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t'ne C en tra l Government for  e v e r y th in g  that happens h e r e . T h erefore  i t  
w i l l  o n ly  he my o f f i c i a l  duty to send a. c a b le  co n cern in g  your departure  
as soon as you s e t  your f e e t  on th e  steam er.*  I was fa m il ia r  w ith  the 
f o r t u i to u s  way o f  O r ie n ta l e x p r e s s io n s ,  so I saw th a t t h i s  was a p o l i t e  
way o f  sa y in g :  "We w i l l  n o t  l e t  you go!" Hence I d e fe r r e d  i t  to  a more 
opportune t im e . - By th e  n a r r a tio n  o f  th is  s t o r y ,  I mean th a t whenever 
I g iv e  p e r m iss io n  to  th e  P ilg r im s  to  d ep art fo r  th e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  coun­
t r i e s ,  1 mean t h i s :  Go fo r th  arid d i f f u s e  the F ragrances o f  Brotherhood  
and s p i r i t u a l  r e la t io n s h ip .  Of co u rse  i t  i s  an u n d en iab le  tr u th  that 
one secon d  in  t h i s  r a d ia n t  sp o t i s  eq u al to  one thousand y e a r s ;  but i t  
i s  a ls o  e q u a lly  tru e  that., one secon d  sp en t in  te a c h in g  th e  Cause o f  God 
i s  g r e a t ér  than one thousand y e a r s  .. Whosoever a r is e s  to  tea ch  the ~  
Cause o f  God, k i l l s  n in e  b ir d s  w ith  one s t o n e .  F ir s t :  P roclam ation  o f  
th e  G la d -t id in g s  o f  th e  Kingdom of-.Ahha. Second: S e r v ic e  to  the T h r e s­
h o ld  o f  th e  A lm igh ty , T h ird: H is s p i r i t u a l  p r e sen ce  in  t h i s  Court . 
Fourth: H is p e r fe c t io n  under th e  shade o f  the Standard o f T ruth . F if t h :  
The d e sc e n t o f  the B estovfa ls o f  God upon him . S ix th :  B r in g in g  s t i l l  
n earer  the age o f  f r a t e r n i t y  and the dawn o f M illen iu m . Seventh:W inn ing  
the d iv in e  approval o f  the Supreme Concourse . E ig h th : The s p i r i t u a l  i l ­
lu m in a tio n  o f  th e  h e a r ts  o f  hu m an ity . N in th : The ed u ca tio n  o f  th e  c h i l ­
dren o f  the ra ce  in  th e  m oral p r e c e p ts  o f  Baha’o ’l l a h  -  - S p ir i t u a l  
p r e se n c e  does n o t depend upon th e  p r e sen ce  in  body or  absen ce from th is  
H oly Land. A lthough  a v i s i t  to  t h i s  h ea v en ly  p la c e  and s ta n d in g  p r a y ­
e r f u l l y  in  th e  B le s se d  Rouzeh o f  Baha’ o ’ l l a h  and circum am bulating  
around, th e  H oly Tomb o f  the Bab i s  the r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  hope 
o f  the favored  o n e s , y e t  th e  g r e a te r  a tta in m en t i s  to  promote the Know­
le d g e  o f  th e  Kingdom and s p i r i t u a l i z e  hum anity w ith  the l i g h t  o f  God’s 
R e v e la t io n .  For t h i s  r ea so n  I ask you to go away and u p r a ise  e v e r y ­
where the F la g  o f  th e  d iv in e  ArmyJ o th e rw ise  I w ish  th a t  a l l  the b e ­
l i e v e r s  m ight be w ith  me a l l  the t im e . Think ye alw ays o f  th e  promo­
t io n  o f  th e  T r u th . L et a l l  your th o u g h ts be c en te r e d  in  th e  s e r v ic e  
o f  th e  Kingdom. Be ye meek and e v a n e sce n t a t th e  H oly T h resh o ld , T his 
i s  the most g r e a t  B e sto w a l. I d e c la r e  by Him, b e s id e  whom th e re  is  
nought e l s e ,  th a t  i f  a p erso n  be a u n iv e r s a l  Emperor for  1000 y ea rs over­
a l l  p a r ts  o f  t h e  w o r ld , i t  i s  n o t eq u a l to  one moment’ s s e r v ic e  a t  th e  
T hreshold  o f  God. For th e  s o v e r e ig n ty  o f  one thousand y e a r s ,  no m atter  
how gorgeous and s p le n d id , ’.v i l i  come to an end , and t h i s  one moment o f  
s e r v itu d e  i s  e t e r n a l  and e v e r la s t in g .  For th is  th e r e  i s  no e x t i n c t i o n ,  
i t s  r e s u l t s  are e te r n a l;  e f f o r t s  in  o th er  d ir e c t io n s  are u s e le s s  and un­
p r o f i t a b l e ,  I hops th a t  a l l  th e  b e l ie v e r s  w i l l  be a s s i s t e d  th ereb y ."

Ahmad Sohrab .



Bahai N e s t ,  Mount Ga r m e l,H a ifa ,S y r ia  
June 28 , 1914

Dear .Friends:

3 eca u se  our dear b ro th er  M irza A li  Akbar, o f  R u s s ia , and h is  w ife  
a re  g o in g  to le a v e  H a ifa  fo r  Bakou, h e  gave a B e a st  in  th e  home o f  
Abdul Baha, in  which the B eloved  d e l iv e r e d  a d e e p ly  m oving, s t i r r i n g  
s p e e c h , c a lc u la t e d  to  make a l a s t i n g  im p ressio n  in  th e  Bahai w o r ld . The 
words f e l l  from h i s  l i p s ,  sp r in g in g  up from th e  h id d en  so u rces  o f  h is  
m ighty  h e a r t  j u s t  a s ; n a tu r a l ly  as th e  f a l l i n g  o f  th e  g r e a t  N iagara  B a lls  
th u n d er in g  down the p r e c ip ic e s  and r o c k s . To hear h is  im p assioned  v o ice , 
to  w atch th e  s lo w ly  r i s i n g  t id e  o f  h is  spontaneous e lo q u e n c e , to se e  h is  
f l a s h i n g ,  e a r n e s t  e y e s ,  to  b eh o ld  h i s  f o r c e f u l ,  d iv in e  g e s tu r e s ,  c o n s t i ­
tu te  th e  roar and thunder o f  h is  sp eech ; b u t to  read i t  on p ap er , b lack  
on w h ite ,  i s  more or l e s s  l i k e  lo o k in g  over the sm ooth , broad su r fa c e  o f  
a r i v e r ,  u n le s s  one i s  im a g in a tiv e  enough to  conjure up in  h is  Blind His 
e l e c t r i c ,  m agnetic  c h a r a cter 'a n d  s p i r i t u a l  p r e s e n c e . The B ea st was g iv ­
en , a.s u s u a l ,  in  th e  a f te r n o o n , th e  la r g e  c e n tr a l  h a l l  was fr in g e d  a l l  
around w ith  our O r ie n ta l  B r o th e r s , our two American s i s t e r s  were p r e se n t  
as r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  from th e  W est. The M aster came in  and s a t  s i l e n t  fo r  
a lo n g  w h i le .  Then he asked M irza A l i  Akhar R afsan j any to chant T a b le ts  
w hich  he d id  v ery  s w e e t ly .  Then out o f  th e  r e s p e c t f u l  s i l e n c e  sh ich  
had sp read  i t s  w ings over  th e  s p i r i t u a l  g a th e r in g , h i s  v o ic e ,  c le a r  and 
s t r o n g ,  arose  : -

"During th e  l i f e t i m e  o f  th e  B le s se d  P e r f e c t io n  I always c a r r ie d  w ith  
me the hope th a t  pér  chance a day m ight come when, w ith  th e  p erm iss io n  
o f  God, I m ight t r a v e l  to some p a r ts  o f  the: w o r ld , and a c co rd in g  to  my 
poor a b i l i t y  I m ight make a s t r u g g l in g  a ttem p t in  th e  P a th  o f  the Cause 
o f  God. But when I c o n s id e r e d  at a seoond thought th a t I was a p r is o n e r ,  
a l l  th o se  days w ere sp e n t in  r e g r e t .  Bor the r e s u l t  o f  e x is t e n c e  l i e s  
in  t h i s ;  th a t  from man m ight appear a s p i r i t u a l  m o tio n . Man must not 
be i n e r t ,  he must be a c t iv e ;  he m ust n o t be s t a t io n a r y ,  he must b e ’ s o a r ­
in g ' . In  a l l  phenomena im m o v a b ility  i s  the cau se  o f  d e a th , and m otion  
i s  th e  cau se  of l i f e .  The utm ost i s  t h i s ;  th e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  k in d s o f  
m o tio n ;— e s s e n t i a l  m o tio n , c r e a t iv e  m otion , q u a n t i ta t iv e  m o tio n , q u a l i ­
t a t i v e  m o tio n , r o ta to r y  and upward m otion , s p i r i t u a l  m otion  and d iv in e  
m o tio n . I n  b r i e f :  M otion i s  th e  cause o f  l i f e ,  im m o v a b ility  i s  conduciv, 
to  d e a th .

•'During th o se  y ea rs  o f  im prisonm ent I was sad  and g r i e f - s  t r i e  ken 
b ecau se  I ob served  th a t  I was n o t  confirm ed and. a s s i s t e d  in  the s e r ­
v ic e  o f  the T hreshold  o f  B a h a 'o ' l la h ,  but when I r e a l iz e d  th a t  th e re  was 
an o b s ta c le  in  th e  way and th a t  o b s ta c le  wa;s my im prisonm ent, and my 
im prisonm ent was fo r  th e  sak e  of T ru th , I  was p a r t i a l l y  c o n s o le d . Then 
th e  a s c e n s io n  o f  the B le s se d  P e r fe c t io n  came to p a s s .  I t  i s  im p o ss ib le  
to  d e s c r ib e  i t s  sa d n ess  and so rro w . The e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  c a la m ity  
and s p i r i t u a l  d is e a s e  c o m p le te ly  stu nn ed  our f e e l in g s  and s e n s i b i l i t i e s .  
I t  l e f t  in  me no th o u g h t, no w i l l  and no l i f e ,  Bor some tim e I was in  
t h i s  s t a t e  o f  s t u p e f a c t io n .  No so o n er  d id  I t r y  aga in  to tak e án in ­
t e r e s t  in  l i f e  than th e  f i r e  o f  o p p o s it io n  flam ed fo r th  w ith  th e  i n c i ­
d en ts  o f  w h ich  you are w e l l  aw are. T h is a ls o  became an oth er  stu m b lin g -  
b lock  in  my p a th . A lthou gh  knowing what th e  Cause was in  a most g r e a t  
d a n g er , y e t  I p lanned  to  tak e a lo n g  v o y a g e , w hich was n ipped  in  th e  bud 
by the a u t h o r i t ie s  . When th e  news o f  the d ep a rtu re  o f  the B lessed *
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B eauty  became known, a l l  th e  enem ies wbo w ere cro u ch in g  in  t h e ir  h id -  
in g p la c e s , th in k in g  th a t  t h i s  v a s  ah opportune t im e , ru sh ed  fo r th  and 
a tta c k e d  th e  Cause -with g r e a t  fu r y  and d e te r m in a t io n . In  tô iich ever  
co rn er  th a t  one o f  our fo e s  was l y in g  down, he s tr a ig h te n e d  h i s  back 
and came o u t , armed to  th e  t e e t h ,  ready to  engage in  a c t i v e  enm ity and 
w i l l i n g  to  g iv e  us b a t t l e  . E s p e c ia l ly  th e se  Y a h y a - is , who were always 
hid den  in  dark h o le s ,  who had no name and no m en tio n , no v o ic e  and no 
fam e, became v ery  h o p e f u l , b ecau se  o f  the a s cen s ion  o f  B aha’o * l la h ,  th a t  
p erch an ce th e y  m ight be a b le  to  shake the fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  B le s se d  
C au se. They broke lo o s e  through  our ranks w ith  g r e a t  fu r y ,  and th ey  
became móre san gu in e  b eca u se  o f  th e  in te r n a l  o p p o s it io n *  The Mohamme­
dan th e o lo g ia n s  and Úlemás found t h i s  a ls o  an opportune tim e fo r  th e ir  
f a n a t i c a l  a s s u a lt*  The governm ent a ls o  m a n ife s te d  antagon ism  and i l l -  
w i l l .  S o u l - t r y in g  problem s appeared oh th e  sc e n e  o f  th e  C au se , l i k e  the  
Martyrdom o f  Y azd, 1 9 0 3 ,  th e  sad  d e t a i l s  o f  w h ich  m elted  my v e ry  bones 
A lth ou gh  ou tw ard ly  I  s a id  n o th in g , y e t  my p a in  and sorrow  w ere so  i n ­
te n se  th a t  I d id  n o t r e s t  e i t h e r  by day o r  by n i g h t .  I t  i s  s e l f - e v i ­
d en t how I  sp e n t my tim e • Hence a l l  th e s e  s u c c e s s iv e  e v e n ts  wore as 
many o b s tr u c t io n s  in  th e  way o f  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  my id e a  o f  t r a v e l l in g  
u n t i l  th e  tim e when th e  p ro c la m â tio n  o f  freedom  was is s u e d  and th e  s e n -  * 
te n c e  o f  in c a r c e r a t io n  was rem oved. As soon  as l i b e r t y  was announced,
I began to  th in k  th a t  i t  was how th e  tim e f o r  my v o y a g e . Ho m atter  
what happened, I  must go f o r t h .  Then a l l  o f  a  su d d en , w h ile  I was not 
f e e l i n g  w e l l ,  and w ith o u t in fo rm in g  any one o f  th e  f r i e n d s ,  I en tered  
th e  s h ip .  I s a id :  *In th e  Name o f  God I embark and under H is P r o te c t io n  
I d isem b a r k .1

"Our f r ie n d s  who a c t  as s tr a n g e r s  in  A cca , sp read  a l l  around th a t  
I had e sc a p e d , and was a fr a id  o f  th e  members o f  th e  Committee o f  Union  
and P r o g r e s s ,  t h a t ,  God fo r b id I  I had com m itted tr e a so n  and d read in g  
th e  consequ en ce o f  my deeds I had made my way ou t o f  th e  c o u n tr y , For a 
w onder, d u rin g  th e  reg im e o f  Abdul Hamid th e  enem ies o f  Abdul Baha s e n t  
c o n t in u a l ly  r e p o r ts  to  th e  Sublim e P o r te  th a t  I was sy m p a th iz in g  w ith  
th e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s t s ,  th a t  I was in  u n in te rr u p te d  corresp on d en ce  w ith  
them and th a t  T was s i l e n t l y  le n d in g  h e lp  to  underm ine a b so lu tism  and 
th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  monarchy* B ut when th e  C o n s t itu t io n  was d e c la r e d , th ey  
changed e n t i r e l y  t h e ir  d i s p o s i t i o n  and t h e  theme o f  t h e i r  a t t a c k s ,  and 
f a b r ic a t e d ,  o th e r  fa ls e h o o d s  and u n tr u th s , embodying in  t h e ir  r e p o r ts  
th e  o p p o s ite  o f  what th e y  w ro te  in  form er t im e s .  For exam p le, th e y  
a s s e r te d  th a t  Abdul Baha w r it e s  in  h i s  e p i s t l e s  *the op p ressed  Abdul 
H am id,1 and e n t i t l e s  th e  Shah o f  P e r s ia  ’ th e  wronged S o v e r e ig n ,*  and 
en cou rages and i n c i t e s  th e  f r ie n d s  to  go and ta k e  r e fu g e  in  th e  R u ssian  
and E n g lis h  L e g a tio n s*  I t  i s  Mqst S tr a n g e ! Abdul Hamid im prisoned  th e  
B le s s e d  P e r f e c t io n  fo r  25 y e a r s j  and d u rin g  h is  lo n g  r e ig n  he made my 
in c a r c e r a t io n  m ost d i f f i c u l t  . M oreover, i t  i s  one o f  th e  c l e a r e s t  te x ts  
o f  th e  T ab le ts: and Books o f  th e . B le s se d  P e r f e c t io n  th a t  he was a  ty r a n n i­
c a l  k in g*  He s a y s :  *0̂  thou p o in t  (C o n sta n tin o p le )  s i t u a t e d  betw een the  
two se a s  I V e r i ly  th e  th ron e  o f  tyran n y  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  th y  m id st!  *
On th e  o th e r  hand, th e  Committee o f  Union and P ro g r ess  became th e  cau se  
o f  my freedom * H ot w ith s ta n d in g  t h i s ,  how cou ld  I e v er  c a l l  t h i s  t y ­
r a n t and 'O ppressed  PadeShaht*^ To be j u s t ,  th e  C o n s t i t u t io n a l i s t s  fr e e d  
thousands o f  p e o p le  from  th e  yoke o f  u n rea so n in g  d e sp o t is m .

"In s h o r t ,  th e r e  w ere a  few  o f  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w h ich  I had to  mdet 
and overcom e, and as my o b je c t  was th a t  p e r h a p s , God w i l l i n g  I m ight 
become a s s i s t e d  to  ren d er  a  n otew orth y  s e r v ic e  to  th e  B le s s e d  T h resh o ld , 
I d id  not g iv e  any a t t e n t io n  to  th e s e  w ild  r e p o r ts  . L eav in g  e v e r y th in g  
b e h in d , I  w ent to  Europe and A m erica, journeyed  through many c o u n tr ie s



and through th e  C on firm ation  and A s s is ta n c e  o f  th e  B le s se d  P e r f e c t io n ,  
th e  C a ll o f  th e  Kingdom o f  Abha vas r a is e d  in  e v er y  c i t y .  The cause  
o f  God was p rocla im ed  p u b l ic ly ;  th e  b le s s e d  T each in gs w ere announced.
I n  C hurches'and S y n a g o ^ e s ,  in  C on ven tion s and C o n fe r e n c e s , in  S o c ie ­
t i e s  and m eetin gs everyw here the stan d ard  o f  R e a l i t y  was u n fu r le d .
E very c i r c l e  o f  the com plex W estern l i f e  f e l t  the s p i r i t  o f  T ru th . A l­
though X was in  the u tm ost w ea k n ess, y e t  the C on firm ation s o f  God 
rea ch ed  me a t  a l l  t im e s .  W hile I was in  th e  house o r t in  th e  h o t e l ,  I 
was in  a  S ta te  o f  g r e a t  f e e b l e n e s s ,  h u t when I p r e se n te d  m y se lf  in  the  
churches or m ee tin g * * I  ^ W n eï iny^ face/tow ards th e  Kingdom o f  Abha and 
im m ed ia te ly  D iv in e  Grece; e n c ir c ie d  me* and I  spoke w ith o u t in te r r u p t io n  
fo r  one o r  two hours • A lthough  we are  a l l  l i k e  sp a r k s , y e t  th e  E f f u l ­
gence o f  th e  3 1  e ssed  P e r f e c t io n  i s  l i k e  unto th e  ra y  o f  th e  su n . Every  
s c i n t i l l a  w h ich  comes under th e  d i r e c t  l i n e  o f  th e  ray  o f th e  sun has 
appeared and i s  b e in g  r e v e a le d  • C o n seq u en tly , our appearance (im p o r­
ta n c e )  i s  l i k e  unto th e  appearance o f  s c i n t i l l a s  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  the  
su n . In  s h o r t , th e  E avors o f  th e  B le s s e d  P e r f e c t io n  w ere to  such a de­
g ree  and so  innum erable th a t  th ey  are beyond human com putation  aaad 
d e s c r ip t io n )

"How w e l l  th e  P o et has sa id *
*0 thou  my W in e s e lle r t  0 thou  th e  Sou rce o f  my e x h i la r a t io n !
*0 th ou  th e  Po un t a in  o f  my tu m u lt , I  am the f l u t e  and Thou a r t  

th e  M u sic ian )
'S h o u ld s t  th ou  w ish  me to  l i v e  lo n g e r ,  b rea th e  in to  me a new 

b r e a th :  '
*1 am dead a  hundred y e a r s ,  b u t Thou a r t  th e  S p i r i t  o f  C h r i s t ! ’
«The B rea th s o f  th e  H oly C on firm ation  swayed th e  s o u l s ,  co n ferred  

t r a n q u i l i t y  and s t i r r e d  th e  h e a r ts  w ith  D iv in e  G la d - t id in g s .  Ours was 
o n ly  a w eak , s t r u g g l in g  e f f o r t  • P r a is e  be to  God th a t  many pure seed s  
were sown in  th e  farm s o f  h e a r ts  w h ich  s h a l l  grow and d ev e lo p  fo r  ever  
and e v e r .  H oly s o u ls  were a t t r a c te d  and e n k in d le d , and have a lr e a d y  
a r is e n  in  th e  s e r v ic e  o f  th e  Cause ofG od. A fte r  th e  co m p letio n  o f  th is  
lo n g  jo u r n e y , I  r e tu rn ed  to  th e  H oly  Land w ith  th e  utm ost jo y  and h ap p i­
n e s s .  P r a is e  be to  th e  Lord o f  mankind th a t  a f t e r  my a r r iv a l  th e  b e ­
l i e v e r s  o f  God came from  a l l  p a r ts  o f  th e  w orld  to  w orsh ip  a t  th e  H oly  
T h resh o ld . W ith ea ch  and a l l  o f  them I a s s o c ia t e d  and became in t im a t e .  
My h e a r t  was s t i r r e d  in to  c h e e r fu ln e s s  by b eh o ld in g  t h e ir  r a d ia n t  f a c e s .  
I became c o n f id e n t  th a t  th e s e  s o u ls  are  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  in  th e  P ath  o f  
th e  B le s s e d  P e r f e c t io n  • They have no o th e r  aim sa v e  H is g o o d -p lea su re  
and no o th e r  id e a  sa v e  th e  d iffu s io n  o f  H is  F ragran ces • W ith th e  utm ost 
en k in d lem en t th ey  circum am bulated around th e  Supreme S h ek in a h , bowed 
t h e ir  heads b e fo r e  th e  Tomb, o f  th e  B le s s e d  P e r f e c t io n  and r a is e d  the  
v o ic e s  o f  s u p p l ic a t io n  in  the H oly o f  H o lie s  o f  th e  B ab . P i l l e d  w ith  
th e s e  i n s p i r a t i o n s ,  th e y  have r e tu r n e d  to  th e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  c o u n t r ie s .
I hope th a t  a f t e r  th e ir  r e tu r n , m ost w on derfu l r e s u l t s  and g lo r io u s  
s ig n s  w i l l  appear in  th e  Cause o f  God. Now th a t  you are g o in g  b ack , I 
hope you w i l l  c a rr y  w ith  you, th e  D iv in e  G la d - t id in g s ,  th e  s p i r i t u a l  Pow­
e r ,  and th e  a t t r a c t io n s  o f  th e  S p i r i t .

"When I re turned to  Acc á  ,th i s  t  ime a f t e r  fo u r  y ea rs  o f  a b se n c e , I 
found th a t  our f r ie n d s  who are  a c t in g  as s tr a n g e r s  have e s t a b l i s h e d  
com m unications w ith  our e n e m ie s , w ith  some s e c r e t l y ,  and w ith  o th e rs  
in  a  p u b lic  manner . A f te r  w y  a r r i v a l ,  th ey  h e ld  a m eetin g  o f  c o n s u lta ­
t i o n ,  and l i k e  unto th é  t i m e o f  ATttil Hamid, th e y  w rote  a number o f  r e ­
p o r ts  f i l l e d  w ith  fa ls e h o o d s  and in c r im in a t io n s ,  and have a lr e a d y  f o r ­
warded i t  to  C o n s ta n t in o p le , th in k in g  th a t  in  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  I w i l l  
be e i t h e r  a g a in  im p r iso n ed , or  e x i l e d  to  a d i s t a n t  p r o v in c e , or  be 
e x e c u te d . T h is  i s  t h e ir  th o u g h t.
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wBy th e s e  remarks I mean t h i s ;  The B e lie v e r s  o f  God must n o t lo o k  
to  me . T h is C a u s e 'is  a  G reat C ause; i t  i s  . the Cause o f  B le s se d  P er ­
f e c t i o n .  I f  one thousand p erso n s l i k e  unto me come and go, he or not he 
i t  i s  the sam e. Im portance l i e s . i n  th e  B le s se d  C ause. The f r i e n d s  o f  
God must be f ir m , grow ing and s t e a d f a s t .  I t  i s  s e l f - e v i d e n t  th a t  I have 
been and am alw ays in  d a n g er , and. .a s id e  from th e  m atter  o f  d a n g er , I am 
n o t  g o in g  to  l i v e  alw ays i n . t h i s  w o r ld . The day i s  coming when I w i l l  
so a r  toward th e  Throne o f  M a je s ty , to  l i v e  fo r e v e r  in  th e  neighborhood  
o f  th e  Most G reat M ercy., The b e l ie v e r s  o f  God must dem onstrate  t h e ir  
unsw erving c o n s ta n c y . In  t h e ir  e s t im a t io n  n o th in g  must make any d i f ­
fe r e n c e ;  th e y  nmst n o t  b e : phaken or a g ita t e d  by any untoward a c t io n .
Day by day th ey  must add to  t h e ir  s t a b i l i t y ,  r e s o lu t io n  and u n h e s ita n c y . 
C onsider how each  one'o 'f th e  d i s c i p l e s  o f  H is  H o lin e ss  C h r is t ,  who was 
e i t h e r  m artyred or p assed  away from t h i s  l i f e ,  was su cceed ed  by o th ers  
who se r v e d  th e  Cause o f  C h r is t ia n i t y  w ith  g r e a te r  firm n ess and e n th u ­
s ia sm ! They m a n ife s ted  g r e a te r  power and h ig h er  e n d e a v o r --u n t i l  the 
L ig h t o f  G uidance e n lig h te n e d  a l l  r e g io n s !  B ecause you are s im i la r ly  
s i t u a t e d ,  you m ust dem on strate  s im ila r  v ir t u e s  and l o f t y  r e s o lu t io n ?  
Know ye  o f  a c e r t a in t y ! t h a t  th e  C on firm ation s o f  the. B le s se d  P e r fe c t io n  
s h a l l  surround y o u . Have p e r fe c t  t r u s t  in  t h is  p rom ise! Should th e re  
be a person  amongst th e  c r e a tu r e s  who may be th e  w eakest o f  a l l  and 
may a r is e  to  se r v e , t h é 'True One, th e  L ord ly  Graces and D iv in e  Supports 
w i l l  e n c ir c l e  him from  a l l  d ir e c t io n s ;  Be ye  under th e  p r o te c t io n  o f  
th e  B le s se d  .P e r fe c t io n !  Be ye firm  and s t e a d f a s t !  Be ye confirm ed and 
a s s i s t e d !  Be ye a l iv e  through H is H oly F ra g r a n c e s’. May each  one o f  
you  be as a  h e a v e n ly  Standard in  H is Army! Do ye n o t c o n s id e r  th e  f a c t  
w hether I am or I am n o t ,  or w hether I e x i s t  oř e x i s t  n o t .  Be ye o c cu ­
p ied  in  th e  s e r v ic e  o f  the C au se . Turn your fa c e s  toward th e  B le s se d  
P e r f e c t io n .  He w i l l  make you in d ep en d en t from aught e l s e !  Invoke a s s i s t  
ance from Him! Be ye unshakab le in  H is  Cause! Be ye H is S e r v a n ts !  Con­
s t i t u t e  y o u r s e lv e s  as th e  guard ians o f  H is H oly T h resh o ld ! Be ye the  
bondsmen, o f  H is C ourt;- Draw Bounty from .H is B e s to w a ls ! .  Be ye  illu m in ed  
w ith  H is L ig h ts  ! E n ter  ye  under th e  s h e l t e r  and asylum  o f  H is  P r o te c ­
t io n  and;P r o ř id e p se !  -Be :y e  c o n f id e n t !  He h a th  s a id  and H is sa y in g  i s  
th e  T ruth! f , î  w i ^  a r is e s  in  th e  s e r v ic e
o f  my Cause w ith  the h o s ts  from th e  Supreme Concourse and th e  co h o r ts  
from  th e  fa v o re d  A n gels ! '  T h is i s  th e  r e a l  fo u n d a tio n .

"C onsider how He h e lp e d  and a s s i s t e d  K ir za  Abul F a z l under a l l  con­
d i t io n s  and c ircu m sta n ces  . 1 d e c la r e  by God th a t  w ere th e  s o v e r e ig n ty
o f  th e  E a st  and th e  W est p o s s ib le  fo r  man, i t  would y i e l d  to  him no 
p r o f i t !  I t s  end would be no o th er  but m a n ife s t  l o s s  . Where i s  now 
H asser-E ddin -Sh ah? Where i s  Mohammed Shah? Where i s  Abdul Hamid? Where 
a r e  th e  Emperors o f  China and Japan? Where i s  H apoleon? Where i s  Louit 
XVI? W h e r e is G u il la u m e  i s  F re d e r ic k  th e  G reat? Where i s  P etej
th e  G reat? L ike unto th e  Ghosts: th ey  have van ish ed  from th e  fa c e  o f  th< 
e a r t h ,  and no e te r n a l  t r a c e  and s ig n  are l e f t  b eh in d  from them! These 
w ere m ighty K in gs and im p e r ia l monarc hs who w ie ld e d  th e  s c e p te r  o f . au­
t h o r i t y  and-•• d - . T h e i r  end was m a n ife s t  l o s s .  Have we not 
se e n  th e se  th ih jg h w it lr  e y e s?  Hence l e t  us s t r i v e  th a t  wé may
show g r e a t  f ir m n e ss  in  t h e .s e r v i t u d e  o f  th e  H oly T h resh o ld ! T h is i s  t h  
E v e r la s t in g  G lory! T h is i s , th e  E te r n a l B ou nty! T h is i s  th e  i l lu m in a ­
t io n  o f  b e in g  in  th e  Kingdom o f  Abha! T his i s  'the Cause o f m arvellou s  
p r o g r e ss  in  th e  i n f i n i t e  w orld  o f  God!"

T h is m orning I had th e  jo y  o f  s i t  t in g  in , th e  p resen ce  o f  the Be­
lo v e d  fo r  h a l f  an h ou r. There was a man who had come to  beg h is  fo r  - 
g iv e n e sa  fo r  th e  wrongs he had com m itted in  th e  jÿ a s t . I t  was a p i t i f u  
e ig h t  t o  s e e  t h i s  man, w eep ing  and s u p p l ic a t in g .  The B eloved  assu red  h 
th a t  he was e n t i r e l y  fo r g iv e n , and w ished  him to be m anly , do r ig h t  in  
th e  future .



At noon th e  "b elievers were th e  g u e sts  o f  an a b sen t h o s t — a b rother  
in  I n d ia ,  H ash m atu llah . On h ie  a r r iv a l  in  A rgra , he m arried  and s e n t  a 
c a b le  to  our brother; A li  Akbar R afsan jan y  to  g iv e  a f e a s t  in  h i s  name 
on Mount C arm el. W asn't th a t  r a th er  a n o v e l id ea?  Everyone w ished him 
h a p p in ess  throughout t h i s  l i f e  and th e  l i f e  to  come! E ssh m atu llah  i s  
an In d ian  Mohammedan B a h a i. When h i s  fa th e r  d ied  in  a r a ilw a y  c o l l i s i o n  
he went to  h i s  s i s t e r  and s a id :  "A ccording to  Mohammedan Law, you
ought to  g e t  a th ir d  o f  the in h e r ita n c e ;  but now because I am a B a h a i, 
e v e r y th in g  l e f t  to  us by oui' fa th e r  w i l l  be, d iv id e d  e q u a lly  between  
you and me

In th e  a fte r n o o n  th e  A ngel o f  Mount Carmel brought a poem to  the  
m eetin g  and asked th e  p e r m iss io n  o f  the M aster to  have i t  c h a n te d , 
" P oetry ,"  s a id  th e  M a ster , " is  fo r  the y o u th ."  "P raise be to  God th a t  
you  are y ou n g!' answ ered the A ngel . And th e  poem was su n g .

Ahmad Sohrab .

June 2 8 ,  1914 -£E-
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Bahai N e s t , Mount C arm el, H a ifa , S y r ia .
,̂'v . June 2 9 /  1 9 1 4 . ■■

Dear IT ien d s : -  m '/,* .";r\
T h is was a f a r e w e l l  d a y . f i f t e e n  p ilg r im s  s ta r te d  fo r  R u ss ia  and 

P e r s i a .  D uring  th e  d a y ; th e  B e lo y  ed a d d ressed  them tw ic e  — in  th e  morn­
in g  and  ̂ a f t e r n o p n - -r ig h fc /b e ío ^ \;t h e i r  d e p a r tu r e . As th e r e  were s e v e r a l  
P ilg r im s  from Ashkabad, th e  m orning ta lk  was c o n fin e d  to  th e  M a sh ra k -e l- 
A zkar. A fte r  e n te r in g  th e  room and s i t t i n g  in  h is  p r e s e n c e , he s a i d : -  

“L i t t l e  by l i t t l e .^ h k a b a d  i s  becom ing an im portant c e n t e r .  In  
form er tim es  Mary w a s-th e  c a p i t a l  o f  K horabsan, and th e  P ro v in c e  o f  
K horassan was v ery  v a s t , fo r  A fg h a n is ta n , S e e s ta n  and B alkh were i n ­
c lu d ed  in  i t .  Ashkahad i s  a  d is ta n c e  o f  a few hours from M arv. The 
B le s se d  P e r f e c t io n  o f t e n  m entioned th e  name o f  K h orassan , r e f e r r in g  to  
i t  in  H is T a b le ts  and r e p e a te d ly  s t a t in g  th a t from th a t  P ro v in ce  the  
C a ll  o f  God would he r a i s e d .  Looking a t  th e  th en  somber c o n d it io n s ,  
th e y  wondered how t h i s  co u ld  he brought a b o u t. But when th e  p la n  o f  
th e  c i t y  o f  Ashkahad was l a i d  o u t , and la t e r  on th e  dome o f  th e  M ash- 
r ak E l Azkar was r a is e d  to  th e  b lu e  h e a v e n s , th e  purp ort o f  the sa y in g s  
o f  th e  B le s s e d  P e r f e c t io n  was c l e a r l y  u n d e r s to o d . The f i r s t  Mashrak 
e l  Azkar in  th e  B ahai w orld  was b u i l t  in  Ashkahad—th e  C ity  o f  L ove . I t  
became a  s h e l t e r  and assy lu m  to  a l l  th e  b e l ie v e r s  o f  God. Whenever th ey  
found th e m se lv e s  in  d i f f i c u l t  c ircu m sta n ces  th ey  went to. Ashkahaď and 
s e t t l e d  t h e r e ,  and th e  same i s  tr u e  o f  to d a y . In  r e a l i t y  th e  f r ie n d s  
o f  God dem onstrated  th e  utm ost m agnanim ity and s tr o v e  w ith  h e a r t  and 
s o u l  in  th e  b u i ld in g  o f  th e  Mashrak e l  A zk ar . At th a t  tim e no one 
co u ld  im agine t h a t ;th e y  would be a b le  to  c a rr y  to  consummation t h i s  
g r e a t  w ork, but p r a is e  be to  God, th ey  became confirm ed  and a s s i s t e d .
The c o n s tr u c t io n  o f  t h i s  Mashrak E l Azkar became th e  cau se  o f  th e  m i­
g r a t io n  o f  t h i s  th ou gh t to  o th e r  p a r ts  o f  th e  w o r ld , perm eatin g  th e  
m in d s. In e v er y  c i t y  the; b e l ie v e r s  are  th in k in g  to b u i ld  a  Mashrak e l  
Azkar in  t h e i r  m id st . Through th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  Mashrak E l Azkar won­
d e r fu l  s ig n s  w i l l  become m a n ife s t  and e v id e n t  in  th e  Cause o f  God. In  
ev ery  c i t y  or town th ere ' must be a  p la c e  to  be d e s ig n a te d  as Mashrak E l  
A zkar, even i f  i t  i s  ’a  h ou se or a room, or a basem en t. I f  th e  b e l ie v e r s  
can n ot a f fo r d  to  b u i ld ,  th en  l e t  them r e n t  su ch  a p la c e  a cco rd in g  to  
t h e ir  means and d e d ic a te  i t  to  th e  C au se, so  th a t  p e o p le  may ga th er  
th e r e  and be o ccu p ied  w ith  th e  m en tio n in g  o f  God. The c o n c r e te  r e a l i ­
z a t io n  o f  th e  Mashrak E l Azkar i s  v e ry  n e c e ssa r y  and m ost im p o rta n t. The 
C on firm ation s o f  God B h a ll descen d  u n in te r r u p te d ly  upon th e  b e l ie v e r s  
o f  God as in  form er tim esV  T ru ly  !  s a y ,  one f in d s  th e r e  n o b le , s p i r i t ­
u a l young men. T here a r e  a l s o  a  number o f  o ld  b e l ie v e r s  o f  th e  f i r s t  
p e r io d .  Amongst; them i s  h i s  honor Aga M irza Mahmoud A fn an . My h e a r t  i s  
v e ry  much a tta c h e d  t o  him ; lik ew ise^ M irz a  Abul K arim . I lo v e  him e x ­
c e e d in g ly  . He h as served-- th e  Cause< w h o le -h e a r te d ly . There i s  a wisdom  
in  h i s  p reS en t i l ln e s s ^ ^ ^  become apparent in  th e  f u t u r e .  B r ie fly ;
I hope t h a t t h e  v a s t  db^ain b f  T ^ k e s ta n  may become illu m in e d  w ith  the  
l i g h t  o f  T r u th . The cry  E lfA bha! may so a r  t o  th e  h ig h e s t
sp h eres  and th e  sound o f  *0 my L ord, th e  Supreme!* may r e v e r b r a te  through  
th e  p i l l a r s  o f  th e  e a r t h .

*The Bahai S ch o o l in  Ashkahad i s  v ery  im p o rta n t, m ost im p o r ta n t.
How th a t  you r e tu r n  to  th a t  c i t y ,  s t r i v e  th a t  i t s  d e f i c i e n c i e s  be met 
and i t s  v a r io u s  departm ents be o rg a n ized  a c co rd in g  to  modern stan d ard s  
o f  e d u c a t io n , so  th a t  th e  c h ild r e n  may advance in  th e  s tu d y  o f  s c ie n c e s  

-and a r t s - - t h u s , th e  fame o f  th a t  s c h o o l may rea ch  to  a l l  p a r ts  o f the  
e a r t h .  T h is i s  a m ost im portant problem  o f  Bahai l i f e ,  and the g r e a te s t
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e f f o r t  must be d is p la y e d  in  t h i s  d i r e c t io n .  Convey to  a l l  th e  " b e liev ­
e r s  o f  God my lo n g in g  g r e e t in g .  Become ye t o  each  one or th e  fr ie n d s  
a m a n ife s t  and e lo q u e n t book >

I n  th e  a f te r n o o n , th e y  found t h e ir  way in to  h i s  p resen ce  fo r  th e  
l a s t  t im e .  They were w eep in g . The B eloved  was v ery  g e n t le  and lo v in g  
to  them , and opened h is  t a lk  w ith  th e  fo l lo w in g  v e r s e :  -

M0 l e t  me weep l i k e  unto the v e r n a l showers o f  the S p rin g :
T h is touched th e  fo u n ta in s  o f  t h e ir  h e a r t s ,  and Oh! th ey  s ta r te d  to  

weep s o  lo u d ly  th a t 1 cou ld  n o t h o ld  "back th e  t e a r s  in  my e y e s .  The Mas­
t e r  c o n so le d  them and th en  co n tin u ed  : -

“T h is day i s  th e  day o f  p a r t in g .  The fa r e w e ll  hour i s  most d i f f i ­
c u l t  to "bear . I t  i s  th e  h a r d e st  th in g  in  l i f e .  The p o e t o f  A rabia  
sa y s : 'The days ; lof::'my a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  my B eloved  were so  sh o r t th a t  
th e  hour o f  un ion  was i d e n t i c a l  w ith  th e  hour o f  s e p a r a t i o n . ' -  -  -  -But 
I am n o t sa y in g  fa r e w e ll  to  y o u . Bor th e re  i s  p e r f e c t  u n ity  "between 1 le  
h e a r ts  and com p lete  agreem ent and a f f i n i t y  "between th e  s p i r i t s .  We are  
u n ite d  to g e th e r  throughput e t e r n i t y  and se p a r a t io n  i s  in c o n c e iv a b le .  The 
n e a r n e ss  and rem oten ess b e lo n g  to  the w orld o f  b o d ie s ,  but in  th e  world  
o f  s p i r i t ,  in  th e  w orld o f  h e a r t  and c o n s c io u s n e s s , th e r e  i s  an unbroken 
u n io n , an in te rm in a b le  un ion  . What organ in  th e  body more than any o ther  
f e e l s  th e  keen  jo y  o f  union? The ey es  do n o t . But the h e a r t  f e e l s  the  
j  oy o f  u n io n . The eyes p e r c e iv e , and t h i s  p e r c e p t io n  i s  t r a n s fe r r e d  to  
th e  h e a r t ,4 and the h e a r t  in  turn  f e e l s  and i s  a f f e c t e d .  Mow inasmuch  
as th e  h e a r t  i s  occu p ied  w ith  the memory o f  the f r i e n d s ,  then th ere  can 
be n o s e p a r a t io n  . E s p e c ia l ly  t h i s  id e a l  union w ith  you i s  in d is s o lu b le  
b ecau se  you are go in g  away to  be engaged in  the s e r v ic e  o f  th e  Cause o f  
God. Your example i s  l i k e  unto an army w hich le a v e s  th e  b arrack s fo r  th  
th e  f r o n t i e r ,  th e r e  to  e n te r  in  an a c t iv e  campaign a g a in s t  th e  enemy and
w r e s t  away from  them v ic t o r y  a f t e r  v ic t o r y  ----------- A lthough  su c h ,a n  army
i s  away from th e  c e n tr a l  s e a t  o f  th e  governm ent, y e t  i t s  rem oten ess i s  
th e  cau se  o f  the p r o te c t io n  o f . t h e  c o u n tr y , end a lth o u g h  outw ard ly  i t  i s  
n o t under th e  d ir e c t  eye o f  the K in g , y e t  in  r e a l i t y  th e  K ing th in k s a l ­
ways o f  them and .w atches a n x io u s ly  th e  r e p o r ts  o f h i s  g e n e r a ls  c o n c er n ­
in g  the a c t io n s  o f  the t r o o p s . Such an army i s  more fa v o red  by th e  K ing  
and the c i  t iz e n s  than! th e  one l e f t  in  th e  barr acks or th e  cap i t a l  . Mow 
th o s e  b e l ie v e r s  o f  God who sgre ,in d i s t a n t  la n d s  and a re  engaged c o n t in ­
u o u s ly  in  th e  s e r v ic e ,  o f  : tlae 'C au se , th e y  a re  alw ays p r e se n t  in  th e  H oly  
T h resh o ld , aiid are the m a n ife s to r s  o f  the H eavenly B e s to w a ls . The p a r ­
t i c u la r  G races o f  the B le s se d  P e r f e c t io n  w i l l  ; e n c ir c le  them a t  a l l  tim es  

’•Convey my d e v o tio n  and lo v e  to  a l l  th e  b e l ie v e r s  . I am in  the  
utm ost y ea rn in g  and lo n g  fo r  t h e ir  m e e t in g . I remember e v e r y  one o f  
them in  my p r a y e r , and beg C on firm ation  and A s s is ta n c e  fo r  each  from th e  
T h resh o ld  o f  th e  B le s s e d  P e r f e c t io n ,  so th a t  He may usher in  a l l  o f  
them in  H is Kingdom, .g a th e r  them under th e  shade o f H is P r o v id e n c e , con ­
f e r  upon them an asylum L in H is Cour^t and submerge them in  th e  Sea o f  
L ig h ts  in  th e  T ab ern acle  o f  T e s t im o n y .”

Toward the e v e n in g , th e  B eloved  w alked out o f  the h o u se , fo llo w e d  
by M irza Mahmoud, He sp ok e, to  him about h is  d ep a rtu re  to  I n d ia , and 
th a t  he must be rea d y  to  le a v e  as soon  as th e  opportune tim e com es.T h is  
was th e  m ee tin g  n ig h t ,  and th e  H a ifa  b e l ie v e r s  ga th ered  in  th e  r e c e p t io n  
room. The M aster gave a  lo n g  t a lk  on th e  l i f e  o f  Mapoleon I I I  and h ie  
w a r s , and th e  twC! E p i s t l e s  o f  Baha’ o 1 l l a h  to  h im . Then he spoke about 

t  th e  s t y l e  o f  th e  w r it in g s  o f  th e  B le s se d  P e r f e c t io n ,  and how th e  s t y l e  
o f  H is T a b le ts  r e v e a le d  in  A d rian op le  i s  d i f f e r e n t  from H is C om positions  
in  Bagdad, and th e  E p is t le s ,  r e v e a le d  in  Acca vary  in  form and mode o f  
e x p r e s s io n  from th o s e  r e v e a le d  in  the two form er p l a c e s .  T h is m atter i s  
so  apparent th a t  were ope f a m il ia r  enough w ith  H is W r it in g s , he co u ld  
e a s i l y  d i s t in g u i s h  one from a n o th e r . •
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How fo r  th e  f i r s t  t im e , a f t e r  many m onths, th e  P ilg r im s*  Home 
i s  c o m p a ra tiv e ly  q u ie t .  H á ji M irza Heydar A li and M irza Mahmoud l i v e  
in  one room; B adi Bushrouyeh and D octor H a b ib o lla h  KhodabakeM (our two 
g ra d u a tes from th e  B e ir u t  C o lle g e )  l i v e  in  a n o th er; Aga Mohammed H as­
san  and Aga Abdul Gasem, h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  l i v e  in  a th ir d  room; M irza  
A l i  Akbar R a fsa n ja n y  i s  in  a fo u r th  room a l l ,  by h im s e l f ,  and your hum­
b le  se r v a n t  i s  in  h i s  own R est*  T h is makes o n ly  a g h t, T h is i s  a sm all 
number compared w ith  o th er  m onths, b u t we are v e r y  happy.

T on ight we ascended th e  m ountain in  th e  m o o n -lig h t , and on the  
way our two young C o lle g e  men san g  s e v e r a l  P e r s ia n  and American songs  
w ith  lo u d  v o i c e s .  A lthou gh  I have n o t a v o i c e ,  th ey  o b lig e d  me to  jo in  
them . We san g  "Hearer my God to  T hee" , "Joy to  th e  w o r ld , th e  Lord i s  
com e," "My c o u n tr y , *Tis o f  th e e " , Badi B ushrui has a good v o ic e ,a n d  
knows many C o lle g e  son gs and American m e lo d ie s , He i s  s u r p r is e d  to  f in d  
th a t  I know v ery  few , though I l iv e d  in  Am erica te n  y ears*  He has n o t  
been  in  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s ,  b u t he knows more about them than I d o .

One o f  th e  German D read n ou gh ts--G oeb en --an ch 6red  in  th e  Bay o f  
H a ifa  y e s te r d a y . The M u n ic ip a lity  o f  Acca in v i t e d  the Admiral and 
o f f i c e r s  to  v i s i t  th a t  town to d a y . The P e r s ia n  C o n s u l- -A f ify - -g a v e  a 
d in n er  to  two hundred o f  them in  h i s  gard en , two hours o u ts id e  o f  Acca . 
On t h e i r  r e tu r n  from  t h e ir  d in n e r , th e y  were th e  g u e s ts  o f  th e  B eloved  
to  t e a  under the P in e s  a t  B a h a je e . The Admiral and n e a r ly  40 o f f i c e r s  
v i s i t e d  th e  Tomb o f  Baha’ o ' l l a h ,  When he came o u t ,  he s a id :  "I have  
v i s i t e d  many h o ly  p l a c e s ,  b u t n ev er  have I been to  a p la c e  so  s p i r i t u a l !  
The M aster s e n t  M irza J a l a l  to  c o -o p e r a te  w ith  th e  Acca B ahais to  r e ­
c e iv e  th e s e  g u e s ts  w ith  due honor and r e s p e c t .  The in h a b ita n ts  of) Acca  
have sp read  th e  rumor th a t th e  Adm iral and th e  o f f i c e r s  w ere in s tr u c te d  
by t h e i r  Government to  come and e s p e c i a l ly  v i s i t  the Tomb o f  th e  B le s se d  
P e r f e c t io n ,  and th a t t h i s  g r e a t  F e a s t  g iv en  by th e  P e r s ia n  Consul i s  
fin a n ce d  by th e  B e lo v e d , n e i th e r  o f  w h ich  has any fo u n d a tio n . But I 
sim p ly  w r ite  t h i s  to  show you  how p op u lar  minds a r e  alw ays read y  to 
l in k  to g e th e r  c ir c u m s ta n t ia l  e v id e n c e  and th en  draw th e  c o n c lu s io n . One 
o f  th e  o ld  in h a b ita n ts  o f  A cca s a id :  " R ea lly  we are  a s to n is h e d  a t  the  
greatn »8  o f  Abbas E f fe n d i:  We know by t h i s  tim e th a t  he has many fo l lo w ­
e r s  in  A m erica, but we cou ld  n o t b e l ie v e  th a t  he has so  much in f lu e n c e  
in  Germany." How no m atter  how much one t r i e s  to argue w ith  such p e o p le  
th ey  become more s e t t l e d  in  t h e ir  wrong o p in io n . J

T his m orning, a S w iss hy th e  name o f  Eugene Mouney brough t a l e t t e r  
to  th e  Beloved in  w h ich  he w r ite s  th a t  he íb  . s tra n d ed  h e r e , th a t  he i s  
a l l  a lo n e ,  th a t  th e r e  i s  no S w iss  C onsul in  H a ifa , th a t  he i s  a f f l i c t e d  
w ith  E p ile p s y  and th a t  he i s  a d v ised  to  go to C airo to a w ell-k now n  
C h a rity  H o s p it a l ,  He w anted th e  M aster to  h e lp  h im . L ook ing a t  him fo r  
one m inute and know ing th a t  he was t e l l i n g  th e  t r u t h ,  th e  M aster gave 
him money eq u a l to  th e  amount o f  te n  (1 0 )  d o l l a r s : -  J u s t  th in k  fo r  two 
days t h i s  poor man has been go in g  around to  th e  C o n su la tes  and o th er  
C h r is t ia n s  to  g iv e  him a t  l e a s t  h is  ex p en ses to C a ir o , w hich do n o t  
amount to  more than th r ee  or fo u r  d o l l a r s ,  and none r e l i e v e d  h is  w a n t. 
But he came to th e  B e lo v e d , and no soon er  was h is  p o o r ly  w r it t e n  French  
l e t t e r  t r a n s la t e d  to  him than he gave him  th r e e  tim es more than he asked  
Such e v e n ts  happen a lm ost e v er y  d a y , b u t I come acrosB  one o f  them new 
and th e n . H is c h a r ity  and g e n e r o s ity  i s  l i k e  a g r e a t  s e a ,  a l l  em brac­
in g  ad s h o r e l e s s ,

Ahmad Soh ra b .



B ahai N e s t ,  Mount C a m e l, H a ifa , S y r ia , 

June 30 , 1614 .

Bear F r ie n d s : -

Mr. Hans S p r in g e r , o f  S t u t t g a r t ,  who i s  22  y e a r s  o ld  said i s  a 
g lo f e e - t r o t t e r ,  c a l l e d  on th e  B e lo v e d  t h i s  m orning. He maires a l l  h is  
to u r s  a f o o t ,  and h as a lre a d y  co v ered  a d is ta n c e  o f  3 5 ,0 0 0  Km. He 
i s  an E s p e r a n t is t .  As he p u ts  on th e  d r e s s e s  o f  th e  in h a h ito u t s  o f  
th e  cou n try  through which h e  t r a v e l s ,  he was todaj' an A rabian gen~  
tlrattan, h u t  h i s  h lu e  e y e s ,  w h ite  sk in  and brown Van Dyke b eard  h e r ­
a ld ed  from a fa r  h i s  European o r ig i n .  He spoke German, I t a l i a n  and 
E sp eranto  b u t 1 co u ld  n o t  speak w ith  him in  any o f  th e s e  la n g u a g e s . 
F in d in g  th a t  h e  u n d erstood  a l i t t l e  F ren ch , we s tr u c k  on t h a t .  At 
f i r s t  g la n c e  th e  M aster l ik e d  him* I  w i l l  r ec o rd  h e r e in  h i s  c o n ­
v e r s a t io n  w ith  Mr. S p r in g e r , i n  i t s  h a tu r a l form o f  d ia lo g u e :  ~

Abdul Baha: "You are  w elcom e! Where d id s t  thou come from?"
Hans S p r in g er : " I come now from J e ru sa lem . From Egypt I

w alked to  Gaza and Joppa. On th e  way, 15 Arab B edou in s surrounded  
me and c a r r ie d  away a l l  my b e lo n g in g s ,  even my s h o e s . When I  r ea ch ­
ed Jeru sa lem  I  was a s s i s t e d  by a number o f  Germans."

Abdul Baha: "What i s  th e  o b j e c t  o f  th y  w orld  tour?"
Hans S p r in g er: " F ir s t  to  sp read  th e  know ledge o f  E sp era n to ,

b e c a u se  I  b e l i e v e  i t  w i l l  h e lp  to  u n ify  m ankind. Second, to  s e e  
th e  w orld , to  m eet men o f  v a r io u s  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  and le a r n  t h e ir  man­
n e r s  and custom s."

Abdul Baha: "With what means d o s t  thou tra v e l? "
H. S .:  "The s a l e  o f  th e s e  p o s t a l  card s c o n ta in in g  my p ic tu r e

on one s id e  and th e  b e n e f i t s  o f  th e  know ledge o f  E speranto  on th e  
o th e r ,  i s  th e  s o l e  so u rce  o f  my v o y a g e . My n eed s are  v ery  few  in  
number. I  seldom  e a t  m ea t. I  e a t  o n ly  v e g e t a b le s ,  b read  and n u ts ."

Abdul Baha: "D ost thou t r a v e l  on th e  su r fa c e  o f  th e  earth?"
Wouldjť//f>l/ /  i t  n o t  b e  e x c e l l e n t  i f  thou o o u ld s t  ta k e  a t r ip  toward  
Heaven?"

H. S .1  "Heavèn? I  have n ev er  heard  o f  anyone g o in g  to  H eaven. 
T h is i s  im p o ss ib le ."

Abdul B a h a (S m ilin g ) : "Why im p o ss ib le ?  D id n o t  E l i j a h  go to
Heaven? Mid d id  n o t  C h r is t  ascen d  to Heaven a f t e r  H is c r u c i f ix io n  
and b u r ia l? "

H. S .(P u z z le d )  :" I am n e i t h e r  E l ija h  nor C h r is t .  I  have n o t  
two w ings to  f l y  w ith . I t  seem s to  me th e r e  m ust n eed s b e  a p a ir  
o f  w ings."

Abdul Baha: " E veryth in g  i s  p o s s i b l e .  C h r is t  sa y s :  *Be y e
p e r fe c t  as your F ath er  i n  Heaven i s  p e r f e c t . * You can have th e  p a ir  
o f  w in g s . One i s  Love o f  God and th e  o th e r  i s  r e n u n c ia t io n  o f  
aught e l s e  sa v e  Him.

B. S„: "Then you do n o t  mean t h i s  phenomenal Heaven?"

Abdul Baha: "I mean th e  Heaven from which C h r is t  d escen ded
and to  w hich He ascen d ed  - -  th e  Heaven o f  D iv in e  W ill ,  th e  heaven



o f  s p i r i t u a l i t y .*
H. S .:  “How can one a scen d  to  th a t  Heaven? I s  i t  n o t  m ost

d i f f i c u l t ? *

Abdul Baha: " I t  i s  n o t  more d i f f i c u l t  than, to u r in g  th e  w orld
on f o o t .  Wien th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  T each in gs o f  C h r is t  ta k e s  p o s s e s ­
s io n  o f  th e  h e a r t  and s u f f e r s  man to  become a se r v a n t  o f  th e  w o r ld - 
o f  hum anity , then  i t  w i l l  b e  very  ea sy  f o r  him to  a scen d  to  Heaven."

H. S . : B ut in  t h i s  age th e  C h r is t ia n s  have fo r g o t te n  th e  Com­
mandments o f  C h r is t •“

Abdul Baha: "What h a s t  thou to  do w ith  o th e r s ?  L iv e  thou a c ­
co rd in g  to  th e  T each in gs o f  C h r is t ."

H. $ . :  "You are r ig h t .  I  w i l l  do my b e s t ."

Abdul Baha: "Whom d o s t  thou  th in k  was C hrist?"
H. S . : "I b e l i e v e  h e  was a g r e a t  p h ilo so p h e r ."

Abdul Baha: "Oh, No] He was much g r e a te r  than a p h ilo s o p h e r .
He was th e  Word o f  God, th e  S p i r i t  o f  God."

H. S .:  "WhewJ There are  many sc h o la r s  in  Europe who do n o t
b e l i e v e  th a t  th e r e  was ev er  such a p erson  as C h r is t .  On th e  o th e r  
hand, th e r e  are  an in c r e a s in g  h o s t  o f  p e o p le  whose f a i t h  in  C h ris­
t i a n i t y  i s  shaken b e c a u se  th e  m in is t e r s  o f  th e  G ospel do n o t  l i v e  
in  accord  w ith  th e  b e h e s t s  o f  t h e i r  M aster , They have become w orld ­
l i n g s ,  wrapped up i n  t r a d i t io n s  and dogmas. When I  was in  J e r u ­
sa lem , I  o b serv ed  th e  C h r is t ia n s  have d iv id e d  th e  Church o f  R esur­
r e c t io n  in t o  so many s e c t io n s ,  l i k e  a B azaar, and th ey  are  a l l  th e  
tim e engaged in  an acrim onious c o n tr o v e r sy  and f a c t io n a l  f i g h t s ;  
w h ile  th ey  c la im  C h r is t  b rou gh t P eace  and S a lv a t io n . Where can one 
f in d  p e a c e , and how can one b e  saved?  Through t h e i r  wars th ey  have  
b a n ish ed  th e  P r in c e  o f  P ea ce  from t h e ir  m id s t , and through t h e ir  
r e l ig i o u s  h a tr e d  fo r  each o th e r  th ey  have sh u t th e  door o f  s a lv a ­
t io n ,"

Abdul Baha: "What you say  i s  p e r f e c t ly  t r u e .  But we are  n o t
lo o k in g  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  c o n d it io n s .  L e t u s lo o k  a t  th e  g lo r io u s  L i f e  
o f  C h r is t  and th o se  s a n c t i f i e d  s o u ls  who came a f t e r  Him. D id th ey  
n o t  embody in  t h e ir  deeds th e  i d e a l s  o f  t h e ir  words? There have  
appeared many p h ilo s o p h e r s  i n  th e  w o r ld , b u t  th ey  are  a l l  f o r g o t ­
t e n .  B ut b e c a u se  C h r is t  was th e  S p i r i t  and th e  Word o f  God, He and 
H is d i s c i p l e s  through Him became th e  fo u n ta in s  o f  th e  Water o f  L i f e .  
Now I hope th a t  l i k e  unto them thou w i l t  b e  I. a ls o  th e  means o f  th e  
i l l t o i n a t i o n  o f  th e  w orld  o f  hum anity and se r v e  God."

H. S .:  " S erve  God? There i s  no one i n  t h i s  w orld  who can
serveG od, b e c a u se  we are  n o t  a b le  to  s e e  Him. He i s  above our  
human ken* In  my mind th e  o n ly  way we can se r v e  Him i s  to  se r v e  
mankind and tr y  to  a l l e v i a t e  th e  sorrow s and s u f f e r in g s  o f  th e  p e o ­
p le ,"

Abdul Baha: " C h r is t  se r v e d  God and H is  a p o s t le s  se r v e d  God.
T h e ir  s e r v ic e  was to  hum anity and was a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s e r v ic e  
to  God."

H. S„: "What are  you doing?"

Abdul Baha: " I am s e r v in g  Gods I  ain th e  se r v a n t o f  God. I
g iv e  s ig h t  to  th e  b l in d ,  h e a r in g  to  th e  d e a f ,  th e  power o f  sp eech
to  th e  m ute and know ledge to  th e  ig n o r a n t . I  r a is e d  th e  dead , I



d e l iv e r  th o s e  who a re  i n  d ark n ess and g u id e  them in t o  th e  realm  o f  
L igh t*  I  make th e  p o o r , r ic h  and th e  weak p o w er fu l. I  s a t i s f y  th e  
hungry on es w ith  th e  Bread o f  L i f e  and a l la y  th e  t h i r s t  o f  th e  
t h i r s t y  on es w ith  th e  pu re Water o f  Im m o r ta lity . T h is i s  my work.

H. S . î  "When I  was in  S tu t tg a r t  I  a tten d ed  an E speranto  m eet­
in g  a d d ressed  hy Abdul B aha. Does Abbas E ffe n d i know him? He i s a  
w ise  man and i s  in  g r e a t  sympathy w ith  th e  E speranto la n g u a g e . He 
h a s many fo l lo w e r s  i n  S tu t tg a r t*  H is  r e l i g i o n  i s  c a l l e d  B a h a i.
(The t r a n s la t o r  h e r e  in form ed  H* $ .  th a t  h e  h as b een  sp eak in g  w ith  
Abdul Baha; th a t  he i s  i n  h i s  p r e s e n c e . Im m ed ia te ly 'h e  became 
more r e s p e c t f u l  and e x p r e sse d  g r e a t  jo y  and h a p p in e s s .)  I s  i t  p o s ­
s i b l e  th a t  I  am i n  th e  P r e se n c e  o f  Abdul Bhha? I  have been  lo n g in g  
fo r  t h i s  o c c a s io n ."

Abdul Balia ( ta k in g  i n  h i s  hand th e  l a s t  book o f  T a b le ts  to  c o r ­
r e c t )  became s i l e n t .  A fte r  a few m in u te s , c o n v e r sa tio n  s ta r te d  
again*

Abdul Baha: "Even a b ir d  can f l y  around th e  w o r ld . I t  i s  n o t
a d i f f i c u l t  accom plishm ent* T h erefo re  become thou  a r o y a l b ir d  o f  
th e  Kingdom, and l i k e  u n to  th e  A ngel so a r  toward th e  h ea v éb ly  w orlds*  
I  can a ssu r e  th e e  th a t  th y  e x p e r ie n c e s  w i l l  b e  more than  m a r v e llo u s«"

H .S .:  " I h o p e 'to  g e t  a p a ir  o f  s tr o n g  w ings to  accom plish
t h i s  d i f f i c u l t  ta sk ."

Abdul Baha: " I pray  th a t  when thou  go e s t  to  N a za reth , th e
p la c e  o f  C h r is t ’ s  n a t i v i t y ,  th e  S p i r i t  o f  God may d escen d  upon th e e  
and th e  w ings o f  l i g h t  b e  g r a n ted  th e e ,  so th a t  thou maye s t  so a r  in  
th e  im m ensity  o f  God’ s  sp ace  and b e h o ld  th e  wonders o f  H is C r e a t io n .”

H. S. : "I w i l l  a ls o  pray fo r  t h i s ."

Abdul Baha: "Where d o s t  thou go from here?"
H. S ,:  "From h e r e  I  s h a l l  l e a v e  tomorrow on f o o t  fo r  Naza­

r e t h ,  then  T ib e r ia s ,  B e ir u t ,  Damascus, C o b s ta n tin o p le , Caucasus and 
thenp  e n te r in g  P e r s ia  from th e  n o r th , I  w i l l  g e t  o u t from th e  
South— P e r s ia n  G u lf . Then I n d ia ,  Japan, C hina, A u s tr a lia ,  Hawa­
i i a n  I s la n d s  and th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s . -------- W hile I  was in  Z anzibar I
e n ter ed  a Church and to  my h o rro r  I  saw th e  p ic t u r e s  o f  God, C h r is t  
and Mary, p a in te d  b la c k ."

Abdul Baha: "Y ès; b e c a u se  th ey  are  b la c k  th e m se lv e s , th ey
th in k  everybody e l s e ,  in c lu d in g  God, C h r is t , e t c . ,  m ust b e  b la c k ."

In  s h o r t ,  t h i s  was th e  o u t l in e  o f  th e  t a l k .  M eanwhile Eliosro  
b rou gh t fo r  h im , c o f f e e ,  t e a  and ca k e . Then th e  M aster asked  some­
one to  b r in g  him a d is h  o f  p i s t a c h i o s ,  which he i n  tu rn  s h e l l e d  and 
gave  th e  m eat to  h im . The tim e  o f  p a r t in g  draw ing n ig h , h e  p la c e d  
i n  th e  palm o f  h i s  hand an E n g lish  pound, and w ish ed  him much su c ­
c e s s  i n  h i s  lo n g  u n d e r ta k in g . The cake and p i s t a c h io s  wrere a ls o  p 
p u t in  a pap er and g iv e n  to  him f o r  h i s  lu n c h .

In  th e  a fte r n o o n , two Arabs c a l l e d  on him , s ta y in g  w ith  him 
fo r  h a l f  and h ou r. Then h e d ic t a t e d  a number o f  T a b le ts  f o r  th e  
b e l i e v e r s  i n  Bakou. I t  was m o o n lig h t when he re tu r n e d  from h i s  w alk . 
"How b e a u t i f u l  t h i s  m o o n lig h t n ig h t*  he t o ld  u s ,  as he e n te r e d  th e  
h o u se .

Ahmad Sohrab.



Bahai N e s t ,  Mount Carmel H a ifa , S y r ia .
J u ly  1 ,  1914

Dear F r ien d s:
I t  i s  now one year  th a t  through  th e  u n t ir in g  a c t i v i t i e s  o f Mr, 

and M rs. J ob H, Hannen and a hand o f  f a i t h f u l  w ork ers, th e se  l e t t e r s  
have been c ir c u la t e d  in  ty p e w r it te n  c o p ie s  to  as w ide a c i r c l e  as i t  
has been p o s s ib le  to  rea ch  under the c ir c u m sta n c e s . To everyone who 
h as g iven  a h e lp in g  hand in  t h i s  m a tte r , I o f f e r  ray h e a r t f e l t  thanks .
A l l  a lo n g  the l i n e  i t  has been a work o f  lo v e  and s e r v i c e .  The reward  
o f  the la b o r e r s  i s  w ith  th e  L ord. I t  i s  my hope th a t  I may become 
a s s i s t e d  to  keep you in  to u ch  w ith  th e  words and movements o f the Be- 
lo v e d  as lo n g  as I am k e p t  in  h is  n e igh b orh ood . Nowadays t h i s  i s  the  
s m a l le s t  th in g  I can do fo r  th e  b e l i e v e r s ,  and I h op e, r e a l i z i n g  th a t  
t h i s  i s  a work o f  lo v e ,  th ey  w i l l  o v er lo o k  in th e ir  generous s p i r i t ,  
i t s  sh ortcom in gs and numerous d e f e c t s .  I am n ot w orthy to  w r ite  even  
one word about the B le s se d  One, He l i v e s  in  an atm osphere o f  pure 
h o l in e s s .  No d e s c r ip t io n ,  no m atter  how su b lim e and e lo q u e n t , can ade- 
q u a te ly  p o r tra y  hiB d iv in e  c h a r a c te r  and s p i r i t u a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  How 
f o o l i s h  on our p a r t  to  th in k  th a t  any word or a c t io n  em anating from us 
has h e lp ed  the Cause!

T his morning th e  B eloved  was ta lk in g  about sp e a k in g , p u b l i c ly ,  
he s a i d : -  "One must alw ays use th e  s im p le s t  and most d ir e c t  w o r d s ,th a t  
the meaning may be e a s i l y  conveyed to the minds o f  the h e a r e r s . In  
w r it in g ,  we must u se  the same s t y l e  as in  p u b lic  sp e a k in g . One must be 
th e  m irror o f the o th e r , r e f l e c t i n g  the i d e a l s ,  f e e l in g s  and thoughts  
o f  th e  average man. The B le s se d  P e r fe c t io n  o fte n  remarked th a t  a. l e c t u r e  
must be l ik e  unto a c o o l ,  p u r e , r e f r e s h in g  stream  o f  w a te r . I t  i s  not 
n e c e ssa r y  to use o b sc u r e , o b s o le te  and d i f f i c u l t  v/ords ; the s im p ler  th e  
more e f f e c t i v e . ”

Sp eak ing  about the fu tu r e  o f  the C ause, he s a id :  "When I le a v e  
t h i s  w orld I w ish  my h e a r t  to be e n t i r e ly  a ssu red  and c o n f id e n t  and 
KNOW th a t  th e  B le s se d  P e r f e c t io n  has su ch  se r v a n ts  who w i l l  a r is e  to  
se r v e  H is Cause w ith  m iracu lou s f a i t h  and e x tr a o rd in a r y  c o u r a g e .”

R eading a l e t t e r  from  V ien n a , where th e  b e l ie v e r s  have h e ld  a P ea st  
on the 23rd o f  May to  commemorate th e  d e c la r a t io n  o f  th e  Bab, he s a id :  
"R eally  i t  would do him good i f  N aser Eddin Shah cou ld  come out o f  th e  
grave and behold  th e  prom otion o f  th e  C au se, and s e e  how a l l  over Europe 
and even in  V ienna the Banner o f the Kingdon i s  u p ra ised ! He used  to 
sa y  th a t:  * If th ey  t e l l  me t h i s  t r e e  In my palace is  a B a h a i, I w i l l  cu t  
i t  down, r o o t  and b ran ch . I s h a l l  n o t r e s t  u n t i l  t h i s  community i s  en ­
t i r e l y  e x te r m in a te d .1 Now l e t  him come and se e  how in  V ien n a , on th e  
day o f  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  the Bab, th ey  have g iv en  a P e a s t!  The mon­
archy o f th e  Shah o f  P e r s ia  i s  c o l la p s e d ,  w h ile  th e  Power o f  the Supreme 
Bab i s  trium phant a l l  over th e  w o r ld .”

In th e  l a s t  m a i l ,  th e  M aster had r e c e iv e d  the photographs o f  many 
l e t t e r s  w r it te n  by th e  P r in c e s ,1 o f f i c i a l s  and Ulemas d tir in g  the l i f e ­
tim e o f  the Bab, show ing how con tem p tu ou sly  th ey  w rote about the C ause, 
c a l l i n g  the B abis by a l l  manner o f  e v i l  names and la y in g  at th e ir  door 
r e v o lu t io n ,  s e d i t i o n ,  im m o ra lity , and what n o t .  In  th e se  l e t t e r s  Balia- 
o ’l l a h  i s  h e ld  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  a l l  th e se  a b u se s , and h i s  immediate e x ­
t in c t io n  in s i s t e d  upon. There w ere a ls o  a s e r ie s  o f  p h o tograp h s, such  
as th e  P o r tr e s s  o f  C h eh rig , where the Bab was im prisoned  b e fo re  H is ex ­
e c u t io n , th e  garden in  which he p ra y ed , th e  room in  which he was s e n ­
ten ced  to d ea th  in  the p r e se n c e  o f  th e  p r in c e s  Ulemas , ani th e  l a s t  
photograph was th a t o f th e  b e l ie v e r s  in  one o f  th e  N orthern c i t i e s  o f  
P e r s ia . ,  I f e l t ,  su ch  a deep in t e r e s t  in  a l l  ..thebe t h in g s , fo r  they  lin k  
your s p i r i t  w ith  th o se  m ighty and dram atic even ts o f  th e  e a r ly  h is to r y  
o f  th e  Cause .

Then two Arabs o f  the I s la n d s  o f  K ascat and K ow eit(n ear the P e r s ia n
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G ulf) came tQ se e  the B e lo v e d . As th ey  spoke in  our la n g u a g e , he w e l­
comed them in  P e r s ia n . As th e .E n g l is h  in f lu e n c e  i s  predom inant in  th e se  
I s la n d s ,  th e  t a lk  r e v o lv e d  upon th e  p r e s e n ta t io n  o f t h i s  s u b j e c t .  The 
n a t iv e  r u le r s  are  c a l ^  o f  l a t e  th e y  have l o s t  a l l  th e ir
form er p r e s t ig e  end t h e i r ^  p r e r o g a t iv e  are r e s t r i c t e d . The M aster  
r e la t e d  to  .them tlie  fo l lo w in g  h is  t o r i c a l  e v e n t:  D uring th e  r e ig n  o f  Shah 
Abbas th e  Great* th e r e  w ere , s e v e n te e n  I s la n d s  in  th e  P e r s ia n  G u lf . The 
H o lla n d ers  on th e ir  tou r o f  e x p lo r a t io n  came upon th e se  I s -
lan d s , and f in d in g  them e x tr e m sly  advantageous fo r  t r a d e , took  p o s s e s ­
s io n  o f  them and founded C o lo n ie s ♦ In a  s h o r t  t im e , , th ey  m onopolized  
a l l  th e  Im port» a ^  out o f  P e r s ia ,  and as a r e s u l t
o f  t h i s  t h e y . be came ó p u leh t and 'ri c h . The I s i  ands p rosp ered  hy lea p s  
and hounds. The fa m o u s 'E n g lish  Çompany was j u s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  I n d ia ,  
and look ed  askance upon the in tr u s io n  o f  the H o lla n d ers  a c r o ss  th e  s e a .  
Shah Abbas a ls o  d id  n o t  l i k e  to  s e e  h i s  cou n try  so ca lm ly  ap p rop ria ted  
by f o r e ig n e r s ,  and g e t t in g  r ic h  so  q u ic k ly  on th e  f a t  o f the la n d . Hence 
he e n ter ed  in to  an agreem ent w ith  th e  E n g lish  Company th a t  i f  th ey  gave 
him th e  n ecessa ry n u m b er  o f  s h ip s ,  he would in  tu rn  m uster th e  army and 
f i g h t  a g a in s t  th e  H o lla n d ers and d r iv e  them away from  th e  I s la n d s . A fter  
much d i s c u s s io n ,  i t  was f i n a l l y  d e c id e d  th a t the b o o ty  be d iv id e d  b e ­
tw een the P e r s ia n s  and th e  E n g l i s h ,  in  eq u a l sh a res ; th e  I s la n d s  came 
in to  the p o s s e s s io n s  o f  th e  B r ito n s ,  th e  s h ip s  be g ivena back arid ten  
thousand h a le s  o f  raw s i l k  be s e n t  to  England a n n u a lly . When th e  two 
h ig h  c o n tr a c t in g  p a r t ie s  agreed  on th e s e  m a t te r s , th e  E n g lis h  Company 
w rote  to  England th a t  we have d is c o v e r e d  ’ the Second I n d ia .  * F in a l ly  
f o r t y  s h ip s  were brought in to  a c t iv e  campaign and th e  P e r s ia n  Government 
m u ster in g  i t s  tro o p s  wçnt o u t a g a in s t  the H o lla n d e r s . A fte r  s e v e r a l  
n a v a l en gagem en ts, th e  H o lla n d ers  were d e fe a te d , t h e ir  fo r tu n e s  c o n f i s ­
c a te d  and th ey  were d r iv e n  away out o f  a l l  the I s la n d s ♦ The P e r s ia n  
Governmerit to o k  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  I s la n d s , d id  not d iv id e  the s p o i l s  
o f  war as a g r e e d , nor d id  th e y  g iv e  any ten  thousand b a le s  o f  s i l k  an­
n u a l ly .  A l l  th a t  the ; ' Î E î a ' ť j.a.o' VfâB_>-'.“to tak e  back by f o r c e  i t s  f o r t y  
b a tte r e d  and damaged empty s h i p s . ”

At two o ’ c lo c k ,  to  ou t u t t e r  s u r p r is e ,  th e  B eloved  d ec id ed  to  
le a v e  fo r  Acca to  a tten d  to  some im portant a f f a i r s  o f  the C ause. T his 
tim e I was l e f t  b e h in d . As he came out o f  the h o u se , he t o ld  me he 
would s t a y  away o n ly  fo r  two d a y s , or p rob ab ly  th r e e ,  and then  r e tu r n . 
K ir za  Hobsen and Kh.osro weye the fo r tu n a te  ones to  accompany him ,

• No soon er had he l e f t  than  I f e l t  th a t  som eth ing  was m iss in g ;  the  
h ou se d id  n o t lo o k  th e  s ^ e i p t h e . f l o w e r s  Were n ot so charming as in  other  
d a y s , the p e o p le  lo o k ed  d if fe r ^ r it  and I began to th in k  ; "Why am I here?

• Why am I  n o f  ■ in  ;the w 6rld .it th e  Caus e? W hat. k eep s . me h ere  ? " ' The
Then D o cto r  Khodahakah and B adi E f fe n d i came in to  my room, and w ith  M irza  
Koneer and M irza N eareddin  w e .c a l le d  a t  t h e ir  h o u se . We had a s p i r i t ­
u a l m e e tin g , r e a d in g  T a b le ts  arid s in g in g  Bahai s o n g s . On our r e tu r n ,  
we found M irza A l i  Akbar in  th e  garden surrounded* by a number o f  fr ien d s  

.H is  w if e  v a s  in  the. h o u se , b id d in g  her l a s t  fa r e w e ll  to  th e  members o f  
. th e  H oly fa m ily ,  . . : v

A fte r  a few  m in u te s , sh e  came o u t ,  and we cou ld  h ear her weep and 
c r y  b ecau se  o f  t h i s  tenm porary s e p a r a t io n . E veryone p r e se n t  bade f a r e ­
w e l l  to our b r o th e r , h op in g  th a t  we s h a l l  m eet him a g a in  som ewhere. He 
and h i s w ife  w i l l  s to p  a;few .- days in  B e ir u t  and Const an t i n o p le , and then  
wend th e ir  way toward Bakou. When we ascen d ed  the M ountain , I look ed  
lo n g in g ly  a c ro ss  t h e  Bay toward A cca , fo r  th e  B eloved  o f  my h e a r t l i v e s  
th e r e ,  and I am fa r  away, from  h im . W ill he no t  r e tu r n  r e a l  soon? W ill 
h e keep the Sun o f  H is countenance h idden  frpm .u.s?, I look ed  a l l  around,

■ b u t I corild n o t f in d  h im .1; I^lopked.^intd; loy h ea rt?  Do you th in k  I found 
. jaim, th ere?  1 '

Ahmad Sohrab



Bahai N e s t ,  Mount C arm el, H a ifa  S y r ia .
J u ly  2 , 1914

Dear J r ie n d s : -
Today I s ta y e d  in  my H eat and worked, Wien th e  M aster i s  n o t here  

no one d escen d s th e  M o u n ta in --u n le ss  to  a tten d  th e  M eeting th ree  n ig h ts  
a w eek. P erched  on the: s lo p e  o f  th e  M ountain, my l i t t l e  N est i s  always 
c o o l ,  and th e  g e n t le  "breeze w a fts  through  i t  a t  a l l  t im e s . But i f  one 
w alks in  th e  su n , i t  i s  q u ite  h o t .  The M ountain does d o t  d is p la y  much 
f l o r a l  d e c o r a t io n , a s in  th e  w in te r  and sp r in g  m onths, h u t th e  o l iv e  
and th e  f i g ,  th e  f i r  and th e  p in e  t r e e s  are v erd an t as e v e r .  A ll  
around my N e st th e r e  are  la r g e  f i g  t r e e s  la d en  w ith  th e  f r u i t ,  w hich  
w i l l  he r ip en ed  in  a month or 20 d a y s . In  f r o n t  o f  my porch  th e re  i s  
a p la in  t r e l l i s ,  h o ld in g  up th e  green branches o f  a v in e ,  w hich boastB  
o f  s e v e r a l  hunches o f  g r a p e s , y e t  u n r ip en ed . Under the warm su n sh in e  
th e  s e a  íb  calm  and b lu e ,  s e v e r a l  steam ers are anchored in  the Bay, and 
l o v e ly  v e s s e l s  w ith  w h ite  canvas are s a i l i n g  sm ooth ly  and d r e a m ily , no 
one knows to  what d e s t in a t io n .  W h ite , f l e e c y  c lou d s sa u n ter  a im le s s ly  
through  th e  sk y , o b s tr u c t in g  th e  sun fo r  a few m inutes from i t s  s h in in g  
h u t we alw ays know th a t  ev ery  c lo u d  has a s i l v e r  l i n i n g .  Our two b r o ­
t h e r s ,  D octor  Khodabaksh and Badi E f f  e n d i , B . A. were w ith  me a l l  morn­
in g , r e a d in g , w r i t in g  and sp e a k in g . As t h i s  was th e  n ig h t  o f  m ee tin g , 
we d escen ded  th e  M ountain , and on our way we met M rs. K oagg, and M iss 
S an d erson , w ith  th e  members o f  th e  H oly F a m ily , g o in g  up to  v i s i t  the  
B le s se d  Tomb o f  th e  B ah.

The t r a n s la t io n  o f  a few e x tr a c t s  from T a b le ts  to  P e r s ia n  b e l ie v e r s  
w i l l  I  am su re  be en jo y ed  by a l l  o f  u s : -

MAe much as you are  a b le ,  be ye f a i t h f u l  a t the T hreshold  o f the  
B eauty  o f  Abha. F a ith fu ln e s s  demands s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  and th e  g iv in g  up 
o f  on e’ s l i f e  in  th e  P a th  o f  th e  B eloved  o f  R e g io n s . V e r i ly  He con firm - 
e th  whomsoever He w i l l e t h  in  w h atsoever  He d e s ir e t h  and v e r i l y  He i s  
th e  Supporter and th e  M e r c i f u l ."

