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ine Central Government for everything bthatl happens aere. Therefore it
will only be my official duty to send a cable concerning your departure
a8 Soon as you set your feet op the stsamer .' I was familiar with itoe
fortuitous way of Oriental e-pressions, so 1 saw that this wss a polite
way of saying: "We will not let you go!" Hence 1 deferred it 4o a more
opportune time . By the narration of this story, I mean that waeneve
I give pernission to the Pilgrime to depart for their respeciive ooun—
tries, I mean this: Co forth and diffuse the Pragrancee of Brothorhnood
and spiritual relationship. Of course it ie an undeniable truth thot
one sccond in thie radisnt spol is eqgual to one thousand years; but it
iz also equally true that one second spent in eadhlng the Cause of God
is greater thon one thousand years. Whosoever arises to teazch The
Cause of God, ¥ills ninec birds with one stone. Firsi: Proclamation of
the Glad-t1d1nga of the Kingdom of Abha. .Sccond: Service to the Thres-
hold of the Almighty., Thixd: His spiritual presence in this Court.
Fourth: His perfection under the shade of tae Standard of Truth., Fifith:
The descent of the Bestowals of God upon him, Sixih: Bringing still
nearer the age of fraternity end the dawm of Millenium. SeventhiWinning
the divine spproval of the Supreme Concourse . Sightn: Tu: spiritusl il-
lumination of the hearts of humanity. Ninth: The education of the chil-
dren of the race in the moral precepts of Bana'o'llah .- - -Spiritual
rresence does not depend upon the presence in body or absence from itbhie
Holy Land.  Although 2 visit to this heavenly place and stending pray-
erfully in ¢he Blessed Rouzeh of Baha'o'llan sund circumambulating
around the Holy Tomb of the Bab is the reslizaticn of the highest hope
£ the favored ones, yet the greater attainmont is to promote the Know-
1edge of the Kingdom and spiritualize humanity with the light of God's
Bevelation. For this reason I ask you to go away and upraise every-
where the Flag of the divine Army} otherwise I wish that all the be-
lievers might be with me all the time. Think ye always of the promo-
tion of the Truth. Let =211 your thoughts be centered in thes scrvice
of the Kingdom. Pe ye meek and evanéscent at the Holy Thraeshold. This
is the most great Bestowal. I declare by Him, beside whom there is
néught else, that if a person be a univereal Tmperor for 1000 years ovey
2ll parts of the world, it is not equal to one moment's service at the
Threshold of God. For the sovereignty of one thousand years, no matter
how - gorgeoua and splendld will come to an end, and this one moment of
servitude is eternal and everlaating. Fox +n13 there is no extinciion,
its resulte are eternal; efforts in other directions are useless and un-
profitable., 1 hope that all the bvelieversg will be assisted thereby .

Anmad Sohrab.



Bahai Nest, Mount Carmel,Haifa,Syria
Junz 28, 1914

Dear Friends:

Because our dear brother Mirza Ali Akbar, of Russia, and his wife
are going to leave Haifa for Bakou, he gave a Feast in the home of
Abdul Baha, in which the Beloved delivered a deeply moving, stirring
speech, calculated to make a lasting impregeion in the Banail world. The
words fell from his lips, springing up from the hidden sources of his
mighty heart just as naturally as the falling of the greab Niagara Failsg
thundering down the .precipices and rocks. To hear his impassioned voice,
to watch the slowly rising tide of his spontaneous cloguence, to see his
flashing, earnest eyes, to behold his forceful, divine gestures, coneti-
tute the roar and thunder of his speech; but to read it on psper, black
on white, is more or less like looking over the smooth, broad surface of
a river, unlees one is imaginative enough to conjure up in his mind His
electric, magnetic charactor and spiritual presence. The Feast was give
en, as usual, in the aftsrnoon, the large central hall was fringed all
around with our Oriental Brothers, our two Awerican sisteres were preseni
as representatives from the West. The Master came in and sat silent for
a long while. Then e asked Mirza Ali Akbar Rafsanjany to chant Tabletls
which he did very sweetly. Then out of the respectful silence which
nad spread its wings over the spiritual gathering, his wvoice, clear and
strong, arosei- ,

*During the lifetime of the Blessed Perfection I always carried witn
me the hope that percdhance a day might come when, with the permission
of God, I might travel to some parts of the world, and according to my
poor adility I might mzke a struggling attempt in the Path of the Cause
of God. But when I considered at a seoond thought that I was a prisoner,
all those days were spent in rsgret. For the resuli of existence lies
in this; that from man might appear a spiritual motion. Man must not
be inert, he must he active; he must not be stajionary, bhe must be'soar-
ingt. In all phenomena immovability is the cause of death, and motion
is the cause of life. The utmost is this; there are different kinds of
motion;--essential motion, creative motion, quantitative motion, quali~
tative motion, rotatory and upward motion, spiritual motion and divine
motion. In brief: Motion is the cause of 1life, immovability is conduciv.
to death..

"During those years of imprisonment I was sad and grief-siricken
vecause ‘I observed that I was not confirmed amd sssisted in the ser-
vice of the Threshold of Baha'o'llsh, but when I realized that there was
an obstacle in the way and that obstacle was my imprisonment, snd my
imprisonment was for the sake of Truth, I wae partially consoled. Then
the ascension of the Blessed Perfection came to pass, It is impossible
to describe its sadness and sorrow. The effect of this great calamity
and spiritual disease completely stunned our feelings and sensibilities.
It left in me no thought, no will and no life, Por some time I was in
this state of stupefaction. No sooner d4id I try again to take an in-
terest in life than the fire of opposition flamed forth with the inci-
dents of which you sare well awars. This aleo became another stumbling-

block in my path. Although knowing what the Cause was in a most great
danger, yet I p}anned.to take a long voyage, which was nipped in the bud
vy the authorities. When the news of the departure of the Blessed
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Beauty 'became knowmn, -all the enemiea ‘who' were orouching in their hid-
ingplaces, thinkiug ‘that this was ' sn opportune time, rushed forth and
attacked the Cause witha great.fury and determznation. In whichever
corner that one of our foes was lying down, he straightened his back
and .came out, -armed to:the teeth, ready to engage in active enmity and
willing -to give us battle. Especially these Yahya-is, who were alway
hidden in dark holes, who ‘had no‘name and no mention, no voice and no
fame, became very hopeful, because of.‘the ascension of Baha'o'llah,that
perchance ‘they might be able to ‘shake “the foundation of ‘the Blessed
Cauee, . .They broke. loose through ‘our ranks with ‘great’ fury, and they
became more sanguine ‘because of-the internal opposition. The Mohamne-
dan theologians and Ulemas found this also an opportune time for their
fanatical assualt. "The government also manifested antagoniem and ill -
will. Soulatrying problems appeared on the vcene of the Cause, like the
Martyrdom of Yazd,' 1903, the sad detaile of which melted my very bones
Although- outwardly 1 said nothing; yet my pain and sorrow were so in-
tense that.I did not resteither by day or by night. It is self-evi -
dent how 1 spént my ‘time.‘:Henceall these successive events wore as
many obstructions in the way of the realization of my idea of travelling
until the time ‘when- the proolamation of freedom was issued and the sen- '
tence .of ‘incarceration was removed. -  As soon as liberty was announced,
I began to think that it wae ‘now the time for my voyage. No matter
what happened, I muat go forth. Then all of a sudden, while I was not
feeling well}-and*without ‘informing any one of the friends, I entered
the sghip., I said: 'In the Name of God I embark and under His Proteciion
I disembark.' -

"Gur friends who act ‘a8 strangers in Accsa, spread all around that
I had escaped, and was afrald of th¢ members of the Committee of Union
and Progress, that, God forbidl I had committed treason and dreading
the consequence of my-deeds I had made my way out of the country. TFor a
wonder, during the regime of ‘Abdul Hamid the -enemies of Abdul Baha sent
continually. reports to the Sublime' Porte that I was sympathizing with
the Constitutionalists, that I'was in uninterrupted correspondence with
them snd that I was: silantly lending help to undermine sbsolutism and.
the established monerchy. “But when -the: COnstitution was declared, they
changed- entirely their disposition’ and ‘the theme of their attacks. and
fabricated, -other falsehoods:and untruths, embodying in their reports
the opposite of what: thay* ‘wrote in form@r times . Xor example, they
asserted. that Abdul Baha writes-in‘his epistles 'the oppressed Abdul
Homid ,' and entitles  the:Shah of Persia -'the wronged Sovereign,! and
enccuragee and incites: the friends ‘to' go and take refuge in the Ruseian
and English Legations. It:is Most Strange! Abdul Hamid imprisoned the
Blessed Perfection for 25 years,. and: during his ‘long reign he made my
incerceration most difficult . Moreover, it is one of the clearest texts
of the Tablets’ and Books of* ‘the Blessed Perfection that he was a tyranni-
c¢al king, He says: Q' thou-point’ (Oonatantinople) situated between the
two seas! .Verily ithe throne-of” tyranny iz established in thy midst!?
On the other hand," the: Committee of Union and Progress became the cause
of my freedoms: -No+t withstanding: thia, how could I ever call this ty-
rant and -'Oppressed.Padeshaht'+ To be. just, the Constitutionaliste freed
thousands-.of ‘people:from- the -yoke of* unreasoning despotism.

“In. ahort, there were'a few'of the difficultieswhich I had to wmdet

and overcome, and-as my objéct was ‘that perhaps, God willing I might
b ecoms aasis%ed to render:a noteworthy service {0 the Blesaed Threshold,

I did - not give any attention to these . wild reports. Leaving everything
behind, I went to Europe and America, journeyed through many countries

wuc
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and through ‘the Conflrmation and A581stance of the Blesped Perfection,
the Call of the Kingdom of Abha was raised in every city. The cause
of God was proclaimed publicly. the blessed Teachings were amounced.,
In Churches and Synagogues, in Conventione and Conferences, in Socie-
ties and meetings everywhere the standard of Reality was unfurled.
Every circle of the complex Western life felt the spirit of Truth. Alw
though I ‘was in the utmost weskness, yet the Confirmations of God
reached me at all ‘times+ * Wnile I wes in the house or:in the hotel, I
was in a state of great: Ieeblenean, but when 1 presented myself in the
churches or meetingﬂ, X “turned’ my face towards the Kingdom of Abha and
_ innnediately ‘Divine Grace ‘encircled me, and 1 spoke without interruption
. for one or two hours.' Although we 'are all like sparks, yet the Efful- -
" gence of the.Bleased*Perfection 'is ‘1ike ‘unto the ray of the sun. Every
y ¢intilla which comes under’ ‘the direct line of the ray of the sun has
. appeared znd is being revealed . - Gonsequently, our appearance ( impor-
tanse) is like unto the appearanoe of scintillas in the light of the
sun. In short,. the Fawrs of the Blessed Perfection were to such a de-
gree and so ixinumera:'ble t_hat they a.re beyond human computation and
deaoription! _ B _

“How well ‘the Poet haa sa.id‘ - '

‘0 thou my Winesellert ¢ ‘thou the Source of my exhilaration!

A0 thou” the Fountain of nw tumult, I am the flute and Thou art
the Musician!

'Shouldst thou 1nah me to 1rve longer, bresthe into me a new
breath:

'l am dead a hundred years, ‘but Thou art the Spirit of Christ!!®
_ “The Breaths ‘of “the Holy Confirmation swayed the souls, conferred
tranquility and stirred the hearts with Divine Glad-tidings. Ours waa
only a weak, struggling fooxt. Praise be'to God that many pure seeds
were sown . in the farms of hearts which shall grow and develop for ever
and ever. -Holy BOUlS Were attracted ‘and enkindled, end have already
arisen in the .service of the Cause oifGod, 'After the completion of this
long journey, I returned to ‘the Holy Land with the utmost joy end happi-
nese. Praise be to the Lord of mankind that after my arrival the be-
lievers of God. came. from all parts of the world to worship at the Holy
Threshold, - With each and’ all of ‘them I associated and became intimate .
My heart was, stirred into cheerfulness by beholding their radiant faces.
1 became. confident that. theae ‘sguls are self-sacrificing in the Path of
the EBlemsed Perfection. They ‘have no other aim save His good-plessure :
and no other idea, save the diffusion of His Fragrances. With the utmost
enkindlement they circumampulated around the Supreme Shekinah, bowed
their heads before the’ Tonb of the Blessed Perfection and raised the
voices of aupplioation in the Holy of Holies of the Bab. Filled with
these inspirations,. they ha.ve retumed to their respective countries.
I hope that after their return, most wonderful results and glorious
signs will appear in. the Cauae ’of God . Now that you are going back, 1
hope you will ecarry ‘with you. the Divine Glad-tidings, the spiritual Pow-
er, and .the attraotipns of Yhe Spirit. _
> “When I. retumed to. Acca, thig- time after four years of absence, 1l
found ‘that our: ‘friends. who, ‘are acting es strangers have established
commnications with our emmies, with some secretly, and with others
in a public manner.. After my: arrival, they held a meeting of consulta-
tion, .and-like unto: ‘the time of AbLl ﬁamid they wrote a number of re~-
ports filled with. falsehooda ‘and 1ncriminations, and have already for-
warded it to. Constantinople, ‘thinking that in all probability 1 will
be eithex. again impriegned, or exiled to a dietant province, or be
executed. _- ‘.I.'hia is. ‘kheir thought. e _
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"By these rémai‘ks 1 mean this: The believers of God must not look

‘to me. This Cause is & Great Csuse; it is the Cauge of t ¢ Blessed Por-

fection . If one thousand persons like unio me come and go, be or rot be
it is the same. Importance 1ies. in the Blessed Cmuse. The friends of

