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Pilgrimage to Haifa Part Three

William Sears

1921, Rabb Box 7 Nellie S French

Hotel Vista Del Arroyo

Pasadena, California

Nellie S. French
May 1, 1921

On the morning of May first 1921. I sat in the presence of ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 in his
own room in the little house adjoining the Tomb of Bahd’u’lldh at Bahji. Our
Lord sat upon the divan near the window, Monever Khanum and I on chairs
before Him.

He asked me if there was anything special which I wished to mention, and
knowing that He understood that in my heart I was troubled, I mentioned that
I had been very anxious over the continues practice of “Number Reading” and
things of that character which was sometimes indulged in, even at the time of
the regular meeting hour by the friends in America.

Monever Khanum before interpreting this to our Lord commented upon it, and
said that explicit directions had been given for the conduct of the meetings and
the Feasts and she was surprised that they were not followed absolutely. She
then turned to our Lord and told him what I had said.

He replied:
“Ask them where, in the writings of Baha’u’llah they find these things”

As He said this, his face wore that wonderful smile which showed me immedi-
ately that we must be all kindness in handling the matter but that it must be
absolutely final, just as final of that in the writings of Baha’u’llah this things
should not be found at all in any place.

Mrs. Stuart W. French (Nellie S.)
Confidential

(I also told Monever Khdnum that in one Assembly I knew it to be
a fact, that dancing was indulged in before and after the meetings,



which I felt was a very serious matter and jeopardized the reputa-
tion of the Bahd’i Cause. Monever was shocked beyond expression,
and saddened by this information. I do not know whether she ever

referred this to the Master or not, we were alone at the time it was
mentioned.)
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