"Today th e  d is t in g u is h e d  le a d e r s  o f  n a t io n s  must s in g  su ch  a song  
in  th e  e a r s  o f th e  p e o p le  th a t  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  w orld  o f hum anity may 
be s t i r r e d  in to  c h e e r fu ln e s s ,  and draught su ch  a com prehensive p la n  o f  
u n iv e r s a l  u n io n , th e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  w h ich  may be c a s t  upon th e  m irror  
o f  the w orld o f  e x is t e n c e  and be no o th er  than th e  r e a l  p r o to ty p e  and 
p o r t r a i t  o f  th e  Realm on H ig h , In  o th e r  w ords, to  promote the p r i n c i ­
p le s  o f  th e  S u b lim ity  o f  th e  human w o r ld , w hich i s  l o f t i e r  than t h i s  
f i c t i t i o u s  heaven and sp read  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  Luminary o f  th e  M er c ifu l  
U n iv e r se , w h ich  i s  more r a d ia n t  and lum inous than th e  s t a r s  studded in  
yon b lu e  dome

"Thy l e t t e r  was r e c e iv e d .  P r a is e  be t o  Gcd i t  c o n ta in e d  th e  good 
news o f  th e  f ir m n e ss  and s t e a d f a s t n e s s  o f  th e  b e l ie v e r s  o f  God; th a t  
th e y  are w i l l i n g  to  s a c r i f i c e  t h e i r  l i v e s  in  th e  aren a  o f  te a c h in g  the  
Cause o f  t h e i r  lo r d ;  th a t  th e y  have u n loosed  t h e ir  ton gu es in  the g lo ­
r i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  B e loved  o f  th e  r e g io n s ;  th a t  th ey  are  th e  means o f  
g u id in g  the p e o p le  o f  e r r o r ;  th a t  t h e ir  h e a r ts  are  f u l l  o f  a cc la m a tio n  
and t h e ir  s p i r i t s  l i k e  unto t h a t  o f  th e  a n g e ls  are  o v e r flo w in g  w ith  
clam or and r e j o i c i n g .  T h is news im parted s p i r i t u a l  jo y  and h a p p in ess  
th a t  p r a is e  be to  God th e  b e l ie v e r s  in  T eheran- -  -  are a l l  u n ited  and 
a g r ee d , and th a t  th e y  are s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  in  th e  P a th  o f  th e  B le s se d  
P e r f e c t io n .  T h is i s  th e  u lt im a te  B esto w a l o f  th e  M er c ifu l One! This 
i s  the Magnet whereby to  a t t r a c t  th e  P r o te c t io n  and P ro v id en ce  o f  His 
H ighness the One! T h is i s  th e  Power through  whose a s s is t a n c e  one draws 
v ic t o r y  from the Kingdom o f  G lory! T h erefore  i t  i s  my hope th a t  day ;by;. 
day the l i g h t  o f  Guidance may s h in e  f o r t h  and th e  E a st  and th e  West o f  
P e r s ia  become lum inous and e n l ig h t e n e d .  -  -  -  - H
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"0 th ou  g lo r io u s  p erso n a g e! H is h o l in e s s  Abul P a z a e l-  -may my l i f e  
be a s a c r i f i c e  to  h im --d u r ih g  th e  days o f  b i s  l i f e  d id  n ot r e s t  one 
moment, nor d id  he B leep  one n ig h t  a t  ea ee  on th e  couch o f  c o m fo r t. Day 
and n ig h t  t e  v a s  engaged  i n . th e  p rom u lga tion  o f  th e  Cause o f  God, the  
prom otion  o f  th e  Word o f  God, th e  d em o n stra tio n  o f  p r o o f  and argument 
and r e f u t in g  th e  o p p o s it io n  o f  e v e r y  a n ta g o n is t  and d e n ie r .  P r a is e  be 
to  God t t o t  : th rou gh  'ithev^Most^ ^ e a t  Fa^ror and Bounty many e p i s t l e s  are  
l e f t  b eh in d  from  ttie perfiim edfpen o f  th a t  n ob le  s o u l .  D uring h i s  l a s t  
days he w rote  a book w ith  th e  utm ost o f  e lo q u e n c e , b r in g in g  f o r t h  b r i l ­
l i a n t  p r o o f s  , arguments and e v id e n c e s , b u t a f t e r  h i s  d ep a rtu re  th a t  man­
i f e s t  book'was m isé in g ;ÿ ^  to  Teheran a number o f
h i s  u n p u b lis h e d -w r it in g s ^  and p a m p h lets , th a t  in  c o -o p e r a t io n
w ith  t h e i r  honors Naiem , Ébne A bhar, Ebne A sdag, M ollah  Mohammed A l i  
G a in i , Samandar and Aga Sayad Mehdi you may o r g a n ize  a com m ittee w ith  
th e  utm ost thorou gh n ess and p r e c i s io n ,  and out o f  th o se  numerous e p i s t l e s  
ch o o se  enough m a te r ia ls  fo r  th e  p u b lic  a t  ion  o f  one or two v o lu m e s .
Thus th e  la b o r s  o f  th a t  n o b le  s o u l  may y i e ld  r e s u l t s  . T h is i s  a most 
g r e a t  s e r v ic e  to  th e  Cause o f  God, U n q u estio n a b ly  w ith  th e  utm ost e f ­
f o r t  a r is e  ye  in  th e  accom plishm ent o f  t h i s  m atter., and engage ye in  
t h i s  im p ortan t a f f a i r  w ith  p e r fe c t  u n i t y ,  accord  and c o -o r d in a t io n . This 
w i l l  be th e  means o f  th e  h a p p in ess  o f  th e  S p i r i t  o f  th a t  n o b le  p e r so n -  

' age . -  -  >

To M iss J u l i e t  Thompson h e ’'-w rites':-

, M0 thou  dau ghter o f  th e  Kingdom! Thy l e t t e r  r e c e iv e d ,  Thou h a st  
w r it t e n  co n cern in g  th e  u n io n , agreem ent and a f i n i t y  amongst th e  b e ­
l i e v e r s .  T h is news was jo y - im p a r t in g . In  the w orld  o f  e x is t e n c e  the  
m ost g r e a t  a f f a i r  i s  lo v e  and am ity  betw een th e  h e a r t s ,  e s p e c i a l ly  
amongst th e  f r ie n d s  o f  God. S t r iv e  ye as much as p o s s ib le  so  th a t day 
by day lo v e  and am ity may be in c r e a s e d . And when p e r f e c t  g o o d -fe llo w sh ip  
becom es o b ta in a b le  amongst th e  b e l ie v e r s  o f  New Y ork, then  the p en e­
t r a t io n  o f  th e  Cause o f  God w i l l  become g r e a te r  day by d ay , th e  l i g h t  
o f  gu idance w i l l  sh in e  w ith  more b r i l l i a n c y ,  th e  darkness o f  su pa*sti-  
t io n s  w i l l  be e n t i r e l y  b an ish ed  and th a t  c i t y  w i l l  become the P a ra d ise  
o f  Abha! And t h i s  w i l l  become con d u cive  to  th e  awakening and m in d fu l­
n e ss  o f  th e  p e o p le .  — -  -  - M

- ,  ̂ Ahmad Sohrab v
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Bahai B e s t ,  Mount Carm el, H a ifa  S y r ia  
J u ly  3 , 19l i

Dear F r ie n d s : -

In  th e  H oly Land th e r e  are  many s t o r i e s  e x ta n t  co n cern in g  the won­
d e r fu l  L if e  o f  C h r is t ,  w hich  are n ot r e la t e d  in  any o f  th e  S yn op tic  
G o sp e ls , Two o f  such s t o r i e s  were r e la t e d  to us by our B eloved  Abdul 
Baha, w hich I would l i k e  to  sh are  w ith  you to d a y . He s a i d ; -

"It i s  record ed  in  one o f  th e  T a b le ts  o f  B a h a 'o ' l la h  th a t  a t  one 
tim e H is H o lin e s s  C h r is t  was in  th e  w i ld e r n e s s .  I t  was n ig h t ,  and im­
p e n e tr a b ly  dark . I t  was v e r y  c o ld ,  and He was t h in ly  c la d .  Then i t  
s t a r t e d  to  r a in  v e ry  h a rd . C h r is t  d id  n o t know to  w hich d ir e c t io n  He 
sh o u ld  tu rn  h is fa c e  in. t h i s  p i t c h  d a r k n e ss . He t r i e d  to  w a lk , b u t He 
stu m bled  a t  e v e r y  s t e p .  F in a l ly  He reach ed  a c a v e . He w ish ed  to  e n ter  
i n ,  in  order to  e sc a p e  th e  r a in ,  b u t Hé heard th e  r o a r in g  o f  l i o n s  and 
w ild  an im als . He came ou ta n d  s to o d  a lo n e  in  th e  o p e n . The r a in  became 
t o r r e n t i a l  said d a sh in g  a g a in s t  th e  s lo p e s  o f  th e  rocky m ountains , formed 
strea m s o f  w a te r , c a r r y in g  e v e r y th in g  b e fo r e  them w ith  fu r y  and ra g e  .
How and th en  f la s h e s  o f  l ig h t e n in g  r e v e a le d  th e  aw fu l havoc wrought by 
th e  sto rm , and thunder p e a le d  a c r o ss  th e  s k y . W hile th e  r a in  was p o u r­
in g  upon H is H ead, He s a id :  'Oh God! Thou has p rov id ed  n e s t s  fo r  the  
fo w ls  o f  th e  a i r ,  ca v ern s fo r  th e  w ild  b e a s t s ,  f o ld s  fo r  th e  sh e e p , but 
Oh Lord! Thou h a s t  n o t g iv e n  even a sm a ll c o t ta g e  to  th e  Son o f  Man, 
so  th a t  He m ight p r o t e c t  H im se lf  from the r a in !  Oh F a th er! Thou b e -  
h o ld e s t  th a t  my bed i s  th e  hard e a r t h ,  my food  i s  th e  g r a ss  o f  th e  f i e l d  
and my lam ps a re  th e  s t a r s  o f  th e  n ig h tt*  A fte r  a few  m inu tes o f  s i l ­
e n c e ,  He b u r s t  f o r t h  in  g lo r io u s  th a n k s g iv in g , sa y in g :  '0  God! Who i s  
r ic h e r  than I?  H ast Thou n o t g iv e n  me th e  h ea v en ly  G i f t ,  the G if t  o f  
th e  Guidance o f  God? That c e l e s t i a l  B esto w a l w hich Thou d id s t  n o t con­
f e r  upon th e  k in g s ,  m in i s t e r s ,  n o b le s ,  p r in c e s ,  p h ilo so p h e r s  and r ic h  
men, Thou h a s t  bestow ed upon th e  Son o f  Man:. V e r i ly ,  who i s  r ic h e r  than
I?» «

" It i s  s a id  th a t  a t  an oth er  tim e H is H o lin e s s  C h r is t  e n te r e d  a v i l ­
l a g e .  In  th o se  days many h o u ses were broken through  and e v e r y th in g  c a r ­
r ie d  away by th e  ro b b ers; hence th e  a u t h o r i t i e s  had is s u e d  an order th a t  
none o f  th e  in h a b ita n ts  sh ou ld  e n t e r t a in  a s tr a n g e r  in  h i s  h o u se , f e a r ­
in g  th a t  he m ight be in  a l l i a n c e  w ith  th e  rob b ers o u t s id e .  C h r is t  s to p p ­
ed b e fo re  th e  h ou se o f  a v e ry  poor o ld  woman, and knocked a t  th e  d o o r .
The o ld  woman opened the d o o r , and saw th a t  C h r is t  was s e e k in g  a s h e l t e r  
L ooking in to  th e  fa c e  o f  C h r is t ,  and b e h o ld in g  H is g e n t le n e s s ,  h u m ility  
and s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  sh e  d id  n o t have th e  h e a r t  to  r e fu s e  him and sen d  him  
away. T h erefo re  w ith  th e  utm ost r e s p e c t  sh e  in v i t e d  Him to  e n te r  th e  
h o u se . From H is sp e e c h  and c o n d u ct, th e  o ld  woman i n t u i t i v e l y  f e l t  th a t  
sh e was e n t e r t a in in g  more than an o rd in ary  m o r ta l. Then she came f o r ­
ward and k i s s i n g  H is  Hand, sh e  s a id :  'S ave  one son I have no one e l s e  
in  t h i s  w o r ld . Up to  a  l i t t l e  w h ile  ago he has been s o b e r , i n t e l l i g e n t  
and in d u s tr io u s ,  and h i s  income i s  th e  s o l e  so u rce  o f  our m aintenance . 
But now he has become moody, morose and i r r i t a b l e .  Whereas fo rm erly  
ours was a home o f  jo y  and h a p p in e s s , now i t  i s  changed in to  a home o f  
mourning and s a d n e s s . He works a l l  d a y , but when he comes home he does 
n o t sp ea k , and moves r e s t l e s s l y  a l l  n ig h t  in  h is  bed , To a l l  my p le a d ­
in g  q u e s t io n s , he tu rn s away h ie  f a c e  and d oes n o t a n sw e r .' C h r is t  s a id  
♦Send him to  m e. I w i l l  speak  w ith  h im !' A fte r  s u n s e t ,  the son  r e ­
turned  to  th e  h o u se . H is mother went to him and s a id :  'We have to n ig h t
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a g u e st  "who i s  n o b le  and s p i r i t u a l . I  f e e l  su re  he can h e lp  t h e e . ’ At 
f i r s t  he d id  n o t want to  g o ,  but th e  s o l i c i t o u s  m other persuaded him to  
do s o .  At l a s t  he con sen ted V  E n te r in g  th e  room, he found C h r is t  s i t t ­
in g  on th e  f l o o r .  Im m ed iately  He was up on H is f e e t ,  w elcom ing th e  way­
ward s o n . A fte r  a  moments o f  in t im a te  t a l k ,  he asked the boy: 'W e ll, 
my so n , t e l l  me what tr o u b le s  th ee?  What i s  the cause o f  thy  worry?*
He r e p l ie d :  'N o th in g ! * 'Thou a r t  n o t  t e l l i n g  me th e  t r u th . I know 
thou a r t  la b o r in g  under th e  w e ig h t o f  a  g r e a t  p a in , my son! T e l l  me the 
ca u se  o f  thy  tr o u b le  . I am in t e r e s t e d  in  thy w e lfa r e  and my h e a r t i s  
f u l l  o f  sympathy fo r  t h e e .  B e s t  ye a ssu red  th a t  I w i l l  n o t d iv u lg e  thy  
s e c r e t  to  any human b e in g . I  w i l l  keep  i t  to  m y se lf  and w i l l  do my u t ­
most to  l ig h t e n  th y  lo a d .  Am I n o t thy  k in d  fa th e r  and thou my b eloved  
son?" 'My p a in  i s  ir r e m e d ia b le J ' th e  boy s a id ,  s o f t e n in g  th e  ton s o f  h is  
answ ers somewhat under th e  lo v in g  gaze o f C h r is t .  *1 w i l l  f in d  a remedy 
fo r  i t ! *  C h r is t  an sw ered . *0h! I know bo  w e ll  th a t  no one i s  a b le  to  
take away th e  lo a d  from  my h e a r t , ' ' I  am A b le!*  'B ut you are p o w e r le ss .  
You are a ls o  a poor man l i k e  unto u s . Thou h a s t  no remedy fo r  my malady 
•I  am p o w e r fu l, and I am a p h y s ic ia n  fo r  a l l  manner o f  d is e a s e !*  ’T his 
i s  im p o ss ib le !  There i s  no man l i v i n g  who can c la im  so  much!* he s a id ,  
im pressed  by th e  g e n t le  a u t h o r i t a t iv e  ton e  o f  C h r is t .  'Come! Come! T e ll  
me th e  s e c r e t  o f  th y  h e a r t ! '  'But I f e e l  ashamed to  c o n fe s s  i t  to y o u .'  
'D id  I n o t t e l l  th ee  th a t  thou a r t  my son? And why should! th ere  be any­
th in g  but p e r f e c t  in tim a cy  n e tween the son and th e  fa th er? *  'But I f e e l  
to o  im p o lite  to  speak about th e se  t h in g s .  B e s id e s ,  I cannot f in d  proper 
words to  e x p r e ss  my inm ost f e e l in g s  and then  I am a fr a id  I s h a l l  be m is­
u n d e r s to o d . 'No! Not Thou a r t  my r e a l  son ! I w i l l  s u r e ly  understand  
t h e e .  Be n o t a f r a i d .  Be fr a n k ! '  'A fte r  a m inute o f  s i l e n c e ,  he s a id :  
'In  th e  neighborhood o f  t h i s  v i l l a g e  th ere  Lb th e  summer p a la c e  o f  the  

K in g , Once I saw h i s  dau ghter w a lk in g  in  th e  meadows. I lo v e d  her  a t  
f i r s t  s i g h t .  She i s  th e  daughter o f  a  m ighty K in g , and I am a p o o r , m is­
e r a b le  th o r n -p ic k e r . I  cannot sa y  m ore!' And he began to  w eep . H is  
H o lin e ss  C h r is t  c o n so le d  him and s a id :  'R e st  thou a s s u r e d . God w i l l i n g  
th y  hope w i l l  be r e a l i z e d . ’ In  b r i e f ,  a f t e r  a w h ile  C h r is t  so  arranged  
e v e r y th in g  th a t  th e  K in g  co n sen ted  to  g iv e  h i s  d au gh ter  to  th e  poor  
th o r n -p ic k e r  . ï o r  days th e  r o y a l p r e p a r a tio n s  w ent o n , and th e  d a te  fo r  
th e  m arriage was f i x e d .  A ll  th e  tim e th e  boy was v e ry  happy; he thought 
he was in  a f a i r y  dream land; he cou ld  n o t b e l ie v e  th a t  th e ee  are a l l  
r e a l .  When he e n ter ed  th e  m arriage room, and saw a l l  around th e  e x q u i­
s i t e  ded) r a t io n s  ánd fu r n is h in g s ,  and then look ed  in to  th e  fa c e  o f  the  
b e a u t i f u l  b r i d e , -  su d d en ly  a th ou gh t sp ran g up in  h i s  mind: 'T h is man 
(C h r is t )  hás been th e  in stru m en t o f  g iv in g  to  me t h i s  undreamed o f  f e ­
l i c i t y ,  t h i s  w on derfu l b r id e  fo r  whom I was p in in g  away in  my s o l i tu d e  
in  the w ild e r n e s s ;  He has made p o s s ib le  fo r  me to  e n jo y  a l l  t h i s  luxu ry  
and c o m fo r t. I f  He w ere so  p ow erfu l to  prepare; a l l  th e se  th in g s  fo r  me, 
a poor p e a sa n t b o y , why sh o u ld  He n o t have done th e  same f o r  H im self?
I f  He co u ld  sp read  su ch  a banquet o f  r e j o i c i n g  fo r  me, He co u ld  do i t  
fo r  H im se lf  a hundred tim es b e t t e r .  N o tw ith sta n d in g  t h i s  id e a l  power,He 
i s  s t i l l  w a lk in g  in  th e  w i ld e r n e s s ,  e a t in g  th e  g r a s s ,  s l e e p in g  on the  
ground, s i t t i n g  in  th e  d ark n ess, and l i v i n g  a l to g e th e r  a l i f e  o f  poverty.»  
No sooner had t h i s  thou ght come to  h is  mind than he turned h i s  fa c e  to  
h is  b r id e ,  and s a id ;  'S ta y  where thou  a r t :  I have im portant b u s in e s s  to  
a t t e n d ' t o .  I  s h a l l  retu rn  as s o o n .a s  I have f in is h e d  my w ork .' T his sa id  
he ran out o f  the room and h a sten ed  h i s  pace toward the w i ld e r n e s s .  A fter  
much se a r c h , he found C h r is t  s i t t i n g  on a r o c k . Im p etu ou sly  he p r o s tr a t  
ed on the ground, and k is s e d  H is f e e t  and h a n d s , »0 my Lord! Thou wert
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n o t j u s t  towarď me. Thou; h^ me f a i r l y ! 1 ‘ How i s  th at?
Why so?  H ave,.1 nati;;i:e^ ï^ i^ ^ c^ -:'th ee.^ ;th e . h ig h e s t  d e s ir e  o f  th y  h e a r t? '  
.’Yes , -y;eiï̂ ï̂ % .'rf or:-rhe. th a t -  which, thou. h a s t .-n o t d e - '
s ir e d  fo r  t h y s e l f . 1 S u r e ly ,,  s u r e ly ,  thou  d o s t  p o s s e s s  som eth in g  by far  
g r e a t e r . r h p a i e ■ 'tlisk't w hich thou h a s t  bestow ed  upon me.
I f  th e se  th in g s  w ere a c c e p ta b le  and w orthy o f  p o s s e s s io n ,  thou w ouldst 
have ch osen  them fo r  t h y s e l f .  T h erefo re  i t  i s  s e l f e v i d e n t  th a t  thou  
h a s t  som eth in g  more v a lu a b le  and p r e c io u s  than a l l  th e se  t h in g s . Oh! I 
f e e l  so  sad  and asham ed, b ecau se  thou  h a s t  gran ted  me th o se  o b je c ts  
w hich are n o t w orthy o f  th in e  own c o n s id e r a t io n ! ' H is H o lin e s s  C h r is t  
sm ile d  and s a id :  ‘T « r i l y ,  .■ v e r i l y , X s a y  unto t h e e ,  thou a r t  t e l l i n g  the  
t r u t h .  I3ut h a s t  th oü  and w o r th in e ss  to  p o s s e s s  th a t
p e a r l  o f  G reat P r ice ? *  'Ohl ^oird and my hope! I w i l l  s t r i v e  and 
pray to  become w o r th y !’ ’Art' th ou  a b le  to  le a v e  a l l  th e s e  th in g s  b e ­
hind?* *Yes:.* ; ’Then v e r i l y  I d e c la r e  unto th e e , I p o s s e s s  th e  M yster­
i e s  o f  th e  ̂ Kingdom, ^ I c h a T f ^  o f  God, th e  Love o f  God
and th e  Guidance o f  G o d ,’ These are  g r e a te r  than a l l  th e  w o r ld ly  p o s s e s ­
s i o n s .  How, i f  thou  a r t  w l^ t o  p o s s e s s  th e  j e w e ls  o f  th e  Kingdom, 
f o l lo w  me. * He fo llo w e d  C h r is t  t i l l  th e y  jo in e d  th e  o th e r  a p o s t le s  « 
Then a d d r e ss in g  H is d i s c i p l e s ,  he in trod u ced  to  them H is new b e l ie v e r  
( f o l lo w e r )  : *1 have had a tr e a su r e  w hich was h idden  in  t h i s  v i l l a g e  • I 
have j u s t  now Unearthed i t .  Here i s  my t r e a s u r e .  ' "

^ > *3^ 3 , 1914;':J

v

Ahmad Sohrab



, '*■ ;Bahai N e s t , Mount G arniel, H a ifa , S y r ia
‘ , -, V' J u ly  4 ,  1914 .

Dear Pr ien d s : -

I rh ia  is  the home pf r e l ig io n  and s e c t s  , each l i k e  a c i  r c le  ,w ith in  
th e  c ir c u m fe r e n c e ,o f  which people: move, l i v e  and have th e ir  b e in g . So­
c ia l ,  in te r c o u r s e  i s  barred and m utual a s s o c ia t io n  i s  d isc o u r a g e d . The 
mass' o f  "this in h a b ita n ts , are. sa tu r a te d  in  th e ir  id e a s ,  and the v a s t  p la in  
of human th ou gh ts are  u n ex p lo red . A lthough p o l i t i c a l  and reform  p rob ­
lems are d is c u s se d  amongst the ed u cated  c l a s s ,  y e t  the r e s u l t s  are n o t  
commensurate w ith  t h e . a g i t a t  io n . What i s  needed m ost in  th a t  country  
i s  th e  .w arm ,su n ligh t o f  u n iv e r s a l  t r u th  and s p i r i t u a l  b ro th erh o o d , th e  
a l l - i n c l u s i v e  , a l l-e m b r a p in g . t r u th ; :n o t  an a b s tr a c t  but a c o n c r e te  , con-' 
c e iv a b le ,  p r a c t i c a l  tr u th ;  tr u th  .th at w i l l  make men f r e e ,  f r e e  from
th e  f e t t e r s  o f  c a s t e s ,  , f r e e  ..from;, the .human and r e l ig i o u s  pre ju d ic e s  , fr e e  
from  the s e lf - im p o s e d  s e c iu s io n  ,and .f r e e  from in t o le r a n c e ,  b ig o tr y  and 
f r u i t l e s s ,  barren  p h ilo so p h ie s , and .m etap h ysics o f  bygone c e n t u r ie s .  The 
c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  o f  In d ia .h a s  been,, in  th e  p a s t  s t a t i c ,  now i t  must become 
d yn am ic. The Bahai in f lu e n c e  i s  /the Powejj  ̂ to  perform  t h is  m y s t ic a l  
tr a n sfo r m a tio n .' - - -„ý;-

Our dear f r ie n d s  , Mrs . S- tannard • and Mr. and Mrs . Gets in g e r  , are  
sp en d in g  g r e a t  e f f o r t  to  in c u lc a te  t h i s  b raod , u n iv e r s a l  tr u th  in  .the  
l i v e s  o f  the .In d ia n  :peopie,.- : T h is i s  done through p r e ss  and p la tfo r m .  
Hence in  t h i s  l e t t e r  I d e s ir e  to  in c lu d e  an a r t i c l e  ’w r itte n  by Mrs .S ta n ­
nard 'and p u b lish e d  in  t h e ‘INDIAN MBSSENGBE o f  March 2 9 th , 1 9 1 4 . The 
a r t i c l e  i s  e n t i t l e d .  "The B a h a i'Movement— a . c a l l  o f  U n ity ."  SI#» s a y s : -

"Wheneyer we hear th a t  a new r e l ig io n  has a c tu a l ly  been born and 
e s t a b l i s h e d  ,on:,-.t|h.e. . .̂iarthV;ÿl¥i5̂ '‘•^.8h'.iiihát c e r ta in  v i t a l l y  r e a l, h i s t o r i c  
f a c t s  and d ram atic  e v e n ts  have been enacted , in  th e  w orld o f  men, th a t  
th ou gh ts and id e a s  lo n g  dormant o f  p a r t i a l l y  r e a l iz e d  in  a g iv en  time 
and p la c e  tak e oh; su d d en ly  .v iv id ! . l i f e  and tend to  p r e se n t  th em selves  
v ;ith  the fo r c e  and on th iisia sm  o f  a d is c o v e r y .  We s h a l l  ex p ect to f in d  
» storm  centers.*  o f  em otion and ^ attr  a c t ion  te n d in g  to sweep away o ld  land  
marks o f  h a b it s  and custom s and group th em se lves w ith  f a i t h  and v is io n  
around a c e n tr a l  f i g u r e .  One who h as communicated to en q u ir in g  minds a 
new p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  fo rg o  t ten  o r . ...mi sund er a t  o ód c er i  t  i  es .

"Whether .the' v o r te x  :o f . in f lu e n c e  f e l t  be apprehended more i n t e l l e c t ­
u a l ly  than s p i r i t u a l l y  or more e m o t io n a lly  than r a t i o n a l l y  are m atters  
o f  sm all moment to the in d iv id u a l  or  c o l l e c t i v e l y  to  the m a jo r ity , the  
th in g  o f  p rim al im portance i s  th a t, th e  new v i s io n  engendered should  
ro u se  renewed a o t i yitý.;,o!n a l l  p la n es .,o f;-th o u g h t and a t t r a c t  round t h e ir ,  
f o c a l iz e d  tr u th  c e n te r  a w h ile  o f  a t t r a c t io n  much in  the p r a c t ic a l  way 
p a r t i c l e s  o f  a n eb u la  w i l l  r a p tu r o u s ly  eddy round t h e ir  own m agnetic  
c e n t e r .

"The r i s in g  aga in  o f  a 'Sun o f; Truth* on e a r th  in e v it a b ly  p r o d u c e s
a t  l e a s t  ONE supreme B e v e la ta r  and. th a t means, the r e - s t a r t in g  o f  another
e v o lu t io n a r y  m otive f o r c e ,  d i f f e r e n t  in  a d egree  though n o t in  e sse n c e
from form er m a n ife s ta t io n s  o f  e n e r g y . .  I t  comes w ith  P ih 'P osefu l. i n t e n s i ­ty  m aking, fo r  ah  u n d e v ia t in g  p u r p o se . and, end to be a c h ie v e d , w ith  an
in n a te  w ise  power,, o f ! i t s  own t h i s  in f lu e n c e  makes i t s e l f  known and f e l t
through  many ch an n els o f  g r e a te r  and l e s s e r  volume w h ile  m a n ife s t in g  the
u n m istakab le  q u a lit ie s ! ' 'o f  Godship in  v a r ie d  i n t e n s i t y  and‘v a r ie d  sc o p e .
N a tio n s l i k e . in d i v id u a ls . show h ig h er  or  low er c a p a c it ie s  , to  r e g i s t e r
resp o n se  to  * e le c  t r ib a l  s tim u li* ' in . the g u ise  o f  ’ te a c h in g s * , ’ s p ir i t u a l
im p ressio n s*  or !*s o c i a l ;'ïÿej^8.VV j u s t  in s o fa r  as the rays o f  l i g h t  from .
th e  c e n tr a l fo r c e  im p i n g e a s ! a ' r e f l e c t i n g  f i e l d  o f  power and p u r ity .  We
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e t ie . l l  s e e  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t u d i o s  i n  human p s y c h o l o g y  a s t o u n d i n g  m a n l fe ^  ,vP~ 
t i o n s  o f  a s u b t l e r  o r d e r  o f  n e r v e  s e n s i b i l i t y  w h i l e  th e  s e a r c h l i g h t  o i  
God p l a y s  a b o u t  t h e  a r e n a  o f  th e  w o r l d  l i g h t i n g  and i l a s n i n g  i n t o  I n l i ­
ne s i  t y  the  h i d d e n  d a r k n e s s  o r  o b s c u r i t y  o f  t h o u g h t ,

" D i s t a n c e ,  t im e  and p l a c e  ap p ea r  a n n i h i l a t e d  i n  t h e  h e a r t ,  l e a v i n g  
i n  t h e  one t o u c h e d  an i n t e n s e  and b e w i l d e r i n g  s e n s e  o f  now. The now 
o f  e t e r n i t y  f l a s h e s  i n t o  th e  human c o g n i t i o n  -with a s u d d e n n e s s  t h a t  
b e a r s  t h e  s o u l  t o  i t s  i n n e r m o s t  r e c e s s e s ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  c o g n i z e r  w i t h  a 
c o m p l e t e l y  a l t e r e d  v i e w  o f  l i f e  and a new a l i g n m e n t  o f  u n d e r s  Landing  
r e g a r d i n g  h i m s e l f .  S u c h  are  t h e  e f f e c t  b orn  i n  a m yriad s o u l s  whose  

d e s t i n y  c a l l s  them t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  ’ new' i m p r e s s i o n  and f e e l  t h e  
w h i i l  o f  a h i g h e r  a t t r a c t i o n .  How t h i s  a f f e c t s  t h e  g e n e r a l  w hole  may 
be gauged  when we o b s e r v e  t h a t  no m a t t e r  how many m a t e r i a l  m o u n t a in s  end 
s e a s  may d i v i d e  t h e , u n i t s  from  one a n o t h e r ,  th e  p l a y  o f  p u r p o s e  from  
t h e  c e n t r a l  L i g h t  w i l l  m a n i f e s t  modes o f  l i f e  and a d o p t  a c t i v e  m e a s u r e s  
t o  r e a l i z e  t h o s e  modes  on i d e n t i c a l l y  s i m i l a r  l i n e s  and th ough  under  ap­
p a r e n t l y  d i s t i n c t l y  d i s s i m i l a r  c o n d i t i o n s  t h o s e  i l l u m i n e d  p e r c e p t i o n s  
w i l l  e n d e a v o r  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  same i d e a l s — vo'rk o u t  b a s i c a l l y  th e  uarue 
t h e o r i e s  and make f o r  s i m i l a r  g o a l s . Out o f  t h e  e x t e r n a l  d i v e r s i t i e s  
w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  e v o l v e  a u n iq u e  and h a r m o n iz e d  r e s u l t .  T h i s  must  hup~  
p e n ,  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  o b j e c t i v e  a imed a t  by t h e  O r i g i n a l  D i r e c t o r  o f  
L i g h t s  h a s  b e e n . f i r s t  t h o u g h t  o u t  and i m a g i n e d . To Him as o n l o o k e r  rue  
f r e t s  w o r k in g  o u t  must  r e s e m b l e  a  p a t t e r n  o f  i n t r i c a t e  d e s i g n  d e v e l o p ­
i n g  u n s w e r v i n g l y  to a  d e s i r e d  e n d .  A harmony o f  a r t i s t i c  d e s i g n , s t e m p e d  
w i t h  i n d e l i b l e  c o l o r s ,  t h e  w h o le  b e i n g  a  schem e o f  j o y  to th e  L o rd ly  
D e s i g n e r ,  p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  H i s  w o r k .  M oving  under  n i g h  & t t c u  Lion, wo t.* f 
no l o n g e r  i n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  i l l u s i o n a r y  f o r c e s ,  f o r  n o t h i n g  t h a t  ro a i r e d  
a s  m a t e r i a l  t o  o b t a i n  a  g i v e n  and p erm a n en t  r e s u l t ,  can be i l l  us io n  a r y , 
S u ch  p a r t i c l e s  o f  s o u l  d u s t  o f  e p h e m e r a l  or impure cure a r e  d i s p e l l e d  
3 3  m i s t s  b e f o r e  the r i s i n g  sun or  l i k e  the r u b h i y n  t n a t  s e e s  when ei*c- 
p r o c e s s  o f  p o l i s h i n g  i s  begun  on a p r e c i o u s  s tone- . The r e a l i  t i e s  o f  
b e i n g  w i l l  a l o n e  r e m a in  u n d y i n g  gome i n  t h e  c o sm ic  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  b u c e ,  
m y s t i c a l l y  a p p r e h e n d e d . axe the o i g n e  and v e r i f i e s  s e i n g  e n a c t e d  in  our  
ne y and o b s e r v a b l e  a l l '  o v e r  the w o r l d .

"A new c y c l e  has dawned and w i t h  i t  a new r e l i g i o u s  a t t i t u d e ,  a r e -  
e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  s p i r i t u a l  t r u t h s  and s o u l  v a l u e s ,  P h i l o s o p n y  h o l d s  c l o s e  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  S c i e n c e  and S c i e n c e  i s  p r o v i d i n g  Mini i  g i o n » How? by  demon­
s t r a t i n g  on a l l  v i t a l  p o i n t s  t h e  i n h e r e n t  u n i t y  o f  l i f e  and (h o w e v e r  un­
w i l l i n g l y  a c k n o w le d g e d )  th e  f u n d a m e n ta l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  s y m p a th y  as i t s  
c h o s e n  mode o f  e x p r e s s i o n . I f  you  do no t  b e l i e v e  me, uren j i e t a n  to 
wn,rt one o f  y o u r  own- s e e r s  w r i t e s  : 'T he  p r i n c i p l e  o f  U n i t y  vb.ich man 
has  i n  h i e  s o u l  i s  e v e r  a c t i v e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e l a t i o n s  fa x 'o n e .  -wide 
th r o u g h  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a r t ,  s c i e n c e ,  s o c i e t y ,  s t a t e c r a f t , and r e l i g i o n .
Our g r e a t  I t e v e a l e r s  are  t h e y  who make m a n i f e s t  t h e  t :ue m e a n in g  o f  th e  
s o u l  by g i v i n g  up s e l f  f o r  t h e  l o v e  o f  m a n k i n d . They f a c e  ca lum ny end 
p e r s e c u t i o n , d e p r i v a t i o n s  and d e a t h ,  i n  the  s e r v i c e  o f  Love In" our own 
C e n t u r y  h a s  o n c e  more a r i s e n  a 'Sun  o f  T r u t h '  , above the mo r t a l  h o r i z o n ,  
to  i l l u m i n e  w i t h  i t s  u n d y in g  g l o w , t h e  w or ld  o f  h u m a n i t y .  T h is  i s  no* 
o t u e r  th an  the ' Supreme T e a c h e r . '  I n d e e d 1 t h e  b l a z e  o f  s p i r i t u a l  g l o r y  
n s e  i g n i t e d  mors  th a n  one p u r e  m ir r o r  o f  r e f l e c t i o n  in  Vne birne.' i n  
t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  P e r s i a n  M e s s i a h  h i s  f lu m e  w a g f°s tro n g  t h a t  i t  b u r n t  ,< th 
d i v i n e  f i r ®  t h r o u g h  p r i s o n  b a r s  and s t o n y  f o r t r e s s e s  a n t  f l o o d e d  the  
w or ld  o f  h u m an ity  w i t h  l i g h t  and p e a c e , '  S u f f e r i n g s  h o r r i b l e  and. no r - 
s i s  t e n t ,  b o č a n e  t h e  l o t  o f  t h o s e  who k e p t  t h e  c e n t r a l  lam p’ ó i l - f e t f  >ň rn 
f  •' i  t h ,  as s o l d i e r  a f t e r  s o l d i e r  i n  G od's  Army -spraný une sun Led bhx 
ra n k s  and f i l l e d  t h e  gap t h e  d y i n g  comrades  l e f t .  D e v o t i o n  to the " ' I - s - 
mic  W i l l  when o n e s  th e  s y m p a t h e t i c  b a s i s  o f  u n i t y  h a t  boon c o n c e iv e  o' ° 
in  too ne.or I be  comes t h e  i n f i n i  to  s t r e n g t h ,  and c a n n o t  know d e f e a t  ' /^k  
y o u r  own h e r o  e s  ( s o c i a l  and r e l i g i o u s  p i o n e e r s  ) A n o th er  the oSvhuJ In^



j" co u ld  aver, b é : silenced,..'by calumny a n d /p a rg a cu tio n  . I f  th e ir  s in c o r  i'ty  
: made. them, l i v e  ou t th e ir  ; id e a s  , / t h e n  s u r e ly 1 ’were' obloquy: end ^ op position , 

e x p er ieh cQ d ji’and. su ch  " e x c e lle n c e s  were the guarantee God g iv e s  humanity- . 
o f  the value-'of-.; t h e i r  v is io n /a n d  words ; : ‘S tran ge deeming par ad ox - ~ x No ; 
er o s s n o ?;cr own * -  U n less  the l i t t l e  s e l f  can be reduced  to / .unpreten- 
t io u s /p r o p o r t io n s , no cau se  'can  he w o n .’

"".Forty y e a r s  Abdul Baha, "son o f  the P e r s ia n  P rophet ,"Vas/ C o n f i n e d  
'í.^tojýinhatíix an in f in i t e s im a l  sp o t in  an i n s i g h i f i h á h ť  p a rt o f - t h e  T u r k i s h ’ 

a o r m io n —l i k e  a g ia n t  l i g h t  condemned to  burn t h r o u g h  a h e a v i ly  ' s h r o u d -  
üd g l o b e ,  and o n ly  four y e a r s ’ ago d id  ioepem erge -to;’. b r e a t h  .God's' a ir ' .and '  ' ' ! 

.v ie w /l ih e ;^  T h ou ean d s.,ih iva iio ,u s. Viřes tern , p a r t s  ; o f  the
.. w orld aw aited  h i s  coming w ith  in ta n se  crp ee ta tj .cn - - 1 lousunds /knew, -tiia/t,' 

fo r  th è ;/f,ïr_d^ t im^-.^tíieý--•wh.o'uld .bohoíď ;̂ >n.e-;.?j»hpse/;^ead&iúgs. were'''■'■the, -'Bread •.
, o f  L i f e ,  the-'gun o f t h e ir s  in d iv id u a l  K ingdom s. In  1911 London;-..saw and 

.... g r e e te d  him- whpbe I iïj» :.h a d t b$en '& com plete r o a li^ a i- iq -h /a f- s treh'gth-'.in 
q u ie s c e n c e , of world, I n f lu e n c e  from a s ta  tionar'y'rc .entre,. /Such-:,.' i s - t h e  

' . p i > w e r ; / b f When a 1 éaď ingřU n i f i e r ‘u t t e r s  :a word, to r  con- 
con t r a te s t  on and movement o f  a p o te n t  order are s e t
up and thd d aW /'^ 'sp on d e:,;.ih /f^  ■ ■

“The; .'great'vEa^ tew ard'/unity  . s ta n d s ..fo r /th e  ■ r e a l iz a t io n '  o f
. t h is  beautiful-..co'-sm ic syiiipathy, and' im p o ss ib le  a s ' a. u n iv e r s a l  r e l i g i o n  

-may-seem- -top’t h $ ^  in  tirte' a l l  b e l ie v e r s  in  the one D iv in e
. L if e  • m ást.'.•u n ite -^  p r ih c ip ie :0'.’,th a t iaalce f o r ; a  .rhythm ic harmony,

o f  race's h n d tr e ld g id h s  ’tha^/thetmomentum' .h'as been: s e t  g o in g , i f
w i l l  n o t .óé.áset'bdť-; r a th e r  g a in  in  V e lo c i ty  wi;th ev ery  new so u l ;who jo in s  .

, i t s  w o rk -co m p ellin g  in f lu e n c e . '  The time w i l l  su r e ly , come when a l l  the .
■ /  f r ie n d s /  o f  t r i o t e d u an ess‘‘vw il ,ï:t  c aught ‘ in  the jo y -  vor tex  o f  a

fr e e d  hum anity and th e  m usic, o f  a^godly/G odw ard-Swing s h a l l  le a v e  no...■ 
p la c e  61/ h e a r t  / ^  * .
• ' "Towards a c e n t r a l iz in g  o f  r e l ig io u s  b a s ic  'p r in c ip le s ;  and. towards : ■ 

m a te r ia l  brotherh ood  and, peace- has God c a l l e d  -us w ith  no u n c e r ta in  n o te ,  
t  i f -we i-àixi.;Mto;î c'T3‘iriê"© *‘-áhd th e se  •.have a lso . . .
■ -been c o n tem p o ra h eo b s^  .by- your .lea d er st-o f  -In d ia , and p ar­

t i c u l a r l y  do your Brahma groups and th e  D cvaiaya. S o c le  ty stan d  as e l o ­
quent t e s t im o n ie s .  ' , //■' P: • ■ .

• "Thi"&f;d,6 the time 'to ‘l o in  fo r c e s , fo r  ; God/-.'.This is-' the/d-ay ’when : th e ., 
D iv in e ' G a ll summons a l l  w i l l i n g  h e lp e r s  , when .h e a r ts ' arid 'b ra in s must 

•• 'u n ito  " to 1 r '-a^eèm en ts must be en te.reG up '
• on;..;to .of-'' •the'/servantd.-’n f
Li’ghf'-add- --tliô; 'Ser.vide of/ God

■ Today - nd.^hihgj^app^eh'^d'’'Wc^.í^^.^vdóořdingj -only th é  c o o l b reeze  w afted  
through- • t h e “/ -t&j&fmind dw elt on-, th e  recQ llec ;tio n ~  
o f  ,E te r n a l V e r i t i e s  and th e  h e a r t  was f i l l e d ,'wi th,;4n^/and-’:peace .

Ahmad Sonrab ;

•yJuly 4 ,  1914; .
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Bear F rien d s
A te leg ra m  from th e  B eloved  to  M irza J a la l  Brought th e  w ish ed -fo r  

n ew s. " T e ll M irza Ahmad to p r e se n t  h i m s e l f ■tomorrow w ith  the c a r r ia g e .  
ABBas. "This te leg ra m  was handed to  me l a s t  n ig h t., and i t  impar ted r e a l  
jo y  and h a p p in e s s , f o r  what g r e a te r  B le s s in g  can one im agine in  th is  
w orld  than to  Be near the M aster as much and as lo n g  as p o ss ib le .*  One 
may endure B t o ic a l ly  th e  p a in  o f  s e p a r a t io n . But i t  i s  most d i f f i c u l t  
to  g e t  over i t .  Here and th e re  you f in d  p e o p le  who s u f f e r  g r e a t ly  Be­
cau se  they are  away from th e ir  lo v ed  o n e s , then how much, more must one 
s u f f e r  i f  he i s  se p a r a te d  from h i s  D iv in e  B eloved  One! A fte r  a l l  th at  
i s  w r it t e n  and s a i d ,  th e  Love o f  God i s  th e  m ost p r e c io u s  o b je c t  to  
p o s s e s s  in  t h i s  w o r ld . B ecause i t  so o th e s  the p a in s  and to r tu r e s  and 
c o n s o le s  the B ru ised  and the B ro k en -h ea r ted . I f  one does n o t p o s se ss  
th e  Love o f  God, But p o s s e s s e s  th e  w e a lth  o f  a R o c k e fe l le r  o f a Carrie- 
g i e ,  i t  a v a i le t h  him n o t .  The r e s u l t s  o f  the Love o f  God ought to Be 
t r a n s la te d  in to  th e  l i f e  o f  each  in d iv id u a l . They are n o t g l i t t e r i n g  
g e n e r a l i t i e s  But c o n c r e te , p r a c t i c a l  d em o n stra tio n s o f  c le a n  m o r a lity  
and h o n e s ty , r ig h te s o u n e s s  and k e e p in g . o n e 's  p rom ises and B ein g  k ind to  
o n e 's  n e ig h b o r —w hich n e igh b or  i s  f a s t  Becoming to  Be c o n sid er ed  the  
w orld  a t  la r g e .

W ith joyou s e la t io n  B e a tin g  a t  th e .d o o r  o f  my h e a r t ,  Because 
I was g o in g  to  m eet th e  B eloved  o f  my l i f e  to d a y , I go t up v ery  e a r ly  
t h i s  m orn ing. A sm a ll handbag c o n ta in in g  o n ly  my w r it in g  m a te r ia ls  wag 
a l l  th a t  I c a r r ie d  w ith  m e. D escen d in g  th e  M ountain, I saw Isf& ndeyar  
had prepared  h i s  c a r r ia g e ,  read y  to  s t a r t  . But I was su r p r ise d  and 
a f t e r  a moment d e l ig h te d  to  know th a t  the G r e a te s t  H oly L eaf and the  
B le s se d  M other ( th e  w if e  o f  the B e lo v ed ) were a ls o  go in g  to  Acca in  
th e  same c a r r ia g e .  At f i r s t  I f e l t  a B it  awkward and more i l l  a t  e a se  
B ecause I had never t r a v e l le d  w ith  P e r s ia n  la d ie s  in  a c a r r ia g e ,  and 
w ere i t  n o t fo r  th e  command o f  th e  M aster , the proper e t iq u e t t e  to  have 
fo llo w e d  was to  p ostp on e  my t r ip  o r  go on th e  t r a i n ,  However, I was i n ­
c l in e d  to do n e ith e r ;  f i r s t ,  the m orning t r a in  had a lr e a d y  l e f t  and Be­
s id e  i t  had never resp ond ed  to  my im a g in a tio n  o f  th e  way one sh ou ld  
t r a v e l  in  th e  H oly Land; se c o n d , the M aster had c le a r ly  s ta te d  in  tne  
te leg ra m  th a t I must go w ith  th e  c a r r ia g e ;  t h i r d ly ,  s in c e  my a r r iv a l  
in  H a ifa  I have a lw ays lon ged  to  go to  Acca in  a c a r r ia g e - - d r iv in g  s lo w -  
l y  on th e  curved g o ld en  s h o r e . F o u r th ly , 1 may never f in d  another* d an ce  
in  t h i s  w ide w orld  to  Be so near two o f  the most b le sse d  women o f  the  
Bahai C ause. Would you n o t have Blamed mo i f  I had fo llo w e d  the O r ie n t ­
a l e t iq u e t t e  in  r e fu s in g  to  go w ith  them'? However, B esid e  m yself. there  
was M irza M oneer, th e  son  o f  the B rother o f  B a h a 'o ' l la h .  When tne c a r ­
r ia g e  s ta r t e d  on i t s  d r iv e ,  I looked  Back to  th e  M ountain, and I saw the  
dim o u t l in e  o f  Badi È ffe n d i s ta n d in g  on th e  porch  o f  the B e s t  and h o ld ­
in g  a m irror in  h i s  hand, w h ich  in  turn  r e f l e c t e d  in to  sp ace  the ra y s  
o f  the sun — a r e v o lv in g  f l a s h  o f  s tr o n g  l i g h t - - a  s ig n  and symbol o f fa r e  
w e l l .  I waved Back my h a n d k erch ie f to him , and as we twarned around the 
s t r e e t  he d isa p p ea red  from  my v iew ; But th e  B e a u t ifu l  l i g h t  o f  h is  l o v ­
in g  fa r e w e ll  w i l l  ev er  rem ain in  the chamber o f my h e a r t . At l a s t  the 
c a r r ia g e  was out o f  th e  cro o k ed , sm a ll s t r e e t s  and was d r iv in g  on the 
f irm  sand o f  the h o r se -sh o e  Bay o f  A cca . The w h ite ,  dan cin g  waves 
washed c o n t in u a l ly  the w h eels n e a r e s t  th e  sh o re ; on the o th er  s id e  the 
t a l l  palm groves s t r e t c h e d  as fa r  as our e y e s  cou ld  s e e ;  the - any sand­
h i l l s  were as w h ite  as snow, lo n g  l in e s  o f  cam els and don k eys, laden  
w ith  g r a in  and v e g e ta b le s  and m erchandise wended th e ir  way toward Acca



and v i c e - v e r s a .  Behind you th e  sa cred  Mount o f God, p r o je c t in g  out of 
th e  B lu e , was "bathed in  th e  l i g h t  o f  the g lo r io u s  morning sun; at the 
end o f  the B ay, the c i t y  o f  A cca, l i k e  a a le e p in g  g ia n t ,  was p rotru d in g  
c le a r  out o f  the o cea n . M om entarily my th ou gh ts went "back to  the time 
when Baha* o ’ l l a h ,  H is Fam ily and Companions were rowed over from H a ifa  to 
Acca over the same Bay th a t  I was "beholding t h i s  m orning. What d id  He 
th in k  th a t  day as He look ed  a t  th e  fo r b id d in g  F o r tr e s s  o f  Acca? What 
were H is th ou gh ts as reg a rd s the fu tu r e  o f  ttys Cause fo r  th e  p rop agation  
o f  w h ich  He had s u f fe r e d  p e r s e c u t io n ,  e x i l e  a f t e r  e x i l e  and t h is  l a s t  
and w o rst o f  a l l  th e  e x i l e s  in  the h i s t o r y  o f  mankind? Then 1 thought 
o f  the lo n g  l i n e  o f  th e  f o o t - s o r e  p i lg r im s  who t r a v e l le d  fo r  months and 
m onths, over m ountains and Sahar as o f  A s ia , and who walked on the shore  
o f  t h i s  s e a ,  whose v ery  b le s s e d  f e e t  touched  th is  go ld en  san d— to g e t  
a g lim p se o f  th e  In sp ir e d  Man o f the 19 th  C entury and i f  p o s s ib le  to  
l i s t e n  to  H is Words o f  Wisdom and K nowledge! What were th e ir  a s p ir a ­
t io n s ?  What was th e  m otive fo r c e  th a t  com pelled  them to  wander w i l l i n g ­
l y  over v a s t  s t r e t c h e s  o f  O r ie n ta l W ild er n e sses  and d e s e r t s  and come to  
Acca to  b ehold  the Face o f  Baha* o ' l la h ?  You may c a l l  i t  ’ F a i t h , ’ ’Heaven 
l y  V is io n , '  the ’Love o f  G od,’ the ’New B i r t h - - b u t  in  the f in a l  a n a ly ­
s i s  i t  rem ains a p s y c h o lo g ic a l  m y stery , som eth ing  o f  th e  natu re  of the 
fo u r th  d im en tion  about w hich  th e  m athem aticians are too  prone to s p e c ­
u la te  but the tr u th  o f-w h ic h  th ey  are un ab le  to  fathom .

How s h o r t - s ig h te d  i s  man! Here 1 was day-dream ing w h ile  the a c tu a l  
r e a l i t y — the G r e a te s t  H oly L e a f - - th e  one who has sh ared  th e  B le s se d  
P e r f e c t io n s ’ e x i l e s  and s u f f e r in g s ,  was s i t t i n g  so near me. Why shouidn  
I ask a few  q u e s t io n s  from her about th e ir  t r ip  from H a ifa  to  Acoa? But 
I f e l t  asham ed, and d i f f i d e n t  . I  cou ld  n o t ask her in  a d ir e c t  manner. 

'Whs.t cou ld  1 do? The c a r r ia g e  was r o l l i n g  on , the tim e was fly in g ; and 
I must speak w ith  h e r .  Then I remembered Mirza. Moneer s i t t i n g  b e s id e  
me, and I w h isp ered  to  him my q u e s t io n ;  he rep ea ted  i t  in  turn  to the  
G r e a te s t  H oly L e a f , and in  t h i s  in d ir e c t  way com m unication was es ta b -  
l i e h e d .  The u n w r itten  e t iq u e t t e  demands th a t I sh ou ld  appear a© not 
l i s t e n i n g ,  nor must I be b o ld  enough to  lo o k  toward h e r . A ccord in g  to  
th e  r u le  she i s  ta lk in g  w ith  M irza Moneer and not to me, and were we ifa
a p la c e  where I co u ld  noir hear her s w e e t , slow  v o ic e ,  he was the one
to r e p e a t  to  me what sh e  s a i d .  I co u ld  not hear a l l  th a t  sh e  s a i d ,  but 
t h i s  i s  what I ga th ered  from her in t e r e s t in g  r e c i t a l  : -

" It was in  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  the secon d  month o f the summer when one 
e a r ly  m orning th e  steam er anchored o f f  th e  sh ore  o f  H a ifa . A lto g e th e r  
we were 77 p erson s . A fte r  su n r ise  we land ed  a t  H a ifa , and h a r d ly  three  
or fo u r  hours had p a ssed  b e fo r e  a la r g e  s a i l i n g  boat was "brought in to  
com m ission by th e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  in  w hich th ey  were g o in g  to  ca rry  us over 
to  A cca. The baggage was taken  on b oard , and im m ed iate ly  a fterw ard  a l l
o f us were ta k e n . I t  was about 4 p ,m * when i eaeï^ed AcCci. .̂s ©nere
was no la n d in g  p i e r ,  the b oa t went as near the sh ore  as p o s s ib l e .  Some 
o f the b e l ie v e r s  waded through the w ater to  the beach; o th e r s  were c a r ­
r ie d  on the backs o f the A rabs. Toward th e  l o s t  th ey  brought a c h a ir  
in  w hich the B le s se d  P e r f e c t io n  s a t ,  and the b e l ie v e r s  conveyed i t  to  
the s h o r e . Soon we were surrounded by numerous s o ld ie r s  and commanded 
to  march to  th e  b a r r a c k s . The w eather was e x trem e ly  h o t ,  the w ater was 
bad, th e  p r iso n  r a t io n  c o a rse  b lack  bread th a t  in  th ose  v ery  days many 
o f  us f e l t  s i c k ,  and i t  was not lo n g  a fterw ard  when everyone "became i l l ,  
ex cep t the M aster and an oth er  b e l i e v e r ,  and th e se , two nursed them th r u .
I remember ohe n ig h t  we procured w ith  much d i f f i c u l t y  a l i t t l e  r i c e .
W,hcn i t  was p rep a red , we d id  n o t know how to  d iv id e  i t  amongst so many
b e l ie v e r s ,  and we became v ery  h i la r io u s  over i t  and laughed a lo u d . Then 
one <$€ our f e l lo w -p r is o n e r s  rem inded us th a t we roust n o t lau gh  so lo u d ,
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"tfecauue the j a i l e r s  m ight hear and wonder what k in d  o f p r is o n e r s  are  
t h e s e  p e o p le ,  th a t  w h ile  th ey  are  in  j a i l  they  appear to  be so  happy!
In the f i r s t  month two o f  ue d ie d ,  and we had no money to  pay fo r  th e ir  
fu n e r a l e x p e n s e s , so we s o ld  one rem a in in g  r u g . T his money, was a ls o  
p o ck eted  by the o f f i c i a l s ,  and the two b o d ie s  thrown to g e th e r  in  a h o le  
o u t s id e  o f  th e  tow n. In  the b e g in n in g , no one was a llo w ed  to  le a v e  trie 
B arracks w ith o u t  b e in g  accom panied by two or fo u r  g u a rd s . But a f t e r  s i x  
months and a y e a r , when th ey  saw th a t  n o t a s o u l ev er  t r i e d  to  e s c a p e ,  
th e y  gave ue g r e a te r  freedom  and th e  f r ie n d s  cou ld  go out in  th e  Bazaar 
to  buy t h in g s ,  e i t h e r  fo l lo w e d  by one s o ld ie r  or n o n e .-  - "Hncon- 
e c io u s ly  once o r  tw ic e  I look ed  up and saw h er  h e a v e n ly  fa c e  — th e sw ee t­
e s t ,  the m ost r e f in e d  and g e n t le  fa c e  o f  a woman th a t  has drunk th e  
b i t t e r  p o is o n  o f  s u f f e r in g s  and sorrow s but le a v in g  beh ind  no mark of  
i t s  b i t t e r n e s s !  Calm, s e r e n e ,  g r a c io u s ,  s o f t ,  p e a c e a b le , m e r c i f u l , i t  
was the n o b le  cou n ten an ce  o f  a  Madonna. Her m ost pronounced c h a r a c te r ­
i s t i c s  are  m ild n e s s ,  m eekness and a q u ie t ,  ten d er  lo v e  fo r  a l l  the Ba­
h a i s .  Her lo v e  fo r  a l l  mankind i s  p u r e , unassum ing and s i n c e r e ,  m ani­
f e s t i n g  i t s e l f  a lw ays in  th e  form  o f  a c tu a l  s e r v i c e .  Her e y e s — I th in k  
th e y  were b row n --sp ok e  sym pathy and co m p a ss io n . As I lo o k e d  in t o  h er  
e y e s ,  I saw th e y  w ere a l i v e  w ith  th e  f i r e  o f i n t e r e s t  and g lo w in g  f a i t h ,
I ca u g h t th e  gleam  and f e l t  ao s t r o n g ,  so  d e l i c i o u s l y  happy to  be in  
th e  same c a r r ia g e  w ith  th e  d au gh ter  o f  Bah&f o ’ l l a h .  The g e n t le  to n e  o f  
h er  v o ic e  was a s s o c ia t e d  in  my th o u g h t w ith  th e  l o v e l i e s t ,  moot charm­
in g  m u s ic . She c o n tin u e d  to  t a l k ,  but v e r y  lo w , so  th a t  I c o u ld  n o t  
c a tc h  a l l  h er  words c l e a r l y .

How th a t  i t  i s  a l l  p a s t  I  can n ot b e l i e v e  th a t  i t  was r e a l !  I t  was 
a g o ld en  page ou t o f  th e  em era ld  book o f  T im e. As I am w r i t in g  i t  now,
I f e e l  th e  e c s t a s y  o f  i t s  g lo r y  and am tr a n s fu s e d  w ith  th e  s w e e tn e s s  o f  
i t s  memory. T h is  c e l e s t i a l  e x p e r ie n c e  w i l l  be an i n s p i r a t i o n  in  a l l  my 
fu tu r e  c a r e e r ,  and when I w ant to  th in k  o f  th e  I d e a l  Woman, I  s h a l l  
th in k  and dream o f  h e r .

When I s to o d  in  the p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  B e lo v e d , he ask ed  ab ou t th e  
h e a l t h  o f  th e  b e l i e v e r s .  I  t o l d  him  t h a t  t h r e e .p i lg r im s  had a r r iv e d  in  
h i s  a b s e n c e ,  two Arabs from  E g y p t , and a  P e r s ia n  Turk from  V an, n ear  
T a b r iz  . He t o ld  me b e c a u se  he e x p e c te d  to  s t a y  o n ly  two d ays in  A cca , 
h e  d id  n o t  ta k e  me w i t h  him ; b u t  no so o n er  had he found  o u t th a t  he 
i s  g o in g  to  s t a y  lo n g e r ,  th an  he s e n t  f o r  m e. Then s e v e r a l  s t r a n g e r s  
c a l l e d  on th e  B e lo v e d , and c o n v e r se d  w ith  him on th e  l a t e s t  l o c a l  n e w s .

E v ery .S u n d a y  a f t e r n o o n ,  a l l  th e  A cca  b e l i e v e r s  go t o  B a h a jee  to  
v i s i t  the Tomb o f  th e  B le s s e d  P e r f e c t i o n .  The M aster  had o rd ered  I s -  
fa n d ey a r  to  ta k e  f i r s t  th e  b e l i e v e r s  in  h i s  c a r r ia g e ,  and then come fo r  
h im . About 3 p .m . h e  came down and s a t  in  th e  r e c e p t io n  room , ab sorb ed  
i n  th o u g h t . A f t e r  a  few  m in u te s ,  he s a id :  "I m ust go to  th e  B arrack s  
to  r e tu r n  a v i s i t  to  th e  Commander. Y e s te r d a y  he and h is  f i v e  a d j u t ­
a n ts  c a l l e d  on m e. He i s  v e r y  ta lk a t iv e .* *  A f te r  an h o u r , he r e t u r n e d ,  
and w ith  fo u r  o th e r  b e l i e v e r s ,  he ro d e  in  the c a r r ia g e .  On th e  road  to  
B a h a je e , s e v e r a l  d e ta ch m en ts  o f  s o l d i e r s  w ere b e in g  d r i l l e d  by th e  o f ­
f i c e r s .  The M a s te r , lo o k in g  a t  them , s a i d :  " M il i ta r y  r u l e s  a r e  fa r  
w o r se  th an  p r i s o n  r u l e s .  T h ese  s o l d i e r s  a r e  in  r e a l i t y  p r i s o n e r s .  They 
a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  in  a l l  t h e i r  a f f a i r s  . They c a n n o t d e v ia t e  one hair*©  
b r e a d th  from  p r e s c r ib e d  r u l e s .  They a re  c ir c u m s c r ib e d  in  t h e i r  e a t i n g ,  
s l e e p i n g  and w a lk in g .  They a r e  n o t  a t  a l l  f r e e  . I m a g in a t io n  r u l e s  over  
th e  w o r ld  o f  h u m a n ity . T h ese  men a r e  p r i s o n e r s  in  e v e r y th in g  s a v e  th e  
nam e. B e c a u se  th e y  a r e  c a l l e d  ’ s o l d i e r s '  and a r e  summoned to  d e fe n d  
w hat th e  dem agogues c a l l  th e  ' f a t h e r l a n d ' ,  th e y  w i l l i n g l y  go th ro u g h  
a l l  t h e s e  h a r d s h ip s .  I f  som eone sh o u ld  t e l l  them th a t  th e y  a r e  p r i s o n ­
e r s ,  th e y  w ou ld  n o t  be a b le  to  s ta n d  i t  one m on th . I t  i s  s a i d  th a t  a 
man d id  n o t  l e a v e  h i s  h o u se  fo r  many y e a r s  . I l is  f r i e n d s  o f t e n  i n s i s t e d



th a t  he sh ou ld  le a v e  th e  h ou se fo r  one day., hu t th ey  d id  not su cceed  .Then 
someone amongst them s a id :  M w i l l  do som eth in g  and he w i l l  le a v e  thy 
house m ost w i l l i n g l y T h e  o th e r s  thought t h i s  q u ite  im p o s s ib le , ’A ll 
r i g h t , ’ , he s a id  , * w a i t  t ó d s e e i ’ Next;:, day. he c a l le d  on th e  o ld  man. 
A fte r  the p r e lim in a r y  in q u ir ie s  about h i s  h e a l t h ,  he s a id :  *My fr ien d }
I am v ery  so r r y  to im part to  you v ery  sad n ew s. I have j u s t  heard th a t  
a .Firman i s  r e c e iv e d  fro m .th e  Sublim e P o rte  in s t r u c t in g  the Governor 
th a t  under no c ircu m sta n ces  must you be a llo w ed  to  le a v e  S y r ia .*  The 
o ld  man became very  much a g i t a t e d ,  and r i s i n g  from h i s  s e a t  c r ie d ,  in ­
d ig n a n t  ly :  ’ 1 have doně h o th fn g  to  m er it  t h i s  pu n ishm en t. I . may l ik e
to  go to  E gypt or o th er  p l a c e s . I  w i l l  now go and s e e  the Governor 
about i t . * Ard im m ed iate ly  he was ou t in  the s t r e e t . Then h is  fr ie n d s  
surrounded him and e x p la in e d  to  him th e  jo k e  p la y ed  upon h im .-  - -How 
ig n o r a n t are  th e  p e o p le !  They are w i l l i n g  to  f o r f e i t  t h e ir  p o s s e s s io n s , 
h o n o r , w e a lth , p r o p e r ty  and even  l i f e  in  th e  p a th  o f th e ir  c o u n tr y , but 
u n w il l in g  to  perform  any s a c r i f i c e  in  the p a th  o f  God. The b a t t l e ­
f i e l d s  o f  the w orld  have been crim soned w ith  th e  b lood  o f  m i l l io n s  o f  
s o l d i e r s ,  a l l  to  no p u rp o se .;  Today no one knows theim  nam es. But when 
one s o u l  s a c r i f i c e s  h is  l i f e  in  th e  P ath  . o f  God, h is  name becomes 
e t e r n a l .  C on sider how p r e c io u s  i s  th e  b lood  o f  the m artyrs! -  -  -  " He 
sp oke about o th er  s u b je c t s  t i l l  we reach ed  th e  R e s t  H ouse. Here a l l  the 
b e l ie v e r s  had g a th e r e d , b u t th e  B e lo v e d , a l ig h t in g  from h is  c a r r ia g e ,  
co n tin u ed  h i s  walk to the B le s se d  Tomb, The R est-H ou se  i s  a  mass o f  
lu x u r ia n t  v e g e ta t io n  and f lo w e r s . The t a l l  t r e l l i s  c o n ta in s  hundreds o f  
bunches o f  g r a p e s , hanging! down over o n e’ s head , and w hich w i l l  be r ip e  
in  a few  d a y s . A fte r  d r in k in g  t e a ,  a l l  the b e l ie v e r s  r e s o r te d  to  th e  
Tomb, and th e  M aster chanted  th e  V i s i t i n g  T a b le t  in  a v e r y  slow  v o ic e ,  
h a r d ly  above a  w h isp e r . I t  was a m ost d e l i g h t f u l ,  s p i r i t u a l  experience*. 
Prom th e  Tomb, th e  c a r r ia g e  took  us to the b e a u t i fu l  R izw an. Abdul 
Gasom was th e r e  b e fo re-h a n d  to  g r e e t  th e  B e lo v e d . He v i s i t e d  th e  room 
in  w h ich  th e  B le s s e d  P e r f e c t io n  l i v e d ,  and s to o d  m ost r e v e r e n t ly  b e fo re  
th e  c h a ir  on w hich H e ; s a t .  Then w a lk in g  around th e  gard en , he came o u t, 
w here We met a number o f  Z o ro a str  ia n s  b e l ie  v e r s ,  w ith  tr a y s  o f  grapes  
in  t h e ir  h a n d s . For th e  f i r s t  tim e we en jo y ed  the grapes o f  t h is  s e a ­
son . b

'Ahmad S o h ra b .

/ív ly  5 ,  1914  - - 4-



Home o f  Baha’ o ’ l l a h ,  Acca S y r ia  
J u ly  6 ,  1914

Dear F r ie n d s : -
From H a ifa  to Acca i s  a te n  m ile  d r iv e  a lo n g  the lo v e ly  beach round 

th e  B ay. The v iew s of; C arm el'as th e  p ilg r im  lo o k s  back from th e  window 
of.the t r a in  or the c a r r ia g e  are  very  a t t r a c t iv e  and f i n e .  F ir s t  the a n ­
c ie n t  r i v e r ,  the R iv er  K ish o n , i s  c r o sse d ;  then  th e  t r a v e l l e r  e n te r s  the  
g r e a t  p la in  o f A cca . The Nahr Ha-man, a n c ie n t ly  B e lu s , i s  a fterw ard s  
c r o s s e d , and soon a g r e a t  h i l l  i s  se en  to  the r i g h t ,  where N apoleon  
p la n te d  h i s  b a t t e r ie s  when b e s ie g in g  Acca in  1 7 0 0 . D uring the j.o u rn ey , 
one m ight n o t ic e  th e  b e a u t i f u l  s h e l l s  w h ich  are abundant on th e  b each . 
Amongst th e s e  a re  specim ens o f  the murex, from w hich  th e  T yrians e x tr a c t  
ed t h e ir  far-fam ed  p u rp le  dye .

A cca , o th e r w ise  A coho, P to le m a ie , or A cre , or S t .  Jean d*A cre, has 
alw ays p la y e d  an im portant p a r t  in  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  S y r ia  in  p a r t ic u la r  
and th e  w orld  in  g e n e r a l .  The f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  are v ery  o ld ,  d a t in g  back 
in t o  dim h i s t o r y ,  but th ey  are now q u ite  ou t o f  r e p a ir ,  as in  s e v e r a l  
p la c e s  th e  w a ll  i s  d e s tr o y e d , th e  cannon r u s te d  w ith  a g e , thrown p e l l -  
m ell h ere  and th e r e ,  and i t s  fame as an im pregnable f o r t r e s s  i s  g iv en  
u p . I t  i s  s t a t e d  th a t  i t  c o n ta in s  10 ,000  in h a b ita n t s ,  o f  ŵ hom o n ly  700 
a r e  C h r is t ia n . I t  sta n d s on th e  p r o je c t in g  headland w hich forme the  
n orth ern  boundary o f  th e  Bay, w h ich  cu rves round from Mount Carmel on 
th e  s o u th . Round and back o f  Acca th e r e  i s  a  f e r t i l e  p l a i n ,  about 6 
m ile s  b road , w atered  p a r t i a l l y  by Nahr Neman. The h i l l s  w h ich  fu r th e r  
n o r th  approach th e  s e a ,  s k i r t  round th e  p la in  and r eced e  toward th e  
so u th  y e t  fa r th e r  in la n d  toward S ep h orie  . Acca from i t s  fa v o r a b le  g eo ­
grap h ic  s i t u a t i o n  as reg a rd s b o th  s e a  and lan d  a p p roach es, has been  
c a l l e d  th e  "Key o f  P a l e s t i n e H o w  w o n d e r fu lly  tr u e  t h i s  i s  in  the s p i r ­
i t u a l  s e n s e  a l s o !  For w ith  th e  dawn o f  t h i s  G loriou s R e v e la t io n  from  
i t s  h o r iz o n , i t  has n o t o n ly  become th e  "Key o f  P a le s t in e "  but th e  "Key 
o f  the w o r ld ,"  w ith  w h ich  th e  lo c k s  o f a l l  th e  in t e r n a t io n a l  problem s 
a re  o p en ed .

A ccord in g  to  o n ly  one v e r s e  in  th e  Old T estam en t, Accho was a l l o t ­
te d  to  A shax, but was n ever  con q u ered . I t  was ooomonly reckon ed  a P h o e­
n ic ia n  c i t y .  A lthou gh  th e  town ia  n o t m entioned a g a in  in  th e  Old T e s ­
tam en t, i t  i s  n o ted  on e x i s t i n g  cuneiform  t a b le t s  o f th e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n ­
tu ry  B . C . Tinder th e  P to le m ie s  i t  assumed much im p ortan ce, and was 
c a l le d  P to le m a ie , A n tiochu s th e  Great su b se q u e n tly  s e i s e d  th e  c i t y  and 
a tta c h e d  i t  to  h is  S y r ia n  dom in ion s; i t  f ig u r e d  a ls o  in  th e  wars o f  
th e  Maccabee B r o th e r s , I t  a fterw a rd s became a fr e e  tow n, and then a 
Roman c o lo n y . I t  i s  a ls o  once m entioned  in  th e  New T estam ent ( as P t o l ­
em aie) in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  Stw P a u l’ s jo u rn ey  from Tyre to  Caesarea."And  
when we had f in i s h e d  our co u rse  from T yre, we came to P to lem a i a ,  and s a ­
lu t e d  th e  b r e th r e n , and abode w ith  them one d ay ."  (A cts XXI— 7)

Acca came in to  th e  f u l l  c u rren t o f  tu r b u le n t h i s t o r y  in  the 12th  and 
1 3 th  c e n t u r ie s ,  when th e  fo r c e s  o f  th e  E a st  and th e  West c la s h e d  to g e th ­
er in  th e  name o f  r e l i g i o n  under the t i t l e  o f  the C rusades; i t  was taken  
in  1102 and h e ld  t i l l  1187 as a  r o y a l town and p o r t o f  th e  K ings o f J e r ­
u sa lem . R etaken  in  1191 from S a la d in , a f t e r  a famous s i e g e ,  i t  was h e ld  
t i l l  1 2 9 1 , and g r e a t ly  in c r e a se d  in  s i z e  by a new q u arter  on th e  n o r th .
I t  was h e r e  th a t  th e  K n igh ts o f  S t .  John p ro lon ged  fo r  f o r t y  th r e e  days 
t h e ir  g a l la n t  r e s i s t a n c e  to  th e  S u lta n  Ibn Kalawun o f  E gypt and h is  im ­
mense h o s t s .  I t  i s  e s t im a te d  th a t s i x t y  thousand C h r is t ia n  c i t i z e n s  
and so ld ie r B  w e re , on th a t  o c c a s io n  s l a i n  oi* so ld  as s l a v e s .  In 1799 
N apoleon b e s ie g e d  Acca and was p reven ted  from ta k in g  i t  by th e  E n g lis h  
under S ir  Wm. S id n ey  S m ith . On th e  3rd o f  November, 1840 / i t  was bom­
barded f o r  s e v e r a l  hours by th e  a l l i e d  E n g lis h  and T urk ish  f l e e t s ,  when



th e  e x p lo s io n  o f  a m agazine d e str o y e d  th e  g a r r iso n  and l a id  th a t p a rt  
o f  the town in  ru in *  f e a r in g  a s im i la r  c a ta s tr o p h e , th ey  t r a n s fe r r e d ,  
d u rin g  th e  T u r c o -I ta l ia n  w ar, a l l  th e  powder and s h e l l s  from th e  Maga­
z in e  in  the town to  th e  la r g e  cave under "Napoleon’ s H i l l ,"  at th e  gate  
o f  w hich th e r e  i s  alw ays s t a t io n e d  a number o f  g u ard s.

A fte r  a l lu d in g  to  th e  town o f  Accho and i t s  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  the  
t r ib e  o f  A sher in  B ib le  h i s t o r y ,  th e  s c a r c i t y  o f  a l lu s io n s  to  i t s  e x i s ­
te n c e  in  th e  S c r ip tu r e s ,  and th e  f a c t  th a t  a n c ie n t  P to lem a ie  or A cca , i s  
l in k e d  w ith  o n ly  one A p o s to l ic  e v e n t ,  th e  la n d in g  o f  S t .  P aul to  commenc 
h i s  l a s t  jou rn ey  to  J e ru sa lem , one o f  t h e  W estern h is to r ia n s  goes on to  
sa y ;  "The p e c u l i a r i t y ,  th e re fo r® , o f  th e  s t o r y  o f  A cca , l i e s  in  i t s  
many s i e g e s — by B a ld w in , by S a la d in , by R ich a rd , by K habil in  th e  m iddle  
a g e s ;  by N ap o leon , by Ibrahim  P a sh a , and by S ir  R ob ert S to p fo r d , in  
l a t e r  t im e s .  I t  i s  th u s f th e 'o n e  c i t y  in  P a l e s t i n e ,  w hich has acq u ired  
d i s t i n c t  r e la t io n s  w ith  th e  W estern w orld  o f  modern h i s t o r y ,  analogou s  
t o  th o se  o f  C aesarea  w ith  th e  W estern w orld  o f  A n cien t h i s t o r y .  But 
th e  s in g u la r  f a t e  w h ich  i t  en joyed  a t  th e  c lo s e  o f the Crusades g iv e s  
i t  a s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t  n ever  to  be fo r g o t te n  by th o se  who in  th e  sh o r t  
sp a ce  o f  an h o u r 's  w alk can p a ss  round i t s  broken w a l l s .  W ith in  th a t  
narrow c ir c u it - -b e tw e e n  th e  Saracen  arm ies on one s i d e ,  and th e  roar o f  
th e  M editerranean  Sea on th e  o th er-«w as cooped up th e  remnant o f  the  
C rusading A rm ies, a f t e r  th e y  had te e n  d r iv en  from every  o th er  p a r t  o f  
P a l e s t i n e .  W ith in  th a t  c i r c u i t  th e  'K ings o f  Jerusalem * and Cyprus , o f  
th e  h ou se  o f  L u signan ; ;the P r in c e s  o f  A n tio c h , th e  Counts o f  T r ip o li  
and S id on ; th e  g r e a t  m a sters o f  th e  H o s p i t a l , the Tem ple, and th e  T eu­
to n ic  O rders; th e  R e p u b lic s  o f  V e n ic e , Genoa and P is a ;  the P o p e 's  L e ­
g a te ;  th e  K ings o f  Prance and E n g la n d , assumed an ind ep en d en t command. 
S ev en teen  tr ib u n a ls  e x e r c is e d  th e  power o f  l i f e  and d ea th ! A ll  th e  ey es  
o f  Europe w ere th en  f ix e d  on th a t  s p o t .  Acre c o n ta in e d  in  i t s e l f  a com­
p l e t e  m in ia tu re  o f  fe u d a l Europe and L a tin  C hristendom ."  A sid e  from  
a l l  th e s e  h i s t o r i c a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  th e  g r e a t e s t  w orld  drama o f  u n iv e r sa l  
r e l i g i o n  h æ  been a c te d  h e r e ;  th e  Supreme M a n ife s ta t io n  o f U n iv e r sa l  
P eace has r a is e d  H is c la r io n  V o ice  from h e r e ,  and Abdul Baha, th e  fo c a l  
c e n tr e  o f  good w i l l  and sym pathy tow ards a l l  mankind, i s  l i v i n g  here  
to d a y .

Today th e  B e loved  dû n ot show h im s e lf  to  th e  b e l ie v e r s  e x ce p t .fox* 
a few m inutes., bu t h ié  hours d u rin g  the day were m onopolized  by the  
stream  o f  c a l l e r s , from  the M o ft i^ o  o th e r  o f f i c i a l s  and c i t i z e n s  who 
w ere conducted  to  h i s  £o§m u p s t a ir s .  I t  seems th e  tru e  r u le r  o f  Acca 
i s  th e  M aster , fo r  th e y  come to  him w ith  a l l  th e ir  com plainte and ex p ect  
him to  r e d r e s s  an& w et them r i g h t .

(No s ig n a tu r e  on t h i s ) ;

J u ly  6 ,  1914 -2«



Home o f  B a h a 'o ’l l a h ,  Acca,, S y r ia .
J u ly  7» 1914

Dear P r ie n d s :»
Tlae t r a n s la t io n  o f  á com prehensive T a b le t  r e v e a le d  to Mr .Banner j ee , 

th e  foun der o f  th e  D eva laya  S o c ie t y  in  C a lc u t ta , may c o n s t i t u t e  f i t t i n g  
c o n tr ib u t io n  to  th e  Bahai w orld  from the B le s se d  Home o f  Baha’o * l la h ,  
where a t  t h i s  tim e and hour th e  Torch o f  Guidance ie  h e ld  a l o f t  by Abdul 
Baha— th e  I llu m in a to r  o f  h e a r ts  and s o u l s .  He w r i t e s : -

w0 thou wooer o f R e a l i t y !  H is H ighness the M e r c ifu l  One hath  caused  
th e  appearance o f  th e  sp len d o r s  o f  Love and A f f in i t y  in  th e  w orld o f  
H um anity, so  th a t  th e  in d iv id u a ls  o f  mankind m ight he p e r f e c t ly  u n ite d  
and th e  ra y s o f  U n ity  he r e v e a le d  amongst th e  c h ild r e n  o f  men. Hence 
He s e n t  f o r t h  th e  H oly M a n ife s ta t io n s ,  in s p ir e d  t h e ir  h e a r ts  w ith  the  
c o n te x ts  o f  th e  H eavenly Books and i n s t i t u t e d  D iv in e  R e l ig io n s  ; : in' order  
th a t  th e se  s a n c t i f i e d  P e r so n a g e s , th e s e  r e v e a le d  B ook s, th e se  R e l ig io n s  
o f  God m ight become th e  means o f U n ity  and A ccord , Love and G o o d -fe llo w ­
sh ip  in  th e  human w o r ld ,

MShould we stu d y  th e  D iv in e  R e l ig io n s  w ith  th e  p e r c e p t io n  o f  T ruth , 
we would th en  con clu d e th a t  th e ir  u n d e r ly in g  p r in c ip le  i s  the One R e a l ly  
t y .  A l l  the R e l ig io n s  o f  God are the R e a l i t y .  R e a l i t y  does notT a ccep t" ”" 
m u l t i p l i c i t y  and d i v i s i o n .  But a la s !  th a t  th e  fundam ental R e a l i t y  i s  
l a id  a s id e  and fo r g o t te n  and a c a ta lo g u e  o f  c r e e d s , dogmas and r i t e s  
have taken i t s  p la c e  w h ich  are the b a s is  o f  d i f f e r e n c e ,  th e  cause o f  
h a tr ed  and p r e ju d ic e  and th e  rea so n  o f  w arfare and b lo o d sh ed . T h erefore  
th e  O rig in a l  Aim as reg a rd s th e  appearance o f  th e  H oly M a n ife s ta t io n s  
and th e  e s ta b lish m e n t  o f  the R e l ig io n s  o f  God i s  t o t a l l y  fo r g o t te n  and 
q u ite  n e g le c te d .

"When t h i s  im p e n e tra ta b le  g lo o m --th a t  i s  th e  gloom o f  th e  t r a d i t io n s  
o f  the fo r e fa th e r s  and a n c e s t o r s —surrounded th e  w orld  and the p r i s t i n e ,  
p rim al L ig h t  o f th e  D iv in e  R e l ig io n s  was changed in to  dark n ess o f  the  
id e a s  o f  men, then  th e  tr u e  Morn dawned and the Sun o f  R e a l i t y  arose  
from  the h o r izo n  o f  P e r s ia ,  r e f l e c t i n g  in  th e  m irror o f  th e  w orld  o f  
hum anity th e  E ffu lg e n c e  o f  th e  H eaven ly  U n ity , Thus He (B ah a*o* llah )  
d e str o y e d  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  s tr u c tu r e  o f  b lin d  dogmas, and human- 
made creed s and r i t u a l s  w h ich  are th e  r e s u l t s  o f  ig n o r a n t p r e ju d ic e s .
I t  i s  owing to  t h i s  f a c t  th a t  t h i s  L ig h t  i s  sp re a d in g  w ith  the g r e a t e s t  
r a p id i t y  in  a l l  th e  c o u n tr ie s  o f  the w o r ld . The in f lu e n c e  o f  th e se  D i­
v in e  T each in gs in  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  w orld  i s  s im ila r  to  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  
th e  S p i r i t  over th e  b o d ie s ,

"C onsequently through th e  B reath s o f  t h i s  D iv in e  S p i r i t ,  th e  f o l ­
lo w e r s  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n s  in  P e r s ia  have r e n t  asunder the v e i l  
o f  s u p e r s t i t i o n s ,  are fr e e d  from  th e  e f f e c t  o f u n en lig h ten ed  d o c tr in e s  
and have a t ta in e d  to  th e  B e loved  o f  R e a l i t y .  These a n ta g o n is t ic  P a ith s  
a re  u n ite d  w ith  th e  bond o f p e r f e c t  Love and A m ity . Por t h i s  rea so n  
g r e a t  m eetin gs are o r g a n iz e d , in  w h ich  are r e p r e se n te d  Mohammedans, 
G h r is t ia n s , Jew s, Z o r o a str ia n s  and now and then B u d d h ists and l ik e w is e  
v a r io u s  n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  su ch  as T urks, A rabs, P a r s e e s ,  P e r s ia n s ,  K urds, 
E n g lis h ,  P rench and A m ericans, who a s s o c ia t e  and m ingle  w ith  each  other  
l i k e  unto b r o th e r s .  S im ila r  unto th e  sh eep  o f  God th ey  are g ra z in g  in  
th e  meadow o f  Truth under the p r o t e c t in g  s t a f f  o f  th e  H eavenly Shepherd.

"Shouldst thou r e f l e c t  w ith  the in s ig h t  o f  R e a l i t y ,  thou w i l t  o b ­
se r v e  th a t th e se  a n tiq u a ted  and superannuated  dogmas have ev er  been the  
cause o f  m assacre and carnage amongst n a t io n s  and p e o p le s  .

MAs t h i s  c y c le  i s  the c y c le  o f  s c i e n c e s ,  th e re  must needs be Hew 
T ea ch in g s, a New R e v e la t io n  i s  r eq u ire d  and a New L ife  i s  w an ted . The 
minds and the h e a r ts  r e fu te  the v e r a c it y  o f  a n c ie n t  o p in io n s . New^Ideals 
are c a l l e d  fo r  and New P r in c ip le s  are  u r g e n t ly  demanded which may f i l l
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the req u irem en ts o f  t h i s  a g e , be? as th e  s p i r i t  o f  t h i s  cen tu ry  and as 
th e  L ig h t o f  t h i s  p e r io d .

"Search , la b o r ,  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  work and show e x tr a o r d in a r y  e f f o r t , s o  
th a t  th e  C entre o f  th e ,L ig h t  o f  R e a l i t y  l i k e  unto th e  W itness o f  Love 
may become r e v e a le d  in  th e  assem b lage o f  m ankind. A r ise  thou w ith  such  
H eavenly  Power and such  D iv in e  C on firm ation  as to  move and s t i r  th a t  
g r e a t  c o n t in e n t  o f  I n d ia .

"Upon th ee  he g r e e t in g  and p r a i s e Ï
(S ig n ed ) ABDUL BAHA ABBAS .

Another im portant T a b le t  to  a New York Bahai i s  as fo l lo w s ;  "0 thou  
who a r t  f irm  in  the/C ovenantV  Thy';l e t t e r  was r e c e iv e d .  A ccord ing to the  
c le a r  t e x t s  o f  the Book o f  Akdas and th e  e x p l i c i t  c o n te n ts  o f  the Boole 
o f  th e  C ovenant, Abdul Baha ia  th e  I n te r p r e te r  o f  a l l  the Words and Book 
o f  the B le s s e d  P e r f e c t io n ,  and n ot on ly  th e  Book o f  Akdas. T his q u e s - ■ 
t i o n  i s  c le a r  and e v id e n t  to  th o se  who are inform ed w ith  th e  w r it in g s  
and T a b le ts  ( o f  Baha’o ’ l l a h  .) Were t h i s  n o t th e  c a se  , every  one would  
have given, and in t e r p r e t a t i o n : a cco r d in g  to  h is  own in c l in a t io n  and con ­
s id e r in g  h is  own i n t  erpr e t a t  ion  p r e fe r a b le  to  the in t e r p r e ta t i on o f  
o t h e r s ,  and t h i s  would n a tu r a l ly  le a d  to  g r e a t  d if fe r e n c e ’ . I f  some one 
in t r e p r e t s  one v e r se  o f  th e  V erses o f  God and h is  in te r p r e  t  a t i  o n _ i3 not 
approved by Abdul Baha, i t  i s  n o t a u t h o r i t a t iv e .  How i s  ; not  the time 
o f  i nte r p r e t a t io n .  This i s  th e  tim e o f  t e a c h in g . Al l  the b e i le v e r s  
m ust u n lo o se  the to n g u e ’o f  te a c h in g  th e  Cause; o f God. 'por .te a ch in g  i s  
th e  means o f gu id ance o f  a l l  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  th e  e a r th ; te a c h in g  is  
th e  cau se  o f  i l lu m in a t io n  o f  mankind; te a c h in g  i s  con d u cive  to  the en- 
LIGHTEH1ÆEHT'' o f  th e  world; o f  .'humanity ; teach  in  g i s  prom otive o f the con­
f i r m  t io n s  of, th e  Breaths:, o f t h e  H oly  S p i r i t .  T h is i s  the mos t  g r e a t  
a f f a ir !  But i f  a s o u l on r e a d in g  one o f  th e  B le s se d  V erses  u t t e r s  an 
e x p la n a tio n  w hich d oes n o t harm th e  C au se , do n o t oppose him; fo r  h is  
t a lk  i s  based on e x p la n a tio n  ( e lu c id a t io n )  and n o t on .i n t e r p r e t a t io n .  

"Upon th ee  be Baha E l Abha!
; ■ , (S ig n ed ) ABDUL BAHA ABBAS ! "

Another T a b le t  to  a  B rooklyn B e lie v e r  i s  as fo l lo w s
"Thy l e t t e r  was r e c e iv e d .  Prom i t s  c o n te n ts  i t  became e v id e n t  th a t ,  

p r a is e  be to  God, th e  L ig h ts  o f  th e  Kingdom are  sp r e a d in g , the s o u ls  are  
l i s t e n i n g  to  th e  Word, th e  s le e p y  ones are  besoming awakened and the  
b lin d  ones a re  r e c e iv in g  s ig h t ' .  T h is news im parted j o y .

“Today th e  Power o f  th e  Kingdom g r a n ts  v ic t o r y  to  th o se  s o u ls  who 
are confirm ed  in  th e  s e r v ic e  and are  th e  cau se  o f  th e  guidance o f  the  
p e o p le . The p erso n  who i s  a h e r a ld  to  th e  D iv in e  Kingdom i s  l i k e  unto a 
lam p, and th e  s o u ls  who p o s s e s s  h ig h  id e a ls  are l i k e  th e  m oth s. When 
th e  lamp i s  ig n i t e d u n q u estio n a b ly  a l l  the moths g a th er  around .it .T h ere­
fo r e  as much as you are a b le  summon th e  p e o p le  to  th e  Kingdom o f  God—■ 
thus you may become fa v o r e d  á t . the T h reshold  o f  H is H o lin e ss  B aha'o'll& h*  

T his m orning the, b e lo v ed  c a l l e d  a  number o f  th e  b e l ie v e r s  in to  h is  
p r e s e n c e . We s a t  th e r e  s i l e n t ' f o r  ten  o f : f  i f  te e n  m in u te s , but he d id  
n o t sa y  a w ord. He was p reo ccu p ied  and now and then h i s  e y es  were s h u t .

I Then we l e f t  h im , op p ressed  w ith  a f e e l i n g  th a t  th e  M aster was ssd  and 
f o r  some rea so n  o f  w h ich  we had no k n ow led ge. The two Arab b e l ie v e r s  
a r r iv e d  last'-highthfroa.H ai'fs.^v.^aiid .ibad/the supreme p r i v i l e g e  o f  m eeting  
th e  M aster . They l e f t :  aga in*;th is; morn and w i l l  s ta y  t i l l  th e  B eloved
r e tu r n s ,  w h ich  may n o t be v e ry  fa r  o f f .  I am very  happy h e r e , b ecau se  I 
s le e p  and work in  th e  room w here many P e a s ts  were h e ld  in  the P resen ce  
o f  Baha’ o ’ l l a h ,  and w hich was a t  th e  tim e the room o f
h i s  S e c r e ta r y . Many, many T a b le ts  were r e v e a le d  w h ile  He was s i t t i n g  
or w alk in g  to  and f r o »• The a ir  i s  f u l l  o f  h i s  w onderfu l S p i r i t .  Oh! I 
w ish  you were h ere! ^

(Ho s ig n a tu r e )  t



Home o f  Balia’ o ' l l  a ll, Acca S y r ia ,
J u ly  9 ,  1914

Bear F rien d s
The d i f f i c u l t i e s  th a t  th e  e a r ly  B ah ais had to go through in  Acca 

rem ind one alw ays o f  th e  A p o s to lic  Tim e, and how th e  e a r ly  C h r is t ia n s  
w ere su b je c te d  to  th e  utm ost ignom iny and d e a th . T h is gave them th a t  
i r r e s t i h l e  f a i t h  w h ich  c a r r ie d  b e fo r e  i t  ev ery  o b s t a c le ,  however in s u ­
p e r a b le  i t  m ight ap p ear r F i l l e d  w ith  th e  Love o f  C h r is t ,  th ey  c a r r ie d  
H is D iv in e  G ospel to  th e  u tte rm o st co rn ers o f  th e  e a r th . They had seen  
th e  G lory o f  th e  Son , and w ere f i r e d  w ith  en th u siasm  to  sh are t h i s  know­
le d g e  o f  s a lv a t io n  w ith  th e  members o f  th e  human fa m ily .  S im ila r ly  
th e s e  e a r ly  B a h a is , f i l l e d  w ith  th e  Love o f  B a h a 'o ' l la h ,  w i l l i n g ly  
h a i le d  a l l  manner o f  h a rd sh ip s  and s u f f e r in g s  in  order to behold  H is 
Face and p e r c e iv e  H is G lory . Many p ilg r im s  a t  th e  end o f  th e ir  lo n g  
jo u rn ey  w ere n o t p e r m itted  to  e n te r  th e  tow n, and a f t e r  making f u t i l e  
a ttem p ts  a l l  day th e y  were fo r c e d  to spend th e  n ig h ts  in  the cem etery  
and go on hu ngry. I f  th ey  w ere caught in  th e  a c t  o f  e n te r in g  the tow n , 
d is g u is e d  as A rab s, th ey  were a r r e s t e d ,  thrown in to  j a i l  and s e v e r e ly  
p u n is h e d . W hile Baha’ o ’ l l a h  was s t i l l  in c e r a te d , w ith  th e  o th e r s ,  in  
th e  B a rra ck s , e v er y  F rid ay  noon Abdul Baha, accom panied by a number o f  
f r i e n d s ,  walked ou t toward th e  M osque. Two or four guards fo llo w ed  
them in  the d i s ta n c e .  W hile in  th e  Mosque, one or  two p ilg r im s  who had 
w a ite d  a lo n g  tim e w ould q u ie t ly  j o in ,  th e  M a ster ’ s p a r ty  arid x* e t  urn to  
th e  p r is o n ,  w ith o u t anyone n o t ic in g  th e  d i f f e r e n c e .  How and then  the  
b e l ie v e r s  d is g u is e d  th em se lv es  as Arab p o r t e r s ,  and c a r r ie d  on th e ir  
h ea d s th e  huge bu nd les d e l ib e r a t e ly  arranged by th e  fr ie n d  who went 
e v e r y  day to  th e  Bazaar to  buy th in g s  fo r  th e  H oly F a m ily . Such p i l ­
grim s were k e p t in  th e  p r is o n  fo r  two or t h r e e ,  or. th e  utm ost n in e  
d a y s , and met Baha’ o ' l l a h  as many tim es as p o s s i b l e ,  and r e c e iv in g  H is 
in s t r u c t io n s  and d iv in e  t e a c h in g s ,  s l ip p e d  o f f  in  th e  same manner as 
th e y  had e n te r e d . O ften  th ey  c a r r ie d  T a b le ts  'd̂ rom Baha’ o ’ l l a h  fo r  the  
b e l ie v e r s  in  d i f f e r e n t  p a r ts  o f  th e  O r ie n t ,  and d i f f u s e d  th e  F ragrances  
o f  the New S p ir i t u a l  Aw akening.