God must be firm, growing and steadfast. ‘It is self-evideni that I have
been and am always in danger, and sside from the matter of denger, I am

not going to live slways in.this world, The day is coming when I will

soar toward the Throne. of Majesty, to live forever in the neighborhood
of the Most Great: ][ercy. Thée believers of God must demonstrate. their
unswerving conat.a.ncy._ In  their estimation nothing must make any dif-
ference; ‘they. nust not be. pha.k.en or aglitated by any untoward action.
Day. by day. .they: must” add to: their stability, resolution and unhesitancy.
Consider’ how each*one Qf the :disciples of His' Holiness Christ, who wes
either ma.rtyred or. passed .away from this life, was succeeded by others
who served the Cause of Ch:ciatianity with greeter firmnese aznd enthu-
siasm!:. They manii’ested ‘greater power and higher endeavor --until the
Light: of Guidance: ‘enlipghtened’2ll regions! Because you are similarly
situated, you.must demonéirate similar virtues and lofty resolution?
Know ye of 'a certaintytthat the Confirmatione of the Blessed Perfection
shall surround . You. : ‘Have perfect trust in this promise! Should there
be a: person amonget the creatures who mgy be the weakest of all and
may arise: io- serve. the- ‘True One, the Lordly Graces and Divine Supports

. will encircle him from all directions: Be ye under the protection of

the Blessed Peri‘ection! Be ye firm and steadfsst! Be ye confirmed and
assisted! Be ye. alive through Hie Holy Pragrances! May each one of
you be as:a ‘heavenly-Standard in His Army! Do ye not consider the fact
whether I.am or I.am not, or whether I exict or exist not. Be ye occu-
pied in the service of the Cause. Turn your facet toward the Blessed
Ferfection.’ -He will make you independent from aught else! Invoke assist
ance from'Him!' Be ye unshakable in His Cause! Be ye His Servants! Con-
stitute - youreelves a8 the guardians of His ¥oly Threshold! Be ye the
bondsmen -of Hig Courti: Draw Bounty from: His Beetowals!. Be ye illumined
with His Lights! . Enter ye under the shelter 'and asylum of ‘His Protec-
tion and: Providence! :Y-% ye ‘confident? He hath said and His saying is
the Truth! 'l will vender’victorious whomsocver arisee in the service
of my Cause with the hosts from the Supreme Concourse and the cohorts
from the favored Angele!' This is the real foundation.,

“Consider’ how. He: helped and assioted Mirza Abul Fazl under all con-
ditions and:circumstances ;” I declare by God that were the sovereignty
of the East and the West poesible for man, it would yield to him no
profit! .Its ‘end would De no, other but manifest loss. Where is now
Nasser-Eddin-Shak?  Where'is Mohammed Shah? Where is Abdul Hamid? Wher¢
are the Enperors of China " and Japan? Where .is Napoleon? VWhere is Louit
XV1? Where:ig Guillaume" ‘Where is Frederick the Great? Where is Petes
the Great?: Like ‘unto the Ghosta they have vanished from the face of tix
earth, and.no" -eternal.trace’ and sign are . left belind from them! These
were mighty-Kings and’ imperial monarchs who .wielded the scepter of au-
thority and: divine rlg,htsl Their end was manifest loss. Have we not
seen these things. With our:-own eyes? Hence let ue strive that we may
ghow great firmnews in-the servitude of the Holy Threshold!  This is th
Everlasting Glory!. This iz the Eternal Bounty! This is the illumina-
tion of being: in’ the Kingdom of Abhat! This is the C.:mse of marvellouvs
progress in the. infinite world of Godt®.

This morning X .had - the joy of sittmg in the presence of the Be-
loved for healf ‘an.hour. “PligTe was a man who had come to beg his for -
glveness for~ ths wronga ‘He ‘had committed in the past. It was a pitifu
sight to pee ‘this man, weeping and supplicating. The Beloved asewed b

that he was entirely forgiven, and wished him to be manly, do right in
the fuxune . ' :
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At noon the believers were ihe guests of an absent host-- a brother
in India, Hashmatullah, On kis arrival in Argra, be married and sent a
cable to ouwr brother All Akbar Rafsanjany to give a feast in his name
on Mount Carmel. Wasn't that rather a novel idea? Everyone wished him
happiness throughout this life and the life to come! EHKasshmatullszh is
an Indian Mohsmmedan Bahai. When his father died in a rallway collision
he went to his sister and said: *"According to Mohammedan Law, you
ought to get a third of the inheritance; but now becazuse 1 am a Bahai ,

everything left to us by owr father will be divided equally between
you and me .

In the afternoon. the Angel of Mount Carmel brought a poem to

- meeting and asked the permission of the Master to have it cnanted .
"PortTy," said the Master, "is for the youthi." *Praise be to God that

you are youig!l' answered the Angel . And the poem was sung.

the

Ahmad  Soliralb .
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Deax. F.cienda.-,-_c L i v
' This was & farewell da,y.L Flfteen pllgrlms sta.rted for Russia and
Persia.: During the, .day; the. Beloved addressed them twice--in the morn-
ing and. a.fternoon--righm before their departure. As there were several
Pllgrims from Aahka‘ba.d, the. morning talk wae confined to the Mashrak-el-
Azkar. After entering the room and sitting in his presence, he said:-

*Little by little Ashkabad is becoming an important center. 1In
former times" ‘Mary. was:the. oap:ltal of Khorabsan, and the Province of
Khorassan . was -very. vast i’or Si’ghanistan. Seestan-and Balkh were in-
cluded . in it.:- -Asbkabad . ia -8 digtance.of a few houre from Marv. The
Blessed Perfection: often ;nentioned the name' of Khoraaee.n, referring to
it in His Tablets. and ;epeatedly stating that from that Province the
Call of- -God . would .be :naised .. Liooking at the then somber conditions,
they wondered how thie could be ‘brought about. Bui when the plan of
the city of Ashkabad wap. laid out, and later on the dome of the Mash-
rak El Azkar was raised .to the blue heavens, the purport. of the sayings
of the Bleesed Perfection was .clearly understood. The first Xash:rak
el Azkar in the Bahai :world was built in Aehkabad --the City of Love. It
became a shelter and assylum to 'all the believers of God. Whenever they
found themselves in difficult circumstances they went to. Ashkabad and
settled there, and the same is true of today. In realiy the friends
of God demonstrated :the. utmost magnanimity and strove with heart and
soul in the building-of -the Mashrak el Azkar. At that time no one
could. _:nna.gine that. . they would be able to carry to consummation this
great work, but p_raise- ‘be to ' God, they became confirmed and assisted.
The construction of this Mashrak Bl Azkar became the cause of the mi-
gration of this: thought to other parts of tke world, permeating the
minds, In every city the believers are thinking to build a Mashrak el
Azkar in their midst. " Through the foundation of Mashrak El Azkar won-
derful signs. will become manifest and evident in the Cause of God. " In
every city. or .town there must be .a place to be designated as Mashrak El
Azkar, even -if it ima house .o¥. & room, or s basement. If the believers
cannot afford to build, then let: them rent such a place according to
their means and. dedicate :it to: the Cause, so that peorle may gather
thare and be.occupied:-with: the mentioning of GCod. The concrete reali -
zation of the Mashrak El Azkar is.very necessary =and most important. The
Confirmations of God shall descend uninterruptedly upon the believers
of God a8 in former timesy Yruly.l say, one finds there noble, spirii-
usl young men. : There are:also ‘s number of o0ld believers of the first
yeriod, - Amongst tham is his honor Ags Mirzs Mshmoud Afnan. My hesrt is
very much attached: to. him; likewiserMirza Abul Karim. I love him ex-
ceedingly. -He. has ‘served:the:Cause  whole-heartedly. There is a wisdom
in his present: 1llness- which will. ‘become apparent in the future. Eriefly
1 hope: that’ the vast’ QAonaini‘of . Turkeatan may. ‘become illumined with the
Light of Truth.,  Theory of’ Ya Baha- Bl ‘Avha! muy soar to the highest
spheres and the- sound of:- '0 nnr I.ord. the Supreme!' mnay reverbrate through
the pillars of -the earth’, <

‘WPhe .Bahai Sohool:in': Aahkabad is -very important most important.
Now -that’ you return to“that city, strive that its deficlencien be met
and its wvarious departments ‘be organized according to modern standards
of education, soc that. the children may advance in the study of sciences
~and arts--thus., “the' fame of that school may reach to all parts of the
earth. This is & most important problem of Bakail life, and the greatest

5
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}‘effort nust. be dlsplayed in thls directnon. Convey to _all the beliav-

L) ers of: God . my longing, greet&ng~ Become ye to each one’ of “ the friends
vaRE manifest and eloquent book ¥ :

- In the afternoon, they found their way 1nto his presence for the

. last time.’ They were weeping. .The Beloved was very gentle and loving

- to them, and.’ openﬁd his talk with the following verse:-

0 ‘let me: weep: ‘Like. unto ihe.vernal showers of the Sprlng

g "'This: touched . thesfountaina .of. their hearts, and Oh! they sterted to

2 wWeep 80, loudly that 1.could not.hold back the tesrs in- ny eyes . The Mas -

. ter consoled them: and. then .continued: -

R ~WThis day is ‘the day¢of parting. The farewell houn is’ nwst diffi- -

R cult “to ‘bear, 'It.is the. lardest: thing in life. The poet of Ar&bia

: -+ saysi 'The: daye . of" my ‘association with my Beloved were so short that
the howr of: union was identical with the hour of separation.'- - - -But
1 am not saying farewell t0 .yous For there. is perfect unity between {1e
' hearts and’ complete agreement ‘and -affinity between the spirits. We are
united together. throughput .eternity and separation is fnoonceivable. The
nearness and temoteness. belong 40..the. world ‘of bodiea. but in the world.
of splrit. in the: worlduof heart and’ consciousness, there is an unbroken
union, an intarminable“unlan What .organ im .the body ‘more than any other
feels the keen Joyiof union?. The eyee do not. But the heart feels the
Jjoy: of union. The, eyaa'peroeive and this perception is transferred to
the heart,” and the heart in turn feels and is affected. - Now inasmuch
as the heart is - ogcupied with. the nemory of ithe friends, then there can
be n Oseparation.. Especially this ideal union with you is indissoluble

, becausa you. are going away to. be.engaged in the service. of the Cause of

God. - Your example s, lzke unto an army. which leaves the barracks for th

wresi. away from ‘them victory after vlctory .mm==== Although such,an army
is away from ‘the. central seat of .the government, yet its remoteness is
the cause of ‘the. protactlon of , the country, end although outwardly it is
not under the’direct eye of. the King, yet in reality the King thinks =al-
ways of then and_ watches anxiously the: reporta of his generals concern-
ing the actions of ‘the’ troops. Such an army is more favored by the King
and the citizens than, the ong-left in the barracks or .the capital. Now
those believers of God who. a:e in dlstant .lands and are engaged contin-
uously in the service .of the Cause, they are always present in the lioly
Threshold, and are’ the manifestors .of the Heavenly Bestowals. The par-
ticular Graces of thei Blessed. Perfection will .encircle them at all times

"Convey ‘my devotion and love, to. 81l the believera. I am in the
utmost yearning: an@clong for their meeting. .1 remember every one of
them in my prayer, and:beg Confirmation and Assistance for each from the
Threshold: ¢f ' the Bleeued Perfection,.so that He may usher in all of
them in Hig Kingdom, gaiher 4hem under the shade of -His Providence, con-
fer upon’ “them an’ asylum in'Hig Court and submerge them in the Sea of
Lights “in the’ Tebernacle of Testimony." .

Toward the evening, ‘the Beloved walked out of the house, followed

by Mirza Mghmoud, Hefapoke %9, him ‘about his departure to India, and
that he must be. read{ ¥

th‘lea .&8-8oon .as the opportune time comes.This
was  the meeting night, aad tha Haifa believers gathered in the reception

. room. -’ The Mastexr gave a lona talk on the 1ife of Napoleon III and his
: kJw'a:ms, and ‘the - twm Epistlee ‘of ‘Baha'o'llan to him., Then he spoke about
‘the style of ‘the vritinga of ithe Blessed Perfection, and how the style
of His Tablets -revealed 'in: Adrianople is different from His Compositions
.in Bagdad, and the Epiatles revealed in Acca vary in form and mode of
expression from those revesded in the twa former places. This matter is
so apparent that were.one familiar enough with His Writings, he could
easily diatinguish one . from another. =
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Now for the first time, after many months, the Pilgrims' Home
is comparatively quiet. Haji Mirza Heydar Ali and Mirza Mahmoud live
in one room; Badi Bushrouyeh and Doctor Habibollah Khodabaksk {our two
graduates from the Beirut College) live in another; Aga Mohammed Has -
san znd Aga Abdul Gasem, his assistant, live in a third room; ¥irza
Ali Akber Rafsanjany is in a fourth room all by himgelf, and your hum-
ble eservant is in his own Nest. This mskes only dght, This is a srall
number compared with other months, bLut we are very happy.

lonight we ascended the mountain in the moon-light, 2nd on the
way our two young College men sang several Persian and American songs
with loud voices, Although I have not a voice, they obliged me to join
them. We sang "Nearer . my God to Thee", "Joy to the world, the Lord is
come," *Ky country, 'Tie of thee", Badi Bushrui has a good voice,znd
knows many College songs and American melodies. lle is surprised to find
that I know very few, though I lived in America ten yesrs., He hss not
been in the United States, but he knows more sbout them than I do.

One of the German Dreadnoughte--Goeben~~anchored in the Bay of
Haifa yesterday. The Municipality of Acca invited the Admiral and
officers to visit that town today. The Persian Consul-«Afify--gave a
dinner to two hundred of them in his garden, two hours outside of Acca.
On their return from their dinner, they were the guests of the Beloved
to tea under the Pines at Bahajee. The Admiral and nearly 40 officers
visited the Tomb of Baha'o'llsh. When he came out, he said: "I have
visited many holy places, but never have I been to a place so spirituall
The Master sent Mirza Jalal to co-operate with the Acca Bahais to re-
ceive these guests with due honor and respect. The inhabitants off Acca
have spread the rumor that the Admiral snd the officers were inetructed
by their Goverzment to come and especially visit the Tomb of the Blessed
Perfection, and that this great Feast given by the Persian Consul is
financed by the Beloved, neither of which has any foundation. But I
simply write this to show you how popular mindes are always ready to
link together circumstantial evidence and then draw the conclusion, One
of the old inbhabitants of Acca said: "Really we are astonished at the
greatnes of Abbas Effendi: We know by this time that he has many follow-
ers in America, but we could not believe that he has so muck influence
in Germany.* Now no matter how much one tries %o srgue with such people
they become more eettled inm their wrong opinion.

This morning, a Swise by the name of Bugene Mouney brought & letter
to the Bdoved in which he writes that he is . stranded here, that he is
all alone, that there is no Swiss Consul in Haifa, that he is afilicted
with Epilepsy and that he is advised to to Cairo to a well-known
Charity Hospitsl, He wanted the Master to help him. Looking at him for
one minute and knowing that he was telling the truth, the Master gave
him money equal to the amount of ten {10) dollars:= Just think for two
days this poor man has been going around to the Consulates and other
Christians to give him at least his expenses to Cairo, which do not
amount to more tham three or four dollars, and none relieved hie want,.
But he came to the Beloved, and no sooner was. his poorly written French
letter translated to him than he gave him three times more than he asked
Such events happen almost every day, but 1 come across one of them nw
and then. His charity and generosity is like a great sea, all embrac-
ing ad shoreless, - _ ‘

?

Ahmad Sohrab.



Bahal Nest, Mount Carmel, Haifa, Syria.

June 30, 1914.
Near Friends:=-

¥r. Hans Springer, of Stuttgart, who is 22 years old and is a
globe~trotter, called on the Beloved this morning. He makes all his
tours afoot, and has already covered a distamce of 35,000 Km, He
is an Esperantist. As he puts on the dresses of the inhabitants of
the country through which he travels, he was today an Arabian gen~
tleman, but his blue eyes, white skin and brown Van Dyke beard her~
ulded from afar his European origin, He spoke German, Italian and
Iisperanto but I could not speak with him in any of these languages,
Finding that he understood a 1little French, we struck on that., At
first glance the Master liked him, I will record herein his con-
versation with Mr. Springer, ip its hatural forn of dialegue: -~

sbdul Baha: ™“You are welcome! Where didst thou come from?"

Hans Springer: "I come now from Jerusalem, From Egypt I
walked to Gaza and Joppa. On the way, 15 Arab Bedouins surrounded
me and carried away all wy belongings, even my shoes, When I reach-
ed Jerusalem I was assisted by a number of Germans,”

Abdnl Bahat "What. is the object of t.hy world tour?"

Hans Springer: “First to spread the knowledge of Esperanto,
because I believe 1t will help to unify mankind, Second, to see
the world, to meet men of various nationalities and learn their man~
ners and cust.oms.

Abdul Baeha: "With what means dost thou travel?

Hs S¢: "The sale of these postal cards coptaining my picture
on one side and the benefits of the knowledge of Esperanto on the
other, is the sole source of my voyage. Ny needs are very few in
number, I seldom eat meat, I eat only vegetables, bread and nuts."

dul Baha: "Dost thou travel on the surface of the earth?"

wouldﬂj/S//x it not be excellent if thou couldst take a trip toward
Heaven?"

He 5.8 ™Heaven? I have never heard of anyone going to Heaven.
This is impossible,”

Abdul Baha{Smiling) : YVWhy impossible? Did not Klijah go to
Heaven? Ahd did not Christ ascend to Heaven after His crucifixion
and burial

HBe Se.(Puzzled) ("X um neither Hlijah nor Christ. I have not

two wings to fly with. It seems to me there must needs be a pair
of wings," :

Abdul Baha: “Everything is possible. Ohrist. Bays: 'Be ye
perfect as your Father in Heaven is perfect.' You can have the pair
of wings. One is Love of God and the other is renunciation of
aught else save Him,

B. S.: "Then you do not mean this phenomeual Heaven?"

Abdul Baha: "I mean the Heaven from which Christ descended
and to which He ascended =~ the Heaven of Divine Bill, tbe beaven



of spirituality.®

H. S.: “How can one ascend to that neaven? Is it not most
difficult?

Abdul Baha: "It is not more difficult than touring the world
on foot, V¥hen the spirit of the Teachings of Christ takes posses-
sion of the heart and suffers man to become a servant of the world’
of humanity, then it will be very easy for him to ascend to Heaven,”

H. 8.t But in this age the Christians have forgotten the Com..
mandments of Christ."

Abdul Baha: "What hast thou to do with others? Live thou ac-
cording to the Teachings of Christ,"

B. 8.: "You are right. I will do wy best.

Abdul Baha: "Vhom dost thou think was Christ?”
H. 8. ¢ "I believe he was a great phileosopher,®

Abdul Baha: "Oh, No! He was much greater than a philosopher,
He was the Word of God, the Spirit of God,"”

H., S.: "Whew! There are many scholars in Europe who do not
believe that there was ever such a persom as Christ. On the other
hand, there are an increasing host of people whose faith in Chris-
tianity 1s shaken becaunse the minlsters of the Gospel do not live
in accord with the behests of their Master, They have become world-
lings, wrapped up in traditiorns and dogmas. When I was in Jeru-
salem, I observed the Christiems have divided the Church of Resurw
rection into so many sections, like a Bazaar, and they are all the
time engaged in an acrimonious controversy and factionsl Mghisg
while they clalm Christ brought Peace and Salvation. Where can one
find peace, and how can one be saved? Through their wars they have
banished the Prince of Peace from thelr midst, and through their
religious hatred for each other they have shut the docor of salva~
tiono

Abdul Baha: "What you say 1s perfectly true., But we are not
looking at the present conditions, Let us look at the glorious Life
of Christ and those sanctifled souls who came after Him, Did they
not embody in their deeds the ldeals of thelr words? There have
appeared many philosophers in the world, but they are 211 forgot-
ten, But because Christ was the Spirit and the Word of God, He and
His disciples through Him became the fountains of the Water of Life,
Now I hope that like unto them thou wilt be 3 also the means of the
illkmination of the world of humanity and serve God."

H. S.: ™Serve God? There is po ore in this world who can
serveGod, because we are not able io see Him, He is abhove our
human kKen, In my mind the only way we can serve Him is to serve
mank&nd and try to allcviate the sorrows and sufferings of the peo-~
vle. :

Abdul Baha: YChrist served God and His:-apostles served God.
Their service was to humanity and was a reflection of their service
to God,"

H. So: "What are you doing?

Abdul Baha: "I am serving God, I am the servant of God, I
give sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, the power of speech

to the mute and knowledge to the ignorant, I raised the dead, I

y
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deliver those who are in darkness and guide them into the realm of
Iight, I make the poor, rich and the weak powerful, I satisfy the
hungry ones with the Bread of Life and allay the thirst of the
thirsty ones with the pure Water of Immortality. This is my work.
H. S.¢ "When I was in Stuttgart I attended an Esperanto meete
ing addressed by Abdul Baha. Doeés Abbas Effendi know him? He isa -
wise man and is in great sympathy with the Esperanto language, He
has many followers in Stuttgart, His religion is called Bahai.
(The translator here informed B, §., that he has been speaking with
Abdul Baha; that he is in his presence, Irmediately he became
more respectful and expressed great joy and happiness,) Is 1t poss

sible that I am in the Presence of Abdul Bhha? I have been longing
for this occasion,” :

Abdul Baha (taking in his hand the last book of Tablets to cors~
rect)"beoz_une silent, After a few minutes, conversation started
againg

Abdul Baha: "Even a bird can fly around the worlde It is not
a difficult accomplishment., Therefore become thou a royal bird of
the Kingdom, and like unto the Angel soar toward the heavehly worlds,
I can assure thee that thy experiences will be more than marvellous.,”

H.S8+.¢ "I hope to get a pair of strong wings to accomplish
this difficult task,"

Abdnl Baha: %I pray that when thou goest to Nazareth, the
place of Christ's nativity, the Spirit of God may descend upon thee
and the wings of light be granted thee, so that thou mayest soar in
the immensity of God's space and behold the wonders of His @Oreation.”

He Set "I will also pray for this.”

Abdul Bahas *Where dost thou go from here?"

H, S4¢ "From here I shall leave tomorrow on foot for Naza~
reth, then Tiberdas, Belrut, Damascus, Cobstantinople, Caucasus and
thenf entering Persia from the north, I will get out from the
South~~ Persian Gulf., Then India, Japan, China, Australia, Hawa-
iian Islands and the United Btates,----- Yhile I was in Zanzibar I

entered a Church and to my horror I saw the pictures of God, Christ
and Mary, painted black.,” »

Abdul Baha: "Y’es; ‘because they are black themselves, they’
think everybody else, including God, Christ, etc., musi be black.,"

In short, this was the outline of the talk, Meanwhile Khosro
brought for him, coffee, tea and cake, Then the Master asked sope-
one to bring him a dish of pistachios, wirich he in turn shelled and
gave the meat to him, The time of parting drawing nigh, he placed
in the palm of his hand an English Pound, and wished him much suc-
cess in his long undertaking, The cake and pistachios were also p
put in a paper and given to bhim for his lunch,

In the afternoon, two Arabs called on him, staying with him &»x
for half and hour. Then he dictated a number of Tablets for the
believers in Bakou., It was moonlight when he returned from his walk.
"How beantiful this moonlight night! he told us, as he entered the
house, ’

Ahmad Sohrab,
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Com el

Bzhal Hest, lount Carmel Haifa, Syrie.
July 1, 1914

Deaxy Friends: '

It is now one year that through the untiring activities of Mr.
and Mrs. Jos H. Hannen and a band of faithful workers, these letters
have been circulated in typewritten copics to as wide a circle gs it
kas been possible to reach under the circumstances. To everyone who
has given & helping hand in this matter, I offer my heartfelt thanks .
All along the line it has Tbeen a work of love aznd service. The reward
of the laborers l1s with the Lord. It is my hope that I msy become
assisted to keep you in touch with the words and movements of the De-
loved as long as I am kept in his neighborhood. Nowadays this is the
smallest thing I can .do for the believers, and I hope, realizing that
this is a work of love, they will overlook :in their generoua spirit,
its shortcomings and numerous defects. I am not worthy to write even
one word about the Blesscd One., He lives in an atmosphere of pure
holinese. No description, no matter how sublime and cloquent, can ade-
guately portray his divine character and spiritual qualifications. How
foolish on our part to think that any word or action emanating from us
hag helped .tihe Cause!

This morning the Beloved was talking about speaking, publicly,
ne said:- *one must always use the simplest end most direet words,that
the meaning may Le easily conveyed to the minds of the hearers. In
writing, we must use the same siyle as in public spesking. One -ust he
the mirror of the other, reflecting the ideals, feelings and thoughts
of thas average man, The Blessed Perfection often remarked that a lecture
must be like unto a cool, pure, refreshing stream of water. 1t is not

‘necessary to use obscure. ohsolate and dlfflcult words,; the simpler the
- more effuotlve."

peaking about the future of the Cause, he said: "When I lcave
this world I wish.my heart to be entirely assured and coanfident and

‘KNOW. that the Blesssd Perfection nas such servants who will arise to

gerve His Cause with miraculous faith and extraordinary courage."
Reading a letter from Vienna, where the believers have held a Feast
on the 23rd of May to commemorate the declaration of th=z Bab, he said:
“Really it 'would do him good if Naser Eddin Shah could come out of the
grave and behold the promotion of the Cause, and see how all over Hurope
and even in Vienna the Banner of the Klngdon is upraised! He used To
gy that: 'If they tell me this trse in my palace is a Banhai, 1 will cut
it down, root and branch. I ehall not rest until this community is en-

.tirely exterminated.' Now let him come and sce how in Vienna, on the
-day of the Declaration of the Bab, they have given a Feast! The mon-

archy of the Shah of Persia isg collapeed while the Power of the Supreme
Bab is triumphant all over the world.”

In the last mail, the Mas tor had reoezvcd the photographs of many
letters written by the Princes, officiales and Ulemas during the life-~

‘time of the Bab, showing how contemptucusly they wrote about the Czuwse,

¢alling the Babis by all manner of evil names and laying at taeir door
revolution, sedition, immorality, and what not. In these lettiers Laha-
0'llah is held responsible for all these abuses, and his immediate ex-

~.tinction insisted upon. There were also & series of photographs, such
- a8 the Fortress of Chehrig, where the. Bab was imprisoned before His ex-

ecution, the garden in which he prayed, the room in which he was scn-

- tenced to death in the presence of the princes Tlemas, and the last

photograph wes that of the believers in one of the Novthern cities of
Persia.. 1 felt such a deep interest in all .tnose tiings, for they link

- your spirit with those mlghty and dramatic cevents of the early nisiory
g‘of the Causa.
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Bahal Nest, Mount Carmel, Haifa Syria.
July 2, 1914
Dear Frienda.- _

Today 1 atayed in my Neat and worked.~ When the Master ie not here
no one descends the Mountsin-~unless to attend the Meeting three nights
a week, Perched on the slope of the Mountain, my little Nest ie always
co0l, and the gentle breeze wafts  through it at a1l times. But if one
walks in the sun, it is quite hot. . The Mountain does Bot display much
floral decoration, as in- the: winter and spring monthe, but the olive
and the fig, the fir and the pine trees are verdsnt as ever, All
around my Neet there are large fig trees laden with the fruit, which
will be ripened. in.a month or 20 days. -In front of my porch there is
a plain trellis, holding up the green branches of a vine, which boasts
of several bunchee of grapes, yet unripened. Under the warm sunshine
the sea is calm and blue, several steamers are anchored in the Bay, and.
lovely vessels with whlte canvae are salling smoothly and dreamily, no
one knows to what' destination. White, fleccy cloudes saunter simlesely
through the sky, obstructing the sun for a few minutes from its shining
but we always know that every cloud has a silver lining. Our two bro-
thers, Doctor Khodabaksh and Badi Effendi, B. A, were with me 211 morn-
ing, reading. writing and. spesking. As this was the night of meeting,
we descended the Mountain, and on our way we met Mrs. Hoagg, and Miss
Sanderson, with the members of the Holy Family, going up to visit the
Blessed Tomb of the Bab.

The translation of a few extracts from Tabletis to Persian belicvers
will I am sure be enaoyed by all 6f us:-

“AB much as you are able be ye faithful at the Threshold of the
Beauty of Abha. Eaithfulneas demands self-sacrifice, and the giwing up
of one's life in. the Path of the Beloved of Regions. Verily He confirm-
etih whomsoever He willetk in whatsoever He desireth and verily He is
the Supporter and the Merciful .“.