When th e  B le s se d  P e r fe c t io n  was s t i l l  im prisoned  in  the B a rra ck s , 
th e r e  was l i v i n g  in  Acca a man by th e  name o f  S h eik h  Mahmoud. He was 
th e  M ofti o f  the town. He was a com b in ation  o f  o p p o s ite  q u a l i t i e s .  He 
was a lea rn ed  man, as w e l l  as an adept in  h orsem an sh ip . He had a pow er­
f u l  p h ysiq u e  and a quick m ind. From th e b e g in n in g , he t r ie d  to  oppose  
th e  Cause and harm th e  b e l i e v e r s .  One day w h ile  Abdul Baha was l e a v ­
in g  th e  M osque, he b lock ed  h i s  p a th  and r a i s in g  h i s  c lo s e d  th r e a te n in g  
f i s t  h ig h  in  th e  a i r ,  he c r ie d  a lo u d , so  th a t  everyone m ight h ear:" A rt  
th ou  th e  Son o f  God?” The M aster g e n t ly  rem inded him: ’’Does not Mo­
hammed command: ’R e sp ec t th e  g u eB t, even though he sh ou ld  be an i n f i d e l
S h eik h  Mahmoud r e p e a te d  h i s  q u e s t io n  in  a m enacing manner. The B e lo v e d , 
lo o k in g  in to  h is  ey es  m ost a f f a b ly ,  gave him th e  same an sw er. He was 
m elted  down b e fo r e  th e  h e a t  o f  th e  Sun o f  T ru th , and l e t t i n g  h is  hand 
f a l l  b e s id e  him , l e f t  the scen e  v e r y  q u i e t l y .  T h is Sheikh  Mahmoud o f ­
te n  r e la t e d  to h is  f r ie n d s  th a t  h i s  fa th e r  had to ld  him th e  Prom ised One 
would be brought to  Acca and im prisoned  th e r e ;  but he n ever  thought th a t  
th e  a r r iv a l  o f  Baha’ o ’ lla h . in  th e  Barracks was th e  f u l f i l l m e n t .  He 
l iv e d  in  a house s e v e r a l  m ile s  ou t o f  A cca . One e a r ly  m orning, w h ile  
h e was s ta n d in g  near th e  window o f  h i s  room, he look ed  toward Âoca and 
saw v ery  c l e a r l y  th e  B le s se d  P e r fe c t io n  beckon in g  to him w ith  h is  hand: 
’’Come, S h eik h  Mahmoudi" He r ep ea ted  t h i s  command tw ice  m ore, and the  
v i s io n  p a sse d  away. Sheik h  Miahmoud rubbed h is  ey es and co u ld  se e  n o th ­
in g  but open s p a c e . He was so  im pressed  w ith  t h i s  v i s io n  th a t he rode  
h i s  h orse  and h a sten ed  to  th e  tow n. E n te r in g  the Barracks p r e c i p i t a t e l y ,
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. went d i r e c t ly  in to  the P re se n c e  o f  Baha’ o ’ l l a h ,  and k n e e lin g  down on 
ne f lo o r  he s a id :  "My Lord! My Lord! I have come . Thou h a s t  c a l l e d  

ae!" Then th e  B le s se d  P e r fe c t io n  r a is e d  him from th e  ground and spoke  
to  him v ery  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y .  From th a t  tim e on , he was a stau n ch  and 
f a i t h f u l  B a h a i, and f a c i l i t a t e d  th e  v i s i t s  o f  th e  P ilg r im s  in  d iv e r s  
w ays. Once a p i lg r im  was fo rb id d en  en tra n ce  in to  th e  tow n. When Sheikh  
Mahmoud heard about i t ,  he  w ent o u t in  the ev en in g  and brought him in  
by th e  underground a q u ed u ct. The n e x t m orn ing, he d r e sse d  him l ik e  an 
Arab and put in  h i s  hand a la n te r n  to  be c a r r ie d  in  fr o n t  o f  h im , and 
s ta r t e d  o f f  fo r  th e  b a r r a c k s . T h is p ilg r im  s ta y e d  w ith  Balia*o* 11 ah s e v ­
e r a l  days and when he l e f t ,  he c a r r ie d  w ith  him se v e n ty  T a b le t s .

Another charm ing l i t t l e  s to r y :  When th e  Book o f  Akdas was r e ­
v e a le d ,  th e  b e l ie v e r s  ob served  th a t  everyon e was commanded to  have a 
tra d e  or a p r o f e s s io n ,  and th a t  work i s  c o n s id e r e d  as w o r sh ip . The 
f i r s t  p erso n  who obeyed t h i s  Command was Abdul Baha. At th e  t im e ,th e re  
was a m at-w eaver in  A coa, by th e  name o f  H a ji A l i ,  and fo r  s e v e r a l  months  
t h e  M aster w ent to  him and lea r n e d  th e  a r t  o f  m at-w eav in g . S e v e r a l mats 
were made w ith  h i s  own b le s s e d  h an d s, and th e y  t e l l  me some o f  th e se  are  
in  th e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  G r e a te s t  H oly L e a f .

T h is m orning th e  B eloved  came down l a t e ,  and w ent out in to  the  
town to  pay c a l l s  on v a r io u s  o f f i c i a l s ,  b ecau se  as 1 understand  i t , h e  
w i l l  le a v e  tomorrow fo r  H a ifa ,

In  th e  a f te r n o o n , th e  c a r r ia g e  was r ea d y , th e  B eloved  was d r iv en  
t o  B ahajee to  v i s i t  th e  B le s s e d  Tomb o f  the G lor iou s F a th e r . On the  
way, he spoke on c a s t in g  away the robe o f  s e l f  and p u t t in g  on th e  g a r ­
ment o f  S e l f l e s s n e s s ,  h u m ility  and e v a n e sc e n c e . "Man must be fr e e d  from 
e v er y  m a te r ia l t i e  and seek  th e  P a th  o f  th e  Kingdom. He must n o t look  
backward; he must lo o k  forw ard; n o t downward but heavenw ard. P r a i s in g  
o n e s e l f  i s  the s ig n  o f  s e l f i s h n e s s .  Commanding o th e r s  i s  th e  p a ssp o r t  
to  th e  rea lm  o f  s p i r i t u a l  p r o g r e s s .  Here i s  a  man who speaks v ery  fevř 
w o rd s, but he i s  w orking a l l  th e  tim e and a t te n d in g  to  a l l  h i s  d u t ie s ;  
th e r e  i s  an oth er  man who s i t s  down, t a lk s  c o n t in u a l ly  and b o a s ts  o f  h i s  
p a s t  a c h iev e m en ts ."

In  th e  Garden o f  th e  Tomb, he s a t  q u ie t ly  and prayed fo r  s e v e r a l  
m in u tes; then coming o u t , he v i s i t e d  the Garden o f  th e  R est-H ou se  and 
spoke w ith  th e  g a rd en er , Aga M ehdi, t e l l i n g  him what to  do to in c r e a s e  
th e  s to c k  o f  h i s  f l o r a .  •'Man", he s a i d ,  "must be t i r e l e s s  in  h i s  e f ­
f o r t .  Once h i s  e f f o r t  i s  d ir e c t e d  in  th e  proper c h a n n e l, i f  he does not  
su cc ee d  today he s h a l l  su cceed  tom orrow. E f f o r t  in  i t s e l f  i s  one o f  th e  
n o b le s t  t r a i t s  o f  human c h a r a c te r . D ev o tio n  to  o n e ’s  c a l l i n g ,  e f f o r t  
in  i t s  sp eed y  e x e c u t io n , s i m p l i c i t y  o f  S p i r i t  and s t e a d f a s t n e s s  through  
a l l  th e  ups and downs, are the h a ll-m a rk s o f  s u c c e s s .  A p erson  c h a r a c ­
t e r i z e d  w ith  th e se  a t t r ib u t e s  w i l l  g a th er  the f r u i t s  o f  h i s  labor  and 
o b ta in  th e  h a p p in ess  o f  th e  Kingdom."

I t  was a f t e r  su n s e t  when we reach ed  home. A l l  th e  b e l ie v e r s  were 
a w a it in g  th e  B e lo v e d ’ s a r r i v a l .  A lthou gh  he f e l t  v e ry  t i r e d ,  on account  
o f  th e  e x e r t io n  o f  th e  d ay , y e t  he summoned th e  fr ie n d s  to  h i s  room u p ­
s t a i r s — the room o f  Baha’ o ’ 11 ah . He gave a v e r y  s h o r t  ta lk  about h is  
W estern t r i p ,  and e x p r e sse d g r e a t  lo n g in g  fo r  th e  s o l i t u d e  o f  the  d e s e r t , 
where no one may be fou n d . Then he d ism is se d  us w ith  a g e n t le  wave of 
h i s  hand; As I descen ded  th e  s t a i r s , I ' co u ld  n o t h e lp  but ta in k  of the  
g r e a t  change th a t 'h a s  coiûe over the Cause s in c e  the  days o f  Baha*o ’ 11 ah 
o p r n t u a l ly  and many o f  us p h y s i c a l l y ,  we d id  not e x i s t  in  th ose  days ; 
but now h ere  I •am, l i v i n g  and working in  the very  same Home where the 
Great M a n ife s ta t io n  l iv e d  and worked! Who could ever dream th at we 
would a l l  be so  fo r tu n a te  and unworthy as we a r e ,  be p erm itted  to share  
in the H eavenly  B o u n ties  o f  th e  Lord o f  H o sts !

Ahmad Sohrab .



Bahai N e a t , Mount Carm el, H a if a , Syria ,.
J u ly  9 , 1914 .

Dear F r ie n d s ; -
B efore  le a v in g  Acca t h i s  a fte r n o o n , the B eloved  came down and 

c a l l e d  a l l  th e  fr ie n d s  in to  th e  r e c e p t io n  room. He d id  n ot want them 
to  go to  th e  s ta t io n .,  hu t he would h id  them f a r e w e l l , th e r e .  He to ld
them how he lo n g ed  to  s ta y  a l l  th e  tim e in  A cca, b ecau se  i t  i s  the con­
tr e ;  th a t  h is  h e a r t does n o t f in d  com p lete  r e s t  and composure save  in  
A cca, th a t  h is  s p i r i t  i s  alw ays in  Acca no m atter where he i s . Thon he 
co n tin u ed ; "The q u in te sse n c e  o f  th e  m atter i s  th a t under th e  p r o te c t io n  
o f  th e  B le s se d  P e r fe c t io n  we have sp en t our; days in  th io  'Most G reat P r i ­
so n . We l i s t e n e d  to 'H is  H eaven ly  T e a ch in g s , we w itn e sse d  His Wondrous 
W orks, we "beheld H is .D iv in e  M ajesty  and became the r e c ip ie n t s  o f h is  
in e x h a u s t ib le  F a v o rs , i t  was a ls o  through H is Holy Power th at we were 
r e in fo r c e d  to  bear a l l  the s u f f e r in g s  and p e r s e c u t io n s  in  H is P ath ;  
o th e r w ise  we co u ld  n o t'h a v e  sto o d  t h e ir  w e ig h t fo r  one day . Human 
powers unaided by th e  D iv in e  S p i r i t  cannot s u s ta in  t r i a l s  and o r d e a ls .
I r e g r e t  most e x c e e d in g ly  th a t  up to  t h i s  tim e I have been unable to 
ren d er  one w orthy s e r v ic e  to  th e  Cause o f cod and th e  b e l ie v e r s  o f  thr  
M e r c ifu l .  I c o n fe s s  my own sh ortcom in gs : a lth o u g h  from a g en era l s ta n d ­
p o in t  no man can ren der adequate s e r v ic e  a t  th e  D iv in e  T h re sh o ld . Today 
to e  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  Cause o f  God i s  f e l t  in  a l l  p a r ts  o f  th e  w o r ld , 
and th e r e  are thousands and te n s  o f  thousands of b e l ie v e r s  who r e fe r  
t h e ir  a f f a i r s  to  me fo r  a d ju stm en t. How c o n s id e r  how d i f f i c u l t  i t  i s  to  
a tte n d  to  a l l  th o se  and g iv e  p e r so n a l a d v ic e  to e a ch . T h erefore  1 beg  
o f  the M ie v e r s  o f  God, e s p e c i a l ly  th o se  who have been the Companions 
o f  th e  B le s se d  P e r fe c t io n  in  t h is  Most G reat P r is o n , n o t to  look  upon 
th e  sh o r tc o m in g s , b u t lo o k  upon every  man from th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f d iv in e  
Mercy and G race. Were i t  p o s s ib le  fo r  me, I would w i l l i n g l y  and proud - 
! y  have become a se r v a n t to  each  one o f  th e  fr ie n d s  - -Baha* o ' l l a h  
h as a ssu red  us th a t  t h i s  Cause w i l l  tran scen d  every  d i f f i c u l t y  and w i l l  
r i s e  above ev ery  p e r sec u tio n ^  b u t t h i s  c o n d it io n  w i l l  n o t bo v ea l 1red 
e x ce p t through the s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  and i n f i n i t e  wisdom o f  the b e l ie v e r s  
o f God. - -  -B ecau se  t h i s  i s  th e  D iv in e  C ause, p e o p le  in  a l l  parus o f  
th e  world are  e r e c t in g  w a lla  o f o b s tr u c t io n  to  h in d er  i t s  onward march* „ 
These o b s tr u c t io n s  are n ot two or ten  or f i f t y ;  th ey  axe num erous* -  -  - 
Here he spoke m ost f e e l i n g l y  about t ie  l a t e s t  outbreak o f fa n a t ic is m  in  
P e r s ia  a g a in s t  the B ahais in  T eheran , Yaxd and liarm anshahan, and how in  
e a c h  o f  s a id  c i t i e s  the Ulemas have e x c i t e d  the mob to  k i l l  th e  b e l i e v ­
e r s  and p lunder t h e ir  p r o p e r t ie s ,  and how th ey  have ascended  the p u lp it s  
and denounced a l l  the B ahais as i n f i d e l s  and p o l y t h e i s t s .  Then lie c o n ­
t in u ed  ; "In s h o r t ,  my aim i s  t h i s .  The B le s se d  Cause i s  surrounded by 
th r e a te n in g  dangers on a l l  s i d e s .  D u rin g  H is L if e  tim e , Baha’ o ’ llaV- 
ed u cated  u s , tr a in e d  us and e n c ir c le d  us w ith  H ie B o u n ties  and P avera , 
so  th a t we m ight p r o te c t  t h ié  L ig h t o f  the m a n ife st  Cause which has been 
l ig h t e d  by the Hand o f the A lm ighty in  t h i s  dark w o r ld , a cco rd in g  to
our a b i l i t y .  We must s t r i v e  to keep  pure the sacred  glow  o f  t h i s  Heaven 
l y  F ir e ,  and n ot l e t  the s e r e n i t y  ox th e  Cause be d is tu r b e d  by o u t s i d e
o ir e  urns tances-^ T h is i s  th e , p la in  duty o f  every  B a h a i, otncrw i.se there  
w i l l  rem ain no s ig n  or tr a c e  o f  the Movement. W hile H is H o lin e ss  Moham­
med l iv e d  in  A r a b ia /  one day H is fo l lo w e r s  came to  him and asked ; ‘Was 
K h a lid , who l iv e d  many y e a rs  b e fo r e  T hee, a Prophet?» Mohammed answered  
’ Yes I He was a g r e a t  P r o p h e t , and He i n s t i t u t e d  many la w s;  but a f t e r  
H is d eath  H is f o l lo w e r s  grew lukewarm and l o s t  th e ir  le a d e r ’ s e n ta u s i-  
asm, and thus the L ig h t became e x t i n c t ,  the f a i t h  -«as not propagated  and
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the Standard o f  Truth was n ot u n fu r le d .*  S im i la r ly ,  i f  we do not p r o ­
t e c t  the C au se , i f  we are  n o t s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g ,  i f  we do not th ink  of 
the  p r o g r ess  o f  th e s e  i d e a l s ,  i f  we do no g iv e  up e v e r y th in g  for  the 
beat  in t e r e s t  o f  T ru th — th e L ig h t w i l l  become e x t i n c t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f te r
me. .

“0 ye b e lo v ed  fr ie n d s !  The s p ir i t u a l '  F orces are w ith  u s , the D iv ine  
A n gels are su p p o r tin g  u s ,  the Fdvors o f  th e  B le s se d  P e r fe c t io n  are a l l  
around us , th e  C on firm ation s o f  th e  H oly S p i r i t  are h o v e r in g  above our 
h e a d s , th e  i n v i s i b l e  c o h o r ts  are c o n t in u a lly  a s s i s t i n g  u st I f  we do not 
la b o r  and work in  th e se  d a y s , then  on What days s h a l l  we la b o r  and 
work? F ir s t  o f  a l l  I  s h a l l  pray  in  my own b e h a l f ,  then on b e h a lf  o f  
ev ery  one o f  you —so  th a t  you may be under th e  P r o te c t io n  o f the A l­
m ighty! May you be th e  s e r v a n ts  o f  the Cause! May you be the v i c t o r ­
io u s  h o s ts  o f God*s R e v e la t io n !  May you s a c r i f i c e  your l i v e s  in  His 
P ath ! L et us s t r i v e  by day and by n ig h t ,  surge l i k e  unto a w aving .s e a ,  
ro a r  l i k e  unto a f e a r l e s s  l i o n ,  move l i k e  unto the v e l o c i t y  o f  th e  wind© 
and se r v e  and sp read  theC ause of Baha, o * l la h  a cco rd in g  to  th e  b e s t  o f  
our a b i l i t y .  P r a is e  be to  God, we are a l l  b en eath  th e  Shade o f the B es­
to w a ls  o f  th e  B le s s e d  P e r f e c t io n .  He has s e l e c t e d  us from amongst a l l  
th e  n a t io n s  o f  th e  w o r ld , end brought us w ith  Him in  t h i s  p r is o n , end 
made us c o -s h a r e r s  in  H is t r i a l s  and s u f f e r in g s .  I f  we thank Him a 
hundred thousand tim es a t  ev ery  moment, we h ave  n o t  p r a ise d  Him s u f f i ­
c i e n t l y .  The d u ra tio n  o f  our l i v e s  i s  o n ly  a few d a y s . C o n sid e r , when 
we e n te r e d  t h i s  p r is o n  we w ere ab ou t 72 p e r so n s , but now o n ly  a few  o f  
us are l e f t  b eh in d . We w i l l  a l s o  pa s s  a w a y .- -  -  -" H is ey es  were sh u t  
and now and then  h i s  v o ic e  was more l i k e  a w h isp e r , so  th a t  I cou ld  
h a r d ly  c a tc h  th e  w ords. Then d escen d in g  th e  s t a i r s ,  he ca u tio n ed  th a t  
no one sh ou ld  come down. A ll  th e  b e l ie v e r s  f e l t  so  s t r o n g ly  th e  power 
and the app eal o f  H is t a l k .  He l e f t  them am idst a g r e a t ,  d i s c o n c e r t in g  
s i l e n c e .  He rode on h is  donkey to  th e  s t a t i o n .  I was w alk in g  behind  
th e  l i t t l e  a n im a l. Another b e l ie v e r  had the r e in s  in  h i s  hand. A fter  
a few m inu tes w a it in g ,  th e  t r a in  p u lle d  ou t o f  th e  s t a t io n  fo r  H a ifa .  
D escen d in g  from th e  t r a in ,  he g o t in to  a p u b lic  c a r r ia g e  and was d r iven  
to  th e  h o u se . In  th e  e v e n in g , b ecau se  a l l  the fr ie n d s  were ga th ered  in  
th e  garden in  th e  e x p e c ta t io n  o f  s e e in g  h im , he came o u t and sto o d  a t  
th e  top o f  th e  s ta ir s ,  and r e q e s te d  them to  excu se  him fo r  t h i s  even in g  , 
b eca u se  he i s  v e r y  t i r e d ;  b u t th ey  were a l l  in v i t e d  to  come tomorrow 
m orning, and have th á r  t e a  in  h i s  H oly P r e s e n c e .

Shougi E f fc n d i  and K ouhi, w ith  about a dozen o f  th e  Bahai s tu d e n ts ,  
a r r iv e d  y e s te r d a y  from B e ir u t .  E very one has been s u c c e s s f u l  in  h is  e x ­
a m in a tio n s , and th ey  have come h ere  fo r  t h e ir  v a c a t io n s  w ith  f l y in g  c o l ­
o r s .  The g i r l  s tu d e n ts  have a ls o  r e tu r n e d , but th ey  are in  the Androuns 
o f  t h e ir  p a r e n ts , and no one has so much as th e  g h o st o f  a chance to se e  
or t a lk  to  them, even  a w ord, I b e l i e v e ,  when th ey  are  in  th e  C o l le g e ,  
th e y  are g iv en  g r e a te r  freedom  and e x e r c is e  more s o c i a l  l ib e r t y ;  but 
h ere  c o n d it io n s  are changed , and th ey  must l i v e  in  accord  w ith  the r e ­
l i g i o u s  s c r u p le s  o f  th e  p e o p le .  They t e l l  me th ey  are q u ite  advanced in  
t h e ir  s t u d i e s ,  and th ár p r o fe s s o r s  are  p le a s e d  w ith  them.

T h is m orning th e  B eloved  c a l l e d  me in to  h is  own b le s s e d  p r e s e n c e ,  
and p o in te d  out a s e a t  fo r  me near h is  b ed , I t r a n s la te d  to  him s e v ­
e r a l  l e t t e r s  j u s t  r e c e iv e d  from Europe and A m erica. T h eir  answers were 
postponed to  some more opportune t im e . Then he went out to pay a number 
o f  v i s i t s  to  the o f f i c i a l s  and o th er  c i t i z e n s ,  p r e v io u s  to  h i s  d e p a r t ­
ure f o r  H a ifa . On h is  r e tu r n , he stop p ed  fo r  h a l f  an hour in  th e  r e c e p -  
t io n  room and e n te r ta in e d  us w ith  a number o f T u rk ish  a n e c d o te s , Again  
we are in  H a ifa , n o t knowing how lo n g  we w i l l  s ta y  b e fo r e  le a v in g  fo r  
anoth er d i r e c t io n .  Badi E f fe n d i B ushrui i s  my c o n sta n t f r i e n d .  W hile I 
am in  the Home o f  th e  B e loved  he s ta y s  in  my N e s t .  He i s  busy w r it in g



p l y  9 ,  1 9 1 4  “ 3-

a f in e  pam phlet on the Bahai Cause from the s ta n d p o in t  o f  th e  Beyan » 
q u oting  numerous v e r s e s  from th is  "book in  regard  to  th e  appearance o f  
«Hitt whom God would M a n ife s t ."

Ahmad S oh rab .



B ahai West .Mount Carmel , H a ifa , S y r ia  
J u ly  10 ,1914

Dear F r ie n d s : -
T h is morning a l l  th e  P ilg r im s  and "b elievers ga th ered  in the r o s e -  

garden o f  the B e lo v e d , w a lk in g  through  the v a r io u s  lo v e ly  p a th s , d i s ­
c o u r s in g  on s p i r i t u a l  them es and w a it in g  fo r  th e  C a ll  o f the Lord o f  
S e r v ic e .  E v e n tu a lly  th e  C a ll  came, and the h e a r ts  responded and the  
s ig n s  o f  h a p p in ess appeared on e v er y  f a c e .  One by one we en tered  the  
room, and th e  M aster bade us s i t  down. Tea and bread and ch eese  were 
se r v e d ; but a l l  e y es  w ere c en te r e d  upon th e  K ing o f  L ove . The ta lk  o f  
th e  M aster a g a in  concerned  th e  dangers th a t  surround th e  Cause of God, 
and how the b e l ie v e r s  must put f o r t h  t h e ir  utm ost e x e r t io n  to  p r o te c t  
i t  from th e  encroachm ents o f  th e  e n e m ie s . "Like unto th e  d e e r , we are 
surrounded from th e  fo u r  d i r e c t io n s .  But we are  t r u s t in g  in  th e  Favor 
arid Bounty o f  th e  B le s se d  P e r f e c t io n .  He w i l l  come to  our su cc o u r . I f  
we r e l i e d  upon our own powers and r e s o u r c e s ,  we cou ld  n o t do as much 
a s a m o sq u ito , but God’ s C on firm ation s are w ith  u s . ” He ©poke for  more 
than  h a l f  an h ou r, a lo n g  th e s e  l i n e s ,  i l l u s t r a t i n g  h i s  remarks w ith  v a ­
r io u s  ap t and grap h ic  s t o r i e s .  E veryone was most im pressed  by th e  e a r ­
n e s tn e s s  o f  h i s  v o ic e  and th e  deep c o n v ic t io n  u n d e r ly in g  every  word he 
u t t e r e d .  How he was p le a d in g  and aga in  a u t h o r i t a t iv e ;  then m elted  by 
th e  downpour o f  supreme f e e l in g s  and anon c o u n s e l l in g  and a d v is in g .  I t  
was a lto g e th e r  a m ost w on d erfu l m ee tin g , and when we l e f t  the room,our 
minds w ere su p p lie d  w ith  many s u g g e s t io n s  im parted by th e  remarks o f  
th e  B e lo v e d , over w hich  we pondered and about w hich we ta lk e d  a l l  day.

At noon, tw e lv e  prom inent c i t i z e n s  o f  Acca and H a ifa  were h is  guest  
a t  lu n ch eo n , and th e  M aster spoke to  them on s p i r i t u a l  s u b j e c t s ,  u s in g  
sundry co icrete  exam ples ou t o f  th e  m a te r ia l l i f e  to  en n ob le  and m agnify  
th e  s p i r i t u a l .  MA m a te r ia l  man l e t s  h im s e lf  be w orried  and h a ra ssed  by 
l i t t l e  t h in g s ,  b u t a  s p i r i t u a l  man i s  alw ays calm  and seren e  under a l l  
c ir c u m s ta n c e s ,” he s a i d .  In  th e  a f te r n o o n , he r e c e iv e d  s e v e r a l  g e n t le ­
men o f  the T u rk ish  Army, and th e  s u b je c t  o f  d is c u s s io n  was M ilita r ism  
v s .  P eace .

About 5 p .m . he came out o f  th e  h o u se . He was g o in g  to  take a 
w alk  through th e  German C olon y , b u t as th ere; were many b elievers,-! in  
th e  gard en , he srat down on th e  low  w a ll  o f  th e  avenue le a d in g  to  the  
door and b i s e c t in g  th e  garden in to  two p a r t s .  He spoke in  d e t a i l  about 
th e  two k in d s o f  e n m it ie s —r e l i g i o u s  enm ity  and p e r so n a l e n m ity .

”A p erson  anim ated by r e l ig io u s  enm ity s u b je c t s  us to  h arsh  t r e a t ­
ment and p e r s e c u t io n .  By d o in g  t h i s  he th in k s  he i s  s e r v in g  h ie  r e ­
l i g i o n ,  th a t  our s u f f e r in g s  w i l l  be th e  p a ssp o r t le a d in g  him to  e te r n a l  
f e l i c i t y .  To su ch  p e o p le  we are  m ost th a n k fu l, b e c a u se , though m isgu id ­
ed in  th e ir  z e a l ,  th ey  c o n s id e r  i t  t h e ir  r e l i g i o u s  and not p e r so n a l bouni» 
en du ty  to  harm and v i l l i f y  u s .  On th e  o th er  hand, th e r e  are our friends  
who a c t  as s t r a n g e r s .  The enm ity  o f  th e s e  p e o p le  i s  s e l f i s h  and p erson ­
a l .  Ho m atter  how k in d  one has been to  them in  th e  .p a s t ,  th ey  fo r g e t  
e v e r y th in g , ad a r is e  in  o p p o s i t io n .  For exam ple, i f  1 sa y  to  a p a r t ic ­
u la r  b e l ie v e r ;  'Why d id  you commit suuch an unseem ly a c t?  Why a r t thou 
n o t u p r ig h t in  th y  p e r so n a l l i f e ?  Why a r t  thou t e l l i n g  fa lse h o o d s?  Why 
d id s t  thou  ta k e  money from su ch  and su ch so u l?  Why d o s t  thou p o l lu t e  thy 
mouth w ith  f a ls e h o o d s ? ' - - in s t e a d  o f  tr y in g  to  fo l lo w  th e  p ath  of r ig h t ­
eo u sn ess  he w i l l  g e t  angry and go away, j o in in g  h im s e lf  w ith  the fr e e s  
Gi d ark n ess and i r r é l i g i o n .  But i f  I over look  a l l  h ie  tr a n s g r e s s io n s  
and e v i l  a c t io n s  and tap  him on the sh o u ld er  and sa y : ”My son ! W ell 
done! ’ he w i l l  p rob ab ly  rem ain w ith  me. -  -  -  -  Ho one can deny the 
p la in  f a c t  th a t  th e  a s s o c ia t io n  o f  thjbse s o u ls  who have d e v ia te d  from 
th e  p a th  o f  r e c t i t u d e  i s  h a r m fu l. Who w i l l  a d v ise  you to  hug a serp en t  
t o  your b r e a s t ,  or keep a sc o r p io n  in  your s le e v e ?  We must a v a i l  ourselves
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o f  th e  a s s o c ia t io n  o f  th e  r ig h te o u s  and withdraw  our hand and mind from  
th e  company o f  th e  w ic k e d . Of c o u r s e , i f  w ick ed n ess comes to  us w ith  a l l  
i t s  u g ly  ap p earan ce , no one w ould th in k  to approach i t ;  hut i t  g e n e r a lly  
assum es f a i r  and s e d u c t iv e  form . The more I have been p a t ie n t  and lo n g -  
s u f f e r in g  w ith  soem p e o p le ,  th e  more th ey  have in crea sed  t h e ir  n e g lig e n c e  
and in d i f f e r e n c e .  B ecause th ey  s e e  I o v er lo o k  th e ir  s in s  and f a u l t s ,  
th e y  add to  t h e i r  a u d a c ity , and l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  th ey  come to  b e l ie v e  
th a t  I am ig n o r a n t o f  t h e ir  f o u l  d e e d s . They do not say  th a t he (Abdul 
Baha) i s  p a t i e n t ,  c lem ent*  lo v in g ,  l o n g - s u f f e r in g ,  c h a r ita b le ,  s i n -  
c o v e r in g , f o r g iv in g .  No; th e y  do n o t th in k  o f  th e s e  th in g s . They 
w ould r a th e r  a d d ress  th e m se lv e s:  "See! How c l e v e r ,  smart and in g en io u s  
we a re! Look! How we managed to  p o ck et money from t h i s  or th a t person!  
How we m isr e p r e se n te d  su oh  and su oh  a f a c t  to  him! How we kept him in  
th e  dark co n cern in g  th e  r e a l i t y  o f  su ch  and su ch  a c a s e ! 1 With such or 
s im i la r  th o u g h ts th ey  rub t h e ir  hands to g e th e r  in  g l e e .  -  -  -As lo n g  as 
t h e i r  "sm artness* i s  c o n fin e d  to  th e m s e lv e s , I l e t  them dream th ese  
i d l e  s u p p o s it io n s ;  but when th e ir  b a le f u l  in f lu e n c e  s t a r t s  a f f e c t in g  the  
p r i s t i n e  p u r ity  o f  th e  Cause o f  God, then i t  i s  tim e to  g iv e  them a  
h a l t !  Would I n o t  be r e s p o n s ib le  to  B a h a 'o * lla h  i f  I s ta n d  a lo o f  and 
do n o t  s to p  th e  man who w ith  an axe in  h is  hand i s  t r y in g  to  undermine 
th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  R e l ig io n  o f  God? Should  1 u t t e r  no word and ap?; 
p rove h is  d e s t r u c t iv e  work? I am n o t in t e r f e r in g  w ith  the d ic t a t e s  o f  
h i s  c o n s c ie n c e ,  I  s im p ly  aay- i f  he d e s ir e s  to  be a la b o r e r  in  t h i s  
e d i f i c e  he must b u ild  and n o t  d e s t r o y .  I f  he is  n ot p le a se d  w ith  t h is  
s im p le  in ju n c t io n ,  he i s  p e r f e c t l y  f r e e  to  le a v e  and le a v e  us a lon e  
t o  our w ork. -  -  -T here are  a number o f  s o u ls  who b e l ie v e  th a t  God
h a th  c r e a te d  them to  s a c r i f i c e  t h e ir  p o s s e s s io n s ,  t h e ir  d e g r e e s , th e ir  
h o n o r , t h e ir  w e a lth  and t h e i r  l i v e s  in  th e  p ath  o f  th e  B le s se d  P e r f e c ­
t i o n ,  and no o b s t a c l e ,  however in su rm o u n ta b le , w i l l  keep them away from 
t h i s .  On th e  o th e r  hand, th e r e  are  many p eo p le  who e n te r ta in  the t h o ' t  
t h a t  th e  Bab ap p eared , endured innum erable c a la m a tie s  and h a r d s h ip s , and 
f i n a l l y  was m artyred ; th a t  2 0 ,000  p e o p le  s a c r i f i c e d  th e ir  l i v e s ;  th a t  
th e  B le s se d  p e r f e c t io n  s a c r i f i c e d  H im se lf  under p r iso n  and ch a in  and 
e x i l e s  and y e a rs  o f in c a r c e r a t io n , —so  th a t  th ey  may have a 'good time* 
e a t in g ,  d r in k in g , amuping th em se lv es  and lo r d in g  over m en.4 -  -  -  - -"  

"How c r u e l  and in s e n s a te  à  p erson  must be to  make a l l  th e  o rd ea ls  
and t r i a l s  o f  th e  B le s se d  P e r f e c t io n  as s te p p in g -s to n e s  to  the g r a t i f i ­
c a t io n  o f  h i s  grow ing anim al a p p e t i t e s  and p u tr id ,  se n su a l d e s ir e s !  In ­
s te a d  o f  th e s e  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  th o u g h ts , he must th in k  o f  th e  s e l f -  
s a c r i f i c e  . o f  a l l  th e  B a h a is , o f  t h e ir  pure s p i r i t u a l i t y  and a t t r a c t io n ,  
o f  the lo n g  army o f  th e  m a rty rs, how th e  b r e a ts  o f  the Bab became the  
t a r g e t  o f  a  thousand v o l l e y s ,  how Baha*o’ l l a h  underwent a l l  manner of 
a f f l i c t i o n s  and to r tu r e s  in  th e  P a th  o f  God, how th e  K ing o f  th e  Martyrs 
was cu t to  p i e c e s , hw^hundreds o f  h o ly  s o u ls  h a sten ed  toward th e  arena  
o f  s a c r i f i c e ,  and how th e  l i v e s  o f  men became s p i r i t u a l  through th e  
e t e r n a l  in f lu e n c e  o f  th e s e  d iv in e  h e r o e s !  Oh! th a t  I may w alk in  th e ir  
f o o t s t e p s !  Oh! th a t  I may tak e a few  crumbs from th e ir  bounteous ta b le !  
Ohl th a t  I may a cq u ire  a thousandth  p a r t  o f t h e ir  se v e r a n c e !  These must 
be h i s  i d e a l s ."

Ahmad Sohrab.



Bahai N e s t ,  Mount Carrnel, H a ifa  S y r ia
J u ly  11 ,1 9 1 4

Dear ï t  iend : -
two cablegram s to  London and an oth er  to  I n d ia ,  to a d ju s t  s e v e r a l  

m atters p e r ta in in g  to  the C au se , were s e n t  th is  m orn in g . I was in  h is  
lo v in g  p r e sen ce  o n ly  fo r  h a l f  an h o u r . I w ithdrew  when I saw a number 
o f  Arabs e n te r  th e  room. About 11 o ’ c lo c k  he came o u t .  M irza Y agoub, 
a p i lg r im  from a v i l l a g e  n ear  T a b r iz , was s ta n d in g  by in  th e  most r e v ­
e r e n t  a t t i t u d e .  No soon er had the B eloved  look ed  a t  him and s m il in g ly  
in q u ire d  about h i s  h e a lth  than he threw h im s e lf  a t  h i s  f e e t  p a s s io n a t e ­
l y ,  and w h ile  w eep ing and c r y in g , begged and im plored h is  so o th in g  b less­
i n g s .  L ik e  unto a k ind  fa th e r  th e  M aster b en t down, and w ith  h is  tender  
hands l i f t e d  up th e  p r o s tr a te  form o f  th e  s u p p l ic a n t .  In  h ie  cap ac iou s  
arms he lo ck ed  him , one m ight have supposed fo r  many m in u te s , w hisper - 
in g  in to  h i s  charmed e a rs  te n d e r , trem ulous words o f  lo v e  and com pass­
io n .  What an in d e s c r ib a b le  sc e n e  i t  was! What an a f f e c t io n a t e  o u t ­
b u r s t  o f  lo v e !  What a d iv in e  p ic t u r e !  What u n u tte r a b le  ten d ern essS  
T h ere, d o e s t  thou n o t s e e  the M aster w ith  th e  eye o f  im a g in a tio n .a m id st  
a p r o fu s io n  o f  f lo w e r s ,  s ta n d in g  e r e c t  and c la s p in g  in  h is  sym p ath etic  
arms th e  b ig  g ia n t  o f  th e  North?

Having retu rn ed  a f t e r  an h o u r , he s ta r te d  fo r  the Orangery p l a n t ­
ed by th e  in d u s tr io u s  Esm ael A ga. I t .  i s  s i t u a t e d  on the e a s te r n  wing 

o f  the Home o f  T ru th , and b e s id e  o r a n g e s , lem on s, m and arin es, e tc  . i t  
b o a s ts  o f  p ea ch , a p p le , a p r ic o t ,  f i g ,  pear and q u ince t r e e s .  Grapes 
and s tr a w b e r r ie s  a ls o  grace  th e  gard en . A lto g e th e r  i t  i s  a lo v e ly  s p o t .  
B efo re  e n te r in g  th e  gard en , he beckoned me to  fo l lo w  him , and as I was 
w a lk in g , he p o in te d  ou t to  me th e  d i f f e r e n t  t r e e s ,  p ic k in g  up ap p les  
and s tr a w b e r r ie s  and o f f e r in g  them to  me to  e a t  and t e l l  him how they  
t a s t e d .  He e u lo g iz e d  u n r e se r v e d ly  th e  u n t ir in g  a c t i v i t y  and z e a l  o f  
Esmael Aga . "D evotion to  and lo v e  fo r  o n e ’ s v o c a t io n  accom p lish  m ira­
c le s  , " he s a id  .

In th e  a f te r n o o n , Abbas G obi, the guardian o f  th e  Tomb o f  the Bab, 
was ushered  in to  th e  room w h ile  I was in  th e  H oly P resen ce  o f  th e  B e ­
lo v e d . Many s t r u c tu r a l  needs o f  th e  b u i ld in g  w ere d is c u s s e d ,  the Msjb~ 
t e r  d is p o s in g  o f  one by one by c l e a r - c u t ,  d e f i n i t e  a n sw ers .

E sfan deyar was ord ered  to  have the lan d eau  r e a d y . A fte r  a w h ile ,  
th e  B eloved  came ou t and c a l l e d  H a ji Heydar A li to  accompany him; Shougi 
E ffe n d i was n e x t and I was th e  happy t h i r d . When we a l l  s a t  in  th e  
la n d ea u , I remembered th a t  th e  "Bibby Annual Journal"  o f  1 9 1 4 , s e n t  by 
Mr, Harmon, o f  B o sto n , M a ss ., had a r r iv e d  t h i s  m orning, and I asked I s -  
fandeyar to  h a s te n  to  my room and b r in g  i t .  I th ou gh t i t  would be a 
good r e c r e a t io n  fo r  the M aster to lo o k  a t  i t s  sa cred  p i c t u r e s .  However, 
th e  B eloved  th ou gh t I was go in g  to  impose upon him some w ork. He turned  
to  H aji and s a id :  "This M irza Ahmad comes to  me alw ays w ith  some kind
o f  w ork. What sh ou ld  we do w ith  him? Even in  the lan d eau  he i s  th in k ­
in g  o f  workt" By t h i s  t im e , Is fa n d ey a r  was b ack , and my in n ocen ce  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  beyond p e r a d v e n tu r e , As I had g u e sse d , the M aster was de­
l ig h t e d  w ith  th e  a r t i s t i c  v a lu e  o f  some o f  th e  p i c t u r e s ,  and s e v e r a l  
m inutes p a ssed  in  t h is  pure p astim e o f  " look in g  a t  th e  p ic t u r e s ,"  f e e d ­
in g  the "ocu lar hunger" o f  the ey es  fo r  th e  b e a u t i fu l  . The landeau  
p a s s in g  through theGerman Colony reach ed  th e  p l a i n ,  s k i r t in g  the fo o t  
o f  Mount C arm el. We were d r iv en  t i l l  we reach ed  the Bahai C em etery.
Here the B eloved  a l ig h te d  from th e  c a r r ia g e  and v i s i t e d  the Tomb o f the 
G reat Afnan.' A few hundred f e e t  below  i s  the famous Gave o f E l i j a h ,  
over which a b u i ld in g , now in  p a r t ia l  r u in ,  has been c o n s tr u c te d . B e­
cau se  Baha’o ’ l l a h  had been th e r e  s e v e r a l  t im e s , ea ch  tim e l i v i n g  th ere  
a few days--A b dul Baha sto o d  most r e v e r e n t ly  in  fr o n t  o f  the b u ild in g
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and q u ie t ly  read a p r a y e r . We a g a in  g o t in  th e  la n d ea u , and were d r i v ­
en back to  th e  h o u se .

In  th e  e v e n in g , th e r e  was a f in e  m e e tin g , and th e  M a ster , b e in g  
in  good h e a l t h ,  d e l iv e r e d  a lo n g ,  in t e r e s t in g  t a l k .  He s a i d ,  in  p a r t;

"I g r e a t ly  hope th e  s tu d e n ts  are  e n jo y in g  t h e ir  v a c a t io n  on th e  
e lo p e  o f  Mount C arm el. The su rrou n d in g  cou n try  i s  m ost e n tr a n c in g ,& 1 - 
ways f r e s h  and in v ig o r a t in g  and the w ater  i s  c o o l and s a lu b r io u s .  To 
com p lete  t h i s  ensem ble o f  h ea v en ly  g i f t s  i s  to  p o s s e s s  a  s p i r i t u a l  s t a t e  
th e  c o n d it io n  o f  s e v e r a n c e , a t t r a c t io n ,  p r a y e r fu ln e s s  and enkin db em ent. 
However sa lu b r io u s  th e  w ater i s ,  i f  you do n o t o f f e r  i t  to  th e  t h i r s t y  
one he w i l l  n o t e n jo y  i t s  r e f r e s h in g  t a s t e .  However toothsom e th e  food  
may b e , o n ly  th e  hungry w i l l  r e l i s h  i t s  d e l i c a c y .  Ebne F a r e s s , an A ra ­
b ia n  S c h o la r , a d d r e ss in g  Mecca and M edina, s a y s :  *0 ye o b je c t s  and K aa- 
bas o f  th e  w orld  o f  hum anity! Your s o i l  i s  my m u sk -d if fu s in g  amber and 
your t r e e s  and p la n ts  are my lo t u s  and am brosia t r e e s .  Under the c o o l  
shade o f  th e se  t r e e s  I f in d  r e s t  and h e a l t h ! ’ How i t  i s  e v id e n t  th a t  
th e  s o i l  o f  A rabia  i s  n o th in g  e l s e  but h o t sa n d s , and i t s  t r e e s  c o n s i s t  
o f  a  k in d  o f  e v erg reen  f i r  * w hich r e s i s t  th e  encroachm ent o f  th e  Arabian  
h e a t .  C on sider how Ebne F a ress  has c a l le d  th e  w h ite  sand o f  A rabia the  
d i f f u s i n g  musk; i t s  f i r  tirées as lo t u s  t r e e s  and t h e ir  shade as b e s to w ­
in g  h e a lth !  Then how much more m ust you be th a n k fu l and a p p r e c ia t iv e  o f  
th e  n a tu r a l b eau ty  su rrou n d in g  you  on th e  s lo p e  of Mount Carm el, e s p e c ­
i a l l y  on t h i s  o c c a s io n  th a t  you are  l i v i n g  in  th e  same sa c re d  b u ild in g  
c o n ta in in g  th e  rem ains o f  th e  H erald o f  th e  Kingdom! You must be v ery  
r e j o i c e d ,  v e ry  happy, v e ry  th a n k fu l,  v ery  jo y o u s! -  - -  -There were 
thou san ds o f  s o u ls  who v i s i t e d  Mecca a n n u a lly ; when th ey  re tu rn ed  t h e ir  
f r ie n d s  a n x io u s ly  en q u ired  from them: ’lh a .t  d id  you s e e ? '  They answered  
’Oh! We d id  n o t s e e  much o f  a n y th in g . We saw v a s t  s t r e a t c h e s  o f  d e s e r t  
and sandy h i l l s  and c a c t u s ,  but no w a te r . We saw barren  m ountains and 
o c c a s io n a l  palm  g r o v e s . We saw th e  w ild  Arab le a d in g  h i s  p r im it iv e  
l i f e  under h i s  b la c k  t e n t .  We saw lo n g  t r a in s  o f  cam els and g o a ts  .We 
saw the K aaba,' the House o f  God; l t ; i s  a  la r g e ,  sq u are b u ild in g  and we 
v i s i t e d  th e  Tomb o f  th e  H oly  P rop h et; the most con sp icu ou s p a r t  o f  i t  i s  
a h ig h  dom e.' But i f  you p u t th e  same q u e s t io n  to  another group o f  
p i lg r im s ,  th ey  would have answ ered: 'Oh! We e n ter ed  th e  m ost d e l e c t a ­
b le  P a r a d ise ;  th e  B esto w a ls  o f  God have illu m in e d  a l l  i t s  h o r iz o n a ; the  
L ig h ts  o f  T ruth have e n c ir c le d  a l l  i t s  p a r t s ;  we w e re  v i v i f i e d  w ith  th e  
B rea th s o f  th e  H oly S p i r i t  and in h a le d  th e  F ra g r a n c e -o f th e  H ose-gard en  
o f  R e a l i t y !  Whereas b e fo r e ,  we ware d ea d , we became a l i v e .  We were i n ­
e r t ,  we became a c t i v e .  We were a s le e p ;  we have become awakened; we were 
n e g l ig e n t ,  we became aw are!' How, what a v a s t  d i f f e r e n c e  e x i s t s  between  
th e s e  two groups! I t  i s  fo r  t h i s  v e ry  reason  th a t  a b i l i t y  and c a p a c ity  
are  the r e v o lv in g  a x is  o f  our p r o g r e s s .  W ithout th e  r e a l i z a t io n  o f  
th e s e  two q u a l i t i e s ,  th e  F avors o f  God w i l l  have no e f f e c t .  A person  
s u f f e r in g  from a c o ld  cannot in h a le  the sw eet o d o r . A s w e e t - s in g in g  
v o ic e  i s  one o f  th e  p r e c io u s  g i f t s  o f  God, but the d e a f  man cannot hear  
th e  cad en ces and h arm on ies. Through th e  v e rn a l downpour o f  th e  show ers, 
th e  s h in in g  o f  th e  Sun o f  R e a l i t y  and th e  w a ft in g  o f  the b r e e z e , l u x u ­
r ia n t  v e g e ta t io n  w i l l  grow o u t o f  th e  pure s o i l ;  but i f  the lan d  i s  
b r a c k ish  the e f f o r t s  o f  a l l  th ese  h e a v e n ly  b e n e f ic e n t  powers w i l l  not  
a v a i l .  -  -  -"Then he spoke about M oses, C h r is t  and Mohammed, and how 
th e ir  most humble d i s o i p l e s —endowed w ith  th e  super-hum an f a c u l t i e s ,
s e a le d  th e ir  a ccep ta n ce  o f  th e  Cause w ith  th e  b lood  o f  t h e ir  F a it h .  
A b il i t y  and c a p a b i l i t y  are th e  two c o r n e r -s to n e s  o f  the Baftai e d i f i c e

Ahmad S oh rab .



B ahai N e st  .Mount Carmel .H aifa  S y r ia  
J u ly  1 2 , 1914

Bear Fr len d s
The B eloved  e n te r ta in e d  tw e lv e  g u e s ts  for  d in n e r , and thus th ere  

was l i t t l e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  seeh im . In  th e  m orning, I had the p le a su r e  
o f  s e e in g  Him fo r  a few  m inutes ; He d ic t a t e d  a few cablegram s fo r  v a r ­
io u s  p a t t s  o f  th e  w or ld , and then  I r e t i r e d  to  my room . S e v e r a l Turks 
and Arabs c a l le d  on him , and each  p erson  came out w ith  beaming fa c e  and 
co n ten ted  h e a r t .

In  th e  a fte r n o o n  ,th e  M aster r e c e iv e d  the vinle body o f  th e  s tu d e n ts  
and gave them a ta lk  oh th e  Camp S ch o o l he v i s i t e d  w h ile  he was in  Dub - 
l in ,N  . H. "When I wa.s in  D u b lin ,"  he s a i d ,  "the p r o fe s s o r  o f  the o u t ­
door sc h o o l in v i t e d  me to  v i s i t  th e  p u p i l s .  The sc h o o l i s  in  the Mount­
a in s  o f  New Hampshire b u i l t  amongst th e  woods. A l l  around th e r e  are  
green  v a l l e y s ,  verddnt p la in s  and b lu e  la k e s .  They have a la r g e  cab in  
and p itc h e d  s e v e r a l  t e n t s  .T h eir  supreme . o b je c t  i s  to  promote th e  a r t  o f  
B eauty  and g r a c e fu ln e s s ? and th e  s c ie n c e  o f  s t r e n g th . 3?or t h is  reason  
th e y  p r a c t ic e  c a l i s t h e n ic s  and a t h l e t i c s  and e x e r c is e  b o d ily  t r a in in g .  
They are  t h in ly  c la d ,  and o f te n  s le e p  in  th e  open a i r .  They go b a th in g  
and d u r in g  c e r ta in  hours th ey  s tu d y .  F resh  a i r ,  outdoor e x e r c i s e ,  w h o le ­
some fo o d , c le a n  s p o r t s ,  u p l i f t i n g  id e a ls  and r e g u la r  t r a in in g  o f  body, 
mind and s p i r i t  b u i ld  up t h e ir  c o n s t i t u t io n  and g iv e  them s tr o n g  m uscles  
s t e r l i n g  c h a r a c te r s  and r o b u st manhood. They have a sc h o o l room and 
d in in g -ro o m , and e x c e p t the hours o f  stu d y  and m e a ls , th ey  spend th e ir  
tim e e n t i r e ly  o u t in  the open a i r ,  le a r n in g  many e x c e l la n t  le s s o n s  from  
the book o f  n a tu r e . I saw th e r e  a v e ry  young lad  who 1 was to ld  by the  
te a c h e r  was very  th in  ard em acia ted  when he was brought to  th e  camp, but 
d u rin g  h i s  four weeks s ta y  he was c o m p le te ly  changed, hav in g  gained  
f l e s h ,  h e a l t h  and c o lo r ,  so  th a t  he cou ld  take p a r t  in  the v ig o ro u s e x ­
e r c i s e s  . The P r o fe s s o r  o f  t h i s  T w en tie th  C entury S ch oo l was one o f  th e  
Most r e f in e d  and c u ltu r e d  men th a t  i t  was my p le a su r e  to  meet in  Am­
e r i c a ,  and ho showed me much lo y £ ,  h o s p i t a l i t y  and a f f e c t io p .  The boys 
were most p o l i t e  and d e c o r o u s , and a lth o u g h  some o f  them w ere v ery  young 
y e t  th ey  l i s t e n e d  m ost a t t e n t iv e l y  and s ta y e d  through th e  t a lk ,  I was 
v e r y  p le a se d  w ith  a l l  o f  them . R e so u r c e fu ln e s s  and s e l f - c o n t r o l  are  
th e  two le s s o n s  tau gh t to  th e s e  boys through words and d e e d s - - s o  th a t  
i f  th e  cou rse  o f  t h e ir  l i v e s  through  an a c c id e n t  o f  check ered  fo r tu n e  
th ey  are thrown on an u n in h a b ita te d  is la n d  in  th e  m id st o f  th e  s e a ,t h e y  
may m aster th e  s i t u a t io n  c a lm ly , c o n tr o l th em se lv es and p ro v id e  through  
t h e ir  own in g e n u ity  and in v e n t iv e n e s s  the e s s e n t i a l  means o f  l iv e l ih o o d .  
A fte r  a l l  t h i s  i s  t h e - g r e a t e s t  le s s o n  th a t  any h ig h ly -e v o lv e d  c i v i l i z a ­
t io n  can te a c h  u s .  They are so  ta u g h t th a t  when th e  proper tim e a r r iv e s  
th e y  may n o t shun th e  dangers and r is k s  o f  l i f e ;  th a t  l i k e  unto th e  
b ir d s  o f  th e  f i e l d s  and the anim als o f th e .w o o d s , th ey  may be a b le  to  
p rocu re  th e ir  su ste n a n c e  and p r o te c t  th em se lv es from th e  encroachm ent 
o f  th e  enemy. -  -M rs. Agnes S . P arsons in tro d u ced  us to the P r in c ip a l  o f  
th e  S c h o o l, and i f  was one f in e  a ftern o o n  th a t we were m otored from Dub­
l i n  in  an a u to m ib ile  in  her company to  th e  s a id  s c h o o l ,  many m ile s  away, 
and retu rn ed  in  th e .e v e n in g . -  - .-A r e  th e  F a c u lty  o f  th e  C o lle g e  in  B e i ­
r u t  p le a s e d  w ith  you?;.-..Praise-be to  God th a t  a l l  th e  p e o p le  t e s t i f y  to  
your p r o b ity  and v i r t u e s . You have becom e;the means o f  th e  honor and 
g lo r y  o f th e  C ause.' True h a p p in ess  i s  found in  the p u r ity  o f th o u g h t. 
Whenever I look  in to  your r a d ia n t  f a c e s ,  I am made m ost happy, because  
your th o u g h ts are p u r e . You ,must l i v e  in  such  a manner th a t  whenever I 
th ink , o f  you I may be made jo y o u s; whenever I behold  your s h in in g  counte  
nances I may become happy; whenever I hear your good news my h e a r t  may 
be f i l l e d  w ith  d e l i g h t .  P r a is e  be to God you are a lr e a d y  s o .  - » - - 
Man must so  l i v e  th a t  he may become b e lo v ed  in  the e s t im a t io n  o f the
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ghteous ones and b é lo v e d a n d p r a is e d  "by th e  peop le;. H aving reached  
h is  s t a t i o n , ,  th e  F e a s t  o f  E te r n a l H appiness i s  sp read  b e fo r e  him . H is 
e a r t i s  se re n e  a n d .co m p o sed ,'b eca u se  he f in d s  h im se lf  a c ce p ted  a t th e  

T hreshold  o f  H is H ighness th e  One. H is s o u l  i s  in  th e  utm ost f e l i c i t y  
and b l i s s ,  even  i f  h e  i s  surrounded by m ountains o f t e s t s  and d i f f i c u l ­
t i e s .  He w i l l  be l i k e  unto a s e a ,  on the su r fa c e  o f w hich one may se e  
huge w h ite  waves but i t s  d ep th  i s  calm , u n r u ff le d  and u n d is tu r b e d . I f  
he t r u s t s  h is  h a p p in ess  to, w o r ld ly  o b je c t s  and f lu c t u a t in g  c o n d it io n s ,  
he i s  doomed to  d isa p p o in tm en t.,. Should  he g a in  a fo r tu n e  and anchor h i s  
h a p p in ess  to  i t ,  he may h y p n o tiz e  h im s e lf  in to  a s t a t e  o f s o - c a l le d  jo y  
f o r  a few  d a y s , and th en  th a t  v e r y  fo r tu n e  w i l l  become a m i l l - s t o n e  
around h is  n eck , th e  cau se  o f  h i s  w orry and m e la n ch o ly . But i f  he l i v e  
in  accord  w ith  th e  g o o d -p le a su r e  o f  th e  L ord , he w i l l  be favored  a t  the  
c o u r t  o f  th e  A lm ighty; he w i l l  be drawn n ig h  unto th e  Throne o f M ajesty ;  
he w i l l  be r e s p e c te d  by a l l  mankind and lo v e d  and honored by th e  b e ­
l i e v e r s .  T h is fo r tu n e  b estow s e te r n a l  h a p p in ess!  The t r e e  o f  t h i s  f o r ­
tune i s  e v er  g r e e n . The autumnal wind does n o t s e r e  i t s  le a v e s  nor th e  
f r o s t  o f  w in te r  rob i t  o f  i t s  p e r e n n ia l  f r e s h n e s s .  T h is i s  a  h a p p in ess  
w h ich  i s  n o t fo l lo w e d  by any m isery  and i s  alw ays th e  so u rce  o f  g r a te ­
f u ln e s s  and b le s s e d n e s s ,  The m ost g r e a t ,  p e e r le s s  G if t  o f  God to  the  
w orld  o f  hum anity i s  h a p p in ess  born o f  L o v e—the tw in  s i s t e r s  o f the  
superm an—one th e  complement o f  th e  o th e r . E v e ry th in g  th a t  c o n tr ib u te s  
to  th e  su m -to ta l o f  t h i s  human h a p p in ess  i s  a G if t  on th e  p a r t o f  God, 
and th e  th in g  th a t  d oes n o t add to  th e  a g g r eg a te  o f  t h i s  I d e a l  P e l i c i t y  
must be l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  or a l l  a t  once e l im in a te d . T h erefore  i t  becomes 
s e l f - e v i d e n t  th a t  t h e P i r s t  B estow a l to  th e  w orld o f  hum anity i s  h a p p i­
n e s s ,  th a t k in d  o f  H appiness w h ich  i s  u n a lte r a b le  and I d e a l .  I f  by h a p ­
p in e s s  p h y s ic a l  enjoym ent o f  m a te r ia l  th in g s  i s  m eant, then th e  f e r o c io u s  
•wolf i s  made happy b ecau se  he k i l l s  th e  in n o ce n t lamb and s a t i s f i e d  h i s  
hunger fo r  a few  h ou rs! T h is i s  n o t h a p p in e s s . H appiness i s  a p s y ­
c h o lo g ic a l  c o n d it io n  c r e a te d  in  b r a in , mind and h e a r t — th e  e f f e c t  o f  
w hich  works out from th e  c e n tr e  to  th e  c ir c u m fe r e n c e . Por e x a m p le ja fte r  
many days and n ig h ts  o f  r e f l e c t i o n ,  th e  p h ilo so p h e r  u n ra v e ls  a seem in g ly  
u n so lv a b le  prob lem . As a r e s u l t ,  a wave o f  supreme h a p p in ess su rg es  
through h is  b e in g . The P h i la n th r o p is t  comes to  the a s s is t a n c e  o f  th o u ­
sands o f h a l f  starved, h a l f  c lo th e d ,  a f f l i c t e d  p e o p le  o f  a  n a t io n ;  in  h is  
deed he g e ts  much co n ten tm en t. An e n g in e er  spans a la r g e  r iv e r  w ith  a  
su sp e n s io n  or c a n t i le v e r  b r id g e , or an a r c h i t e c t  makes th e  d e s ig n  o f  a 
d iv in e  e d i f i c e ;  h e  f in d s  tr u e  enjoym ent in  h i s  w ork . -  -  - I t  i s  r e la t e d  
th a t  B aseer  Tousy was w e l l - v e r s e d  in  th e  s c ie n c e  o f  astronom y. Many a 
n ig h t  he w alked  on th e  r o o f  o f  h i s  h o u se , w atch in g  th e  s t a r s .  Whenever 
h e happened to  d is c o v e r  th e  tr u e  p o s i t i o n  o f  a p la n e t ,  or lo c a t e  the  
p la c e  o f  a  c o n s t e l l a t i o n 3 he  became so  en rap tu red  w ith  jo y  o f  a new id e a  
th a t  he would g e t  up and dance and s in g ;  sa y in g :  'Where are th e  K in gs!  
■'“h ere  are th e  Monarcha o f  th e  ea rth ?  What i s  th e  tru e  f e l i c i t y ?  Let 
them come and s e e  what r e a l  h a p p in ess  means! What i s  th e  id e a l  b l i s s ? *
Tt i s  fo r  t h i s  rea so n  th a t  B a h a 'o ’ l l a h  in  a l l  H is T a b le ts  has made in ­
cumbent upon a l l  t o  s tu d y  s c ie n c e s  and a r t s ,  en cou rag in g  everyone in  the  
acqu irem ent o f  le a r n in g  and á l i b e r a l  e d u c a t io n . Por th e  E te r n a l H appi­
n e ss  o f  mankind l i e s  in  t h i s .  P r a is e  be to  God th a t  fo r  th e  p r e se n t  
you are  a l l  w e ll:  arid happy. I met you and a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  you t h i s  
hour; you  are l i v i n g  on th e  s lo p e  o f  Mount C arm el, are near th e  Holy 
Tomb o f  th e  Bab, in h a lin g  the fra g r a n c e  o f i t s  r o se -g a r d e n , are lo o k in g  
a t  th e  unique panorama and are e n jo y in g  th e  g i f t s  o f  h eaven . This i s  
th e  u lt im a te  hope o f  th e  lo v e r s  o f T ruth , to  be in  the neighborhood of 
the Most Eminent M ercy!"

Ahmad Sohrab



B ahai B e e t ,  Mount C arm el, H a ifa ,S y r ia  
J u ly  I S ,  1914

Dear F riendB J-
In  a  week two o f  our dear 'brothers w i l l  le a v e  t  He h ead q u arters fo r  

a c t iv e  engagem ent in  th e  f r o n t .  They are M irza Mahmoud Z argani and M ir- 
za  A l i  Akbar R afsanjaay. The form er t r a v e l le d  in  th e  p a r ty  o f  th e  B eloved  
th rou gh ou t th e  U n ited  S ta te s *  Canada an d E u rop e; th e  l a t t e r  h as been in  
F ra n ce , S w itz e r la n d , E ngland and Germany. The form er w i l l  go tc  Bombay, 
In d ia ;  th e  l a t t e r  to  T eheran , P e r s i a . Today, w h ile  the M aster was w alk­
in g  in  th e  garden , h e  s e n t  for. M irza Mahmoud and commanded him to  be - 
rea d y  fo r  d ep artu re  in  a w eek . “Thou h a s t  been w ith  me now fo r  a lo n g  
t im e ,*  he s a id  in  c o n c lu s io n , "and h a s t  a s s o c ia t e d  w ith  me day and n ig h t  
Thou h a s t  heard e v e r y th in g , record ed  e v e r y th in g  and w itn e s s e d  e v e r y th in g  
The tim e f o r J th y  d ep arture and s e r v ic e  has come. L ike unto the d i s ­
c i p l e s  o f  C h rist', thou  must go f o r t h  and. sp read  the G ospel o f s a lv a t io n  
and summon th e  p e o p le  to  th e  Kingdom o f  Abha. L ike unto th e se  fr a g r a n t  
f l o w e r s , ' thou 'm u st perfume thé n o s t r i l s  o f  a l l  th ose  who are fa r  and 
n e a r . The T eachers o f th e  Cause are  th e  open r o s e s  o f th e  P a ra d ise  o f  
R e a l i t y . «

There was a m eetin g  in  th e  e v e n in g , and the M aster gave a sh o r t  
t a lk  c o n c er n in g  th e  b eau ty  and s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  th e  U tte r a n c e s  o f  B aha’ 
o ' 11 ah . W ith th e  ch a n tin g  o f  a  s u p p l ic a t io n ,  th e  m eetin g  v/as brought 
to  an en d , and then  a l l  the s tu d e n ts  g a th ered  in  th e  g^'den and sang  
th e  t r a n s la t io n  o f  many poems by M rs. Yiaite .

A few  e x tr a c t s  from th e  B e lo v e d ’ s r e c e n t  T a b le ts  w i l l  no doubt 
ch eer  many h e a r t s .

To Mrs . Mary T h a lle r ,  o f  W ien, A u s tr ia , he says.;
"0 thou daughter o f  the Kingdom! Thy l e t t e r  was r e c e iv e d .  Thou 

h a s t  w r it t e n  co n cern in g  the o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  the Bahai A ssem bly in  
V ienna. T h is became th e  c a u se 11 o f  g r ea t r e j o i c i n g - - t h a t  p r a is e  be to  
God th a t  c i t y  i s  i llu m in e d ;, th e  F la g  o f th e  Kingdom i s  u p ra ised ; the  
h e a v e n ly  Gardener has sown th e  seed s in  th a t  ground; the cloud© o f  the 
sky s e n t  down r a in  and th e  Sun o f R e a l i t y  i s  im p artin g  h e a t .  I hope 
th a t  th e s e  pure B e e d s -w il l  soon  germ inate and grow; many, many h a r v e s ts  
be ga th ered ; th a t thou  m ayst become a s k i l f u l  farm er in  th is  d iv in e  
f i e l d  and be the means o f  th e  r e a l i z a t io n  o f  much b le s s in g  and b e n e d ic ­
t io n  . " .

To a Bahai in  S t u t t g a r t ,  he w r ite s
"0 thou daughter o f  th e  Kingdom! I f  thou d e s i r e s t  d iv in e  C onfirm a­

t io n  and A s s is t a n c e ,  so th a t  ; th e  h e a v e n ly  C ohorts may grant th ee  v ic  t ­
o r y , rem ain thou firm  and s t e a d f a s t  in  th e  Cause o f  God and be thou  
c o n s ta n t  in  the Covenant and T e sta m en t--th u s  l i k e  unto a s o l i d  s tr u c tu r e  
thou  m ayst become e s t a b l i s h e d  and 'un shak ab le  throughout a l l  e t e r n i t y .  
Whenever a g r e a t  o b je c t  adheres to i t s  own c e n tr e , g r e a t  r e s u l t s  and 
s ig n s  w i l l  become a p p a ren t. -  -

To M iss Alma K nob loch , o f !L e ip z ig ,  he s a y s : -
“0 thou daughter o f  th e  Kingdom! Thy l e t t e r  was r e c e iv e d  . I t s  co n ­

t e n t s  in d ic a te d  th e  spread  o f  the L ig h t o f  G uidance; the. dawn o f  the  
Morn o f  th e  Kingdom; th e  a t t r a c t io n  o f  th e  h e a r ts  to  th e  h e a e n ly  Coun­
ten an ce  and th e  a c c e p ta n c e . and b e l i e f  o f  a number o f  s o u ls  to  the M ani­
f e s t a t i o n  of-the:;!deal:.^Prom ised One o f  the. Kingdom o f  God. T his news 
conveyed  i n f i n i t e  h a p p in e s s —th a t  p r a is e  bě to  God the Sun o f  R e a liv y  
h a s  c a s t  sp len d o r  upon th a t  cou n try  and in  th e  fu tu r e  i t  w i l l  be p e r ­
m eated w ith  th e  g lo r io u s  L ig h t  o f  God

To a dear f r ie n d  in  Mount P le a s a n t ,  M ichigan he w r i t e s :  -
"0 thou - ..re sp ec ted ’p e r so n a g e ! Thy l e t t e r  was r e c e iv e d .  I t s  con*-' 

te n ts  ev id en ced  the s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  lo v e  and tu rn in g  th e  fa c e  toward the
liingdom o f  Abha . l e t ,  th e  Bahaie keep ï r id a y  «À the Sabbath . 2 nd .The

e
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Cause o f  B ah a 'o ’ l l a h  i s  in  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  a l l  th e  p r o p h e c ie s  in  a l l  th e  
Books o f  the Books o f  th e  r e l ig io n s  o f  th e  World . 3rd . The d e t a i l s  fo r  
th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  th e  House o f  J u s t ic e  are amply p ro v id ed  fo r  and the  
p la c e  fo r  i t s  h o ld in g  w i l l  he d e c id ed  upon by th e  members th em se lves -  
0 thou n o b le  s o u l !  Thanjc th ou  God th a t  thou  w ert awakened by the Melody 
o f  the Kingdom o f  Abha, d is c o v e r e d  th e  r e a l i t y ,  w ert r e le a s e d  from dark-  
n e ss  and a t ta in e d  to  th e  w orld  o f  l i g h t s  and adorned th y  h e a d  w ith  th e  
Crown o f  E v e r la s t in g  G lo ry . A p p rec ia te  thou the v a lu e  o f  t h i s ,  and r e  - 
main firm  and s t e a d f a s t  . D uring th e  l i f e t i m e  o f  H is H o lin e ss  C h r is t - -  
may my l i f e  be a s a c r i f i c e  to  H im !— the m ost w ell-k now n h ig h  p r i e s t s  o f  
th e  Jews stop p ed  s h o r t  o f  f a i t h ;  but a f t e r  a l i t t l e  w h ile  a l l  th e ir  
tr a c e s  d isa p p ea red  and th ey  became n o n r e x ie t e n t .  n e v e r t h e le s s ,  Y/hen th e  
unim portant fish erm en  were awakened and became m in d fu l, l i k e  unto the  
s t a r s  th e y  shone f o r th  from th e  h o r izo n  o f  th e  E v e r la s t in g  G lo r y .S h o u ld s t  
th ou  become engaged in  th e  Guidance o f  th e  p e o p le ,  thou w i l t  a ls o  become 
one l i k e  unto them . These B esto w a ls  I d e s ir e  fo r  t h e e .  -  -  -  
To an oth er  f r i e n d , in  C le v e la n d , O h io , he s a y s : -

M0 thou who a r t  firm  in  th e  C ovenant! Thy l e t t e r  was r e c e iv e d ,a n d  
th y  s e r v ic e s  in  th e  M eetin g  became e v id e n t .  Today w hosoever becomes con­
firm ed in  th e  s e r v ic e  o f  the Cause o f  God, he i s  l i k e  unto a man who 
p la n ts  a t r e e .  T h is t r e e  w i l l  e r e  lo n g  grow andK-d e v e lo p , b estow in g  i t s  
shade a l l  around and p rod u cin g  most lu x u r ia n t  f r u i t s .  Thank ye Gžd th a t  
y e  are a s s i s t e d  in  s e r v in g  th e  C ause, and show ye  an e f f o r t  th a t  day by 
day you may in c r e a s e  your s e r v i c e s . -  -  -  -"
To a T ru th -seek er  in  Hew Y ork, he w r ite s

”0 thou daughter o f  th e  Kingdom! When the Sun o f R e a l i t y  shone fo r th  
from  th e H orizon  o f  P e r s ia ,  ev ery  s o u l  who b e lon ged  to  th e  w orld o f  n a ­
t u r e ,  i . e . ,  th e  e lem en t o f  h i s  c o n s t i t u t io n  was o f  th e  e a r th  e a r th y ,h e  
became t o t a l l y  v e i l e d  and d ep r iv ed ; and e v e r y  p erson  who was r e la t e d  to  
th e  D iv in e  Vfarld, i . e . ,  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  body was b ù i l t  w ith  th e  e lem en t 
o f  th e  Kingdom, he r e c e iv e d  a p o r t io n  and a s h a r e , advanced toward the  
c e n tr e  and b eh e ld  th e  L ig h t s .  The b lin d  i s  d ep r iv ed  o f  s e e in g  the ray  
o f  the su n , and th e  d e a f  d oes n o t hear th e  melody o f  the Supreme Con­
c o u r s e .  P r a is e  be to  God th a t  thou d id s t  have s i g h t ,  add b eh e ld  th e  L ig h t  
and w ert endowed w ith  h e a r in g  and l i s t e n e d  to  th e  C a ll  o f  th e  Kingdom. 
T h e r e fo r e , t h i s  bounty  d e se r v e s  th a n k s g iv in g . Thou must dem onstrate  an 
e f f o r t ,  so th a t  day by day thou  m ayst become more i l lu m in e d , more q u ic k ­
en ed , more a t t r a c t e d  and more c h e e r f u l .  -  -  -  -"

C oncerning s p i r i t u a l  com m unication , he w r ite s  to  a  se e k e r  o f  the  
Kingdom o f  God in  W ashington : -

"Although up to t h i s  tim e I have n o t w r it t e n  th e e ,  y e t  s p i r i t u a l  
communion u n ite d  th e  h e a r ts  and id e a l  corresp on d en ce was u n in te rr u p te d  . 
Hearken w ith  th e  .ear o f  th e  h e a r t  to  th e  h idden  s e c r e t s  and h e a v e n ly  
M y ste r ie s  in  th e  w orld  o f  so u l*  and s p i r i t ,  and l i s t e n  to the D iv in e  Glad- 
t i d i n g s .  Bor H is H o lin e s s  Baha’ o*H a h  has so  u n ite d  th e  h e a r ts  th a t  the y 
corresp on d  to g e th e r  w ith o u t th e  means o f  pen and p a p e r , e x p la in in g  the 
m y ste r ie s  o f  th e  Kingdom. They r e l a t e  t h e ir  m y stic  c o n n e c tio n  from ear 
to  h e a r t ,  and t h e i r  s p i r i t s  s in g  and c a r o l  to  each  o th er  in  th e  one u n i­
v e r s a l  harmony. I w i l l  pray  on th y  b e h a l f ,  th a t  th y  t r u t h - s e e in g  eye.;, 
may become, opened and b eh old  th e  M y ste r ie s  o f  th e  Kingdom o f  God, w h ich
has illu m in e d  th e  E a s t  and th e  W est, and l i s t e n  to  the M elody o f  th e  Su­
preme C on cou rse, w h ich  has s t i r r e d ,  in t o  jo y o u sn e ss  th e  h e a r te  and the  
. s p i r i t s , ' ' - " -  -

Ahmad Sohrab ;



B ahai H e a t , Mount Garmel ,H a if a ,  S y r ia .
: J u ly  1 4 ,'1 9 1 4

Dear P r ie n d s :*
By t h i s  tim e you: are  supposed  to  know som eth ing  about M iss Mary 

B lo m f ie ld 's  appearance b e fo r e  t h e  K ing o f  England and h er  p a s s io n a te  a p ­
p e a l fo r  th e  cau se  o f  woman*8 e n fra n ch ise m e n t. In  a lo n g , in t e r e s t in g  
l e t t e r  w r it t e n  by h er  to  a f r ie n d  now r e s id e n t  in  H a ifa , sh e  d e s c r ib e s  
in  a co g en t manner th e  r ea so n s  th a t  le d  her  to  the d e c is io n  o f  su ch  a 
h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t .  The l e t t e r  e x p la in s  th e  p sy ch o lo g y  back o f  t h i s  a c t ,  
and may i n t e r e s t  th o se  who have h e ld  th e  Cause o f  Woman a t  h e a r t .  You 
may n o t  agree w ith  a l l  t h a t  sh e  s a y s ,  b u t you can n ot deny her im p a ss­
ioned- e a rn estn ess -  and-'^hèr' a lm ost- so lem n , ' f e r v e n t  , s e r io u s  s i n c e r i t y .  The 
l e t t e r  i s  d a ted  June’ 2 6 th , and i s  from one o f  th e  many cou n try  p la c e s  in  
S w itzer la n d .' She w r it e s  : -

“I have been  m eaning to  w r ite  t o  you fo r  a  lo n g  t im e , b i$  l a t e l y  my 
l i f e  h as been so  crowded w ith  e v e n ts  and th e ir  con seq u en ces th a t  I have  
s c a r c e ly  had apy tim e to  c a l l  my own. 1  e x p e c t  by now you have feeard 
v a r io u s  a cco u n ts  o f  my a p p ea l t o  th e  K ing a t  h i s  Court on June 4 th  — 
som eth in g  o f  th e  tr u th  perhaps and a g r e a t  d e a l o f  in c o r r e c t  in fo rm a tio n  
th a t  i s  to  s a y ,  i f  you read  th e  E n g lis h  p a p e r s , w h ich  are as a r u le  a  
f r u i t f u l  so u rce  o f  m isgu id ed  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  S o , may I worry you w ith  a 
tru e  accou n t o f  what 'happened?- - -P or a lo n g  tim e I have been h e a r t  
and s o u l  in" th e  movement o f  th e  em an cip a tion  o f  women, w hich in  England  
ta k e s  th e  form o f  th e  S u ffr a g e  M ovement. In  f a c t ,  I th in k  1 must have  
been been born a S u f f r a g i s t ,  b ecau se  th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  mind th a t  b e lo n g s f  
to  t h i s  g r e a t  w orld  aw akening i s  so  much p a r t  o f  my v e r y  s e l f  th a t  I can 
n o t c o n c e iv e  a tim e  when 1  sh o u ld  n o t have f e l t  th e  same s p i r i t  th a t  
an im ates me how. I  th in k  i t  i s  th e  same w ith  a l l  o f  us who are  w orking  
f o r  j u s t i c e  and l i b e r t y  n o w J - We w ere born fo r  t h i s  w ork. -  -  -T h is seems 
a lm o st u n n e c e ssa r y , w r i t in g  a l l  . th is  to  y o u , b ecau se  I know you f e e l  j u s t  
th e  same a s 1 do . But I sh o u ld  s o  l i k e  you to  know how v e r y  d e e p ly  I 
have been  th in k in g  on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  and how e a r n e s t ly  I lon ged  to  do 
som eth ing  f o r  th e  cau se  I lo v e d  so  much. I prayed w ith  a l l  my h e a r t  fo r  
an op p ortu n ity ; to  p rove  th e  f a i t h  th a t  was in  me; n o t f o r  a chance to  
d e s tr o y  p r o p e r ty — th a t  chance was a lw ays a t  hand, hut fo r  a chance to  
make a s a c r i f i c e  fo r  th e  c a u s e ,  and in  d o in g  so  h u rt no one hut m y s e lf - 
a chance .to  s t r ik e  a  blow  fo r  freedom  in  th e  r ig h t  s p i r i t —a m etap h or i­
c a l  b lo w " th a t would have some e f f e c t .  I  would l i k e  to  sa y  h ere  th a t  I 
n e ith e r  jud ge nor condemn th e  a c t io n s  o f  ‘V io len ce*  com m itted in  th e  
name o f  l i b e r t y  by my f e a r l e s s  s i s t e r s  in  th e  c a u s e . One can o n ly  mar-- 
v e l  a t  su ch  u t t e r  s e l f i - s a c r i f i c e  , and r e c o g n iz e  th e  f a c t :  th a t  a lth o u g h  
th e  w orld -w id e  movement fo r  th e  E m ancipation  o f  women i s  p a r t  o f  the  
g r e a t  s p i r i t u a l  S p r in g - t id e ,  th e  s t r u g g le  fo r  o iv io  r e c o g n it io n  in  each  
co u n try  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  women th e m se lv e s  i s  a very  human s tr u g g le  far 
a c o n c r e te  and human r i g h t - - t h e  f r a n c h is e .  I t  i s  a moral and r e l ig i o u s  
movement, b u t i t  i s  a ls o  á p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  c o n te s t  fo r  p o l i t i c a l  
and s o c i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n . f i n  th e  g r e a t  army o f  women ordained  by P r o v i ­
dence to  work o u t t h e ir  own s a l v a t i o n ,  th e r e  are  many reg im en ts--m an y  
w in gs — ( in  th e  m i l i t a r y  s e n s e  o f  th e  term ) each  w ith  th e ir  s p e c ia l  
w ork. T h is  g r e a t  b a t t l e  h as to  b e  fo u g h t on th r e e  p la n e s ,  the p lan e  
o f  m a tte r ,• th e  p la n e  o f  mind:?azid th e  p la n e  o f  s p i r i t .  Some women are  
f i t t e d  to  f i g h t  on one p l a n e , some on anoitíner, but a l l  are n e c e ssa r y  in  
th e  v a s t  d e s ig n —th e  g r e a t  cam paign . In  th e  U n ited  s t a t e s  Ahdul Baha 
s a id  th a t  U n iv e r sa l P eace  co u ld  n ev er  come t i l l  women haa gained  th e ir  
freedom  ana w ere g iv e n  t h e i r  tr u e  p la c e  i n  tn e  w orld o i  hum anity , so  on 
tn e  h ig h e s t  a u th o r ity  we have i t  th a t  th e r e  can oe no p ea ce  w ith o u t j u s ­
t i c e ,  no u n ity  w ith o u t e q u a l i t y .  The women who are now f ig h t in g  fo r  
freedom  are a ls o  o e i ie v e r s  in  U n iv e r sa l P eace; Dy h a s te n in g  j u s t i c e  they
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/
/ r e  fu r t i ie r in g  th e  Cause o f  P e a c e , and th ey  .w i l l  n o t r e s t  t i l l  j u s t i c e ,  

' e q u a l i ty  and p ea ce  are e s t a b l i s h e d .  I t  i s  th e se  women who, however 
m istak en  in  t h e ir  m ethods th e  w orld  may th in k  them , are s a c r i f i c i n g  
l i f e  and h a p p in ess  in  th e  cau se  o f  th e  u p l i f t i n g  o f  women, and i t  i s  
th e s e  women who are b e in g  to r tu r e d  in  p r is o n . The Government f in d s  i t  
e a s ie r  to  i n f l i c t  to r tu r e  than to  do j u s t i c e  .

'"Perhaps Lit would : a c t u a l ly  uphold d e s t r u c ­
t io n  o f  p r o p e r ty , .but i t  i s  o n ly  j u s t  to  sa y  t h i s ,  th a t  i f  war i s  ever  
j u s t i f  i e d ,  th en , th is , war i s  j u s t i f i e d ;  b ecau se  i t  i s  a  d i r e c t  c o n te s t  
betw een  good and e v i l ,  betw een  f a l s e  v a lu e s  and tru e  v a lu e s , betw een  
human l i f e  and th e  w o r s h ip .o f  p r o p e r ty  above l i f e , betw een m o r a lity  
and im m o ra lity , „j r be tweèn.;p u r ify ,a n d  im p u r ity . Abdul Baha has sa id  th a t  
on the p h y s ic a l  p la n e  d e fe n se  in  c a se  o f in v a s io n  i s  j u s t i f i e d  ; then i f  
th a t  i s  s o ,  M ilita n o y  as th e  .women's d e fen ce  a g a in s t  th e  in v a s io n  o f  
t h e i r  r i g h t s , ,  th e  s a c r i l e g e  o f  t h e ir  p e r s o n s , th e  d e s tr u c t io n  o f  th e ir  
c h i ld r e n , i s  a  thousand;:.jtimçs ,j u s t i f i e d  and in  a l l  hum anity one cannot 
tu rn  a g a in s t  or  condemn Women who t d ie v e  t h i s  and a c t  upon i t ,  though i t  
c o s t s  them th e ir :  l i v e 8>j. and. more t h i s  s t r u g g le  i s  becom ing a war
betw een  r ig h t  and wrong; i t  can n ever  be c a l le d  a se x -w a r , a war b e ­
tween, men and women— in  England a t  any r a t e ,  b ecau se  good men are coming 
forw ard s p le n d id ly  n o w ,.th o u g h  c e r t a in ly  th e y  d id  n o t  in  the b e g in n in g ,  
Bow, they, are r e a l i z i n g  what, t h i s  g r e a t  movement m eans, and every  tru e and 
clecent rtian i s  ta k in g , his...,stand by th e  women. I seem to  be d ig r e s s in g  
t e r r i b l y ,  b u t i t  a l l  b ears upon what I d id  a t  th e  C ou rt. I need not 

. t e l l  you about th e  D ep u ta tio n  to  th e  K in g , and the r e c e p t io n  i t  had.You  
"must have read  abou t i t  in  th e  p a p e r s , and i t  must have made your h e a r t  
a c h e . In  Jan u ary , ,whqn i t  wàé 'given, ou t th a t  th e r e  would be a D ep u tation  
to  th e  K in g , a l l  th e  S u f f r a g i s t s  gu essed  how i t  would be r e c e iv e d ,  and 
our. f e a r s  were, j u s t i f i e d .  When Mother d ec id ed  to  go to  th e  Court and 
p r e s e n t  a f r i e n d ,  ta k in g  E l l in o r  and me w ith  h e r , I made up my mind to  
s p e a k .to  :the King* when , l / ;fqund m y se lf  fa c e  to  fa c e  w ith  h im . I d id  n ot 
t q l l  anyone my i n t e n t io n ,  b u t I prayed and I prayed w ith  a l l  my h e a r t  
and s o u i  to be guided . I wondered a t  f i r s t  i f  t h i s  was th e  o p p o r tu n ity  I 
had. been p ra y in g  f o r ,  fo r  y e a r s --a n d  then  I became c e r ta in  th a t  i t  w a s .
A P e r s ia n  f r ie n d  once to ld  me th a t  when he was in  tr o u b le  o f  mind or 
doubt he alw ays h e ld  some sab red  w r it in g s  in  h is  hands and prayed fo r  
gu id an ce , then op en in g  th e  book, w ith o u t lo o k in g , he used to  p o in t  a t a 
c e r ta in  p a s s a g e . He to ld  me. .that he never f a i l e d  to  f in d  com fort and 
h e lp  in  t h i s  w ay, so  I d ec id ed  to  ask fo r  gu idance in  th e  same manner . 
S e v e r a l th in g s  tro u b le d  m e. I was con v in ced  o f  th e  j u s t i c e  o f  what I 
in ten d ed  to  d o ,  and I know i t  to  be r i g h t ,  and I th ou gh t i t  would be 
good fo r  th e  c a u s e - -b u t  t h i s  i s  what tro u b le d  me: I t  was th e  f i r s t  tim e
in  my l i f e  th a t  I had k e p t any in t e n t io n  o f  mine from  M other, and a ls o  
I was a fr a id  o f  what m ight happen to  h e r .  I knew sh e  would defend  me 
i f  th ey  (c o u r t  o f f i c i a l s )  handled  me r o u g h ly , and I d id  n ot want her to  
be h u rt in  any w ay. I took  a B ib le  and! opened i t ,  and found my f in g e r  
p o in t in g  to  t h i s  v e r se : . (Actfi XXV,12) 'H ast thou app ealed  unto C aesar?  
Unto Caesar,, s h a l t  .tbpu go • ’ Another n ig h t  I. opened th e  B ib le  a g a in , and 
rea d : (Luke 2,4©) Y 'W ist ye  h o t  th a t  I must be about my F a th e r 's  b u s i ­
n e s s ? '  Then on an oth er  o c c a s io n  I took  Hidden ¥ord s in  my hands and 
asked  Baha'C ;'H ah fo r  g u id a n c e , opened th e  Book and found my f in g e r  on 
t h i s  v e r s e ,  you know so  w e l l ;  ' J u s t i c e  i s  loved  above a l l .  N e g le c t  i t  
n o t i f  thou  d e s i r e s t  me. By i t  thou w i l t  be s tr en g th e n e d  to  p e r c e iv e  
th in g s  w ith  th in e  own eyes and n o t by th e  eyes o f men, to  know them by 
th in e  own know ledge and n o t by th e  know ledge o f  any in  th e  w o r ld . t ie d i-  
t a t e  on t h i s , hbw thou  oU glitest to  b e .  J u s t ic e  i s  o f  my Bounty to  th ee  
and o f  iriy P ro v id en ce  over t l ie e ;  > th e r e fo r e  keep i t  ev er  b e fo re  thy s i g h t .  
On many o c c a s io n s  I r e c e iv e d  g r e a t  h e lp  in  t h i s  way, and never once came
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;/a  p a ssa g e  b id d in g  me g iv e  up my! in t e n t io n .  Up to  a lm ost the l a s t  day 1 
Viras w orried  about my Mother g e t t in g  feurt and my p ra y ers were answered  

/ /  in  a m iracu lou s way and in . a  way th a t I d id  n ot understand a t  f i r s t .
/ I had to ld  a f r ie n d  of my in t e n t io n  some l i t t l e  tim e b e fo r e ,  because  7 I wanted to  be su re  from a w o r ld ly  s ta n d p o in t  o f  v iew  i f  i t  would be  

good fo r  the Cause or h arm fu l. , A n o te  from t h is  f r ie n d  came in to  my 
/  b ro th er  -  in - l$ w  ’ s h a n d s . and. my who 1 e s e c r e t  was o u t .  You can im agine  

7 how f r i g h t f u l l y  d is a p p o in te d  I w as, and how t e r r i b ly  m is e r a b le . I f e l t
7  f o r  one dark moment th a t 'P r o v id e n c e  had been p la y in g  w ith  me. I was in
7  d e s p a ir .  Of co u rse  Mother d e c id ed  n o t to  ta k e  me to  th e  C ou rt, and

E l l i n o r , who a ls o  f e l t  v e r y  s o r e  about: th e  trea tm en t th e  D ep u ta tio n  had
r e c e i v e d , s a id  sh e  w ould s t a y  a t  home w ith  me. Then th e  day b e fo r e  the
Court i t  occu rred  to  me th a t  E l l in o r  and I m ight go a lo n e ,  s e p a r a te ly  
from  M other. In  t h i s  way my prayer  w ould be answ ered; becau se  I knew 
i f  we w ent l a t e r  than  M other, sh e would have p a ssed  b e fo r e  th e  K ing a l ­
read y and we sh o u ld  p a ss  b e fo r e  him l a t e r  in  th e  e v e n in g , when die had 
l e f t  the th ro n e-ro o m . I f  I  w ere h u r t , mother would n o t be th e r e  to  se e  
i t .  I f e l t  a  g r e a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  in  ta k in g  E l l i n o r ,  'But I knew I 
sh ou ld  n o t  be l e t  in  a lo n e ;  i t  w ould lo o k  s u s p ic io u s ,  and sh e agreed  
w ith  what I was g o in g  to  d o --th o u g h t i t  r i g h t .  So soon  a f t e r  Mother 
and her  fr ien d s had s ta r t e d  fo r  Buckingham P a la c e ,  E l l in o r  and I d r e sse d  
and fo l lo w e d 7 - --We, p a sse d  th r e e  p o licem en  r ig o r o u s ly  exam ining p e o p le ’ s 
P r e s e n ta t io n  c a r d s a n d  when our tu rn  came th ey  l e t  us p a s s .  Then you  
have read  accou n ts o f  what happened in s id e  th e  P a la c e .  The words 1 s a id  
t o  th e  K in g  w ere; ’Your M ajesty  f o r  God’ s sak e s to p  f o r c ib l e  f e e d in g ! ’
I k n e l t  to  h im , b ecau se  I wanted to  be r e s p e c t f u l  as p o s s i b l e .  (And y e t  
th e y  sa y  I in s u lt e d  h im .)  I meant to  sa y  m ore, but fo u r  or f i v e  men 
ru sh ed  a t  me and h u r r ie d  E l l in o r  (who had turned  back and put her arms 
round me to  p r o te c t  me) and me o u t o f  th e  Throne-room . They d id  n o t  h u r t  
u s ,  but you  have no id e a  o f  th e  u t t e r ly  p o w e r le s s ,  h e lp le s s  f e e l in g  o f  
b e in g  ’ s e t  on! by so  many s tr o n g  men and sw ept away. E l l in o r  was v ery  
brave and s to o d  by me through  i t  a l l  in  a m a g n if ic e n t  w ay. She i s  a s i s ­
t e r  in  te n  th ou san d . They w ere g o in g  to  send  us to  p r is o n ,  in  f a c t  we 
were taken  s t r a ig h t  to  th e  P o l i c e  s t a t i o n  in  th e  p r e c in c t s  o f  Buckingham  
P a la c e ,  b u t th e  K ing s e n t  word th a t  we were to  be s e n t  s t r a ig h t  hom e.— 
The K ing co u ld  i f  he l ik e d  s to p  th e  to r tu r e  o f  women p o l i t i c a l  p r is o n e r s  
and my w ish  was to  break through th e  c r u s t  o f  c o n v e n t io n a l ity  and co u rt  
o f f ic ia ld o m  to  h is  h e a r t .  To c a l l  my a c t io n  an i n s u l t  i s  in  i t s e l f  an 
i n s u l t  to  th e  K in g , d e p r iv in g  him in  th e  eyes o f h i s  s u b je c t s  n o t on ly  
o f  the c a p a c ity  o f  u n d ersta n d in g  but o f  th e  r ig h t  to  any human f e e l in g  
a t  a l l .  The h ig h e s t  p r a is e  th e  PreBs cou ld  s in g  o f  th e  K ing and Queen 
on t h i s  o c c a s io n  was ’T h eir  M a je s t ie s  rem ained unm oved,’ And a ga in  a t  
O lym pia, when a S u f f r a g i s t  so u g h t to  ad d ress the K ing: ’T h eir  M a je s t ie s  
rem ained  unm oved.’ They are  unmoved w h ile  th e ir  co u n try  i s  sunk in  m is­
e r y ,  w h ile  women are  b e in g  bought and s o ld  and s ta r v e d  in to  s la v e r y  and 
th o s e  who are  t r y in g  to  b r in g  about b e t t e r  c o n d it io n s  are b e in g  t o r ­
tu red  in  p r i s o n .  They rem ain unmoved w h ile  t h e ir  cou n try  i s  on the  
b rin k  o f  a  r e v o lu t io n  and t h e i r  c o u r t ie r s  and d epend en ts are proud o f  
t h e ir  im m o b ility . I t  i s  a l l  to o  s a d . -  -  -O f cou rse  ^ o s t  o f  my fa m ily  
a re  very  angry w ith  me, b u t the ones I lo v e  b e s t  understand --M oth er un­
d e r s ta n d s —so  I can bear th e  anger o f th e  o t h e r s . ------ "

I do n ot th in k  the l e t t e r  needs any comments. I t  i s  so  f u l l  and 
com prehensive th a t  th e  rea d er s  may draw t h e ir  own c o n c lu s io n s  . I t  i s  
v e r y  p l a in ,  o f  c o u r s e , th a t  th e  Bahai Cause does n o t approve M il i ta n t  
m eth od s. In  th e s e  days p e a c e fu l  n e g o t ia t io n s  and th e  fo r c e  o f  pen and 
c le a r  arguments are more p ow erfu l than th e  sword or th e  bomb.