"Today the distinguished. Leaders of nations must sing such a song
in the ears of the people that the heart of the world of humanity may
be stirred into cheerfulness, and draught such a comprehensive plan of
universal union, the reflection of which may be cest upon the mirror
of the world of existence and be no other than the real prototype and
portrait of the Realm on High. 1In other words, to promote the princi-
ples of the Sublimity of the human world, which is loftier than this
fictitious heaven and spread the light of the Luminary of the Merciful
Universe, which is more radiant and luminous than the stars studded in
yon ‘blue dome.%

“Thy letter was recelved. Praise be to Ga it contained the good
news of the firmnese and steadfastness of the believers of God; that
they are willing to sacrifice their lives in the arena of teaching the
Cause of their lord; that they have unloosed their tongues in the glo-
rification of the Beloved of the regione; that they are the means of
guiding the people of error; that their hearts are full of acclamation
and their spirite like unto that of the angele are overflowing with
clamor and rejoicing. This news imparted spiritual joy and happiness
that praise be to God the believers in Teheran- - - are all united and
agreed, and that they are self-sacrificing in the Path of the Blessed
Perfection. This is the ultimate Bestowal of the Merciful One! This
is the Magnet whereby to attract the Protection and Providence of Hiw
Highness the One! This is the Power through whose assistance one dreaws
victory from the Kingdom of Glory! Therefore it is my hope that day by
day the light of Guidance may shine forth and the East and the West of
Persia become luninous and enlightened. - - - =M
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,raonagel Hie holiness Abul Fazael - -may ny life .
‘be a’‘sderifice to- him@'durin ‘the days of hie life did not rest one
night at ease on the couch of comfort. Day
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promotioniof the' Word ‘of God. _the'demonstration of proof and argument

l'0 thou gldriousf

. and refuting ‘the opposition of ‘every antagonist and denier. Praise be

" ‘days.’ be wrote.a’ bookw!ith.the'

't0 God  that:through: the Most Great Favor and Bounty many epistles are
“left: behind trom.the qrfumc en. of -that noble soul. During his last .
‘utmost of eloquence, bringing forth bril-
_ >liant proofu. argument 'and dvidencea, but after his departure that man-
' i ‘have forwerded to Teheran a number of
;artidles and. parphlets, that in co-operation
Ebne’ Abhar, Ebne Asdag, Mollsh Mohgmmed -Ali
Gaini Samandar and AsazSayad thdi you may organize a committee with
the utmoet thoroughneaa ‘end preciozon. and out of those numerous epistles
- choosge. enough materiale fqr ‘the: publication of one or iwo vdlumes.
fThus:the: labors of ithat’ ‘nobl ul-may-yield results. This is a most
“'great scrvice to the ‘Cause. of.God. Unquestionably with the utmost ef-

~. fort arise ye in-the accomplishment of this matter, and engage ye in

. this- inmortant affair with perfect unity, asccord and co-ordination. This
- will be the: means of” ;he. happ: ness of the Spirit of that noble person~-

......

"_'353-'." L o
_ To Miaa Juliet Thompaon he writes.

“0 thou daugmter of ths Kingdom! ?hy letter received, Thou hast

quiwwfitten concerning the union, agreement and-afinity amongst the be-

lievers.. 'This news was Joysimparting. In the world of existence the
- moBt: great affair is love’ and amity between the hearts, especially
amongst the- frienda«of GOdq» Strive ye as. ‘much .as :possible so that day

-' gby day.-love-and:. amity ‘may-be increased. And“when perfect good~fellowship

" become® obtainable amongst the’ believers of New York, then the pene-
' tration:.of the Cause of. God: will ‘become, greater day: by day, the light

"L of-guidance will shine with 'more brillfancy, the darkness of supersti-
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tions - will ‘be- entirely banished and that city will become the Paradise
. of -Abhal.® And ‘thie will
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..“

become conducive to the awakening and mindful-




Bahai Nest, Mount Carmel, Haifa Syria
-  July 5, 19l

Dea: Friendele

In the Holy Land there are many stories extant concerning the won-
derful Life of Christ, which are not related in any of the Synoptic
Gospels., Two of such stories were related to us by our Beloved Abdul
Baha, which I Would like to share with you today. He said:-

"It is recorded in“one of the Tablets of Bsha'o'llzh that at one
time His Holiness Christ was in the wilderness. It was night, and im-
penetrably dark. It was very ‘cold, and He was thinly clad. Then it
started to rain very hard, Christ did not know to which direction He
should turn his face in this pitch darkness. He tried to walk, but He
stumbled at every step. Fipally He reached a cave. He w;shed to enter
in, in order to .escape the rain, but He heard the roaring of lions and
wild animals. He came ou tand stood alone in the open. The rain became
torrential and dashing against the slopes of the rocky mountains, formed
streams of water, carrying everything before them with fury and rage .
Now and then flashes of lightening revealed the awful havoc wrought by
the storm, and thunder pealed acxross the sky. While the rain was pour-
ing upon His Head, He said: 'Oh God! "Thou has provided nests for the
fowls of the air, caverns for the wild beasts, folds for the sheep, but
Oh Lord! Tuou hast not ‘given even a small cottage to the Son of Man,

80 that He might protect Himself from the rain! Oh Father! Thou be-
holdest that my bed is the hard earth, my food is the grass of the field
and my lamps are the stars of the night!' After a few minutes of sil-
ence, He burst forth in glorious thanksgiving, saying: '0 God! Who is
richer than I? Hast Thou not given me the heavenly Gift, the Gift of
the Guidance of God? That celestial Bestowal which Thou didst not con=-
fer upon the kings, ministers, nobles, princes, philosophers and rich
men, Thou hast bestowed upon the Son of Man. Vbrily, who is richer than
IQ‘N ’

"It ie said that_at another time His Holiness Christ entered a vil-
lage. In those days many houses were broken through and everything car-
ried away by the robbers; hénce the authorities had issued an order that
none of the inhsbitants should entertain a stranger in his house, fear-
ing that he might he in elliance with the robbers outside. Christ stopp-
ed before the house of a very poor old woman, snd knocked at the door.
The old woman opened the door, and saw that:Christ was seeking a shelterx
Looking into the face of Christ, and beholding His gentleness, humility
and spirituality, she did not have the heart to refuse him and send him
away. Therefore with the utmost respect she invited Him to enter the
house, From His apeech and conduct, the old woman intuitively felt that
she was entertaining more than an ordinary mortal. Then she came for-
ward and kissing His Hand, she said: *'Save one son. I have no one els¢
in thie world. Up to a little while ago he has been sober, intelligent
and industrious, and his. income is the sole source of our maintenance .
But now he has become moody, morose and irritable. Whereas formerly
ours was a home of joy and happinese, now it is changed into a howme of
mourning and sadness. He worke all day, but when he comee home he does
not speak, and moves regtlessly all night in his bed., To all my plead~
ing questions, he turne away hie face and does not answer.' Christ said
'Send him to me. I will speak with him!' After sunset, the son re-
turned to the house, His mother went to him and said: 'we have tonight
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a guest who is noble and spiritual . I feel sure he can help thee.' At
first he did not want to go, but the solicitous mother persuaded him to
do 80. At last he consented. Entering the room, he found Christ sitt-
ing on' the floor, Immediately He was up on His feet, welcoming the way-
ward son. After a moments of intimate talk, he asked the boy: 'Well,

my son, tell me what troubles thee? What is the cause of thy worry=?!

He replied: 'Nothing!t ' 'Thou art not telling me the truth. I know

thou art laboring under the weight of a great pain, my son! Tell me the
cause of thy trouble. I am interested in thy welfare and my heart is
full of sympathy for thee. BRest ye asgured that I will not divulge thy
secret to any human being. 1 will keep it to myself and will do my ut-
most to lighten thy load. Am'I not thy kind father and thou my beloved
son?" 'Yy pain is irremediablel' the boy said, softening the tone of his
answors sgomewhat under the loving gaze of Christ. ‘I will find a remedy
for it!'! Christ answered. 'Ohl ‘I know so well that no one is able to
take away the load from my heart.' 'I am Able!' 'But you are powerless.
You are also a poor man like unto we. Thou hast no remedy for my malady
‘I am powerful, and I am'a physician for all manner of disease!! 'This
is jmpossible! There is no man living who can claim so much!' he said,
impressed by the gentle authoritative tone of Christ. ‘Come! Comet Tell
me the secret’ of thy Neart!! 'But 1 feel ashamed to confess it to you.'
'Did I not tell thee that thou art my son? And why should there be any-
thing but psrfect intimacy netween the son and the father?' ‘'But I feel
too impolite to spesk about these thinge. Besides, I caunnot find proper
words to exprees my inmost feelings and then I am afraeid I shall be mis-
undserstood. 'No! Notl Thou art wy real son! - I will surely understand
thee., Be not afraid, Be frank!! ‘After a minute of silence, he said:
'In the neighborhood of this village there is the summer palace of tae
King, Once ] saw his daughter walking in the meadows. I loved her at
first sight. ©She is the daughter of a mighty King, and I am a poor, mis-
erable thoern-picker. I cannot say moret' And he began to weep. His
Holiness Chris$ consoled him and said: 'Rest thou assured. God willing
thy hope will be realized.' In brief, after awhile Christ so arranged
everytning that the King consented to give his daughter to the poor
thorn-picker . iHor days the royal preparations went on, and the date for
the marriage was fixed. All the time the boy was very happy;: he thought
he was in a fairy dreamland; he could not believe that these are all
real, When he entered the marriage room, and saw &all around the exqgui-
site deghrations &nd furnishings, and then looked into the face of the
beautiful bride,~ suddenly a thought sprang up in his mind:! *'This man
{Christ) has been the instrument of giving to me this undreamed of fe-
licity, this wonderful bride for whom 1 was pining away in my solitude
in the wilderness; He has made possible for me to enjoy all this luxury
and comfort. If He were so powerful to prepare all these things for ne,
a poor peasant boy, why should He not have done the same for Himself?

If He could spread such a banquet of rejoicing for me, He could do it
for Himeelf a hundred times better. Notwithstanding this ideal power, le
is still walking in the wilderneses, eating the grass, sleeping on the
ground, sitting in the darkness and living altogether a life of poverty.!
Ng sooner had this thought come to his mind than he turned his face to

' his bride, and said: 'Stay where thou art: I have important business %o

attend-to. I shall return a8 soon.as I have finished my work.' This said
he ran out of the room and hastened his pace toward the wilderness. Afier
much search, he found Christ sitting on a rock. Impetuously he prostrat
ed on the ground, and kissed His feet and hands. 'O my Lord! Thou wert




greater. and more mﬁortant than that which thou hast bestoWed upon me.
It these thinga werg acoeptable and worthy of possession, thou wouldst

Therefore it is sekfevident that thou
d preczous than all these’ tnings.' Ont I

';amiled and aaid.: -'verily, 1 say unto thee, thou ary- telling the
, . truth S CBut has th . capability and worthiness to possess that .
. pearl of GFeat: Fn;ce? nl My Lord -and my hope! I will strive and.
“pray to becomeiworthyl; YAry ‘thou able to leave all these things be -

the Knowledge of God the Love: of God

=Wand-the*8ui&ahce?of Go = 6 are greater than. a11 the worldly possea-_

gions, How, if.thou" g n

_follow me.' . He: followed. Chr ;'till they joined the other apostles .
. ?gggladdrgeaing ﬂia*disoiplea heiintroduoed to them His new heliever
~(follower)il have .

Ahmad Sohrab.
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S Bahal Nest, Mount Carwmel, Halfa, Syria
TR ' July 4, 1814 .
Dear Friends.- s e

~ India’ is- ‘the home qf religlon and s>cts, each like a clrcla ,2within
the circumference.of which people: move, live and have thelr belng. So-
cial intercourse is barred and- mutual association ls discouraged. The
noss of the 1naab1tanta are saturated in their ideas, and the vast plain
of human thoughts ars, unexplored ‘Al though politlcdl and reform prob-
lems gre discussed amonget the educated class, yet the results are not
commensurate with the agitation.. What is nseded most in that country
is the warm sunlight of universal truth and spiritual brotherhood,the

.all—lnclusive. all-embrac;ng truth; net an abstract but a concrete, con~-"

ceivable, practical {ruth; the truth that will mske men free, free from
thg fetters of castes, free from:the. human and religious prejudices,free
from the s2lf-imposed seclusion and_free from intolarance, bigotry and
fruitless, barren phllosophxca and metaphy51cs of bygone “enturies The
civilization of India has .been. in the past static, now it must “become
dynamic . The Bahai 1nf1uence is the Poweg to perform this mystlcal
traneformatlan. e Ik 3

Qur dear- frlends Mr, &tannard and My . and Mrs.. Geteingor, are
gpending great effort. to inculcate this braod, universal truth in . tie
lives of the . Indian: people. ;This is dong through press and platform.
Hence in- thls cletter I. deslre to. inciude .an article written by MNrs.Stan-
nard and published in the INDIAN MESSENGER of March 20th, 1914 Tha
article 1e entitled "The Bahai Movement~-a . call of Unity.* Sl says:i-

"Whenever we hear.that -a new religion nas actually been Tborn and
establzane& .on -the earth, e Jqean ;that certain vitally real historic
Tacts and dramatic ‘gvents ‘haye: ‘heen anacted..in the world of men, Lhat
thoughts and “ideas’ long . -dormant of-partially realized in a given time
and place take on. puddenly vivid 1ife and tend to present themselves
with the force. and enthusiasm ‘of a discovery. We shall expect to find
'storm centers' of emotlion .and attraction tending to sweep away old land
marks of habits and. cugtoms and group themselves with faith znd vision
around a central figure. . One. whe has communicafed to enquiring minds s
new presentation of: forgatten or. .misunderstood ceritics.

“hether the vortex of ‘influence felt be apprehended more intellect-
ual y than spiritually or more .emotionally than rationally are matters
of small moment to.the individual or collectively to the majority, tue
“thing of primal 1mportance is. that. the new vision sngendared should
rouse renewed - actzuity on-all planes.of -thought and attract round thzir.
Tocalized truth genter.a ‘while of attraction much in the practical way
particles of a. nebula w1ll rapturously eudy round their own magnetic

center.

“he rising again of a 'Sun of Truth' on eavth inevitably produces
at least ONE supreme. Revelator and’ that weans the re-starting of another
svolutionary motive. Fforce, different in a degree though not in essence

{5om,£oTuer manifes fationt % MYy oA LuSERES MR RESERIST W bpiene -

innate wise power. of ite own this influence makes itself known and fa2lt
through many channels of" greater and, lesser Tolume wnile manifesting the
unumigtakable quallties of Godship in varled intensity and varied scope.
Wations like. individuals. show ‘aigher or lower capacities,to register
response to ‘electrical stlmuli' in’ the gulse of Yteachings', 'epiritusl
impressions' or 'eocial 1deala', just ingofiar as the Tays of light from.
the central force impinge ag . 8 ‘reflecting ficld of wpower and puriiy. We
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enall ese interzsiiag siudies in human psycuslogy ag lounding manlfed o~
tione of a subtler order of nerve scusibility while tia esarchlight of
God plays aboul the arsna of tne world lighting and ilasning into Lusde
astlty the hidden darxkudss or obscurity of toought, )
"Distance, time and place appear anninilated in the hgart, lesving
in the one touched an intense and bewildering sense of now. The no¥
of oternity flashas into ‘the auman cggnition with a suddenaczes thatl
bears the soul to its innerwmost recesses, loaving the cognizer with &
completely altersd view of life and a new aligument of underslanding
regaryding himself. Such are the effect born in a myriad ssuly whose
destiny calls them to receive the 'new' impression and fezel thre
wildl of a nigner attraction. How thiis allescts the general wnole wsy
re cauged when we shserve that no wmottar how monymaterial mountains 20%
seas may divide the units from one another, the play of purpese firom
the central Light will menifest modes of life snd adopt anchive meseulas
to reailze Lhose modes on identicolly similer linesand thaugh uadey on-
parenily distinctly dissimllar conditions those illuminzd purcaptions
%111l endegvor to control ine same ideals--work out basically tho sars
tnsoriss ond meke for similar goals. Out of the exterunal adiversiiius
wlll ultimately evolve a wique and harmonizad result, Thnis muet osp-
pen, far the great ﬂbgw,hLVE alimed at by the Original Dirscinr of
Lighis has been first itaougnht out and fﬁﬁﬁin»d To Him es onlookaxr ThC
fraots wo "king out musi resemble a pattern of intricate design develosp -
irig unewervingly Lo & desired end. A narmony of aritistic design,giemp?
it lnqellble colors, the whole being a scheme 01 Joy bo was Lo ALy
el

Degeignzr, n*rulolgazcs in His wark . MNoving unmdar nigh suicnilan 83 o
po longoer in the rezalm of illusionary ioroee, for nnining that rogived
av waterial to obtain a given and permancal résult con e illuslionoiy,
such pariicles oi soul dust of pn~m~rul DY LHPULT e LuTe sro algpoiied
a8 cisles wefors e Tising sun o3 like Lho rubliea et gges whon Wl
pglouess of polishing is bogun on a preclious swons . Yunwe wosliiics of
being #3111 glone vemain uwndying gowe in tho ooemic ,ﬂhClOQSﬂG$ﬁ.Duvu,

PR udlly apprelsnced . are the sigrs and verisli e welpe ensctod in our
asy and observaovle all over Lite world.

“A new cycle nas dawned and witn it a new religinus atiilwie, a we-
gramiagiion of 'plrltual truths zaod eoul valuoes. Phllosopny lnlus zloto
caonbtaet with Eclsnce and Scignce 1s praviuingaReligiou. Haw? By dewan
srabting on all vital points the inherent unity of 1ife and (howerer un
willingly acknowledged) the fundamental principles of sympeliny ag 1be
cngeen mode of expression., I you do not belicvae me, tnon S isién (o
wis L one of your own seers writess 'Ihe principic si Unity wiich man
nae in His soul is ever active cestauvlisning relalions far one

varough literature, art, scionce, socleby, sbdtecraft, =und oliz; 7
Our grast Reveals rn are they wno make wanifest the t ue mezning of +nu
soul by giving up sclf Lor the love of mankind . They fTrce mlumny
parsacution, deprivations and death, in the service o»f Love .t In
.- Jantury bHes once more arimen 5 'Oun of Truth' above e weorbal
ot 1ljumine with its undying glow, the woxld aof humanity.
otner tinen ine '‘Supreme Teacner ' Indeed' tuc blaze of =pirlusgl s ory
nss irnilied more thnen one pure mirror of reflectina in the vime. Ip
e case of the Persian Messlah hilpg flome wag airong thet 14 ocurab L0 4h
i:v;nw 11;3 thyough.prisqnhbnrs“mud $L0nYy Toriressas ans flaodad Yhe
world of numenity with light and pesce.,  Sufferinugs warritle sns BoT -

slsient, bocame the lot of those who kapt thoe cantra lenyp oileful o) in

Triva, ns ¢oldior after soldier in God's Aray “'“"4g unacuuq\v 50 LR
rauks and filled the gep tne dying comrades Left. Devaling in Le ns -
mic N;-l wnan once the eympatholic basiz of unity ﬂum [seteis qu:eivséﬁ'
in iae sl beoowes the ilafinite etirength :nd can-nt Xoow dcfea;. 'ﬁok
your OWH haroes (social and religious pioncers) winimae o

Sy b ophem IR
ALt Sl inag I

7iG I
JUDT WL
norizon,
”hie is qag
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~could ever be emlenced oy calumny and pars=cution. -If their sincerity
made. them llve ‘out their ideas; '‘then surely were obloguy. =id . onu031blon.
'“Xp“rienced and such’ experiences were the guarantee God gives huwmanity
of o £ Yworde . - ‘Btrange geeming paradoxs-'No. -
tleﬁself can be reduccd:to unpreten~ '

“tﬁe”PGISJan E:nphet Was ‘aoafined
.nalgrlflcﬂnn part of tae Turkish
o .burn through a heavily sihisud-
1e emerge 1o breéath ch‘s air and’
58 varlous Wastemn pdrts o; e

ml-

mplete: rualinatlon of bt;cngtn in
wig sbationary cent*@._ Suech:. ig. the.
»adzna Unlf1°r utters “u word, 0¥ Gon-
nd,movement Of‘h pot“nt o“dar are set
“tobality . :
'ward ity 12 1ﬁa foc tae rcal zatlion of
impocslol g waly al rellglon
: _ imeall” uwlievcrs in uhc on¢ Divine
Lo Ll;e must unlte - plaE that inake for a Jruythmic Rarmony.
-~ of races and; *elhg YO atothe: ‘moentum has been cet going, it
] 7 2 ciby with every new soul Wio -joing
me will'aurely come waenr all ihe
s caught in- thejoy-voptex. of &
odly-Gouwa“d Swing shall leave no

'E;%qulbscence;;'
o poweriof uO

*élous 0&810 princzplcs and tOW&AQE

o hoadnand pe G
*A11 He reaﬁ_a; “ﬁz 4he ingpi ed eraian twﬁcﬂlngv. 4nd thsse have aleo
' )T Us: B$dn ttered;pj your Yeaders .of India, and par-
SEroup ‘j he Devalaya Socie»y scand a8’ lo-

: when agr»cmenus must e catered up
cg- --and the_-unlt.od whilles of" u‘xe ¢,¢r*ants Qf
13 *_. ' quota tor the Servide 6f God.*.
Today_noghang happenad worth rﬁcordaag, only thc cool breeze Wd;beﬂ
U-J.I'C)U.g_,l'l U’l\. NQst T ' bled, 1o
1lvd
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Home of Baha'o'llab, Acca, byria
July 35, 18l4

Dear Friendsi=-

A telegram from the Beloved to lirza Jzlal brought the wished-for
nzws. *Tell Mirza Anmad to present nimself  tomorrow with the carrisge.
Abbas.%This telegram was handed to me last night, and it imparted rosl
Joy and happiness, for what greater vlessing can one imagine in this
world than to be near the Master as much @nd as long as possible! One
may endure stoically the pain of separation, but it ie mest difficult
to get over it, Here and there you find peaple who suffer greatly be~
cause they are away from their loved oncs, then how much more must one
suffer if he is separated from his Divine Beloved One! After all that
is written and sald, the ILove of God is the most precisus object to
possess in this world, hecause it soothes the paine and tortures and
consolee the bruised and the broken-hearted. If one dges not posecss
the Love of God, but possesses the wealth of & Rockefeller of a Carne-
gie, it availeth him not. The results of thz Love of God ought ta he
vranglated into the life of each individual . They are not glittering
generalities but concrete, practical demongtrations of clean morality
and honesty, righiesouness and keeping one's promises and being kind to
one's neighbor--which neighbor is fast becoming to ke considered the
world at large.

With joyous elation beating at tae door of my heart, becauss
1 vas going to meet the Beloved of my life today, I got up very sarly
this morning. A small handbvag containing only my writing materials was
all that I carried with me, Descending the lourtain, I saw Isfandeyar
nad prepared his carriage, ready to start. Bui I was swrpriscd and
after a moment delighied to Know that the Greatest Holy Leal and the
Blessed Mother (the wife of the Beloved) were also going %o Acca in
the same carriage. At first 1 felt a bit awkwerd and more ill at ease
beczuse I had never travelled with Persian ladies in a carriage, and
were it not for the command of the Master, the proper etiquette to have
followed was to postpone my trip or go on the train, However, I was in-
clined to do neither; first, the morning train had alrsady left and be-
side it had never responded to my imaginatinon of the way one should
travel in the Holy Land; second, the Master nad clearly stated in toe
telegram that I must go with the carriage; thirdly, since my arvival
in Heifa I have always longed to g£o Yo Acca in a carrigge-=-6riving slow-
1y on the curved golden shore. Fourtinly, 1 way never [ind anolhey dmnce
in this wide world to be s0 near two of the most blessed women ol ibe
Pahal Csuse. Would you not have blamed me if 1 had followed the Orient-
al etiquette in refusing to go with them? Howcver, veside myseld thnere
was iirza Noneer, the son of the brother of Banalto'llah. When ifue care
riage started on ite drive, I looked back to the Mountain, and I saw the
dim outline of Badi Effendi standing on the porch of the Nest and hold-
ing &« mirror in his hand, which in turn reflected into space the raye
of the sun--z revolving flash of strong lignt--a sign and symvel of farc.
well, 1 waved back my handkerchief to him, and as we turned around thue
gtreet he dieappeared from my view; but the beautiful light of hig lov-

ing farewell will ever remsin in the chamber of my heart. At last the
cafriage was ouf of the crooked, small streets and was drivimg on the

firm sand of the horse-shoe Bay of Acca., The white, dancing waves
w#shed continually the wheels nearest the shore; on tine other eide the
tzll palm groves stretched as far as our eyes could see; the wany sonda
nills were as white as snow, long lines of camels and donkeys, laden
with grain and vegetablee and merchendise wendegd their way toward Acca
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and vice~versa. Behind you the sacred Mount of God, projeciing out of
tne blue, wss vathed in the light of the gloriouws worning sun; at the
¢end of the Bay, the city of Acca, like a sleeping giant, was protruding
clear out of the ocean., WMomentarily my thoughts went back to the time
wnen Baha'o'llah, His Family and Companiorm were rowed over from Halfa to
Acca over ihe same Bay that I was beholding this morning. What did He
think that day a8 He looked at the forbidding Fortress of Acca? What
were His thoughte as regards the future of the Cause for the propagation
of which He had suffered persecution, exile after exile and tuis last

and worst of all the exiles in the history of mankind? Then 1 thought

of the long line of the footwsore pilgrims who travellad for menths and
monthe, over mountaine and Saharas of Asia, and who walked on the shore
of this sea, whoee very blessed feet touched this golden sand~-ta gai

a glimpse of the lInspired Man of the 19%th Century and 1if possible to
listen to His Words of Wisdom and Knowledge! What were their aspiram-
tions? What was the motive force that compelled them to wander willinge
ly over vast stretches of Oriental Wildernesgses and degerts and come to
Acca to behold the Face of Baha'o'llah? You may c¢sll it 'Faith,' ‘YHeaven=
ly Vision,' the 'Love of God,' the 'New Birth,'--but in the final analy-
gig it remains a psychologicsl myetery, gomwething of the nature of the
fourth dimention about which the mathématiciane are too prone to spsc-
ulate but the truth of which they are unable to fathom.