V .Í y  1 4 , 1914

d e s t r u c t io n  o f  p eo p le s*  p r o p e r ty  i s  n o t j u s t i f i e d  from any s ta n d p o in t .  
We must go to  th e  r o o t  o f  th e  m a t te r . Knowing th a t  as fa r  as c a u tio n  
i s  concerned  men and «omen sh a re  th e  same f a c u l t i e s ,  th e y  must a ls o  
e n jo y  th e  same r ig h t s  and th e  same p r iv i le g e s ' ,  w ith o u t any d i s t in c t io n  
w h a tso e v er . Hence th e  e q u a l i t y  o f  th e  s e x e s —w hich i s  on ly  one o f  the  
many P r in c ip le s  o f  Baha* o ' l l a h . To th e  utm ost o f  our h b i l i t y  we must 
in c lu d e  in  th e  scheme o f  oúr l i v e s  a l l  th e  P r i n c ip l e s ,  and n o t one to 
th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  a l l  t h e . r e s t .

A l l  day X was t r a n s la t in g  T a b le t s .  I met th e  B eloved  in  th e  morn 
in g  and : e v e n in g . He e n te ř ta in e ď  fr ie n d s  and s t r a n g e r s ,  and d ic t a t e d  
s e v e r a l  T a b le ts  fo r  th e  W estern f r ie n d s  . He was busy and happy t a l k ­
in g  W ith t h ë ,b e l ie v e r s  and c o n so r t in g  w ith  them w ith  jo y  and Fragrance

(Ho s ig n a tu r e )  / v  ' ■
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■w0. my S erv a n t! *

Free t h y s e l f  from th e  w o r ld ly  bond, and escap e  from th e  p r iso n  
o f  s e l f  . A p p rec ia te  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  t i m e f o r  thou s h a l t  never se e  
i t  a g a in , nor s h a l t  thou  f in d  a l i k e  o p p o r tu n ity .”



i , C,;,;’, JSÍeat Mount C arm el, H aifa, S y r ia
.r,;. viv.- '.Ju ly  15:, 1914,.

Dear f r i e n d s : -  ; ■', >
,Th.i8^if ternoon. I was ,in ;Ctiief;iioly .Presence of Abdul Balia fo r  more 

th an  th re e  hours . Thè^iieâveçk 0 -f. d iv in e  r e v e la t io n  was opened , and many 
w hite-w inged '..angels ‘i q . , theC$9?%*and l ik e n e s s  of T ab le ts  descended upon" 
th e  .ëartH ï to  gfcť " $ •>  iieax ts  Cof, .men ,. W is tfu lly  and lo v in g ly  they
w i l l  w iň g ,th e ír  JwayytoC d ifře ren t, p a r ts  of the  w orld , s in g in g  t h e i r  songs 
of l i f e  and l i g h t  in to  the s p i r i t s  o f men, ‘w hile he was d ic ta t in g  the 
hlë.8Beàh’ï '£ $ i © i ^  to p ic s , now la u g h in g , ..now sm ilin g ,
now making0a ’m irthfjJ.1^em ailsâCfi0 W',ask ing  a. q uestion , about th e  person to 
whom: th e  ..T ablet 'was^heingC re v e a le d  or rem inding  one .of h is  p e c u lia r  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  . . i l t  was good to. be w ith  him , th re e - lo n g , heavenly  hours 
- -roam ing-W ith. hiitC in  |h é  ; ro se -g a rd e n  o f Abha and w atch ing  him p ic k in g  
up th e  ...ideéiC f lh w e rs rand Carrariging them in  l o v e ly  bouquets ,o f  the  K in g ­
dom, to  be se n t to  ex p q c iah t,. w a it in g  lo v e r s  in  rem ote r e g io n s ,  'With 
what s o l i c i t u d e  .and ,.ten dern ess he arranged th e se  s p i r i t u a l  n o s e -g a y s ,  
as though knowing the  t a s t e  and c o n d it io n  o f  each  He u  ind eed  the  Id e a l 
h e a v e n ly  f l o r i s t .  .

In  'the’‘m a il y e s t e r d a y ’ th e re  was an in t e r e s t in g  card c o n ta in in g  the 
p ic tu r e  o f  th e  VWorld P eace 3 ? lag --°a  s tr o n g  w h ite  l i g h t  which b is e c ts  
th e  g lo b e  ^passes' through thq  priera by th e  p r o c e ss  o f  R e fr a c t io n  and pro - 
du ces th e  se v en  c o lo r s  o f  th e  r a in b o w , Red,,. Orange. Y e llo w , Green, Slue 
In d ig o  add V i o l e t ,  '&e.;,gîobë..and th e  c o lo r s  b e in g  surrounded w ith  the  
3 t a r s  . At .th e  bottom  l o f  t h i s  . s ig n i f ic a n t  p ic tu r e  th e  fo l lo w in g  i s  w r i t ­
te n  : T h e . s e ,  s .ey en cq X p ra . o f  .the Rainbow r e p r e se n t  the. n a tu r a l u n ity  in  
th e  v a r ia t io n s  o f  th e  r a c e  ard in  human i n t e r e s t s .  As th e se  shades flew  
to g e th e r  th e y  produce w h i t e w h i t e  i s  an emblem o f  t r u th ,  b ro th erh ood , 
harmony and'., peace'.,./ ■ i^^ ’̂ .tarfiCiStand fo r  th e  n a t io n s  -in th e  w orld  • f e d ­
eration:.-..' 'C.Tli&'B , 3 ? i a g , £ e e # ;.aooepted  by th e  P eace P a la d e , the I n te r n a t -  
i  on a l ‘Pe a o £ Cftqjři-eřieaiá,,.:a îd‘, A » e r i . o a j a  P eace S o c ie ty *  D esig n ed  by Rev .
X . v7. Vaň K irk  » . Younge^^ U .S .A .

When th e  B e loved  came o u t o f  th e  house and s ta r t e d  to  walk in  the  
g a rd en , immědiAtbly. he, was surrounded b y , the; b e l ie v e r s  . I  took  out the  
card  a n d :p r esen ted / it: ,tq,c:him..C; A t,.th e  Same, time, I e x p la in e d  i t  in  a few  
w o rd s.. C He~'.t6okv i t ;  fp r  a m inute. o£ tw o , and looked  a t i t
e e a r c h in g ly  and a t t e n t i v e l y ,  "It is ,  v e r y  g o o d v e r y  sp le n d id  t" he s a id .  
" It i s  an e x c e l l e n t  id e a .  GOD w i l l i n g ,  i t  w i l l  come to  p a s s ,  and a l l  v 
n a t io n s  w ill/b e ,p ,q n fied er ,a ted  i n  one U n iv e r sa l Commonwealth. These id ea s  
and OToèpbiohBr aré, 4r.ÍbR^ariéÍB...'tp,-: g r e a t  ocean of s p i r i t u a l  awakening
■.vhich has. e n c ir c le d  th e  w orld  o f  hu m anity . The H oly S p ir i t  i s  th e  o n ly  
Power th a t . w i l l  harm onize th e  r a c e s  and n a t io n s  o f
th e  world* The Cause:; o^-.jSpD,I s . , , o n l y  Panacea th a t  w i l l  h e a l fo r  a l l  
tim e to  dome j-the^^ociai'',;,'' 5 and. p o l i t i c a l  d is e a s e s  o f  m ankind. The
r e v e la t io n  o f  Baha’ o ’H a h  i s  th e  Tree th a t  w i l l  send i t s  o u ts tr e tc h e d  
branches to  h l l  th e  c o u n tr ie s ;  and under i t s  c o o l shade s i l l  the r e l ig io n s  
and s e c t s ,  th e re  to  f r a t e r n iz e  ;ad a s s o c ia t e  w ith  each  o th er  . The world  
i e  f u l l  o f  Id ea s  , but they, are e i t h e r  f l e e t i n g ,  or p r o f i t l e s s ,  or im - 
p r a c t i c a l ,  or l im it e d  in  t h e ir  . in f lu e n c e  or c o n fin e d  w ith in  a narrow  
sc o p e  . T h eb eam in g  /..èb^ifte  ̂ o f  th e  l i g h t  o f  Cosmic I d e a ls  must p ie r c e  
through th e  h e a r ts  o f  mwn and th e  Power o f  th e  H oly S p i r i t  i s  n e c e ssa r y  
to  c a r r y  in to  e x e c u t io n  th e s e  n o b le  th o u g h ts o f  th e  A ge. Human pov/er 
i s  l im i t e d  (bn i t s  in f l u e n c e . ’ Tt can u n ite  two p e r s o n s , or two t r i b e s ,  
or two coramunitiew, or a t  th e  utm ost two n a t io n s .  At the same tim e i t  
c o n fe s s e s  th a t  t h i s  U n ity  i s  tem poral and may be ab rogated  by th e  whim
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>"of e i t h e r  o f  th e  h ig h  c o n tr a c t in g  p a r t i e s .  But the D iv in e  Power th a t  
u n it e s  n a t io n s  and p e o p le s  and cem ents to g e th e r  in  th e  hond o f B rother - 
hood and P eace  fo r  ages and c y c le s  . H is H o lin e ss  C h r is t  was one p er ­
s o n , w ith o u t any w o r ld ly  a s s is t a n c e  and h e lp  , hu t through  th e  e f f e c t  
o f  th e  H oly S p i r i t  He was en ab led  to  u n ite  many n a t io n s  and r e l ig io n s  
under th e  Standard o f  C h r i s t ia n i t y .  L ik ew ise  Mohammed u n if ie d  th e  w i ld ,  
savage  t r ib e s  o f  A rahis and made them th e  Conquerors of A s ia .  C onse­
q u en tly  th ere  must needs he D iv in e  Power fo r  th e  accom plishm ent o f  t h i s  
U n iv e r sa l Aim. Human power f a i l s  in  t h i s  w id e r ta k in g . The Words of 
th o s e  s o u ls  who are th e  e s s e n c e s  o f  s e v e r a n c e , who are in  the utm ost 
s a n c t i t y  and p u r i t y ,  w i l l  have an e f f e c t  upon th e  h e a r ts  o f  men, the r e ­
s u l t  o f  w hich w i l l  he u n ity  and g o o d - fe l lo w s h ip .  Save through t h i s ,  
id e a l  com m unication w i l l  n o t he made p o s s ib le  between the c h ild r e n  o f  
men. They may a c h iev e  a tem poral un ion  fo r  a few y ea rs  . Men may so  
compound th e  v a r io u s  in g r e d ie n ts  as to. he p ro m iscu o u sly  mixed t o g e th e r ,  
h u t th ere  must needs he th e  s o lv e n t ,  so th a t  they may become p e r f e c t ly  
b len d ed  and u n it e d . In  th e  human w orld th a t  s o lv e n t  i s  tire Power o f  
th e  H oly S p i r i t ,  nftich w i l l  th o ro u g h ly  mix and b len d  t h e ■d i f f e r e n t  c o n ­
s t i t u e n t s  and e lem en ts r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  v a r io u s  n a t i o n a l i t i e s , r e l i g ­
io n s  and s e c t s  . I hope th e  b e l ie v e r s  o f  God w i l l  u n fu r l the “World 
P eace  F l a g ,” because t h e ir  aim i s  a l t r u i s t i c  and they  are h e lp ed  by 
th e  C on firm ation s o f  th e  H oly S p i r i t .  Through th e  Power of GOD i t  i s  
p o s s ib le  fo r  one Bahai to  gu id e  one w hole n a t io n .  Such s p i r i t u a l  v i c ­
t o r ie s  are  dependent upon th e  B reath s and B estow a ls o f  th e  H oly S p i r i t " .

A fte r  th e s e  in t e r e s t i n g  rem arks, he w ent o u t to  tak e  a w a lk . In  
th e  m orn ing, I  had th e  extrem e p le a su r e  o f  b e in g  in  th e  p r e se n c e  o f  the  
B e lo v e d . He s e n t  fo r  D octor  H a b ib o lla h  Khodabakah and l i i r z a  A z z iz o lla h  
Khan, and spoke to  them about t h e ir  forth com in g  t r ip  to  Germany,Prance 
and E n g lan d . J u s t  o u t o f  C o l le g e ,  he i s  se n d in g  them to  th e s e  c e n tr e s  
o f  c u ltu r e  and c i v i l i z a t i o n  to  sp read  th e  B ragrances o f  th e  P a ra d ise  
o f  ABHA.

In  th e  e v e n in g , th e r e  was a la r g e  m e e t in g . When th e  M aster e n ­
te r e d  th e  room, he lo o k ed  over th e  b r ig h t  fa c e s  o f  th e  Bahai s tu d e n ts  
and e x c la im e d , w ith  d e l ig h te d  h e a r t :  "God be p r a is e d :"  How w onderfu l are  
th e se  s tu d e n ts !  1 am lo o k in g  forw ard w ith  g r e a t  hope to  th e ir  fu tu r e !
In  r e a l i t y  th ey  are b en eath  th e  shade o f  th e  B le s se d  P e r f e c t io n ,  and 
th e y  are b e in g  anim ated w ith  th e  S p i r i t  o f  th e  H oly L and. Bor t h i s  r e a ­
so n , th ey  are su p e r io r  to  many o th er  s t u d e n t s .  T h eir  m e tt le  w i l l  become 
known in  th e  fu tu r e .  They are now under th e  p r o c e ss  o f  r e f in in g  . When 
th e y  come out o f  the c r u c ib le ,  th e ir  b r ig h tn e s s  w i l l  become m a n ifest.T h e  
word o f  God i s  th e  r e f in in g  w hich  w i l l  p o l i s h  them, s u f f e r in g  them to  
become pure as t e s t e d  feold . - -  - E very s in g le  assu red  and firm  b e l ie v e r

• w i l l  c o n s id e r  h im s e lf  th e  se r v a n t o f a l l  th e  fr ie n d s  o f  GOD, nay ra th er  
th e  se r v a n t o f  the w orld  o f  hum anity . The Honor o f man depends upon 
t h i s .  The e v e r la s t in g  G lory o f  mankind l i e s  in  t h i s !  Bor t h i s  reason  
H is H o lin e s s  C h r is t  sa y s :  ’The l a s t  s h a l l  be f i r s t ,  th e  l e a s t  amongst 
you in  th e  Kingdom i s  th e  g r e a t e s t  Whomsoever d e s ir e s  to  walk in  the* 
P ath  o f  th e  Kingdom—so  th a t  he may rea ch  th e  Court o f  th e  A lm igh ty --h e  
must be a tru e  servan t-. The P ath  o f  God cannot be compared w ith  the
p ath s o f  men. The hum blest man i s  in  th e  Pç„th o f  God, th e  more e x a lte d  
i s  h e; th e  g r e a te r  i s  h i s  m eekness and s u b m is s iv e n e s s , toe  more b e ­
lo v ed  i s  he; th e  more he i s  surrounded w ith  t e s t s  and t r i a l s ,  the v a s te r  
th e  t r a n q u i l i t y  and composure o f  h i s  s p i r i t .  Hay, r a th e r ,  in  the P ath  of

s a y  w hosoever i s  th e  r e a l  se r v a n t  o f  th e  b e l ie v e r s  o f  God i s  thexV a s ­
s i s t a n t  and h e lp e r .  We must a l l  walk in  th is . D iv in e  P a th ."

Ahmad Cohrab



.Bahai .Mest' Mount Carmel #H a ifa  S y r ia - .
. ■ J u ly  1 6 , 1914

Dear B rien d s : -  .
A lthough  I d id  n o t s e e  th e .M a ster  in  th e  m orning, y e t  X was oom- 

.^ en sa ted  in  fh e  a f t e r n o o n . S e v e r a l l e t t e r s  from, In d ia  .imparted to  him  
much, p le a s u r e .  He d ic t a t e d  n e a r ly  tw enty T a b le t s ,  a l l  in t e r e s t in g  and 
wonderfpQ.>'and-extract^,::from: .yrhich w i l l  appear in  fu tu r e  l e t t e r s »  M ir2a 
Kohsen, was p r e s e n t ,  and he ha s l iv e d  in  C h in a , and r e la t e d  to  th e  H e- 
lo v e d  a ;gre.a.t .many ;pf ÿ h e ir ; hh^^ona]“ custom s and cu r io u s h a b i t s .  The 
M aster a a id  : «This w on d erfu l „Cause has n o t been p r o p e r ly  in tro d u ced  in to  
C h in a . I t  i s  v ery  n e c e s s a r y  -that i t  sh ou ld  he d o n e . T h is Cause i s  s o r e ­
l y  in  need o f  te a c h e r s  in  a l l  p a r ts  o f  the W orld—su ch  te a c h e r s  who may 
n o t  o ffe n d  any ,s o u l  but w in; the, p e o p le  to  the Kingdom o fE ter n a l R e a l i t y .  
China, i s  in  need  o f  many good Bahai t e a c h e r s - - in  order ,to u n sh ack le  
t h e i r  minds from th e  r u s ty  ch a in s  o f  a n c e s tr a l  t r a d i t i o n  . "

In  regard  tp  h im s e l f ,  th e  B eloved  s a i d : -  "On t h is  accou nt I am very  
happy th a t  a f t e r  the d ep artu re  o f  th e  B le s se d  P e r fe c t io n  I became the  
t a r g e t  o f  th e ; arrowe o f  o p p r e ss io n  and the j a v e l in s  of p e r sa u u tio m . This 
thou ght i s  th e  o n ly  so u rce  o f  my c o n s o la t io n ."

About th e  Bahai s tu d e n ts ,  he s a id :  "These s tu d e n ts  are r e f in e d  .They 
have become conduoive to  th e  g lo r y  o f  th e  C ase. May God p r o te c t  them. 
They w i l l  p r o g r e ss  g r e a t ly  in  th e ir  s t u d ie s  and m aster many branches o f  
s e r v ic e ."  He sp o k e ,a b o u t many other, t h in g s ,  e s p e c i a l ly  Z e l l e - S u l t a n , the  
Ex-G overnor o f  E sphahan, whom he met in  S w itz er la n d  and P a r is  . Then he 
came out o f  th e  h ou se and took a lo n g  w a lk , a l l  a lo n e .

At n o o n , a l l  th e  s tu d e n ts  were the g u e s ts  o f  the G rea test H oly L eaf 
The v a r io u s  d is h e s  were cooked in  th e  k itc h e n  o f  th e  B e lo v e d 's  house  
and taken  up in  a la r g e  b a sk e t . ,

Amongst th e  many, l e t t e r s  r e c e iv e d  aid read to  th e  M aster was one. 
from D. G opaul, th e  E d ito r  o f  th e  NEW REFORMER , Madras , In d ia  . I t s  c o n ­
t e n t s  was so  b e a u t i f u l  th a t  I would l ik e  to  sh are i t  w ith  you:

"The lo v e ly  T a b le t your H o lin e s s  has condescended to  r e v e a l to  me 
h as reached  me in  due c o u r s e .  The very  s ig h t  o f  th e  T a b le t from su ch  an 
e x a lte d  s p i r i t u a l  P erson age  as Ypur E x c e lle n c y  d i s p e l l e d  a l l  th e  gloom  
th a t  e n c ir c le d  my mind ardmade me a happy, b le s s e d  and reg e n e ra te d  b e in g s  
I t  i s  ' f it lsV a  's'our;o.e„..of;„ Í3pamen»e^.ÍBp.irItual.p le a u r e  to  me th a t  Your H o li -  
n e s s , one o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  o f  men th a t  e v er  tro d  t h i s  e a r th ,  has been  
p le a s e d  to  R ecogn ize  the; humble s e r v ic e s ;  I ,  a  poor se r v a n t  o f  man, have 
r e n d e r e d . I  th e r e fo r e  f a l l  a i  th y  b le s s e d  f e e t  and o f f e r  my thanks to  
Your H o lin e s s  from th e  very,;bottom  o f  my h e a r t  . I  am determ ined  th a t  
t h i s  E x c e l le n t  T a b le t  s h a l l  be p r e ser v ed  as a  g r e a t  h e ir - lo o m  in  my 
f a m ily .  7

"I prom ise I s h a l l  in  a l l ,  o b ed ien ce  fo l lo w  th e  e x c e l l e n t  a d v ic e  Your 
H o lin e ss  has been p le a s e d  to  g iv e  me and o th er  E d ito r s  r e g a r d in g  th e  due 
d is c h a r g e  o f  our d u t ie s  as E d ito r s  o f  m agazines and nev/spapers 1 a ssu r e  
you th a t  I e n t e r ta in  th e  g r e a t e s t  r e s p e c t  and b e l i e f  in  th e  h ig h  id e a ls  
and deeds o f  Your H o l in e s s , w h ich  are  fo r  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t  o f  th e  b a s is  
o f  a U n iv e r sa l R e l ig io n  and r e a l  B rotherhood in  t h i s  w o r ld , where men 1 
are now- at;;iffax w i ^ ; e ^ i i „ o , i l i e ^  I  th e r e fo r e  m ost humbly beg to  say  
th a t  I a m w i l l i n g  t o ’''dp."„all'‘ th a t  I  can in  p r o p a g a tin g  the T each­
in g s  o f  the Cause you have so  much a t  h e a r t  fo r  th e  good o f  h u m anity . 1 
am su re  th a t  - as tim e p a s se s  the T ruth w i l l  be un derstood  and ev ery  man 
in  th e  w orld  w i l l  e n l i s t  h im s e lf  on your s i d e .  W ith deep lo v e  in  E l 
Abha, I rem ain , my b e lo v ed  Guru, your ev er  lo v in g  and m ost o b e d ie n t s e r ­
v a n t ,  (Sgd) D . Gopaul Che t t y  vM .

A l e t t e r  from M rs. Stannard opens w ith  t h i s  sudden b u r s t  o f  en th u ­
siasm:.; "Oh t in d eed  I f e e l  HE (Abdul Baha) i s  bound to  come t o  In d ia :
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g r e a t , g r e a t  t i l in g s  w il^  happen n e x t  w in ter  .-  - -  -  I s h a l l  soon be 
a b le  to  go,: down to  C a lc u tta  now and resume a c t i v i t i e s ,  and s h a l l  hope 
to  f e e l  f i t  and s tr o n g  fo r  much th a t  i s  t o ■come . I e n c lo s e  you a l e t t e r  
I have r e c e iv e d  from th e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  coming U n iv ersa l C ongress o f  
R e l i g i o n s , and i t  w i l l  g iv e  you some id e a s  to  p u t b e fo r e  th e  M aster*
1 t r u s t  th a t  perhaps one or two men P e r s ia n  B ah ais w i l l  come as D e le ­
g a te s  to  .C a lc u t t a .? V > v - : - i  have w r it te n  to  th e  S e c r e ta r y  o f  the Con­
g r e s s  th a t  a ty p e w r itte n  O f f i c ia l  l e t t e r  must be s e n t  Abdul Balia making 
th e  r e q u e s t  fo r  h i s  p r e s e n c e , and a ls o  in  any c a se  an a d d r e ss , w hich  
Lua or I c a n ,r e a d  in  th e  C o n g ress , perhaps i t  sh o u ld  be read  in  P er s ia n  
as w e l l ,  fo r  many in  B engal know P e r s ia n . Anyhow, s in c e  t h i s  C ongress 
i s  to  be h e ld  in  fou r  c i t i e s ; 1 i t  s tr u c k  mo' th a t  I had b e t t e r  do Lahore 
and C a lc u tta  and Mrs.; G ets in g er  , Bombay and Madras and some P e r s ia n s  
who know E n g lis h 'c o u ld ,  g o - to  th a t  c i t y  w ith  h e r . -  - -The C ongress i s  
T h e is t ic  and the European and American D e le g a te e  w i l l  be m o stly  U n ita r ­
i a n s .  They a c c e p t th e  Bahai p o s i t io n  o f  s u c c e s s iv e  M a n ife s ta t io n s  in  
th e  w o r ld , b u t th e y  do n o t d e i f y  them as Roman C a th o lic e  and o th er  
C h r istia n ; d enom in ation s d o /C h r i s t . These C on gresses in  o b je c ts  and aims 
are p r a c t i c a l ly .  like.: Bahai pndfc, and I f e e l  t h a t  Abdul Baha w i l l  make 
a g r e a t  movement fo r  th e  p e o p le  o f  In d ia  i f  he com es. He w i l l  h e lp  
t h i s  v b s t  lan d  to  come in to  U n ity  ,and B ro th erh o o d , and many w r ite r s  
w i l l  r i s e  up t o ’put in to  th e  d i f f è r e n t  language h ie  T each ings o f  the  
C au se. A ll  i s  go in g  on w e l l  ; in „ p r e p a r a t io n , arid I have now come in to  
com m unication „w ithú the;Im m ense'^y-Soipaj Movement' o f  t h i s  c o u n tr y . They 
go on th e  th eo ry  th a t  th e  Vedas o f  In d ia  are th e  od d est known R e v e la ­
t io n s  to  th e  human r a c e 1* and th a t r e v e a lo r s  came forw ard a t  v a r io u s  
tim es to  r e - r e v e a l  th e  c e n tr a l  p r in c ip l e s  , They do th e  s o c i a l i s  t i c  
work h e r e .  I th in k  I can do som eth in g  w ith  them, b ecau se  th ey  h o ld  to  
n e a r ly  a l l  our b a s ic  tr u th s  . The E d ito r  o f  the V edic  MAGAZIKE, P r o f .  
Emma B eva , 3 *  A . , /seem s v e r y . .e n th u s ia s t ic  .over my a r t i c l e .  I have  
w r it t e n , a s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  and he".is g o in g  to  p u b lis h  them s e r i a l l y  
in  h i s  M agazine. -H e^ w rite s  hne in  h i s  l a s t  , l e t t e r :  ’ I was d e l ig h te d  to  
g e t  your v e r y  k in d  l e t t e r  and sp le n d id  a r t i c l e .  I have s e n t  th e  a r t i ­
c l e  to  th e ■ .P r e s s . : ■■Kindly ; s,^e'nd‘th e  second  in s ta lm e n t a t  your e a r l i e s t  
c o n v e n ie n c e , s o  th at- >e.. ta,o {break. : in  su c c e s s  io n . I f  we b e l ie v e
in  D iv in e  D is p e n s â t ibp?,- we mus<t',,also b e l ie v e  t h a t 1'th e  f i r s t  spark o f  
P h ilo so p h y  m ust have b e e n .d e r iv e d  from 'H eaven . S in c e  n o th in g  th a t  comes 
from GÛD. çan be im p e r fe c t of" in c o m p le te , a l l  l a t e r  in s p ir a t io n s  caři be 
b u t th e  r e s ta te m e n ts  and p r o g r e s s iv e  in t e r p r e ta t io n s  o f  th e -p r im e v a l  
r e v e la t i o n .  There has been but one tru e  R e l ig io n ,  w hich has" been r e -  . 
v e a le d  and r e -r e v e a le d  through th e  ages . In th é  sphere o f r e l ig i o n  
and m o r a lity  j ';theire^d:ď?h 6 ilii.iňg,\riew under- th e  sun . That p rim eval r e v e la ­
t io n  i s  th e  'Ved^; .- -The’ n e c e s s i t y  o f  p rim eval r e v e la t io n  b e ln §  w e ll  
g r a n te d , -the Veda is .  th e  s o l e  c la im a n t to  th a t  p o s i t i o n .  M oreover , i t e  
l o f t y  T each in gs' cannot be e x p la in e d  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  any o th er  th e o r y .
I f  th e  Ved& ’d iv in e  ^ R e v e la tio n , how i s  i t  th a t  i t —th e  o ld e s t
Book in  th e  L ib ra ry  o f  th e  w o r ld - -c o n ta in s  tr u th s  w hich  a cco rd in g  to 
Max M uller ’ sound d e c id e d ly  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y - l ik e  T his i s  th e  stand  
th e  Ary-Somaj ta k e s  as. reg a rd s E te r n a l R e v e la t io n , and i t  i s  v ery  easy  
fo r  a Bahai te a c h e r  : to  e x p la in  to  them th e  n a tu r e  o f  s u c c e s s iv e  m es­
sa g e s  from th e  One S o u rc e , ad ap tab le  t o . t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and comprehen­
s io n  o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  d i f f e r e n t  c e n tu r ie s  . I have estab lish ed  in  my 
r e c e n t  a r t i c l e s  th e  im portance o f  th e  M a n ife s ta t io n s  and th e ir  r o le s  in  
th e  w orld o f  men. I  am now buBy w ith  a lo n g  one f o r  a Madras m agazin e, 
to  have p o r t r a i t s  as w e l l .  I have now two men coming to  me to d is c u s s  
th e  Bahai p o s i t i o n .  ; There i s  a ls o  a w e l l - t o - d o  Hindu gentlem an f r e e ­
th in k e r  who has become m ost en th u sed  and gave me a d o n a tio n  o f  10 Rupees 
to  buy some Bahai Books to  g iv e  away! Another o ld  gentlem an i s  a
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Moslem Munehi . He i s  g o in g  to  w r ite  to  Abdul Baba . He i s  a Per -
s ia n  and A rabic sc h o la r *  and te a c h e s  th e se  lan gu ages to  b ig  pool l e .  Ho 
i s  l ik e  a B a lia i. He ■wants to  go to  B u rsa , to  tak e  some sch o o l -1 oys 
home, so  th a t  w i l l  he a good o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  him to meet Moslem Iiuhais 
l i k e  Say ad K o s ta fa . I f  he becomes confirm ed » r e a l l y  he w i l l  ha H.'le 
to  do g r e a t  w ork, I th in k , s in c e  he i s  an educated  man, but he 1 a e ld e r ­
l y  and in  some ways reminds, me. o f  M irza Abul P a z l . - -  - I  can do a l l  
th a t  i t  needed in  N orthern I n d ia ,  p rov id ed  some Bahai men turn up in  
C a lc u t ta  l a t e r .  T th in k  M irza Mahmoud would be v e r y  u s e f u l .  -  - -Can
you send me some p ic tu r e s  o f  th e  M aster? Gopaul G hetty  wants one and 
s c  do o th e r s ."

( I f  any one o f  th e , b e l ie v e r s  in  Am erica or Europe can send her  
a number o f  th e  B e lo v e d ’ s p h o to g ra p h s , b o th  in  s i n g le  and in  g r o u p /it  
w i l l  be a  g r e a t  s e r v ic e  !to  th e  C ause, in  th e  p ro p a g a tio n  o f  which she 
i s  devoton g  a l l  her t im e . L et them m ail to  her add ress d i r e c t ly  as 
f o l lo w s :  M rs, J .  Stannard., c /o  Henry K ing C o ,, C a lc u t ta , I n d ia .)

I w i l l  b r in g  t h i s  to  a c lo s e  w ith  th e  rep ro d u c tio n  o f  th e  l e t t e r  
o f  Hem, Chandra Sarker , M. A . ,  the G eneral S e c r e ta r y ,  I n te r n a t io n a l  
C ongress o f  L ib e r a l R e l ig io n s ,  In d ian  S e c t io n ,  to  M rs. S ta n n a rd :-

I r e c e iv e d  your two cards . -  -, - I  hoped to  be a b le  to  se e  you a t  
D a r j e e l in g ,  th e re fo re ;  I d id  not- w r ite  to  you so lo n g . But u n fo r tu n a te ly  
c ir cu m sta n c es  d id  not p erm it me to  go to D a r je e l in g .  I tun v ery  so rry  
th a t  I co u ld  not- se e  y o u , as I was v e ry  an x iou s to  do so  . The In ter  - 
n a t io n a l  C ongress o f  R e l ig io n s  U n ity  w i l l  h o ld  i t s  f i r s t  s e s s io n  a t  
M adras, on December 2 4 th , and the l a s t  s e s s io n  in  In d ia  on January 2 8 th ,  
1 9 15 , in  C a lc u t t a .  We are making th e  n e c e ssa r y  arran gem en ts. We hope 
d e le g a te s  from E urope, A m erica, C h in a , Japan, w i l l  a tten d  the C on gress . 
We are v e r y  an x iou s that: th e  Bahai Movement sh ou ld  be a d e q u a te ly  r e p r e ­
sen ted  in  the forth com in g  in t e r n a t io n a l  g a th e r in g , fo r  no r e l ig i o n  can 
have more warm i n t e r e s t  in  su ch  a g e th e r in g  o f  P eace and good w i l l  on 
e a r th ,  as th e  Bahai Movement, , We have been g iv en  to  understand  th a t  the  
V en erab le  Abdul Baha i s  l i k e l y  to  be in  In d ia  a t  th e  t im e . I am anxious  
to  be su re  o f  h i s  p r e sen ce  . W ill you p le a s e  communicate w ith  him on our 
b e h a lf  and r e q u e s t  th a t  he may fa v o r  us w ith  h^s company in  the C ongress 
You w i l l  a ls o  w r ite  to  o th er  le a d in g  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  Bahai r e ­
l i g i o n  in  P e r s ia  and o th er  c o u n tr ie s  to  a tte n d  the C ongress . As I do no 
n o t know th e  names and a d d r e sse s  o f  th e se  p erso n s I cannot in d iv id u a l ly  
w r ite  to  them . We must have a t  l e a s t  one good paper about th e  B allai 
C ase , b e s id e s  the Address o f Abdul B aha. W ill you k in d ly  undertake to  
w r ite  i t  y o u r s e l f  and rea d  i t  b e fo r e  th e  C ongress in  C a lc u t ta ,  Bomb&v, 
Madras and L ah ore. May I know when you r e tu r n  to  C a lc u tta ?  I f  you  
have no o b j e c t io n ,  we s h a l l  e n r o l l  you as one o f  the members o f  the  
G eneral Committee o f  th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  C ongress o f  R e l ig io u s  U n ity .  
P le a s e  h e lp  me w ith  your c o u n se l and c o -o p e r a t io n ,"

Ahmad S oh rab .



Bahai N e s t ,  Mount Carmel .H a ifa  S y r ia .
J u ly  1 ? , 1914

Dear F rien d s
In  a  r e c e n t  T a b le t ,  th e  B eloved  w r ite s  th e  fo l lo w in g  to  two German 

B ah ais in  L eipzig*. -
"0 ye two B ird s o f  th e  r o se -g a r d e n  o f  F a ith !  In  th e  darkness o f  

e r r o r  man does n o t f in d  a n y th in g  sa v e  a f f l i c t i o n  and d i s t r e s s  . He i s  
ev er  d is a p p o in te d , g r ie v e d  and B r o k e n -h e a r te d . But when th e  L ig h t o f  
F a ith  sh in e s  upon th e  Court o f  th e  h e a r t ,  e te r n a l  h a p p in ess w i l l  Be r e ­
v e a le d ,  th e  gloom o f  sorrow  and p a in  w i l l  d isa p p ea r ; the h o p e le s s  w i l l  
Become h o p e fu l;  the sad  one w i l l  Be suBmerged in  the sea  o f  J o y - - th e  
E v e r la s t in g  Joy w hich i s  n o t  fo llo w e d  By any s a d n e s s . T h e r e fo r e , thank 
ye  GOD th a t  ye  have drank d e e p ly  from t h i s  o v e r flo w in g  Cup o f H appiness 
and through the I l lu m in a t io n  o f  th e  G lad -T id in gs o f  God the darkness  
o f  sorrow  i s  e n t i r e ly  B anished . I am h o p efu l from the D iv in e  B estow als  
th a t  da.y By day t h i s  H appiness may i n c r e a s e . -------------"

To an oth er  fr ie n d  in  D e g e r lo c h , Germany, he sajte : -
“0 thou who a r t  gu id ed  By th e  L ig h t o f  G uidance! Thank thou God 

th a t  thou  h a s t  found a s e e in g  eye and a h e a r in g  e a r .  Thou d id s t  w itn e s s  
th e  L ig h t o f  Guidance and hearkened to  th e  C a ll o f  th e  Kingdom o f AB'ha, 
and r e c e iv e d  a good ly  p o r tio n .a n d  a sh are  from the N ev er-en d in g  O u t­
p o u r in g s . Thou w ert one o f th e  chosen and not o f  th e  c a l l e d .  How thou 
h a s t  o rg a n ized  a Bahai m e e tin g , th e  members o f w hich w ere o f th e  c a l l e d ,  
and w h erein  you w ere engaged in  th e  commemoration o f  God and. perfumed  
th e  n o s t r i l s  w ith  th e  F ragrances o f  th e  P a r a d ise  ofABha, S tr iv e  ye w ith  
h e a r t  and s o u l ,  so  th a t  ye  may i llu m in e  th e  h o r izo n s o f  one tr a c e  o f  
th e  dark n ess o f  e r r o r .  In  your B e h a lf  I im plore and s u p p lic a te  toward  
th e  Kingdom o f  ABha, and Beg fo r  you: h ea v en ly  C o n f i r m a t i o n - -  -  '■

C oncern ing th e  M in is te r  Who has in v i t e d  th e  B ah ais to  h o ld  m eetin gs in  
h is  ch u rch , he w r it e s  to  a New York Bahai

“0 thou r e a l  f r ie n d !  Thy l e t t e r  was r e c e iv e d .  Thou h a s t  w r it te n  
co n c er n in g  D r. Leon H. H arvey , 4 th  U n ita r ia n  Church. E x e r c is e  ye toward 
t h i s  p e rso n  th e  u tm ost r e s p e c t , fo r  he has shown g r e a t  courage to  in  - 
v i t e  you to  h is  c h u r c h --th u s  you may h o ld  th e r e  Bahai m eetin g s find i n ­
v i t e  th e  s o u ls  to  th e  D iv in e  Kingdom. You must show toward t h i s  p e r s o n ­
age i n f i n i t e  honor . A lthough he i s  a  M in is t e r ,  y e t  has he dem onstrated  
su ch  f e a r le s s n e s s  as to  make h is  own church th e  g a th e r in g -p la c e  o f the  
B a h a is . He has n o t a t  a l l  m a n ife s ted  any fe a r  or apprehension, nor has 
lie  th ou gh t o f  th e  cen su re  and th e  rep roach  o f  the p e o p le , and he has Be - 
come con d u cive  to  th e  d i f f u s io n  o f  th e  F r a g r a n c es . Employ toward him  
th e  utm ost lo v e ."

A nother T a h e t , to  th e  P a r is  Bahai A ssem bly, i s  as fo llo Y /s : -
"0 ye fr ie n d s  o f  God and th e  m a id -se rv a n ts  o f  the M e r c ifu l!  The Con 

g r a tu la t io n  fo r  th e  Day o f  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  th e  Bab—may my l i f e  Be a 
ransom to  h im --w as r e c e iv e d .  I was made e x c e e d in g ly  happy th a t such  a 
g lo r io u s  F e a s t  was h e ld  in  P a r i s .  The m a jo r ity  o f  mankind are e i th e r  
p u rsu in g  t h e ir  own p le a s u r e s  or amusements or en grossed  in  th e  accum ula­
t io n  o f  w o r ld ly  r ic h e s  and are in to x ic a te d  w ith  the son gs o f  the w orld  
o f  n a tu r e . But the B e lie v e r s  o f  God have sp read  a h ea v en ly  Table and 
c e le b r a te d  the F e s t iv a l  o f  th e  Dawn o f  the Morn o f  G uidance! T his i s  
in d eed  th e  sou rce  o f  g r e a t  j o y ,  f o r  th ey  were; occu p ied  in  th e  m ention o f
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th e  Name o f  God, read  th e  V erses o f  U n ity  and g l o r i f i e d  the Sun o f  
R e a l i t y  w ith  th e  anthem o f  th e  Kingdom o f  the M e r c ifu l .  I t  i s  assu red  
th a t  su ch  F e s t i v a l s  w i l l  be h e ld  r e g u la r ly  in  th e  fu tu r e  and a w onder­
f u l  M elody w i l l  be r a is e d  from P a r i e , w hich s h a l l  s u r p r is e  a l l  the r e s t  
o f  m ankind .----------M
The B oston B e lie v e r s  are honored w ith  the fo l lo w in g  g lo r io u s  T a b le t :-  

"0 ye fr ie n d s  and th e  maid se r v a n ts  o f  th e  M erciful*. T ru ly  1 say  
your l e t t e r  im parted jo y  and h a p p in e s s , and i t  became the cau se  o f  h e lp ­
f u ln e s s ;  fo r  i t  was an in d ic a t io n  o f  th e  e f f o r t  o f  the C ou nsels and 
E x h o r ta tio n s  o f  Abdul Baha. I f  a s o u l p eru se  c a r e f u l ly  the T a b le ts  o f  
the B le s se d  P e r f e c t io n ,  su ch  as th e  Hidden Words, the E sh r a g h a t, Taj a l l ­
ay a t , Tar 3,2 a t , G lad -T id in gs and the W ords, and l i v e s  in  accord  w ith  one 
Adm onition o f  th e  A dm onitions o f  God, he s h a l l  a t t a in  to  the summit o f  
p e r f e c t io n ,  w i l l  become th e  c e n tr e  o f  m e r c ifu l  s u s c e p t i b i l i t i e s ,  the  
o r ig in  o f  th e  v ir tu e s  o f  hum anity and the l i g h t s  o f  th e  Kingdom w i l l  
dawn from h is  fa c e  and c h a r a c te r .

u0  ye b e l ie v e r s  o f  God! These E x h o r ta tio n s  and C ou nsels emanated 
from the Supreme Pen o f  th e  B le s se d  P e r f e c t io n ,  n o t to  read them o n ly ,  
b u t to l i v e  in  accord  w ith  t h e ir  c o n t e x t s .  There are many p erson s who 
read  th e se  T a b le t s ,  p r a is e  th e  l o f t i n e s s  o f  th e se  se n tim en ts  but do not 
l i v e  a cco rd in g  to  one o f  i t s  w ords. Now p r a is e  be to  God th a t  you are  
moved and s t i r r e d  through th e  Appeal o f  Abdul Baha, are th ereb y  a t ­
tr a c te d  and have p a ssed  a r e s o lu t io n  to  l i v e  in  accord  w ith  th o se  Coun­
s e l s  . T h erefore  make ye an e f f o r t  so  th a t  th e  l i g h t s  o f  th e  a d v ice  o f  
th e  B le s se d  P e r f e c t io n  may sh in e  from th e pure g la s s  o f your h e a r t s ; r e -  
f l e c t  i t s  sp len d o r s  upon a l l  th e  human organs and th e  s ig n s  o f  sev era n ce  
and a t t r a c t io n  w ith  th e  Love o f  God may appear and become m a n ife s t  from 
your fa c e s  and c h a r a c te r s .  Day and n ig h t  1 am p r a y in g  and beg fo r  you 
D iv in e  C on firm ation s and se ek  fo r  you Supreme A id s , - - s o  th a t a l l  o f  
you may become h ea v en ly  and th e  l i g h t s  of the Kingdom o f  Abha may i l l u ­
mine your h e a r ts  and s o u l s .  - -  - M

Again t h i s  morning th e  B eloved  r e c e iv e d -M ir z a  A li  Akbar and a 
number o f  o th er  f r i e n d s ,  and ex h o rted  them to  become th e  v a l ia n t  so ld ie r v  
o f  th e  Kingdom o f  Abha and th e  s ta n d a r d -b ea r er s  o f  th e  Army o f  L ig h t . 
Then he came ou t in  th e  g a rd en , w alked around fo r  a few m inutes and s a t  
on a c h a ir  in  th e  su n s h in e , a sk in g  me to  g iv e  him th e  book o f  T a b le ts  
so  th a t  he m ight c o r r e c t  th o se  l a t e l y  r e v e a le d . For n e a r ly  an hour he 
was d o in g  t h i s  d e l ig h t f u l - w o r k . Then he came to us and spoke about the  
s c ie n c e  o f  a v ia t io n ,  p r e d ic t in g  th e  tim e when ev ery  r ic h  man w i l l  own 
an a ero p la n e  in  th e  same manner th a t  th ey  are now owning a u to m o b ile s .

Many s tu d e n ts  went to  Acca to d a y , end retu rn ed  in  th e  e v e n in g . For 
o n ly  a few m inutes th ey  met him in  th e  gard en , as he was on h i s  way fo r  
th e  custom ary w a lk .

In  th e  ev en in g  he was a g u e s t  a t  th e  house o f  M irza Mohse n .where 
a prom inent Arab gentlem an was to  m eet h im . Ha had h i s  supper th e r e ,  
and s ta y e d  t i l l  l a t e .  I w ish ed  so  much to  be th e re  to  hear him sp ea k .
I can never get enough o f  H is Golden Words!

Ahmad Soh rab .
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Dear E rlen d s : -  '* , ' • " ‘ ■ ■
' I t  .was ,4 P .m. '.J^pe^s.un' ...vss § lp w ly  r e c l in in g  tow ard: thé -w estern  

h o r iz o n  Í {to^ hé.: ..b ïad én rb ék ^  N ature was ; e n fo ld e d  in  the
la p  o f  lu x u r io u s  s i l e n 6 e , ,J!t % ‘b ir d s  o f  in s p ir a t io n  were f l u t t e r i n g  
t h e i r  w ings in  th e  h ig h e r  r e g io n s  o f  th e  s o u ls  ; . t h e ,d e l i c a t e  sc e n t  o f  
th e  f lo w e r s ,  u n h era ld ed ; s t o l e  i t s  way in to  th e  upper sp h ere  o f  th e  
m inds; th e  m agic c l ^  Of th e  E a stern  R ad iance en ­
v e lo p ed  the; s p i r i t s ^  th e  ^ i v i n e  Id ea*  o f  C rea tio n  was s lo w ly U n fo ld e d  
b e fo r e  th e  w ondering gaze o f  man! The b e l ie v e r s  were sa u n te r in g  in  
th e  r o s e -g a id e n  and:.speaking about th e  L ig h t o f  th e  w o r ld —when as in  
answer to  t h e ir  e a r n e s t  p rayer  th e  door was opened and th e  M aster came 
o u t .  No so o n er  had th e y  se e n  him than th ey  s to o d  in  rev e re n c e  b e fo re  
h i s  s im p le , y e t : a w e -in sp ir in g , P r e s e n c e . W hile w a lk in g  to  and fro  
am ongst th e v flo w e r -b e d s  >; th e  sun  stream ed down upon h is  w h ite  l o c k s ,  
i t s  go ld en  r a y 8 ,  a n d .e n c ir c le d  him w ith  a h a le  o f  su p e rn a tu r a l b e a u ty .
He spoke on th e  "guidance o f  G od.M L aying a good fo u n d a tio n  fo r  h is  
forth com in g  rem ark s, he s a id :  “God, a d d r e ss in g  one of th e  g r e a t  P r o ­
p h e ts  o f  th e  p a s t , , sa y s  ; 'D ost thou  f in d  thou a r t  a b le  to  gu id e  a b lin d  
man, a lth o u g h  he d o e s  h o t  see?. A rt thou ca p a b le  to  s u f f e r  a  d e a f  man 
t o  h e a r , w h ile  t h i s  power i s  n o t g iv e n  him ?- -  - ’ O ften  one f a l s e  s t a t e  
ment f in d s  g r e a te r  cred en ce  than a  thousand words o f  T ru th . When th e  
v e i l  o f .n e g l ig e n c e  and i n j u s t i c e  c o v er s  th e  p u p i ls  o f  th e  e y e s ,  man 
becomes b l in d  to  th e  m ost p la in  f a o t s . -  -  -Once th ey  saw H is H o lin e ss  
C h r is t  f l y i n g  away w ith  g r e a t 'h a s  te »  They asked  Him: ’Why a r t  Thou 
ru n n in g  do f a s t ? ’ He answ ered: * I am tr y in g  to  escap e  from th e  d u lla r d
'O h !' th e y  r e p l ie d :  .’H ast Thou n o t  th e  Most G reat Name o f  God? W ith th a t  
Name Thou h a s t  h e a le d  th e  b l in d ,  and th e  d e a f ,  and th e  m u te , and r a is e d  
th e  d ead ! Why d id s t  Thou n o t  read  i t  over th e  d u l la r d ,  so  th a t  he may 
become i n t e l l i g e n t ? ’ C h r is t  answ ered: ’ I  w h isp ered  th e  M ost G reat 
Name o f  G o d in to  th e  e a r s  o f  th e  d e a f  and he found h e a r in g  ; th e  b lin d  
found  s i g h t ,  and th e  lame le a p t  and th e  dead w ere qu ick en ed ; but 1 r e ­
p e a te d  th e  same Name a  thousand tim es  to  th e  d u l la r d , and saw no change 
in  h im . T h erefo re  -Z. sua f l y i n g  away from him ’. * -  -  -  -When Moses go t  
down from Mount S in a i  and saw H is p e o p le  , how th ey  had corru p ted  them­
s e l v e s  by th e i worship: b f  t h e  igo ld en  C a l f , s a y in g :  ’These be th y  G ods,
O I s r a e l ,  w h ich  brought th e e  up ou t o f  th e  land  o f  E g y p t! ' h i s  w rath  
waxed h o t  a g a in s t  them , and a t  t h e ir  s t i f f - n e c k e d n e s s , and he s a id  to  
one o f  th e  w o rsh ip p ers: 'Why d id s t  thou w orsh ip  t h i s  go ld en  c a l f ?  Why 
d id s t  thou o f f e r  b e fo r e  i t  bu rn t o f f e r i n g s , and brought p e a c e -o f f e r in g s ?  
Was i t  n o t fa sh io n e d  w ith  a  g r o o v in g - to o l  a t  th y  hands? Thou h a s t  cbm- 
m itte d  in d eed  a g r e a t  s in !  Thou d id s t  s e e  so  many m ir a c le s  perform ed by 
Jehovah in  th e  lan d  o f  E g y p t, and y e t  doubted H is E x is te n c e  and a v a i l  -
in g  t h y s e l f  o f  my d e la y  upon Mount S in a i ,  thou d id s t  go to  Aarop and 
sa y  unto him: Up, make us Gods, w h ich  s h a l l  go b e fo r e  us ; fo r  as fo r  
t h i s  M oses, th e  man th a t  brought us up ou t o f  th e  land  o f  E g y p t, we wot 
n o t  what i s  become o f  h im . What d id s t  thou se e  in  t h i s  g o ld en  c a l f  to  
e x c i t e  th y  a d o r a tio n ?  E very  day thou d id s t  doubt my d iv in e  m is s io n ,b u t  
th o u  d id s t  never, e n te r ta in  th e  same doubts about t h i s  go ld en  c a l f .  Now 
d e a f  and b lin d  thou  a r t ! 1 -  -  -When th e  Guidance o f  God i s  vou ch safed  to  
u s ,  we are en ab led  to  throw away f a l s e  id e a s  and erroneous th ou gh ts.T h e  
a n g e ls  o f  P ro v id en ce  must come to  our a s s i s t a n c e ,  the C on firm ation s o f  
God must e n c ir c le  u s , so  th a t  we may become m in d fu l, aw are, i n t e l l i g e n t



J u ly  1 8 , 1914 -8*

and c o n sc io u s  o f  our own m ista k e s  and sh o r tc o m in g s . -  -  -P a ith  and a s ­
su ran ce are th e  two g i f t s  th a t  are bestow ed upon us through  th e  Guidance 
o f  GOD. -  - -Y ears ago th e r e  was in  A cca a  S c o t t i s h  woman m is s io n a r y .
She was m ost z e a lo u s  in  her p r o s e l y t i n g , but w ith  l i t t l e  r e s u l t .  She 
d id  n ot l i k e  us a t  a l l ,  h u t whenever I met h er  I  in q u ire d  about her
h e a l t h .  One day I was s i t t i n g  in  fr o n t  o f  a  s t o r e  in  th e  Bazaar* and
w ith  me th e r e  was a J ew ish  Bahai by th e  name o f  M irza A z z iz o l la h .  W hile 
we w ere t a l k i n g , I  saw M iss Ramsay<paso; by ; l l  c a l l e d  a f t e r  h e r ,  and
sh e  came back . ’Do you s e e  t h i s  man?' I  a sk ed . ’Form erly he was a Jew
and d i s l ik e d  C h r is t ,  b u t now through  th e  Guidance o f  GOD he has b e ­
come a b e l ie v e r  in  Him and w orsh ip s H im .1. ’O h!1 I s  t h i s  t r u e ? ’ sh e e x ­
c la im e d . ’Am I p erm itted  to  ask  him a few  q u e s t io n s ? ’, ’S u r e ly ’ , I  a n s­
w ered . ’You may ask him as many q u e s t io n s  as you l i k e . V Then tu rn in g  
h er  f a c e ,  s^e a sk e d , p u z z l in g ,  ’Do you b e l ie v e  in  C h ris t  a s . your S av i our 
’Yes he s a id  . ’How d id  y o u  come t o ; b e l^ e y e .tn  you want me
to  t e l l  you? S c r ip tu r a l, or r a t i o n a l  P r p e fb ÿ ’^; ’S c r ip stu r a l p r o o fs  .* Then 
f o r  n e a r ly  h a l f  an hour t h i s  Jew spoke in  a  m ost e lo q u e n t la n g u a g e , b r in g  
in g ^ in  quotations,- a fte r ' q u o ta tio n s  from th e Old T estam ent to  prove „the 
v a l i d i t y  o f  C h r is t .  Then- .she a s X e d v f o f - . w e r e  
p r e se n te d  wi .th,. é  quai ; ,..f o r e e  a n d /f lu e n c y .v  .moments" o f - s i l e n c e
sh e  .sa id : ’T h is i s  ind eed  a m ir a c le ,  a m ost w on derfu l th in g  th a t  cou ld  
ev er  happen . But I have one o b j e c t io n ^ 0 b f f e r :  I  would have been most 
th a n k fu l to  y o u ,/ if  you had KEPT him:'; ;̂*th.fgV. jfbt&taiti;. o.f ; C h fis t; , bu t you 
have made h im ..b e lie v e  in  Baha’o ’ l l a h  Snd. a l l  the o th e f  p ro p h ets  . ’ She, 
cou ld  no.t r e a l i z e  th a t ’ th e  b e l i e f  o f  t h i s  jew: in  C h r is t  on ly  through  
th e  e 'f f ic à c y o of. th e  Words o f  Baba*.o'*.lli;^ whe11whs v e r y 'a n ­
g ry  w ith  me,' one day. I t o ld  h e r : ’D ost thou know how; much I lo v e  th e e ? ’
’How co u ld -1  gues ? ’ sh e an sw ered ,. g r u f f l y . ■ I  lo v e  th e e  as much as 
thou h a te s t .m e .î ’ M 'J"

'This morning thé. Beloved; went out and bn h i s  ret'tirn he c a l le d  me 
in to  h i s  p resen ce  . Bor n e a r ly  '"two' h o h fs ; , .;^
o f  th e  b e l ie v e r s  , and he d ic ta t e d  answ ers . w/;_ . '

T his ev en in g  th ere  was a la r g e  m e e tin g , and. th e  B eloved  , h a v in g  
j u s t  retu rn ed  from a walk w ith . M irZja,-;ïfib^aii‘;.;Aïlr ï;1 , a le n g th y  
t a l k  on th e  tru e  n atu re  o f  w o r sh ip . Hé s a i d ,  in  p a r t :  "Tonight th e y  are  
h o ld in g  th e  B ea st o f  E l i j a h  oh th e  top  o f  Mo.unt Caxm el. in  memory o f h is  
d e sc e n t  to heaven in  a c h a r io t  o f " f ir e n t  I t  i s  m ost s i g n i f i c a n t  th a t the  
J ews , G hr i s  t ia n s  and' Mohammedans - are  c e le b r  a t in g  t h i s  fe a s  t  ■ in  c ommon , 
w ith o u t any r e l ig i o u s  p r e ju d ic e .  Thousands o f  men, women and c h ild r e n  
came from the; n e ig h b o r in g  towns and p i l l a g e s ,  and .' f i l i^ th è - 'fa th e r  la r g e  
t a b le - la n d  and d rin k  and danois ciaàd';#frife; á l l ; n ig h t  i';;D:i ď rýbu'''.hó't- see' so  
many co m p a n ies, w ith  t h e ir  d o n k e y s , g o in g  up th e  iflouhtairi t h i s  a ftern o o n  
I t  i s  v ery  s tr a n g e  to  s e e  how man* i s  ewjer prompt t d a s s o c l a t e  w orsh ip  
and prayer w ith  c e r ta in  .forms o f  amusements arid-pas tim e ë ! There i s  the  
M oulave s e c t  amongst th e  MohamriedanZ , who :a t  a  s p e c i f l e d  hour g a th er  in  
a h a l l ,  and w h ile  one p la y s  on th e  tam bouririe, th e  b th er  d a n c e , g o in g  
through  d e f i n i t e  m otions and g y r a t io n s . They c la im  in  t h i s  mariner th e y  
are w o rsh ip p in g  God and- commemorate H ie ' h;'r  •

. ■.■.•at ^iAháad:?àdhrábv,-■■ fo  -W'vo;;
' , -v;.'. . V H:\M iW h ■/4 '/. r\l à;? ■ - s '
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Bear F rien d s : -
• ■ - " - ' I  V '  v  i  Í / '  i i :  i '  ■ .

;.4 t  ̂l a s t  th e  day^ of t h e ir  'd e p a r tu r e 1 c<ame, a n d 'f iv e  o f  them l e f t  
H a ifa  fo r e p a r t  ,S á id  r.-Frpm.;th^'.e.,' ;,ÍŽiřza '.Mahmoud. w i l l  le a v e  fo r  In d ia  : 
Ers.„.-SáiQcgenj^Hófiggl 'A ga'Saý^ X ?M ^a 'and Aga A sea d o lla h  fo r  London, and 
K irza  !:H ah h i^ p ïÎ^ ,:K 3aftd ah ^ é^ |^ ftrH ir ia iA zzi2 ç l l a h  Khan fo r  S t u t t g a r t . 
From, our s ta n d p o in t  , ,w§. were..';sad to  s e e  th e s e  f r ie n d s  d ep a rt from us ; 
huV.ágáln*wfeý^ tb  '.see- th e y  are' chosen  by th e ' lo r d  and se n t
away to  prom ote th e  G la d -t id in g s  o f  th e  Kingdom o f  G ood -w ill and. Peace . 
T h is ..aóřpiiífejvlifiie' :ê ô$ £ , o ^ ï% à y4nj6b - h le 'p r e sen ce  o.ur two • young C o l­
le g e  mè.n.*: ;•#*$. g à * j* ^!?»rá-í..Tat)Í^’‘'íwr i  t t  èn w i th.' h i  s  own h an d s, th e  tr a n s -  
l a t i o n  o f  w h ich  i s  as fo l lo w s

... ••his : Honor l i ir z a  H ab b ib b lleh ’ and M irzà A z s iz o l la h  Khan have peerrais - 
s io n  to  ta k e  a  .tr ip  to;E urope f o r ( the. sake, o f  th e  d i f f u s io n  o f the BTa-
grances, o f  . God and th e  m eètin g  o f  th e  b e l ie v e r s ..o f  God,' so  t h a t  th e y  /
may s a c r i f i c e  % heirri i y é e  ■ ïn \$ fa 'ÿ ,ü iv in è  P a th . (S ig n ed ) Abdul Baha Ahhas .

. In  'the' p o h r s V o f  ■ h is -  cp ay-e^ sa tib n , he to ld  them :-
•'You are th e  a n g e ls  o f  th e  Kingdom o f  Abha ; gu id e  th e  p e o p le .  You 

a r e  th e  r  gye^of. the Sun . o f  R e a l i t y  ; bestow  Upon them l i g h t  . You are 
th e  t r e e s  Orchard of  ̂ Gjodl produce lo v in g , f r u i t s , You are the
w ater, -.of E te r n a l L i f e ' ;a l la y  th e  th ir s t"  o f  mankind . You are the guide© 
o f  th e  r o y a l .  P a tli o f  the Kingdom; lea d  the w andering ones hack to  the  
f o l d .  On .t h is  tr ip ,"  through  the a s s is t a n c e 1 and ^providence o f  God ,you  
m ust-perform  m ir a c le s  . '... .Your .'speech must " b e-d elivered  w ith  the utm ost 
s p ir i t u a l ly ' . - - - - - S p e a k .  i n rp u b lic  m e e t in g s . God w i l l  su p p ort y o u . D e­
l i v e r  ta lk s  on U n iv e r sa l L o v e , th e  g r e a tn e s s  o f  th e  Cause o f  B a h a 'o ’ l la h  
th e  p e n e tr à t ip h  o f  . t h e ; ,)ÿord, o:f  'G od , and th e  G eneral P r in c ip le s  o f  the  
R e v e la t io n ;  bf; Balia* o t l la h T  " I y:hop e you w i l l  f i l l  th e  minds w ith  the  
tum ult and a cc la m a tio n  o f  th e  K ingdom , s e t  aglow  the h earts' w ith  the  
F ir e  o f  R ê a ï i t y  and spread  fair and w ide th e  good news o f  th e  K ing o f  
E te r n a l L i f e .  — - M

D uring th e  d a y , th e  M aster c a l le d  each  p erson  more than once in to  
h is  p r e sen ce :,'-g iv in g  th^ml d e t a i le d  in s tr u c t io n s  in  regard  to  th e ir  
work in  th e ir , .respective", f i e l d ’s;;, ."thus1 they may occupy t h e ir  tim e w ith  
th e  utm ost severan ce' and a t t r a c t io n  in  th e  sp read  o f  th e  Cause o f  God, 
th e  encouragem ent ,o f  ,-íhe. .h ě l íě y .é r ^ ^ h ^ ^ f u r l  th e  stan d ard  o f  U n iv e r sa l  
P e a c e , arid, th e  ; r  a i  s in g  ] o f  thé: -hry, ‘ o f  Ya Baha E l Ahha f r  om th e  d ep th s  o f  
t h e ir  h e a r ts  . ^ ,.v 1:- ,

FQr..:acío n g  tim e th e  W est has "been sen d in g  m is s io n a r ie s  to  th e  E a s t .  
In  many c a s e s ’ th e s e  m iss io h a r ie s  háve n o t q u ite  su cceed ed  in  th e ir  m is ­
s io n s , ,  te ^ a tise  ith ey '-lack ed  ;tiie ^ o e t o i i c  f i r e  and f a i t h ,  I b e l ie v e  i t  
was S a lis b u r y  who - s a id ’ .-itíien''we'‘i)i/'an't' '.to e x p l o i t  -and conquer a cou n try  we 
f i r s t  send ; our m is s io n a r ie s  w ith  the g o s p e l .th e n  t h e .m erchants w ith  
t h e i r  w ares and l a s t  ‘t h e - s o ld ie r s  w ith  th e ir  r i f l e s  ..  The o r ie n t a l  n a ­
t i o n s ,  hayin g; o h se x y e d v,iwith ;thé:lr.. owxi.'„eyes how 'th is  .has been tru e  in  the  
p a s t ,  th ey  lo o k  w ith  d i s t r u s t  and s u s p ic io n  upon a l l  m iss io n a ry  a c t i v i ­
t i e s  . G^arkf y o u ;, th ey  ’h r ,e '1 n o t 'j-d 'isreepectfu l ''toward them , th ey  honor them , 
th e y  m ention  the, g o o d .th e y -h a v e ; d o n e , the s c h o o ls  and c o l le g e s  th ey  have 
founded;. the.^-diepensarlftSn^^bhÇ fPi^^® -'-t iiey  ftave • op en ed , but th ey  dp 
n o t p u t t h e ir  w hole-hearted"  t r u s t  in  them . T his f e e l i n g  o f t e n  rem ains 
u n m an ifested  to  Europeans , but i s  c le a r  to  O r ie n ta l  p e o p le .  T h is g iv e s  
us the id e a  th a t  in  a l l  m iss io n a ry  propaganda a l l  p e r s o n a l ,  denom ination  
a l , r e l i g i o u s  and n a t io n a l  i n t e r e s t s  must be made s u b s e r v ie n t  to  th e  
C h r is t  i n t e r e s t . N ow -a-days t h i s  a l l - im p o r ta n t  p o in t  i s  f o r g o t t e n .
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Tners arc many C h r is t ia n  'or Church m is s io n a r ie s  , hut v ery  few C h r ist  
m is s io n a r ie s  .

On th e ''o th er  hand,, th e  Bahai m is s io n a r ie s  g o in g  to  the West aro 
n o t anim ated ■with any o f  th e se  m ercenary id e a s  . T h eir  c a p i t a l  i s  the 
Knowledge - o f  G o d t h e i r  s a l a r ie s  are the G lad -tid in g®  o f  th e  K.ingdt1’?1- 
o f  B rother h ood , th e  ii* m ed ic in e  c h e s ts  c o n ta in  the p r in c ip le s  and" i d u e ls  
o f  D iv in e - .C iv i l iz a t io n .,  th e ir  weapons are th e  p e n e tr a t in g  r a y s  o f  the  
Sun o f  D iv id e  L ove, th e ir  “home o f f i c e "  i s  'in  the world o f L ig h t ,T h e ir  
reward i s  . from th e  Lord o f  H o s t s a n d  th e ir ' tenance ie  thc^Brcntb  
o f  tire H oly S p i r i t .  '

About fo u r  ^Vclo.ch",.:.-our. P e r s ia n  b r o th e r s  and M rs. Eo&gg s ta r t e d  
fo r  the s tea m er , and many b e l ie v e r s  fo llo w e d  them to  th e  P ie r  to  b id  
them' f a r e w e l l . .They '-were: a l l  s a d - to  be se p a r a ted  from the lia s te r  , but 
happy in . t h e  th ou gh t th a t  th e y  w i l l  be busy la b o r e r s  in  the V ineyard  
o f  th e  L ord . ■■

The d e c o r a te d , illu m in e d  p e t i t i o n  to  the M a ste r , s ig n e d  by a l l  
th e  D e le g a te s  p r e sen t, a t  th e  Mashrak E l Askar C onvention  in  Chicago » 
and w hich  was forw arded .to'. th e  H oly Land., Was s e n t  to  In d ia  by I '.irm  
Mahmoud, so  th a t  he may ..show, i t  to  fr ie n d s  and s t r a n g e r s . I t  was a 
la r g e  book o f  many p ages.»•.. T h e-/d ecoration s were ex ecu ted  b e a u t i f u l ly  and 
a r t i s t i c a l l y . .  'b",v

And now we must b id  fa r e w e ll  to  our dear b r o th e r , K irza  Mahmoud , 
and w ish  him a happy end s u c c e s s f u l- j o u r n e y .  Pare th e e  w e l l ,  my tr a v -  
e l l in g c o m p a n io n  and; my /b e loved  f r ie n d t  . Thou h a s t  ever  been a good ond 
f a i t h f u l ' s e r v a n t  u f  .Abdul Baha:. Thou h a s t  lea rn ed  w e l l  and done w e l l ,  
and now thou  a r t  e n te r in g  in  : th e  Joy  o f  thy  L ord, w hich i s  no o th er  
than  the jó y  o f ,S e r v ic e .  " Eor more than two y ea rs we were f e l lo w - s e r  -• 
v a n te  a t  "the Court .of ..Abdul B ába. In  Am erica and E u ro p e , in  Egypt and 
S y r ia ,  we W itnesseel to g e th e r  -the G lory o f  the B eloved  and the D iv in e  
Sway o f  "the Word o f  , God. 1 have no doubt th e  f r ie n d s  everyw here w i l l  
pray- in  th y  b e h a lf  , eo th a t  th e  C on firm ation s o f  the Kingdom o f  H o lin e ss  
may e n c ir c le '  th ee  and: thou, m ayst become a s s i s t e d  w ith  th e  A n gels o f  the 
Supreme Cdncpurs© . E r è . lo n g  w e' s h a l l  hear th e  new® o f  thy s p i r i t u a l  
v i c t o r i e s ‘ from I n d ia . P a r e w e l l , my good b r o th e r \  1 s h a l l  alw ays remember 
t h e e .  How ..fo r tu n a te  thou a r t  to  be so  fa v o red !

Ju k i a t  t h is  w r it in g  I' r e c e iv e d  the HEW HEJ&DRMER , o f I n d i a  plated  
J u n e , 1 9 1 4 . I t  c o n ta in s  th e  t r a n s la t io n  o f th e  B e lo v e d 's  T a b l e t  lo the  
E d ito r *  and an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  “The L ogic  o f  the Bahai , " by Mr .S h ir a z i  . 
As t h is  - e x c e l l e n t  m agasine p u b lish e s  m onthly a r t i c l e s  cn the Bahai Have - 
l a t i o n ,  the B eloved  w i l l  be p le a s e d  i f  some o f  th e  B ehais in  Amor le a  and 

'Europe su b sc r ib e  fo r  i t .  I t s  annual s u b s c r ip t io n  i s  4 Rupees , •‘/n ich  i s  
1 b e l ie v e  about One D o lla r  and f o r t y  c en te  . Those d e s ir in g  to su b scr ib e  
may do bo by w r it in g  d i r e c t ly  to  the E d ito r ,  hew Reformer , D - Gopaui 
G h e tty , 15 Venicetroyan L ane, Park Town, Madras I n d ia .

The M aster lo v e s  to  s e e  the B ah ais becoming a c t iv e  i n  I n d i a ,  so  
th a t  th a t  cou n try  may become a  m agnetic  c e n tr e  o f  the Love o f  God. , 7/arm in  
th e  b lood  w hich  i s  b e in g  c ir c u la t e d  through the a r t e r i e s  end v e i n s  o f  
th e  human b od y . Per the p r e se n t  the. c o n d it io n s  ore v e r y  f a v o r a b le , and 
t h e r e  i s  ev ery  in d ic a t io n  th a t  ere  l o n g ,  s o  f a r  as  t h i s  Cause  i s  c o n ­
c e r n e d ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be a v e r i t a b le  e f f l o r e s c e n c e  o f  t h e  Be,ha I d e a l s  a l l  
over th a t  c o u n tr y , and many p e o p le  w i l l  come and l i s t e n  to  th e  Word of  
u od .

(Do s ig n a tu r e )



B alla i lia s t  Mount Carmel ,H aifo  Dyr is. .
' J u ly  20 ,1914

Dear P r ie n d s î -

Our dear b ro th er  , - Mir zá'--Al i  Akbar R a fesisja n y , w ith  a b e l ie v e r  from  
M arv, l e f t  th is e v e n in g  fo r  C o n s ta n t in o p le , item  th a t  p o in t  th ey  -.will 
p roceed  to  R u ss ia  and then  P e r s ia .  The M aster r e c e iv e d  them two or 
th r e e  tim es d u rin g  th e  .day, pointing upon them hi© r i c h e s t  "b lessings and 
" b en ed iction s 'When we ascen ded  .the M ountain t h i s  ev en in g  and en tered  
th e  P i lg r im s !  Home.:, f o r  the* f i r s t  tim e X found no p i lg r im s —'everybody  
had l e f t  and; th e . empty., room s1''and quiet" surroundings" echoed  hack the 
p le a s a n t  memories of. t h o s e - s t i r r i n g ,  happy, crowded months o f  th e  p a s t .  
Aga. Mohammed.:Has8an -.looked s le e p y  and f o r lo r n .  Ke m issed  the b r ig h t  
fa c e s  o f  t h e .p i l grime who g r e e t  him ev ery  n ig h t  on th e ir  r e tu r n  from  
the. house of:; th e  .'.Beloved, I -could n o t h e lp  but th in k  o f  the many, many 
p ilg r im s  who-have come and gohe d u rin g  th e  p a s t  sev en  m onths. What d id  
th e y  ga in  T* h ile  th e y  s ta y e d  -in. the H oly Lend? W ill the Eue tern  world 
be made r i c h e r , ' m ore. to le r a n t  , more s u s c e p t ib le  to  s p i r i t u a l "id e a l e b e ­
ca u se  o f th e s e  p i lg r im s  retu rn ed  to  t h e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  c o u n tr ie s ,  w ith
t h e ir  h e a r ts  and m inds f u l l  o f  th e  knowledge o f  the Lord? W ill th ey  
quicken th e  d ead , and .sp read  th e  G la d -t id in g s  o f  th e  Kingdom? J u s t as 
th e  body o f  man i s  composed o f  m i l l io n s  and m i l l io n s  o f  a c t i v e ,  l i v i n g  
c e l l s ,  each  c e l l  or. each group o f  c e l l s  p erform in g  a s p e c i f i e d  w ork, 
su p p ly in g  an d . in  tu rn  demanding co -o p era tio n ^ a n d  a s s is t a n c e  from other  
c o lo n ie s  o f  c e l l© —lik e w is e  ti.© Bahai Cause i s  a  v a s t  c o - o p e r a t iv e , 
d iv in e  S o c i e t y ,  each,member or ea ch  Assem bly co rresp o n d in g  to  a c e l l  or 
a community'"of c e l l o ,  d evotir ig  t h e ir  tim e and en ergy  to  th e  fu r th era n ce  
o f  a number, o f  d e f in i t e ,  p r in c ip le s  and i n d ir e c t ly  h e lp in g  o th er  as - 
e e n b l ie s  who. are w id e ly  s c a t t e r e d  but b e lo n g  to  th e  same bod y, and fo r  
t h e ir  nourishm ent d ep end ing  upo.n th e  same c e n tr e .  Hence th e se  p ilgrim ©  
are th é  s p i r i t u a l  c e l l e  ;o f  the. s p i r i t u a l  body, c l o s e l y  con n ected  w ith  
th e  id e a l  C en tra l, Kerypus System  o f  th e  C ausé, and resp o n d 'im m ed ia te ly  
to  h id  s l i g h t e s t  command or s u g g e s t io n .  J u s t  as th e  b ra in  la  the g rea t  
c e n tr e  "of th e  nervous sy stem  and i t s  fu n c t io n  i s  to  govern a l l  the o r ­
gans o f ' t h e  body, and: to. causé?,•them a l l  to  work to g e th e r  fo r  th e  common 
good , s i m i la r l y  Abdul'Baha:,. as;g;the s p i r i t u a l  gu ide and p r e c e p to r  o f  the  
Bahai C au sé , i s  g u id in g  and c o n t r o l l in g  the w e lfa r e  and p r o s p e r ity  o f  a l l  
th e  B ah ais A gain’",'J. úe ť‘ 'as .from, .every c e l l  comes a c e l ] , ,  l ik e w is e  th o se  
B ah aisp ilgrixris , r e a l i z i n g  t h e ir  ’r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  , are d e v o tin g  a l l  th e ir  
opare time, to  the .teaching, o f  the, C ause, the .prom otion o f  the d iv in e  
p r in c ip le s  ;.. for  they k n o w lit  i s  o n ly  through th e ir  c e a s e le s s  a c t i v i t y  
th a t  th e  number , of. the. Bahais- i s  b e in g  in c r e a se d  and th e .P la g  o f  U n iver­
s a l  P eace r a is e d  h ig h e r ,.

A l l  t h i s  morning th é  B eloved  .was busy r e c e iv in g  f  r ie n d s  and s trang­
e r s ,  and f i l l i n g . h i s  environm ent w ith  th e  su n sh in e  o f  h i s  h a p p in ess and 
j o y .  He gave me about 30 T a b le ts  to  be t r a n s la t e d  and m ailed  to  th e ir  
r e s p e c t iv e  d e s t in a t io n s .

I t  was about 2 p .rn ., and. I .w a s  b u s i ly  t r a n s la t in g ,  when I heard the  
v o ic e , o f  ik e  M aster in  fr o n ty o f  t h e . d o o r . ,1  h u rr ied  out o f  my room and 
sen// th a t he .was. a lr e a d y ■ I n f íh e  c a r r ia g e , w hich was b e in g  d r iv en  toward
th e  Tomb o f  the Bab*. W ithout w a it in g ,  X fo llo w e d  on f o o t ,  and as ha
f i , i f à f i ^ t i S “8 e Î f e t î 8 | ^ Î S | r l a ai e ^ e ï & Î 8  .3ai& t e fc§ÍSg
a t  i i r s t  about some in c id e n ts  r e l a t i v e  to  the b u i ld in g  o f  the Tomb\
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reco u n tir ig  most" in t e r e s t in g ly '  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  overcome and the obs ta  - 
cle©  rem oved,' W hile he was r e l a t in g  ho* th e  s u c c e s s iv e  o b s tr u c t io n s  
were taken away and the road p a v ed , one cou ld  n o t h e lp  b r in g in g  to  
mind, the sa y in g  o f  a g r e a t  European sc h o la r  co n cern in g  th e  c h a r a c te r ­
i s t i c s  o f  th e  G reat 'Man: "The mind th a t  never wanders , th e  eye th a t  
n ev er  b le n c h e s  and the, w i l l  th a t  n ever r e la x e s ."

Then; h e /r e la t e d  t h e 1 sto'fy"” o f  a -M otosarraf o f  Acca who s e v e r a l  
y e a rs  ago t r ie d  h is  b e s t  to  hárifl 'th e  b e l i e v e r s . "There was a M otosar­
r a f  , ” he . s a id ,  "by th e  name o f  Abdor -Rahman P a sh a . In  some ways he b e ­
came m ost in im ic a l  a g a in s t  u s . He d id  h ie  b e e t  to  f in d  a p r e t e x t ,  no 
m atter  how in a c c u r a te , and th u s -s e n te n c e  us to  e x i l e  or o th e r  forms o f  
p u n ish m en t. • One ev en in g  he 'c a l le d  on th e  M of-ti, and to ld  him he had 
r e c e iv e d  a cablegram  .from the 'Sublime P o rte  w hich s ta t e d  th a t  Abbas E f ­
f e n d i ’s power had become so  paramount in  Acca th a t  the. in f lu e n c e  o f  the  
l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  had been n e g l i g i b l e . T h erefore  some p r a c t ic a l  s te p s  
must be taken  to  s to p  t h e ’fu r th e r  sp read  o f  h i s  pow er. The f i r s t  th in g  
to  be done th e  next. day. would be to  c lo s e  th é  shops o f  a l l  th e  P e r s ia n s  , 
a r r e s t  them and throw them in to  p r is o n ;  then  a r r e s t  Abbas E ffe n d i h im ­
s e l f .  In  s h o r t , ,  he b o a sted  o f  th e  many d ir e  punishm ents th a t  he would  
mete out to  us on the morrow. That very  n ig h t  I was in v it e d  to  the  
house o f  B eem -B ash i, and w h ile  I was th e r e  th e y  brought th is - -w h a t  
th e y  termed d i s t r e s s i n g  news . They were v ery  much a g i t a t e d ,  and w ished  
me to send a' cablegram  to  -the G overnor-Gener ?1 b eg g in g  him to- withdraw  
h i a th r e a te n in g  o r d e r s . I to ld  them t h i s  was q u ite  im p o ss ib le ;  th a t  
th ey  sh o u ld  n o t be w or rise 4 ,  and th a t  God knows- b e s t  how to  d e a l w ith  
th e s e  trea ch ero u s  p e o p le  . A fte r  m idn igh t we bade fa r e w e ll  to  our g ra ­
c io u s  h o s t , and each  p erso n  went to  h i s  home to  s l e e p .

E a r ly  in  th e  m orning, we heard someone kn ock in g  a t  th e  door o f  the  
h o u se , and th e  T e leg ra p h  Manager, was ushered in to  my room, ’w ith  beaming 
f a c e .  'V/hat i s  ; th e  news?* I a sk e d . '’Ihave j u s t  r e c e iv e d  a te le g r a m ,'  
he answ ered , ’ from th e  G overn or-G en era l, d ep osin g  the M o to sa r r a f , s t a t ­
in g  th a t  a Com m issioner is' on h is  way to in v e s t ig a t e  h is  a f f a i r s  and 
k i s s  the hands o f  Abbas E f f e n d i i . ’

"On th e  o th er  hand, Abdorr^hman Pasha l e f t  h i s  house v ery  e a r ly  
and ta k in g  w ith  h im  s e v e r a l  guards went to  th e  Bazaar and s to o d  in  a 
c o r n e r . He was w a it in g  fo r  the tim e the b e l ie v e r s  would open th e ir  
s t o r e s ,  th a t  he m ight order th e ir  a r r e s t .  W hile he was thu s w a it in g  
n ev er  r e a l i z i n g  th a t  h i s  doom was a lr e a d y  s e a le d ,  th e  M o fti p a ssed  b y ,
No soon er  d id  he s e e  him than he f le w  o f f  in  a r a g e , f la r e d  up and 
s to r m ed . ’What i s  t h i s  s e c r e t ? ’ he c r ie d  o u t . ’ I hear th a t  th e  Man­
ager  o f  the te le g r a p h  o f f i c e  has c a l l e d  on Abbas E ffe n d i e a r ly  t h i s  
m orning, and th a t  thou h a s t  c a l l e d  a t  the house o f  th e  Ju d ge, a t  an un­
u su a l hour . Aïhat does a l l  t h i s  mean? AVhat i s  t h i s  in t r ig u e  and con ­
s p ir a c y ? ’ The M ofti s a id :  ’Your E x c e l le n c y ’. There i s  no p l o t . O nly I 
h o p e , God w i l l i n g , ,  you w i l l  be- promoted to  a h ig h er  Government p o s i ­
t io n ,  ’ ’O h!’ th e  M otosarraf c r ie d  ou t in  a s to n ish m e n t , u n d erstan d in g  
h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  Cowering and c r in g in g  w ith  f e a r ,  he beckoned to  h is  
guards to  le a v e  the m ark et, and h u r r ie d  back to  h i s  home. Thus in  t h i s
m iracu lou s way he was d e fe a te d  in  c a r r y in g  out h i s  p la n  o f  a r r e s t in g  
and im p r iso n in g  the b e l ie v e r s  ..  That, ev en in g  I was w a lk in g  in  th e  s t r e e t  
and I saw a t a l l  man co v ered  with.; a  counterp ane and a shaw l was wound 
over  i t ,  and on h i s  head he wore ’J a p y -y a r g a l . '  "When 1 approached him I 
was su r p r ise d  to- s e e  the M otosarra f in  t h i s  f a n t a s t i c  d i s g u i s e .  He 
ha.d c a l l e d  on th e  town; com m ission er , who had some in f lu e n c e  w ith  the  
G overn or-G en era l, to  in te r c e d e  fo r  h im , so th a t he m ight be s e n t  away 
w ith o u t the u su a l d is g r a c e  a t te n d in g  th e  d e p o s it io n  o f  a T urk ish  o f f i ­
c i a l .  When he saw me, he began to . p le a d  and im p lo r e , in  order th a t  I
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m ight a ls o  m ed iate  in  h i s  "behalf. ‘You axe th e  o n ly  p erson  in  th e  world* 
he s a i d ,  ‘who does n o t dream o f  any r e t a l i a t i o n ,  "but th e s e  many p erson s  
to  whom I have done e v i l ,  now th a t  th ey  have heard I am d ep o sed , w i l l  
do th e ir  utm ost to  v i l i f y  my' c h a r a c ter  and : r u in  my r e p u ta t io n . You are  
f o r g iv in g .  1 beg you to  come to  my a s s is ta n c e *  A ll  th e  fr ie n d s  know 
how w e l l  I tr e a te d  him , and he l e f t  Acca v ery  happy

; .Af*tó''-ŽP,élatÍh^.'thÍ8 in t e r e s t i n g  s t o r y ,  he conducted a l l  o f  us to  
th e  H oly Tomb o f  th e  Bab, and ch anted  th e  V i s i t i n g  T a b le t in  th e  most 
w on d erfu l c le a r  v o i c e .  E veryone was in  a w o r sh ip fu l a t t i t u d e .  A fte r  
t h i s  h ea v en ly  s e r v i c e ,  he w ent to  th e  P ilg r im s*  Home to  m eet th r ee  Eu­
ropean new spaper-m en. They had brought th e ir  own in te r p r e te r  w ith  
them , so  he d id  n o t  ta k e  me w ith  h im .