How short-sighted ie man! Here I was day-dreaming while the actual
reality~-the Greatest Holy Leaf--the one who has shared the Blegsed
Perfections! exiles and sufferinge, wae sitting so near me. Why shouldrt
1 ask a few questions from her about their trip from Haifa to Acca? But
I felt ashamed, and diffident . I could not ask her in a direct manner.,
‘Whet could 1 do? The carriage was rolling on, the time was flying and

w

I must cpeak with her. Then I remembered Mirze Moneer sitting beside
me, and I whispered to bBim my question; he repcated it in turn to the
Greatest Holy Leaf, and in this indirect way communication was estab-
ligshed., The unwritten etiquette demands that I should appcar as not
listening, nor must I be bold enough to look toward her. According to
the rule she is talking with Mirza Moneer and not to me, and were we ih
a place where I could nok hear her sweet, slow volce, he was the cne

to repeat to me what she said. I could not heer all that she said, but
this ie what I gathered from hor interesting recital i-

"1t was in all probability the sccond month of the summer when one
aarly morning the steamer anchored off the shore of Haifa. Altogethey
we were 77 person®. After sunrise we landed at Haifa, and hardly thrce
or four hours had passed before g large sailing boat was orought inte
commisseion by the authorities, in which they were going to carry us over
te Acca. The baggage was taken on board, and imrediately afterward all
sf us were taken, It wag about 4 p.m. when we reached Acca. As there
was no landing pler, the boat went as near the shore as possible. Sorme
of t“he bellievers waded through the water to the beach;, others were car-
ried on the backs of the Arabs., Toward the 1=t they Ybrougnt .. chair
in which the Blewsed Perfection sat, and the believers conveyed it to
the suore. Soon we were surrounded by nunerous soldiers and commanded
t¢ march to the barracks. The weather was emtrermely hot, the waler was
bad, the prison ration coarse black bread that in those very dayw many
of us felt sick, and it was not long afterward when everyone became ill,
excapt the Master and another Yeliever, snd these¢. iwe nurssd them ithou.
1 remember ole night we procured with much difficulty a little rice.
Wosn it was prepared, we did not know how to divide it amongst uo many
believers, and -ve became very hillarious over it and laughed 2loud. Then
ong ¢f our fellow-prisoners reminded us that we must not laugh so lsud,



ccause the jailere might hear and wonder what kind of prisoncrs sre
these people, that while they are in jall they appesr to bve so nappy!
In the first month two of us died, and we had no money %o pay for their
funeral expenses, 80 we¢ sold one remaining rug. This money, was also
pocketed by the officials, and the two bodies thrown together in a nole
oubside of the town. In the beginning, no one was allowed to lcave the
Barracke without being accompanied by two or four guards. Bul after six
months and a year, when they saw that not a soul ever tried to escape,
they gave us greater freedom and the friends could go out in the Bazaar
to buy things, cither followed by one soldier or none.- - -" "lncon-
eciously once or twice 1 looked up and saw her heavenly face--the sweet-
cat, the most refined and gentle face of a woman that has drunk the
bitter polson of sufferinge and gorrows but leaving behind no mark of
ite Dbitterness! Calm, serene, gracious, soft, peaceable, marciful ,it
wad the noble countenance of a Madonna. Her most pronounced characber-
istics are mildnees, meekness and a quict, tender love for all the DBa-
hais. Her love for all mankind is pure, unassuming and sincere, mani-
festing itself always in the form of actual service. Her eyes--1 think
they were brown-~spoke sympathy and compassion. As I looked inbto her
cyes, 1 saw they were alive with the fire of interest and glowing fauth.
I caught the gleam and felt a0 strong, so deliciously happy to be in
the same carriage with the daughter of Baha'o'llah. The gentle tcone of
her voice was associated in my thought with the loveliest, mosti charm-
ing music. She continued to talk, but very low, so that I could not
catch all her words clearly. A

Now that it is all past 1 cannot bvelieve that it was real! It was
a golden page out of the emerald book of Time. As 1 am writing it now,
1 feel the ecstasy of ite glory and am transfused with the sweetnesg of
its memory. This celestial experience will be an inspiratvion in all my
future career, and when 1 want to think of the Ideal Vioman, I shall
think and dream of her,

When I stood in the presence of the Beloved, he asked abouly the
nealth of the believers. I told him that three pilgrims had arrived in
his absence, two Arabe from Egypt, and a Persian Turk from Van, near
Tabriz. He told me because he expected to stay only two days in Acca,
he did not take me with him; but no sooner had ke found out that he
is golng to stay longer, than he sent for me. Then seversl strangsrs
called on the Beloved, and conversed with him on the latest local news.

Every Sunday afternoon, all the Accas believera go to Bahajee to
visit the Tomb of the Blessed Perfection. The Master had ordered Is-
fandeyar to take firet the Dbelievers in kis carriage, and thencome for
him. About 3 p.m. he came down and sat in the reception room, abscried
in thought., After a few minutes, he said: "I must go to the Barracks
to return a vigit to the Commander. Yestarday he and his five adjut-
ants called on me. He is very talkative.® After an hour, he returned,
and with four othsr believere he rode in the carriage. On the road to
Bahajee, several detachments of soldiers were being drilled by the of~
ficers. The Master, looking at them, said: “Wilitary rules are far
woree than prison rules. These soldiers are in reality prisoners. They
are restricted in all their affairs. They cannot deviate one hair's
breadth from prescribed rules. They are circumscribed in their cating,
sleep1n§ and walqu%. They are no% at all free. Imagination rules over
the world of humanily. These men are prisoners in evérything save the
name. Because they are called 'soldiers'! and are supmoned to dafend
wnat the demagogues call the 'fatherland', they willingly go through
all these hardships. If someone should tell them that they are prison-
ers, they would not be able to stand it one month. It is szaid that =2

man did not leave his house for many yesrs . Hig friends often ingisted
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" that he should leawe thﬁ house for ‘onie day, but they did not succeed Then
someone. amongst them Baid: 'I will do sowething and he will leave thy
house most’ willingly ' - The others thought this quite imposeible. 'All
- right,'. he Baidy ' ‘walt and:gee!" Next.day he called on the old man.,
After the preliminaryxinqurries about his health, he said: My friend!
I am very sorry to- impart’ to.'you very sad news. 1 have just heard that
& Firman. is received from the Sublime Porte ingtructing the Governor
that under no circumstancea mist you be allowed to leave Syria.' The
0ld man became’ very much:. agitated, and rising from hnis .seat cried, in-
dignantly: ‘%1 have done nothing to merit this punishment. I may like
ta go to. Egypt or other: placee.. I will noew go and see the Governor
about 1t.' - Ard inmediately he was out ‘in the: street. Then his friends
surrounded him and explained tq him the joke played upon him.- ~ -How
ignorant .are- the péople!’ .They are willing to forfeit their possessions,
honor, wealth, property and even life in the path of their country, but
unwllling to- perform any. aaarifiee in the path of God, The battle-
fields of the world have. been crimsoned with the blood of willions of
soldiers, 'all to no purpose, Today no one knows their names. But when
one soul sacrifices his. life in the Path.r of God, his name becomes
. eternal. Consider how precious is the blood of the martyrs} « - =" He
- gpoke about other- aubJects £i1)’ we reached the Rest House. Here all the
believers had gathered,.but: the Beloved, alighting frow nhis carriage,
continued his ‘walk to the Blessed Tomb., The Rest-House i8 & mass of
luxuriant: vegctation -and 'flowers. The tall trellis contains hundreds of
vunches of grapes, hanging down over one's head, and which will be ripe
in a few daye. After drinking tea, all the bellerers redorted to the
Tomb, and the Master chanted the Visiting Tablet in a very slow voice,
hardly above a whisper. It was a most delightful, spiritual experience!
¥Froz the Tomb, the carriage took us ‘to the beautiful Rizwan. Abdul
Gasom was there before-hand to.greet the Beloved.. He visited the room
in which the Blessed Perfection lived, and stood most reverently before
the chair on which He sat. Then walking around the garden, he came out,
where ¥e met a number. of: :Zoroagtriansbelievers, with trays of grapes

in their handa‘ ?or the first timn ‘Ne enjoyed the grapes of this sea-
-1 v ¢ % o o .
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‘Ahmad Sohrab.




Home of Bana'o'llah, Acca Syria
July 6, 1914

Dear Friendg:-

From Haifa to Acca is a ten mile drive:along the lovely beach round
the Bay. The views of Carmel as the pilgrim looks back from the window
of 'the train or the carriage are very attractive and fine. First the an-
cient river, the River Kishon, is crossed; thell the travellexr entsrs the
great plain of Acca. The Nahr Na-man, anciently Belus, is afterwards
¢crossed, and soon a great hill is seen to the right, where Napolecn
planted hie batteries when bvesieging Accz in 1700. During the Jlourney,
one might notice the beautiful shells which are abundant on the beach.
Amongst these are specimens of the murex, from which the Tyrians extraci
ed their far-famed purple dye.

Acca, otherwise Acoho, Ptolemais, or Acre, or St. Jean d'Acre, hns
always played an important part in the history of Syria in particular
and the world in general. The fortifications are very elid, dating back
into dim history, but they are now quite out of repair, as in several
places the wall is destroyed, the cannon rusted with age, thrown peill -
mell here and there, and its feme ap an impregnable fortress is given
up. It ie stated that it contains 10,000 inhabitants, of whom oniy 700
are Christian. It standes on the projecting headland which forms the
northern boundary of the Bay, which curves round from MHount Carmel on
the gouth, Round and back of Acca there is a fertile plain, aboul &
miles broad, watered partially by Nahr Naman., The hills which further
north approach the sea, skirt round the plain and recede toward the
south yet farther inland toward Sephoris. Acca from its favorable geo=
graphic situation as regarde both sea and land approaches, has been
called the "Key of Palestine.” How wonderfully true this is in the spir-~
ituzl sense gleot! PFor with the dawn of this Glorious Revelation from
its horizon, it has not only become the "Key of Palestine® but the "Key
of the WOrI&,“ with which the locks of all the international provlems
are opened. : .

According to only one verse in the 0ld Testsment, Accho was allo%-
ted to Ashar, but was never conquered. It was ommonly reckoned a Phoe-
nician city. Although the town is not mentioned again in the 0ld Tes -
tament, it is noted on existing cuneifarm tadblets of the fifteenth cen-
tury B. C . Inder the Ptolemies it assumed much importance, and was
called Ptolemais, Antiochus the Great subeequently seized the city and
attached it to his Syrian dominions; it figured also in the wars of
the Maccabee Brothers, It afterwards vecams a free town, and then a
Roman colony. It is also once mentioned in the New Testament ( as Ptol-
emais) in connection with St. Paul's journey from Tyre to Caesaresa."Ard
when we had finished our course from Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, sand sa-
luted the brethren, and abode with them one day.” {Acts XXI--7)

Acca came into the full current of turbulent history in the 12th and
135th centuries, when the forces of the East and the West ¢lashed togethw
er in the name of religion under the title of the Crusades; it was taken
in 1102 and held till 1187 g8 a royal town and port of the Kings of Jer-
usalem. Retaken in 1191 from Saladin, after a famoue esiege, it was held
£ill 1291, and greatly increased in size by a new guarter on the north.
It was here that the Knights of St. John prolonged for forty three days
their gallant resistance to the Sultan Ibn Kalawun of Egypt and his im-
mense hosts. It is estimated that sixty thousand Christien citizens
and soldiers were, on that occasion slain or sold as slaves. In 1799
Napoleon besieged Acca and was prevented from taking it by the English
under Bir Wm, Sidney Smith, On the 3rd of Novemwber, 1840 , it was bom-
barded for several howrs by the allied English and Turkish fleets, when
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the explogion of a magazine destroyed the garrison and laid that part
of the town in.ruin., Fearing a similar catastrophe, they transferred,
during the Turco-~Italian ‘war, all .the powder and shella from the Maga-
zine in the town to the large cave under "*Napoleon's Hill,* at the gate
of which there is always atationed a number of guards.

After alluding t0 . the town of ‘Accho and i%s connection with the
tribe. of Asher -in Bible' history, the scarcity of allusions toc its exis-
tence in the'Scriptures, and: the Tact that ancient Ptolemais or Acca, is
linked with only one Apostolic.event, the landing of St. Paul to commenc
his last journey to. .Jerusalem, one- of the Western historians goes on to
say: “The peculiarity, therefore, of the story of Acca, lies in its
nany sieges--by Naldwin. by Saladin, %Wy Richard, by Khabil in the middle
ages; by Napoleon, by Ibrahim Pasha, and by Sir Robert Stopford, in

-later times. It is: thus; theone'city in Palestine, which has acquired
~distinot relations with- ths Western’ world of :modern history, analogous

to those of Caesarea with' the Western world of Ancient history. But

-.the singular fate which' 1t enjoyed at the close of the Crusades gives

it a special: interest never to' be forgotten by those who in the short
space of an hour's: walkfcgn pags round its broken walles. Within that
narrow circuit--between the Saracen srmies on one side, snd the roar aof
the Mediterranean Sea .on the other~«was cooped up the remnant of the
Crusading Armies, after.they had been driven from every other part of
Palestine.. Nithin that circuit the 'Kinge of Jerusalem! and Cyprus, of
the house -of: Lusignan; :the Princes of Antioch, the Counte of Tripoli
and Sidon; the gréat masters 'of the Hospital, the Temple, and the Teu-
tonic Orders; the Republics of Venice, Genoa and Piga; the Pope's Le-
gate; the Kings of France. and?England, assumed an independent command .
Seventeen tribunals exercised the power of life and death! All the eyes

of Burope were then fixed on:that epot. Acre contained in itself a com-

plete miniature of feudal- ‘Europe and Latin Christendom.* Aside from
all these historical interests, the greatest world drama of universal
religion hses been acted here; the. Supreme Manifestation of Universal
Pesce has raised His clarion Voice from here, and Abdul Baha, the focal
centre of good will and aympathy towards all mankind, is living here

Today the Beloved dii not Bhow himself to the believers except for
a few minutes, but his hours during the day were monopolized by the

stream of callers, from the Y¥ofti to other officials and citizens who
were conducted to his ‘#Qem upstaire. It seems the true ruler of Acca
"is the Master, for they come to him with all their complaints and expect

him to redreea and wet . them right.

(Mo eignature on this)




- v~ ——

'Home of Bahalo'llzh, Accs, Syria.
July 7, 1914

Dear Friende:iw '
The tranalation of & comprehensive Tablet revealed to Nr.Bannerjee,

-the founder of the Devalaya SoOciety in Calcutta, may constitute fitting

contribution to the Bahal world from the Blessed Home of Baha'o'llzh,
where at this time and hour the Torch of Guidance ie held aloft by Aodul
Baha--the Illuminator of hearts and soule. He writeg: -

"G thou wooer of Reality! His Highness the Merciful One hath caused
the appearance of the splendors of love and Affinity in the world of
Humanity, so that the individuals of mankind might be perfecily united
and the raye of Unity be revealed amongst the children of men. Hence
He sent forth the Holy Manifestations, inspired their hearts with the
contexts of the Heavenly Booke and inatituted Divine Religions;: in”order
that these sanctified Personages, these revealed Books, these Religions
of God might bvecome the means of Unity and Accord, Love and Good-fellow-
ship in the human world.,

“Should we study the Divine Religions with the perception of Truth,
we would then conclude that their underlying principle is the One Raali-
ty. All the Religions of God are the Realify. Reality does not accept
multiplicity and division. But alas! that the fundamental Reslity is
laid aside and forgotten and a catalogue of creeds, dogmas and rites
have taken its place which are the basis of difference, the cawe of
hatred and prejudice and the reason of warfare and bloodshed. Therefore
the Original Aim as regards the sppearance of the Holy Manifestations
and the establishment of the Religions of God is totally forpgotten and
quite neglected.

"Waen this impenetratable gloom--that is the gloom of the traditions

of the forefathers and ancestors--surrounded the world and the pristine,
primal Light of the Divine Religione was changed into darkness of the
ideas of men, then the true Morn dawned and the Sun of Reality arose
from the horizon of Persia, reflecting in the mirror of the world of
humanity the Effulgence of the Heavenly Unity. Thus He (Baha'o‘llah)
destroyed the foundation of the structure of blind dogmas, and human-
made creeds and rituals which are the results of ignorant prejudices.
It is owing to this fact that this Light is spreading with the greatest
rapidity in all the countries of the world. : The influence of these Di-
vine Teachings in the heart of the world is similar to the influence of
the Spirit over tile bodies.

“Consequently through the Breaths of this Divine Spirit, the fol-
lowers of the different religions in Persia have rent asunder the veil
of superstitions, are freed from the effect of unenlightened doctrines
and have attained to the Beloved of Reality. These antagonistic Falths
are united with the bond of perfect Love and Amity. For this reason
great meetings are orgenized, in which are represented Mohammedans,
Christians, Jews, Zoroastrians and now and then Buddhists and likewise
various nationalities, such as Turke, Arabs, Farsees, Persians, Kurds,
English, French and Americans, who associ ate and mingle with each other
i1ike unto brothers. S8imilar unto the sherp of God they are grazing in
the meadow of Truth under the protecting staff of the Heavenly Shepherd.

“Shouldst thou reflect with the insight of Reality, thou wilt ob-
serve that these antigquated and superannuated dogmas have ever been the
cause of massacre and carnage amonget nations and peoples.

Ag this cycle is the cycle of sciences, there must needs be New
Teachings, a New Revelation is required and a New Life is wanted. The
minds and the hearte refute the veracity of mncient opinions. Jew_Tdeals
are called for and Kew Principles sre urgently demanded wkich may Tfi1l
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the requirementa of this a,ge ba* as the splrlt of thie century and as
the Light of this: period. _

*Search, labor, imwestigate wbrk ‘and ghow extraordxnary effort,se
that the Centre of the: Light ot‘ Reallty like unto the Witnesw of Love
may become revealed in-the’ aasemblage of mankind. Arise thou with such

ivi

Heavenly Power and such: cdnfirmatlon as %o move and stir that
great continent of India : .

“Upon thee e greeting.andsp
" {Signed)  'ABDUL BAHA AWBAS .

Another important Tablet to a New York Bahax is as follows: "0 thou
wino art firm in the Covenant!: Thy letiter was received. According to the
clear texts of the Book of Akdap and: the explicit contents of the Book
of the Coverant; "Abdul Baha 1§ the . Interpreter of all the Words and Book
of the. Blessed Perfectxon, and not only the Book of Akdas . This ques -
tion ig ¢lear and evident to those who are informed with the writings
and Tableis (of ‘Baha'o'llah .) .Were this not ‘the case, every one would
have given ang integpretation ascordlng to his own inclination and con-
sidering his own interpretation -preferable to the interpretation of
others, and this would naturally lead to great difference. LI some one
intreprete one verse of the Verses of God and his interpretation is not
approved by Abdul Baha, it.is.not asuthnoritative. Now is 1 not the time
of interpretation. Thia is thé time of teaching. All the velievers
must unloose the’ tongue ‘0f teaching the Cause of God. JFor teaching is
the means of guidance of all the -inuaditante of ithe earth; teaching is
the ‘canee of illuminaxlon of mankind; teachin ng is conducive to Lhe en-
LIGHTENMENT of the world of ‘humanity; feaching im promotive of the con-
firmations of the, Breathe of" tne Holy Bpirit. This is the most great
affair! But if a soul on reading ome of the Elessed Verses utters an

xplanation which does not harm the Cause, do not oppose him; for his
telk is based on explanation (elucldatlon) and not on interpretation.

"Upon thee be. Baha El Abha!

(8igned) ~ABDUL BAHA ARBAS !
Another Tablet to ‘8 Brooklyn Believer is as follows:-

"'hy letter was received., From its.contenits it became evident that,
praise be to God, the Lights of the: Kingdom are spreading, the souls are
listening to the Word, ‘the eleepy ones' are bwoming awakened and the
blind ones areé receiving sight'.  Thie news imparted joy.

“Poday the Power of the Kingdaom grants victory to those souvls who
are confirmed in the service and are the cause of the guidance of the
people. The person who is ' a herald %o the Divine Kingdom is like unto a
lamp, and the 'souls who: poseese high ideals are like the moths. When
the lamp is ;gnited unqneatlonably 21l the moths gather around ii.There-
fore as much as you are able summon the people to the Xingdom «f God~-
thus you may become favored at the Threshold of His Holiness Baha's'llzh,

Thie morning the.beloved ¢alled a number of the believers into his
presence., We-sat there silent‘for ‘ten of: fifteen minutes, but he did
not say a word. He wae preoccupied ‘and now and then his eyes were shut.
Then we left him, oppressed ‘with a feeling. that the Master was sud and
for zome reason of which we had no knowledge. The two Arab believers

- arrived last night from Haifa, ‘and had the supreme privilege of meeting

the YMaster., They left’ again thia: mornlng, and will stay till the BLloveu

roturnsg, which ‘may not be very - far off. I am very happy here, because I

sleep. and work ‘in’ the room where Feasts . were held in the Preseance
/ﬂ%&&h@’was at the time the room of

or walking to and froc The air 1s full of his wonderful 8pir1t Oh! I




Home of Baha'o'llah, Acca Syrin,
July 8, 1914
Dear Frlends-

The difficulties that the early Bahais had to go through in Acca
remind one always of the Apostolic Time, and how the early Christians
were subjected to the utmost ignominy and death. This gave thiem that
irrestible faith which carried before it every obstacle, however insu=-
perable it might appear, Filled with the Love of Christ, tbey carried
His Divine Gospel to the uttermost corners of the earth. They had seen
the Glory of the Son, and were fired with enthusiaem to share this know-
ledge of salvation with the members of the human family. Similarily
these early Bahais, filled with the Love of Bahato'llah, willingly
nailed all mammer of hardships and sufferings in order to behold His
Face and perceive His Glory. Many pilgrims at the end of their long
journey were not permitted to enter the town, and after making fuiile
attempts all day they were forced to spend the nights in the cemetery
and go on hungry. If they were caught in the act of entering the town.
Gdisguised as Arabs, they were arrested, thrown iAto jail and severely
punished . While Baha'o'llah was s8till incerated, with the others, in
the Barracks, every Friday noon Abdul Baha, zccompanied by a number of
irienda, walked out toward the Mosque. Two or four guarde folliowed
- them in the distance, While in the Mosque, one or two pilgrims who had
waited a long time would quietly join, the Master's party and return to
the prison, without anyone noticing the difference. Now and then the
believers disguised themselves as Arab porters, and carried on their
heads the huge bundles deliberately arranged by the friend who went
every day to the Bazaar to buy things for the Holy Family. Such pil-
grims were kept in the prison for two or three, ox the utmost nine
days, and met Bahdi'o'llah as many times as possible, and receiving His
ingtructions .and divine teachings, slipped off in the same manner s
they had entered. Often they carried Tablets from Bzha'o'llsh for the
bellievers in different parts of the Orient, and diffvsed the Fragrances
of the New Spiritual Awakening.

When the Blessed Perfection was still imprisoned in the Barracks,
there was living in Acca a man by the name of Sheikh Malhmoud. IHe was
the Moftl of the town. He wes a combination of opposite qualities. He
wag a learned man, as well as an adept in horsemanship. He had & power-
ful physique and a quick mind., From the heginning, he tried to oppose
the Causée and harm the believers. One day while Abdul Bahua was lesv-
ing the Mosque, he blucked hig path and raieing hie cloged threatening
fist high in the air, he cried aloud, 80 that everyone might hear:Mirt
thou the Son of God?* The Master gently reninded him: "Does not Mo -

hammed command: ‘Respect the guest, even though he should be an infidel .o

Sheikh Mahmoud repeated his question in a menacing manner. The Beloved,
locking into his eyes most affably, gave hin the sume answer. He was
melted down bvefore the heat of the Sun of Truth, and letting hie hand
fall beside him, left the scene very quietly. This Sheikh Manmoud of -

ten related to his friends that his father had told him the Promised One
would be brought to Acca and imprisoned there; but he never thought that

the arrival of Baha'o'llah in the Barracks was the fulfillment. He
lived in a house severz2l miles out of Acca. One early morning, while
he was standing nesr the window of his room, he luooked toward Acca and
paw very clearly the Blessed Perfection beckonlng to him with hiz hand:
"Come, Sheikh Mahmoud! ™ He repeated this command twice more, and tue
vision paseed away, Sheikh Mahmoud rubbed his eyes and could see noth-
ing but open space. He was so impressed with thieg vision that he rode

fis horse and hastened to the town. Entering the Barracks precipitately,
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. went directly into the Presence of Baha‘'o'llah, and kneeling down on
ne floor he said: "My Lord! My Lord! I have come . Thou hatst called
24® Then the Blessed Ferfection raised him from the ground =nd epoke
t¢ him very affectionately. From that time on, he was a staunch and
faithful Bahal, and facilitated the visits of the Pilgrimg in divers

woys. Once 3 pllgrim was forbidden entrance into the town. When Sheikh
Mahmoud heard about it, he went out in the evening and brought hin in

by the underground aqueduct. The next morning, he dressed him like an
Arab and put in his hand a lantern to be carried in front of him, =znd
started off for the barracks. This pilgrim stayed with Baha'o'llah sev-
eral days and when he left, he carried with him seventy Tablets.

Ancgther charming little story: When the Book of Akdas was Tre-
vesled, the believers observed that everyone was commanded t¢ have
trade or a profession, and that work is considered as worship. Ths
first person who obeyed thie Command was Abdul Baha. At the time,there
was a mat-weaver in Acca, by the name of Hajl Ali, and for several mwthe
the Master went to him and learned the art of mat-weaving. Several mats
were made with his own blessed hands, and they tell me some of these are
in the possession of the Greatest Holy leaf,

This morning the Beloved came down late, and went out intoc the
town to pay calle on various officisls, because as 1. underst&nd it ,he
will leave tomorrow for Haifa,

In the afternoon, the carriage was ready, the Beloved was driven
to Bahajee to vieit {the Blesped Tomb of the Glorigus Father., ¢€n the
way, he spoke on casting away the robe of self and putting on the gar-
ment of Selflessnese, humility and evanescence. "Man must be frecd from
every material tie and seek the Path of the Kingdom. He must not look
backward; he must look forward, not downward but heavenward. Praising
oneself ls the sign of selfishness. Commanding otners is the passport
to the realm of spiritual progress. Here is a man who spesks very few
words, but he is working all the time and attending to all hie duties;
there is another man who site down, talks continually and boasts of hnis
past achievements,."

In the Garden of the Tomwb, he eat quietly and prayed for several
minutes; then coming out, he visited the Garden of the Rest-House and
spoke with the gardener, Ags Mehdi, telling him what to do {¢ increase
the steck of his flora., '"Man®, he gaid, ™"nust be tirelees in his ef-
fort. Once his effort is direocted in the proper channel, if he does not
succeed today he shall spucceed tomorrow. Effort in iteelf ie one of the
noblest traites of human character. Devotion to one's .calling, effort
in its speedy execution, simplicity of Spirit and steadfaetncss througn
all the ups and downs, are the hall-marks of success. A person charac-
terized with these attributes will gather the fruits of his labor and
obtain the happiness of the Kingdom."

It was after sunset when we reached home. All the believere were
awalting the Beloved's arrival. Although he felt very tired, om account
of the exertion of the day, yet he summoned the friends to hxa YOO up-
stairs-~the room of Baha'o'llah, He gave a very short talk zbout hie
Western trip, and expressedgreat longingz for the solitude of tue dosury,

where ng one may be found. Then he dismissed us with a gentlie wave o
his hand, As I descended the stairs, I could not help but tuink of Lhwe

great change that has come over Lthe Cause since tae dayes of Baha'o'llahy
Spiritiually and many of ue physically, we did not exist in thoss daye

out now here 1 am, living and working in the very same Home where the
Great Manifestatlon lived and worked! Who could ever dream that we
wauld all be so fortunate and unworthy ss we sre, be sormitted Lo shavs
in tie Heavenly Bounties of the Lord of lHooie!

Ahmad Sonrab .



Banai West, Fount Carmel, Hnifs, Syrie.
July 9, 1914,
Dear Friends:-

Before leaving Accsa this afferncon, Lie Beloved cams down and
called all the friends into the reception room. He did ast wani uocm
1o go to the station, but he would bid them farewell , tiere. Ho Told
tuerm how he longed to stay all the time in Aceca, bzoause 1t is ke tin-
tre; that his heart doee not find complete rest and composurs save in
Acza, that his gpirit is always in Acca no matter whers he is, 1aun hg
nuntinued: "The gquiniesgence of the matter is that under the protecilam
i toe Blessed Perfection we have spent our days in thiv Wosd Gyreai Fri-
son. We listened to His Heavenly Teachings, we witncssed His dondenug
Werke, we beheld Hig Divine Majesty and became thie recipients of Lis
inexhaustible Favors. 1t was slso targugh His Hsly Power Lhot we were
ruinforced %o bear £ll the sufferinge and persccuticrns in His Paulby
othorwise we could not have stood th»ir welght for ong day . Humen
powery unaided by the Divine Spirit caanet sustain triale snd srdsuls.