The B e lo v e d 's  t a lk  in  th e  ev en in g  was v ery  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  and e v e r y ­
one thou ght i t  was in  r e fe r e n c e  to  th e  u n p le a sa n t a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a number 
o f  h e e d le s s  s o u ls  i n — - - - .  As i t  was r a th e r  s h o r t  and sy m b o lic , I ’« i l l  
b r in g  t h i s  l e t t e r  to  a c lo s e  w ith  i t s  t r a n s la t io n

“Today 1 was th in k in g  over th e  fo l lo w in g  s u b je c t :  The h ea v en ly  farm* 
e r  came and c le a r e d  the. ground from th orn s and t h i s t l e s  . He harrowed the  
f i e l d  and prepared  i t  fo r  p la n t in g .  W ith rhe utm ost t r i a l s ,  s u f f e r i n g s , 
h a r d sh ip s  and v i c i s s i t u d e s  he t o i l e d  on t i l l  th e  lan d  was c le a r e d  o f  a l l  
s p in e s  and underbrush ,. The ground was furrow ed d eep: pure se ed s  were 
sown and£ young t r e e s  p la n te d , so  th a t  in  tim e th e r e  m ight appear a wav-in 
f i e l d  of* wheat and a f r u i t f u l  gard en . He ex p ected  to  r e a l i z e  abundant 
crop s a t  h a r v e s t  t im e ,a n d  abundant f r u i t  d u rin g  th e  se a so n ; thus h ea v ­
e n ly  b le s s in g s  and s p i r i t u a l  f e r t i l i t y  m ight become r e v e a le d . H aving  
p la n te d  th e se  ten d er t r e e s , he i r r ig a t e d  them w ith  th e  Water o f  L ife  
and caused  th e  sun o f  H is Grace to  pour upon them . Then he s e t  about 
in s t r u c t in g  H is se r v a n ts  how to  tak e care  o f  the farm and how to  tr a in  
th e  garden . He e n jo in e d  upon them th a t  i f  th ey  s t r i c t l y  fo llo w e d  th e  
p a th  o f  th e ir  h ig h  d u ty , th e  farm would p rosp er  and be crowned w ith  
many a good c r o p , and th e  t r e e s  would d ev e lo p  and produce many k in d s o f  
f r u i t s .

“Then w h ile  th e  s t a lk s  were y e t  green  and u n r ip e , a number o f  p e o ­
p le  came up and s t a r t e d  to  c u t them w ith  th e  s i c k l e s .  "When th e  o v e rse er  
c r ie d  out to  them: 'What, are you do in g?  Why are you rea p in g  th e  green  
stem s?  T h is i e  n o t j u s t !  The D iv in e  Earner has la b o red  h a rd , so  th a t  a t  
th e  proper se a so n  He m ight ga th er  in  abundant h a r v e s t s P —They answer 
back: 'What do we care  about the la b o r s  o f  th e  D iv in e  Farmer? We are  
in  a h u rr y . We need g ra ss  fo r  our an im als.’ The o v e r se e r  t o ld  them: 
’ th en  go to  th e  p r a ir ie s  and p l a i n s ,  and th e re  you w i l l  f in d  green  g rass  
to  fe e d  your a n im a ls .'  They r e p l ie d :  'Ho* Eo! The p r a ir ie s  are to o  fa r  
aw ay, snd t h i s  farm i s  so  nearlWe have not th e  courage to  v en tu re  out o f  
t h i s  d i s t r i c t ! ’ A gain th ey  s ta r t e d  ou t to  c u t down th e  young t r e e s .  The 
o v e r se e r *  coming u p , asked them im p a t ie n t ly . ’What are you d o in g  again?  
Do n o t chop th e se  ten d er  p la n t s .  Do n o t c u t them down so  m e r c i l e s s ly ! '  
They answ ered: 'D o n 't b o th er  us any m ore. We have n o th in g  to  do w ith  
a g r ic u l t u r a l  p r e c a u t io n s . We need wood, we need k in d l in g s ,  to  make f i r e  
The o v e r se e r  to ld  them: 'T here are m any.w ild  t r e e s  in  th e  j u n g le .  Go 
th e r e  and out as many as you l i k e ,  but le a v e  th e se  t r e e s .  The S p ir i t u a l
Gardener has, p la n te d  t h e s e - t r e e s ,  and He hop es to  g a th er  much f r u i t s ; b u t  
i f  you cu t thèm down now, th e r e  w i l l  be no f r u i t  in  i t s  se a so n ! The gard
en er  has en k in d led  many s h in in g  l i g h t s . .  A l l  o f  a sudden he o b serv es  
th e s e  p e o p le  are  t r y in g  to  e x t in g u is h  th e s e  l i g h t s ,  one by o n e . He de­
mands o f  them: 'Why axe you d o in g  t h i s ? '  They sa y : ‘We lo v e  d a r k n e ss . 
v»e want to  s t e a l  and rob men. We cannot p i l f e r  and p u r le in  w h ile  so  
many l i g h t s  are  b u rn in g . We can o n ly  ca rry  on our b u s in e ss  w h ile
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covered  w ith  th e  m antle  o f  d a r k n e ss ! ' Yihat an in j u s t i c e  i s  t h i s 3 What' 
a cow ard ice i s  . t h i s  !; What, a tyran ny , i s  t h i s  ! What a h e e d le s s n e s s  i s  
th iB  t - - - - - i n  sh o r t,* . the^ p p in t  i s  t h i s  H is H o lin e s s  th e  Bah underwent 
p e r s e c u t io n  and martyrdomV'H is tHo 1 in e  s s, Baha’ q » lla h  a ccep ted  w i l l i n g l y  
s u f f e r i n g s ,  e x i l e s  and t h e i r  a tte n d a n t h a r d s h ip s , u n t i l  a t  l a s t  t h i s  
f i e l d  was c le a r e d  from th e  th orn s and ta r e s  o f  human s e l f i s h n e s s ,  i t  
was furrow ed w ith  th e  hands o f  thou san ds o f  e a r n e s t  s o u l s , th e  pure  
s e e d s  o f  ̂ th e  D iv in e  T each in gs w ere sown and w atered  w ith  th e  b lood  o f  
thou san ds o f  m a r ty r s ./  Nqw ;ih .;hao f a l l e n  to  our l o t  to  su p erin ten d  
t h i s  farm w ith  our c e a s e le s s ,  e f f o r t  and u n t ir in g  e x e r t io n ;  i t  i s  ap - 
p o r t io n e d  to  us to  i r r ig a t e  ond ta k e  c a re  o f  i t —perchance through our 
endeayorvitnej^ 'fc^  *g a th ered  and th e  h e a v e n ly  b le ss in g ®  v o u c h -'
s/a fed  .. Vy:.--:-ýí * . \v

“Those s o u ls  who are a t t r a c te d  w ith  th e  B reath s o f  th e  Holy S p i r i t , 
se v er ed  from a l l  a ls o  sa v e  GOD, are perfumed w ith  the fra g ra n ce  o f  the  
r o se -g a r d e n  o f  Alpha, have renounced e v e r y th in g  e x c e p t th e  g ood -p leasu re  
o f  th e  L ord , are  submerged in  th e  S ea  o f  D iv in e  M ercy, th ey  w i l l  s t r iv e  
by day1'an d  ;by vúfgh i'^ :& h;bhatyth ís i:s p i r i t u ^  farm  may be p r o te c te d  from 
th e  p ro w lin g  o f  ja c k a ls , and th e  ra v a g es  o f  the w o lv e s .  Then day by day, 
th e  green n ess^  th e  lu x u r ia n c e , th e  b eau ty  and th e  verdancy o f  t h i s  farm
w i l l  in c r e a s e  and th o se  who have worked fo r  i t s  p r o te c t io n  en jo y  i t s  
w on d erfu l c o lo r  and l o v e l i n e s s . The b e l ie v e r s  o f  God must e x e r t  them­
s e l v e s  to  sow th e  s e e d s  o f  wisdom and know ledge in  th e  v ir g in  s o i l  o f  
th e  h e a r ts  * and w ater  them w ith  s p i r i t u a l  r a in  d escen d in g  from the h eav­
en o f  th e  D iv in e  W i l l . M

Ahmad Sohrab



Bahai Meet , Mount Carmel .H a ifa , S y r ia .
J u ly  2 } ,  1614

Bear F r ie n d s : -
I s fa n d e y a r , a Z o r o a str ia n  Bahai who .married th e  dau ghter o f  Jam - 

e h e e d , th e  gardener o f  F o rd o u es, l e f t  today  fo r  In d ia  w ith  h ie  B r id e . .
He i s  a t h i n l y - b u i l t  young man, d a r k -fe a tu r e d  and an a c t i v e ,  good 
B a h a i. The B eloved  r e c e iv e d  him t h i s  a fter n o o n  and shov/ered upon him 
h i s  Graces and B o u n ties  . MI h op e,"  he s a id ,  "India w i l l  become the  
b u rn in g  fu rn a ce  o f  th e  Love ô f  God. The p eo p le  o f  th a t  cou n try  are  
v e r y  r e c e p t iv e  and th e ir  le a d e r s  are qu ick  to  p e r c e iv e  th e  need o f  
s p i r i t u a l  and s o c i a l  r e fo r m a tio n . The e d u c a tiv e  and r e fo rm a tiv e  id eas  
must be in tro d u ced  l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  a cco rd in g  to  th e  m ental grasp and 
h a b it s  o f  th e  m a ss e s - -s o  th a t  th e y  may adapt th em se lv es  to  th e  new e n ­
v ironm ent w ith o u t p r o t e s t  on t h e ir  p a r t s .  I t r u s t  th a t  e re  lo n g  sw eet  
fra g r a n c e s  from In d ia  may r ea ch  th e  n o s t r i l s  o f  th e s e  lo n g in g  ones , the  
F la g  o f  Guidance may be r a is e d  and th e  T each ings o f  th e  B le s se d  P e r ­
f e c t i o n  be prom ulgated through, th e  le n g th  and b read th  o f  In d ia ."  A . 
v e r y  lo n g  illu m in a te d  p e t i t i o n  w r it te n  and s ig n e d  by th e  Mew York b e­
l i e v e r s  was s e n t  w ith  Is fa n d ey a r  , so  th a t  he may show i t  to  th e  fr ie n d s  
in  Bombay and o th er  c e n tr e s  . The B eloved  embraced oui’ d e p a r tin g  p i l ­
grim s and k is s e d  him on b o th  h i s  c h e e k s .

A fte r  an h o u r , f i v e  young American te a c h e r s  who are te a c h in g  in  
th r e e  American s c h o o ls  in  Turkey, amongst them R ob ert C o lle g e  in  Con­
s t a n t in o p le ,  c a l le d  on th e  M a ster . They had been a t te n d in g  a M is s io n ­
ary  C onference somewhere in  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Mount Lebanon, and much o f
th e  d is c u s s io n s  was co n cern in g  t h i s  in t e r e s t in g  s u b j e c t .  Having read  
abou t th e  B e lo v e d , and knowing a few  f a c t s  co n cern in g  h i s  t r ip  to  Amer­
i c a ,  th e y  cou ld  n o t o f  c n u r se , p a ss  th ro u g h ,H a ifa  w ith o u t c a l l i n g  on 
th e  M aster and p a y in g  t h e ir  r e s p e c t f u l  homage. One o f  th e  q u e s tio n s  
th e y  asked was th e  M aster’ s  im p r ess io n s  o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  . He s a id  
"The t r u e ,  l i b e r a l ,  r e l i g i o u s  s p i r i t  i s  more in  e v id en ce  in  America than  
in  E u rop e. Prom an e t h i c a l  s ta n d p o in t  th e y  are fa r  ahead o f  European  
n a t io n s .  The American p e o p le  are as a w hole a r e l i g i o u s  p e o p le .  They 
in v e s t ig a t e  th e  R e a l i t y ,  and are f r e e  from th e  f e t t e r s  o f  p r e ju d ic e s  .
The Europeans are n o t d e e p ly  r e l i g i o u s ,  but th e y  have t h e ir  p r e ju d ic e s .  
The Am ericans are an in v e n t iv e  n a t io n .  In  th e  l i g h t  o f  t h e ir  m anifo ld  
in v e n t io n s  t h e ir  s e r v ic e s  to  th e  w orld  o f  hum anity are co n sid er ed  as 
i n c a lc u la b le .  - - - -"

"Is th e r e  any le a d e r s  or head in  the Bahai R e lig io n ? "
"The B ahais are a community o f  c o -o p e r a t iv e  s e r v a n ts .  They have no 

l e a d e r .  T h eir  o n ly  le a d e r  i s  God. They have no ord a in ed  m in is te r s  or 
p r i e s t s .  W hosoever h ears and b e l i e v e s  in  th e  P r in c ip le s  o f  t h i s  C au se , 
i t  i s  r eq u ire d  o f  him to  convey t h i s  M essage to  o th e r s .  The B ahais  
have no o rg a n ized  M issio n a ry  h e a d q u a r te r s . B ecause th e ir  c a r d in a l creed  
i s  th e  F atherhood o f  GOD and th e  B rotherhood o f  man, th e y  have no th e o ­
l o g i c a l  w ran gles and no m eta p h y s ica l s p e c u la t io n s ."

"Do the Bahai T each in gs ren o v a te  th e  in d iv id u a l  p r iv a te  l i f e ?  Or are  
th ey  on ly  a s e t  o f  p r in c ip le s  fo r  th e  adju stm ent o f  g e n e ra l r e la t io n s  
betw een men w ith o u t the n e c e s s a r y  req u irem en t o f  p e r so n a l reg en era tio n ? "

"The T each in gs o f  B a h a 'o ’ l l a h  are the B reath s o f  th e  H oly S p i r i t  
w hich  c r e a te  men anew. P er so n a l p u r i t y ,  b oth  in  p r iv a te  and p u b l ic ,  i s  
em phasised  and in s i s t e d  upon."

"What do the B ahais b e lie v e ? "
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"They b e l ie v e  th a t  mankind must lo v e  mankind; th a t u n iv e r s a l  am ity  
must be p r a c t ic e d ;  th a t  dead dogmaB must be thrown away; th a t  we are a t  
th e  T h reshold  o f  th e  e r a  o f  in terd ep en d en ce; th a t  we muet fo r g e t  p r e ­
j u d ic e s ,  and th a t  U n iv e r sa l Love muet become th e  dom inant n o te  o f  the  
tw e n t ie th  c e n tu r y .”

“What do th e  B ahais te a c h ? ”
"They te a c h  th a t  th e  i n t e r n a l , s p i r i t u a l  Id ea  i s  th e  same in  a l l  r e ­

l i g i o n s ;  th a t  a u n iq u e , g e n e r a l p la n  u n d e r lie s  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  the  
p a s t  P a ith B ; th a t  p r i e s t c r a f t  has d e sc r ib e d  th e  R e l ig io n  o f  God; th a t  
th e  a c t iv e  d iv in e  Id ea  i s  h idden  under th e  in c r u s ta t io n  o f  dead e c c l e e i -  
a s t ic is m ;  th a t  r e l i g i o n  must s h u f f l e  i t s  t a t t e r d  garm ents o f  m ed iaeval 
a g e s  and p u t o n th e  robe o f  U n iv e r sa l P r e c e p ts  o f  God."

"What i s  th e  Bahai P a ith ?  "
"Trust in  God. Be k in d  to  th y  fe llo w m en . P i l l  th e  w orld  w ith  the  

S p i r i t  o f  L o v e . The S p i r i t  o f  P a ith  in  a Bahai i s  v e ry  s t r o n g .  H is
t r u s t  i s  in  th e  Grace p f th e  H oly S p i r i t ."

Then th e y  asked him about th e  h i s t o r y  and th e  te a c h in g s  o f  th e  
C au se, and fo r  n e a r ly  an hour he spoke on th e s e  s u b j e c t s .  A fte r  d r in k ­
in g  t e a  and lem onade th e y  s a id :  "We (b y --W e --th e y  mean th e  m iss io n a ry  
w orld ) are w a tch in g  w ith  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  th e  p r o g r e ss  o f  t h i s  Movement.
Por i t  seem s to  us i t  i s  advancing w ith  g r e a t  r a p id i t y  w ith o u t th e  u s ­
u a l propaganda o r g a n iz a t io n  w hich  to  us h ard -h ead ed , p r a c t i c a l  Americans
i s  so  e s s e n t i a l  and n e c e s s a r y .  We are w a tch in g  to  s e e  what w i l l  be th e
o b j e c t iv e  aims o f  t h i s  C au se."

"The o b j e c t iv e  aims* o f  t h i s  Cause are th e  O neness o f  th e  w orld  o f  
hum anity; U n iv e r sa l P ea ce; U n iv e r sa l Love; I n te r n a t io n a l  c o -o p e r a t io n  
r e c ip r o c i t y ;  th e  prom otion o f  the p r in c ip le  o f  human c o n sa n g u in ity  and 
s o l i d a r i t y ,  and th e  e s ta b lish m e n t  o f  th e  Kingdom o f  God* f i r s t  in  th e  
h e a r ts  o f  men and th en  upon e a r t h .  These are th e  n ob le  o b je c t iv e  a im s. 
Are you n o t  in  sympathy w ith  them? W ill  you n o t a ls o  do your utm ost to  
h a s te n  th a t  day? What harm i s  th e r e  in  t h i s ?  We are w orking day and 
n ig h t  fo r  th e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e s e  Id ea s  and p u r p o se s . God and H is 
se r v a n ts  are  a ls o  p le a se d  w ith  th o se  s o u ls  who are s e r v in g  under a d i f ­
f e r e n t  f l a g  and in  a d i f f e r e n t  camp, to  a c t u a l iz e  th e se  p r in c ip le s  o f  
hum anity ."

Then th e  B eloved  made s e v e r a l  in q u ir ie s  about t h e ir  co lleg e s .n u m b er  
o f  s tu d e n t s ,  d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  a t te n d in g , e t c .  H aving r e c e iv e d  
th e ir  a n sw ers , he s a id :  "The doors o f  C o lle g e s  and U n iv e r s i t ie s  must be 
w ide open to  th e  ad h eren ts o f  a l l  r e l i g i o n s  and th e  members o f  a l l  n a ­
t i o n a l i t i e s  - - s o  th a t  th e s e  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p le  from w id e ly  s c a t t e r e d  coun­
t r i e s  may m eet and a s s o c ia t e  w ith  ea ch  o th e r  in  th o se  e d u c a t io n a l i n s t i ­
t u t i o n s ,  le a r n  ea ch  o t h e r 's  custom s and h a b i t s ,  in terch a n g e  th e ir  id e a s  
and d is c a r d  t h e ir  p u r p o s e le s s  p r e ju d id e s  . In  t h i s  way th e s e  young men 
and women w i l l  grow up w ith  th e  id e a s  o f  w orld  p a t r io t is m . There are a 
number o f  M iss io n a r y  C o lle g e s  in  th e  E a st  th a t  are d o g m a tic a lly  s e c t a ­
r i a n ,  tr y in g  a l l  th e  tim e to  t e a c h  th e  s tu d e n ts  th e  f a l s i t y  o f  t h e ir  
p a r e n ts '  r e l i g i o n s  and th e  grandeur and s u b lim ity  o f  C h r i s t ia n i t y .  The 
n e t  r e s u l t  has been a woé’f ï i l  f a i l u r e ,  fo r  g e n e r a l ly  th e  s tu d e n ts  turn  
o u t o f  the c o l l e g e  w ith  no r e l i g i o n .  Thus i t  has been w itn e ss e d  t h a t > 
when a M iss io n a ry  te^ oh er t r i e s  to  underm ine, e i t h e r  w ith  b i t t e r  a n t i ­
p a th y  or in d ir e c t  r e f e r e n c e s ,  the r e l i g i o n  o f  th e  s tu d e n t s ,  in  w hich  
th e y  have been brought u p , he i s  u n c o n sc io u s ly  underm ining th e  r e l ig i o n  
o f  C h r i s t ia n i t y .

"In. s h o r t ,  in .  t h i s  r a d ia n t  c en tu ry  the^Sun ,qf R e a l i t y ,  has dawned a c a t t e r in g  i t s  b r ig h t  r a y s  upon a l l  h u m a n ity . We are B egin n ing  to  r e a l ­
i z e  th a t  t h i s  g lo b e  i s  one home and a l l  men are b r o th e rs  and s i s t e r s ,  
th e  members o f  one fa m ily ,  th e  s t a r s  o f  one h ea v en , the lamps o f  one 
m ee tin g , th e  p e a r ls  o f  one n e c k la c e , th e  t r e e s  o f  one garden and the
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s ig n e  o f  th e  M eicy o f '.th e  A lm ig h ty . C r e a t io n a lly  th e r e  are no had p eo ­
p l e .  .T h e y -a r e 'a l l  good . ' I t  i a - o n ly  when wè su b v e r t the o r ig in a l  p lan  
c o n c er n in g  our p r o g r e ss  th a t  th e  outcome i s  d i s t o r t e d ,  abnormal, s t a t e s  
o f  b e in g • ::f"irhe\t£e'b pof &nd i s  p la n te d  by God. The o r ig in
i s  one and th e  end must a ls o  be o n e .M

..."When th e y  l e f t  th é  p r e se n c e  o f  th e  B e lo v e d , th ey  wandered a few
m in u tes in  th e  g a r d e n a d m ir in g  th e  f l o w e r s , ’' Ism ael Aga was a t  hand, 
and o f fe r e d  to  each  a l o v e ly  b o u q u et.

In  th e  e v e n in g , Shoughi E f f  e n d i , Houhi E f f e n d i ,  Badi B ushri and 
m y se lf  were in v i t e d  to  d in n er  by the; s tu d e n t s ,  and t i l l  a lm ost m idn ight 
we had a ’m eetin g  o f  p r a y e r , c h a n tin g  a p p ro p r ia te  so n g s , b ecau se  a cco rd ­
in g  to  th e  Mohammedan r eck o n in g  t h i s  was the n ig h t  o f  th e  Martyrdom o f  
the-'BaU,;,

ThîSvm ofninê; th e  B^lpyed hád^a lo n g  t a lk  w ith  a  P e r s ia n  con cern in g  
J u s t i c e , ,  arid.'h iow ^ ^^ í^ oi^ d'’ i n v e s t i g a t e ‘ e v er y  problem  and w eigh  i t  w ith  
th e  s c a l e  o f  h i s  commonsense ; to  ee£  th e  th ings; w ith  h ie  own eyes and 
hear th e  th in g s  w ith  h i s  own e a r s .  He must n o t a c c e p t . an yth in g  on h ea r-  
sa y  or a s s e r t io n ^  and n o t l e t  p r e ju d ic e  d ep r iv e  h im 'o f  im p a r tia l j aug­
m en t. He must t e s t  th e  sou nd ness o f  ev ery  f a c t  and a se a r c h  a f t e r  the  
ultim ate'" reaii'tÿ^t'gfhe^W o^lid :f|)§  • sympó e i  um o f  c o n tr a d ic to r y 's ta te m e n ts  , 
ea ch  communItyl.n^K;'d b b tg^ ú 'l'd ih g í|h é-Idea ; th a t  th ey  are the l a s t  c u s t o ­
d ia n s of, U Ítim á té ;,T xut]^Í^  p a ssa g e  o f  c o n fu s in g  th e o ­
r i e s  i th e  seek er  o f  T ruth must p lo d  a lo n g , g iv in g  qu arter  to  none and 
r e c e iv in g  fa v o r s  from b o n iS - - t i l l  a t  l a s t  e n te r in g  the w orld  o f  l i g h t  
and lo o k in g .'in to '*  U nchangeable T r u th ,

Then T : read, to  "him a few l e t t e r s  j u s t  r e c e iv e d  from In d ia , and 
he d ic t a t e d  a  lq n g  T a b le t ’to  M irza L o tfu lla h :H a k im , in  London.

Ahmad S o h ra b .



; Bahai N est , Sourit Carmel .H a ifa ,S y r ia
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H ear/P r 1 ends ; - / / / / ;  :̂ /;/;7; Z / '^ ' : .
A ccord in g  to  th e  Lunar c a le n d a r  , t h i s  was th e  2 8 th  o f  S h a’ ahan, end 

th e  day o f  th e  Martyrdom o f  H is H o lin e ss  tlio  Hah * Hence a mônioî1 *i d l 
m eetin g  was. h e ld  on th e  s lo p e  o f  Mount C arm el, r ig h t  b en éa th  th e  wing  
o f  th e  b u i ld in g  where h i s  b le s s e d  rem ains are e n sh r in e d . H aji  V a k ile d -  
d o u leh  was an o ld  Afriaja, an ň n c lé  o f  th e  Bah, whb l i v e d  to  a  v e r y  r ip e  
o ld  age and sp e n t th e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  h ie  l i f e  in  Acca and H a ifa . H is 
hody i s  a ls o  in te r r e d  in  th e  Bahai Cem etery a t  the fo o t  o f  Mount Carmel 
A p r o v is io n  in  h i s  W ill  p r o v id e s  th a t  as lo n g  as th e  Bahai Cause l a s t s  
an annual M emorial m eetin g  he h e ld  on th é  day o f  martyrdom o f  th e  Bah, 
on Mount C arm el, and d in n er  he se rv e d  to  a l l  th o se  B ahais who heppen to  
he p r e se n t  . ;.T he.-expense, o f  /th if,w d in n er  and a fter n o o n  t e a  i s  d efra y ed  
f  r o m th e  income o f  a? piece;;.,o£ la^nd in  / P e r s ia ,  s e t  a s id e  fo r  t h i s  s p e c ­
i a l  p u rp o se . I s  n o t t h i s  an e x c e l l e n t  b eq u est?  W hile I am on t h i s  p a r­
t i c u la r  s u b j e c t ,  l e t  me m ention’:an oth er  i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t  o f  t h i s  n a tu re . 
An E n g lis h  Eahai la d y  who h as d e d ic a te d  her  l i f e  to  th e  prom otion o f  the  
Cause,, and;.'.-id. now t r a v e l l i n g / i n  th e  O r ie n t , l e c t u r in g  and sp re a d in g  the  
G lad-tid ings,;,.’o f , th é  Kingdom, hhs, h er  own annual income from h er p e r so n a l  
p r o p e r ty . . She has^made a w i l l  to  th e  e f f e c t  th a t  as lo n g  as she l i v e s  
in  t h i s  w orld  th e  income from h er  c a p t ia l  may go to  h er  fo r  her own 
m a in te n a n c e .h u t  a f t e r  .th a t  her income may. he expended fo r  th e  p ropaga­
t io n  o f  th e  Bahai P r in c ip le s  in  a i l  p a r ts  o f  th e  w o r ld . The c a p i t a l  
m ust n o t ,hé touched  under. any c o n s id e r a t io n , o n ly  th e  in t e r e s t  he drawn 
a n n u a lly .  'To my k n o w led g è ,t h i s  i s  th e  f i r s t  p r a c t i c a l  b eq u est to  the  
Bahai C au se , and i t  shows in  á c o n c r e te  manner th e  wisdom and f a r ­
s ig h te d n e s s  o f  th e  la d y  in  q u e s t io n . To have a w i l l  s im ila r  unto t h i s  
made by a P e r s ia n  b e l ie v e r  does n ot e x c i t e  much comment; h u t when an 
E n g lis h  woman shows h er  lo v e  o f  th e  Ca.use in  such  a d i f f e r e n t  w ay, no 
one can h e lp  hut admire h er  unique r e s o lu t io n  and r e a l  s i n c e r i t y .  As 
tim e r o l l s  on and the Cause assum es more and more im p ortan ce, and i s  
in v e s te d  w ith  th e  garments o f  d i v e r s i f i e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  th e  p r a c t i ­
c a l  w e l l-w is h e r s  o f  th e  Movement would , no d o u b t, he p le a se d  to  s e e  su ch  
exam ples fo llo w e d  by o t h e r s ,  and su ch  in s ta n c e s  m u lt ip l ie d .  We are l i v ­
in g  in  a m a te r ia l  w o r ld , and we know th a t  God works h ere  on t h i s  p la n e  
th rou gh  in s tr u m e n ts . / W hile n o t f o r g e t t in g  our s p i r i t u a l  b ir t h r ig h t  and 
p r o g r e s s ,  wé:..mué t  m a te r ia l  -w e lfa re  o f  th e  C au se . The
two must go on hand in  hand. The n e g le c t  o f  th e  one i s  d e tr im e n ta l to  
th e  o t h e r G r o w t h  o n ly  in  one a sp e c t  o f  l i f e  i s  ab n orm al. The growth  
o f  the Bahai l i f e  , which; i s  th e  most p e r fe c ’t , w holesom e, seren e  and sane  
l i f e ,  must bé in  a l l  d ir e c t io n s  4 A man or a woman must be the symposium  
o f  a i l  th e  s p ir itu a l . , /e c o n o m ic  and s o c i a l  te a c h in g s  o f  Baha’ o ’ l l a h .  I f  
th e  Cause or the in d iv id u a l  con n ected  w ith  th e  Cause d e v e lo p s  o n ly  in  
one d i r e c t i o n , th e  aim i s  n o t o b ta in e d , the purpose i s  n o t a cco m p lish ed , 
th e  f r u i t  i s  n o t c u l le d  and th e  w hole t r u th  i s  n o t  r e v e a le d .

W e ll , enough o f  t h i s  d ig r e s s io n !  Today a l l  th e  r e s id e n t  b e l ie v e r s  
c lo s e d  t h e ir  shops and jo in e d  th e  P ilg r im s  and s tu d e n ts  on th e  s lop e  o f
th e  M ountain; b u t a c c o r d in g ,to  my e s t a b l i s h e d  custom  I descended th e  
Mountain' and; e n te r e d  th e  f a i r y  garden o f  th e  B e lo v e d . The g e n t le  b reeze
w a ft in g  over th e  r a d ie n t ,  f r e s h  f lo w e r s  o f  many c o lo r s ,  made the morn­
in g  a ir  f r a g r a n t ,  th e  l i t t l e  b ir d s  san g  in  th e  r o s e -b u s h e s , th e  w eather  
was p e r f e c t l y  h e a v e n ly , and th e  sun shone w ith  diamond b r i l l i a n c y .  Ohl 
how q u ie t  and charming e v e r y th in g  appeared! I s a t  under the b e a u t i f u l  
t r e l l i s  o f  r o s e s ,  and as I look ed  up , the red  and w h ite  and y e llo w  r o se s
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spoke in  t h e . in a r t ic u la t e  langu age o f  l o v e , innocence.;.and cone tan sy  .
The combined perfume was d e l i c a t e  and te n d e r — in fu s in g  th e  h e a r t  and 
th e  mind w ith  th e  unspoken m essage o fth e  S p i r i t .  There was no one in  
th e  garden to  d is tu r b , th e  p eace  and i:.nr th e 1 beau ty  o f the s c e n e .  1 
s a t  t h e r e , m otion lees,.,' abandoning .m y ..fee lin g s  and em otions to  th e  f u l l  
e n j oyment' vof i ’v t h è ë e - ' di s pl ays  o f  nature., when my r e v ­
erie*  wae. brough t to a f u l  stop , by h e a r in g  the firm  s te p s  o f  th e  B eloved  
d e sc e n d in g tth e  ’s t a i r s ,  1 1 w as. up and. on my f e e t .  He en tered
th e  garden and commenced v /a lk in g  fnrough th e  v a r io u s  : p ath s ; now lo o k in g  
a t  v a r i - c o lo r  chrysahtílaemums::,/an d ;;',again- a t  w h ite  and red  c a r n a tio n s  . lie 
was .c lo th e d  in  h i s  .cream,-■■ éersiáno-b verc.p .at, f lo w in g  to  the ground , h i s  
w h i t e ,b e a u t i f h i '  IdcksyàdbrheÇ  :h is .; s t r a i g h t .sh o u ld ers  and h is  lo n g ,w h ite  
beárd\;beapbke;:'i-'áúthtíifi%y’:aiid "m ajesty. H is e y es  were a l iv e  w ith  h e a lth ,  
i n t e r e s t  and^the. lo v e  o f flb w ers:. As he w alked b r i s k ly  in . th e  su n sh in e  
h i s  b le s s e d  hands w ere lo ck ed  beh ind  him —a tru e  symbol of. the U n ity  o f  
' the: E a st  and: th e  West » In  th e  f u l l  p o s s e š s i o n o f . th e  d iv in e  •• f a c u l t i e s  
o f  hi.8vmin<i:'hhÿ;;the^;k ? ô i^ t; ia f  V s i is q e p t ib i l i t ic s ' .  o f  h is . h e a r t , he c o n t in ­
ued h i s  w alk fo r  abouV: f i f t e e n  m in u te s . Then he asked  fo r  a « h a l t ,  and 
's a t  in  t h e díšM^ -,•• he r e fe r r e d ' t o '■ t h e •• saer'edness and
s o le m n ity  o f  th e  d a y ,. in q u ir e d  about t h i s  s e r v a n t ’s h e a l t h ,  'and as he 
a r o se  to en td rth e^  housed he t o ld  m e/he would be up .ab ou t 3 p .m.

At tw e lv e  à  g o o d ;d in h h f: W ^userved^ and. a l l  th e  -b e l ie v e r s  were p r e s ­
e n t  . ;-:The Women' had come^a.ibp:» .̂•'•and th e y  'dined in  a  S e p a r a te ' room . About 
3 p .m. we/‘es'piied through th e  /w indow, :■ the c a r r ia g e  s ta n d in g  in ’ f r o n t  o f  
th e  d oor ,- and:’th e  M aster^fb.omingv-.out o f  .th e 'h o u s e , rod e away and a f t e r  
a- few,, m inutes he wias•'..waik'ing/^ongs.t 'us*v He- s a t  s i l e n t  throughout the  
m eetin g  ,V.thèv''T.à,bi.êts bwérei./ç^aniisd -'.by Badi B ushrui . Then we fo llo w e d  him 
to  th e  Tomb, and h e  chanted  in  a c l e a r , d i s t i n c t  v o i c e ,  th e  V i s i t i n g  
T a b l e t - ' ■Hèï'é'.t.oi.o.d: td.Qor * and- w.i’th  the utm ost k in d n ess  gave 

•r--ose.-?^aier;-,ito;ÿëiach;. f ó r s ^ í ^  tb e  H o ly  o f ..H o lie s  . Coming
ou t o f  'the;i^cred,i3óóM b'-^0B th e ' gardens and • the..'grounds ,
and . - w h i l e . - w e .j . e 4 ' ^ about  th e  C au se, he s l ip p e d  away. 
When tfe'vh c a r ^  -were 's u r p r is e d , th e  m eetin g  was
brough t t p Řbn^end :-:ahd îé.Veÿy':'bii& .¥,t§rted d escen d in g  th e  M ountain.

I' s h a l l  :! b r in g  I t h is ' l l e t t e r . .  t.o a c lo s e  by. t r a n s la t in g  a T a b le t r e ­
c e n t ly  r ev ea led ' to. a b e l'iev  er:!'in 'V ien n a:-

'*0 , thou heavenly-persoha'gevbl. Thy l e t t e r  nvas r e c e iv e d  . • I t  became the  
cau se  o f  joy.,.;.that,; p r a i s e ;.b.e-^;tpv.;Qód',-'.the D iv in e  Candle i s  ig n i t e d  in  . 
th a t  c i t y , ;;the:L ight':ôf:/;.G iiidanbeibhone:fdrth, . the C a ll  o f ' t h e  Kingdom 
was r a is e d  o r g a n iz e d . T h is i s  th e  b e g in ­
n in g  o f , th e  :'dawn.;; ; ' I f  :/tÜe'"meeting::-i  e s t a b l i s h e d  and th e  s o u ls  a t ­
tra c ted ' t o . .the/Kingdo.m-\b£ZAb^ the. Sun o f  R e a l i t y  s h a l l  c a s t
a stron g , e f fu lg e n c e ; ,u p b h lth e .o i'ty ^ lth ë  Melody o f  th e  O neness o f  the world  
o f  h u m a n lty y sh a ll.yb®;;r a is e d - ,: ;th'ôl:5!ïa,é-v'''o'f ' U n iv e r sa l P eace s h a l l  w ave’ over 
.a l l  regions--.and.'the'powersv'.o.f-’ theiKihgdbm w i l l  c o n f ir m . . -  -■ - M 
To a b e l ie v e r  in  D e t r o i t ,  M ich igan , he says'.;-*

*•0- -thou', rsa iy .’f r ié n d  ..that ;t'hou h a st: heard the C a ll
o f  the Kingdom';. ; .quaff e.d'-j'lJ.ii’om.' the cup,/'of;:-the .-Wine, o f  th e -T ea ch in g s o f the  
Blessed'..Pp'rf.e'p^ibft:;;^ .^ V ^ i'è .a s e d d̂ 'bBi-/;£inp';ieii-t-.'dogmas a t ta in e d  to R e a l i t y  . 
and opened th in e  ey es  arid b e h e ld  the E ig h t o f  G uidance 1 T h erefore  render  
th a n k sg iv in g  unto the P e e r le s s  L ord , who h a th  u n c lo sed  su ch  a door and . 
g ra n ted / su ch’- a  "G ift.-bso thp.t ,i n ; {th is ; g rea t’ .Day:;thou m ayst .become one o f  
the chosen and n o t o f  th e  c a l l e d . -  -

Ahmad: So hrab . :
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Boar ,5T ien d s:«
I t  i s  10 p »rn. I have j u s t  Been w a lk in g  on the; porch  o f  my l i t t l e  

H o st . In t h e ir  s h in in g  ton gu es th e  s t a r s  were s h in in g  th e  g lo r y  o f  the  
Lord and d e c la r in g  th e  m a jesty  o f  th e  Maker o f  th e  heavens and' the  
e a r th .  The a ir  was im pregnated w ith  th e  s o f t  to n es  a,nd d e l ig h t f u l  un­
d e r to n e s  o f  the music, o f  s i l e n c e .  .T he liu sos f i l l e d  the mind w ith  the- 
sw ee t m essage o f  ,th e  s t i l l , sm a ll v o i c e ,  and the c o n sc ie n c e  became the  
c o u r t o f b r i l l i a n t  u n a tta in e d  : lo n g in g s  , The m ountains and the s e a , the  
sand and th e  r o c k s , the., t r e e s  and th e  p lavíte  w h ispered  to the- h e a r t  
th e  id e a ls  o f  t h e ir  b e a u ty , , s im p l ic i t y  and a t t r a c t io n *  S a tu re  seemed 
a l i v e  w ith  th e  l i f e  .o f  the s p i r i t - - i n t o x i c a t e d  w ith  th e  o v e r flo w in g  cup 
o f  the c e l e s t i a l  n e c t a r . b ecau se  the "D esire  o f a l l  n a tio n s"  i s  in s p ir ­
in g  the so u ls  o f  men w ith  lo f ty "  id e a ls  and w orld -con q u er in g  th o u g h ts .
The m ountain-was so  q u ie t ,  so  s t i l l ,  and w ith  a l l  th ere  was* such  p or f e e  I 
comm union'between a l l ;  the organism  o f  n a tu r e • th a t  a tr a in e d  ear cou ld  
heai* a ll-  t h e i r  ■ in a r t ic u la t e  , sounds . I thought I was s ta n d in g  betw een  
two se a s  o f ' S i l e n c e ,  one m o r e /s ig n i f ic a n t  than the o th e r .

T his was th e  fo u r th  o f  J u ly  throughout' a l l  T u rk ey , In  o th er  words , 
on t h i s  day''the-'Young Turks w r e s te d  away the im perial"  a U th o r ity  from 
th e  cru el- a u to c r a ts  , Abdul Haniid, ‘drove him from the throne , boni shed  
him from "the C a p ita l and e s ta b l is h e d  the C o n st itu t io n ' and P a r lia m e n t . 
j?or t h i s  reason  t h i s ,  was a n a t io n a l  h o l id a y , and th e  s p i r i t  o f  m e r r i­
ment was ab road . Government o f f i c e s  were c lo s e d ,  and alm oct a l l  the 
c to r e s  were s h u t I n  the. e v e n in g -th e  p r in c ip a l  b u ild in g s  were illu m in ed  
and the s t r e e t s  w e r e ' . f i l l e d  w ith  joyou s c r o w d s--C h r is t ia n a  , Mohammedans 
and Jews c o n g r a tu la t in g ' ea ch  'other w ith  p a t r i o t i c  fe r v o r  and d e v o t io n ,  
W hile I was "Walking on ray porch  I saw o c c a s io n a l r o c k e ts  sh o o t in g  sk y ­
w ard, b u rstin g - in to , m an y-co lors and f lo w er -sh a p e d  fo rm s. To thc^B ahais  
a ls o  th is , i s  a good d a y , b ecau se  the doors o f  th e  p r iso n  were opened 
b e fo r e  the; fa c e  o f Abdul Bahay and thus he was en ab led  to  go out in to  
th e  w orld  and, sp read  the. M essage■ o f  Love and P e a c e . V ith o u t th e  d e c la ­
r a t io n  o f freed om , our B e lo v ed  m ight have never l e f t  A cca, and the  
lo v e r s  o f hum anity would, have been d ep r iv ed  o f  lo o k in g  in to  h is  fa c e  
and l i e  to n in g  to  H is H oly W ords.

T h is morning th é  Beloved; s e n t  Shougi E f fe n d i a f t e r  me and in  no 
tim e I was s ta n d in g  in - h i s  p r e s e n c e . .H is ev ery  movement in d ic a te d  
h e a lth  and. jo y  and. sound, r e a so n in g  and a c o n ta g io u s  optim ism  as reg a rd s  
th e  fu tu r e  o f  th e  Cause in  th e  w orld  and i t s  in v in c ib le  v ic t o r y  over  
th e  h e a r ts  o f  men. . He,was s i t t i n g  on th e  so fa .." C om e and s i t  down,* he 
s a id  * “How a r t  thou? Speak to  me! What h a s t  thou?" I t o ld  him o f the 
lukewarm a t t i t u d e  o f ; a  number o f  clergym en in  London d isc o u n te n a n c in g  
th e  id e a  o f  a c o n fer en ce  betw een th e  v a r io u s  C h r is t ia n  or A n g lican  s e c t s  
He s a id :  "l’or th e  tim e b e in g  th e  proposed  D e le g a te s  to su ch  a C o n fer ­
en ce  must la y  a s id e  the d is c u s s io n  o f  dogmas and A p o stles*  C reed s. The 
q u e s t io n  o f  th e  V a l id i t y  o f  th e .Ç reed  and the in v io la b le  a u th o r ity  o f  
dogmas is -  a se c o n d a r y  p ro b lem . One s e c t  may h o ld  f a s t  t o 't h e •A p o stle s  1 
creed  a s ■th e f i n a l  W ill o f  God to  man, ad h erin g  d o g m a tic a lly  th a t the  
door o f  fu r th e r  r e v e la t io n ;  a n d ' l ig h t  i s  d e f i n i t e l y ,  c lo s e d  b e fo re  the  
fa d e  o f  m ankind. Another s e c t  may a s s e r t  j u s t  as a s s u r e d ly  but w ith  
more rea so n  .and lo g ic  , th e  r ig h t  o f l ib e r a l ,  in t e r p r e t a t io n  a cco rd in g  to 
th e  e v e r -e v o lv in g  a n d :p r o g r e ss iv e  c o n sc ie n c e  o f  man. The growing and 
h e a te d  d is c u s s io n  betw een th e  two r e l i g i o n s  camps h o ld in g  such extrem e  
v iew s w i l l  ho doubt lfiad to  acrim ony and a s p e r ity  and produce no r e s u l t s  
How much more u s e fu l  i t  would be i f  the e s s e n t i a l  d o c tr in e s  o f  C h r is ­
t i a n i t y  tcîken up ?ind d is c u s s e d , e s p e c i a l ly  th o se  p r in c ip le s  w hich
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/
/  would harm onize th e  d i f f e r e n t  s c a t t e r e d  f o r c e s ,  w eld  them t o g e t h e r - -  

th u s th ey  may he com pressed in to  in t im a te  and permanent u n io n ."  He 
spoke a lo n g  th e s e  l in e s  in  d e t a i l ,  p o in t in g  to  th e  c a r d in a l d o c tr in e s  
o f  the Church as e n t i r e ly  m isu n d ersto o d , p r ie s t s  and laymen a l i k e , - -  
su ch  as th e  Creeds o f  C o n fe s s io n , T r a n s s u b s ta n t ia t io n , Immaculate Con­
c e p t io n , R e s u r r e c t io n , A tonem ent, A scen sio n  and M ir a c le s .  " If the  
C h urch es,"  he s a id ,  "are an x iou s to  win th e  s o u ls  hack to C h r is t ,  they

; must in t e r p r e t  th e s e  ’ seven  g r e a t  m y s t e r ie s ’ o f  C h r is t ia n i t y  a cco rd in g  
to  s c ie n c e  and r e a s o n --o th e r v /is e  no lib e r a l-m in d e d  p erson  w i l l  a ccep t  
th e  old; h ide-h oun d  in t e r p r e t a t io n ."  At t h i s  ju n c tu re  an atah en tered  
th e  room and the B eloved  changed h i s  t a lk  to  a f u l l  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  the  
o r ig in  o f d i f f e r e n c e  betw een th e  O r ie n ta l and O cc id e n ta l C h u rch es,d e s - 
ig n a te d  as C a th o lic  and O rthodox, th e  su b seq u en t C ru sa d ers’ Wars w hich  
l a s  ted  200 y ea rs  and; th e  f i n a l  cap tu re  o f  C o n sta n tin o p le  by Mohammed 11 
th e  Conqueror.; The hour s tr u c k  1 2 , and th e  Arab c a l l e r  go t up from  
h ie  s e a t  and b id  good-hye to  th e  M aster . A lto g e th e r  1 was in  h is  b l e s s ­
ed p r e sen ce  fo r  more than two h o u r s , f in d in g  th e  p e a r ls  o f  Truth on the  
s e a -s h o r e  o f  h i s  e x p la n a t io n .

As. tomorrow w i l l  be th e  f i r s t  day o f  th e  month o f  Ramazan—th e  Mo­
hammedan f a s t i n g ,  th e  M aster p a id  a few o f f i c i a l  c a l l s  t h i s  a ftern o o n  . 
Y/hen he r e tu r n e d , d r iv en  in  h i s  la n d ea u , a l l  th e  b e l i e v e r s  were in  th e  
garden to  g r e e t  h im . He w alked through  th e  garden and e n ter ed  th e  
house betw een two l i n e s  o f  th e  r e v e r e n tly -b o w in g  d i s c i p l e s .  A fte r  a few  
m inutes we w ere a l l  c a l l e d  in to  h i s  p r e sen ce  j - n o t ic in g  th a t  M irza H&ydar 
A li  i s  n o t amongst th e  b e l ie v e r s  <, he in q u ir e d  about h im . R e fe r r in g  to  
him , he s a id ;  "In r e a l i t y  he has' sp e n t a l l  h i s  powers in  the P ath  o f  the  
Cause o f  God. How w on d erfu l i t  i s ,  i f  man d e d ic a te s  h is  l i f e  to  th e  
B le s se d  Cause! In s te a d  o f  sp en d in g  h i s  p r e c io u s  hours in  th e  g r a t i f i  - 
c a t io n  o f  h i s  w o r ld ly  d e s ir e s  and w is h e s ,  w h ich  have no perm anent v a lu e  
and outcome', he may d ev o te  them to  th e  sp read  o f  th e  Cause o f  God. This 
w i l l  g l o r i f y  h i s  s t a t i o n  in  b o th  w o r ld s . C onsider th e  r e c o r d s  o f  th o se  
s o u ls  who have c o n se c r a te d  t h e ir  l i v e s  to  th e  Cause o f  God; who have  
been as s tr a n g e r s  to  a l l  p e r so n a l d e s i r e s ,  w is h e s ,  hopes and p u rp oses  
sa v e  s e r v itu d e  a t  t h e ;H oly T h resh o ld  and th ra lld om  a t  th e  Court o f  th e  
B le s s e d  P e r f e c t io n ,  They are th e  embodiments o f  pure s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  i l ­
lu m in a t io n , en k in d lem e n t, s e v e r a n c e , a t t r a c t io n  and detachm ent! -  - -  
These s o u ls  are  con d u cive  to  th e  en lig h ten m en t o f  th e  n a t io n s .  These  
s a n c t i f i e d  p erso n a g es bestow  s p i r i t u a l i t y  to  the c h ild r e n  o f  man ; qu ick  
en the h e a r t s ,  embody th e  p e r fe c t io n s  o f  th e  w orld o f  hum anity; p r o je c t  
and make m a n ife s t  in  t h e ir  l i v e s  d iv in e  v i r t u e s ,  and e n t i r e l y  reform  th e  
w orld  o f  mankind! -  For h a l f  an hour he went on , th en  sp eak in g  about 
th e  h a rd sh ip s  and s u f f e r in g s ,  o f  th e  Bab and Baha’ o ’l l a h ,  c o n tr a s t in g  
them w ith  th e  l i v e s  o f  the form er M a n ife s ta t io n s  o f  God, H aving d e sc r ib e d  
t h e ir  a r r iv a l  in  th e  p en a l frown o f  Acca and th e  B le s se d  P e r f e c t io n ’s 
in c a r c e r a t io n  in  th e  M il i ta r y  B arrack , he c o n tin u e d . "Having then r e a l i z e  
how th e se  h o ly  s p i r i t u a l  lum inous M a n ife s ta t io n s  s a c r i f i c e d  th e ir  l i v e s ,  
te a c h in g  us w ith  deeds and n o t w ord s, in s t r u c t in g  ub w ith  supreme m orals 
and e t h ic s  d ir e c t in g  us through  u n p a r a lle le d  exam ples o f  t r i a l s  and o r ­
d e a l s ,  a f f l i c t i o n s  and p e r s e c u t io n s  and c o u n s e l l in g  us w ith  p e e r le s s  ad­
v ic e  and c o u n t le s s  r e v e la t io n s - - t h e n  i f  we have one g r a in  o f lo y a lty ,h o w  
can we s ta n d  by i d l e  and n o t ru sh  toward th e  arena o f  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e !
Why sh o u ld  we n o t renounce e v e r y th in g !  Hoy/ can we ea se  our c o n sc ie n c e s  
by a c c e p tin g  com fort and t r a n q u i l i t y !  Why sh ou ld  we n o t g iv e  up l i f e  
i t s e l f ,  and why sh ou ld  we n o t  w ith  w h o le -h e a r te d  en th u siasm  a r is e  to  
se r v e  th e se  B le s se d  P erson ages and d i f f u s e  fa r  and w ide the F ragrances  
o f  t h e ir  T e a ch in g s . T h erefore  we must s t r i v e ,  we must make a g r e a t  e f ­
f o r t ,  in  order to  be confirm ed w ith  th e  pure s e r v itu d e  o f  th e s e  M a n ifes­
t a t i o n s ,  I f  we are  d e p r iv ed  o f  th e  s e a ,  l e t  us n o t d ep r iv e  o u r se lv e s  o f
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o f  th e  d r o p . The s e r v itu d e  o f  th e s e  H oly M a n ife s ta t io n s  i s  l i k e  unto  
th e  sun and we are l i k e  unto a tom s. J u s t  as th e  atoms are made m ani­
f e s t  in  th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  su n , s im i la r ly  we are made m a n ife s t  in  the  
s e r v itu d e  o f  th e  D iv in e  M essengers o f  GOD.- r

Ahmad Sohrah.

Bahai. W est .Mount Carmel .H a ifa ,S y r ia  ,J u ly  24 ,1914
Dear p rien d a

An en k in d led  young E gyp tian  Bahai i s  Mohamad S a id . He i s  a  Teacher  
in  one o f  th e  Government S c h o o ls  in  A le x a n d r ia , and sp eak s and w r ite s  
th e  E n g lis h  langu age q u ite - f l u e n t l y .  He i s  one o f  th a t  hand o f  young 
men in  E gypt ta u g h t by our l a t e  b e lo v ed  T each er , M irza Abul E a z l , T h is  
b e in g  th e  v a c a t io n  tim e* he háB come to  H a ifa  to  m eet th e  M aster and 
f i l l  h i s  cup w ith  th e  n e c ta r  o f  h a p p in e s s . Eor th e  l a s t  few  days he has 
been in  th e  P i lg r im s ’ Home, m eetin g  th e  B le s se d  One a lm o st ev ery  day 
and l i s t e n i n g  to  h i s  words o f  T ru th . Today he r e c e iv e d  p e r m iss io n  to  
r e tu r n  to  A le x a n d r ia , v i a  D am ascus, B e ir u t ,  P o r t S a id  and C a iro . He has 
an e a r n e s t  and p le a s a n t  f a c e ,  k in d ly ,  b la c k  e y e s ,  h o s p ita b le  d i s p o s i t io n  
sp eak s i n t e l l i g e n t l y  on th e  C au se , and i s  ea g er  to  s e r v e  and sp read  i t  
in  any way p o s s i b l e . H aving met him in  Ramleh many, many t im e s , i t  gave 
me r e a l  jo y  to  renew our Bahai lo v e  and s tr e n g th e n  our o ld  f r ie n d s h ip .  
T his m orning we w ere ta lk in g  to g e th e r  about some o f  our American B a h a is , 
in  th e  r o s e -g a r d e n , when th e .M a ster  e n t e r e d i i t ,  a f t e r  h a v in g  en joyed  a 
lo n g  w a lk . E n te r in g  th e  orch ard  o f  Esm ael Aga, he r e tu r n e d  a f t e r  a mo­
ment w ith  f i g s  and g r a p e s , w h ich 'h e. d iv id e d  in  turn  betw een  u s , in c lu d ­
in g  Shougi E f fe n d i and Badi B u sh r u i. Then in  th e  c o o lin g  shade o f  th e  
t r e l l i s , he s á t  on a s o f a ,  f a c in g  a w on d erfu l garden o f  Chrysanthemums, 
c a r n a t io n s ,  r o s e s ,  s t o c k s ,  e t c .  The g e n t le  b r e e z e  s t i r r e d  th e s e  innumer­
a b le ,  n a t u r a l , m u lt ic o lo r e d  bou qu ets o f  f lo w e r s ,  making a f a i r y  p ic t u r e ,  
m ost p le a s in g  to  th e  e y e s .  The M aster made r ep ea ted  r e fe r e n c e  to  the  
scen e  b e fo r e  u s .  The i l l u s t r a t e d  h i s t o r y  o f  P e r s ia ,  w r it t e n  by S ir  John 
M alcoifc , was on a c h a ir  n ear him,, and he commenced to  read  a few  ch ap ­
t e r s  in  th e  m iddle o f  th e  b ook . When he f in is h e d  r e a d in g , Mohamad S a id  
d e l iv e r e d  to  him th e  d e v o t io n  and th e  p le d g e s  o f  f a i t h f u l n e s s  on th e  
p a r t  o f  th e  C airo  and A le x a n d r ia  b e l i e v e r s .  He s a id :  "Convey to  them my 
m essages o f  lo v e  and b p i r i t u a l i t y . I b eg  o f  th e  B le s s e d  P e r f e c t io n  to  
con firm  and a s s i s t  them under a l l  c ir cu m sta n c es ,, so  th a t  th ey  may l i v e  
in  su ch  a manner as to  become con du cive to  t h e ir  own honor and g lo r y  in  
th e  Kingdom o f  Abha. Man must be th e  mine o f  p i e t y  and sym pathy. He 
must a s s o c ia t e  w ith  a l l  mankind w ith  jo y  and fr a g r a n c e . He must n o t  
turn  back h is  fa c e  to. any s o u l .  He must r a i s e  th e  f a l l e n  and ch eer  up 
th e  h o p e le s s ,  He must tjreat w ith  k in d n ess  b o th  th e  f r ie n d  and th e  s t r a n ­
g e r .  I  pray in  t h e ir  b e h a lf  a t  th e  T h resh o ld  o f  Baha’ o ' l l a h ,  and w i l l  
s u p p l ic a te  th e  d e sc e n t  o f  th e  H oly S p i r i t  upon them ." Then our fr ie n d  
ask ed  s e v e r a l  q u e s t io n s ,  p e r ta in in g  to  the a f f a i r s  o f  th e ir  A ssem bly , 
to  a l l  o f  w h ich  he gave d e f i n i t e  and k in d ly  a n sw ers . A fte r  a lo n g  pause  
he turned  h i s  b en ign  fa c e  to  me and s a id :  "Speakl" I to ld  him o f  the  
p rop osed  r o u n d -th e -g lo b e  a e r i a l  c o n te s t  , to  be h e ld  n ex t year in  San. 
P r a n c is c o , w ith  a p r iz e  o f  $ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0  to  the w in n er , and the ro u te  to  
be n a v ig a te d  by such  a f l e e t .  He s a id :  "The q u e s t io n  o f  a ir -n a v ig a t io n  

V has grip p ed  and fa c in a te d  th e  minds o f  th e  W estern v /o r ld . I t  has b e ­
come the most a b so rb in g  m eptàl i l l u s i o n  o f  th e  tim e . A lread y  hundreds o f  
d a r in g  aeroh ou ts have r is k e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  fo r  th e  p r o g r e ss  o f  t h i s  s c ie n c e  

i and the r o l l  o f  'm a r ty r s’ i s  in c r e a s in g .  Ho soon er i s  one o f  th e se  men 
! k i l l e d  than h i s  name i s  em bossed in  th e  book o f  a ir -m a r ty p o lo g y  by th e  
1 aeron au t i c  c lu b s o f  the W estî  How i t  seems t h i s  i l l u s i o n  has taken a 
\ w ider f i e l d  o f  a c t i v i t y ,  and th e  h ig h e s t  am bition  o f  th e  r e c k le s s  a ir  
■ n a v ig a to r s  i s  to  g ir d le  th e  gdobe w ith  a  f l e e t  o f  aerop lan es ,. Of course
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X a  la r g e  n\mlaex o f  men w i l l  e n te r  t h i s  r o y a l  c o n t e s t ,  w hich  i s  never - 
th e le 8 8  fra u g h t w ith  much r i s k s  and danger to  l i v e s .  The s c ie n c e  o f  
a ir  n a v ig a t io n ,  i t  seem s to  m e, i s  n o t  y e t  so  p e r fe c te d  as to  embark 
on su ch  a g r e a t  v e n tu r e , p u t t in g  in  jeop ard y  th e  l i v e s  o f  th e  p i l o t s .
But the tim e i s  coming when p e o p le  w i l l  t r a v e l  in  s a f e t y  in  the a i r ­
sh ip s ' from  one co u n try  to  a n o th e r , le a r n in g  l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  through  
e x p e r ie n c e , th ey  w i l l  b r in g  down to  a minimum th e  dangers o f  t r a v e l l i n g  
in  th e  a i r .  To ru sh  a lo n g  p r e c i p i t a t e l y  on t h i s  m atterw £Ll be l i k e  th e  
man' who, h av in g  a young bay o f  two y e a rs  , would r id e  him and e x p e c t  him 
to  cover  tw enty or t h i r t y  m i l e s  a  d ay . The poor bay would e i t h e r  k ic k  
and dash  him to  th e  ground , or w ould d ie  a t  th e  end o f  th e  jo u r n e y . In  
b o th  c a n e s , th e  r e s u l t s  are  e q u a lly  u n fo r tu n a te ."  O ther s u b je c t s  were 
d is c u s s e d ;  su ch  as E ngland*s la c k  o f  d e s ir e  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  in  th e  San 
F r a n c isc o  E x p o s i t io n ,  e t c .  I t  was about noon when th e  M aster e n ter ed  
th e  h o u se , and a cco r d in g  to  our w atch  we had two hours o f  h e a v e n ly ,  
s p i r i t u á l  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  th e  R u ler  o f  th e  h e a r t s .

In  th e  a fte r n o o n  he d ic t a t e d  to  Shougi E f fe n d i s e v e r a l  T a b le t s , 
and about s u n s e t  we had a g lim p se  o f  him as he re tu rn ed  from h i s  w a lk .

A1 T a b le t r e v e a le d  r e c e n t ly  to  two P e r s ia n  women may i n t e r e s t  you!')* 
"0 ye two g lo r io u s  le a v e s  o f  th e  D iv in e  F erd ou se! I t  Is  now some 

tim e th a t  H is Honor M irza Abdul Gomi has a r r iv e d  in  t h i s  la n d  to  v i s i t  
th e  H oly T h resh o ld  o f  Baha’ o * l la h  and th e  B le s s e d  Tomb o f  th e  B a b --th u s  
h e may perfum e h i s  n o s t r i l s  w ith  th e  F ragran ces o f  th e s e  two r a d ia n t  
s p o t s .  He begs and s u p p l ic a te s  in  your b e h a l f ,  and im p lores in e x h a u s t i ­
b le  C o n firm a tio n , so  th a t  you may rem ain firm  and s t e a d f a s t  in  th e  
Cause o f  God and r e c e iv e  a g r e a t  p o r t io n  o f  the D iv in e  B e s to w a l. P r a is e  
be to  God, you are  f ir m  in  th e  Covenant and s t e a d f a s t  in  T estam en t. Firm  
n e s s  and s t e a d f a s t n e s s  are  o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  c o n d it io n s  o f  F a ith  and A s­
su r a n c e . As lo n g  as th e  t r e e  d oes n o t  send i t s  r o o ts  to  th e  bow els o f  
th e  e a r t h ,  i t  w i l l  n o t become se c u r e  and e s t a b l i s h e d ,  n e i th e r  w i l l  i t  
grow and d ev e lo p  in to  th e  f u i r  s t a t u r e .  But i f  i t  i s  n o t f ir m ly  r o o te d ,  
i t  w i l l  be broken b e fo re  th e  b lo w in g  o f  one s tr o n g  w ind . T h erefore  Abdul 
Baha w i t h  th e  utm ost c o n t r i t i o n ,  f e a r  and ap p reh en sion  o f  th e  t e s t s  o f  
God, im p lo res toward th e  Kingdom o f  Abha and b e se e c h e s  fo r  th e  g i f t s  
o f  f irm n ess  and s t e a d f a s t n e s s ,  and w ith  th e  u t t e r  h u m ility  and m eekness 
e n tr e a t s  co n sta n cy  and d e te r m in a t io n . -  -  -  -"
To a b e l ie v e r  in  Am erica he w r it e s  : -

"0 th ou  dear so n ! Thy l e t t e r  was r e c e iv e d .  I t  was an e v id e n c e  o f  
th y  firm n ess  and s t e a d f a s t n e s s  . For tod ay  th e  h ig h e s t  o f  a l l  th e  d e ­
g r ee s  are  th e  d e g r ee s  o f  F irm ness and S te a d fa s tn e s s  in  F a ith  and C e r ­
t a i n t y .  T h is F irm ness and S te a d fa s tn e s s  w i^ l be con d u cive  to  th e  d e ­
s c e n t  o f  D iv in e  A s s is ta n c e  and C o n firm a tio n . H is H o lin e s s  Baha’ o ' l l a h  
h a th  ord a in ed  fo r  H is b e l ie v e r s  e te r n a l  s o v e r e ig n ty  w hich  i s  n o t o v e r ­
thrown and a n n ih i la te d  through  th e  la p s e  o f  c e n tu r ie s  and c y c l e s .  The 
fo u n d a tio n  o f  any o th er  s o v e r e ig n ty  i s  n o t s e c u r e ly  l a i d .  T h erefore  
you must s t r i v e  in  th a t  w hich i s  permanent and u n ch a n g ea b le . The s o v ­
e r e ig n t y  o f  th e  w orld  i s  l i k e  u n tb  th e  m irage and th e  S o v e r e ig n ty  o f  
th e  Kingdom i s  l i k e  unto th e  ocean  o f  w a te r .  The l a t t e r  i s  th e  R e a l i t y ,  
th e  form er i s  s u p e r f i c i a l i t y .  One i s  co m fo r t, th e  o th e r  i s  h a r d sh ip . 
That i s  th e  S u b lim ity  o f  th e  Kingdom, t h i s  i s  th e  s u b lim ity  o f  th e  e a r th  
C on seq u en tly  e x e r t  thou  w ith  h e a r t  and s o u l  to  sp read  th e  l i g h t  o f  
G uidance, so  th a t  th e  Good o f  th a t  w orld  and t h i s  be r e a l iz e d  and b o th  
h e a v e n ly  and e a r th ly  Honor be r e v e a le d .— >" ;
(No s ig n a tu r e )

í’, dly 24, 1914 :V Í - -2-
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V ' t  :v ’■■v“y - í ' V'T^: .B ah ai H e s i , Mount C arm el, H a ifa ,S y r ia  .

J u ly  2 5 ,  1914
Dear .p r ie t ïd s ; - -T ’'^ V j ' :Ç-'.r;r ‘’ !

“Come a i t  down . Thou a r tm y  f r io ï ià î  Thou a r t  my companion! "Thus 
t l ie  B e loved  à d d ressed  m e r o o m  and took  a s e a t , a f t e r  
h i s  p e r m iss io n  ^ Then he Commenced. d i c t a t in g  T ah le tr a f t e r  T a b le t , t i l l  
n o o n . A gain  1 was u shered  in to ; h i s  p r e se n c e  a t  5 p .m .,  and many Tah-, 
l e t s  w ere r e v e a l e d ' 6 o ' c l o c k . In  th e  e v e n in g , th e  Gaemagam and 
o th e r  o f f i c i a l s  c a l le d  and stayed. u n t i l  a lm o st m idn igh t .

Ab t i l l s  y a 0 p r in c ip a l ly  a T a b le t  day , I  w i l l  sh a re  w ith  you th e  
cob t e n t s  o f  some o f  th e se  gexas- o f  th e  Kingdom.

Through one o f :  th e  p filgrim s he w r it e s  t o , the b e l ie v e r s  in  M arv, 
R u ss ia ;^ ;r  " J'if

■ “0 th ou  p i lg r im  o f  th e  Holy^ o f  H o lie s  o f  th e  Supreme Concourse». A l­
though in .a p p e a r a n c e > thou h a s t  l e f t  t h i s  B le s se d  S p o t , ■y e t ■in  r e a l i t y  
t h o h ' a r v l f ^ p i ^  a r t  ■ t h e . b i r d , o f  'th is  r o s e -
garden ’ and th e  n ig h t in g a le - o f  t h i s  meadow and p la in  . Convey g r e t in g  and 
s a lu t a t io n  on my b e h a lf  to  th e  b e l ie v e r s  in  Marv , and sa y  ’A lthough ye 
are  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  Turkestan;, y e t  ye  are the d w e lle r s  a t  t h i s  T h res­
h o ld  . O utwardly ye  are  fa r  aw ay, but in  r e a l i t y  ye are ever  p r e s e n t .  The 
h e a r t  and th e  c o n sc ie n c e  of* t h i s  y ea rn in g  one i s  c o n t in u a l ly  engaged, in  
th e  remembrance o f  th o se  a t t r a c te d  ones to  th e  Orb o f  th e  r e g io n s .  W ith 
th e  utm ost s u p p l ic a t io n  I u p ra ised  th e  hand o f  in v o c a t io n  toward th e  
Court o f  th ç  l i v i n g , S e l f - s u b s i s t e n t  L o rd , b egg in g  fo r  th o se  b e lo v ed  
f r ie n d s  th e  -P r o te c t io n  and P ro v id en ce  o f  H is H ighness th e  M e r c ifu l , the  
C lem en t£ so  th a t  under th e  Shade o f  th e  S e d r a t u l - M o n t a n a w it h ■ th e  u t - 
m ost jo y  , p eace  , l o v e .and am ity you may become in to x ic a te d  w ith  th e  
Wine o f  th e  P a r a d ise  o f  Abha. P ut ye f o r t h  e x tr a o r d in a r y  e x e r t io n  by 
day and by n ig h t ,  so  th a t  ye  may condu ct y o u r se lv e s  in  accord w ith  th e  
D iv in e  T ea ch in g s; g ra n t sa lu b r io u s  w ater to  th e  t h i r s t y  ones and be the  
balm o'f 'h e a it  ‘.'and , thw/''healingr,Vqf th e  s p i r i t  to  the; s i c k  ones in  b oth  
w orld s .  .... ,V; • !
■; MlDay and n ig h t  tile  f a i t h f u l  f r ie n d s  are s a c r i f i c i n g  th em se lv es  a t  ■ 
th e ,:Thfèÿhbldr;o,!f„ ' B a h h ' • ^ o c c u p i e d :  w ith  s e r v i c e ,  have no o th er  
d e s ir e  sa v e  th e  r i s i n g  ^of Yt^e: L ig h t  o f  th e  Orb o f  R eg ion s and are  in  th e  
utm ost r i ' r m e s s . ; a n d i n  th e  Covenant and T e sta m en t. -  
To ■thi$r.Bah^"Ço3&ï4*^^^^ .he ’■T-ltei» ; T-

”0 y e  ^children o f  ^  Your l e t t e r s  were r e c e iv e d .  T h eir  con
te n t3  became' th e  ca u se  of; i n f i n i t e  joy»  t h a t , p r a is e  be to  God .th rou gh  
th e  r e s p e c te d  m a id -se rv a n t of: God, M rs. L a tim er , you are. s tu d y in g  the  
te a c h in g s  o f  H is  H o lin e s s  Baha* o ’ l l a h  and are  m em orizing th e  Hidden  
Words . Be ýe  v e r y  g r a te fu l ,  to  : th is  r e v e r e d  m a id -serv a n t .b ecau se  sh e  i s  
th e . means o f  th e  p rogress , o f  y o w  .minds and th e  ex p a n sio n  o f  your  
th o u g h ts . T ru ly  I  s a y  ,she; i e ; b r e a th in g  in  you th e  s p i r i t  o f  E te r n a l L ife  
and th a t  i s  th e  Teachings. o fr B aha‘.o"H ah The f lo w e r s  th a t  you have s e n t  
me w ere m ost fr à g r a h tç .,^
■ -. The c o n te n ts  o f  a Tablet^ r e v e a le d ' to  th e  Bahai young men o f  Eshkabad  

i s  v e r y  s t r i k i n g ,  and i t s  t r a fc s la t io n  may b e n e f i t  th e  you th  o f  o th er

"0 ye  s p i r i t u a l  you th s ! Many a you th  in h a b it in g  t h is  mound o f  e a r th  
i s  th in k in g  o n ly  o f  t h i s  m a te r ia l  p la n e  and i s  e n g u lfe d  in  th e  p a s s io n s
o f  t h i s  anim al w orld  * H is in o r d in a te  d e s ir e  ; i s  e n g u lfe d  in  the p a s s io n s
o f  t h i s  anim al w o r ld . H is in o r d in a te  d e s ir e  i s  a f t e r  w ater and g r a s s ,
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and h is  p r o f e s s io n a l  am bition  i s  to  p o s s e s s  j e w e ls  and pera*Is  ; n u y , 
r a th e r ,  he i s  c h a sin g  a f t e r  th e  lo w e s t  t i n s e l s  and gaudy adornm ents,but 
th e y  axe a l l  ended in  g r i e f  and rem orse . I t  i s  r e la t e d  th a t  Saboktakeeu  
(o n e  o f  the renowned and a n c ie n t  k in g s  o f  P e r s ia )  l iv e d  in  th e  utm ost 
grandeur and sp len d o r  .His P a la c e  was l ik e  unto the d e le c t a b le  P a ra d ise  , 
and h is  w iv es s im i la r  unto the a n g e l ic  Horn*is. H is ta b le  was p rov id ed  
w ith  r o y a l la r g e s s e  and h is  l i f e  was s im ila r  unto a stream  o f  m ilk  and 
h on ey . H is tr e a su r e s  were f u l l ,  and h is  r ic h e s  u n lim ite d . He w-’-s in  the  
utm ost jo y  and h a p p in e s s . A ll  o f a. sudden he was a tta ck ed  w ith  a m a la ­
dy o f  - - - -and was burn ing away l i k e  unto a c a n d le , and wi th 5 erem i - 
ads o f d isa p p o in tm en ts he was s in g in g  the most m ournful tu n e s , '.then he 
bee rune h o p e le s s  o f  t h i s  l i f e , '  th r e e  days b e fo re  h is  d e a th , he commanded, 
a l l  h i s  cham berla ins , w earin g  go ld en  g i r d l e s , to form a lo n g  l i n e , and 
ordered a ll'  th e  l a d ie s - in - w a i t in g  to  pros en t  th rm sc ives b e fo r e  him . l i e  
tr e a su r e s  , and a l l  h i s  p r e c io u s  je w e ls  w ere on d is p la y  b e fo r e  h is  ey es  , 
and h ie  accum ulated w e a lth  was arrayed  in  d a z z l in g  fa s h io n . Ilian ho 
in v it e d  h i s  b i in i s t s r e ,  C o u r tie r s  and S tatesm en  to  bo pros»o n t in  the  
Throne Room on a c e r ta in  hou r, and asked h i s  immense army to  be enguyxl 
in  the manoouvers o f  v ic to r y  and trium ph in  th e  m i l i t a r y  Square in  
liront o f  " th e  P a la c e .  W hile s i t t i n g  on h is  'Throne , he lo o k ed  fogy  e t  f  a l ly  
now on t h i s  s c e n e , now on a n o th er , and aga in  on a l l  t h i s  mukohlede array  
o f  grand cur and m a g n if ic e n c e , and wept most b i t t e r l y ,  c r y in g  aloud : *0! 
Why must 1 be d ep r ived  o f  t h is  im p e r ia l s o v e r e ig n ty  and r o y a l preroerr, - 
l i v e s ?  Why sh ou ld  I n o t en jo y  t h i s  l i f e ,  end b id  fa r e w e ll  to n i l  th o se  
th in g s?  How can I le a v e  you behind  and .nipty handed h a sten  from ťhi% 
a c r id ? * Ho wept and w ept t i l l  ho drew h is  l a s t  breath . How c o n sid er  w ith  
whr.t r e g r e ts  he p a ssed  away from t h i s  l if e * . T h erefore  i t  became appev-mt 
th a t the end o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  w e a lth  i s  d isap p o in tm en t a f t e r  d is a p p o in t -  
merit; e x c e p t th o se  r ic h  p ersons who expend th e ir  money in  cher i t a l i c  ■
f a i r s  and d isp e n se  t h e ir  w e a lth  in  p h ila n th r o p ic  ch an n els . ku?h h'j n-sed 
s o u ls  , 1 ik e  unto th e  b r i l l i a n t  s t a r s  , w i l l  sh in e  from the box ico n  o f  
Iw c r ia s  t in g  G lory .

“C o n seq u en tly , 0 ye n o b le  youth s t P r a lo e  be to  God th a t  fo r  th e  com ­
p le t io n  o f  th e  HciSrak-el -Askar ( in  B&hkaV.d ) ye have c on tr  ib u ted  le y  oaf 
your a b i l i t y ;  yc have no o th er  o b je c t  save  the- good -p i car- x s a  o f  t 
A lm ighty; ye arc s u c c e s s f u l  in  b o th  w orld s and are w ell-know n in  th e  a s ­
sem blage o f  mankind. X am h o p efu l from the B esto w a ls  o f  the b le s s e d  
P e r fe c t io n  th a t  th e  i n v i s i b l e  C onfirm ation s:m ay become v i s i b l e  and th e
P r o s p e r ity  o f  t h i s  w orld  and th e  w orld to  come may be u n v e i l e d . ---- *-M
To two o f  the C h ie fs  o f  th e  T r ib es  o f  P e r s ia ,  who have a ccep ted  the 
Bahai C au se, he w r i t e s ; ~

“O ye two r e s p e c te d  s o u ls !  At t h i s  moment Abdul Baha i s  remembering 
th o se  two pure s p i r i t s  and w h ile  advan cin g  toward th e  Kingdom o f  A bna, ’’ 
he begs th e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  th e  lo n g in g  o f  your h e a r ts  and e o u le t  Today 
the Tablé o f  th e  D iv in e  B o u n ties  i s  spread in  the meadow o f  th e  Love o f
th e  A lm ighty . T h is Banquet i s  w e ll  p r o v id e d , because i t  i s  adorned u i t h
a l l  k in d s o f  toothsom e v ia n d s and d e li© is ite  'fo o d s . P r a is e  be to  God th a t  
th ose  fr ie n d s  were in v i t e d  to  t h i s  T a b le , so  th a t  they m.i^ht take n

moot p r o m in e n t .p o s it io n  in  t h i s  s p i r i t u a l  e n te r ta in m e n t , and sw eeten  
t h e ir  ton gu es w ith  th o se  d e l i c a t e  e d i b l e s ,  in  a s h - r t  w h ile  a l l  the 
o th e r  ta b le s  w i l l  be r o l l e d  up; but t h i s  D iv in e  T a b le  i s  spread VV;.
and o v e r . The utm ost i s  : I t  w i l l  be renewed ! so f e a t  the bonderfu l .,-,x „
f e s  ta t  i o n , th e  Hew E ffu lg e n c e  and th e  appearance o f  th e  Bun o f  R a a lit 'v ” 
may become e v id e n t  and c l e a r . -------- w J

Ahmncl bchrab



B ahai B e s t ,  Mount Carmel , H a if a , S y r ia  .
J u ly  26 , 1 9 1 4 .

Bear f r ie n d s
W hile I was d escen d in g  th e  m ountain., I was more than happy to  b e ­

h o ld  th e  w onderfu l, p ic tu r e  o f  th e  M aster em erging from th e house as the  
g lo r io u s  sun a r i s e s  e v e c y  morning from  b eh in d  the E a ste rn  h o r iz o n .f lo o d ­
in g  th e  dark w orld w ith  i t s .  go ld en  r a y s . The R e a l i t y  o f  Abdul Baha is  
th e  Sun; h i s  T each in gs are th e  p e n e tr a t in g  rays and h is  I n s t r u c t io n s  the 
b u rn in g  h e a t .  Through t h i s  D iv in e  Luminary th e  h e a r ts  are  e n l ig h t e n e d ,
th e  minds f r u c t i f i e d ,  th e  dead r e s u r r e c te d , th e  w ith ered  t r e e s  v i v i f i e d ,  I
th e  l a t e n t  s p i r i t u a l  powers b lossom  o u t , th e  u n u tte r a b le  y e a rn in g s  o f  j
man made m a n ife s t ,  th e  ; tem ple o f  hum anity adorned w ith  i n f i n i t e  v i r t u e s , !
th e  H igh w ay'of th e  Kingdom o f  T ruth p a v ed , th e  c lou d s o f  s u p e r s t i t io n s  
and sim ulacrum  b a n ish e d , th e  b e lo v ed  o f  J u s t ic e  and R ig h te o u sn e ss  g r a c ­
in g  the assem blage o f  m ankind, th e  sh o u ts  o f  u n iv e r sa l brotherhood  
reach ed  to  th e  dome o f  heaven and th e  t e r r e s t r i a l  g lo b e  transform ed in to  
th e  c e l e s t i a l  s p h e r e . 'T h is i s  th e  Way, .and th e  L i f e ,  and th e  Truth.W no- 
so e v er  tu rn s h is  fa c e  to  h im ,.h is  h e a r t  w i l l  bo in s p ir e d  w ith  th e  new est 
and h o l i e s t  I d e a ls  o f  the Kingdom and h i s  form er thou ghts, w i l l  be r e ­
p la c e d  by the th ou gh t o f  sw eet lo v e  and sw ee .test m ercy. I f  you have n e v e r  
t r i e d  t h i s ,  I  w ish  you w ou ld , and w itn e s s  th e  m a rv e llo u s r e s u l t s  fo r  
y o u r s e l f .  T h is t r i a l  w i l l  n ever  f a i l .  I t  w i l l  work l i k e  m u s ic , 1 a ssu re  
y o u . There are thousands o f  p e o p le  a l l  over th e  w orld who w i l l  bear me 
out in  t h i s  m a tte r , p rob ab ly  your f r ie n d  or neighb or . T h is e x p e r ien ce  
i s  n o t l im i t e d ' t o  any tim e or p la c e .  You may be l i v i n g  in  th e  A r c tic  or 
th e  A n ta r c t ic  C i r c l e s ,  th e  t r i a l  w i l l  b r in g  fo r th  i t s  b e n e f i t© . The 
S p i r i t  o f  Abdul Baha i s  everyw here and i s  a l l - e f f i c a c i o u s . He Hears you 
c a l l ,  whether you are l i v i n g  in  the E a s t  or in th e  w e s t , he knows tue 
s e c r e t e  o f  your h e a r t s , he i s  ten d er  and m e r c ifu l and h i s  appeal i s  to 
your d iv in e  n a tu r e , your n o b le s t  s e l f  and your G od-given  unchanging su b ­
sta n ce *  J u s t  empty your h e a r t from a l l  s e l f - t h o u g h t s  and turn to  him 
as an in n o c e n t , t r u s t f u l  c h i ld  tu rn s to  h is  c lem en t f a t h e r .  Ask him and 
he w i l l  g iv e  you; knock a t  h i s  door and he w i l l  open b e fo r e  your fa c e  .
In  f a c t ,  the Boor o f  the P a la c e  o f h i s  D iv in e  Bes towale i s  l e f t  'Wide 
open by day and by n ig h t ;  the tr e a su r e s  of h ie  s p i r i t u a l  Graces are i n ­
e x h a u s t ib le ;  the sun o f  h is  com passion n ever  s e t s ;  the r iv e r  o f  h is  
g e n e r o s ity  i s  ever  f lo w in g ;  th e  s t a r s  o f  h is  lo v in g  q u a l i t i e s  are a l ­
ways s h in in g ;  th e  s e a  o f  h ie  fo r g iv e n e s s  i s  never calm ed; the b r e ez es  
o f  h is  g e n t le n e s s  are  h o t  hushed in  any s e n s e ;  the b eau ty  o f  h is  C oun­
ten an ce i s  ever  f r e s h ,  and h i s  k in d n ess  en v e lo p s the h ig h e s t  and the 
lo w e s t  .in  th e  w orld  o f  c r e a t io n .  Such i s  Abdul Baha, th e  fa th e r  o f  
e v er y  f a t h e r l e s s ,  th e  companion o f  e v er y  w ayfarer  in  th e  P ath  o f  T ru th , 
and th e  f r ie n d  o f  e v er y  c r e a tu r e . H is S p i r i t  i s  alw ays near unto you; 
he th in k s  o f  you and prays fo r  your s p i r i t u a l  i l lu m in a t io n  and e te r n a l  
p r o g r e s s . In  tim e o f  d i s t r e s s  turn  to  him and he w i l l  come to  your d e­
l iv e r a n c e .  When the b la c k  c lo u d s o f  d e sp a ir  have surrounded you , c a l l  
unto him and l o i  Q uicker than a f l a s h  o f  l i g h t  he w i l l  be b e s id e  .you; 
read y to le a d  you on and on in to  th e  broader and f a ir e r  f i e l d s  o f  tra n s-
c endent b r ig h tn e s s  J What i s  thy  t r o u b le ,  fr ie n d !  Thou h a s t  him as thy  
l ife -c o m p a n io n s  as th e  :0ne f r ie n d  who w i l l  be a lw a y s’ tru e  to thee.T hrow  
away t h e . garment o f  s h o r t - s ig h te d n e s s !  Look around and thou w i l t  se e  him
ev ery w h ere . Lo! La ! R e jo ic e !  Be n ot g r ie v e d !  Take g r e a t  cou rage! Tnc 
s ig n s  o f  h i s  i n f i n i t e  m ercies are v i s i b l e  in  the f r e s h  dew o f  th e  e a r ly  
morn, g l i s t e n in g  in  th e  su n sh in e ;  in  th e  d im p lin g  sm ile s  o f  th e  a n g e l ic  
babe curled' in  tn e  bosom o f  her m other; in  th e  s o f t  g la n c e s  o f  th e  id e a l  
lo v e r s  w a lk in g  b e s id e  the crys t a l l i h e  stream s and odorous *oods ; in  th e  
core  o f  every  atom an d -m olecu le  f i l l i n g  th is  groa t i l u n e t ary dystům; in
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th e  ;ray6'.,pf,i;'the^/huh/.■giving"'life and m otion to  the, anim ate arid in a n i - • 
mate organisira ; and more than a l l  t h e s e ,  and above and beyond a l l  t h e s e
in  the s e c r e t '  chainbers o f  your h e a r ts  . Turn your ey es  to  th e  heavens, o f  
y our., 'beings and you w i l l  .s e e  ftfhem .s tu d d e d  ywi th  th e  .c o n s te lla t io n ©  o f  
h ie  l o v e /  th e  s t a r s  o f  h i s  k in d n ess  and th e  p la n e ts  o f  h i s  U n iv e r sa l  
to 'Ierd h ceu * ^ ^  o e l e e t i a l  b o d ie s  o f  ;E is -fa v o rs  h a v e
i l lu m in e d  th e  vas t  b l  ue domes o f  your s p i r i t s ; . - t h e .  d a r k n a s s 'ie  b a n i s h e d  
a n d /y o tt'ff i^  o f , h ie  l i g h t s .  Ohl L ig h ts 'u p o n  L i g h t s
d a z z l ih g s  ,b:b e a u t i f u l  / w h i t e  f l i g h t s  t He has up rooted  a l l  th e  t r e e s  .of  
sorrow hand^paihy' and;'p lanted;b in .v th e ir ’ s.tead the trees"  o f  j o y  and h a p p i-  

' n e s e .  He lias f i l l e d  thecw orld '.h»ith  th e  reso u n d in g  v o ic e  o f J o y ’- Joy.1 
p u r e , v te fá l^ o ý ^  hbláken-'fer':.u e , the- cage of. l i m i t a t io n ,  o f
narrovuness and i s  c a u s in g  us to  so a r  toward th e  m a je s t ic '1 h e ig h ts  o f  
uxidreamed ^ f  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  more th e  c ro o k ed , crampaucj. / c e n t , sh a llo w  
l i f e  fo r  ‘meT Ohl, • X f  it O: > c onae_ in to  th e  u n iv ersa l' / atm osphere
o f  'hlěV;lďďal8''t I:' w is h /  t a  -, r u s t y ; ch a in s  • of, 'an cien t 'cue toms and
respe c t ï b t ï ' i t i e s  . OhV h igh er- and h igh er' in to  t h e ’' s a c r e d

L p r e ç in c ie /o f .>hi ;s w i n g  my; way through th e  s ta r r y  
''h os.tsyb iff't^ '^  from the S a ls a b e e l  o f  h i s  'kno^-
' led g e  Lét;  ;m^:'.:.'brea'th©'''the'' lriv igqr.ati.ng ' a i±  o f  h is  P a r a d i s e ’t -L e t  us a l l  
' b a n ish ’ so tfrow fffc .o i^  from our midst' , e v i l

thoughts"''frbmypuf ;minds j2;for ;,the':Kirig, o f  Joy;, o f  A ctiv ity" an d  o f  O ptim ism  
has.Vcomě'’,;::;^ " wóarXd. • •;o f  in s ip id  i n t e l l e c t s  and p e t t y  !
h e a r ts  ; .’útfťcr \ iü i v&ra $ <g.en dé and . .a l l - in c lu d in g 1 h e a r t s , - 1 vWhat a
b e a u tifú l;tř ó r ;ld h iS 'v tliis l^  Through h is  'eyes ,h io
lo v e ,  h i s ;com p assio .n ,..h ie  h a p p in e s s , h i s  r a d ia n t  s p i r i t u a l i t y ,  h is  g low ­
ing f a i t h , '  hiéhdye.rridW i^S' ?ri$ftu»ia«':m''i -.’we lo o k  upon a l l  c r e a tu r e s  and 

. sym pathize w ith  them .

A b o u t / l ly o 'c lo c k y  .th e 'B e lo v ed  took ,'a  walk and c a l l e d ' f o r  Badi Bueh- 
t  V \}i■ to .ufoj-ibw .him*ù..i-Oh';';' t h è 'he met s e v e r a l  c h i ld r e n /a n d  asked a 
| ; , l i t ' t l e ' 'g i r îv'.àmon^r.t'' -them.': ťóv- come near him . She; vvas German , and her c h ild  \- 
■/heart waüé'-èo.'.'touched'!(fry..'::ihe?'tender lo v e  o f  .th e  M aster th a t  sh e sh y ly  ap- 
$ proached h im , 'and k n e l t  b e fh r  eyhim and k is s e d ' h i s  hand. I t  was a sw e e t ,  
i#»£astora l^  t tý íh e n  t;he'- d ivided', c o in s  amongst them and
pi passed b y . ' y . - y p / ' / b i y ' ’ 11'

f ij i In th e  eVeningyhë;, .had'.;jg ÿ t. 'r e tu r n e d  from a  lo n g  w a lk . I had a news 
S h ap er  in'b^vhand;. co.ntaining^M rd« Bee a n t 's  ta lk  i n ,London on the Coming o f  
B p h e W orld/T'ea^ 'ár;.íbj‘tÜou r e a d in g ? “ "A le c t u r e  oh th e  Coming
■Přcrla. Teacher , bý Mrb ,: B e s a n t . "The G reat World Teacher has a lr e a d y  
Hrabme V he s a id ,  j u s t  as he e n te r e d  the h o u s e „

' Ahmad ; Bohrab .



B a h a i  B e a t ,  Mount Carmel  , H a i f s . , Z y r i a  . 
J u l y  2 7 ,  1914

ii&oai n e s t , Mount Carmel ,xiaits. ,ü y n a  .
J u l y  2 7 ,  1914

Dear F r ie n d s : -
I t  ta k e s  more than,, an ord in ary  mind t o  e x p la in  th a t  -an i le  m a y  o f  

our American and European fr ie n d s  are  le a v in g  th e  c i t i e s  and th e ir "  homes  
to  e sca p e  th e  o p p r e s s iv e  h e a t ,  th e  B l e s s e d  One i s  c e n t e r i n g  h i e  d i v i n e  
a t t e n t io n  oh th o se  f a r - o f f ’ r e g io n s  , and w h ile  S l i j  ah - l i k e  / " l i v i n g  a t  
th e  fo o t '  o f  Mount C arm el, he i s  r e v e a lin g  innum erable T a b l e t s  f o r  ' t h o u e  
b e l i e v e r s '  who .a re  , in  a l l  p r o b a b il i ty , s c a t t e r e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  Summer- r e ­
s o r t s  and a r e ' im p artin g  th e  G la d -t id in g s  o f  the kingdom o f  Abha to  t h o s e  
who a r e  v/ear y . o f  th e  h e a t and t ir e d  i f  th e  stren u o u s "l i f  r  o f  m a t e r i a l i s m .  
The M aster i s  e n jo y in g  good, h e a lth  and i t s  e f f e c t  in  a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  
manner i s  b e in g  r e f l e c t e d  on a l l  th e  Bahai w o r ld , g i v i n g  them l i f e  ,v i g o r  
h a p p in ess  and s e r e n i t y .  ,Hio words o f  encouragem ent and good ch eer  arid . 
s o u n d  a d v ic e  to' the fr ie n d s ' in  d i f f e r e n t  p a r ts  o f  the w orld  w ill, y i e l d ,  
in  the lo n g  run tremendous r e s u l t s , and w i l l  h e lp  them to a d v a n c e  the  
Cause and1 dedicate th e ir  l iv e s ;  to- th e  prom otion o f th e  R e lig io n , o f  God,

T h i s  morning and afterno'Sh;'many T a b le ts  were d ic ta te d  f o r  t h e  Am­
e r i c a n  and P e r s ia n  f r i e n d s , e s p e c i a l l y  a  v ery  long' and p o w e r f u l  commu­
n ic a t io n  to th e  S a i F ra n c isc o  b e l ie v e r s  con cern in g  t h e  h o l d i n g  o f  a B a ­
h a i  C onvention d u rin g  the E x p o s it io n  months-. With h i s  own hand he a l s o  
w r o t e  a  d e t a i l e d  T a b le t to  the T u rk ish  Commander , Zakki B e y , i n  .Jeruna-  
l e m .  A f t e r  f i n i s h in g  i t ,  he read i t  a l o u d ,  and s a i d  ; " I t  i s  v e r y  d i f f i ­
c u l t  to w r ite  a  l e t t e r  in  good T u rk ish . The l a n g u a g e  i s  v o r y  c o m p l i c a ­
te d  . " ■

Sp eak ing  about someone'who has d e g r a d e d  h im s e lf  in  th e  B a h a i  w o r ld  
through his'"own deeds' andNa c t i o n s , he e a id :; "What d o c s  a man l o s e  i f  ho  
s h o u l d  lo s e "  hi®.- s e l f  ? h ie  moral c r e d i t  w i l l  be  l a r g e r  than  h i s  d o b i t .  
What h a r m ' i s  th e r e ,  i f  a  person  p la n  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  h i s  l i f e  a f t e r  the  
p a tte r n  o f  the l i f e  o f  Mir za  Abul F a z l?  What d a n g e r  b e f a l l s  him i f  he  
d iv e s t  h i s  mind from e v er y  o th er  t h o u g h t  s a v e  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  th e  R e l i g i o n  
o f  God? What wrong can come to  him i f  he c o n se c r a te  h i s  l i f e  t o  the d i f ­
fu s io n  o f  th e  F ragrances o f  GOD? He w i l l  be f a v o r e d  i n  t h e  s&ht o f  G o d .
Re w i l l  be honored in  th e  e s t im a t io n  o f  a l l  the p e o p le , what horm i s  
th ere  in  th is ?  Who w i l l  be thje-- lo s e r ?  And what w i l l  be the g a in 9 "

W hile he was d i c t a t in g  T a b le ts  , two S y r ia n  C h r is t ia n  w.omen e n t e r e d  
th e  room. They had two p ie c e s  o f  land; and wanted to  s e l l  tnein to  t h e  Be­
lo v e d . Re r e c e iv e d  them m ost k in d ly ,  and s a id  : "My f r i e n d s  t What do 1
w aat to  do w ith  a p ie c e  o f  land? I f  I have, any m oney, 1 would  r a t h e r  
d is t r ib u t e  i t  amongst th e  p o o r . Band w i l l  n o t a v a il,m a n . 1 have the poor  
alw ays w ith  me; th e ir  needs must be r e l ie v e d ;  t h e i r  w a n ts  must 'be a l l e v ­
ia te d  . Man, must so l i v e  that'.'.he may f in d  a p la c e  f o r  h i m s e l f  i n  the
Kingdom o f  God . There are many p eo p le  in  t h i s  town who w ould  be  g l a d
t o  buy your la n d . Go to them ." One o f  them s ta r t e d  to  w e e p , b e c a u s e  
s h e  was a v/idow and her c h ild r e n  had no bread to  eat. The M aster was v e r y  
much a f f e c t e d ,  and asked me to  g iv e  them a sum o f  money . I e m p t ie d  my 
p ock et in to  her, hands , and b oth  l e f t  the room w ith  c h e e r fu l countenances

In the a f te r n o o n , an E gyp tian  j o u r n a l i s t  c a l l e d  on h im . Ils has 
b e e n  t r a v e l l i n g , i n  S y r ia  and had w itn e sse d  many harrow ing s c e n e s  ox t h e  
l a t e s t  r e g u la t io n s  o f  m il i t a r y  c o n s c r ip t io n  . I t  s ee m s  e v e r y b o d y  i s  b e i n g  
e n l i s t e d '  in  the' army by fo r c e  ; young men. who have th e ir  - liv e s  ,m e there  
an d  c h ild r e n  ' t'o su p p ort are dragged away by ;  th e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  ho e x c e p t ­
i o n  i s  'made. ' Form erly a,man co u ld  buy h ie  freedom  by p a y in g . from one to  
th r ee  .hundred d o l la r s  , -i or. he cou ld  send another p erso n  i n  h i s .  s t e a d  ;but
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a-ll\:tue^e.:;ru les are. c a n c e l le d  and à u n iv e r s a l  r ig o r o u s  c o n s c r ip t io n  i s  
p i^ su ed ^ m tiioU t Tegará:..to ,p e r s o n s  .oiv-,oircume t a n c e s . In. .J a f f a ,  a  nan 
•«'no• hád;;$e,,véQu9M O n ly ,so u r c e  o f  t h e ir  support», was
'dragged..;à ll^ ,^.'png.^^ / e n r o l l e d a n d  ho would cry  out ; "O'
manî b - ' Y o t i m e  to- p ie c e » ,  I w i l l  n o t y i e ld  

.to  t h is /o p p r e s s io n  J-.': \Vho; w i l l l ; !fe e d  my: c h i ld r e n ,  who w i l l  c lo th e  there, 
who w i l l '  look/after--"-'thenii.?; 'How;dp. -.you e x p e c t rne to  defend' ‘the -cou ntry  o: 
le a r n  I s  cons f a n t ly  -w orried •'by the tho ‘ -
o f  .my "impf p e o p le  .. - are  .d is c o n te n te d  and w orried  .
They 'áayV.Gerááň'.:mí-lff-árý r u le s  cannot w o r k .in  T urkey, fo r  the /simple 
r e a s o n 1- t h a t . - f t o ^ h i b ô f  t h é ''n a tion -are  .not .educated  , are  n o t f r e e ,  c a  
not; go, , o ü f  V'aŴ :';,work l ik e  i h e i r  European; :.:s i s  tors,; fo r  : c e n tu r ie s  'they ha- 
been k ep t "behind th e  Harem and the s o l e  so u r c e  - o f 'th e ir  m aintenance ha! 
been, and is" 'the men . The. w hole sy stem  has been' and ..is .wrong';from- t h e -  
bottom  u p ,‘ r o o t  and branch.

- Ther e fo r e  - i f ’;/ thd/tyb;ung men pare'-’forp.'ed in to  the ".army w ith o u t any 
• d is'er  £ m iu a ^  upon thoUdands-'.of .--homes w i l l  be', broken /up,
■■'and h e la lo s s  c r i e s . and la m en ta tio n s  w i l l  be r a ise d , to  hes^ri. 'Xvu.r jou r  
n a l i s t  w ent on d e s c r ib in g  th e  th in g s  he had; h eard , the :cli s t r e s s in g  
scene's "ha;had-"witnessed;/ih 'hhëbd ^  h is  -3ourheý and the im passion,
a r t i c l e s  he had w r it t e n  f o r  t ie  E gyp tian  newspapers,. The" M aster - spoke  

;::Gh' J us t i c a u p x o f 1:i -any;' .government ‘must .be-;"the.eo tab -  
: l i s h i i ie h f 'o f  ; eqUai'-j/UQ t ic e .  and' eçiual a p p o r tu n ity  amongst i t s  c i t i z e n s .  
Jus tice"''is; th e  l i g h t  o f  a  n a t io h  th e  lamp burning -amongst the p e o p le  ; 
1 .usfic;e;> :ls ; ; ,th e v:súň;,.;".:t^ó'tt^;;t h e l i g h t ; . o f  ;v/hich p rogress- i s  '.secured and 
p ea ce  ob ta in ë d . í h r pugh.dU81i.oe commerce ' t h r iv e s ,  I n d u s t r i  es ere  cLc — 
vslbp-edjjbmorale; ?:áář-|?r«,fáihě^".thoňesty!ï"s. e s t a b l i s h e d  , in te r n a t io n a l  com 
f  os te r e d  and '.education popular i a s d , /  That n a t io n  i s .  honored and r e e pe­
ed- shave a l l ‘ others,. ^ h ió lř V p r a c tih e sp /š tr ic t '"jus t i c e  ■ and':msrcy in  a l l  it©  
dôalings"''>l;th;;'thev;-oü&$â&; '.íjý: ý usti-cë"..:a nation - i s  e x a l t e d ,  a t ­
ta in in g  to  -thé;p in h a d lh '/o fb ë fdrhal','g lory.. The p a th  o f  J u s t ic e  i s  .the 
go ld en  p a th  o f u n iv e r s a l : s a l v a t i o n .M

, /’bi.'“ /;" ■;'pp:b‘/::p-'bb:. b . i \ - y - S o h r a b . .  ■



Bahai H est;, Mount Carmel , i ia i fa ,£ y r  it- 
J u ly  Z ó , 1914

Bear ï r i e n d e : ~

"Bo not w o r ry . The p r e se n t  e v e n ts  t r a n s p ir in g  i n .................. a e  tcm -
p orary . They w i l l  d isa p p e a r . They are l i k e  the s h i f t i n g ,  a i d l e s s ’y  
moving aucuner c lo u d s in  th e  E a ste rn  sk y . They have no i  < ,in, and uve 
winds w i l l  s c a t t e r  them. P r a is e  he to  God. th a t  1 am now f e e l in g  « e l l  , 
and can communicate W ith th e  'b e lie v e r s  o f  God, Oh I Ahmad* G».t Ahmua* 
he c r ie d  out w ith  th e  l i g h t  o f  en th u siasm  in. h is  h o ly  countenance : **wi th
th e  t ip  o f  my pen 1 can c r e a te  a thousand c i t i e s  l i k e -----------.Vídat do they
th in k ?  What are th ey  dreaming? W ait, w ait' for  a few  months , and thou  
s h a f t  se e  how th ey  have brought m isery  and ignom iny on th e ir  own heads 
And then a f t e r  th is' l i t t l e ,  f i e r y  t a l k ,  the B eloved  commenced d ic t a t in g  
T a b le t s .  î£ore than 40 were r e ta ile d  , in  the morning and the ev en in g  ; no y ’ 
fo r  London, then Manches te r  and S t u t t g a r t ,  W ash in gton , D . 0 •- and Lrhana , 
I l l i n o i s ;  P e r s ia  and I n d ia ,  and .many o th er  c o u n t r ie s .

"Sco," he s a id ,  s m i l in g ,  wkile th e  sutí was s e t t i n g  behind  the W est­
ern n orin on ; “How many t a b le t s  I d ic t a t e d  to d a y . Thou c an st  not .'ovi- 
p la in  any lo n g e r  t You se c  I f e e l  w e ll  and con work you up to  the l i m i t  
o f  your a b i l i t y .  I t  i s  enough fo r  to d a y ."  Then th ree  E gyp tian  gentle-, 
men c a lle d  on him and sta y e d  in  h i s  p resen ce  fo r  an h o u r , t a lk in g  on 
c u rren t to p ic s  and exch an g in g  v iew s on tne e x i s t i n g ,  c r u c ia l  condi t ie n s  
o f  the co u n try .

Por the l a s t  few: d a y s , H aji k ir  sa iïay.iar A li has "been f e e l in g  
w e l l , and in  order to  r e c e iv e  m ed ica l a t t e n t io n ,  the Mas ter  to ld  him 
to  come down from th e  P ilg r im s '  Homo and s ta y  in  the tuouse o f  âge tíoy&u 
Yahya, which i s  o n ly  one b lo ck  away from h ie  own h o u se , T aerofore the 
B eloved  has been c a l l i n g  on him a lm ost every day to  en q u ire  about h is  
h e a lth  and se e  was t  her ho has been ta k in g  h is  m ed ic in e .

Thiar a fte r n o o n , a l l  the s tu d e n ts ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h i s  s e r v a n t , c a l le d  
on K irza ,an d  w n ile  we Were th e r e , l i s t e n in g ,  to h i s  w o r d s ,  the B eloved  
appeared a t  th e  d o o r . Im m ediately  e v e r y o n e  was on h ie  f e e t .  When t h e  
'Master s a t  down and made h is  in q u ir ie s  about th e  h e a lth  o f  th e  Angel o f  
Mount..C arm el, ha turned h is  fa c e  to the s tuaentw , and asked thorn to  
s i n g .  They h e s i t a t e d  fo r  a se c o n d , and when h e  r e q u e s t e d  them a  s e c o n d  
time , th ey  broke out a31 a t once in to  a j o y o u s  son g  o f  m ystic  beauty  
and rap tu rou s c o n secra tio n -; w r it te n  by Bairn*o1111 ah .

In the e v e n in g , th ere  was a good ly  m ee tin g , and a s p i r i t u a l  t a l k  
was d e l iv e r e d  by th e-K in g  o f  our h e a r ts ;  " P r o f i t le s s  d is c u s s io n s  fa t ig u e  
and weary a p erson  . The p e o p le  who c a l l  on me a lm ost every  d ay  carry  
a lo n g  a stream  o f  p r o f i t l e s s ,  u n s p ir i t u a l  t a l k ,  and 1 must l i s t e n  to  
thorn w ith  p a t ie n c e ,  and th e re  i s  no way t o  g e t  r id  of t h i s  e te r n a l  e n n u i  

We are commanded to  a s s o c ia t e  w ith  a l l  the p e o p le . Today tn r ee  p erson t  
c a l l e d ,  and th ey  ta lk e d  fo r  one hour w i t h o u t  any d e f i n i t e  r o 8 u 11 s • T’-no 
u tte r a n c e  o f  man i s  th e  in te r p r e te r  o f  h i s  h e a r t .  In w hichever world 
th e  h e a r t t r a v e r s e s ,  h i s  c o n v e r sa t io n  w i l l  r e v o lv e  around t h a t  p i v o t .  
Prom h is  words you can un derstand  in  what w orld he i s  t r a v e l l in g ;  w heth­
er  he i s  lo o k in g  upward toward th e  realm  o f  M ight or downward to  the  
n e th e r  w orld ; w hether he i s  m ind fu l or unaware ; w hether he i s  awake or 
a s le e p ;  w hether he i s  a l i v e  or d ea d , y or t h is  rea so n  H is H o lin e ss  A i i  
sa y s :  "Man i s  h id den  behind h is  tongue !" Out of the abundance of hi?" h e a r t  
does man sp ea k . There are  p erson s w ith  whom you a s s o c i a t e  and c o n v e r s e .  
T heir u tte r a n c e s  are l i f e - im p a r t in g  , j o y - g iv in g .  The w ith ered  and fa d ed  
i s  r e fr e s h e d , th e  j o y le s s  becomes happy, th e  e x t in c t  becomes drk.in c i l e u
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and ••tpae.’ i i f e l e s g r / i s ^  to e  B reathe o f to e  H oly S p i r i t .  The
one drowned in  to e  s e a  o f  h e s i t a t io n  and doubt i s  saved  by th e  l i f e -  
b o a t o f  c e r t a in t y  and ass u r a n c e ; the one a tta c h e d  to  th is  m a te r ia l  w orld  
becomes se v e r e d  and th e  one, s te e p e d  in  blam ew orthy deeds i s  adorned  
w ith  p r a ise w o rth y  a t t r i b u t e s . 'ÆOh th e  o th er  hand, th e r e  are some p e r ­
so n s whose v e ry  r e s p ir a t io n  e x t in g u is h e s  th e  l i g h t  o f  f a i t h ;  whose con­
v e r s a t io n  w eak en s, fir m n e ss  and s t e a d f a s t n e s s  in  th e  Cause o f  God; whose
a s s o c ia t io n  rob s o n e1 s  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  Kingdom o f  A b ha.------ I f  one
p a s s e s  by a p erfu m ery , h i s  n o s t r i l s  in h a le  s w e e t , d e l i c a t e  fr a g r a n c e s ,  
but i f  he p a s se s  by a tan n ery  he w i l l  draw in to  h i s  lu n gs th e  most rank  
odor and o f f e n s iv e  s m e l l . .  There are  s o u ls  who are th e  s ig n s  o f  g u id ­
ance con d u cive  to  th e  ex p a n s io n  o f  th e  h e a r t s .  The l i g h t  o f  th e  most 
g r e a t  G la d - t id in g s  i s  s h in íh g i í lh  t h e i r  f a c e s .  Hence i t  i s  r e v e a le d  in  
th e  good book; ’In  t h e ir  f a c e s i t h e  fr e sh n e ss , o f  p a r a d ise  and th e  s ig n  
o f  w orsh ip  are  w i t n e s s e d . 1 A ga in : * In  th a t  day t h e ir  countenances are 
rad iant::1tod:Jturned^:;toward;::^ .of th e ir , lo r d * 1 I t  i s  s e l f -
e v id e n t  1 th a t-w h en 1,:a :;so u l;^  he w i l l  in h a le  a  most,
d e l i c a t e  o d o r , and i f  he goes through  a g ra v e-y a rd  t h e •e f f e c t  w i l l  be 
n a u s e a v  -  -The s o u ls  : who are r e j o ic e d  w ith  th e  G la d - t id in g s  o f  God, 
a t t r a c t e d  w ith  to e  Fragrances; o f  H o lih e B s ,se v e r e d  from  aught e l s e  save  
God, commembrat i  ng th e  Name o f  God, w ithdraw n from th e  w orld o f  dark­
n e ss  , t h e ir  th o u g h tsp erm ea ted ; through  and through w ith  s p i r i t u a l  v i - 
b r a t io n  and t h e ir  m essages c o n s is t ir ig :  o£ d iv in e  a d v ic e s  and e x h o r ta ­
t i o n s ,  su ch  s o u ls  are  th e  m a n ife s to r s  cf God's m ercy, th e  ed u ca tors o f  
n a t io n s  and th e  v i v i f i e r a  o f th e  w orld  o f  hum anity . They are guardian  
A n g e ls , t o e  dause o f  human p r o g r ess  and th e  s p i r i t u a l  gu id ée  o f  toe  
w andering  ̂ wandering c h ild r e n  bfvinen . G lory be unto them,; -  -I-’- 
■ . ■ ' ■*’ _ .

Ahmad Sohrab .

Prom Hidden Words- Wisdom)"

°0 ye d is c e r n in g  o n e s 'o f  th e  p e o p le ;  V e r i ly  the Words w h ich  have 
d escen d ed  from th e  heaven o f  thfc" W ill  o f  GOD are th e  so u rce  o f  u n ity  
and harmony fo r  th e  w o r ld . C lo se  your e y es  ro r a c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  and 
welcome a l l  w ith  th e  l ig h t -o f^ O n e n e s s • Be a  ca u se  o f  com fort and p ro­
m otion o f  hum anity . T h is h a n d fu l o f  d u st  , th e  w o r ld , i s  one hbme ; l e t  
i t  be in  u n i t y /  F orsake p r id e ,  i t  i s  a  ca u se  o f  d i s c o r d . F o llo w  th a t  
w h ich  ten d s  to  harm ony.

"C onsort w ith  a l l  th e  p e o p le  w ith  lo v e  and fr a g r a n c e . F e llo w sh ip  
i s  th e .c a u s e  o f  u n ity j  and u n ity  i s  th e  so u rc e  o f  order in  th e  w o r ld /  
B le s s e d  are  th e y  who a r e  k in d  and se r v e  w ith  lo v e ."



Bahai ties t , Mount C arm el, H a ifa , S y r ia  
J u ly  2 a , 1914

Dear F rien d s : -

Grandmother P ftelps., o f  W ashington , D 0 . ,  was a r e a l  Grandmother, 
g e n t l e ,  lo v in g ;  k in d ,' h o s p ita b le  and a Bahai-. She lo v ed  th e  C ause, and 
se r v e d  i t  to  the b e s t  o f  her a b i l i t y  . Her fa c e  was illu m in e d  'with the  
L ig h t o f  the Love o f God, and her dally l i f e  was an example o f  goodness 
and c h a r ity  -to a l l  mankind. In W ashington everybody lo v ed  Grandmother 
P h e lp s . Through her a s s o c ia t io n  th e  w avering h e a r ts  were made f ir m , and 
the despondent c h e e r fu l# Her environm ent s p e l le d  su n sh in e , h ap p in ess  
and s e r e n i t y  . D uring the years o f  my so jou rn  in  W ashington , I grew to 
lo v e  Grandmother P h e lp s , and a l l  th e  yohnger members .of hex fa m ily  .They, 
are a l l  B a h a is . From the v ery  b e g in n in g , Mr. P help s has been an a c t iv e  
worker in  the Cause in  e v er y  s e n se  o f  th e  w ord. For more than th r e e ,  
weeks I was a g u e st  in  - t h e ir ' lo v e ly  home end th e ir  k in d n ess  and genuine  
h o s p i t a l i t y  are engraved upon th e  t a b le t  o f my h e a r t .  In s h o r t ,  a, few  
months ago ottr B eloved  Grandmother P h e lp s dep arted  to  th e  Kingdom o f  
Abha, and her sw eet s p i r i t  soared  toward th e  r o se -g a r d e n  o f  the M er c ifu l  
A ll  th is  tim e I was w atch in g  the o p p o r tu n ity  to beg th e  Mas te r  to  r e v e a l  
fo r  her a V i s i t in g  T a b le t and t h i s  oppor tu n ity  was o f fe r e d  me th e  o th er  
d a y . How I would l i k e  to sh are  i t s  c o n te n ts  w ith  you : -

"A S u p p lic a t io n  b eg g in g  GOD’S Grace in  b e h a lf  o f  the departed  m aid­
se r v a n t  o f  God, M rs. P h e lp s , W ash ington , D.  C.

Upon her be Baha’ o ’ l l a h  E l Abha!

H B I S G 0 I) !
"0 Thou A lm igh ty ’. 0 Thou For g i v e r E n d e a r  th is  b e l i e v in g ,  a ssu red  

m aid servan t o f  Thine in-T hy Kingdom!- Submerge her in  the Sea o f Thy 
Bas tow a l  >• I llu m in e  her fa c e  in  the Kingdom o f  Abha! 0 Thou A lm ighty! 
T his b e l i e v i n g ■s o u i ■heard th e  C a ll o f  th e  Kingdom o f  Abha, was awakened 
from th e  s le e p  o f  N e g lig e n c e  and turned  her fa c e  toward th e  Kingdom o f  
M y s te r ie s ; -  so  th a t  sh e became immersed in  the Sea o f  L ig h ts !

"0 GOD! Bestow  upon, her the d e s ir e  o f  her h e a r t  and through. Thy i n ­
e x h a u s t ib le  Favors i llu m in e  .and endear her in  Thy Kingdom. V e r i ly ,  Thou 
a r t  th e  G enerous, th e  Pardoner and the Kind!

(S ig n ed ) Abdul Baha Abbas .”
Then a S u p p lic a t io n  im p lo r in g  God’s C on firm ation  in  b e h a lf  o f  th e  Chicag  
b e l ie v e r s  fo l lo w s

“0 Thou Kind Lord! Grant to t h i s  b e l i e v in g ,  s in c e r e  s o u ls  h ea v en ly  
C on firm ation ! S u f fe r  ea ch  one o f  them to so a r  l i k e  th e  b ir d s  toward the  
l o f t y .  Apex and cause them to  basome fa m il ia r  l i k e  unto th e  n ig h t in g a le  
w ith  the M elod ies o f  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  and p r a i s e .  S e t  them aglow  l ik e  unt 
th e  lam ps. A llow  them to  become the adornments o f  the orchard and the  
garden l ik e  unto the. f r u i t f u l  t r e e s ,  Malce the h e a r ts  the s h e l l s  co n ta in  

F in g  the p e a r ls  o f  s ig n i f i c a n c e s  and q .ic k e n  th e  s p i r i t s  w ith  Thy M erci­
f u l  B r e a th ;— in  order th a t  each  one o f  them may become engaged' in  the
i i I * ï s oi ?na S Î a lS le ï raf i? ï î ? ®  tS èth
Clement and the G bm p assion ate .

* (S ig n ed ) Ab'duL Ba'hs Abbas ."
M iss B e a tr ic e  I r w in , from London, w rote th is  l i n e  to the B eloved

’’Amidst th e  w h ir l in g  o f  th e  w aters  
There i s  th e  M ystery o f L i g h t . "

T&e^Tablet o f  th e  M aster g iv in g  an in t e r p r e t a t io n  o f  t h i s  v e r se  
i s  n o t w ith o u t i n t e r e s t .  I t  i s  as f o l l o w s : -

th e
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,,i \T ]iy lo r ie f le tte r > !v a .s . r e c e iv e d .. A lthough i t  was s h o r t ,  y e t  i t  con -  
yáínedvd e t a i l e d ’ s i g n i f i c a n c e s lV. -That w ater i s  the W ater o f  E te rn a l L i f e ,  

•jâmidst i t ,  heavôhly; Baptism:;,is ..o b ta in ed  . That w h ir lin g  o f  th e  w ater  
:;is. the w h ir l in g  o f  ' . Di yi ne .T each ings • w h ich  g ran t th e  S p ir ­
i t '  o f  L i f e .  U n q u estio n a b ly  out o f  the w h ir l in g  o f  th e  w aters o f  D iv in e  
Teachings: .the' Mys te r y d o f  ,;th ep lig h t,- .o f Guidance shows f o r t h . .  I  "beg o f  
GOD th a t  th a t  Water may gush ad flo w  c o p io u s ly  out o f  the, n e u tr e  o f  thy  
b e in g . Upon th ee  be Baha E l Abha!

■■ ■ g-gTv'''.'’-' 2 ^  ".3̂ 1151 A b b as.”:"
The c o n te n ts  o f  anoth er T a b le t may .com fort, th e  one, who fee ls ', l o n e ly : - 

, "0. thou: b e l ie v e r  in-’ GODt Thy l e t t e r  was r e c e iv e d ’.' Thou h a s t  com­
p la in e d  on accpunt of; lo n e l in e s s  . Be- thou  n ot sa d . Thou a r t  n o t a .lone, 
"because -GrOdr:isiv’thy\Coinp^ion^';;^iidi-'intimate A s s o c ia t e .  -That s o u l ,is  a lon e  
who. i s  n e g lig é n t-v p f PGODýg  ̂ GOD',: a lth ou gh , he., may' l i v e  in  - •
an in te rm in a b le  d eser  t w ith o u t w ater and v e g e t a t io n ,  y e t  he i s  n o t a lon e  
God i s  w ith , him . £ f  :ý'Wi8•• t 'e r r e a tr ia l  globe, i s  a lw a y s’ obscure
and m isty  and covered  w ith  b la c k , inky c lo u d s .  How th e  thunder r o l l s  
a.nd< ’ataoh'ilbii?^ ' thé. h a i l  f a l l s  and aga in  the snow
'desc'end8:•';^ •̂'''N,6whth•.^eí•«i's::•fag1lři:lď\'hur■r■ibánè• and then  a. tem pestuous to r r e n t  
rushinghdown-^rom ’- the: m o u n t a in - s id e T h e r e f o r e  do n ot th in k  "for one 
moment---that -"these._ t r ia l s íg á ^  ’are c o n fin e d  in  t h e e .’ In r e a l i t y
a l l  ■ t h e ’. p e o p le  .are, s.urrpunded;:wi th  s u f f e r  in g s  : - so  ’th a t  th ey  may. h o t  
a t ta c h e  th e ir ;  h e a r th ::-tpvTthís;., world;-' .seek"': for" ••composure.' and r e s t  in  the  
D iv in e  World and beg fo r  th e  B estow al o f  t h e : Kingdom. ' C o n seq u en tly ,be 
th o u ' g lad  'from the' bottpm o f i t ’h^uhci'art. and be r e jo ic e d  through th e  Divine- 
G la d - t id in g s ,. .  Upon'. thee be Baha E l Abba.

.. ;.::i ■ ř\ .'.-.'HV; ’ (;'S ' ATofi ul. ; Baba Abbas .

To a number o f  b e l ie v e r s  in  C h e lse a , E n glan d , he -vr i t e s : -
■f'.0. y e .,h i e s  sbd sou ls,! g.'.Thank, y e  G0ÍD" • th a t  the Morn, o f  Guidance hath  

a r is e n  from the. Supreme. H orizon  and th e  Sp lendor o f  the Sun o f R e a l i t y  
• hath.' illu m in e d 'ïthe; ' h e a r , D o o r s  o f  ..the Kingdom and’ ye 

e n ter ed  th e r e in , w ith  the- Utmost ; jo y  and -happiness . s t r i v e  y e ,  th e r e ­
fo re .,, w ith  . ap;;,:ÿpür h e a r t  and -so u l,. so  th a t  the raye ,, o f  the on en ess o f  

: -the w orld o f  : human i  tý  and.-U n ivers a l . Love may i l lu m in e  th a t  r e g io n  ; a l l  
mankind may b len d  to g e th e r  and D iv in e  U n ity  may be r e v e a le d  in  th e  hu- 
man w o r ld . Upon ye  be Baha E l Abha!

- ' . i - ; -, :D-j:,,:.|Bigned-) Abdul Baha Abbas .
■ This m orning the;,Beii’cy^d^'was w a lk in g  , in ; t h e  garden . He was w e l l  

and e v id e n t ly  v ery  happy. M ullah Abou Tal-eb, th e  S an ta  C lause o f  Mount 
Carm el, was th e r e .  The Mas ter; walked, to  him and ta p p in g  on h is  sh o u ld ­
er he s a id  g e n t ly  '•T houdid .st s e r v e . th e .  B e l ie  v ers  o f  th e  B le s s e d  P e r ­
fe c t io n ';1 fo r  many a year thou  d id s t  la b o r  for; the Cause o f  God in  Bakou;

' th e r e fo r e  thou a r t  a  b le sse d ;  so u l,. Now, p r a is e  be to  God, .th y  sons are  
gb arry in g  along., th y  work ! Thehbhe s t a r t e d  ito j oke w ith'"him ,■ ..whether he 

i s  a b le  to  w r e s t le  w ith  Ib rah im , who was s ta n d in g  b y , He was read y  to  do 
i t ,■but  i t  was b e t t e r  to .p o s tp o n e  i t  to  th e  i n d e f i n i t e  fu tu r e  .

2y.;;y;h L ast n ig h t  a p i lg r im  a r r iv e d  from' A n tab , : S y r ia .  H is name: i s  Hs.j i  
S h a n e ss . .He s a id  to  ; mel MLôvè; has a  mos t  draw ing pow er. - I t  makes one 
the w i l l i n g  s la v e  o f  a n o th e r . A l l  th e se  r e s t l e s s  p e o p le  are se a r c h in g  
a f t e r  l o v e .  They do! not want a n y th in g  e ls e : .  They know th a t  th e  l i g h t  
o f  th e ir  h e a r ts ,  i s  l o v e .  They ask  each  o th er  e a g e r ly :  ’Where, i s  the  

; fo u n ta in  o f  l o v e ? ’ "

a .........  , .... Ahmad Sbhrab .



Bahai Hast .Mount Carmc^ .Haifa  S y r ia  .
J u ly  10 ,1914 .

D gar Jr i  ends : -

The room in  'which the Beloved spends h i s  mornings and ev en in gs  , 
r e c e i v i n g  the  p e o p le  s.nd r e v e a l i n g  Table ts , :  i s  r i g h t  above th e  room in  
w hich  I w r i t e  and work a l l  !day. When he walks to and f r o ,  I hear d i s ­
t i n c t l y  the g e n t l e  measures o f  h i s  s t e p s ;  no one e l s e  can walk .l ike  
him; the  f i r m ,  steady, l i v e l y ,  m a j e s t i c  s t e p s .  Once your ear is  made 
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  i t , you can never  m istake  i t  for  a n o t h e r .  When ho speaks  
or l a u g h s , ' o n  the w h i t e  wings  o f  the s o f t  b r e e z e s ,  h i s  r i c h ,  mel l i f l uous  
v o i c e ,  now c l e a r l y  and aga in  f a i n t l y  r ea ch es  the ra v ish e d  e a r s . The be - 
l i e v e r e  h e a r in g  t h a t  the  Master i s  go ing  to  revea.l T ab le ts  on such a 
morning or a f t e r n o o n ,  come out  and s t a y  q u i e t l y  and unnoticed in  my 
room, near the 'w indow. On c e r t a i n  o c c a s io n s  w h i l e  d i c t a t i n g  p r a y ers  or 
s u p p l i c a t i o n s  he chants  in  h i s  m e lo d io u s ,  g o d l ik e  v o i c e ,  ev er y  ’'/ord i n ­
s p i r e d  by the  Holy S p i r i t  and r a i s i n g  toward the  Throne of  th e  Almighty’, 
I t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  dur ing  su ch  hours t h a t  the l i s t e n e r s  become alm ost  i n ­
t o x i c a t e d  w i t h  the Wine o f  s p i r i t u a l  j a y .  Today the  Master devoted  h i e  
morning and a f t e r n o o n  hours to  th e  d i c t a t i o n  o f  T a b le t s  fo r  th e  P e r s i a n  
b e l i e v e r s .  Our dear b ro th e r  Shougi E f f e n d i  was t h e  chosen instrum ent  
t o  whom the T a b le t s  were d i c t a t e d ,  and a number o f  the  f r i e n d s ,  in c lu d in  
m y s e l f ,  were the f o r t u n a t e  ones to s i t  near the  window and l i s t e n  to  
the  h ea v en ly  v o i c e  o f  th e  Mas t e r  as the words of. L ig h t  f lowed from h i s  
to n g u e .

In the  e v e n in g  there  was a m ee t in g ,  and the 'Beloved spoke on the 
e t h e r i c  e lem ent  as the cause  o f  l i g h t ,  h e a t  and e l e c t r i c i t y  and the  
t h e o r i e s  o f  w e s tern  p h y s i c i s t s  as regards t h i s  u n seen ,  f i e r y ,  s im p le  
f o t c e  .

Through the s p i r i t u a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  Mr . and Mrs, Albert Vo i l  , the 
town o f  Irb a n a ,  I l l i n o i s ,  has  e n te r e d  the Baliai l i s t  w i th  the form ation  
o f  a new Assembly, and the  incoming r e p o r t s  show the dec id ed  p r o g r e s s  
of  the Cause,  Mr, and Mrs. V a i l  met the  Bel oved in  M alden, and Chicago , 
and from th a t  t ime on they have i d e n t i f i e d ;  them se lves  w i th  t b i s  U n iv e r ­
s a l  Movement o f  Brotherhood ,  and through, t h e i r  s i n c e r e  words and pu re ,  
p e r s o n a l  l i v e s ,  th e y  have a t t r a c t e d  many h e a r t s  to  the Teach ings  o f  
Boha’ o ' l l a h . .  The other  day four  T a b le t s  were r e v e a l e d  f o r  members o f  
th e  Assembly;  Mr. V a i l ,  P r o f .  J .  E. Shook and h ie  l i t t l e  d a u g h te r ,  11: i  - 
s s b e t h .  With the  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  Tahete I w i l l  b r in g  t h i s  l e t t e r  
to  a c l o s e .  To the members o f  the  Assembly he w r i t e s

"0 ye members o f  the  r a d ia n t  Assembly! P r a i s e  be to GOB t h a t  the  
l i g h t s  o f  the Sun o f  R e a l i t y  shone f o r t h  from the h o r izo n  ďf Urbana 
and the M y eter iee  o f  the Kingdom became m a n i f e s t .  What a m e r c i f u l  Assem­
b l y  i s  founded! What, a l o r d l y  c i r c l e  i s  o rgan ized!  Tnis  i s  no other  
s e v e  the C onfirm ations  o f  th e  Kingdom o f  Abha, f o r  i n  t h a t  C ity  such a 
m eet in g  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  This  i s  the  f i r s t  corner  s to n e  o f  the  D iv in e  
S tr u c t u r e  l a i d  in  th a t  d i s t r i c t .  Ere lo n g  i t  w i l l  become a most g r e a t  
E d i f i c e ;  for  the C onfirm ations  o f  God s h a l l  descend unin t e r r u p t e d l y . I 
hope the  rev e re d  members o f  t h a t  C i r c l e  who are  surrounded w i th  the  
Glances o f  th e  B le s s e d  P e r f e c t i o n  and are  fa v o re d  w i t h  th e  Eye o f  P r o v ­
id e n c e ,  w i l l  adorn t h e i r  no b le  hea.de w i th  th e  Crowns o f  E v e r l a s t i n g
Glory and s h in e  'with such b r i l l i a n c y  as to  i l l u m i n e  t h a t  e n t i r e  C o n t i ­
nent. .

"Consequently ,  a r i s e  ye and l i v e  in  accord w i th  the Teachings o f  
His H o l in e s s  Baha’ o ' l l a h ;  -  in  order t h a t  the i n v i s i b l e ,  d i v i n e  ai. do may 
en v e lo p  you.

"The i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  the  world are l i k e  unto the c h i l d r e n .  The 
s u c k l i n g  babes must be nurtured  p r o p e r l y ,  so t h a t  th ey  may a t t a i n  to  
the  age o f  a d o l e s c e n c e .



"B arkn ese  h a s  s u r r o u n d e d  t h e  r e g i o n s  o f  th e  w o r ld .  Thav must h e - 
come i l l u m i n e d  w i t h  t h i s  L i g h t  o f  t h e  Kingdom,

" A p p r e c i a t e  t h e  v a l u e  and th e  s t a t i o n  "of Rev . A l b e r t  V a i l :  for  
t h i s  h o l y  p e r s o n a g e  h a s  l a b o r e d  f o r  y e a r s  w i t h  p a t i e n c e ,  s e r e n i t y  and 
w isd o m .

"The S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  A ssem bly  d e s e r v e s ,  in  r e a l i t y ,  th e  r e s p e c t  
of  a l l ,  f o r  he  i s  w e l l - n i g h  un to  t h e  L o r d .

"The m a i d - s e r v a n t  o f  GOD M rs.  S m ith  i s  a r e v e r e d  l a d y .
"I b e g  o f  GOD t h a t  t h i s  m ost  g r e a t  G l a d - t i d i n g s  may r e a c h  the s t a r s  

o f  in n u m e r a b le  s o u l e .
"In p r a y e r  one muet t u r n  h i s  f a c e  towards t h e  s a n c t i f i e d  R e a l i t y  

o f  H i s  H o l i n e s s  Baba * o * 11 ah.- -  t h a t  R e a l i t y  w h ic h  surroun ds  a l l  th e  p h e ­
nom ena.  D u r i n g  t h e  t im e  o f  p r a y e r  H is  H o l i n e s s  B ah a’ o ’ l l a h  must be 
s i n g l y  and a l o n e  t h e  c e n t r e  to w a rds  whom a l l  t h e  f a c e s  are  turned ,

"I hop:e t h a t  you  may become more i l l u m i n e d  day by day .
Upon y e  be Baha E l  Abha!

( S i g n e d )  Abdul Baba Abbas 
To l í r .  A l b e r t  Va . i l  he  w r i t e s : -

"0 t h o u  h e r a l d  o f  th e  Kingdom o f  God! The f o u n d a t i o n  o f  a.13. the­
ll a n a r c h s  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  n o tw i  th s  tand in g  t h e i r  i m p e r i a l  e overe  1 gm.y , r o y a l  • 
p u r p l e ,  s e r r i e d  r a n k s  o f  a r m ie s  and v a s t  E m p ir e s ,  was e n t i r e l y  c o l l a p s e d  
i n  a- s h o r t  w h i l e .  There  r em a in e d  b e h in d  them no name nor t r a c e ,  no a y •• 
t h o r i t y  n o r  d o m in io n  ; no i m m o r t a l i t y  i n  t h i s  : t e r r e s  t r i o l  g lo b e  nor d id  
t h e y  r e c e i v e  a s h a r e  o f  t h e  E t e r n a l  L i f e  in  th e  Kingdom o f  h e a v e n .

"On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  c o n s i d e r  the  Aipoe t i e s  o f  C h r i s t !  A lthough o u t ­
w a r d l y  t h e y  w ere  f i s h e r m e n ,  y e t  b e c a u s e  t h e y .ren ounced  t h i s  w o r l d , 
opened t h e i r  e y e s  t o  the  D i v i n e  U n i v e r s e ,  f o r g o t  e n t i r e l y  t h e i r  p e r so n a l  
s e l v e s ,  d e d i c a t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  to  th e  L i g h t  o f  the  w o r ld  and b eca u se  s e l f  
s a c r i f i c i n g  i n  t h e  P a t h  o f  H is  H o l i n e s s  C h r i s t  “-Kay my l i f e  bo a. ransom 
to  H i r n ! - - t h o s e  f  i s  h e r  men t o d a y  a re  s h i n i n g  and gl  earning with, the L ig h t  
o f  GOD from  t h e  H o r iz o n  o f  E t e r n i t y .  A l l  th e  Kings are t h e i r  s l a v e s  
and t h e  h i g h e s t  w o r l d  i s  b r i g h t e n e d  w i t h  th e  l i g h t  o f  t h e i r  f a c e s  .Every  
t o n g u e  i s  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e i r  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  and -every h e a r t  i s  r e j o i c e d  
w i t h  t h e i r  l o v e .

" R e f l e c t  th o u  f o r  a moment t h a t  t h i s  S o v e r e i g n t y  i s  the  r e a l  S o v e r ­
e i g n t y  , b u t  th e  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  th e  K in g s  i s  t e m p o r a l . I t  i s  in  a d d i t i o n  
f r a u g h t  w i t h  t h o u s a n d s  o f  s o r r o w s ,  rem o rse  and p e r p l e x i t i e s  and i t s  end 
i s  r e g r e t s ,  d e p r i v a t i o n s  and s e l f - c o n d e m n s t i o n .

"How thank  thou God ■ t h a t  th o u  has p l a c e d  on thy  head t h a t  r a d i a n t ,  

Crown! A l t h o u g h  i t s  im p o r ta n c e  i s  n o t  noe m a n i f e s t , y e t  e v e  l o n g  i t  
w i l l  become e v i d e n t  and as c l e a r  as  s u n l i g h t .

"During t h e i r  l i f e - t i m e  th e  A p o s t l e s  were  a lways under the  ta u n t  
and p e r s e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  e n e m i e s ,  and no one  d e ig n e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e i r  
d e g r e e s  and s t a t i o n s .  Now t h e y  were  p r i s o n e r s  in  the  dark j a i l ,  end 
anon bhTown b e n e a t h  t h e  co n tem p t  and punishm ent  o f  the  a d v e r o a r ie s  
f i n a l l y  many o f  them s a c r i f i c e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  -upon the  c r o s s  f o r  His High­
n e s s  t h e  A l m i g h t y .  But c o n s i d e r  h o w  a f te r w a r d  th ey  shone  f o r t h  l i k e  
v.n to th e  s t a r s  and i l ,u m ir i f id  t h e  w o r ld !  T h is  i s  L i f e  E t e r n a l

"In s h o r t ,  p r a i s e  be  t o  God t h a t  the  Doors o f  t h e s e  b e s t o w a l s  are  
w id e  open b e f o r e  t h e e  .and s u c h  Ever  l a s  t i n g  G lo r y  i s  prepared  .and mode 
r e a d y .

" T h e r e fo r e  s t r i v e  th o u  w i t h  h e a r t  and s o u l ;  do n o t  roSt, ; summon 'the 
p e o p l e  t o  the  D i v i n e  Kingdom and a r i s e  w i t h  n i l  thy  might rm main to  
p r o m u l g a t e  t h e  T e a c h in g s  o f  His  H o l i n e s s  Baha * o ’ 11 .ah—L-Lay my l i f e  I'-'- a 
s a c r i f i c e  t o  Him! - - s o  t h a t  t h a t  g l o r i o u s  Diadem may adorn and crown the
h ea d  o f  t h a t  r a r e  s o u l .  In  the  Kingdom o f  GOD. rhiiK B e s to w a l  i s  f o r e ­
o r d a i n e d  f o r  t h e e .  I hope th o u  w i l t  p u t  f o r t h  an e f f o r t  so  that, t i t s  
f.o r e  or d in  a t  i  on m ig h t  s t e p  i n t o  th e  w o r ld  o f  r é a l i s a  t.ion .

/fu i; / ,1 9 1 4  - 2 -
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Jf. Convey to a lT ‘t^-fcj§li;evers or "G03>‘ raý most 'wonderful' Aloha, Greeting:.'
"  ’ ?  Upon-vt^oybe Batya El Abha,

% ' 1 C (Signed) Abdul P°ha Abbas.
To P ro f. Shook ho w rites

"0 , thouTrjsalýfriendl P ra ise  ;bev tp God -.that -.thpu; has t.:perfi^pjd;:,thy : 
n o s tr ils , wi thythé. Br eeze p f th^^Rplse-garden ; p‘fvAbha A?yf^ d id s t ?f 'ind ,
the 'B>oo;p8'?pt.%&h,e i wide -ppenu and1 w ith  ?exoeé<iingS^^
exh ilerátibn^ thou  d id s t  en ter ’tHe “.c ir c le  o f  those' ÿhQ:''':3$a^ •
w ith  the Beauty and P erfection,?pf pod. . Thou hast Become awakened and 
h ast abandoned, an cien t dogmas '.and- superannuated tra d itio n s  ,"•' Thou d idst; y 
become a wooer?of R e a lity  and weirt: re leased  from the world of a cc id en t. ■,■? 
Thou wert' in f  ormed-with "‘the” M ysteries of the Holy Books and w ith , a sw eet': 
Melody a r t engaged*.*in t ’ha? g lo r if ic a t io n  and p ra ise  o f the Glorious .
Lord. The' CplT of''Hil8<ÿH01düeseiBaha, o tllah --m ay my l i f e  he a ransom-tdX.v 
Him i - -  so’ influenced*. thee,\that;. thou h a st decided to  move to another 
c i t y  and w h i le ‘th ere-u p ra ise  the D iviïie Standard, in v ite  the people 
to  the Kingdom*of;the B lessed  P er fec tio n  and e s ta b lis h  the m erciful 
Assembly. T h is 'in ten tip n  i s  very sacred . I hope thou w i l t  become? 
a s s is te d  th e r e in . / " v f ' ;

Upon iheeVhe Baha? HI Abha.
’ ■ - /(S ig n ed ) Abdul Baha Abbas ;

The la s t  i s  to  l i t t le j h * i2 a b e |k  Shook:-.
“0 thou s p ir itu a l'c h i ld '!* /I  hope th a t thou mayst become a d e b a te r  

o f  the Kingdom and become conducive to  the d iffu s io n  o f  the heavenly:; 
Xdght, be considered the p h y sica l and the. s p ir i tu a l  ch ild V of. thy noble 
fa th er  and announce, the ,Teacjy$gs^of His, Holiness?Baha»:b-*d i^

-.•gatherings, and most important?me'etin^s4, ? ■ 5 ■
ť ’ ' 4 - v | ' s  * \  -.i’-.’ji ' \* vS". Í ; / '

, - Upon"-thee»?be'Baha El' Ahtoia! ’ > * *

. *V. • ,1 ̂ ■ f l  J[Signpd). vAbdul Baha Abbas.



Baňa i M est, Mount Carm el, H aifa  S y r ia .
J u ly  51 , 1914

Dear P rien d s
The most f a s c in a t in g  stu d y  i s  to  read  s y m p a th e t ic a l ly  th e  many 

hundreds' o f  l e t t e r s  th a t  come to Abdul Baha from a l l  p a r te  o f  th e  w o r ld , 
e s p e c i a l ly  from Europe aid A m erica. These l e t t e r s  in  many c a ses
c o n ta in  the m ost n a tu ra l., sp on tan eou s ou tp ou rin gs o f  the h e a r t s ;  th ro b b ­
in g  c r i e s  fo r  more s p i r i t u a l  l i g h t  and wisdom and the need o f  the guid - 
anco o f th e  H oly S p i r i t .  Touching the human p la n e , the range of persona;] 
■«ishes and in d iv id u a l a s p ir a t io n s  i s  as i n f i n i t e  as the mind o f  man 
i s  a b le  to  c o n c e iv e !  A sid e  from the more le g i t im a t e  d e s ir e s  o f man for  
h a p p in e s s , c o m fo r t, s u c c e s s  u s e fu ln e s s  in  l i f e ,  e t c . w ith  which the 
l e t t e r s  teem e lo q u e n t ly ,  nô if and then  comes the record  o f the moot i n ­
t e r e s t in g  d e s i r e s .  Here i s  a l e t t e r  from an e x p e c ta n t m other. She asks 
fo r  a name fo r  her y e t  : unborn c h i ld ;  another p erson  d e s ir e s  to move from 
her p r e se n t  ap artm en t, :and. sh e would l ik e  to  know w hether Abdul Baha 
Approves of; i t ;  a- young man has q u arre led  w ith  h ie  sw eeth ea rt»  and he 
wonders w hether th e  M a ster ’ s s p i r i t u a l  power i s  s tr o n g  enough, to b r in g  
obout the m u ch -lon ged -for  r e c o n c i l i a t io n ;  u n exp ected  e v en ts  ha.be e s ­
tran ged  a' man and w i f e ,  a n d .-fa lse  p r id e  has ' sep a ra ted  them; he i s  r e ­
p in in g ,  in  l o n e l i n e s s .  W ill  n o t th e  B eloved  b r in g  back in to  th e ir  l i v e s  
th e  sw ee t harmony o f . t h e  f i r s t  few  months o f  t h e ir  id e a l c o u r tsh ip  and 
the f i r s t  few  y ea rs o f  th e ir  b l i s s f u l ,  happy m arried' l i f e ?  A man has 
in v e n te d  a. t r a n s a t la n t ic  a ir s h ip ;  w i l l  n o t Abdul Baha in s n ir e  the h ea rt  
o f  a c a p i t a l i s t  to a s s i s t  him f i n a n c i a l l y  in  the c o n s tr u c t io n  o f  th is  
a i r - c r a f t ,  and thus- dem on strate  to  th e  w orld  th a t  th e  s c ie n c e  o f  a v ia ­
t io n  has been ma,de p r a c t i c a l .  Another p erso n  d e s ir e s  to  b u ild  a, house;
w i l l  not the M aster in tro d u ce  him to  a r ic h  somebody? A woman has been
r id ic u le d  and abu se d : by her  enem ies ; sh ou ld  she n o t carry  th e  casse to  
th e  Court? A man i s  torm ented by th e  anim al magnetism  o f h is  fo e s  ; -v ill  
Abdul Baha be k in d  enough to s to p  them from • t h i s  f i e n d i s h  work? A woman 
c a b le s  w hether she sh ou ld  be o p era ted  upon; w i l l  the M aster a d v ise  her 
what to  do? I might- go on r e c i t i n g  hundreds o f  s im ila r  w is h e s , but th is
i s  enough to show you how th e  w orld  oomos to  Abdul Baha with a l l  her cu­
r io u s  d e s i r e s .  Amongst o th er  in t e r e s t in g  th in g s  are the c h ild r e n  * * l e t ­
t e r s ,  so  f u l l  o f  a f f e c t io n a t e  s i m p l i c i t y ,  s w e e tn e s s , d ir e c tn e s s  and b eau­
t i f u l  t r u s t .  X have in  my hand a l o v e l y  l e t t e r  w r it te n  to  Abdul Baha 
by a ten  year  o ld  g i r l ,  M iss "K atholeen H i l l i s " ,  from Loo A n g e le s . The 
M aster was v e ry  p le a se d  w ith  i t ,  -laughed over i t ,  and d ic t a t e d  a T a b le t  
fo r  her  t h i s  a fte r n o o n . I w i l l  quote i t  htere as a type r e p r e se n t in g  
many o th e r s ,  n e ith e r  w i l l  1 make any c o r r e c t io n : -

"Dear B r o th e r , I do n o t know you very  w e l l .  Mother has th e  book o f  
your l i f e  and has been r e a d in g  i t  to  me and I th in k  i t  i s  very  b e a u t i fu l  
I am o n ly  ten  y ea rs o f  age and know v e r y  l i t t l e  o f  the H eavenly Wisdom.
I t r e a t  o th e r 's  and m y se lf  when a l i t t l e  th in g  so sm a ll th a t we ennnest 
s e e  tr y s  to  r u le  u s . I want to  ask yqu i f  my way o f  t r e a t in g  is  your 
way? At f i r s t  I saw' a go ld en  ray  come from the sun and a s i l v e r  rayo 
comes from my h e a r t .  But mother s a id :  'The o th er  v id e  o f the sun i s  
more s p i r i t u a l  than the s id e  we s e e . '  So now I s e e  the o u t l in e  o f  Cod's 
head and the r e s t  i s  f l u f f y  w h ite  robs (r o b e s )  and go lden  rays comes o 
from h is  o u ts tr e tc h e d  f in g e r s .

"I have f i v e  grown bantam ch ick en s and sev en  b a b ie s .  T lo v e  them 
v e r y  much.

"My b ro th er  D on v il (p ro b a b ly  D a n ie l)  and I have a p a r r o t .  The p ar­
r o t  s le e p s  out on door o f  th e  c h ic k e n 's  pen, a t noon.

"I have two c o u sin s  th a t  l i v e  w ith  me; one i s  s tu d y in g  th e  v o ic e ,
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-ie o th e r . pl ays - y e r i y -would'  h e lp  then  to  
id srsta n d  th e re  p ow ers. I w ish  you would h e lp  me W ith my m usic t ó .  X 

/ a n t  you to  t e l l  me what k in d  o f  a in stru m en t;/'i's m ost s p i r i t u a l . . I thihik  
/trie golden  h a r p . I hope th a t  l  ean keep in  tou ch  w ith  you through th e  

/ e t h e r  u n t i l  w e,m eet fa c e  to  f a c e .  WiiÎçi/G0d^s::-> r e ^ ^  i -
K a th o leen  H i l l i s . "
Abdul Baha w r ite s  her the fo l lo w in g  T ab le t

"0 th ou  dear l i t t l e  g i r l !  Thy l e t t e r  was r e c e iv e d . Thou w i l t  Be­
come inform ed w ith  th e  h e a v e n ly  T each in gs and1 w ilt'B eco m e confirm ed to  
l i v e  in  accord  w ith  th e se  h e a v e n ly  P r in c ip le s .  The ’Golden r a y ’ was the  
r a y  o f  th e  Sun o f  R e a l i t y ,  I hope i t  may he c a s t  upon thy h e a r t .

' ■/"Bbythou k in d  to  the ’bantam ch ick en s and t h e ir  b a b ie s ’ a id  take  
good cáre  o f  them; so  th a t  thou m ayst le a r n  how to t r a in  the l i v i n g  
c r e a t u r e s . Teach and ed u ca te  th e  p a r r o t in  ord er  th a t  sh e  may become 
th e  ca u se  o f^ th y  h a p p in ess  and l i k e  unto h er  thou mayst be in s tr u c te d  
w ith , the h e a v e n ly  Words, A lthough  the p a r r o t  may be u n con sc iou s o f  
th e  meaning o f  her p h r a s e s , y e t  God w illiB ^ gj/tb y^ h eartv-w ill'B e'd n sp ired ;-' 
w ith  su ch  u tte r a n c e w , the s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  w hich w i l l  be r e v e a le d  to  
th e e  f i r s t  and th en  the,"words' w i l l  f lo w  from th y  ton gu e. P e r fe c t  th y s e lf  
in  th e  a r t  o f  m usic; s o  th a t  thou  m ayst be a b le  to  p la y  on th e  harp 
m ost d iv in e ly .

’•Ufcon th e e  ; Be Baha E l Abha!
‘ (S ig n ed ) Abdul Baha. Abbas

On th e  e n v e lo p e  o f  M iss "K atholeen’ a l e t t e r ,  the' fo l lo w in g  p o e t ic  l in e  
was w r i t t e n ,  p r o b a b ly :.bý h er  m other. "Prom a b e a u t i f u l  w h ite  rose-b u d  
o f  C a l i f o r n ia  to  th e  f u l l  blowrn W hite, Rose o f  P e r s ia .  "

■ T h is m orning th e ;B e l° v e á  w alked through the garden i w ic e , a n d , .then 
w ent inro th e  r e c e p t io n  room, d i c t â t in g  T a b le ts  to  Shougi E ffe n d i u n t i l  
noon . .A /'íeťtjer^ftf'^  fthe"news th a t  th ey  have commemorated
th e  Chi 1 dreh ' d' day iy/on - th e / Mas ter: w as. p r e s e n t  l a s t  y ea r  . A long -
•with o th er  d e c o r a t io n s / ahdl ti^ ^ u gh  f l o r a l  fe e  toons th ey  had d i s ­
p la y e d  the P e r s ia n  F la g , W ith t h i s  th e  M aster was v e ry  p le a s e d ,  and 
he asked Shougi, E f fe n d i it  o /se n d  ht Bat l e t t e r  to  ttoe E d ito r  o f  a P e r s ia n  
newspaper in  C a iro : thus he m ight r e a l i z e  how th e  f l a g  and th e  name
o f  P e r s ia  are  honored in  Germany,

In  tb e  a fter n o o n  I was c a l le d ! in t o  h i s  H oly P r e s e n c e , and from  
two to  f i v e  innum erable T a b le ts  w ere d ic t a t e d  fo r  Europe and A m erica.

Ahmad Sohrab.



Ba,liai  Bef it ,  Mount Carmel ,Hn i fa. , Sy r ia  
August 1 ,  1014

I) e ar Fr ian,ds : -
M oonlight!  M oonlight!  M oonlight!  0h!; To walk on t h i s  d i v i n e  

m oonl ight  n i g h t  i n  the  garden o f  Abdul Baha! I can h ard ly  conta in  myself  
because  i t s  j o y  i s  so  k e e n - f e l t ,  and i t s  h a p p in ess  i s  so  in tox ica t ing* .  
The f a i r ,  s o f t ,  s i l v e r y  beams o f  the moon have transformed the n i rhi, 
i n t o  a scen e  o f  m y st ic  enchantment and d i v i n e ,  u n u t t e r a b le  Mystery. ’ The 
l i t t l e  drops o f  water on the l e a v e s  and p e t a l s  gleamed and g l is ten ed ,  :n  
the  m o o n l ig h t  l i k e  ever  so  many p i e c e s  o f  uhcut d ia m o n d s /  I t  was as  
though I were w a lk in g  in  the E l y s i a n  f i e l d s  o f  b l i s s f u l  c o n te n t  . I n ­
s i d e  o f  the  house the  B e loved  was e n t e r t a i n i n g  a number o f  Arab guests . ,  
and now and then we could  hear h i s  c l e a r ,  r eso n a n t  v o i c e ;  o u t s i d e ,  t h e ’ 
world was f l o o d e d  w i t h  m oon l igh t  and the  Mountain lo o k in g  calm and mysti  
was bathed in  i t s  white,  l i g h t !  The s t a r e  l i k e  the s a t e l l i t e s  a ttended  
th e  Court o f  the  Queen o f  the n i g h t ,  and shone as b r i l l i a n t l y  as they  
e v e r  d id ;  the d e l i c a t e  s c e n t  o f  the f lo w e r s  perfumed the n o s t r i l s  and 
f i l l e d  th e  h e a r t  with many sweet  f r a g r a n c e s .  The heavens indeed de ­
c l a r e d  the  G lory  o f ,God! The b e l i e v e r s  were s c a t t e r e d  here  and there  in
the  garden,  t a l k i n g  about the  m erc ie s  o f  the Kingdom, txô s i n g i n g  the
son gs  o f  l i g h t  and l i f e .  How I walked& lone , th in k in g  o f  th e  p a s t  years.,
and how God in  Hie Goodness and Grace has taken me throughout a l l  lands  
and s e a s ,  showing me the  wonders o f  Hie Truth and p l a c i n g  me a t  l a s t  
i n  t h i s  h o l i e s t  o f  a l l  Mountains - -H is  own M ountain. What e l s e  i s  there  
f o r  mortal  man to  a s p i r e  t o !  Here indeed i s  D iv in e  Love,  c e l e s t i a l  bro­
therh ood ,  s p i r i t u a l  Peace and the r e f u l g e n t  I d e a l s  o f  the Kingdom of  
Abha! D a i l y  am I an e y e - w i t n e s s  o f  the  d i v i n e  l i f e  as i t  i s  a c t u a l l y  
l i v e d  by ABdul Baha on t h i s  e a r t h ,  and as i t  ought to  be l i v e d  by the 
p r e s e n t  and fu tu r e  g e n e r a t io n s  o f  hum anity .  The world w i l l  come at  l a s t  
to  f i n d  in  him the l i v i n g  e x p r e s s io n s  o f  the h i g h e s t  i d e a l s  o f  s o c i a l ,  
c o l l e c t i v e  and b r o t h e r l y  c i v i l i s a t i o n .  In him one f in d s  embodied in  a 
c o n c r e t e ,  o b j e c t i v e  way, the  a b s t r a c t ,  s u b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  j u s t i c e ,  
in te r d e p e n d e n c e ,  D iv in e  d u ty ,  and the g r e a t  i d e a l s  of  the  T w en t ie th  Cen­
t u r y .  This  i s  a s s u r e d ly  th e  e ra  o f  i n t e r - r a c i a l  amity  and f r a t e r n i t y ,  
t/e have a lr e a d y  ushered in  under i t s  a l l - i n c l u s i v e  canopy and are  ob­
s e r v i n g  how l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  a l l  n a t i o n a l  id ea s  are b e in g  r e p la c e d  by 
world  i d e a s .  P i l l e d  w i t h  h o l y  e n th u s ia sm ,  i n s p i r e d  w i t h  the  r i g h t e o u s ­
n e s s  o f  the  Cause ,  r e a l i z i n g  the  beauty  o f  h o l i n e s s  , s t irred ,  w ith  f r e s h  
outp our ings  o f  the h e a v e n ly  J e ru sa lem ,  moved by the  r i c h  harmonies and 
v a r i e d  d ia p a so n s  o f  the s p i r i t u a l  o r c h e s t r a ,  the  l e a d e r s  o f  humanity are 
r i s i n g  in  a l l  p a r t s  of  the  world to  se r v e  the  Cause o f  U n iv ersa l  Peace  
and s o c i a l  s o l i d a r i t y .  Abdul Baha, w h i l e  l i v i n g  on Mount Carmel, i s  
w a tc h in g  the im p e r ia l  march o f  the  p r o c e s s i o n  o f  t h e s e  Godlike i d e a l s ,  
and by h i s  example and w o r d s , encouraging  the l i b e r a l  l e a d e r  o f  every  
movement to in c r e a s e  h i s  a c t i v i t y  and u s e f u l n e s s .

While  the  s t u d e n t s  were s i n g i n g  the Bahai songs in  the rose-garden  
and. w h is p e r in g  to each o th er  the beauty  o f  t h i s  charming moonlight  n ig h t  
and e x p e c t i n g  t h a t  the Be loved  might c a l l  them i n t o  h i s  p resen ce  at  
alm ost  any moment, a' c a r r ia g e  stopped a t  the  ga te  and a I  as h a , a c co m ­
panied by a prominent c i t i z e n  , a l i g h t e d .  They were taken d i r e c t l y  to  
the  M a ster ,  and thus we gave up hope o f  s e e i n g  him f o r  t h i s  even ing  and 
decided to ascend the  Mountain. R e l u c t a n t l y  we l e f t  the garden , and 
hand in  hand, w i t h  the  joyous  s i n g i n g  s t u d e n t s ,  we reached our r o o m s .

Both in  the morning and in the a f ter n o o n  the  Beloved d i c t a t e d  many 
T a b le t s  to  our dear b r o t h e r , Shougi  E f f e n d i  . Then b e f o r e  s u n s e t  he took
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a lo n g  w alk , and on M b r e tu r n  we had o n ly  a f l e e t i n g  g lim p se o f  him .
Y esterd a y  w h ile  he was d i c t a t in g  T a b le t s ,  he su d d en ly  stop ped  and 

tu r n in g  h i s  f a c e , to  me, he s a id :  »S ee!I have been d ic t a t in g  T a b le ts  and 
t a lk in g  from m orning t i l l  now, and I am n ot a t a l l  t i r e d  . I am f e e l in g
w e l l .  I  am hap py. What e l s e  d o s t  thou know?---- D ost thou  g e t  t ir e d  o f
w orking? No? I t  does h o t seem so to m e. I f  thou d o s t  work day and 
n ig h t ,  y e t  thou  a r t  n o t t i r e d .  On t h i s  accou n t I am m ost p le a se d  w ith  
th e e .  I  have n o t seen  in  th ee  any tr a c e  o f  e x h a u stio n  and f a t ig u e  from 
la b o r , I have n ever  seen  th e e  id le . ,  b u t alw ays b u sy . Thou h a s t  f ir m ­
n e s s  o f  purpose and d e ter m in a tio n  o f  w i l l .  T h is i s  v ery  good . The tr e e  
o f  th e  l i f e  o f  man must produce d e l ic io u s  f r u i t s  o f  u n s e l f i s h  s e r v i c e ,  
o th e r w ise  i t  w i l l  be thrown in to  th e  oven th e r e  to  burn as w o o d .”

A l e t t e r  from F lo r e n c e , I t a l y ,  w r it te n :b y  D octor R oberto A s s a g io lo ,  
gave him much p le a s u r e , and e l i c i t e d  an answ er. The l e t t e r  i s  as f o l ­
low s : -

"Most Honored T eacher! 'As, my fr ie n d  M rs. Ford has a lr e a d y  inform ed  
y o u , th e r e  i s  in  F lo ren ce  a "group o f  p erso n s in t e r e s t e d  in  your T each­
in g s ,  and we would be v e ry  g lad  i f  you cou ld  s to p  h ere  on your jou rn ey  
to  d e l iv e r  your m essa g e . I am w r it in g  in  b e h a lf  o f  th e  Committee o f  the 
’B ib l io t e c a  F i l o s o f i c a '  . This: i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  w i l l i n g  to  g iv e  you fr e e  
u se  o f  i t s  h a l l  fo r  le c t u r e s  or any p r iv a te  m eetin gs or c o n v e r sa tio n s  
you would l i k e  to  h a v e . Any; tim e would be c o n v e n ien t a f t e r  the summer . 
We hope th a t  we w i l l :  be granted  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  h e a r in g  your m essage . 
W ith r e v e r e n t  homage.

(S ig n ed ) D . E . A s sa g io lo  ."
The T a b le t o f  th e  M aster i s ,  as f o l l o w s : -

"0 thou dear r e sp e c te d  p erso n a g e! Thy l e t t e r  was r e c e iv e d .  From i t s  
c o n te n ts  i t  became e v id e n t  th a t  th e re  i s  a  S o c ie t y  in  F lo r e n c e , the mem­
b e r s  o f  w h ich  are i n t e r e s t e d . i n  th e  T each in gs o f  B a h a 'o ' l la h .  I lo n g  
v e ry  much to .p r e s e n t  m y se lf  in  th a t  S o c ie t y ,  b u t now I am l i v i n g  in  the  
H oly Land, and my o c cu p a tio n s  are num erous. L e t te r s  are b e in g  r e c e iv e d  
from the E a st  and the West in  a c o n tin u o u s , unbroken c h a in , and day and 
n ig h t  I am answ ering  them . However, th e re  seems to  be no end to  t h i s  
c o rresp o n d en ce .

"Convey my h ig h e s t  c o n s id e r a t io n  to  the h on orab le  members o f  the  
Committee o f  B ib lo te c a  F i l o s o f i c a . W ith h e a r t  and s o u l I lo v e  th a t  
Committee . On my b e h a lf  g iv e  them the fo l lo w in g  m essage

"’0 ye members o f  th e  rev ered  Committee! I became much p le a se d  and 
g r a te f u l  on accou n t o f  your humane s u s c e p t i b i l i t i e s .  I  o f f e r  my thanks 
to  y ou . I t  i s  somewhat d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me to  come to  you d u rin g  t h i s  Win­
t e r ,  fo r  th e r e  are many o b s ta c le s  in  th e  w ay. The T each in gs o f  Balia*o- 
l l a h  are  p u b lish e d  arid c ir c u la t e d  in  a l l  th e  r e g io n s  o f  th e  w o r ld . You 
may w r ite  to  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  fo r  th e  t r a n s la t io n  o f  a  number o f  the  
works and T a b le ts  o f  B a h a 'o ’ l l a h ,  l ik e w is e  th e  ad d ress th a t  I d e liv e r e d  
b e fo r e  nabt a u d ien ces in  Am erica and E u rop e. Some o f  th e s e  sp eech es are  
p u b lish e d  in  th e  new spapers and m agazines , w h ile  a number o f  o th ers  are  
c o l l e c t e d  and p r in te d , in  book fo rm .'

Upon th e e  be g r e e t in g  and p r a is e !
: (S ig n ed ) Abdul Baha Abbas."

The‘"'moonlit Mount Carmel send s you lo v in g  g r e e t in g  a.nd fr a te r n a l  
s a lu t a t io n !  The s t a r l i t  heaven o f  t h i s  H oly Land w ish es  to  be remembered 
to  you . The f lo w e r s  o f  th e  r o se -g a r d e n  o f  the B eloved  forward to vou 
th e ir  sw eet fr a g r a n c e s . They w ish  so much you cou ld  8e h e r e .  They1'are  
c e r ta in  you would have en joyed  e v e r y th in g !

Ahmad S o h ra b .



Bahai B e s t ,  Mount Carmel, H a i f a , S y r i a  
August 2, 1914 .

Dear F r i e n d s : -
The s t r a n g e s t  and most i r r e g u l a r  t h i n g  th a t  could happen 

to d a y  was t h i s :  I  d id  not see  t h e  Masteři  I heard h i s  h e a v e n ly
Voice  as  he d i c t a t e d  T a b le t s  to  Shougi E f fe n d i ;  I  l i s t e n e d  to  th e  
sweet t r i p p i n g s  of h i s  f e e t  a s  he walked above my head i n  h i s  room; 
bût I d id  not  have the  p r i v i l e g e  o f  lo o k in g  in t o  h i s  d i v i n e  Counte­
nance and c a t c h i n g  h i s  d i v i n e  s m i l e .  In  th e  e v en in g  he went out ,  
but he l e f t  and en tered  the  house a t  a t ime when I was not walking  
in  the  garden,  and th u s  t h i s  s l e n d e r  o p p o r tu n i ty  a l s o  s l i p p e d  out  
o f  my hands .  I cannot c a l l  t h i s  an y th in g  e l s e  but a misfortune-,  
p l a i n  and s im p le .  When I ascended the Mountains t h i s  evening I f e l t  
something m i s s i n g .  I  was s p i r i t u a l l y  hungry, and longed for  th e  
i d e a l  food th a t  o n ly  the .  Beloved can g i v e .  With th e  hope th a t  p er ­
haps tomorroe I would be most f o r t u n a t e ,  I e n ter ed  my H o st .  The 
bird  o f  t h i s  B est  i s  now Badi,  who f i l l s . t h e  Mountain e v e r y  n ig h t  
w ith  h i s  s o n g s .  S tan d in g  on th e  porch in  th e  b e a u t i f u l  m oon l igh t ,  
he breaks out i n t o  g l o r i o u s  songs o f  joy  and e c s t a s y .  In th e  s t i l l  
n ig h t  the  resonance  of h i s  r i n g i n g  v o i c e  ■ r ea c h e s  a f a r  o f f ,  and nary; 
b e l i e v e r s  l i v i n g  a t  the  f o o t  o f  Mount 0armel hear i t  • u i t e  d i s t i n c t l y  
and c l e a r l y .

Having n o th in g  e l s e  to  w r i t e ,  I w i l l  share  w ith  you the  
c o n t e n t s  o f  a few T a b le t s  r e v e a le d  a few days ago : -  
To Los A n g e le s  b e l i e v e r s ,  he says  : -

"0 ye who a r e  a t t r a c t e d  to  the  ‘Kingdom of  God? Your l e t t e r  
was r e c e i v e d .  I t  was a g l o r i o u s  p r o o f  t o  your f i r m n e s s  i n  the Cause 
o f  God. P r a i s e  be t o  God t h a t  w i t h  th e  utmost joy  and fra g r a n c e  you 
are  engaged i n  l a y i n g  the  fo u n d a t io n  o f  the  e d i f i c e  o f  g u id a nce ,  ore  
s t r i v i n g  i n  the  promotion o f  the  Teach ings  o f  His H ighness  the  '.1© 
m ighty ,  and l i k e  unto  th e  b i r d s  o f  the  meadows you are  r a i s i n g  the  
melody o f  th e  Kingdom i n  t h a t  A sse m h ly - - th u s  you may become conducive  
t o  th e  guidance  o f  o t h e r s  and the  meand o f  th e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  the  h e l p ­
l e s s  o n e s .  This  i n t e n t i o n  i s  th e  cause  o f  the  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  th a t  
bounty and i t  i s  c e r t a i n  th a t  the  Confirm ation  of  t h e  Lord o f  Glory  
s h a l l  descend upon you? Upon ye be Balia El Abha&

( Signed)  Abdul Balia A b b a s .”

To th e  f r i e n d s  i n  Denver,  Colorado,  he w r i t e s : -
"0 ye r e a l  f r i e n d s  and t h e  d a u ghters  o f  the Kingdom? The 

c o n g r a t u l a t i o n  o f  the  F e a s t  of  Karoos r e c e iv e d ;  but up to t h i s  t ime  
mp o p p o r tu n i ty  was o f f e r e d  t o  answer i t ,  fo r  I have not been s t a y i n g  
r e g u l a r l y  i n  one p l a c e .  Now I was i n  Hamath and then  in  T ib e r ia s ;  
now in  Acca and anon i n  H a i f a .  There were a,Iso other  formidable; 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  d i v e r t e d  my a t t e n t i o n  from my correcponder .ce . God 
w i l l i n g ,  from t h i s  t ime on the  thread of  correspondence  w i l l  be token  
up and answers w i l l  be d i s p a tc h e d  w i th  more r e g u l a r i t y .

"This g r e e t i n g  became the c a u s e •of  e x ce ed in g  j o y .  I t  i n d i ­
c a te d  the  f a c t  t h a t ,  p r a i s e  be to  God, i n  Denver a number o f  s o u l s  
are e n c i r c l e d  w i th  the  Glances  of P r o v id e n c e .  Therefore  i t  i s  honed 
t h a t  D iv in e  B e n e d ic t io n  w i l l  be v o u c h sa fed ,  the number of b e l i e v e r s  
w i l l  be in c r e a s e d  day by day and th e  Fragrances  of  th e  M erc i fu l  be 
d i f f u s e d .  With the  utmost i n v o c a t i o n  Abdul Baha tu r n s  h i s  f a c e  toward 
the Kingdom of Abha and s u p p l i c a t e s  the C on f irm ation s  of  the Holy  
G p lr i t  f o r  th e  b e l i e v e r s  i n  Denver; th u s  each one o f  them may become
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h e r a ld  o f  the Kingdom a n d 's u f f e r  t h e ir  sw eet harmony to  ascend  to  
th e  Supreme C oncourse » - J( ,

’’T od ay'th e magnetic» power th a t  a t t r a c t s  h e a v e n ly  'b le s s in g s  i s  
te a c h in g  th e  Cause o f  God. W hosoever a r i s e s  to  perform  t h i s  s e r v i c e ,  
th e  Arm ies o f  th e  A n gels w i l l  g ran t him v i c t o r y .  The th r e e  c o n d it io n s  
o f  te a c h in g  th e  Cause . o f , God‘are  th e  s c ie n o e  o f s o c i a b i l i t y ,  th e  p u r ity  
o f  deeds a n d .th e  sweetness*: o f  speech* I  hope th a t  each  one o f  you nay  
he come con firm ed  ,w it&  th ese ._ th rea  a t t r i b u t e s .

" T h erefore  one must he w h o lly  c le a n s e d  from  d e s ir e  and s e l f  ;s 
and p a s s io n , be a b stra c ted . from, th e  w orld  o f  n a tu r e , beeom e; th e  em- j 
b od ied  lig h t" a n d  th e  v i s u a l i z e d 1 s p i r i t  and th e n  be engaged w ith  te a c h -  ■

;in g  th e  Cause o f  God. Then th e  S ir e  o f th e  lo v e  o f  God w i l l  flam e ■ 
so h ig h  a s  to  a t t r a c t  th e  h e a r ts  o f  a l l  m ankind. I  pray  in  your b e h a lf  
and beg fo r  you t h i s  F a v o r . Upon ye he Baha 21 Abha!

(S ign ed ) Abdul Baha A b b a s .,T

To a n o th er  f r ie n d ,'  i n  L es A n g e le s , he w r i t e s : -  .
"0 th ou  h e a v e n ly  p erson age! Thy g r e e t in g  and s a lu t a t io n  r e ­

c e iv e d :  In  r e a l i t y  thou , a r t  h in d . Sorrows and p a iiis  are  l ik e ,  un to  r u s t  
and d u s t .on 'the s u r fa c e - 'o f1 th e 1 c lear' m irror . That m irror i s  th e  t r a n s -  : 
cen d en t r e a l i t y  o f  men*:-' H e r i s " s l i © . ;  d u st and r u s t  on th e  
s u r fa c e  o f  th e  m irro r , th e  p o l i s h , o?f ̂  th e  l o v e  o fG o d  w i l l  c le a n s e  and 
p u r i f y  i t .  In  t h i s  way p a in s  and sorrow s w i l l  le a v e  behind no im p ress­
i o n .  B ecau se th ou  h a s t  a„ s in c e r e  in t e n t io n ,  !h y i f u t u r e  i s  s a f e .  Thou 
h a s t  r e c e iv e d  a  p o r t io n  and. a ; ^  from  th e  K ost H oly  O u tp ou rin gs. gfe 
When ; th e  h e a f  t: b f  ;'ma  ̂ i s  se p a r a ted  .from  every: th ou gh t and i s  w h o lly  
enamored w ith  th e  D iv in e  .B eauty, u n q u e s t io n a b ly  he w i l l  become th e  

. c au se  ' o f  ' th e  :g u id a n ce  .of th e  : ;i ^ ^  ’■ The T each in gs o f . E is  H o l i - ■•
n e s s  Baha,1 o 1 l l a h  jare l i k e  un^o th e  ra y s  o f su n . ; T h eir  s o f t  l i g h t s .  ; 

■ penetrate  >and .^ illum ine :^h©rey©^^^ I  b eg  from  h is  Uni­
v e r s a l  Grace ; th a t  'th o u  may? st: add t  o V th y  f ir m n e ss  day by day and th a t  - 
thou may* s t  become th e  .means o f ■ th e  gu id an ce  o f  th e  b lin d  and th e  d e a f •

. Upon th e e  be Baha E l Abha! -  \
. ! ' (S ig n ed ) Abdul Baha A b b as.”

To a n o th er  B ahai in  L o s 'A n g e le s , : he * w r i t e s : . - . ’ '
. ■'■'■b M0 thou  daughter' o f  th e  Kingdom! The few l i n e s  th a t  thou h a st  

w r it t e n  r e f l e c t e d  th y  c h a r a c te r  and b e h a v io r . P r a is e  be to  God th a t  
thou  a r t  s t i r r e d  w ith  th e  B reeze  o f P ro v id en ce  and a r t  en k in d led  w ith  , 
th e  F ir e  o f  the^L ove o f  God. Thou h a s t  a h eart, a l i v e  w ith  th e  S p ir i t  
o f  th e  o n e n e ss  o f  t h e  w orld o f  .hum anity and th e  s u s c e p t ib i l i t i e s "  o f  ■ =; 
U n iv e r s a l  P eace,. In  t h i s  w orld  th a t  p e rso n  w in s th e  p o le  o f  precedence: 
out o f  : th e  f i e l d  o f  serv ie©  who' d e d iq a t e s  h i s  l i f e  to  th e  World o f  
T ru th . P r a is e  be to  God th ou  a r t  a s s i s t e d  t h e r e in .

Upon th ee, be Baha E l Abha!
(S ign ed ) Abdul Baha A b b as."

To a b e l ie v e r  ;in  M anchester , E ngland, he w r i t e s :
t ’O th o u  h eaven ly ; s o u l!  ;Thy l e t t e r  was r e c e i v e d .  P r a is e  b e ­

to  God that, i n  M anchester th e  F ir e  o f  th e  Love o f  God was ig n i t e d ,  the  
Sun o f  R e a l i t y  shone f o r t h  w ith  g r e a t  sp le n d o r , th e  Zephyr o f  B iv in e  
3 e s to w a l w afted  and th e  C a ll  o f  th e  Kingdom reached  th y  e a r s .  I hope 
you may become b a p tiz e d  iw ith th e  F ir e  o f  th e  Love o f  God and th e  H oly. 
S p ir it , .-a n d  a r i s e  i n  ! th e  s e r v ic e  o f  th e  Kingdom. I  t r u s t  th a t  each  
one o f  th e s e  f r ie n d s  'may. become a d iv in e  farm er, sow the seed s o f  V 
R e a l ity  in  th e  farm o f  th e  w orld  o f  hum anity and w ater  them w ith  the  
T each in gs o f  Baha1 o ! l la h ; .  so  th a t- th e .'L ig h t o f Truth may i l lu m in e  
th a t  c o u n t r y . , • Convey th e  w onderfu l;A bha G reetin g  to  a l l  th e  b e l ie v e r s  
cf God? Upoii ye b© Balia E l Abha!

(S ig n ed ) Abdul Baha Abbas."

/ ";■ ',■ ■ ' ' : 'S: '■ .'■.■ ■ Ahmad sohrab .



B ahai B a s t ,  Manut Carmel, H a ifa , S yr ia ,,
A ugust 3» 1 9 1 4 .

Def r  T r ie n d s ; -
A l l  over th e  o i t y  th e r e  i s  a g r e a t  commotion; p e o p le  are w ild  

w ith  e x c ite m e n t , A new im p e r ia l  Xrade has oome from C o n sta n tin o p le  
th a t  any and e v e r y  man betw een  th e  ag es o f  18 and 45 m ust he e n l i s t e d  
in  th e  army r e g i s t e r  and he read y  to  le a v e  a t  a momentTs n o t i c e .  Tor
th e  l a s t  few  days we have heard  th a t  war i s  d e c la r e d  betw een  A u s tr ia  and 
S e r v ie ,  th a t  open h o s t i l i t i e s  have a lr e a d y  commenced» th a t  A u s tr ia  has 
a tta c k e d  B elgrad e»  th a tJ fr u ss la  h as th r e a te n e d :A u s tr ia  th a t  u n le s s  she  
d e s i s t s  from fa r th e r  encroachm ent she w i l l  be o b l ig e d  t e  e n te r  th e  
c o n f l i c t .  B ngland, R u ss ia  and Trance on one hand; Germany, A u str ia  
and I t a l y  on th e  o th e r , are m o b il iz in g  t h e i r  f o r c e s ,  She s i t u a t io n  
i s  v e r y  g r a v e . Europe i s  e n te r in g  one o f  i t s  d a r k e st c r i s e s  o f  i t s  
p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  I t  ta k e s  a l i v e l y  im a g in a tio n  to  p ic tu r e f ith e  s i x  g r e a t  
pOwers o f  Europe arm ed to  th e  t e e t h ,  w ith  more than  20 m i l l i o n s  o f  
s o l d i e r s ,  w a it in g  th e  f i n a l  commands o f  t h e ir  s u p e r lo is  to  jump in to  th e  
b a t t l e f i e l d  and ou t each  o th e r 1s th r o a t s !  Ho one oan c o n c e iv e  o f  a 
g r e a te r  f o l l y  and a more stu p en d ou s s i n  a g a in s t  hum anity . Everybody  
h ere th in k s  th a t  t h i s  war news I s  th e  f i r s t  in d ic a t io n  o f  Armageddon» 
th e  U n iv e r sa l war whlqh w i l l  t e a c h  mankind a s n o th in g  e l s e  c o u ld  do, 
th e  barbarism  o f  th e  p r e se n t  day c i v i l i z a t i o n  and th e  f u t i l i t y  o f  a l l  
th e  p a c i f i s t s  m ovem ents, Europe i s  s i t t i n g  on tho  c r a te r  ©f a w o r ld -  
s h a t te r in g  v o lca n o  whioh may b u r s t  f o r t h  a t  any moment, Ih e  R u ss ia n , 
T rench and A u str ia n  steam sh ip  com panies have announced th a t  t h e ir  
steam ers w i l l  n o t tou ch  th e  P o r t o f  H a ifa  fo r  some tim e to  come. 
T h erefore  In s te a d  o f  te n  to  f i f t e e n  stea m ers a week, th e r e  w i l l  be 
o n ly  one steam er a weak, b e lo n g in g  to  tho  K h é d iv ia l l i n e .  The sm a ll 
German c o lo n y  h a s se n t  away one hundred o f  i t s  young men to  p r o te c t  
th e  T a th e r la n d . Thus you soo  th a t  th e  atm osphere o f  t h i s  l i t t l e  
S y r ia n  j>ort i s  perm eated w ith  wars and rumors o f  w a r s .

When th e  new Ira d e  was p ro c la im ed  th a t  a l l  th e  T u rk ish  sub­
j e c t s  must oeme under th e  c o lo r s ,  th e r e  was a r e a l  p an ic  in  A cca and 
H a ifa , One saw groups o f  a n x io u s men g a th e r e d  in  th e  c o r n e r s  o f  th e  
s t r e e t s  ta lk in g  e x c i t e d ly  about w ar. The women o f  A cca were so  g r i e f -  
s t r ic k e n  th a t  th e y  f i l l e d  th e  a i r  a l l  n ig h t  w ith  t h e i r  s h r ie k s  and 
la m e n ta t io n s . In  a l i t e r a l  s e n se  ao one c o u ld  s l e e p .  The c h ild r e n  
o f  a l l  the P e r s ia n s  who have l i v e d  in  Turkey fo r  th e  l a s t  f o r t y  y e a r s  aid 
m arried  Arab or T u rk ish  women a re  under th e  la w  o f  M il i ta r y  C o n se t ip t lo n  
Ho one oan a ttem p t e s c a p in g , a s  no steam er i s  le a v in g  th e  p o r t .  Large 
f l a r in g  red  b u l l e t i n s  are  hung i n  th e  s t r e e t s  o f  H a ifa  c a l l i n g  th e  
'’p a tr io t s "  to  arm s. The upper p a r t  o f  th e s e  b i l l s  are  engraved  w ith  
p ic t u r e s  o f  sw ords and Cannons, th e  low er  p a r t  c o n ta in s  th e  c a l l  to  
arm s. Ho one u n d ersta n d s th e  s i t u a t io n ,  and v e r y  few  can  g u e ss  what 
Turkey means to  de w ith  a l l  th e s e  p r e p a r a t io n s . Tor th e  l a s t  few  
days th e  p r ic e s  o f  a l l  f o o d s t u f f s  have gone u p , from 10 to  40 p er  c e n t  
e s p e c i a l ly  su g a r , t e a  and f lo u r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  n a p th a .

T h is ev en in g  th e  B e lo v ed  gave a s t i r r i n g  t a lk  on th e  a fo r e ­
s a id  news e f  war in  E hrope, A l l  th e  f r ie n d s  were im p ressed  w ith  h i s  
words o f  t r u th ,  and I  w i l l  sh are  them w ith  y o u . He opened h i s  
a d d ress  w ith  th e s e  s im p le , dram atic w ord s;-

"A r e s u r r e c t io n  i s  s e t  u p i The w orld  i s  to p s y - tu r v y l  The 
wrong s id e  o f  human c h a r a c te r  i s  upI A g e n e r a l m elee o f  th e  c i v i l i z e d  
n a t io n s  i s  in  s i g h t .  A trem endous c o n f l i c t  i s  a t  hand. The w orld  
i s  a t  the th r e s h o ld  o f  a m ost t r a g ic  s t r u g g le .  The e f l l  f o r c e s  o f  
war are p l o t t i n g  a g a in s t  m ankind. The dark w aves o f  s i n s t e r  m o tiv e s  
and s a ta n io  p a s s io n s  are  b a t t l i n g  in  th e  b r e a s t s  o f  men. The s h a f t s  
o:? in t r ig u e  and d ip lo m a tic  d e c e i t s  have b la ck en ed  th e  sky o f  mai^s 
o? s c ie n c e .  She c h a n c e l lo r ie s  o f  Europe have become th e  com b u stib le  
s re h o u se s  o f  w a r lik e  th ou gh ts*  M enacing, h id den  fo r c e s  are



2
brought upon th e  stag© o f  s p e c ta c u la r  p la y .  V ast a r m ie s - -m il l io n s  o f  
men— are ‘b e in g  m o b iliz e d  and c e n te r e d  a t  t h £ i^  f r o n t i e r s .  They are  
b e in g  prepared  fo r  th e  f e a r f u l  c o n t e s t .  The s l i g h t e s t  f r i c t i o n  w i l l  
b r in g  them in to  a t e r r i f i c  c la s h ,  and th en  th e r e  w i l l  be a o o h f la g r a -  
t io n  the l i k e  o f  w h ich  i s  n o t reco rd ed  in  th e  p a s t  h i s t o r y  o f  mankind* 

"W hile in  Am erica t  spoke b e fo r e  many P eace S o c i e t i e s ,
Churches and C onventions* and f o r e t o ld  th e  f e a r f u l  con seq u en ces o f  
armed p ea ce  in  E urope, I  said*E urep« i s  l i k e  u n to  an A r se n a l and one 
t in y  spark  w i l l  cau se  a u n iv e r s a l  com b u stion . : 0 Mění Come ye to g e th e r
and a s fa r  a s  p o s s ib le  t r y  to  e x t in g u is h  t h i s  w o r ld -ra g in g  f i r e ,  do 
your utm ost to  p rev en t th e  o ccu rren ce  o f  t h i s  g e n e r a l c o n f l i c t ,  make ye  
an e f f o r t ,  so  th a t  th iB  f lo o d - g a t e  o f  human b u tch ery  may n o t be s e t  
lo o se * *  I  found no one to  l i s t e n  to  ray a d v ic e ,  I  se a rc h e d , but  
th e r e  were no  h e a r in g  ears.* I  c r ie d  ou t e t  th e  top o f  my v o ic e ,  I  
p le a d e d , I  e n u n c ia te d  th e  e v i l s  o f  war, b u t p e o p le  were s e l f - o c c u p ie d ,  
s e l f - c e n t e r e d .  And now t h i s  i s  th e  r e s u l t .  They h a v e y w itn e sse ď ,th e y  
have e x p e r ie n c e d  i n  t h e .p a s t  th a t  war i s  con d u cive  to  th e  d e s tr u c t io n  
o f  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  e d i f i c e  o f  humanity* th e  ca u se  o f  th e  d ev a s­
t a t i o n  o f  th e  w orld  o f  commerce, in d u s tr y , a i t s  aand tra d e*  THe com­
b a ta n ts  -  th e  conqueror and th e  conquered -  are  b o th  l o s e r s ,  n e i th e r  
p a r ty  g a in s  any s u b s t a n t ia l  p r o f i t *  /^he two com batants are l i k e  unto  
two s h ip s  w hich  c o l l i d e  a g a in s t  eaoh  o th e r . One may s in k  to  th e  
bottom  o f  th o  s e a , b u t th e  o th e r  w i l l  a ls o  c a r r y  away i t s  i n j u r i e s  and 
shocks* T h er efo r e , th o  v i c t o r  and th e  d e fe a te d  f a i l  to  o b ta in  any 
b e n e f i t ,  Tho u tm ost i s  t h i s :  T em porarily  one c o u n tr y  h o ld s  th e  t e r ­
r i t o r y  o f  a n o th e r . T h is íb  o f  a  sh o r t  d u r a t io n . In  th e  coursw  o f  
tho  l i f o  o f  th a t  n a t io n  a tim e w i l l ,  soon er or l a t e r ,  come when tho  
conquered w i l l  beoom# a g a in  th e  con q u eror . In  th e  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  
o f  France and Germany and t h e i r  w ars, su ch  r e v e r s e s  o f  n a t io n a l  f o r ­
tu n es  have o f t e n  o c c u r r e d . I t  i s  v e ry  s tr a n g e  to  se e  how i l l u s i o n ’ 
h a s tak en  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  h e a r t s  o f  men, w h ile  'R e a lity *  h as no sway 
w h a tso e v er . For exam ple, 'R a c ia l  d i f f e r e n c e 1 i s  an To p t ic a l  i l l u s i o n '  J 
I t  i s  a fig m en t o f  im a g in a t io n , y e t  how dàep s e a te d  and p o w er fu l i s  i t s  
in f lu e n c e .  Neone can  dony th e  f a c t  th a t  mankind in  t o t e  are th e  
progwny o f  Adam, th a t  th e y  are  th e  o f f s h o o t s  o f  one p r im al s to c k ; y e t  
the To p t ic a l  i l l u s i o n 1 h a s  so  r a d i c a l l y  m isr e p r e se n te d  t h i s  p la in  
tr u th  th a t  th e y  have d iv id e d  and su b d iv id ed  th e m se lv e s  in to  so many 
t r ib e s  and n a t io n s .  T h is  i s  German, th e  o th er  i s  F rench , th a t  i s  
E n g lis h , a fo u r th  i s  I t a l i a n ,  a f i f t h  i s  A u str ia n , a s ix t h  i s  R u ss ia n , 
e t c .  e tc *  A lth ou gh  many i n t e l l i g e n t  men amongst them know th a t  t h i s  
r a c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  an o p t i c a l  i l l u s i o n ,  y e t  th e y  a l l  c o n fe s s  t h e ir  
i n a b i l i t y  to  sta n d  firm  b e fo r e  i t s  uncanny, i n v i s i b l e  pow er. The 
R e a l i t y  í b  th a t  a l l  mankind are  from one progeny and b e lo n g  to  one 
fa m ily , b u t a lth o u g h  t h i s  i s  th e  R e a l i t y ,  i t  e x e r c i s e s  no perm anent,
in f lu e n c e  upon th e  m i n d s . -------- — -,

"So many wars ha,ve tak en  p laofU  So many c o u n tr ie s  are dev­
a s t a t e d ,  s© many Q l t i e s  are r u in e d , and y e t  p e o p le  are n o t s a t i s f i e d  
w ith  human b u tch ey y , are  n o t s a t i s f i e d  w ith  carnage and b lo o d sh e d .
S t i l l  th e  h e a r ts  are s t i f f  and u n f e e l in g l  S t i l l  th e  s o u ls  are c a l lo u s  
and c o ld ,  s t i l l  th e  m inds are dark and f r i g i d ,  s t i l l  th e  p e o p le  are  
u n s u s c e p t ib le  and u n y ie ld in g , s t i l l  th e y  are in  deep s l e e p l  Ohi When 
w i l l  th e y  be awakened? When w i l l  th e y  become m e r c ifu l?  When w i l l  
th e y  p r a c t ic e  th e  G olden R u le?  T h is h a tred  and a n im o sity  d e s tr o y  the 
b a s i s  o f  th e  s tr u c tu r e  o f  hum anity, w h ile  lo r e  and am ity  are condu cive  
to  tho w e l l  b e in g  and p r o s p e r ity  o f  mankind »

Today th e  p e o p le  are thrown in to  th e  utm ost c o n s te r n a t io n J  
How many fa t h e r s  have been  la m en tin g  and groan in g  l a s t  n ig h t ,  and how 
many m oth ers have been  c r y in g  and w eep ing in  t h i s  town and A cca , They 
are thrown in to  su ch  a p a n io , th e y  are so alarm ed th a t  no d e s c r ip t io n  
can g iv e  an adequate p ic t u r a l  Why t h i s  tyrran y?  Who h as o b lig e d  
them t e  p e r p e tr a te  th o se  a c t s  o f  sa v a g e ry ,

Tb>e> V ino and m l e v p ,
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th e  p o l i t i c i a n s  and th e  s ta tesm en  l i v e  in  th e  utm ost ea se  in  th e ir  
p a la c e s  and send  th e se  in n o ce n t men and p e a sa n ts  who have n ever  seen  
each o th e r , in to  th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  to  te a r  each  o th er  to  p ie c e s  w ith  
s h e l l s  and oaimon h a l l s /  The arm ies are pawns to  he p layed  w ith  on th e  
ch essb oard  o f  t h e ir  f i e n d i s h  am bitions^  Kov c r u e l  i s  t h i s !  How p i t i ­
l e s s  i s  t h i s î  How b r u ta l  i s  th is #  Hew fe r o c io u s  i s  t h i s !  These so*
c a l l e d  le a d e r s  o f  hum anity are not w i l l i n g  to  l e t  even  one h a ir  f a l l  
from t h e ir  h ea d s . They are cowards and are s u lk in g (?  S k u lk in g ) in  
d a rk n ess . líhy do th e y  send th e se  thousands' and thousands o f  men to  
th e  f i e l d  o f  carnage to  he moved down by each o th er  l i k e  th e  g r a s s  *
I f  s number o f  im agin ary  or r e a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  have a r is e n  betw een  
A u str ia  snd S e r v is ,  i f  th e y  are  r e a l l y  d i s in t e r e s t e d  and are an x iou s to  
keep th e  b a la n ce  o f  th e  powers and n o t d is tu r b  the Peace o f  Europe, 
why'do n e t  th e y  go b e fo r e  th e  Court o f  A r b itr a t io n ?  The im p a r t ia l  
member o f  th a t  Court ©f A r b itr a l  J u s t ic e  w i l l  lo o k  in to  th e  n atu re  
o f  the c la im s  o f  each  p a r ty , and a f t e r  mature in v e s t ig a t io n  d ec id e  
w hich one i s  in  the r ig h t .  Were th e y  ready to  r e f e r  a l l  t h e i r  d i f ­
fe r e n c e s  to  such a Court t h i s  war would have been  o b v ia te d , The 
U n iv e r sa l Court o f  A r b itr a t io n  i s  th e  o n ly  body that, s h a l l  r e s o lv e  
a i l  th e  d isa g reem en ts and c o n te n t io n s  th a t  a r is e  betw een  th e  n a t io n s  
©f the world* E x tra o rd in a ry  e x e r t io n  must be put forw ard by the  
c i v i l i z e d  governm ents to  o r g a n ize  such an i n f l u e n t i a l ,  in t e r n a t io n a l  
O r g a n isa tio n , b e fo r e  w hich a l l  th e ir  q u a r r e ls  may be a r b it r a te d ,
Wtiat b e t t e r  p la n  can be c o n c e iv ed  by man? , What harm i s  th e re  in  
th is ?  The r u le r s  o f  the C abinet M in is te r s  snd th e  a d m in is tr a t io n s  
o f  each  co u n try  w i l l  f in d  th e  utm ost com fort, and ea se  en jo y in g  the  
f r u i t s  o f  t h e ir  la b o r s*

" I f  we r e f l e c t  c a r e f u l ly  v s  ob serve  t h a t , s in c e  h is to r y  has 
been  w r it t e n  and th e  deeds o f  mankind record ed  and., p r e ser v ed , no one 
can p o in t  out a s in g le  in s ta n c e  th a t  P e?c e ,  Love and Amity have been  
r u in e u s  and harm ful in  t h e ir  r e s u l t s .  The;- have f i l l e d  the world  
w ith  joy  and r a d ia n c e  and h ap p in ess*  ~ -

"More a s to n is h in g  than  a l l  th e se  m a tter s  i s  t h is ;  These 
w arring n a t io n s  b e l ie v e  th a t th e  o b je o t  o f  th e  R e l ig io n  o f  Soa i s  to  
be war and s t r i f e !  T his i s  th e  m ost p r e p o ste r o u s  id e a  th a t  every man 
cou ld  l e t  e n te r  in to  h i s  mindI How n e g l ig e n t  are th e  p e o p le , how
th o u g h t le s s  and in a d v e r te n t  they  are I i t  &s though t h e r e  i s  n ot a 
s in g le  l o t s  o f  lo v e  in  th e  h e a r ts  of./men, a s  though th e y  have never  
heard th e  name o f  lo v e ,  a lth o u g h  t h e ir  h e a r ts  are  th e  s e p u lc h r e s  o f  
h a tred  and envy I Man. i s  th e  most f e r o c io u s  an im al, y e t  d oes he accu se
che w ild  b e a s t s  o f  thé ju n g le  o f  t h i s  q u a lity ?  The f e r o c io u s  b e a s ts  
k i l l  o th er  b e a s t s ,  but n o t one b e lo n g in g  to  t h e ir  own s p e c ie s *  They 
k i l l  fo r  th e iro ew n  fo o d  and su sten a n ce*  fo r  exam ple, man sa y s th e  
w o lf  i s  f e r o c io u s !  Oh, poor w o lf î  Oh, wromged w o lf !  The w o lf  
te a r s  t e  p ie c e s  one.-sheep in  order to  k e e p , i t s  body and so u l a l iv e ?
I f  i t  does n o t k i l l  th e  sheep  i t  w i l l  d ie  from han ger, b eaeu se  b e in g  a 
ca rn iv o r o u s  anim al i t  cannot e a t  g ra ss*  But- man, who c o n s id e r s  h im s e lf  
lo r d  o f  c r e a t io n ,  w i l l  become th e  cause o f  th e  t o t a l  a n n ih i la t io n  o f  
m il l io n s  o f  h i s  f e l lo w  b e in g s*  The poor w o lf  i s  a v erý  incom petent 
ty r e  in  com parison w ith  t h i s  k in d  o f  man, , Then he w i l l  b o a s t:  "I am
&. Conquer®! , I am a h e r o , I  am a V ic to r , Ï . am a Su p erior  G en ere l, I am a 
f ie ld -M a r s h a l ,  I  am an A dm iral! Man! I t  i s  b e t t e r  fo r  th ee  to  h id e  
t h y s e l f  under th e e e a r th j  Thou h a s t  crim soned th e  ground w ith  the b lood  
o f  th y  b r o th e rs?  Thy hand i s  s ta in e d  w ith  t h e ir  blood? Thou, h a s t  
s la u g h te r e d  and -butchered GodTs own c h ild r e n *  thou h a s t  d estro y ed  
the l i v i n g  tem p les o f  th e  S p i r i t !  Thou h a s t  tram pled under thy f e e t  
th e  r ig h t s  o f  men! Thou h a s t  sn u ffed  out! the burning lam ps o f  l i f e  
a n d ttr u th ] I t  i s  s tr a n g e , p a s s in g  s tr a n g e , th a t  n o tw ith s ta n ding
a l l  th e s e  v i o la t i o n s  o f  É iv in e  Law, thou a r t  y e t  w an ton ly  b o a s t in g  
end e x a lt in g  t h y s e l f  above a l l  mankind*

Ahma d Soh rab .



Bahai H e a t, Mount C arm el, H a ifa  .S y r ia  
Aügust 4 ,  1914

Dear f r ia n d * : -
In  a r e c e n t  T a b le t ,  Abdul Baha w r ite s  th e  fo l lo w in g  e lo q u e n t ,  

s o u l  s t i r r i n g  words co n cern in g  th e  prom otion o f  th e  Cause o f  G od:-

"The fundam ental o b je o t  i * ï  th e  p rom u lga tion  o f  th e  (Skuse o f  God 
and th e  e x a l t a t io n  o f  th e  Word o f  God. T h is i s  th e  Power th a t  w i l l  
become e f f e c t i v e  in  the v e r y  h e a r t  o f  th e  w o r ld , b ecau se  i t  i s  con­
firm ed  by th e  H oly S p ir i t *  T h ism atter  w i l l  co n fer  l i f e  upon th e  body 
o f  th e  w orld  o f  c r e a t io n .

"Today i f  th e  s o u l who i e  a t t r a c te d  w ith  th e  LoTe o f  God and 
b u rn in g  w ith  th e  flam e o f  en thuslasm -^ open  h i s  to n g u e , sp ea k in g  or 
d e l iv e r in g  h ie  sp eech  in  th e  utm ost s t a t e  o f  a t t r a c t io n ,  i t  w i l l  un» 
d o u b ted ly  d is p la y  th e  m ost W onderful a f f e c t  upon th e  h e a r t s .  W ith a 
r e so n a n t v o ic e  he must cry  o u t : -

* "O p e o p le !  The Sun o f  R e a l i t y  h as dawned from  th e  h o r izo n  o f  th e  
w o r ld , c a s t in g  i t s  E f fu lg e n c e  upon th e  E a st  and th e  West . He has in ­
s t r u c te d  th e  w orld  o f  hum anity th rou gh  h e a v e n ly  T each in gs and has be­
come th e  cau se  o f  human s o l i d a r i t y .  -  -  -  -  The T each in gs o f  H is H o l i ­
n ess  Sah a’ o ' l l a h  d e o la x e  th e  on en ess o f  th e  w orld  o f  hum anity: cause  
R e l ig io n  to  be th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  U nion and Accord in  th e  w orld ; become 
conducive to  g o o d -fe llo w sh ip  betw een th e  c h ild r e n  o f  men; conform  
r e l i g i o n  w ith  s c ie n c e  and reason ; t ake away p o l i t i c a l  p r e ju d ic e ,  r e ­
l i g i o u s  p r e ju d ic e  and r a ce  p r e ju d ic e s ;  uphold the d o c tr in e  o f p e r ­
f e c t  e q u a l i t y  betw een men and women; esp ou se  the cau se  o f  the I n t e r ­
n a t io n a l  A u x il ia r y  la n g u a g e; f o s t e r  th e  u n iv e r s a l iz a t io n  o f  e d u c a tio n ;  
r e a d ju s t  and e q u a l iz e  in  the m ost p e r f e c t  manner th e  econom ic r e la t io n e  
o f  th e  s o c i a l  s t r u c tu r e ;  d e s tr o y  t o t a l l y  th e  b a s is  o f  h o s p i t a l i t y  and 
i l l - w i l l  from am ongst mankind; c o n s t i t u t e  th e  f iv e  c o n t in e n ts  a s one 
c o n t in e n t;  s u f f e r  th e  v a r io u s  r a c e s  o f  men to  become as one r a ce ;r e n d  
asunder e n t i r e l y  th e  v e i l s  o f  th e s e  s u p e r s t i t i o n s ;  r e v e a l  in  th e  a s ­
sem blage o f  hum anity th e  L ig h t o f  T ruth; i llu m in e  th e  h e a r ts  w ith  th e  
Ray o f G uidance; r e s u r r e c t  th e  s p i r i t s  w ith  th e  B reath s o f  th e  H oly  
S p i r i t ,  and b a p t iz e  th e  s o u ls  w ith  the Water o f  L i f e  E t e r n a l ,  th e  E ire  
o f  the Love o f  God and th e  O utpouring o f  th e  D iv in e  S p i r i t !

**0 thou w orld  o f  hum anity , awake! Awake!
Wl*0 thou n e g l ig e n t  o f  the Kingdom o f  God, R e v iv e !  R e v iv e !
w,0 thou p r iso n e r  o f  n a tu r e , l ib e r a t e  t h y s e l f !  L ib e r a te  t h y s e l f !
w,0 thou a f f l i c t e d  w ith  a n tiq u a te d  dogmas! Get c le a r  o f  su peran nu­

a ted  im a g in a tio n s!  P res t h y s e l f  o f  t h i s  I n e r t ia !
M,0 thou d ep r iv ed  o f  th e  h ea v en ly  B e sto w a ls!' A cqu ire a sh a re !  

A cquire a sh a re !
"*0 thou h e e d le s s  o f  the D iv in e  W orld! Be inform ed! Be inform ed!

MCry a t  th e  top o f  your v o ic e s  s im ila r  u t te r a n c e s  in  th ose  m eet­
in g s  b e fo r e  th e  con cou rse  o f  hum anity . The e f f e c t  o f  your words w i l l  
be c o n d itio n e d  upon th e  d eg ree  o f  your a t t r a c t io n  and e x u lta t io n .T h e n  
you w i l l  ob serve  what an e f f e c t  t h i s  w i l l  h ave!

In  anoth er T a b le t , to  M r/ Jos . H . Hannen, he s a y s :
"How th e  b e l ie v e r s  must engage th e ir  tim e in  te a c h in g  th e  Cause 

o f  God and in  the m eetin g s no rather d is c u s s io n  sh ou ld  be c a r r ie d  on 
sa v e  th e  Cause o f  God. Thé members o f  the Bahai A ssem b lies  must be 
i n f i n i t e l y  k ind  towards each  o th er  and a l l  th e ir  d e l ib e r a t io n s  must 
be co n cern in g  the Kingdom o f  Abha. Prom iscuous d is c u s s io n s  must be 
d isco u n ten a n c ed , fo r  th e s e  th in g s  w i l l  become con d u cive  to  th e  lu ’...-
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dukewarmness and apathy of those who are present . The Candles of all 
the meetings must be the Mention of God, the propagation of the Cause 
of God, the exposition of Divine Proofs and the elucidation of the 
Principles of His Holiness Baha'o’llah. When this condition is obtained 
the meeting will become heavenly, celestial, godlike and the means of 
the guidance of the erring ones. It will yield most great results.---"
To the Editor of the LAKE ERIE ZEPHYR of Lakelawn, Derby, Hew York, he 
s ays i -

"0 thou spreader of Reality! In the first two editions of the 
Magazine, thou didst demonstrate noble effort in serving the Kingdom of 
God. This aspiration is the means of the exposition of Reality. Reality 
will unquestionably be revealed sooner or later. Then it will become 
established that thou art an adorer of Reality. The Editors of the 
Magazines and Newspapers must bs the spreading of the realities of 
facts; for itmis certain, the truth of every problem will become raanir 
fest and apparent in the future. The proprietors of the periodicals 
who conform thsir statements with reality will attain to Everlasting 
Glory in the coming j n x  ages .-— -"
A beautiful prayer, revealed for the Portland Assembly, is as follows

"0 Thou Heavenly Father I Thou hast the Hos ts of the Kingdom and 
the Spiritual Angels) We indigent souls, are broken winged birds, yet 
we do yearn to soar towards the Immensity of the Kingdom. We are 
thirsty fish: we sesk the sea of the Water of Life. We are the moths 
of the nether world: we long for the lamp of the Realm on High. We are 
in the utmost meekness and feebleness; yet we are fighting against 
the armies of the world.

"Therefore, 0 Lord of Hosts) Confirm us so that the army of Light 
may become victorious and the legions of darkness be defeated^ Assist 
us in the service of the Kingdom and inform us with the Divine Myster­
ies. Rejoice us with the Glad-tidings of the Everlasting Sovereignty 
and bestow upon us a portion and a share of the Life Eternal. Suffer 
the tongues to be unloosed and grant insight to the eyes; so that we 
may behold the world of the Kingdom and may praise with an eloquent 
speech Thy Beauty and Perfection. Verily Thou art the Generous and 
the Kind !

(Signed) Abdul Baha Abbas 
Last night Doctor Getsinger arrived from India, and we were pleased to 
meet him after his eight months sojourn in that country. In the evening, 
the Beloved, turning his faoe to Haji Mirza Haydar Ali, said: (A. B.) 
"This is Dootor Getsinger." (H. A.) "I know, but he is not a Doctor of 
medicine." (A.B.) "Yes. He is a Doctor of Philosophy." (H.A.) "I see." 
(A.B.) "If he were a Doctor of medicine, he would not be sick. He has 
now come to the Ideal Physician." This reminds me of another lovely 
incident which happened a few weeks ago. In a meeting, Mirza Haydar 
Ali asked the Master whether a poem composed by a Bahai in Persian 
could bs read. "Why?" the Beloved asked smilingly. "He will be pleased 
to hear «bout it. "X «s old now, a poem must be chanted for those 
she are young!" "But the Master is young."

I met the Beloved only for a few minutes during the day. He was 
dictating Tablets to Shougi Effendi for the believers of Persia and 
America. In the evening, he had a long walk, and on him return while 
I was writing in fay room below, I could hear his voice speaking to 
the members of the Holy Family on the Appearance of Christ at a time 
when the Romans ruled Palestine.

Ahmad Sohrab .



Bahai Nest,Mount Carmel,Haif a ,Syr ia.
August 5, 1914

Dear Priends:-
"Through Divine Grace I have obtained the utmost health and en­

ergy While the Beloved was walking through the beautiful rose-garden 
inhaling the fresh breeze wafting from the top of Mount Carmel, he 
dictated the above cablegram to Mrs. Cropper, of London, and 1 have 
no doubt through her to the Bahai world. Those who are devoted to the 
Cause of Baha'o'llah and have no ulterior motive, wish for no greater 
gift than the gift of this Cablegram. Bor they know that the good 
health and energy of Abdul Baha at this eleventh hour when the dark and 
thick clouds of war are gathering over the horizon of Europe, is very 
necessary. With his divine sight he can watch the operations of the 
various forces to better advantage and send forth his message of Peace 
and Love, like so many darts of light, not to injure but to heal the 
wounded souls. The day's rumors and news gives the student the im­
pression that the Great Powers of Europe are face to face with the most 
tragio act of human history since Cain and Abel had their quarrel. The 
Prince of darkness is at work, unearthing the hidden, animalistic pas­
sions and sanguinary desires of man, ohanging him into a wild, fero­
cious beast and suffering him to become a murdered in the estimation 
of God. We hear that England, Russia, Prance and Belgium have co­
alesced temporarily against Germany. This seems quite improbable,but 
every fresh report is circulated through the town with an amazing ra­
pidity. The almost universal topic of discussions is the war in Europe. 
The possibility of this greater war has entirely eclipsed the war be» 
tween Austria and Servia, The professions of all the pacifists of 
Europe sound like hollow mockery. They see now how shallow were their 
ideas of Peace, how they had satisfied themselves with mere preten­
sions and insincerity, and how all their beautiful theories, like unto 
the apples of Sodom, have turned to ashes in their taste. In this 
universal pandemonium, where can one find the results of those Con­
ferences and Congresses of Peace? Although they have tasted the 
bitter fruit of war, yet they rush headlong into it p n  without pre­
meditation, without due measuring of the facts concerned. War if the 
most}.malignant, the most detestable the most accursed and the most 
loathsome enemy of mankind, and yet these nations are embracing it with 
the most abandoned delight. Why? Because they are Christian nations 
by name only. Does a Christian kill his brother? Are these people 
the followers of the Prince of ̂ Peaoe? Through their actions they have 
brought disgrace and shame upon the Name of Christ . War by whatever 
name you may call it is cold-bloded, deliberate murder. In the words 
of the inspired teacher of Russia, the late Count Tolstoy: "War is not 
amiability, but it is the most hateful thing in the world, and it ie 
necessary to understand it so and not to play at war. - - -This is the 
pith of the matter. - - -What is war, and what is necessary for its suc­
cess, and what are the laws of Military Society? The end and aim of 
war ie murder; the weapons of war are espionage ad treachery and the 
encouragement of treachery, the ruin of the inhabitants, and pillage and robbery of their possessions for the maintenance of the troops, 
deception and lies which pass under the name of finesse: the privileges 
of the military class, the lack of freedom, that is discipline, en­
forced inactivity, ignorance, rudeness, debauchery, drunkenness. And 
yet that is the highest caste in society, respected by all. All rulers, 
wear military uniforms and the one who has killed the greatest number 
of men gets the greatest reward. Tens of thousands of men meet, just
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sls they will meet tomorrow, to murder one another ; they will maeeacre 
and maim; and afterwards, thanksgiving Te Deum will he celebrated, he - 
cause many have been killed - the number is always exaggerated-- and 
victory will be proclaimed on the supposition that the more men killed 
the greater the credit. Think of God because many have been killed—  
the number is always exaggerated —  and victory will be proclaimed on 
the supposition that the mors men filled the greater the credit. Think 
of God looking down and listening to them."

The duty of the Bahais in this trying hour of human history is to 
pray and work for Peace* not to be discouraged by these cataclymal events 
not to give up hope in despair* We have been taught by the Peaoe-Maker 
of this Twentieth Century that God is not the God of war but the God of 
£ove<!~v and Love is Peace «-- not an armed Peace but the Eternal Peace be­
tween God and man -««the Everlasting Covenant of Friendship and amity 
between all the religions, races and nations. They are mobilizing the 
armies of death, we must then mobilize our hosts of life. They are 
changing the fair, green cultivated fields into the wild, desolate 
wilderness, ws must prepare the soil of the hearts and bow therein the 
seeds of Peace. They are the lords of destruction, we are the servants 
of construction. In the darkness of the world-monster-like, they are 
stalking abroad.with Cyolopean strides to kill and be killed; we must 
illumine the world with the rays of the Sun of Reality. In this con­
fused state of affairs* the mighty voices of the Bahais must be raised 
in the congregation of humanity. No matter where they live, they must 
drop into the ears of men the words of Peace and teach mankind through 
their deeds and actions the lessons of Peace. When the horizon of 
Europe is cleared from these inky clouds of war, the position of the 
advocates of Peace will be stronger and more advantageous than now, and 
we will be nearer to the golden Millenium of Universal Peaoe. Through 
the great advancement of military science and the inventions of many 
new weapons of defense and offense* the European Government had en­
tirely overhauled their systems of warfare, building Dreadnoughts, in­
creasing the navy, making army discipline more thorough, adding to the 
efficiency of men and bringing to an up-to-date standard their tfiole 
machinery of human slaughter. Having made all these preparations, 
they wanted to test their skill and valor, and here we see them ar­
rayed against each other.

While the Beloved was walking in the garden* he passed by our 
room, Shougi Effendi, BadiBushrui and myself were sitting around the 
table, busy writing. He looked in and smiled. The photograph of the 
first Persian-Amerioan Conference, held in Washington* was on the sofa. 
He took it in his own hands and looked at it for a minute. Then he con­
tinued walking. In the evening, all the students were the guests of 
Shougi Effendi. While they were sitting in the garden* the Master 
came out of the house and walked toward the door. Khosro followed him. 
Then the students started to sing their songs till late, everybody 
feeling very happy. Afterwards we took a lovely walk in the moonlight, 
through the broad avenue of the German Colony. Joyously we ascended 
the Mountain to sleep and dream of the spiritual blessings of tbe 
Lord.

Ahmad Sohrab .



Bahai B e s t ,  Mount Carmel, H a ifa , S y r ia ,
A ugust 6 , 1914*

Dear y r ie n d s ; -
11And we s h a l l  h ear  o f  wars and rumors o f  w ars, se e  th a t  ye 

be n o t tr o u b le d , fo r  a l l  th e s e  th in g s  must come to  p a s s ,  ~ -  For
n a t io n  s h a l l  r i s e  a g a in s t  n a t io n  and kingdom a g a in s t  kingdom; anâ 
th e r e  s h a l l  be fam in es and p e s t i l e n c e s  and earth q u ak es in  d iv e r s  
p la c e s ." ’(M a tt/ c h ,2 4 )

The p r e s e n t  c o n d it io n s  o f  the w orld  are  more or l e s s  th e  
l i t e r a l  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  th e  above v e r se s*

T on igh t th e  B e lo v ed  d e l iv e r e d  an o th er  q u ick en in g  and s t im u la  
t in g  a d d ress  on th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  p r e se n t  European war and th e  c o a l­
i t i o n s  w hich a re  b e in g  formed fo r  th e  h u m ilia t io n  and d e s tr u c t io n  o f  
t h e ir  s o - c a l le d  enem ies* When a l l  th e  f r ie n d s  and th e  la r g e  body o f
the P e r s ia n  s tu d e n ts  found t h e i r  way in t o  h i s  p r e sen ce  and each  p erson  
took  h i s  s e a t ,  he began  to  sp ea k . H is e a r n e s tn e s s  was d e e p - f e l t  and 
e v er y  word moved and s t i r r e d  th e  h e a r t s ; -

’’The g a th e r in g  storm  i s  m ost p o r te n to u s Î Mankind i s  
g r ip p e d  in  th e  paroxysm  o f  a f e a r f u l  a la r m /1 They a r e  in  th e  th r o e s  o f  
a d ea d ly  c o n s te r n a t io n *  On t h e i r  ash en  f a c e s  are  engraved th e  d i s ­
to r te d  p ic t u r e s  o f  th e  coming h o r r o r s . The k in d  shep herd s have tu rn sd  
su d d en ly  in to  f e r o c io u s  w o lv e s , t e a r in g  th e  sh eep  and th e  lambs in to  « 
p ie c e s *  M ercy ha$ h id d en  i t s  fa c e ;  lo v e  h as covered  h er  cou n ten an ce, 
sympathy d oes n o t s t r e t c h  fo r th  i t s  arm s, a f f e c t io n  h as flow n  away;
Truth f in d s  i t s e l f  a s tr a n g e r  among a la r g e  company o f  h y p o o r i t ic a l  
adm irers and P eace d oes n o t e n v isa g e  h e r s e l f  in  th e  c le a r  m irror o f  th® 
pure h e a r t s ,

"About te n  or f i f t e e n  days ago I had th e  p le a su r e  o f  m eetin g  
th e  German C onsul and d is c u s s in g  w ith  him th e  ominous s ig n s  o f  th e  
coming European w ar. He d e l iv e r e d  h im s e lf  o f  th e  o p in io n  cu rren t  

amongst th e  s ta te sm e n ,^ th a t  a n a t io n  must go on in c r e a s in g  her  annual 
M ili ta r y  and B ayai E x p en d itu res  i f  she d e s ir e s  to  p r o te c t  her grow ing  
com m ercial and n a t io n a l  i n t e r e s t s  from th e  a t ta c k  o f  h er  e q u a lly  power­
f u l  and expanding n e ig h b o r s  or r i v a l s ;  th a t  th e  g r e a te r  th e  m i l i t a r y  
d e v io a s  and p a r a p h e r n a lia , tha  mora ohs i s  a ssu red  o f  th e  p r o g r e ss  o f  
th e  n a t io n  and h er  c o n s ta n t ly  d e v e lo p in g  r e s o u r c e s .  In  th a t  m eetin g  
th e r e  ware p r e se n t  a number o f  Germans and'O ther n a t i o n a l i t i e s .
S trange to  sa y , on t h i s  q u e s t io n  th e y  a l l  agreed  v /ith  th e  Consul and 
con cu rred  in  h i s  o p in io n , a s though he had v o ic e d  t h e i r  h id d en  and 
m ost c h e r ish e d  th o u g h t» . ï ^ s a i d ; * I f  th e  power o f  lo v e  end Peace  
become predom inant and suprem e, t h e i r  e f f e c t s  w i l l  be g r e a te r  than th e  
power o f  h a te  and Mar».,- th e  god o f  War. In th e  w orld o f  e x is t e n c e  
th e r e  i s  no power a» e f f i c a c i o u s  and as p e n e tr a t iv e  a s  th e  power o f  
l o v e .  M il i t a r y  power c o e r c e s  and com pels men through  u n n a tu ra l r e ­
s o r t  to  fo r c e  and v io la J ld en , b u t mankind y i e ld  h a p p ily  and w i l l i n g l y  
to  th e  power o f  lo v e *

"The warn ex p a n ses o f  each  n a t io n  have in c r e a se d  g r e a t ly  o f  
l a t e  y e a r s /  A lthou gh  th ere  h a s been  th e  p h y s ic a l  c la s h  arid tu rm oil 
o f  aotualv  w ar, y e t  in  r e a l i t y  a f in a n c ia l  and econom ic w ss has been  
g o in g  on in o e s s e n t ly  and d r a in in g  th e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  th e  p e o p le , For a 
g o o d ly  x ip rtion  o f  what th e  poor la b o r e r s ,  farm ers and a r t i s a n s  g e t  w ith  
th e  sw eat o f  t h e ir  brow and the la b o r  o f  t h e ir  hands i s  taken  from  
them under the. name o f  ta x e s  and expended over  M il i ta r y  p r e p a r a t io n s .  
Hence war i ^ i n t e r r u p t e d . T his e x a c t io n  b reed s d is c o n te n t ,  o la s s
f e e l i n g  and group c o n s c io u s n e s s  a g a in s t  the e s t a b l i s h e d  order; 
everyon e r e a l i s i n g  th a t  human s o c i e t y  i s  out o f  g e a r , How i f  th e y  
co u ld  employ t h i s  p u g n a c ity , t h i s  hammer and to n g u e , t h i s  f i s t s a n d  
h e e ls  s p i t i t ,  t h i s  f e v e r i s h  h a s te  in  th e  accu m u la tion  o f  war m s té r ia la  
t h i s  w aste  o f  g r e a t  th o u g h ts  over  th e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  M il i ta r y  S c ie n c e s  -  
1 s a ÿ , i f  th e y  aou ld  expend t h i s  e x e r t io n  and e f f o r t ,  t h i s  endeavor and
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highm indadnes s  in  b r in g in g  about Love amongst mankind, in  s tr e n g th ­

en in g  th e  t i e s  o f  in terp en d en o *  betw een  n a t io n s  and governm ents and in  
e s t a b l i s h in g  f e l lo w s h ip  and a f f i n i t y  betw een  th e  r a c e s ,  -  how much 
more e f f i c a c i o u s  i t  would have b e e n . In s te a d  o f  u n sh ea th in g  th e  
sword to  shad each  o th e r * £ b lo o d , th e y  may! th in k  o f  th e  p e r fe c t io n  o f  
eaoh o t h e r ' s  o i v i l i n a t i o n s ,  s c i e n c e s ,  a r t s ,  commerce, p r o g r e ss  and 
advancem ent. I s  t h i s  n o t  b e t t e r ?  I s  i t  n o t  w o r th ie r  fo r  th e  n ob le  
s t a t io n  o f  man?

" ïh e  German C onsul and o th e r s  would n o t  th in k  o f  a c c e p t in g  
my I d e a s ,  and s ta r te d  to  o b je c t  to  them .

"Then I  s a id  a g a in : 'What v ic t o r y  w i l l  you g a in  out o f  t h i s
war? What w i l l  be th e  outcome o f  t h i s  b lood sh ed ?  What w i l l  be the  
f r u i t  o f  t h i s  o n s la u g h t?  What w i l l  be th e  r e s u lt^ #  t h i s  a g g r e ss io n ?  
3?rora th e  b e g in n in g  o f  h i s t o r y  to  th e  p r e se n t  tim e what has bean th e  
p r o f i t  th a t  hum anity h as g a th ered  from war? N othing but, r u in , d é v a sta  
t io n ,  th e  d e s e c r a t io n  o f  th e  h o ly  r ig h t s  o f  men, v an d a lism , carn age  
and th e  b r u t a l i s a t io n  o f  th e  i d e a l s  d e p o s ite d  by Cod in  the h e a r ts  o f  
men. And i f  we read  th e  s p i r i t  o f  modern h i s t o r y  a r ig h t ,  we come 
to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  th e r e  i s  no war o f  con q u est -  th e  conqueror  
and th e  conquered f in d  th e m se lv e s  in  m a n ife s t  l o s s  a t  the end o f  the  
engagem ent, * -C o n sid er  whftt id e a l  v i c t o r ie s ?  What b r i l l i a n t  
trium phs? What s p i r i t u a l  ' t r a c e s ! What h ea v en ly  s u c c e s s e s  have 
become m a n ife s t ’ through th e  power o f  L ove! SherefOf© how mush n o b le r  
and w o r th ie r  would i t  be i f  th e  sa g e s  and th in k e r s  o f  th e  w orld  
expended t h e i r  p h y s ic a l ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and m oral f o r c e s  in  the prom ul­
g a t io n  o f  th e  power o f  Love amongst mankind. T h is  power o f  Love i s  
themmeans o f  r e c ip r o c i t y  and c o -o p e r a t io n  betw een  n a t io n a l  I t  i s  th e  
cau se  o f  t h e i r  e v e r la s t in g  g lo ry *  I t  i s ■con d u cive  to  th e  composure 
and s e c u r i t y  o f  th e  w orld  o f  c r e a t i o n î '

"I found my l i s t e n e r s  s t i l l  f a r  from a c c e p t in g  my p le a .
They were s i l e n c e d ,  b u t I  knew i t  was a s i l e n c e  ou t o f  r e s p e c t  and not  
an acknowledgm ent and a c o n fe s s io n  th a t  th e y  wore c o n v in c e d . I 
found to d a y  th a t  owing to  th e  d e c la r a t io n  o f  war in  Europe th e  Germans 
in  t h i s  c o lo n y  are v e ry  sad  and d e p r e sse d , so much so  th a t  i s  i t  in ­
d e s c r ib a b le .  (They know that, th e y  are  in  dan ger, th e  danger o f  
d e fe a t  o f  th e  fa th e r la n d , Then why sh o u ld  th e y  h a i l  war?

"P ursu ing my c o n v e r sa t io n  w ith  th e  German Consul and o t h e r s ,1  
sa id ;  *In r e a l i t y  a l l  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  Iftiropa owe th e ir  a l le g ia n c e  
to  one R e l ig io n ,  and th a t  i s  th e  R e l ig io n  o f  H is H o lin e s s  C h r is t ;  th ey  
a ls o  b e lo n g  to  one r a c ia l  s to c k , w hich i s  no o th e r  than  th e  Aryan; 
w hich p a ren t s to c k  m igrated  from A s ia  in  a n c ie n t  tim es and s e t t l e d  in  
the d i f f e r e n t  p a r ts  o f  th a t  u n in h a b ited  c o u n tr y . A fte r  th e  la p s e  o f  
many g e n e r a t io n s  one community c a l l e d  i t s e l f  prank, an oth er  Saxon, 
an oth er  Norman, a n o th er  L a t in , e t c .  e t c .  L a ter  on, s te p  by s t e p ,  
th e y  fa b r ic a te d  th e  means o f  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  end many m isc o n c e p tio n s  
c r e p t  in  which added day by day to  th e  g r a v ity  o f  th e  s i tu a t io n #  
fu r th erm o re , were we to  ponder c a r e f u l ly ,  we w i l l  r e a l i s e  th a t  th e y  
are l i v i n g  on one c o n t in e n t  -  Huron*. H ence, i f  th e y  c la im  th a t  
t h e i r  m isu n d erstan d in g  i s  on accou n t o f  r e l i g i o u s  d i f f e r e n c e s  ~ as th e y  
are overshadow ed by th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  one r e l i g i o n  i t  must not e x i s t .
I f  th e y  s t a t s  th a t  t h e i r  a l ie n a t io n  oomes from r a c i a l  b ia s ,  b ecau se  
th e y  are th e  d escen d a n ts o f  one p rim al r a c e •i t  must be brushed a s id e .
I f  th ey  a s s a r t  th a t  t h e ir  s t r i f e  i s  on p a t r i o t i c  grou n d s, inasm uch as  
th e y  in h a b it  th e  one c o n t in e n t  i t  must h ave'n o  w e ig h t . M oreover, th$- 
are a l l  mank in d  . They have grown from one common s to c k  (tru n k ) and 
are th e  b r a n c h e s o f  one t r u e •

"When I  was t r a v e l l i n g  in  Europe I ob served  ev ery  n a t io n  
c r y in g  a t  th e  top  o f  h er  v o ic e  *0 my Country* '0  my de.>- r  Country* ’0 
my b e lo v ed  C ountry?* I  sa id ;  'Oh., my f r ie n d s ,  what are a l l  th e s e  
clam ors fo r ?  Why a l l  th e s e  a c c lim a t io n s ?  Why a l l  th e s e  u p roars and
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o u tc r t s s ?  Why fi.XI £ h i s  h u lla b a lo o ?  These c o u n tr ie s  over  vrhieh you 
e r e  sc  v o c if e r o u s  ana a t  e v er y  moment show th e  s ig n s  o f  o b s tr e p e r o u s -  
n e s s ,  are One C ountry, th e  home o f  hum anity , Wherever man c h o o se s  to  
l i v e ,  th e r e  i s  h i's home ana h i s  c o u n tr y . God. has. not d iv id e d  t h i s  
e a r th . I t  t $  one g lo b e , one sp h e r e . These b ou n d aries th a t  you have 
d e fin e d  are  th e  g r e a t e s t  i l l u s i o n s  th a t co u ld  ev er  be c o n c e iv e d  in  the  
mind o f  man. They have no r e a l i t y .  I t  l a  s im ila r  to  th e  d iv i s io n  
o f  one 'room in to  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t io n s ,  w ith  bo many h y p o th e t ic a l  l i n e s ,  
c a l l i n g  t h i s  co rn er  Germany, th a t  corn er  Írá n ce  and an oth er  corn er  
E ngland, Of a. tr u th , th e s e  s u p p o s i t io n a l  l i n e s  have no outward 
e x is t e n c e ,  These assumed b ou n d aries are can in e  d i v i s i o n s ,  fo r  i t  i s  
ob served  th a t  a number o f  dogs d iv id e  am ongst th e m se lv e s  th e  p u b lic  
square in to  v a t io n s  s e c t io n s ,  a n f  i f  one dare to  go beyond th e  l im i t  
s e t  fo r  i t ,  and t r e s p a s s  on th e  r ig h t s  o f  o th e r s , th e  r e s t  w i l l  s e t  
up a d r e a d fu l howl and bark an$ go fo r  i t ;  n o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e s e  
im agin ary  l i n e s  have no r e a l  form s or shapes.,

"Again l e t  u s  s t i l l  go fu r th e r  and in v e s t ig a t e  and f in d  
ou t what i s  t h i s  cou n try  over w hich you are q u a r r e lin g  and scram bling?
A p ie c e  o f  la n d . I f  t h i s  i s  th e  c a s e , very  w e ll  then; i t  i s  s e l f -  
e v id e n t  th a t  man l i v e s  above t h i s  e a r th  fo r  a few  days and th en  fo r  a l l  
e t e r n i t y  he w i l l  go under i t .  I t  i e  h i s  e v e r la s t in g  gra v ey a rd , h i s  
u n ch angeab le  cem etery . I s  i t  w orthy o f  man to  f i g h t  over  h i s  own bury  
in g  ground? To sh ed  the b lo o a  o f  h i s  f e l lo w  man? To d e s tr o y  th e  
d iv in e  e d i f i c e  -  f o r  man i s  th e  B d ifi.c e  o f  God? I s  i t  n o b le  o f  him  
to  commit a l l  th e s e  inhuman a t r o c i t i e s  fo r  th e  n e c r o p o l is  o f  dead  
b o d ie s ? ’

"The o b je c t  i s  t h i s :  These remarks were n o t r e l i s h e d  by
the Germans on th a t  day, but I satr them tod ay  in  an unhappy mood.
They were v i s i b l y  a g i t a t e d  and d is tu r b e d . But on th e  o th e r  hand 
th e y  are  m a n ife s t in g  g r e a t  courage ana p a t r io t is m . The young men 
have g iv e n  up t h e ir  work and are  read y to  s t a r t  fo r  Germsny, *fcere a *
moro th en  f i f t y  v o lu n te e r s ,  and p rob ab ly  from t h i s  sm a ll oo lo n y  
n e a r ly  one hundred yoithg mer w i l i  le a v e  fo r  the scen e  o f  w ar. They 
are doing t h i s  w ith  p e r fe c t  jo y  and w ith o u t th e  l e a s t  co m p la in t.
But to d a y ’ s news th a t  I tu s s ia , England anff Franc© are  u n ite d  to g e th e r  
to  cru sh  Germany, h as g iv e n  them much food  fo r  th o u g h t,

"How c r u e l  is; men to  send  h i s  b r o th e r s  in t o  th e  b a t t l e f i e l d  
so th a t  th e y  may cu t each  o th e r  to  p ie c e s !  J u s t  on the s im p le  ground  
th a t  thou a r t  Gorman, I am E n g lish  end he i s  F rench! A lthou gh  in  
r e a l i t y  th e y  are a l l  human and are l i v i n g  b en ea th  t h e ’ shade o f  one God, 
H is P iv in e  B e s to w a ls , F avors find B o u n tie s  have e n c ir c le d  a l l  o f  them . 
They are a l l  th e  sheep  o f  God and He i s  th e  S p ir i t u a l  Shepherd, i s  
m e r c ifu l  to  a l l*

"In s h o r t , th e  d is p la y  o f  t h i s  b a rb a r ic  p a s s io n  i s  no o th er  
than th e  p a s s io n  o f  n a tu r e . These men, l i k e  un to  a n im a ls , are  the  
p r is o n e r s  o f  n a tu r e , subdued and overcome by n a tu r e . A ccord in g  to  
th e  requ irem en t o f  n a tu re  th e  animeI s  are  p u gn aciou s and s t r i v e  in  th e  
d e s tr u c t io n  o f  each  oth er*  In  th e  w orld  o f  n a tu re  th e r e  are aggressioa  
b l o o d t h ir s t in e s s ,  o p p r e ss io n , s t r u g g le  fo r  e x is t e n c e ,  r a p a c ity .
These q u a l i t i e s  are the n a tu r a l la w s o f  n a tu r e . J u st a s  th e s e  an im als  
are c a p t iv e s  o f  n a tu r e , s im i la r ly  man i s  conquered , su b ju g a ted  and 
humbled by n a tu r e . For exam ple, anger g e t s  th e  b e t t e r  o f  man, f e r o c i ­
ty  p r e v a i l s  upon him , and he becom es th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  low er  
p a s s io n s .  What are a l l  th e se ?  They are  no o th e r  than th e  mandates 
o f  th e  worlft o f  n a tu r e .
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“O nly th o se  p e r so n s  who a r e - in  r e a l i t y  b e l ie v e r s  in  God, 

who have w itn e ss e d  th e  : s ig n s  o f  God, are  a t t r a c t e d  to  th e  Kingdom o f  
God and turned  t h e ir  faoefi toward fo d  -  th e y , j-nd th e y  slon ® , e re  
f r e e d  from th e  h.tf?Ody c la w s  o f  n a tu r e , Whereas form erly  th e y  were 
vanquishedy;;% -n a tiir f  *''.'npw i^ey/h tepae-.' i t  £ v i c t o r s ,  Whereas fo rm erly  
th e y  were th f  gnb^aoM ^0#' i?htnr«#..;nów th e y  become th e  r u l e r s .  In
b r i e f ,  man th e  b a ser  p r o p e n s i t i e s  o f  ego and
s e l f ,  th e  Love o f  Goď a t t r a o t s  h im 'ttO  th e  w orld s o f  s a n c t i t y  and 
h o l i n e s s ,  J u s t io s  a n d ■■ g e n e r o s i t y ,  mercy and h u m a n ity .”

■ " ^.hiasd Sohrab.



Bahai N e s t ,: Mount Carmel, H aif  a , S y r ia  
August 7 , 1914

Bear F r ie n d s : -
R ev. J . W. Van K irk , th e  d e s ig n e r  o f  the World Peace F la g ,  

w t i t e s  th e  fo l lo w in g  to  our B eloved :
"Having had th e  honor o f  s e e in g  you tw ic e  and h av in g  th e  

g r e a t  p le a su r e  o f  m eetin g  .a few  o f  your d ev o ted  fo l lo w e r s  in  Wash­
in g to n , P h ila d e lp h ia  and Hew York C ity , I  tak e th e  l i b e r t y  o f  sen d in g  
you an em blem .as an a p p ro p r ia te  stan d ard  o f  th e  fundam ental and com­
p r e h e n s iv e  t r u th s  you are  p ro m u lg a tin g , and hope to  have th e  d e l ig h t  
o f  m eetin g  you in  A cca. You w i l l  p le a s e  f in d  e n c lo se d  a F la g  and 
pam phlet which a re  s e l f  e x p la n a to r y . Should th e  way open, I hope 
to  u n fu r l in  the s t r e e t »  o f  Acca the Standard o f  th e  g r e a t  id e a s  and 
p r in c ip le s  o f  th e  Bahai M a n ife s ta t io n ."

C oncerning th e  F la g  he sa y s :  "The se v en  s t r ip e s  are the  
c o lo r s  o f  th e  ra inbow , or what i s  c a l l e d  in  s o le n c e  th e  spectrum  
a n a ly s is  o f  w h ite  l i g h t .  As th e  l i g h t  o f  th e  sun p a s s e s  through  th e  
drops o f  r a in ,  i t  i s  broken up in to  th e  prim ary c o lo r s  o f r e d ,o r a n g e ,  
y e llo w , g r e e n , b lu e ,  in d ig o  and v i o l e t ,  and thrown on th e  c lo u d  b e­
yond th e  o b s e r v e r . A lso  when l i g h t  p a s s e s  through a prism  i t  d is p e r ­
s e s  in to  the same c o lo r s .  And when th e s e  c o lo r s  are  r e u n ite d  th e y  
produce w h ite  l i g h t .  The se v e n  s t r ip e s  in  g e n e r a l r e p r e se n t  th e  human 
ra ce  a s  i t  has p a ssed  through h i s t o r y .  I t  has b een  broken up , s e g ­
reg a ted  and d iv id e d  in to  many n a t io n s ,  r a c e s ,  la n g u a g e s , c i v i l i z a ­
t i o n s ,  s e c t s  and p a r t i e s  o f  v a r io u s  k in d s , y e t ,  a t  th e  same t im e , i t  
shows th a t  th e y  are not n a t u r a l ly  in d ep en d en t, a n ta g o n is t ic  or ene­
m ies o f  tn e  a n o th e r , b u t are  p a r t s ,  shades or p h a ses o f  one oommon 
hum anity."

In  a n o th er fc la ce , he s a y s :  "For more th an  a g e n e r a t io n  th e  
w orld  has been  in  a t r a n s i t i o n  from l i b e r t y  to  f r a t e r n i t y ,  from 
egoism  to  a ltr u is m , from p e r so n a l l i b e r t y  to  f r a t e r n a l  l ib e r ty ,f r o m  
in d iv id u a l i t y  to  s o c i a l  s o l i d a r i t y ,  from p a tr io t is m  to  hu m an itarian -  
ism . from r e l ig i o u s  and e t h i c a l  s e c ta r ia n ism  to  s p i r i t u a l  and m oral 
u n i t y ,  from o rg a n ic  d is u n it y  to  organ io  u n i t y ,  from th e  r u le  o f  b o ss ism  
to  government o f  th e  p e o p lé  and fro m  s e l f i s h n e s s  to  b ro th erh o o d . The 
era  o f  f r a t e r n i t y  has w e l l  s e t  in ."

The above q u e s t io n s  were t r a n s la te d  and r e a d  to  Abdul Baha, 
and he was w e l l  p le a s e d  w ith  t h e y .  The "Anthem o f  World P a tr io t is m ” , 
w hich we a re  t r a n s la t in g  in to  P e r s ia n  and which was a ls o  read to  th e  
M astery may be quoted h ere  q s a p re lu d e  to  th e  w on d erfu l T a b le t o f  
Abdul Baha to  R ev. Van E ir k : -

"0 m other e a r th i o f  th e e .
Home of humanity

Of th e e  we s in g :
Land where our b r o th e r s  roam.
Land o f  th e  n a tio n s*  home,
Under a l l  heaven*s dome 

L et d u ty  r in g .



Our F a th e r ’ s co u n try  t h i s .
Home o f  H is o f f s p r in g  ’ t i s  

T h is home we lo v e ;
We lo v e  a l l  la n d s  and s e a s .
One k in  i t s  p e o p le ,  th e s e  
T h eir  bond and n a tu re ,:  i s .

L ik e  th a t  above

L et f r ie n d s h ip  f i l l  t h i s  p la c e ,
AAnd r in g  to  e v er y  ra ce  

F r a te r n a l’ s Song;
0 , human k in d , awake,
L et a l l  th a t  l i v e s  p a r ta k e .
The lo n g  dead s i l e n c e  b reak .

The n o te  p r o lo n g .

The n a t io n s ’ Lord; to  Thee 
F rien d  o f  hum anity.

Of th e e  we s in g ;
Long may our e a r th  be b r ig h t  
W ith b r o th e r ’ s  lo v e  and r ig h t ;
I n s p ir e  u s by Thy L ig h t

G reat C h r is t , our K in g .”

Here i s  th en  th e  T ab let o f  th e  Ma,s t e r  to  t h i s  composer 
o f  t h i s  in t e r n a t io n a l  anthem:

"0 thou  r e sp e c te d , t r u th  s e e k e r ’ Thy l e t t e r  was r e c e iv e d .
I t  r e f l e c t e d  the sen tim en t o f th e  on en ess o f  the world o f  hum anity.
The F la g  th a t  thou  h a s t  forw arded was in  r e a l i t y  th e  foreshadow ing  
symbol o f U n iv e r sa l P e a c e . Today a l l  th e  n a t io n s  o f  th e  w orld are  
anim ated w ith  a w a r lik e  s p i r i t  and a l l  th e  governm ents o f th e  world  
are f i l l i n g  t h e ir  m i l i t a r y  s to r e -h o u s e s ,  in v e n t in g  in f e r n a l  m achines 
and p e r fe c t in g  t h e i r  m a n -k il l in g  e n g in e s ; -  so th a t  t h e ir  m a r t ia l  
pow ers may p rep on d erate  each o th er; e s p e c i a l ly  th e  C on tin en t o f  
Europe has become an a r s e n a l  or c o m b u stib le  m a t e r ia ls .  I t  needs  
o n ly  one t in y  spark to  s e t  th a t  h e l l  in t o  a w orld -w id e e x p lo s io n .
I t  w i l l  be th en  such  a t i t a n i c  c o n f la g r a t io n , th e  lu r id  flam e o f  w hich  
s h a l l  b la ž e n  a l l  th e  h o r iz o n s .  Hence th e  Anthem o f  U n iv e r sa l  P eace  
has s t i l l  no charm in  i h e i r  e a r s .  T h eir  u n iv e r s a l ly -a c c e p te d  p o l i t i ­
c a l  axiom s are th a t  th e  g r e a tn e s s  and p r o s p e r ity  o f  a n a t io n  depends 
on her m i l i t a r y  and n a v a l p ow ers. The more e la b o r a te  th e s e  prepara­
t i o n s ,  th e  b e t t e r  p r o te c te d  and secu red  the w e l l - b e in g  and h a p p in ess  
o f  th a t  governm ent and n a tio n *  The K ings and r u le r s  o f  th e  w orld  are  
n o t y e t  ready to  acknow ledge th a t  U n iv e r sa l P eace i s  con d u cive  to  
th e  l i f e  o f  th e  w orld o f  hum anity . In  a s im ila r  s t r a in  th e  n o b le s ,  
th e  demagogues and th o se  in  a u th o r ity  f in d  t h e i r  g lo r y  ahd r e p u ta t io n  
in  n a v a l m i l i t a r y  p r e p a r e d n e ss .

"C onsequ en tly  i t  i s  im p o ss ib le  th a t  ’ econom ic co n ten tm en t’ 
b e r e a l iz e d  by th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  w orld  save through  the: tra n sfo rm in g  
Power o f  F a ith .  For F a ith  id  th e  s o lv e r  o f e v er y  prob lem . T h erefore  
you must s t r i v e  to  s tr e n g th e n  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  R e l ig io n  o f  God. 
Through th e  Power o f  th e  R e l ig io n  o f  God ev ery  d i f f i c u l t y  w i l l  be d i s ­
e n ta n g le d . The Power o f  th e  R e l ig io n  o f  God w i l l  humble th e  K ings aid 
s e t  a t  naught th e  crook ed  m o tiv es  o f  th o se  who are in  supreme a u th o r i­
t y .  Then endeavor y e , th a t  th e  Power o f  True R e l ig io n  w hich b r e a th e s
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the S p ir i t  o f  L if e  in t o  th e  dead body o f  th e  w orld  o f  hum anity, may he 
p rom u lga ted . T h is i s  th e  a n t id o te  fo r  th e  p o iso n e d  body o f  the w orld  
and 4 q u ick  h e a lin g  pemedy f o r  th e  ran corou s d is e a s e  o f  man. For t h i s  
rea so n  d i f f u s e  th ou  a s  much a s  th ou  a r t  a b le  th e  sw eet F ragran ces o f  
th e  H oly S p i r i t ,  te a o h  th e  p e o p le  th e  D iv ine: a d v ic e  and e x h o r ta t io n s  
and spread  f a r  and w id e  th e  h e a v e n ly  (T eachings. -  -  -

The B eloved  was b u sy  a l l  d ay , and I  saw him o n ly  a few min­
u te s  a s  he was r e tu r n in g  frtm  h i s  w a lk . He look ed  w e l l  and g r e e te d  us 
w ith  h i s  in im it a b le  "Marhabal"

In  the m orning tha  P e r s ia n  s tu d e n ts  had t h e ir  m e e tin g , and 
Mir Sayad H o sse in  A fnan, Badi B ushrui and M irza A fla to u n  were sp e a k e r s .  
Every one sen d s you Bahai g r e e t in g .

Ahmad Sohrab
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Bahai le s t ,M o u n t O arm el,H aifa , S y r ia  
August 8 ,1 9 1 4

Dear F r ie n d s : -  j
!

Che sun had s e t  beh ind  Mount Carm el. The d e l i c a t e  sh ad es !
o f  i t s  a f t e r - g lo w — red , p in k  and orange— had p a in te d  th e  W estern  
h o r iz o n  o f  th e  E a stern  sky* The w h ite , f l e e c y  c lo u d s  were t r a n s ­
formed in to  g o ld e n  c a s t l e s  h an gin g  b e tw ix t  th e  heaven  and e a r th .  I t  
was a though I r i s  th e  b e a u t i f u l  god d ess o f  Rainbow, had t in t e d  th e  
b lu e  a zu re  and sh e  h e r s e l f  l i v i n g  in  one o f  th o se  l o v e ly  m ansions

o f  th e  a ir  and making a m a g n if ic e n t  d is p la y  o f  i r id e s c e n t  c o lo r s  and 
p r ism a tlo  hues fo r  th e  d e l e c t a t io n  o f  her adm irers* The su n sh in e  
and su n se t  on Mount Carmel are e s p e c i a l ly  gorgeou s and su p erb , fo r  
one o f t e n  o b ser v es  th e  se a  and M ountain on f i r e — a b r i l l i a n t  and 
r e sp le n d e n t scen e  o f d a z z l in g  c o lo r s ,  b len d ed  and s u f fu s e d  to g e th e r  
in  one m a g n if ic e n t  whole* On t h i s  p a r t ic u la r  even in g  th e r e  was a 
l u l l  in  th e  a i r  and a calm  grandeur e n fo ld e d  us* There was th e  
s o f t e s t  r u s t l e  through  th e  t r e e s  and f lo w e r s  and th e  s w e e te s t  son gs  
on our l ip s *  A few  o f  us were th u s  e n jo y in g  th e  pure d e l ic ^ io u s n e s s  
o f  th e  garden  o f  th e  M aster* The l i g h t  zep hyrs moved by g e n t ly  and 
our h e a r ts  were submerged in  th e  s t a r l i t  sea  o f D iv in e  lo v e *  I w as 
w eaving g a r la n d s o f  i d e a l s  w ith  th e  f r e s h ,  sw eet f lo w e r s  o f  the  
s p i r i t ,  and th in k in g  o f  th o se  f a r - o f f  f r ie n d s  who are  a lw ays n ea r , 
when su d d en ly  th e  B eloved  en tered  th e  gard en , le a d in g  w ith  h i s  r ig h t  
hand a sw eet l i t t l e  g i r l  o f  f i v e  or s i x  y e a r s , a l l  d r e sse d  in  w h ite .
He was t a lk in g  w ith  h er  in  T u rk ish , and she was an sw ering  w ith  much 
g ra ce  and d ig n ity *  "This i s  my g u e s t Ï" he s a id ,  a s  he p o in te d  to  her  
w h ile  s ta n d in g  on th e  s t e p s  o f  th e  house* T,Come, come* my dear f r i e n d Î 
We w i l l  go in  and haye t e a  and s w e e t s Í ” And th e  h o s t  and th e  g u e s t  
d isa p p ea red  i n  th e  d eep en in g  dusk o f  th e  n ig h t*  In  th e  h a lf -d a r k n e s s  
o f  th e  n ig h t ,  I  heard  th e  c le a r  v o ic e  o f  th e  B e loved  c a l l i n g  to  h i s  
s i s t e r : -  "Khanomî Khanomï I  have brought you a g u e s t .  What n ic e  
th in g s  hçve you for- her? She i s  th e  g u e s t  o f  h o n o r .”

Was t h i s  n o t an  id e a l  p ic t u r e  o f  th e  M a ster , th a t  even  now 
w h ile  th e  w hole w orld i s  in  a g r e a t  tu r m o il and h i s  h e a r t  and head  
a r e  f i l l e d  w ith  p i t y  and syn p ath y  fo r  th e  a f f l i c t e d ,  he i s  s t i l l  th e  
s im p le , d a r l in g ,  c h i ld - lo v in g  F a th e r , o v e r flo w in g  w ith  t e n d e r n e s s ,b e ­
n i g n i t y ,  b e n e v o len ce  and a f f e c t i o n .  At t h i s  tim e and hour no o th er  
human b e in g  would have any th ou gh t fo r  th e  dear c h ild r e n *  Only Abdul 
Baha i s  p e r f e c t  i n  a l l  h i s  ways and h i s  lo v in g  k in d n ess  and hum anity  
to  th e  l i t t l e  ones o f  th e  w nrld  i s  th e  h ig h e s t  and n o b le s t  example  
o f  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e .

T h is m orning I  was c a l l e d  in t o  h i s  H oly P r e se n o e , and 
a f t e r  rea d in g  a few  l e t t e r s  and d i c t a t in g  a number o f  T a b le ts , he 
spoke about th e  p r e s e n t  war and th e  trem endous i s s u e s  a t  s ta k e .T h er e  
are w ild  s t o r i e s  o f  b a t t l e s  fo u g h t on la n d  and sea  and v i c t o r i e s  won 
by th e  c o n ten d in g  p a r t i e s ,  but th e y  la c k  b e r a o it y  and accu racy«E very  
day h as i t s  crop  o f  in c o h e r e n t r e p o r ts  w hioh s e t  th e  to n g u es a -w agg in g . 
Here th e  g e n e r a l o p in io n  i s  th a t  Germany i s  a b le  to  l i c k  any c o a l i t i o n
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o f  European Powers a g a in s t  h é r , th a t  w ith  Emperor W illia m  a s  th e  
g e n e r a lis s im o  o f  th e  in v in c ib le  army, Germany w i l l  m eet her  f o e s  
c a lm ly  .and s h a t t e r  t h e i r  f o r c e s  w ith  un con q u erab le  r e s o lu t io n .
"Germany", someone tO ld  me, " is  w e l l - n ig h  in v u ln e r a b le .  Her army 
As th o r o u g h ly  d i s c ip l in e d  and e n t h u s i a s t i c . They w i l l  f i g h t  d e s ­
p e r a t e ly  and a s  lo n g  a s  th e r e  rem ains one s o ld ie r  i n  th e  German 
Empire he w i l l  f i g h t  a g a in s t  th e  h a ted  in v a d e r s . Germany w i l l  o f f e r  
no q u a rter  to  her  en em ies."

Such o p in io n s  one o f t e n  h ea rs  s ta t e d  in  th e  m arket or in  
th e  o f f i o e s .

T h is e v e n in g ’ th e r e  was an in t e r e s t i n g  m e e tin g , and th e  Be­
lo v e d  d e l iv e r e d  a sh o r t  t a l k ,  a s  f o l lo w s : -

"These d r e a d fu l e v e n ts  a r e  a s  w arnings on th e  p a r t o f  G od:- 
so th a t  th e y  may q u ick en  th e  p e o p le  and make them m in d fu l. But th e  
m a jo r ity  o f  mankind are  l i k e  un to  th e  c h i ld r e n , who are  b e in g  rocked  
i n  a c r a d le *  The harder th e y  a re  rooked to  be awakened, th e  deeper  
th e y  f a l l  in to  s l e e p .  E ast and West th e  a f f a i r s  o f  th e  p e o p le  are  
in  u t t e r  c o n fu s io n  and th e  m arkets Of th e  w orld are  a f f l i c t e d  w ith  
l e t h a r g y .  The w h ee ls  o f  in t e r n a t io n a l  t r a n s a c t io n s  are  a t  a s t a n d s t i l l .  
We s h a l l  w a it  and s e e  what God h as d e creed  t o  be th e  outcome o f  t h i s  
u n iv e r s a l  u p h e a v a l. As fo r  y ou , p ray  m eanwhile in  b e h a lf  o f  th e  p e o ­
p l e — so  th a t  th e  foroew  o f  P eace may g a in  ascen d an cy  over th e  pow ers 
o f  war* They are now in  g r e a t  d i s t r e s s .  Prom a l l  s id e s  th e y  are  
surrounded w ith  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and h a r d s h ip s .;  P erch an ce, God w i l l i n g ,  
th e y  may become m in d fu l and aw are, be r e le a s e d  from n e g lig e n c e ,a b a n d o n  
tyran n y  and o p p r e s s io n , t r e a t  each  o th e r  w ith  j u s t i c e  and f  a ir n e s s  
and g iv e  up th e  d lo t a t e s  o f  s e l f i s h n e s s  and p e r so n a l i n t e r e s t *  Our 
hope i s  th a t  th e y  may be fr e e d  from  th e  o r u e lty  o f  p a s s io n  and egoism ; 
th a t  th e s e  w icked pow ers may npt overm aster  them; th a t  th e y  may tu rn  
t h e i r  f a c e s  toward God; th a t  th e  h e a r ts  may become i l lu m in e d ; th a t  
th e  sp h ere  o f  th e  m inds be exten d ed ; th a t  a v a r ic e  and c o v e to u sn e ss  
may n o t rem ain; th a t  t r u s t  i n  God and s e l f - ř e l i a n o e  may ta k e  p o s s e s s io n  
o f  t h e i r  b e in g s ;  th a t  th e y  may 130 s a t i s f i e d  w ith  t h e i r  own r ig h t s  
and th a t  th e y  may n ot r i s e  in  a g r e s s io n  to  tram ple under t h e ir  f e e t  
th e  r ig h t s  o f  o t h e r s .  May a l l  th e  c a u s e s  o f  war and c o n f l i c t ,  hard­
s h ip s  and s u f f e r in g s ,  be e n t i r e l y  removed! -  -  -----I n  s h o r t ,  p ray  and
s u p p l ic a te  a t  th e  T hreshold  o f  th e  A lm igh ty  in  b e h a l f  o f  th e  h e e d le s s  
s o u ls ;  f o r  th e y  know $ o t what th e y  a re  d o in g ! May th e y  become eman­
c ip a te d  from th e  d e f e c t s  o f  t h e i r  own n a tu r e ! May th e y  be imbued 
w ith  th e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  th e  h e a v e n ly  a n g e ls !  May th e y  g iv e  up f e r o c i t y  
and be c h a r a c te r iz e d  w ith  th e  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  th e  M e r c ifu l!  May th e y  
ev er  l i v e  in  a cco rd  w ith  th e  g o o d -p le a su r e  o f  th e  Lord o f  mankind!
May th e y  become th e  gu ard ian s o f  th e  r ig h t s  o f  th e  o p p ressed  and 
downtrodden! May th e y  be th e  r e a l  s e r v a n ts  in  th e  P a la c e  o f  U n iv e r sa l  
B rotherhood!"

Ahmad Sohrab.



B ahai B e s t ,  Mount Carmel, H a ifa , S y r ia  
A ugust 9 , 1914

Dear P r len d s

T h is w&s one o f  th o s e  days th a t  vie o o u ld  s e e  th e  M aster a s  
many tim es  a s  our h e a r ts  d e s ir e d *  We saw him i n  th e  m orning, w a lk in g  
in  h i s  f u l l  g lo r y  i n  th e  gard en , t a lk in g  w ith  th e  f r ie n d s  and a sk in g  
them e v er  so  many q u e s t io n s .  I  was c a l l e d  in to  h i s  p r e se n c e  in  th e  
a fte r n o o n , and I  had a n o th er  h e a v e n ly  hour in  h i s  d iv in e  n e a r n e s s . I 
have n o t t o ld  you so  f a r ,  th a t  I  have a n o th er  p le a s a n t  d u ty , and th a t  
i s ,  to  keep  a D ia ry  in  P e r s ia n  fo r  th e  B e n e f it  o f  our O r ie n ta l  B r o th e r s .  
I t  i s  now n e a r ly  three» months th a t  I  have ta k en  up t h i s  w ork. My 
d a i ly  l e t t e r s  in  P e r s ia n  h ave , how ever, one d i s t i n c t i o n  over t h e ir  
E n g lish  B ro th ers*  and i t  i s  t h i s : -  B efo re  th e y  are  m a iled  th e  B eloved  
rea d s each  one o f  them , and w ith  h i s  own B le s s e d  hand c o r r e c t s  them . 
I s n řt  th a t  f in e ?  C o n seq u en tly , when I  e n te r e d  h i s  p r e se n c e  t h i s  a f ­
ter n o o n  he was rea d in g  th e  P e r s ia n  D ia r y . There were fo u r te e n  l e t t e r s ,  
and he lo o k e d  up from  th e  l a s t  p a g e . "Look h e r e ! I  have read a l l  o f  
them and made a few c o r r e c t io n s ."  In  many c a s e s  th e s e  l e t t e r s  do not 
corresp on d  w ith  th e  E n g lish  o n e s . But th e  pu rp ose Behind them i s  th e  
same— to  se r v e  th e  f r i e n d s .  I f  th e r e  i s  any good news about th e  prop­
a g a t io n  o f  th e  Cause in  Am erica and Europe, I emBody i t  in  th e  con­
t e n t s ,  so th a t  th e y  may know what our B ro th ers and s i s t e r s  are  doing  
in  th e s e  f a r - o f f  la n d s .  On th e  o th er  hand, th e  l i t e r a r y  t a s t e  and s t y l e  
o f  th e  E a stern  p e o p le  are  d i f f e r e n t  from th o s e  o f  th e  W est, and in  
any s o r t  o f  c o m p o sit io n , e p i s t o la r y  or o th e r w is e , one must keep B efo re  
h i s  m en ta l eye  t h i s  fundam ental d i f f e r e n c e  o f  t a s t e .  In  s h o r t ,  once 
th e  l e t t e r s  are  read  and c o r r e c te d  By th e  B e lo v e d , th e y  are  m a iled  to  
M irza ABul Gasem G o le s ta n e , who i s  in  C a ir o . Ee in  tu rn  makes mimeo­
graph c o p ie s ,  and sen d s them r e g u la r ly  ev ery  week to  a l l  th e  O r ie n ta l  
A sse m b lie s— th u s t  he f r ie n d s  B oth in  th e  E ast and in  th e  West are  
kep t in form ed o f  th e  p r o g r e ss  o f  th e  C ause, th e  T each ings and t a lk s  
o f  th e  M astér and th e  e s s e n t i a l  news o f  th e  Movement. What I  p r iz e  
more th an  a n y th in g  e l s e  are my P e r s ia n  l e t t e r s  w ith  th e  w r it in g s  and 
c o r r e c t io n s  o f  th e  M aster B etw een th e  l i n e s .  A lth ou gh  I  send th e s e  
v e r y  l e t t e r s  to  C airo y e t  I  hope to  g e t  them Back in  good t im e . I 
do n o t keep  a n y th in g  fo r  m y se lf*  I t  i s  B e t te r  to  g iv e  th an  to  r e c e iv e .

T h is ev en in g  a  H ungarian gentlem an who was Born in  Turkey and 
i s  a  D octor  i n  th e  Red C r o ss , c a l l e d  on th e  B e lo v e d . H is name i s  Dr. 
A B dullah Y o u se f, and he h as t r a v e l le d  through out I n d ia ,  Japan and many 
W estern c o u n t r ie s ,  f i f t e e n  or tw en ty  y e a r s  ago S u lta n  ABdul Hamid, 
h a v in g  a p e r so n a l grudge a g a in s t  him , s e n t  him a s  a p r is o n e r  to  th e  
p e n a l c o lo n y  o f  A oca . H ere he met th e  B e lo v e d , was a t t r a c te d  to  him, 
b eca u se  he was shown many k in d n e s s e s .  L a ter  on he was r e le a s e d  and 
through  fu r th e r  i n v e s t ig a t io n  he embraced th e  B ahai C au se . Of l a t e  
he has ta k en  a  t r i p  th rou gh  P e r s ia ,  and has met many o f  our f r ie n d s ,  
am ongst tjiem D r. Moody and M iss H appes, e t c .  He sp eak s P e r s ia n  q u ite  
w e l l .  B efo re  g o in g  i n  t o  s e e  th e  M aster , he r e la t e d  to  u s a number 
o f  h i s  e x p e r ie n c e s  w ith  th e  B ah a is  in  Teheran* The B e lo v ed  wqs most 
p le a se d  w ith  h i s  m e e tin g , and d i c t a t e d  a T a b le t , p r a is in g  h i s  work 
i n  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  Red C r o ss . He i s  g o in g  to  jo in  th e  T urkish  
army.

B ein g  a ssu r e d  o f  th e  s te a d y  p r o g r e ss  o f  th e  Cause in  I n d ia ,  
th e  M aster has tu rn ed  h i s  a t t e n t io n  toward Japan, th e  I s la n d  o f  th e  
R is in g  Sun, th e  c o u n tr y  o f  o h erry  B lossom s and chrysanthem um s, o f
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/new c i v i l i z a t i o n  and r a p id  advancem ent. One o f  our s in c e r e  Bahai 
/ f r ie n d s  i s  a lr e a d y  in  th a t  Em pire, and to  him th e  B eloved  w r ite s  th e  

/ f o l l o w i n g  s t i r r i n g  T ab le t

"Q th ou  h e r a ld  o f  th e  Kingdom o f  God! Thy l e t t e r  was rece i^  
A thou san d  tim e s  B ravoÎ f o r  th y  h ig h  m agnanim ity and e x a lt e d  aim* 
T r u stin g  i n  God and w h ile  tu r n in g  th y  fa c e  toward th e  Kingdom o f  Abhi 
u n fu r l  th ou  th e  D iv in e  F la g  i n  Tokyo and c r y  a t  th e  to p  o f  th y  v o ic e s  
"0 ye p e o p le !  The Sun o f  R e a l i t y  h a th  appeared and f lo o d e d  a l l  th e  
r e g io n s  w i t h - i t s  g lo r io u s  l i g h t s :  i t  has u p r a ise d  th e  Standard  o f  the 
O neness o f  th e  w orld  o f  hum anity and summoned a l l  mankind to  th e  r e ­
fu lg e n t  Truth* The Cloud o f  M ercy i s  p ou rin g ; th e  Zephyr o f  P rov id e!  
i s  w a ft in g .a n d  th e  w orld  o f  hum anity i s  b e in g  s t i r r e d  and moved* The 
D iv in e  S p i r i t  i s  c o n fe r r in g ,E te r n a l  L ife *  th e  h e a v e n ly  L ig h ts  are  i l -  
±HmH±Hgx lu m in in g  th e  h e a r ts ;  th e  Table o f  th e  S u sten an ce  o f  th e  King 
i s  sp read  and i s  adorned w ith  a l l  k in d s  o f  fo o d s  and v i c t u a l s !  0. ye  
con cou rse  o f  .men! Awake! Awake! Become m in d fu l! Become m in d fu l! ( 
ye th e  s e e in g  e y e s ,  u n sto p  th e  h ea r in g  e a r s .  Hařk! Hark! The s o f t  
n o te s  o f  h e a v e n ly  rnusio a r e  strea m in g  down, r a v is h in g  t h e . e a r s  o f  th< 
p e o p le  o f  s p i r i t u a l  d isc e r n m e n t• Ere lo n g  t h i s  tra n sc en d e n t l i g h t  wj 
w h o lly  e n l ig h te n  th e  E a st  and th e  W e s t .1

”In  s h o r t ,  w ith  a reso u n d in g  v o ic e -  w ith  a m ira cu lo u s power, 
and w ith  th e  m agnetism  o f  th e  Love o f  God- te a c h  them th e  Cause o f  Gc 
and r e s t  thou  a ssu r e d  th a t  th e  H oly S p i r i t  s h a l l  con firm  t h e e . ------ n

To an oth er  fr ie n d -  who h as ask ed  p e r m is s io n  t o  come t o  v i s i t  th e  Be­
lo v e d  b e fo r e  s t a r t in g  fo r  Japan, he sa y s :

"How i t  i s  much b e t t e r  i f  you s t a r t  d i r e c t l y  f o r  Japan and n 
th e r e  be engaged in  th e  d i f f u s i o n  o f  th e  F ragran ces o f  God. Today t l  
Most G reat B esto w a l i s  t o  te a c h  th e  Cause o f  God, f o r  i t  i s  confirm ee  
w ith  s u c c e s s .  .E very  Bahai te a c h e r  i s  a s s i s t e d  and favored  a t  th e  Dii 
T h resh o ld . In  th e  e s t im a t io n  o f  th e  r e a l  K ing, th e  army w hich  i s  fig  
in g  i n  th e  fr o n t  rank i s  lo v e d  and to  th e  D iv in e  Gardener th e  se e d ­
sow in g  farm er i s  esteem ed  and a o o e p te d . X hope th a t  thou  m ayst be 1: 
un to  a v ic t o r io u s  army and se e d -so w in g  fa rm er. T h erefore  th y  voyage  
to  J a p a n ,is  p r e fe r r e d  to  e v e r y  o th e r  p l a n . -------- "

Ahmad Sohrab.



Bahai Best, Mount Carmel, Haifa,Syria 
August 10, 1914

Dear Friends

In a Tablet to the believers in Tiflis, the Beloved writes 
concerning.his own health:- "You have expressed happiness on ac­
count of the return of Abdul Baha to Haifa and Acca. It was some -tine 
owing to the hardship of the voyage in the W e s t  and the forbearance of 
toil and weariness, the body was greatly fatigued; but now, praise 
bt to Cod, through the Paver and Bounty of the Blessed Perfection-—  
may my life he a sacrifice to his beloved ones*— I m m e d i a t e  rest and 
recovery is obtained. Although in t h e  evening I  w a s  i n  t h e  utmost 
infirmity, yet in the morning I found myself in perfect health, 
soundness and energy. This immediate quick healing was no other 
but one of the infinite, divine Bestowals* When in the morning 1 
raised my head from the pillow, forthwith.I occupied my time in 
writing and reading. Ho one could believe that such quick recovery 
would be procured without any medicine, any treatment or any change 
of air* While in Haifa, one night I turned my face toward the King­
dom of Abha and then put my head on the pillow. When I  awoke, long 
after midnight, I realized I had gained another power and another 
stateÏ The Will Power has had such a marvellous effect that all
my n e r v e s  and l im b s  w e r e ^ e r f e c t l y  ca lm ed , down and s o o t h e d . --------- ,r

/
I n  a n o th e r  T a b le t ,  t o  a  num ber of t e a c h e r s  i n  T e h e ra n , h e  s a y s .* - -  

"0 y e  f r i e n d s  o f  th e  h e a r t  and s p i r i t  of A bdul B a h a i  The 
u n f a i t h f u l  o n e s  h a v e  g a r b le d  a  new sound and h a v e  sp r e a d  i n  t h e  W est 
t h a t  A b d u l Baha i s  c o m p le t e ly  b r o k e n  down and c a n n o t  a t t e n d  t o  a n y  
o f  h i s  a f f a i r s ;  t h a t  he i s  i n  g r e a t  d a n g e r  and so o n  s h a l l  b id  h i s  
l a s t  f a r e w e l l .  Then we w i l l  f i n d  t h e  f i e l d  o p e n  a n d  g a l l o p  t o  a n d  
f r o  a c c o r d in g  t o  our own d é l i r e s .  Ho s o o n e r  w as t h i s  new s h e a r d  
th a n  im m e d ia te ly ,  th r o u g h  th e  B o u n ty , and P a v o r  o f  th e  B le s s e d  P e r ­
f e c t i o n ,  p e r f e c t  heaLt h  w as s e c u r e d  and w ith o u t  l o s i n g  t im e  I  am 
w r i t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  s o  t h a t  th e  t e a c h e r s  o f  th e  C ause o f  God may 
im p a r t t h i s  g l a d - t i d i n g s  t o  a l l  th e  b e l i e v e r s ,  t h a t  A bdul Baha i s  
n o t  b r o k e n  dow n. Through th e  P r o v id e n c e  and G ra ce , C o n f ir m a t io n  and 
M ercy o f  t h e  B le s s e d  P e r f e c t i o n ,  h e  i s  i n  th e  u tm o st e n e r g y * And t h e  
p r o o f  o f  t h i s  s ta te m e n t  i s  t h a t  h e  i s  en g a g ed  b y  day  and b y  n ig h t  
i n  r e a d in g  and w r i t i n g .  -  -  -

D u r in g  t h e  d ay  th e  B e lo v e d  r e c e iv e d  many p e o p le ,  b o th  
f r i e n d s  and s t r a n g e r s .  Aga M ehdi, t h e  g a r d e n e r  o f  th e  H o lý  Tomb, 
had come from  B a h a ie e ,  and h e was w ith  t h e  M a ster  f o r  more th a n  an  
h o u r . T h ese  a r e  g l c r i o u s  d a y s  f o r  th e  B a h a is  i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  th e  
w o r ld , b e c a u s e  k n ow ing  t h a t  th e  K in g  o f  t h e i r  h e a r t s  i s  f e e l i n g  so  
w e l l ,  t h e y  m ust i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  momentum and s e r v i c e a b le n e s s  t o  th e  
C ause o f  God and th e  w o r ld  o f  h u m a n ity . The good h e a l t h  o f  t h e  
M a ster  w i l l  c h e e r  and en c o u r a g e  u s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  a r i s e  w ith  new  
h op e and new pow er and prom ote  th e  P r i n c i p l e s  d f  U n iv e r s a l  C i v i l i ­
z a t i o n .  The d a rk er  th e  w o r ld  o f  h u m a n ity , th e  g r e a t e r  th e  n eed  o f  
B ah ai l i g h t !  The more ssd. .and d e sp o n d en t th e  c h i ld r e n  o f  men, th e  
b e t t e r  a p p r e c ia te d  d iv in e  h a p p in e s s  and jo y !  Her a s  no w h e r e  e l s e  
th e  B a h a is  can  show t h e i r  m e t t l e  and d e m o n str a te  by d e e d s  and w ords  
th e  g e n u in e n e s s  o f  t h e i r  d o c tr in e s ,. .  Happy a r e  t h o s e  who have f i l l e d
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th e  g o b le t s  o f  t h e i r  h e a r ts  w ith  th e  n e c ta r  o f th e  lo v e  o f God’

There was a m eetin g  t o n ig h t .  The. b e l ie v e r s  were a l l  p r e ­
s e n t .  A l i t t l e  pam phlet was g iv e n  to  th e  M aster b e fo r e  h i s  en tra n ce  
in to  the room. I t  c o n ta in e d  an a r t i c l e  w r it t e n  by a m iss io n a r y  in  
O airo a g a in s t  th e  C ause. While' he was h o ld in g  i t  in  h i s  hand and lo o k ­
in g  th rou gh  i t s  pages* he sa id :  "They a r e  inform ed to o  l a t e .  The 
m atter  i s  now beyond t h e ir  c r i t i c i s m  and reb u k e. I t  i s  record ed  In  
h is t o r y  th a t  w h ile  Mohammed 11 was bombarding th e  w a ll  of C o n sta n ti­
n o p le  and h is  v i c t o r io u s  army were h a s te n in g  th e  d o w n fa ll o f th e  
B y za n tin e  Em pire, one o f  th e  M in is te r s  o f  S ta te  c a l le d  on th e  Great 
P a tr ia r c h  :and found him much occu p ied  over some m a n u sc r ip ts . 1 What 
a r t  th ou  d o in g ? 1 th e  M in is te r  a sk ed . ’ I am w r it in g  a r e f u t a t i o n .1 
’A g a in s t  whom i s  t h i s  r e f u t a t io n  m eant?1 ’A g a in st Mohammed and h is  
f a l s e  r e l i g i o n . 1 The M in is te r  was w roth and smote him on h is  f a c e .
’A rt th ou  b e s id e  t h y s e l f ? 1 he sa id  to  ths P a tr ia r o h  : ’ I t  was n e c ­
e s s a r y  to  w .r ite  t h i s  r e f u t a t io n  when Mohammed was s t i l l  in  Medina and 
Mecca; b u t now he h as come and i s  bombarding our c i t y .  Man’ What 
a i l s  th e e  w ith  t h i s  n o n s e n s ic a l  r e f u t a t io n .  I f  thou  a r t  meaning 
what thou  a r t  w r i t in g ,  come out and stan d  b e fo r e  h i s  c a n n o n -b a lls ’
Thou a r t  in form ed to o  l a t e ,  to o  l a t e . 1 -  -  -  -  I t  i s  most n a t u r a l .t h a t  
th e  C h r is t ia n  M is s io n a r ie s  may w r ite  a r t i c l e s  to  d isp ro v e  t h i s  C ause, 
but t h i s  w i l l  make the: r e a l i t y  o f  th e  Movement appear w ith  g r e a te r  
b r i l l i a n c y .  These r e f u t a t io n s  w hich a re  b e in g  lau n ch ed  out a g a in s t  
t h i s  Cause a re  l i k e  un to  th e  work o f  th e  Gardener who lo p s  o f f  th e  
low er  b ran ch es o f  a  t r e e  and c l e a r s  th e  ground from th o rn s and under-  
brusHi . T h is w i l l  Cause th e  grow th o f  the: t r e e .  A lthou gh  outw ard ly  
th e  lo p p in g  o f  th e  bran ch es may be c o n s id e r e d  a s  i n f l i c t i n g  wounds to  
th e  t r e e ,  y e t  i n  r e a l i t y ,  th e y  w i l l  sp eed  a lo n g  i t s  d evelop m en t. T his 
Cause i s  w ith in  two c a t e g o r ie s .  I t  i s  e i t h e r  tr u e  or f a l s e .  I f  i t  
i s  t r u e ,  none o f  th e s e  h in d ra n ces  w i l l  sto p  i t s  forw ard m a rch ,. and i f  
i t  i s  f a l s e  i t '  w i l l  d isa p p ea r  a l l  by  i t s e l f  and th e r e  w i l l  be no 
need  to  have r e c o u r se  to  any d r a s t ic  m easu re. There i s  a C a th o lic  
P r ie s t  in  Aoca who h as been  and i s  s t i l l  w r it in g  f a l s e  sta tem en ts  
a g a in s t  t h i s  C au se. He lo v e s  to  argue w ith  th e  b e l i e v e r s .  Once he 
c a l l e d  on Aga H o sse in  Ash^ee and s ta r t e d  to  r e fu te  ev ery  s ta te m e n t .
Our f r i e n d ,  f in d in g  h i s  r e f u t a t io n s  c h i ld i s h ,  answ ered him in  th e  
fo l lo w in g  s to r y :  ’Mohammed A l i  Pasha had a b ig ,  f a t  ca m e l. When the  
H a^is s ta r t e d  on t h e i r  lo n g  p ilg r im a g e  to  Mecca through  th e  d e s e r t  
he ordered  a r a p id - f i r e  gun t o  be mounted on th e  back o f  th e  C am el;- 
so  th a t  th e y  may f i r e  i t  on t h e i r  s t a r t  and a t  t h e i r  a r r iv a l  a lo n g  th e  
r o a d . The ear  o f  the cam el was so  accustom ed to  the th u n d er in g  n o is e  
or th e  cannon th a t  a lth o u g h  i t  was f i r e d  on i t s  b ack , i t  b ever  moved. 
B ecause t h i s  cam el perform ed such a n  im portant s e r v ic e  and e a r r iâ d  
such  a heavy lo a d , th e  Pasha had ordered  th a t i t  c o u ld  g ra ze  through  
anybody’ s farm w ithou t, any h in d ra n ces  Having reached  a s t a t io n , t h e  
cam el e n ter ed  th e  farm  o f  a  poor farm er. In  h i s  a b sen ce  he had l e f t  a 
young boy to r d r iv e  away th e  a n im a ls . T h is boy s ta r t e d  to  f i r e  in  t ie  
a ir  w ith  a sm a ll r e v o lv e r  which he had, upon s e e in g  th e  cam el, to  
sc a re  i t  aw ay. ’What a r t  thou  d o in g , my boy? a H aji a sk e d . ’ I  want to  
sc a re  a w a y .th is  c a m e l .’ ’Ohï Don’ t  tr o u b le  y o u r s e l f .  On th e .b a c k  o f  
t h i s  cam el a cannon i s  f i r e d  tw ice  d a i l y ,  and i t  does n o t m ove. D ost 
thou ex p eo t i t  to  be soared  away by tbe souná og th y  sm a ll revo lver?"  
How th e  r e f u t a t io n s  w r it t e n  by th e s e  m is s io n a r ie s  are  e x a c t ly  th e  
same. -  -  -  -  - ,T

Ahmad Sohrab.
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Bahai N e s t ,  Mount Carmel, H a i f a ,  S y r ia  
August 11 ,  1914

Dear F r ien d s
I  d id  not f e e l  w e l l  t o d a y .  I  had a f e v e r  and a headache  

b e s i d e ,  so  I d e c id e d  not  t o  descend  t h e  Mountain but s t a y  i n  my n e s t .  
For the  l a s t  th r e e  days I  was g e t t i n g  w o rse ,  and to d a y  Ï  f e l t  so bad 
tha t  no m a tter  how I t r i e d ,  I  co u ld  not  g a t h e r  enough r e s o l u t i o n  to  go 
down. I t  i s  so  bad t o  g e t  s i c k .  One becomes so  h e l p l e s s  and u s e l e s s *  
Víny o a n Tt  t h i s  human mechanism go on working w ith o u t  wear and t e a r ,  
w i t h o u t - p h y s i c a l  s u f f e r i n g s  and p a i n s ,  i s  beyond my imagination':' Some 
say  t h a t  man can f r e e  h i m s e l f  from s i c k n e s s  i f  he o b ser v es  th e  r u le  
of  h y g ie n e  and f o l l o w s  a s im ple  p l a n  o f  sane and sound l i f e ,  w i th o u t  
i n d u lg in g  i n  t h e  b u b b l e - l i k e  f r i v o l i t i e s  and d i s s i p a t i n g  p l e a s u r e s  
t h a t  undermine t h e  f o u n d a t io n  o f  h e a l t h .  The human body i s  l i k e  unto  
a w a tc h .  I t s  d e l i c a t e ,  s e n s i t i v e  in s tr u m e n ts  must be handled w i th  
p e r s o n a l  d e x t e r i t y  and knowledge.  For t h i s  r e a so n ,  many p e o p le  have  
come t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i f  we d e s i r e  t o  have ah e v o lv i n g  and p e r f e c t  hum­
a n i t y ,  e v e r  r i s i n g  h ig h e r  and h i g h e r ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  the  race  must 
be grounded i n  t h e  knowledge o f  s e l f - p r o t e c t i o n .  Once t h i s  knowledge  
i s  u n i v e r s a l l y  t a u g h t ,  i t  w i l l  improve the  human s t o c k ,  add to  the- 
l o n g e v i t y  o f  the  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  e l i m i n a t e  many germ d i s e a s e s  and impart 
to  man a new vogor and e n e r g y .  A lr ea d y ,  t h e r e  are  many n o b le  p i o ­
n e e r s  i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  and a l l  th e  l o v e r s  o f  humanity cannot h e lp  'but 
w ish  them God-speed and b r i l l i a n t  s u c c e s s .

At noon, Badi Bushrui  came up and r ep o r ted  t h a t  t h e  Master  
had in q u ir e d  about me. Hence I  d e c id ed  t o  go down, even i f  I d id  not  
f e e l  w e l l .  When I  en tered  the. garden,  I  was ushered  i n t o  the  p resen ce  
o f  tbe. B e loved  im m e d ia te ly .  He was w a lk in g  and humming t o  h i m s e l f  A 
b e a u t i f u l  song o f  s p i r i t u a l  t h r i l l  and b e a u t y .  He gave me a d e t a i l e d  
T ab le t  a d d ressed  to  the. E d ito r  o f  t h e  CHRISTIAN COMMONWEALTH, and 
asked me to  t r a n s l a t e  i t .  The r e s t  .o f  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  was spent  i n  
t r a n s l a t i n g  t h a t  T a b le t ,  and doing  o ther  work. I t  was about su n s e t  
when I  ascended t h e  Mountain o f  God, f e e l i n g  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r .

The f i g s  have r ip en ed  and e v e r y  morning one may go out  and 
plu ck  the  Ju icy  f r u i t s  from the* green  t r e e s .  Around my N est  th e r e  are  
s e v e r a l  f i g  t r e e s ,  and you can imagine me s i t t i n g  under t h e i r  over ­
shadowing b ra n c h e s .  Grapes and watermelons are  i n  abundance. Peaches  
melons and pomegranates have appeared i n  th e  market,  but  th e y  are ye t  
too  dear f o r  the p o o r .  One can buy a v e ry  l a r g e  watermelon fo r  three  
or four c e n t s ,  and a l a r g e  b a s k e t f u l  of  f i g s  or grapes  fo r  an equal  
sum.

A b e a u t i f u l  s u p p l i c a t i o n ,  r e v e a le d  f o r  the P o rt la n d  3ahai  
Assembly, i s  as f o l l o w s : -

0 Thou Heavenly Father!  Thou h a s t  th e  Armies o f  th e  Kingdom 
and th e  S p i r i t u a l  A n g e ls :  We h e l p l e s s  ones are th e  broken-winged
b i r d s  we are  l o n g i n g  t o  soar  towards the. Immensity o f  th y  Kingdom. Y/e 
are  th e  parched f i s h ;  we s e e k  the Ocean of  t h e  Waterjof l i f e .  We are  
the moths o f  t h e  m ortal  world;  we yearn f o r  the  lamp o f  th e  Immortal 
Realm. We are weak and p o w e r l e s s ,  but we are f i g h t i n g  a g a i n s t  tie- 
l e g i o n s  o f  the xvorId.

"Therefore ,  0 Thou Lord o f  H osts !  Grant Confirm ation;  so that  
th e  Army of L i g h t s  may win the  v i c t o r y  and the  l e g i o n s  o f  darkness  te 
v a n q u ish ed .  A s s i s t  us i n  th e  s e r v i c e  o f  th e  Kingdom and inform us 
w ith  the D iv in e  M y s t e r i e s .  Confer upon us  the  G l a d - t i d i n g s  o f  the  
E v e r l a s t i n g  S o v e r e ig n t y  and grant  us a p o r t i o n  and a share  o f  the
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L if e  E te r n a l.  U n loose  our to n g u es in  Thy p r a is e  and make our e y es  
s e e in g ;  in  order th a t  we may "behold the w orld  o f  t h e  Kingdom and  
w ith  an e lo q u e n t tongue g l o r i f y  and lau d  Thy B eauty  and P e r f e c t io n .  
Y e r i ly  Thou a r t  th e  Generous* th e  Kind!

(S ign ed ) Abdul Baha A b b as.”

A lo v e l y  T ab le t a d d ressed  to  th e  B ahai Assem bly o f  S tu ttgart,G erm an y , 
i s  a s f o l l o w s : -

" O y e  k ind  f r ie n d s  and th e  b e lo v ed  maid se r v a n ts  o f H is  
H o lin e ss  th e  Incom parable Oneï The l e t t e r  th a t  you have w r it te n  on 
th e  a n n iv er sa r y  day o f  th e  D e c la r a t io n  o f  th e  F ir s t  P o in t (th e  Bah)
—may my l i f e  be a ransom to  H im !--becam e., the cause o f g rea t h ap p i­
n e s s .  P r a is e  be to God th a t  the members o f  th a t rad ian t Assem bly  
have turned  t h e i r  f a c e s  tow ards th e  M e r c ifu l Kingdom* th a t on su ch  
a b le s s e d  day you are  g a th ered  to g e th e r  w ith  p e r fe c t  lo v e  and were 
o ccu p ied  in  th e  commemoration o f  God. With h is  h ea rt and s p i r i t  
Abdul Baha was p r e se n t  in  th a t  g a th e r in g  and w as a s s o c ia t in g  w ith  
you w ith  the utm ost c o n fid e n c e  and in t im a c y . In  th a t  m eeting  d iv in e  
S u s c e p t i b i l i t i e s  were ex p e r ien ce d  and th e  C on firm ation s o f the King­
dom w itn e s s e d . The m ention  o f  th a t  c o n g r e g a tio n  w i l l  be handed down 
to  p o s t e r i t y ,  and i t s  p r a is e  w i l l  be on th e  l i p s  o f  men throughout 
the fu tu r e  a g es  and o y c l e s .  T h er e fo r e , be ye engaged in  th e  g l o r i f i ­
c a t io n  o f  th e  M e r c ifu l Lord* fo r  ye were h e lp ed  to  h o ld  such a m eetin g , 
w h erein  th e  f a c e s  w ere s h in in g ,  th e  h e a r ts  were a t t r a c t e d  w ith  t ie  
F ragran ces o f  God and th e  s p i r i t s  r e jo ic e d  w ith  th e  I n f i n i t e  B esto w a ls . 
The Candle o f  th a t  m eetin g  c o n s is t e d  o f  th e  O utpourings o f  the King­
dom o f  Abha; th e  food  o f  th a t  A ssem bly was th e  H eaven ly  Sustenance;  
th e  b everage  o f  th a t  g a th e r in g  was the Wine o f  th e  Love o f God and 
th e  m elody o f  th a t  company was th e  son g  o f  th e  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  and p r a ise  
o f  th e  H eaven ly  F a th er: 1 am h o p e fu l from th e  D iv in e  B esto w a ls  th a t
th a t  M em orial M eetin g  may be h e ld  e v er y  y ea r; th a t  you may commemorate 
th e  dawn o f  th e  Morn o f  G uidance— th e F ir s t  P e in t — and b r in g  to  mind 
th e  p r o p h e c ie s  which he gave co n c er n in g  th e  appearance o f  tha B lesse d  
M a n ife s ta t io n , Baha*o Tl l a h ï  -  p -  -  -"

Ahmad Sohrah.



1 Bahai U e s t , Mount Carmel, H a ifa , S y r ia .
August 12 , 1914

Dear F r ie n a s : -

B ecause I  d id  not f e e l  q u ite  w e l l ,  I  saw th e  M aster o n ly  fcr 
a few m in u te s . The r e s t  o f th e  day I  was ly in g  a round, com p la in in g  
a g a in s t  f a t e  and w ish in g  to  g e t  r id  o f  t h i s  s ic k n e s s  a s  q u ic k ly  a s  
p o s s i b l e .  Everybody h as b een  kind and th o u g h t fu l,  and Bahai lo v e  has 
been  showered upon me c o n s t a n t ly .  As I  had n o t had th e  p le a s u r e  o f  
l i s t e n i n g  to  him d u rin g  th e  day, in  order th a t  I m ight r ep o r t to  you  
h is  c o n v e r sa t io n s  and t a l k s ,  l e t  u s  go fo r  a few m in u tes to  the foun­
ta in -h e a d  o f  h is  T afelets and s e e  w hether we can  d r in k  a few d ro p s .

To D octor  Susan I .  Moody, o f  Teheran, co n cern in g  th e  c u r re n t year  
ex a m in a tio n  o f  t h e ; g i r l s 1’ S c h o o l, he s a y s : -

"The c o n te n ts  o f  th e  l e t t e r  th a t  thou  h a s t  w r it t e n  in  regard  
to  the S ch oo l f o r  G ir ls  im parted jo y  to  th e  h e a r t s .  P r a is e  be to  God 
th a t  pne f in d s  in  Teheran su ch  a  w e ll-e q u ip p e d  s c h o o l  f o r  th e  g i r l s ,  
in  which th e y  a re  exp en d in g  th e  u tm ost e f f o r t  to  a c q u ir e  th e  p er ­
f e c t i o n  o f  th e  w orld, o f  hum anity and are: b e in g  ed u cated  b en ea th  th e  
P rov id en ce  o f  H is H igh n ess th e  One! I f  t h i s  program i s  pursued  to  
th e  end, w ith in  a sh o r t  sp a ce  o f  t im e , in  the: f i e l d  o f  a ch iev em en ts  
and acco m p lish m en ts, , th e  woman w i l l  become th e  eq u a l o f  men. Up to  
a few y e a r s  ago , P e r s ia  la ck ed  th e  means: o f  e d u c a tio n  fo r  her women, 
and th e y  w ere  d ep r iv ed  o f  e v er y  f a c i l i t y  o f  p r o g r e s s .  B u t, p r a is e  
be to  God, from th e  Day o f  th e  Dawn of th e  Morn o f  G uidance, day by 
day womankind has beèn  p r o g r e s s in g .  I t  i s  hoped th a t  th e y  may p r e ­
cede a l l  th e  r e s t  in  v i r t u e s  and e x c e l l e n c e s ,  in  th e  n e a r n e ss  to  th e  
Court o f  th e  A lm ighty  and in  F a ith  and A ssu ran ce , and th e  Yfcmen o f  
th e  E ast may become a s exam ples to  th e  Woman o f  th e  W est. P r a ise  be  
to  God th a t  thou  a r t  confirm ed  in  s e r v ic e  and on t h i s  q u e s t io n  thou  
a r t; working and la b o r in g  most n o b ly , l ik e w is e  th e  te a c h e r  o f  th e  
sohoohJM iss L i l l i a n  Happe;s .  Convey to  her  on my b e h a lf  th e  utm ost 
k in d n e s s .-

To M rs. S tan n ard , he w r it e s
”0 th ou  h era ld  o f  th e  Kingdom* Good news i s  b e in g  r e c e iv e d  

from I n d ia , t h a t ,  p r a is e  be t o  God, th e  D iv in e  F ragran ces are b e in g  
d if f u s e d  and th a t  w ith  th e  utm ost en ergy  th a t  r e s p e c t e d  one i s  en­
gaged in  s e r v i c e .  As thou  h a s t  condu cted  th y  s e l f  in  accord  w ith  
th e  in s t r u c t io n s  o f  Abdul Baba, a r t  in  th e  u tm ost a t t e n t io n  toward  
th e  Kingdom o f  Abha and art u n lo o s in g  th y  tongue in  th e  d e l iv e r y  
of e lo q u e n t sp e e c h e s  in  te a c h in g  th e  Cause o f  God. I t  i s  a ssu red  
th a t  th e  Lord o f  H o sts  has and w i l l  co n firm  th e e  under a l l  circum ­
s t a n c e s .  T ruly I  sa y , In d ia  i s  on th e  road to  p r o g r e ss  and an arena  
fo r  th é  s p i r i t u a l  a c t i v i t é s  o f  th e  b le s s e d  so u ls  whose o b je c t  i s  
th e  on en ess o f  the; w orld  o f  hum anity and; th e  d isap p earan ce  o f  r e ­
l i g i o u s ,  d e n o m in a tio n a l, r a c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  p r e j u d ic e s .  P r a ise  
be to  God th a t  th e  c o u n tr y  o f  In d ia  i s  v e r y  sp a c io u s  and th e  govern­
ment o f  In d ia  i s  a ju s t  governm ent. O p p ressio n , c r u e l t y  and t y r ­
anny a re  a b s e n t .  A l l  th e  n a t io n s  are rocked in  th e  c r a d le  o f  s e ­
c u r i t y  and composure and np one i n t e r f e r s  w ith  th e  p e r so n a l a f f a i r s  
o f  a n o th e r . T h e r e fo r e , Goa h as p reo rd a in ed  th a t  th ou  mayst tra v ex  
to  th a t  cou n try ; summon i t s  in h a b ita n ts  to  th e  Kingdom o f  God and 
become th e  means o f  th e  en ligh ten m en t o f . I n d i a .  -  -  -



R e fe r r in g  to  th e  c o n te n ts  o f  a sm a ll new spaper, c l ip p in g  
in  w hich was m entioned th e  name o f  a once prom inent b e l ie v e r  in  
C hicago , he s a i d : -  "There a r e  many p e o p le  who e n te r  in to  t h i s  Cause 
w ith  some p r e co n ce iv e d  id e a s  and f in d in g  t h e i r  id e a s  cannot be en­
g r a fte d  on th e  Bahai R e v e la t io n , th e y  leave! i t ,  b u t t h i s  door Is, 
a lw ays open b e fo r e  t h e i r  f a c e s .  The q u a l i t y  o f  mesoy* i s  n o t  
s t r a in e d .  God i s  e v e r  fo r g iv in g  and w i l l  a c c e p t  the s in c e r e  r e ­
p en tan ce  o f  H is wayward c h i ld r e n .  He w i l l  n ever  c lo s e  th e  doors^  
o f  H is Kingdom. Man m ust a l s o  adorn h i s  h e a r t w ith  t h i s  unchange­
a b le  a t t r ib u t e  o f  M ercy. No m a tter  how low  a  man h as d escen d ed , how 
s i n f u l  he has beopme, how p e r v e r se  has been  h is  c h a r a c te r , y e t  
through  th e  Bower o f  R epentance and th e  Love o f  God, he i s  cap ab le  
o f  com p lete  r e g e n e r a t io n . The se a  o f  the: f o r g iv e n e s s  o f  God i s  
ev er  in  m otion; th e  show ers o f  H is Pardon a re  a lw ays p o u r in g  down; 
th e  g a le  o f  H is G e n e r o s ity  i s  in c e s s a n t ly  b lo w in g . He d oes n o t d e­
p r iv e  H is s e r v a n ts ,  no m a tter  how d is o b e d ie n t  and r e b e l l i o u s .  L et 
them in  th e  hour o f  p r a y e r  tu r n  t h e i r  f a c e s  to  God, and He w i l l  
c le a n s e  them from  a l l  th e  im p u r it ie s ;  He w i l l  make them a s  pure  
and in n o c e n t a s  th e  s u c k l in g  b a b e s . I f  God tu rn s  u s  away from H is 
G ate, th e n  who^e garment sh o u ld  we h o ld ?  I f  He sh u ts  th e  Door o f  
H is M ercy to  u s ,  th e n  a t  w hose door sh ou ld  we knock? I f  He I s  not 
kind and b e n e v o le n t  to  u s ,  th en  to  whim áfcould we ap p ea l?  I f  He 
i s  u n m er c ifu l and h a rsh  tow ards u s a s  c e r t a in  p e o p le  a r e , th en  
where i s  our hope? No. God*s power o f  fo r g iv e n e s s  i s  n o t r e ­
s t r a in e d .  W ith t h i s  Power He perform s m ir a c le s  and changes th e  
m e ta ls  in to  pure g o ld .  H is Love i s  a s  w ide a s  the u n iv e r s e ,  nay, 
nay , i t  i s  l i m i t l e s s  and b o u n d le s s , a s h o r e le s s ,  fa th o m le s s  sea  
o f s p i r i t u a l  l o v e .  L et th e  s in n e r s  go to  th e  snore o f  t h i s  s e a  
and th ey  w i l l  be washed o f  a l l  t h e i r  s t a in s  and b le m is h e s , no 
m a tter  how b la c k . The Sun o f  H is G e n e r o s ity  and Com passion i s  
sh in in g  over a l l  th e  c r e a tu r e s ;  l e t  th o se  who a re  ch a in ed  in  the  
p r is o n  o f  s e l f  and d e s i r e ,  break  t h e i r  f e t t e r s ,  le a v e  t h e ir  dark 
c e l l s  and come out in to  God*s own S u n sh in e , ana bask  under th e  
s o f t ,  warm ra y s p f  H is Clemenoy»"

T h is ev en in g  th e  B eloved  spoke on th e  e f f e c t  o f  th e  b lood  
o f  the m a r ty r s . He s a id  in  p a r t : -  "Every one o f  th e  b e l ie v e r s  o f  
God m artyred was l i k e  u n to  a  pure se ed  sown in  th e  ground, w hich  
w i l l  y i e l d  a th o u sa n d fo ld . A lthou gh  ou tw ard ly  th e  se ed  s a c r i f i c e s
i t s e l f ,  y e t  in  r e a l i t y  i t  i s  th e  ca u se  o f  l i f e . -------- Through th e
b lo o d  o f  th e  M artyrs th e  B lessed ' Tree has a lw ays grown and d e­
v e lo p e d ."  Then sp ea k in g  about É b te h a jp l Molk ( th e  jo y  o f  th e  
Kingdom) a prom inent b e l i e v e r  in  R a sh t, he s a id :  "This E b te h a jo l  
Molk i s  o f  a  t r u th  E b teh ajo l-A h eb b a  (The jo y  o f  th e  b e l i e v e r s ) .  He 
i s  a s in c e r e ,  firm  and s t e a d f a s t  man. He i s  a lw ays i £  th e  same 
s t a t e .  He I s  n o t  subject* to  any change and i s  e v er  s e r v in g  th e  
C ause."  He spoke about o th e r  s u b je c t s ;  f u l l  o f  wisdom and g u id a n ce . 
The m ee tin g  was brought to  a  c lo s e  w ith  th e  ch a n tin g  o f  T a b le ts  by  
Badi B u sh ru i, and when we came o u t , the w aves o f  a  g r e a t  h a p p in ess  
su rged  in  our h e a r ts  and we ascen d ed  th e  H oly M ountain, th an k in g  
and p r a is in g  th e  Lord f o r  a l l  H is good G if t s  to  u s .  These days are  
so  s w i f t l y  p a s s in g ,  and we do n o t h a l f  a p p r e c ia te  them . Oh! f o r  
th e  psBpiK p ea ce  th a t  p a s s e th  u n d ersta n d in g ! for* know ledge th a t  
g iv e s  u s p e r f e c t  freedom !

Ahmad Sohrab

^ g u s t  I S , 1914 -S -



B ahai U e s t , Mount Carmel 
H a ifa , S y r ia ,A u g .1 4 , 1914

Dear H r ien d s:-
"Be thou  r e a d y . T h is a fte r n o o n  we wiMJ. go to  A cca."  Thus 

commanded me th e  lo r d  o f  my h eary  t h i s  m orn ing, a s  he was w alk­
in g  in  t£ e  b e a u t i f u l  garden* Oy. my Lordi I  am a lw ays ready to  go 
w ith  th e e  to  th e  end o f  th e  w o r ld . I  am read y  to  s e r v e  th e e ,a n d  
i f  I  am fo r tu n a te  enough to  shed  th e s e  few drops o f  b lo o d  in  Thy 
p a th . In  t h i s  w ide w orld  I  have n o th in g  e l s e  b u t T h ee. Bor th y  
sake I have g iv e n  up every', o th e r  th ou gh t and id e a .  In  my h ea rt  
Thou a r t  th e  P e e r le s s  S o v e r e ig n . Thou a r t  h o ld in g  th e  u n d isp u ted  
a u th o r ity  over a l l  my a f f a i r s .  Thy W ill  be done and n o t m ine. Thy 
g o o d -p le a su r e  to  me i s  more v a ;u a b le  and p r e c io u s  th an  a l l  th e  w e a lth  
e f  th e  w o r ld . Thy lo v e  i s  a l l - s u f f i c i e n t .  W ith i t  I  am enab led  
to  overcome e v er y  d i f f i c u l t y ;  to  s in g  Thy p r a is e ,  to  u p l i f t  my id e a ls  
to  Thy S ta r r y  heaven  and adm ire th e  wonders o f  Thy c r e a t io n .  Thou
a r t  th e  l i g h t  o f  my^heart* th e  s tr e n g th  o f  my w i l l  and th e  support 
o f  my w ea k n ess , w ith  Thy C on firm ation  I hope to  se r v e  Thee t i l l
th e  end o f  my d a y s .

W ith t h i s  th ou gh t in  my mind, I ascended  th e  M ountain to  
pack my sm a ll g r ip  and be down a t  S p .  m. Badi B ushrui h e lp ed  me 
to  c a rr y  i t .  But when we were in  th e  house o f th e  B e lo v ed , we heard  
th e  t r i p  i s  p ostp o4ed  t i l l  tom orrow, b ecau se  he w ants to  go up and 
v i s i t  th e  H oly Tomb o f  th e  Bab and a ls o  pay a c a l l  upon M irza J a la l  
and h i s  fa m ily , l i v i n g  on th e  top  o f  th e  M ountain . In  a few m inu tes  
th e  c a r r ia g e  was made r e a d y , and th e  M aster came o u t .  He c a l l e d  
Badi B u sh ru i, Bouhi E f fe n d i ,  Ghoday E ffe n d i and M irza Mohamad A li  Afnan 
and m y s e lf ,  and to ld  u s to  ta k e  our s e a t s  in  th e  c a r r ia g e ,  which we 
d id  w ith  g r e a t  3oy . The c a r r ia g e  drove us h ig h e r  and h ig h e r  t i l l  we 
reaohed th e  H oly Tomb. Here th e  B eloved  a l ig h te d  and su r p r ie è d  th e  
s tu d e n ts ,  fo r  th e y  d id  n ot e x p e c t  him a t  a l l ;  th e y  were th in k in g  
he was a lr e a d y  on h is  way to  A cca . Here, he s a t  a few m in u te s ,a sk e d  
Abbas G o li to  b r in g  a p i t c h e r  o f  c o ld  w ater to  wash and r e f r e s h  h i s  
f a c e .  Then lo o k in g  a t  th e  s e a ,  he s a id :  "Owing to  t h i s  g r ea t war 
in  Europe, th e  sc h e d u le  o f  th e  a r r iv a l  and d ep artu e  o f  th e  steam ers  
i s  c o m p le te ly  u p s e t ,  and th e  door o f com m unication i s  c l o s e e .  We 
are a w a it in g  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  s t r u g g le ."

Then he c a l l e d  e v e r y  one to  fo l lo w  him to  th e  o th er  h o ly  
room and w h ile  s ta n d in g  u p , w ith  th e  utm ost r e v e r a n c e , ch an ted  the 
V i s i t i n g  T a b le t . Coming o u t , we rode a g a in  in  th e  c a r r ia g e  and 
s t a r t e d  on our upward d r iv e  t o  th e  sum m it. S in c e  my a r r iv a l  in  H a ifa ,
I have n o t been  t o  th e  to p , but I  have a lw ays w ish ed  I co u ld  go w ith
th e  M a ste r , As th e  c a r r ia g e  ascen d ed  s lo w ly  one co u ld  f e e l  th e  
w a ft in g  o f  th e  f r e s h  b r e e z e  and e a s i l y  r e a l i z e  th a t  tte  w ea th er  here
i s  f r e s h e r  and p u r e r . The road i s  w ide and f a i r l y  sm ooth . The top
o f  Mount Carmel i s  a  p la te a u , th e  w id th  o f  w hich i s  p ro b a b ly  more 
th an  a m ile  and th e  m id d le  o f  w hioh i s  our by a lo n g , s t r a ig h t  
gorge running tow ards th e  s e a .  There are  many f i r  and p in e  f o r e s t s ,  
p u r ify in g  *he a i r  w ith  t h e i r  sw eet fr a g r a n c e , b r in g in g  t o  mind th e  
p in e  f o r e s t s  o f  Hew Hampshire and M aine. The a i r  i s  im pregnated  
w ith  v i t a l i z i n g  oxygen , e n e r g iz in g  th e  s h a t te r e d  n e r v e s  and b u i ld ­
in g  up th e  exh au sted  and t i r e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  We f i n a l l y  reached  
th e  house w h erein  M irza J a la l  l i v e s .  I t  i s  near th e  German H o te l, 
a la r g e ,  modern b u i ld in g ,  e r e c te d  r ig h t  on th e  edge o f  th e  M ountain. 
Here tha M aster a l ig h t e d  and e n te r e d  th e  h o u se , and w e- were th en  
f r e e  t o  roam around a t  our p le a s u r e .  I f  you s i t  r ig h t  in  fr o n t  o f
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th e  H o te l ,  a most charm ing panorama i s  sp read  bw fore y ou , The sem i­
c ir c u la r  Bay o f  th e  M ed iterran ean , calm  and p la c id ,  e x te n d s  a s  fa r  
a s  A cca , w h ile  th e  s e a , a s  b lu e  a s  a  f a u l t l e s s  tu r q u o is e , sh in e s  under 
th e  g o ld en  ra y s  o f  th e  su n . The town o f  H a ifa , l i k e  a  b e a u t i f u l  
m aiden i s  s e t  dem urely in  th e  la p  o f  th e  M ountain . The H olý Tomb, 
th e  P ilg r im s 1 Home, th e  M aster*s H ouse, and a l l y  th e  o th e r  Bahai 
b u i ld in g s ,  a re  seen  q u it e  c l e a r l y . .  I f  you lo o k  tow ard th e  E a st , you 
w i l l  s e e  a charm ing p l a in ,  d o tte d  w ith  g r ee n  p a tc h e s , w hich i s  ab­
r u p t ly  brou gh t to  an end by th e  r i s i n g  h i l l s  o f  P a le s t i n e .  A lto ­
g e th e r  i t  i s  a  m ost e n tr a n c in g  s c e n e , v e r y  p e a c e fu l  and l o v e l y .  In  
th e  German H o te l l i v e  M iss Sanderson  and D r. G e ts in g e r , and the  
B elo v ed  s e n t  f o r  them . Soon th e y  were o u t, g la d  to  know th a t  th e  
M aster h as come up a t  l a s t  to  pay them a sh o r t  v i s i t .  I t  was a 
few m in u tes b e fo r e  su n se t  when he came out and we rode aw ay. W hile 
th e  c a r r ia g e  was ijoviing a lo n g  he lo o k ed  toward th e  West and how th e  
su r fa c e  o f  th e  s e a  was t in g e d  w ith  th e  s e t t in g  su n . "Look a t  the  
g lo r io u s  sea!How i t  i s  i llu m in e d  w ith  th e  ra y s o f  th e  orb o f  day*
I t  i s  a  b e a u t i f u l  v iew ! D uring m oon ligh t n ig h t s ,  w h ile  th e  s o f t  
b r e e z e s  are  b e in g  w a fted  from e v er y  d i r e c t io n ,  r ig h t  h ere  on th e  top  
o f  th e  M ountain th e r e  s t e a l s  over one*s s o u l  such  s p i r i t u a l i t y , d e ­
l i c i o u s  ca lm n ess and u n d efin ed  f e e l i n g s  o f h ap p in ess*  I t  i s  a â iv in e  
f e a s t  and th e  communion o f  th e  s o u l  w ith  th e  a n g e ls  o f  th e  Most High*" 
Oh* I t  was so h e a v e n ly  to  be h ere  in  a c a r r ia g e  w ith  th e  Lord o f  man­
k ind! I s  n o t  t h i s  th e  B le s se d  M ountain where E l i j a h  ará o th er  a n c ie n t  
P rop h ets l i v e d  and in s tr u c te d  t h e i r  fe llo w -m en  in  th e  l e s s o n s  o f  h o ly  
l iv in g ?  How i s  i t  th a t  I ,  an  unworthy s e r v a n t , am here?  T his was 
an oth er  tim e th a t  I  f e l t  th a t  th e  cup o f  my h ip p in e s s  i s  f i l l e d  to  
o v e r flo w in g !  I  Rooked a t  th e  M aster; th e  p a s s in g  zephyr p la y e d  w ith  
h i s  w on d erfu l lo o k s  f a l l e n  on h i s  sh o u ld e r s  and he was w atch in g  w ith  
h i s  h e a v e n ly  e y e s  a l l  th e  su rrou n d in g  s c e n e s ,  p rob ab ly  r e v ie w in g  in  
h i s  mind th e  m a rv e llo u s e v e n ts  o f  th e  sa c re d  h is to r y !  When we reach ed  
near th e  P ilg r im s*  Home, we saw th e  A ngel o f  Mount Oarmel standing- 
on the road to  s a lu t e  h i s  L ord . The c a r r ia g e  was sto p p ed  and th e  
M aster g r e e te d  him warm ly. A f te r  a few m in u te s , we found o u r s e lv e s  
a g a in  in  th e  r o se -g a r d e n , p r a is in g  th e  Lord fo r  a l l  h i s  m er c ie s  and 
b o u n t ie s .

Ahmad Sohrab.



Home o f  Baha’ o ^ l a h ,  A cca, S y r ia  
August 1 0 , 1914

Dear E rlen d s
Once more th e  sun o f  th e  Covenant i s  sh in in g  w ith  f u l l  

sp len d o r  from th e  h o r iz o n  o f  Aooa; w a lk in g  in  i t s  narrow s t r e e t s ,  
m eetin g  th e  h ig h  and th e  lo w , and te a c h in g  th e  in h a b ita n t s  through  
deed s o f  c h a r ity  and words o f  wisdom . Ho m a tter  where th e  M aster  
l i v e s ,  h i s  th ou gh t i s  f o r  A ooa. H is  h ea r t i s  a tta c h e d  to  Acca; 
fo r  th e  h o l i e s t  and d i v i n i s t  p a r t  o f  h i s  l i f e  h as been  sp en t in  
Aooa. Por y e a r s  i t  has been  th e  beacon l i g h t ,  g u id in g  t o  th e  s a f e  
harbor th e  w andering m arin ers on th e  Sea o f  T ru th . For y e a r s ,  man­
k in d , urged  by th e  s p i r i t u a l  hu n ger, t r a v e l le d  f o r  th ou san d s o f  
m ile s  to  s i t  around th e  T able o f  th e  L ord. Hor y e a r s ,  p e o p le  s tr u c k  
w ith  in n a te  p o v e r ty , journeyed  to  t h i s  c i t y  to  r e c e iv e  a sh are  o f  
th e  in e x h a u s t ib le  tr e a s u r y  o f th e  Kingdom. For y e a r s , hum anity, 
s ic k e n e d  w ith  th e  e v i l  odor o f  s e l f i s h n e s s  and m a te r ia lism , l e f t  
t h e ir  homes t o  rea ch  t h i s  g a r d e n -sp o t o f  a e l f - s a c r i f i o e  and id e a lis m ,  
and in h a le  th e  sw eet fr a g r a n c e s  o f  th e  r o s e s  o f  h o l in e s s  and l i l i e s  
o f  s a n o t i f i o a t io n .  fo r  y e a r s ,  th e  b ir d s  o f  R e a l i t y ,  l o s t  in  th e  
d ark n ess o f  th e  w o r ld , f le w  on and on u n w e a r ie d ly  toward t h i s  lan d  
o f  l i g h t • And now a lth o u g h  th e  G reat M a n ife s ta t io n  has d eparted  
to  th e  Supreme C on cou rse, y e t  h as He l e f t  beh ind  in e f f a c e a b le  t r a c e s  
o f  H is U n iv e r sa l  L ifo  and g lo r io u s  D eed s. I t  i s  fo r  t h i s  reason  
th a t  w hosoever e n te r s  th e  Home o f  B a h a ^ l l a h  i s  b le s s e d ;  fo r  hs 
l i v e s ,  w alks and dreams in  th e  same rooms th a t  th e  B le s se d  P e r fe c t io n  
sp en t many y e a r s  o f  H is L i f e  and d ic t a t e d  many T a b le ts , the e f f e c t s  
o f  w hich a r e  v i s i b l e  in  th e  w orld  o f  hum anity . E very tim e I come 
to  Acca I  f e e l  m ost happy, f o r  e v e r y d a y  sp en t h ere  i s  a  g o ld en  
l in k  i n  th e  c h a in  o f  s p i r i t u a l  l i f e .

A lthou gh  a t  t h i s  sea so n  o f  th e  year  th e  w ea th er  in  Acca 
i s  u n b earab ly  h o t ,  y e t  one f e e l s  v e r y  com forted to  l i v e  near th e  
T hreshold  o f  Bahaf o * l la h  and accompany H is D iv in e  Son in  h i s  d a i ly  
m in is t r a t io n s .  W ith th e  th ou gh t o f  Aooa in  my m ind. I  a ro se  e a r ly  
in  th e  morning and h a ste n e d  down th e  M ountain to  jo in  th e  M aster.
I  found him w alk in g  i n  th e  gard en , and a lr e a d y  a  number o f  b e l ie v e r s  
were s ta n d in g  by , l i s t e n i n g  to  h i s  words o f  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  A fte r  
h a l f  an hour he e n ter ed  th e  h o u se , w h ile  a s s u r in g  u s  he w ould le a v e  
t h i s  a f te r n o o n . About 11  o* c lo c k ,  Shoughi S f fe n d i and m y se lf  w alked  
toward th e  M arket, and whom.do you th in k  we met? I t  was the; M aster, 
w a lk in g  s lo w ly  tow ard th e  same d ir e c t io n ,  fo llo w e d  by Sayad H o sse in  
A fn an . He was t e l l i n g  about th e  e a r ly  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  Bab, and a  
number o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  in c id e n t s  were th u s  touched  upon . He stopped  
a t  th e  U agsar Drug S to r e  and r e s t i n g  th e r e  fo r  a few m in u te s , r e ­
turned  home about lu n ch  t im e . About 2 o * c lo c k  th e  c a r r ia g e  was 
ready and Khosro brought out th e  b aggage; th en  th e  B eloved  came o u t .  
He e n ter ed  th e  c a r r ia g e  w ith  Shougi E f f e n d i ,  and ask ed  u s  to  ta k e  
our s e a t s ,  w hich  we d id  w ith  g r e a t  j o y .  H aving reach ed  th e  s t a t i o n ,  
we e n te r e d  th e  t r a i n ,  and a f t e r  an hour we were beh in d  the g a te  
o f  A cca . W hile  th e  M aster was w a lk in g  tow ard the? housem he gave  
money to  poor p e o p le  who fr in g e d  th e  co rn er  o f  th e  s t r e e t s .

The room th a t  I  ooou p ied  th e  f i r s t  tim e I  came to  Acca 
was a g a in  a s s ig n e d  t o  m e. The B eloved  flame h im s e lf  and ask ed  w hether  
a l l  th e  n e c e s s a r y  accom m odations were d u ly  p r o v id e d , and w hether I  
am p le a s e d  and happy w ith  my new q u a r te r s .
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In  th e  m orning a l l  th e  Aoea b e l ie v e r s  had a s p i r i t u a l  
f e a s t  lo o k in g  in  th e  fa c e  o f  t h e i r  lo r d  and l i s t e n i n g  to  h i s  t a l k .
”1 have come a g a in  to  s e e  you . The m eetin g  o f th e  f r i e n d s  im parts  
Joy, fra g r a n c e  and s p i r i t u a l i t y . -  -  -  -P r a is e  he to  God th a t  we 
a re  a t  p ea ce  w ith  a l l  th e  n a t io n s  o f  th e  w o r ld . We have q u a rre l and 
d is p u te  w ith  no one and are  p r a y in g  w ith  h e a r t and s o u l fo r  th e  
gu id an ce  o f  a l l .  -  -  -  The b e l i e v e r s  o f  God are  f r e e  from th e s e  
c o n te n t io n s  and dlanpprd i  sp u t e s .  -  -"T hese were a  few  sn a tc h e s  o f  
h i s  answ ers to  q u e s t io n s  he gave to  th e  f r i e n d s .  Por more th an  an 
hour t h i s  p le a s a n t  communion co n tin u ed *  They gave him s e v e r a l  
r e p o r ts  about th e  in t e r n a l  c o n d it io n s  o f  Turkey, which I  s h a l l  em­
body in  a se p a r a te  l e t t e r *  Then th e  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  g a r r iso n  a r ­
r iv e d  and he to o k  them up s t a i r s  and had a lo n g  c o n v e r sa t io n  w ith  
them .

Por th e  f i r s t  tim e e in c e  our r e tu r n  from T ib e r ia s  I a g a in  
&ad the p r i v i l e g e  o f  s i t t i n g  around th e  Table o f  th e  lo r d  and 
p a r ta k in g  o f  h i s  m a te r ia l  fo o d . When I s a t  down a t  th e  t a b le  and 
s ta r t e d  to  e a t  I  saw h ia  coun ten an ce w reathed w ith  th e  sm ile s  o f  
a coming jo k e . "Ha! Ha!" he s a id ,  la u g h in g  h e a r t i l y :  "How i s  th y
p r e se n t  room? I s  i t  a l l  r ig h t?  Of c o u rse  i t  i s  n o t a s  b e a u t i f u l  
a s  th y  p a la c e  on Mount Carm el, perch ed  on a rook l i k e  a w atch- 
to w e r . P erhaps th ou  a r t  h a p p ier  th e r e  th an  h e r e ."  Then he turned  
to  Shougi S f f e n d i  and Sayad H o sse in  Afnan and s a id :  "This i s  a  
v e r y  s tr a n g e  w orld and c o n ta in s  s tr a n g e  p e o p le .  Some tim e ago a 
p erso n  came to  me and s a id :  'P le a s e  command M irza Ahmad t o  le a v e  
h i s  room, so  th a t  I  may occupy i t .  He can go and l i v e  in  th e  P i l ­
gr im s' Home. I  want so much to  have h i s  room .' I  was n o t a  l i t t l e  
amazed, b eca u se  I  d id  n o t  e x p e c t  t h i s  th in g; from him . I  t o ld  him:
I  cannot r e a l l y  ask  M irza Ahmad t o  le a v e  h i s  room. He isx±au^ i±H gx  
r e ig n in g  i n  h i s  p a la c e ,  and how can  I  p rop ose  to  him t o  le a v e  h i s  
Kingdom. B e s id e s ,  I  am su re  he w i l l  n o t abandon i t . 1 How, was 
not t h i s  a m ost e x tr a o r d in a r y  req u est? "  And he lo o k ed  a t  me a g a in ,  
h is  fa c e  h a llow ed  w ith  th e  l i g h t  o f  te n d e r n e s s  and d iv in e  g r a c e .  
A fte r  suppe r ,  he s a id :  "I am v e ry  t i r e d .  I  must go t o  my room and 
s le e p ."

In  my dreams I saw th e  M aster s i t t i n g  on th e  veranda  
o f  a l o v e l y  h o u se , in  a rem ote c o u n tr y , d i c t a t in g  T a b le ts  and 
sp ea k in g  w ith  new p e o p le .

Ahmad Sohrab.



Home o f  Baha’ o ' l l a h ,  Acoa, Syria1.
August 16 , 1914

Dear F rien d s

H aving a r is e n  and d r e sse d , I  l e f t  ray room and w ent to  
s e e  th e  B e lo v e d , b u t I  saw him com ing down th e  s t a i r s .  He a c ­
know ledged my s i l e n t  s a lu t a t io n  w ith  a sw eet "Marhabaî " and. went 
out Of th e  h o u se . L a te r  on I  heard  from Khosro he went to  th e  
b a th . About noon he re tu rn ed  and a man whose th r e e  so n s  were 
tak en  in to  th e  army came to  him w ith  a heavy ana broken h e a r t .  The 
M aster d is p la y e d  h is  m a rv e llo u s power of sym pathy, and com p assion , 
in  c o n s o lin g  th e  unhappy, and when he l e f t  th e  room h i s  lo a d  seemed 
Siuch l i g h t e r  and more b e a r a b le . At 2 P .M ., M irza T a r a z o lla h  brought 
a donkey and th e  M aster rode to  th e  B le s se d  Tomb o f  B a h a 'o ’ l l a h .
As t h i s  was a v e r y  h o t day and th e  o a r r ia g e  was in  H a ifa , he t o ld  
u s n o t to  g o . The M aster h a v in g  l e f t ,  Shougi K ffen d i i n s i s t e d  th a t  
we m ight go on th e  p la in  o f  Aooa and w atch  th e  d r i l l i n g  o f  th e  s o l ­
d i e r s ,  w hich i s  c a r r ie d  on w ith  th e  u tm ost r e g u la r i t y  and p r e c i s io n .  
T h erefore  w ith  M irza T a r a z o lla h  we w alked o u t , but i t  was to o  e a r ly ;  
th en  he to o k  u s to  h i s  gard en , which i s  q u ite  la r g e .  He h as p la n ted  
many orange and lemon t r e e s ,  b u t th e y  have n o t y e t  reached th e  s ta g e  
o f  f r u i t i o n .  Por an hour a t two we sa t  in  th e  s h a d e , and th en  l e f t  
fo r  th e  d r i l l i n g  ground. When we retu rn ed  home, i t  was a f t e r  su n­
s e t ,  but th e  M aster had n ot y e t  com e. A fte r  a w h ile  he a r r iv e d , a 
l i t t l e  t i r e d ,  and in  th e  m eetin g  he spoke about P a it h .  " F a ith ,"  
he s a id ,  toward th e  end o f  h i s  d is c o u r s e ,  " is  th e  c e n tr e  o f  human 
v i r t u e s .  Through th e  l i g h t  o f  P a ith  J u s t ic e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  For 
i f  one has one g r a in  o f  P a ith  in  h i s  h e a r t ,  i f  th e y  o b l ig e  him w ith  
th e  p o in t  o f  ,-a bayon et to  a e t  u h j u s t ly  toward a n o th er , he w i l l  n ot  
do * * ."  Then he r e la t e d  a number o f  s t o r i e s ,  a sk ed  s e v e r a l  q u e s t io n s  
and th e  m eetin g  was q u ie t ly  brought to  a  c l o s e ,  b ecau se  th e  s t r a n g e r s  
e n ter ed  th e  room a n d 'th e  b e l ie v e r s  w er^ perm itted  to  r e t i r e .  A gain  
I was g iv e n  th e  supreme p r i v i l e g e  o f  e a t in g  my supper w ith  the1 Be­
lo v e d .  He spoke o n ly  a few w ords, but we; w ere p e r f e c t l y  s a t i s f i e d  
w ith  h is  s i l e n c e .

When I  e n ter ed  my room, I read a few T a b le ts  r e c e n t ly  
r e v e a le d ,a n d  i f  you have no o b je c t io n , I  s h a l l  sh are  w ith  you a  
number o f  q u o ta t io n s : -

To a P e r s ia n  b e l ie v e r  in  T eheran, he s a y s : -
"Thou h a s t  lo n g ed  fo r  th e  power o f  t e a c h in g  th e  R e lig io n  

o f  GOD. T his d e s i r e  i s  th e  u lt im a te  o f  the s in c e r e  o n e s . Unques­
t io n a b ly  a  w is e  man s t r i v e s  to  a t t a i n  to  th e  h ig h e s t ,  and g r e a t e s t  
o b jed t in  th e  w orld  o f  c r e a t io n .  Today th e  w o r ld -i l lu m in a t in g  Sun 
i s  th e  m atter  o f  th e  prom otion  o f  th e  Cause o f  God. W hosoever i s  
a s s i s t e d  in  t h i s ,  he i s  fa v o r e d  a t  th e  T h resh o ld  o f  th e  A lm igh ty . 
T h erefore  do th ou  n ot b eh o ld  t h in e  own o a p a b i l i t y  and a b i l i t y ;  nây  
r a th er  d u rin g  th e  hour th a t  th ou  a r t  te a c h in g  tfce Cause o f  God, tu rn  
th y  fftoe toward th e  Kingdom o f  Abha, b eg  fo r  D iv in e  C o n firm a tio n s  
and w ith  th e  u tm ost c o n fid e n o e  and power open th y  ton gu e and speak  
out b o ld ly  a l l  th a t  w h ich  th y  h e a r t  i s  in s p ir e d  w ith . -  -  -
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To an oth er  b e l ie v e r  in  Teheran he s a y s : -
"He th o u -n o t g r ie v e d  and sad  b eoau se  o f  th e  o r d e a ls  and 

t e s t a  heaped on t h e e .  The p a th  o f  lo v e  has many ups and downs. The 
oup o f  p e r s e c u t io n  i s  th e  sh a re  o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  f a i t h f u l n e s s  and 
th e  b r o th e r s  o f  p u r i t y .  T h is has b e e n ’ one o f th e  u n a lte r a b le  law s  
o f  th y  lo r d  in  a l l  th e  a g e S 'a n d 'c y c le s ;  th u s the s everan ce  o f  th e se  
h o ly  s o u ls  and th e  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  o f th e  lo v e r s  o f  th e  P o sse s s o r  of 
G lory may s t e p  fo r th  upon th e  arena o f  m a n ife s ta t io n  and become 
e v id e n t  and c l e a r .  C on sider how th e  B le s se d  P e r f e c t io n - m a y  my l i f e  
he a ransom to  h i s  b e l ie v e r s !  - -  fo re b o r e  s u f f e r in g s  and h a rd sh ip s!
He drank from every  o v e r flo w in g  oup o f  th e  wine o f  a f f l i c t i o n  and 
became th e  ta r g e t  o f  th e  arrow s and sp ea rs o f  thæ p e o p le  o f oppo 
s i t i ó n .  For one s in g le  n ig h t  he d id  n o t r e s t  and fo r  a few hours  
he c o u ld  n o t  p la c e  h iS  head on th e  p i l lo w  o f  t r a n q u i l i t y .  How he 
was under th e  ch a in  and anon he was f a l l e n  in to  th e  hands o f  ev ery  
c r u e l  t y r a n t .  How he was e x i le d  to  Ira k  )Bagdad) and a g a in  he was 
tr a n s fe r r e d  t o  th é  c i t y  o f  A drianop la  and a f t e r  a l l  th e s e  s u f f e r ­
in g s  he was a p r is o n e r  in  th e  p e n a l town o f  Acca fo r  85 y e a r s .  T here­
fo r e  th e  b e l ie v e r s  o f  God must o f f e r  th e  utm ost p r a is e  a t  th e  Court 
o f  th e  P e e r le s s  God, fo r  th e y  are  w a lk in g  in  th e  f o o t s t e p s  of th e  
B le s s e d  P e r f e c t io n  and have r e c e iv e d  a few d rops from th e  cup o f  
p e r s e c u t io n s .  Be ye not g r ie v e d  on accou n t o f  th e  b eh a v io r  o f  some 
p e o p le .  The r e a l  A ssayer  i s  b u sy . A l l  th e s e  th in g s  s h a l l  p a ss  
away and th e  h o r iz o n  o f  R e a l i t y  w i l l  be c le a r e d  and p u r i f ie d  from  
th e s e  b la c k  c lo u d s .  I f  a p e rso n  commit a  t r a n s g r e s s io n , he h a s been  
u n ju s t  t o  h im s e lf ,  and soon he w i l l  f in d  th a t  he i s  in  m a n ife s t  
r e g r e t  and rem orse."

To a b e l ie v e r  in  C in c in n a t i ,  he w r i t e s : -
"Thank th ou  God th a t  th e  Doors o f  the Kingdom were opened  

and th e  B eau ty  o f  th e  P som ised  One became m a n if e s t .  A lthough  th o se  
s o u ls  who in  form er r e l i g i o n s  were l i k e  un to  th e  sun and moon b e­
came dark and o th er  who w eré s im ila r  u n to  th e  s t a r s  f e l l  down, -  -  
th a t  i s ,  th e  le a d e r s  o f  mankind y e t  th e  Lorà o f  H o sts  came down 
from h eaven  w ith  th e  C ohorts o f  th e  A n g e ls . In  h i s  f i r s t  com ing  
H is H o lin e s s  C h r is t  came down from heaven  j u s t  a s  He s a id :  no one 
g o es  to  h eaven  ex o ep t th e  one who h a s oome down from h ea v en . In  
r e a l i t y  C h r is t  came down from h eaven , f o r  He was th e  K ing o f  heaven , 
a lth o u g h  He was born from th e  womb o f  ü l a r y .  By heaven  in  t h i s  
in s ta n c e , ,  i s  n o t meant t h i s  i l l i m i t a b l e  sp a c e , nay , r a th e r , heaven  
h ere  means th e  w orld o f  R e a l i t y ,  w hich i s  h ig h e r  and l o f t i e r  than  
a l l  th e  o th e r  sp h e r e s ."  -  -  -

Ahmad Sohrab.



Home o f  B a h a * o * lla h ,A cca , S yr ia  
A ugust 1 7 , 1914

Dear F r ien d s
The fo u n d a tio n  o f  th e  l i f e  o f  Abdul Baha i s  lo r e ;  th e  

s t r u c tu r e  o f  h i s  s o u l  i s  Love; th e  v i t a l i t y  o f  h is  e x is t e n c e  i s  
Love; th e  fo o d  o f  h i s  hody i s  Love; th e  w ater o f  h i s  f i e l d  i s  
Love; th e  sun o f  h i s  b e in g  i s  Love; th e  f r u i t  o f  h i s  e f f o r t s  
i s  Love; th e  o b je o t  o f  h i s  T each in gs i s  Love; th e  b iograp h y  
o f  h i s  works i s  Love; th e  memoir o f  h i s  deeds i s  Love; th e  
p r in c ip a l  o f  h is .  c a r e e r  i s  Love; th e  g o a l o f  h i s  se a r c h  i s  Love; 
th e  heaven  o f  h i s  y ea rn in g  i s  Love; th e  mode o f  h i s  in s t r u c t io n  
i s  Love; th e  fo r c e  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  Love; th e  m agnetism  
o f  h i s  i n d iv id u a l i t y  i s  Love; th e  b ea u ty  o f  h i s  c h a r a c te r  i s  
Love; th e  in s p ir a t io n  o f. h i s  p r e se n c e  i s  Love; th e  l i g h t  o f  
h i s  words i s  Love; th e  power o f  h i s  u t te r a n c e s  i s  Love; th e  
s tr e n g th  o f h i s  know ledge i s  Love; th e  s im p l i c i t y  o f  h i s  w is ­
dom i s  Love; th e  r e a so n  o f  h i s  a t t r a c t io n  i s  Love; th e  r o se  o f  
h i s  Garden i s  L ove, and the n ig h t in g a le  o f  h i s  p a r a d ise  i s  Love- 
H is Love i s  n o t c o n fin e d  to  any  one r e l i g i o n  or n a t io n . I t  
tr a n sc e n d s  a l l  l im i t a t io n s  and in c lu d e s  a l l  th e  t r ib e s  and p eo ­
p l e s  and to n g u esx n fe th ftt  in h a b it  th e  e a r th , and ex ten d s to  
dumb c r e a tu r e s , in an im ate  and anim ate b e in g s  and fo rm s, For 
t h i s  rea so n  we o b serv e  how a l l  th in g s  are drawn un to  him and 
g r a v i t a t e  around h im . Hence t h i s  p r in c ip a l  i s  r e a l iz e d  in  him  
a s  in  no o th e r  p erso n ; "The la r g e r ,  th e  c lo s e r ;  th e  fa r th e r  
c ir c u m fe r e n c e , th e  more dynamic c e n tr e ;  th e  broader l i f e ;  th e  
more p e r fe c t  u n io n  and more g e n e r a l w e lfa r e ."  C on seq u en tly  i t  
i s  t r u e ,  when we s t a t e  th a t  Abdul Baha i s  th e  I d e a l  S ta tu r e  
a f t e r  wnioh hum anity must p a t te r n  i t s e l f ;  fo r  Love w hich i s  
no o th e r  th an  th e  o r a t iv e  Energy and U n iv e r sa l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  
has found i t s  f u l l  and com p lete  e x p r e s s io n  in  h im . T h erefore  
i t  i s  sa id  by th e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  minded men o f  a n t iq u i t y ;  "GOD 
i s  L ove."  Hence when th e  L ig h t o f  th e  "Love o f  GOD” i s  r e f l e c t ­
ed on th e  pure m irro r  o f  th e  h e a r t o f  a  man, ch o sen  by th e  A l­
m ig h ty , he w i l l  in  tu r n  r e f l e c t  th a t  l i g h t  upon th e  m irro rs  o f  
th e  h e a r ts  o f  o th e r  in d iv id u a l s ,  and th u s he becom es th e  p r im al 
ch a n n el fo r  th e  tr a n s m is s io n  o f  L ig h t ,  Love and A f f e c t io n  
am ongst m ankind.

Abdul Baha, w r i t in g  on th e  "Love o f  GOD" to  a P e r s ia n  
B a h a i, s a y s : -

"Thy l e t t e r  was r e c e iv e d .  I t s  c o n te n ts  were p erused  
w ith  a t t e n t io n .  From i t s  words I  heard a sw eet m elody and th a t  
m elody was th e  Psalm  o f  th e  tLove o f  God*. T h is  A lthough  in  
th e  w orld  o f  e x is t e n c e  th e  O utpourings o f  th e  A lm ighty  are  i n ­
f i n i t e ,  y e t  th e  G r e a te s t  D iv in e  O utpouring i s  th e  "Love o f  GOD." 
T h is i s  th e  dom inant, tr a n sc e n d e n ta l Power w hich r i s e s  above a l l  
th e  n a tu r a l  s u s c e p t i b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  w orld  o f  hum anity . Man l i k e  
un to  th e  an im al i s  th e  c a p t iv e  o f  th e  w orld  o f  n a tu re  and th e  
la w s o f  n a tu re  e x e r c i s e  full o fen tro l over  h i s  n a tu r e . He cannot 
even be compared to  th e  b e a s t s  o f  p r a y . For exam ple one o f  th e  
f o r c e s  o f  n a tu re  i s  f e r o c i t y .  A f e r o c io u s ,  b lo o d t h ir s t y  man go es  
heyond th e  f e r o c io u s  a n im a ls . I f  an an im al t e a r s  an o th er  anim al 
i t  i s  o n ly  fo r  i t s  d a i ly  fo o d , but man d e s tr o y s  a hundred thousand
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s o u ls  in  one d ay . Hence i t  becom es e v id e n t  th a t  th e  power o f  n a tu re  
i s  th e  u n b r id le d  and u n govern ab le  r u le r  over man. What i s  w r it t e n  
o o n cern in g  th e  f ego i s  a lw ays in c l in e d  to  do e v i l 1 i s  no o th er  th an  
th e  fe r m e n ta tio n  o f  th e  p a s s io n a te  d e s ir e s  in  th e  b r e a ts  o f  mand and 
th e  co m p lete , unchecked sway o f  th e  c a r n a l and n a tu r a l  f o r c e s  over  
him . T h er e fo r e , man oannot w in v io t o r y  over th e s e  p h y s ic a l  em otion s  
sa v e  through  th e  * Power o f  th e  l o v e  o f  G od.;l The S ir e  o f  th e  lo v e  
o f  God i s  l i k e  u n to  th e  l ig h t e n in g  w hich  s t r i k e s  upon th e  head o f  
n a tu r e , e m a sc u la tin g  i t  o f  i t s  v i r i l i t y  and le a v in g  i t  f a l l e n  on th e  
grouhd— a l i f e l e s s  c o r p s e . C on seq u en tly  th e  g r e a t e s t  Power in  th e  
w orld  o f  e x is t e n c e  i s  th e  ^ o v e  o f  G od .1 -  -  ------------ "

T h is m orning th e .B e lo v e d  r e c e iv e d  a number o f  o f f i c e r s  and 
c i t i z e n s *  and co n v ersed  w ith  them on th e  t o p ic s  w hich  a r e  m ost i n ­
t e r e s t i n g  to  them . Then w ith  Aga Sayad A l l  Afnan and one or two 
o th e r  B a h a is , he w alked  out o f  town to  v i s i t  th e  Tombs o f  h i s  m other  
and o th e r s  who a r e  b u r ied  i n  a cem etery  c lo s e  to  th e  w a l l s .  He 
s to o d  a few m in u tes  b e fo r e  each  tomb, r e c i t i n g  a s i l e n t  p ra y erjb u t  
th e  day was e x tr e m e ly  hot* and when he reached  home he was soaked  
w ith  p e r s p ir a t io n .  He went im m ed ia te ly  to  h i s  room to  change h i s  
c lo t h e s  and r e s t .

I n  th e  a fte r n o o n  he se n t  fo r  th e  f r ie n d s  and ta lk e d  w ith  
a number o f  them i n d iv id u a l ly .  Then I  was c a l l e d  i n ,  and he d i c ­
ta t e d  a lo n g  Cablegram to  London, and a T ab le t f o r  M iss Ir e n e  Holmes 
and M iss J u l i e t  Thompson, o f  Hew York C it y .  "How a r t  th o u ? ’ he  
a sk ed , when he f in i s h e d  d ic t a t in g  th e  T a b le t , and a s  th o u g h .I  were 
a new ly  a r r iv e d  g u e s t .  "Dost th ou  e n jo y  th y  tim e in  t h i s  B le s se d  
home? I s  th e  fo o d  a c c o r d in g  to  th y  t a t t e r  D o est th ou  d rin k  th y  
m orning and a fte r n o o n  te a ?  But now I  remember th ou  a r t  h o t so  a c ­
custom ed to  t e a - d r in k in g .  For n e a r ly  s i x t y  y e a r s  I  was a d d ic te d  
t o  th e  d r in k in g  o f  t e a .  L a st  y e a r  I  su d d en ly  sto p p ed  i t ,  and s in c e  
th a t  tim e I  have f e l t  much b e t t e r .  I  cannot u n d erstan d  why p eo p le  
i n s i s t  on th e  f a c t  th a t  one can n ot g iv e  up a th in g  once he i s  a c ­
custom ed to  i t .  One cj&n do i t  v e r y  e a s i l y  i f  he makes up h i s  mind 
f u l l y ,  r e s o lv in g  to  q u it  i  t  f o r  e v e r .  I t  i s  a l l  a m atter  o f  ch ar­
a c te r  and d e te r m in a tio n ."

There was a good m ee tin g  in  th e  e v e n in g , and a l l  th e  
f r ie n d s  were J o y fu l ly  p r e s e n t .  A gain  th e  s u b je c t  o f  th e  t a lk  was 
th e  d iso r d e r e d  c o n d it io n s  and ch aos o f  th e  T urk ish  a d m in is tr a t io n  
d u rin g  th e  p a s t  months and how th e  p e o p le  are th o ro u g h ly  d i s s a t i s ­
f i e d  and r e s t l e s s .

Ahmad Sohrab .



Home o f  Baha’ o ’ l l a h ,  Aoca, S y r ia  
August 18 , 1914

Dear F r ie n d s : -
S a a d i, th e  p h ilo s o p h e r -p o e t  o f  P e r s ia ,  who .l iv e d  

s e v e r a l  hundred y e a r s  a g o , e x p r e s s e s  th e  U n ity  o f  mankind in  a number 
o f  b e a u t i f u l  v e r s e s ,  th e  crude t r a n s la t io n  o f  w hich i s  a s  f o l lo w s : -

"Mankind are  the members o f one body;
God h as c r e a te d  them o f  th e  same su b stan ce  
When one member r e c e iv e s  an in ju r y ,
A l l  th e  o th er  members s u f f e r  th e  p a in .
Maní I f  thou  d o s t  not f e e l  th e  sorrow s 

and h a rd sh ip s  o f o th e r s ,
Thou a r t  not w orthy to  bear th e  name o f maní"

S e t t in g  a s id e  fo r  th e  moment th e  q u e s t io n  o f  t h e  European war arid i t s  
b a le f u l  r e s u l t s  in  a l l  th® E a ste rn  c o u n t r ie s ,  l e t  u s tu rn  fo r  a few  
m in u tes our a t t e n t io n  to  Turkey and th e  co u n try  in  which we l i v e — 
S y r ia . I t  seem s through  some u n a cco u n ta b le  r e a so n , i t  has en tered  
th e  minds o f  th e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  C o n sta n tin o p le  th a t  th e y  must d r i l l  
and m uster a la r g e  a rra y  in  order to  be p repared  fo r  any emergency 
w hich m ight a r i s e  any hour or any d a y . I  have a llu d e d  to  t h i s  m atter  
in  some o f  my form er l e t t e r s ,  th a t  th e  Ottoman Government i s  assem b­
l i n g  s o ld ie r s  w ith  some u l t e r i o r  m o tiv e . As soon  a s  th e  news o f  th e  
European war was n o ise d  ab road , she has added a hundred f o ld  t o  h e r  
a c t i v i t y  in  th a t  d ir e c t io n .  For exam ple, an im p e r ia l Irad e  i s  se n t  
f o r th  to  a l l  th e  P r o v in c e s  o f  the Empire th a t  a l l  th e  men betw een  
th e  a g es  o f  20 and 45  are  to  be e n l i s t e d  in  th e  army, and th e  G o v e rn ­
ment i s  expend in g  a l l  i t s  en ergy  in  r e c r u i t in g ,  i n s t r u c t i n g ,  d r i l l i n g  
and d i s c i p l i n i n g  a c o lo s s a l  army o f betw een  two and th r ee  m il l io n  
men. The c h i e f  p o in t s  where th e s e  arm ies a re  b e in g  ga th ered  w ith  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  speed  are Damascus, Yaman, H ejaz , Bagdad, Arseroum. e t c .
I  am inform ed th a t  S y r ia  a lo n e  must c o n tr ib u te  th e  s ta g g e r in g  number 
o f  s e v e r a l  hundred thousand men. S in ce  th e  hour th a t  Enver Bey has 
become th e  M in is te r  o f  War, b ecau se  he has been  t r a i n e d  and educated  
in  Germany, German o f f i c e r s  fo r  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Turkish Army 
have become num erous. The p r e s s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  e x t o l s  the German 
system  to  th e  s k ie s  and e d u c a te s  p u b lic  o p i n i o n  in  favor  of Germany.  
The s t r a n g e s t  o f  a l l  th e s e  p r o c e e d in g s  i s  the i s s u a n c e  o f  a s e c r e t  
order on th e  p a r t o f  th e  a d m in is tr a t io n  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  a l l  t h e  
Sheikhs and Imams th a t  on every  F rid ay  n o o n  i n  t h e i r  p u b lic  p r a y e r -  
in  th e  Mosques o f  a l l  Turkey, th e y  must i n v o k e  God. t o  g i v e  s i g n a l  
v ic t o r y  t o  th e  arms o f  Germany, which i n s t r u c t i o n  i s  r e g u l a r l y  and 
se r u p u lo u s ly  c a r r ie d  o u t . P eo p le  are tau gh t th a t  i f  Germany i s  
d e fe a te d , Turkey w i l l  be p la c e d  in  th e  m ost  d a n g e r o u s  s i t u a t i o n , t h a t  
th e  l i f e  o f  Turkey depends upon th e  t r iu m p h  o f  Germany. l e t  Germany 
be vanquished  and th en  E ngland, France and R u s s i a  w i l l  s e t  c a l m l y  t o
th e  f i n a l  p a r t i t io n  o f  Turkey. The p eo p le  are so pro-German th a t  i t  
i s  r is k y  to  speak' about th® p ro b a b le  v i c t o r i e s  o f  o th er  powers- e s ­
p e c i a l l y  a t t h i s  tim e th a t  Germany has s o ld  them two f in e  b a t t l e s h i p s ,  
goben and B r e s la u . The o th er  day a d e le g a t io n  o f  s e v e r a l  hundred  
women o a l le d  a t  th e  E n g lish  Embassy in  C o n sta n tin o p le  and p r o te s te d
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mo s t  v ig o r o u s ly  a g a in s t  th e  trea tm en t m eted out to  them by H is B r i t -  
t a n io  M a je s ty 's  Government in  n o t  t r a n s f e r r in g  to  them th e  two b a t t l e ­
s h ip s  I  b e l ie v e  th e  p r io e  h as a lr e a d y  b een  p a id , and: a t  th e  outbreak  
o f  war England r e fu s e d  t o  /g iv e  them u p . Prom th e  E n g lish  Embassy th e y  
went to  th e  German L e g a tio n  and h e ld  a warm d em o n stra tio n  in  p r a is e  
o f  th a t  Government.- " Y iv i GermanyfBong l i v e  A llem and!" were the  
sh o u tin g  h u r r a h s . I  haye a l s o  heard from an a u t h o r i t a t iv e  sou rce  th a t  
ç  few d ays ago a German sh ip  c a r r y in g  on board much war m a te r ia ls ,  
r i f l e s ,  abput 800 guns and am m unition, was lan d ed  a t  B e ir u t and th e  
cargo im m ed ia te ly  t r a n s fe r r e d  by t r a i n  to  Dam ascus.

.The a i r  i s  f u l l  o f  w ild  c o n je c tu r e s  and th e  poor in h a b ita n ts  
a r e  d i s t r a c t e d  and con fu sed *  Some sa y  th a t  Turkey w ants t o  f i g h t  w ith  
England and ta k e  back Egypt; o th e r s  sa y  she i s  w a it in g  to  g iv e  a hard 
blow to  R u ss ia  a s  soon a s  she f in d s  the f i r s t  o p p o r tu n ity  and s e e s  
R u ssia  i s  weakened by in t e r n a l  r e v o lu t io n s  and e x te r n a l  d e fe a t ;  s t i l l  
o th e r s  sa y  th a t  she i s  m u ster in g  th e s e  huge arm ies to  go to  th e  h e lp  
o f  Germany i n  c a se  o f n e c e s s i t y ,  and th e  s e m i - o f f i c i a l  v e r s io n  i s ,  th e  
p r o t e c t i o n xo f  th e  n a t io n * s  r ig h t s  and th e  a o u n tr y I s f r o n t i e r s  and 
s h o r e s .1 In ;a n y  c a s e ,  a s  th e  B ah a is are  commanded n o t t o  in t e r f e r e  
in  p o l i t i c s ,  th e y  are  o n ly  p ra y in g  fo r  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t  o f  peace  
and good w i l l .

E a r ly  t h i s  m orning I  was c a l l e d  by th e  B e lo v e d . When I 
p r e se n te d  m y s e lf  in  h i s  room, he wanted to  have th e  t r a n s la t io n  o f  
a number o f { T a b le t s  he gave me y e s te r d a y . I h u rr ied  out and brought 
them t o  himV. He su r p r ise d  me by announcing th a t  he i s  g o in g  to  H aifa  
t h i s  m orning, and w i l l  be back in  th e  e v e n in g . Som ething to ld  ma 
th a t  our s t a y  in  Aooa i s  brought t o  an end . The M aster th en  went out of 
th e  h o u s e .a l l  a lo n e ,  and in  a few m in u tes M irza H oureddin a r r iv e d  
from H a ifa ... The B eloved  had se n t fo r  him, but he was a lr e a d y  on h is  
way to  th e  l a t t e r  tow n. . We a l l  f e l t  v e r y  so r r y , but r e s ig n e d . Monavar 
Ehanom and an oth er  Bahai g i r l  had come to  Jo in  th e  M aster , but th e y  
found th e  house em pty. The r e s t  o f  th e  fa m ily  went to  th e  Holy Tomb 
in  B a h a jee , but I  s ta y e d  a t  home. In  th e  e v en in g  Shah-K avouss, th e  
k eep er  o f  th e  h o u se , went t o  th e  s t a t i o n  to  weloome back th e  M aster, 
but th e  t r a in  a r r iv e d  and th e r e  was no M a ster . He re tu rn ed  c r e s t ­
f a l l e n .  "He may oome tomorrow m orning or e v e n in g !" th e y  s a id . But 
I  th ou gh t o th e r w is e . We s h a l l  w a it  and s e e .

Ahmad Sohrab.



B ahai N e st , Mount Carmel, H a ifa  S y r ia  
August 19 , 1914

Dear F r ie n d s : -
" I f  th e  r u le r  p lu ck  u n j u s t ly  one ap p le  from th e garden of 

h i s  s u b je c t ;
"H is army w i l l  c u t down a l l  th e  t r e e s ,  roo t and b r a n c h .!T
Tw:o hundred thousand s o ld ie r s  are  assem bled  in  Damascus, 

ready to  move a t  th e  f i r s t  command. They are a l l  w e l l  equipped and 
t r a in e d .  A l l  th e  h o t e l s  and p r iv a te  h ou ses are occu p ied  by th e  h igh er  
o f f i c e r s ,  th e  M osques, th e  gardens #nd the: p la in s  by th e  s o l d i e r s .  
Im agine a c i t y  tak en  p o s s e s s io n  o f  by 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  men* They t e l l  me th e  
s o l d ie r s  go in to  th e  b a za a rs  and h e lp  th e m se lv e s  to  a l l  th e  th in g s  
th e y  w ant, and th e  poor sh o p -k eep ers  a re  sim p le  h e l p l e s s  and cannot 
u t t e r  one word o f p r o t e s t .  Every town, co u n try  and ham let has g iv en  
i t s  share o f  so ld ie r s" . They are  b e in g  e n l i s t e d  w ith  f i s t s  and h e e l s .  
Hundreds o f  young men pour in to  H a ifa  and Acca ev ery  day from th e  
su rroun din g  v i l l a g e s ,  and are  im m ed ia te ly  fo ro e d  to  s t a r t  d r i l l i n g .  
Crowds o f  th e s e  b ed ra g g led  hum anity are se e n  now qand th en  in  fr o n t  
o f  th e  Government H ouse, sh o u tin g  and hu rrah in g  in  th e  name o f  the  
S u lta n , but i t  i s  a l l  f e ig n e d  and h o llo w . There i s  no en th u siasm  
behind t h e ir  v o i c e s .  They b r in g  them in  l ik e  f lo c k s  o f  sh eep , who
a r e , how ever, a p p reh en siv e  th a t  th e y  are  to  be tak en  to  th e  s la u g h te r
h o u se . H a if#  and Acca ahd many p a r ts  o f Turkey are  under m a r tia l  
la w . They are  fo rb id d en  t o  con grega te  in  any p la c e ,  and a fo r e ig n e r  
must c a r r y  h i s  p a ssp o r t  in  h i s  p ock et; o th e rw ise  i t  w i l l  be d i f f i c u l t  
fo r  him to  t r a v e l  around . T h is i s  done so th a t  no T urkish  su b je c t  
may be a b le  to  e sca p e  out o f  th e  co u n try  and th u s be r e le a s e d  from t h i s  
m il i t a r y  bu rd en . The tow# o f  Acca a lo n e  has g iv e n  about 2 ,0 0 0  s o l d ie r s .  
A l l  th e  s t r e e t s  are ^ a c tu a lly  d e s e r te d , and one s e e s  on ly  here and th e r e  
o ld  men, women and o h i ld r e n . I t  i s  a s though th e y  are in  u n iv e r s a l  
m ourning. The Jews and C h r is t ia n s  are  exempt from t h i s  c o n s c r ip t io n ,  
i f  e a c h  p erso n  can pay $ 2 5 0 . Many o f  them cannot pay even a q u arter  
o f  t h i s  sum,, and th u s th e y  are  fo ro ed  to  e n ter  th e  army. In  Acca
th e r e  i s  a la r g e  fa m ily  o f  c h i ld r e n .  They had fo u r  men who su p p orted
them . Hot one o f  them i s  l e f t  b e h in d . A l l  th e  banks have stop p ed  
paym ent, and money i s  most s c a r c e .  A prom inent p erso n  had to  m ortgage  
h i s  house c o s t in g  s e v e r a l  thousand pounds, and cou ld  o n ly  r a is e  two 
hundred pou n d s. P u b lic  s e c u r i t y  i s  s la c k ,  and r e p o r ts  are coming 
th a t  owing to  marauding B edouin  p a r t i e s  i t  i s  not sa fe  t o  t r a v e l  in  
th e  i n t e r i o r .  Aooa b e in g  th e  d r i l l i n g  ground o f  th e  army in  th e s e  
p a r t s ,  one s e e s ,  w ith o u t e x a g g e r a tio n , th ou san d s o f  s o ld ie r s  a l l  d a y . 
They have p itc h e d  t h e i r  t e n t s  on the; p a r a p e ts , b a s t io n s ,  and o th er  
p a r t s  o f  th e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s ,  and are  b e in g  d r i l l e d  9 hours e v er y  d a y .  
Once th e y  have le a r n e d  enough o f  th e  m i l i t a r y  t a c t i c s ,  th e y  a r e  t r a n s ­
p o r ted  on th e  t r a i n  to  Dasmasous and r ep la c ed  by o th er  r e c r u i t s .  The 
in h a b ita n t s  are  c a l l e d  upon to  d e fr a y  th e  e x p e n se s  o f  th e  army, i f  
n o t w i l l i n g l y  by f o r c e .  Every p e rso n  MUST g iv e  80 p e r c e n t o f  h i s  
p r o p e r ty , and i f  he i s  poor he must go and borrow and m ortgage h i s  
v e r y  s o u l . in  order to  g e t  r id  o f  th e  p e s t e r in g  o f f i c i a l s .  The o f f i ­
c e r s  and a number o f  s o ld ie r s  c a l l  a t  th e  homes o f  a f f r ig h te d  s u b je c t s  
or cow ering sh o p -k e e p e r s . They ta k e  sacks; o f  f l o u r ,  w h eat, r ic e ,c o r n ,  
b a r le y ,  su gar, t e a ,  b u t t e r ,  o i l ,  straw  and e v e r y th in g  e l s e .  Other 
m erchants must g iv e  w orsted  g o o d s , sa c k s , e t c . ,  and i f  th e y  do not
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have them th e y  must pay t h e i r  e q u iv a le n t  in  money or go and buy 
them fro m  a n o th er  s to r e #  The h o r s e s ,  th e  m ares, th e  m u le s , th e  a s s e s  
and the sheep o f  th e  p e o p le  are  ta k en  by h u n d red s. There i s  a. Com­
m it te e  fo r  t h i s  w h o le sa le  p lu n d er , th e  members o f  which have th e ir  
d a i ly  s e s s io n s  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  Government H ouse. They a p p r a ise  th e  
an im als and g iv e  w o r th le s s  r e c e ip t s  to  t h e ir  d is t r a c t e d  ow ners. Of 
oou rse  th e y  '^ndervale e v e r y th in g . I f  a h o rse  c o s t s  one hundred pounds 
th e y  put i t  a t  tw en ty  or t w e n t y - f iv e .  They sa y  to  th e  in h a b ita n ts  
th a t  n e x t year  th e s e  p r ic e s  w i l l  be reduced  from th e  g e n e r a l ta x e s ,b u t  
no one b e l i e v e s  i t .  The p r ic e s  o f  e v er y  commodity h ere  have in c r e a se d  
g r e a t ly ,  and th e  p e o p le  are  in  u t t e r  c o n fu s io n . Mosft o f  th e  s t o r e s  
are  c lo s e d ,  b eoau se  th e  p e o p le  have gone to  w ar. l a s t  n ig h t  two 
R egim ents were se n t  from Acoa to  D am ascus. I f  th e y  need t e n  d o l la r s  
r e a l l y ,  th e y  fo r c e  th e  p e o p le  to  g iv e  them f i f t y .  The poor in h a b ita n ts  
are in  a d e sp e r a te  mood. I t  i s  sa id  th e  o f f i c e r s  o f  th e  army send t h e ir  
w iv e s  to  th e  h o u ses  a s  s p ie s  to  f in d  out w hether th e  p e o p le  are t a lk ­
in g  a g a in s t  th e  p r e se n t  s o - c a l l e d  C o n s t i tu t io n a l  reg im e, and i f  so ,  
th e y  are  r ep o rted  and im m ed ia te ly  thrown in t o  p r i s o n .  The p e o p le  are  
r e a l ly  d e s p e r a te . They s a y  even  d u r in g  th e  d esp o téd  .regim e o f  Abdul 
ftartnrx- Hamid th e r e  was n ev er  such  a w h o le sa le  c o n f i s c a t io n  o f  th e  in ­
h a b i t a n t s ’ b e lo n g in g s , and ev en  d u r in g  th e  R u ss ia n -T u rk ish  war th e re  
was no such commotion arid a g i t a t io n .  How i f  b e fo r e  any a c tu a l  b a t t l e  
th e r e  i s  so much d is -o r d e r ,  tu r m o il and d is tu r b a n c e , what w i l l  be th e  
c o n d it io n  o f  th e  m inds o f  men i f  th e  f i r e  o f  war i s  g o in g  to  be ig n i t e d .  
I  m ight go on and r e l a t e  to  you th e  p a r t ic u la r  s t o r i e s  o f  many p erso n s  
whose p r o p e r t ie s  were p lu n d ered  in  t h i s  u n h o ly  manner, but I  wanted  
t o  d w e ll o n ly  on th e  g e n e r a l a s p e c t  o f  th e  p r e se n t  day c o n d it io n s  th a t  
surround u s  h e r e , so  th a t  you may know how th in g s  stan d  in  t h e ir  proper  
l i g h t .  Even s e v e r a l  b e l i e v e r s  in  Aoca were taxed  in  t h i s  e x tr a o rd in a r y  
f a s h io n , &nd th e  h ou se  o f  one o f  them was robbed o f  a l l  i t s  fu r n i t u r e .  
Thus in  e v er y  way one may t r u ly  sa y  th a t  a r e s u r r e c t io n  i s  s e t  up and 
im portant e v en ts  may t r a n s p ir e  i n  th e  n e x t  few m onths.

W ith th e  f i r s t  m orning t r a i n ,  M irza Mohsen a r r iv e d  from  
H a ifa , and brought ú s  th e  word o f  th e  B eloved  th a t  we must a l l  re tu rn  
to  H aifa*  W ith th e  t r a in  a t  4 :5 0  P . M. we l e f t  A oca, and a f t e r  an hour 
and a h a l f  were s a f e l y  s i t t i n g  in  th e  garden  o f  the: K ing o f  K in g s. To­
n ig h t  Iwwas n o t p r iv i le g e d  to  s e e  th e  M aster , a s  a Mohammedan Sheikh  
c a l l e d  on him a f t e r  su n se t  and had a lo n g  t a lk  w ith  him on th e  h i s -  
Jrorio^l developm ent o f  e a r ly  I s la m , i t s  t r a d i t io n s  and i t s  s p i r i t u a l  
p r i n c i p l e s .  I  w ish ed  we m ight have s ta y e d  a l i t t l e  lo n g e r  in  Aoca, 
but in  th e  ab sen ce  o f  th e  M aster n o th in g  i s  q u ite  th e  sam e. I f  p o s s i b l e ,  
one w ould n o t l i k e  to  be away from thim  even  f o r  one hou r.

Wfc&le we w ere away, a  P ilg r im  had a r r iv e d  from Bagdad. He 
is; a B ahai Jew, a  young man who had ta k en  more th an  a month to  r each  
H a ifa . Owing to  th e  in c r e a s in g  d is tu r b a n c e s  a l l  a lo n g  th e  l i n e ,  I  
th in k  th e r e  w i l l  n o t be many p i lg r im s  coming from P e r s ia  and o th er  
p a r t s .

Ahmad Sohrab.