I regret mest excaedzngly that wp to this time I have heen wnakle o
voendey one worthy service to the Cause of Uoed and the belicevers ol the
¥eyoiful, I confess my own shortcomings:' alihough fyom a ganeral =tand-
point ng man can render adequate ssrvice at thoe Diviane Tureshoeld, Tadey
tue Influence of the Cause of God is felt in all parte of the world,
and tuere are thousands and tens of thousands of believers vhy relex

tuelr affairs to me for adjustment. Now considey hoe difficult i* iz to
atiend to all those and give persenal advice 1o cach, rherffa 1 Yy
nf the Wievers of God, ¢upecially thoss who huve been the O smzwuxuna
51T the Blessed Perfection in this Most Great Prigon, not to lock uporn
the shortcomings, but look upon avery man frow the standpoint of divire
Kercy and Grace. Were it passible for me, I would willingliy and preoud-
1y have become a servant to each one af the friends .- ~ ~Bahatotllah
nas assured ug8 that this Cause will transcend every 4if{lcud by and wiil
rise above every persecution, bdut this conditicn will not be veaelized
cxsepd through the self-sacrifice and infinite wisdom of ‘ne beliovers
of God. - - ~Becauese tulg is the Divine Cauee, pocple in  a3l) parie of
the world are erecting walla of obstruciiun to ninder ite onward moreR. o
Tuesg obeiructlions are not two ox ten or Iifty; they are numersus. - « -
Eere ne spoke most feelingly about tlelatest cutbrazak of fanaticism in
Peroia against the Bahals in Teheran, Yaxd and Xermanshahan, and how in
¢ash of said cities the Ulemas nave cxeited the mob 1o kill the bgliev-
cyas znd plunder thelr properties, and how they have ascuonded the pulpiis
and dencunced all the Bahails as infidels and pulytheiste. Thep lwe aom -
yinuaed: *In short, wy &im is this, The Blessed Cause is surrounded oy
tineatening dangers on all sides. During His Life time, Baha' L';lah
cducated us, trained us and cncircled us with His Sountics and Favoers,
g6 that we might protect this Light of the manifest Cause which lius Luau

lignted by the Hand of the Almighty in this dark world, accordinz to

abil ¥ We mus e ur y Aau nic Moaven
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cirveims tances. This is the plain duty of every Bahai, stnorwise ther
w111 remain no 8ign or trace of the Movement. Wnile His Holiness 17 L.y»
med lived in Aratia) one day His Iollowers csre $0 him and asked; ‘Wax
Xualid, whn lived many years befaore Thes, a Pao;nﬁ"?' Wohammed answeyad
'Yiet e was a great Prophet, and He instituted many Laws; but afser

iz death His followers grew lukewarm and lost tneir leadevis onioy
agw, andl thus the Light becams extlinct,

Lo

ain

e faith was notl Doy atad and
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Vihe Standard of Truth wee not unfurled.' Similarly, if we do not pre-
ct the Cause, if we are not selfwsacrificing, if we do not think of
e progrese of these ideals, 1if we do no give up cverxyining Jor Lie

CRR

LY
e
ti
pest interest of Truth--the Light willtecome sxtinct, especially aluow
mne.

("f,uw.

"0 ye beloved friends! The spiritual’ Forces are with us, ithe Divine
Angels are supporting us, the Favors »f the Blessed Perfection =sre anll
eround us, the Confirmations of the Holy Spirit are hovering above our
neads, the invisible cohorts are continually assisting ust! If we do not
labor and work in these days, then on what days shall we labor and
work? TFirst of all I shall pray in my own behalf, then on behalf ¢f
cvery one of you--so that you may ve under the Protection of the Al-
mlghty! May you be the servanie of the Cause! MNay you be the victor-
ious hosts of God's Revelation! May you sacrifice your lives in His
Path! Iet us strive by day and by night, surge like untc & waving zes,
reoar like unto a fearless lion, move like unto the velociiy of the winde
and serve and spread theCause of Baha'o'llal according to the best of
our ability, Praise be to God, we are all beneath the Shade of the Bes-
tovals of the Blessed Perfection. He has sclected us from amongst all
the natione of the world, snd Wought us with Him in this prison, and
made us cow-sharers in His trials and eufferings. If we thank Him =&
hundred thousand times at every momen%t, we have not praised Him suffi-
ciently. The duration of our lives is only a few days. Consider, when
we entered thie prison we were about 72 persont, but now only a few of
us are left behind. We will aleo pasg away.- - - -" His eyes were shut
and now and then his voice was more like a whisper, so that I could
hardly catch the worde. Then desmcending the stairs, he cautioned that
no one should come down. All the believers felt so strongly the paweyr
and the appeal of His talk., He left them amidst a great, disconcerting
silence. He rode on his donkey to the sitation. I way walking behind
the little animal. Another believer had the reins in hie hand. After
a few minutes waiting, the train pulled out of the station for Haifa.
Descending from the train, he got into a public carriage and was driven
to the house. In the evening, because all the friends were gathered in
the garden in the expectation of seeing him, he came out and stood at
the top of the swhire, and regested them to excuse him for thic evening,
because he ig very tired; But they were all invited to come tomovyaw
morning, and have +thdr te¢a in his Holy Presence.

Shougi Effendi and RKouni, with about a dozen of the Bahal students,
arrived yesterday from Beirut. Every one has bteen successful in nie ex-
aminations, end they have come here for their vacations with flying coi-
ors. The girl students have also returned, but they are in the Androuns
of their parents, and no one has so much as the ghost of a chiance to see
or talk to them, even a word, I bYelieve, when they are in the Collops,
they are given greater freedom and exercise more social libverty; but
here conditions are changed, and they must live in accord with the re-
ligious scruples of the people. They tell me they are quite advanced in
their studies, and thir professcrs are pleased with them.

This morning the Beloved called me into his own blessed presence,
and pointed out a seat for me near hie bed, I translated to him seve
eral letters just received from Europe and. America. Their angwers were
postponed to some more cppportune time. Then he went out to pay a nunbay
of visits to the officials and other citizene, previous to his depart-
ure for Haifa. On his return, he stopped for half an hour in the recep-
tion room and entertained us with a number of Turkish anecdotes. Again
we are in Haifa, not knowing how long we will stay before leaving for
another direction. Badl Bffendi Bushrui is my constant friend. While I
am in the Home of the Beloved he stays in my Nest. He is busy writing
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V5 fine pamphlet on the Banal Cause from the sifandpoint of the bBeyan,
" guoting numerous versee from this book in regard to the appearance of
"{im whom God would Manifest.”

Anmad Sohrab.
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Banali Nest Jouni Carmel, Haifa, Syvia
- July 10,1914
Dear Friends:=
This morning all the Pilgrimes and kelievers gathered in the rose-
garden of the Beloved, walking through the varicus lovely pathe, dis-
coureing on spiritusl themes and waiting for the Call of the Lord of
Service, Eventually the Call came, and the hearts responded and the
seigne of happiness appeared on every face.  One by one we entered the
room, and the Master bade us sit down, Tea and bread and cheese were
served; but all eyes were centered upon the King of Love. The talk of
the Master again concerned the dangers that surround the Cause of Cod,
and how the believers must put forth their utmoest exerticn to protect
it from the encroachments of the enemies. *Like unto the deey, we ars
surrounded from the four directions. But we are trusting in the Favor
amd Bounty of the Blessed Perfection., He will come to our succour. If
we relied upon owWr pwn powers and resources, we could not Ao  ag much
as a mosquito, but God's Confirmaticne are with us." He spoke for more
than half an hour, along these lines, 1llustrating his remarks with va-
rious apt and graphic stories. Everyone was most impressed by the ear-
neatneas of his voice and the deep conviction underlying every word he
uttered. Now he wae pleading and again authoritative; then melted by
the downpour of supreme feelings and anon counselling and advieing. 1%
was altogether a most wonderful mecting, and when we left the room,our
minde were supplied with many suggestions imparted by the remarks of
the Beloved, over which we pondered and about which we talked all day.

At noon, twelve prominent citizens of Acca and Haifa were hils guest
at luncheon, and the Master spoke to them on gpiritual subjecte, using
sundry oncrete examples out of the material life to enncble and magnify
the spiritual. YA meterisl man lets himsell be worried and harassed by
little thinge, but a spiritual man is always calm and serene under all
¢ircunstances ,” he said. In the afternoon, he received several gentle-
men of the Turkish Army, and the subject of discusesion was Militarism
ve. Peace. ,

About 5 p.m. he came out of the house. He was going to tuke a
walk through the German Colony, but as therc: were many believers-in
the garden, he sat down on the low wall of the avenue leading to the
door and bisecting the garden intoe two parts. He spoke in detail about
the two kinds of enmities-~-religious enmity and personal enmity.

"A person animated by religious enmity subjeote us to harsh {reat-
ment end persecution. By doing this he thinkes he is serving his re-
ligion, that our sufferings will be the passport leading bhim to eiernal
felicity. To such people we are moest thankful, because, though misguid-
ed in their zeal, they coneider it their religious and not perscnal bouni.
en duty to harm and villify us. On the other hand, there are our frienis
who act as strangers. The enmity of these people is selfish and person-
al. No matter how kind one has been te¢ them in the past, they forget
everything, aid srise in opposition. For example, if I say to a partic-
ular believer; *'Why did you commit such an unseemly act? Why ari thou
not upright in thy personal l1life? Why art thou telling falsehoods? Why
didest thou take money. from such and sucheoul? Wiy dost thou polluts thy
mouth with falesehoods?'«~instead of trying to follow the path of right-
eousness he will get angry and go away, joining himself wiih the faces
ol darkness and irreligion. But if I overlook all his tranegrescions
and evil sctione and tap him on the shoulder and say: "My son! Well
done!' he will probably remain with me. - - - - o one can deny the
plain fact that the association of thode souls who have deviated from
the paih of rectitude is harmful . Who will advise you to hug a serpent

to your breaet, or keep a scorpion in your sleeve? We must zvail ourselvg
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' of the association of the righteoub and withdraw our hand and mind from

the company of the wicked. Of course, if wickedness comes to us with all
its ugly appesrance, no one would think to approach it; but it generslly
assumes fair and seductive form. The more I have been patient and long-
suffering with -soem people, the more they have increased their negligence
and indifference. Because they see I overlook their sings and faults,
they add to their audacity; and little by little they come to believe
that I am ignorant of their foul deeds. They do not say that he(Abdul
Baha) is patient, oclement, loving, long-suffering, charitable, sin-
covering, forgiving. No; they do not think of these things. They
would rather -address. themselves: *See!  How clever, emart and ingenious
we are! Look!  How we managed to pocket money from this or that person!
How we misrepresented such and such a fact to him! How we kept him in
the dark concerning the reality of such and such a case!' With such or.
similar thoughts they rub their hande together in glee. - - ~-As long as
their *smartness' is confined to themselves, I let them dream these ‘
idle suppositions; but when their baleful influence starts affecting the
pristine purity of the Cause of .God, then it is time to give them a
halt! Would I not be respoasible to Baha'o%*llan if I stand aloof and
do not stop the man who with an axe in his hand is trying to unéermine
the foundation of the Religion of God? Should I utter no word and ap=
prove his destructive work? I am not interfering with the dictates of
his conscience., 'l simply say. if he desires to be a laborer in this
edifice he must build. and not destroy. If he is not pleased with this
gimple injunction, he is perfectly free to leave and leave us alone
to our work. = - =There are a number of souls who believe that God
hath created them to sacrifice their possessions, their degrees, their
honor, their weslth and their lives in the path of the Blessed Perfec-
tion, and no obstacle, however insurmountable, will keep them away from
thzs. On the other hand, there are many people who entertain the thot't
that the Bab appeared ‘endured innumerable calamaties and hardships,and
finally was martyred; that 20,000 people sacrificed their lives; that
the Blessed éerfection sacrificed Himself wunder prison aiid chain and
exiles and years of incarceration,--so that they may have & 'good time'’
eating, drinking, smusing themselves and lording over men.d - = = - =%
“How cruel and insensate & person must be to make all the ordesls
and triale of: the Blessed Perfection as stepping-stonee to the gratirfi-
cation of his growing animal appetites and putrid, sensual desires! In-
stead of these selfwesacrificing thoughts, he must think of the self-
gacrifice. of all the Bahaie, of their pure gspirituality and attraction,
of the long army of the martyrs, how the breats of the Bab became the
target of a thousand volleys how Baha'o'llah underwent all manner of
afflictions and tortures in the Path of God, how the King of the Martyrs
was cut to pieces, how‘hundreds of holy souls hastened toward the arena
of sacrifice, and how the lives of men became spiritual through the
eternal 1nfluence of thege divine heroes! Oh! that 1 mey walk in their
footsteps! Oh! that I may take a few crumbs. from their bounteous tuble!
Oht that I may acquire & thousandth part of their severance! These must
be his ideale. . ,

' Ahmad Sohrab.




Banal Newst, Mount Carmel, Haife Syria
July 11,1914
Dear Friendi- .

Two cablegrams to Londen and another to India, to adjust scveral
mattera pertaining to the Cause, were sent this morning. 1 wes in nis
loving presence only for half an hour. 1 withdrew when I saw a number
of Arabs enter the room. About 1l o'clock he cmme out. Mirza Yagoub,

& pilgrim from a village near Tabriz, was standing by in the most rev-
erent attitude. No sconer had the Beloved looked at him and smiliugly
inguired about his health than he threw himself at his feet passicnate-
1y, and while weeping and crying, begged and implored his scothing bless-
ings, Like unto a kind father the Master bent down, snd with his tender
hands lifted up the prostrate form of the supplicant. In hieg capacious
arme he locked him, one might have supposed for many minutes, whicper -
ing into his charmed ears tender, tremulous words of love and compass-
ion. What an indescribeble scene it was! What an affectionate aut-
buret of love! What & divine picture! What unutterable tenderness?t
There, doeet thou not see the Master with the eye of imagination,amidet
a profusion of flowers, standing erect and claspirg in hig sympathetie
arme the big giant of the North?

Having returned after an hour, he started for the Qrangery plant -

ed by the industrious Esmael Aga. It is situated on the eastern wing
of the Home of Truth, and bheside oranges, iemons, mandarines, etie . it
tousts of peach, apple, apricot, fig, pear and guince trees . Crapes
and e trawberries also grace the garden. Altogether it ig a lovely spot.
Before entering the garden, he beckoned me to follow him, and as 1 was
walking, he pointed out to me the different trees, picking up apples
and strawberries and offering them to me to eat snd tell him how they
tasted. He eulogized unreservedly the untiring activity and zeal of
Esmacl Aga . "Devotlon to and love for one's vocation acoomplish mira-
cles ," he said.

In the afterngon, Abbas Gobi, the guardian of the Tomb of the Rab,
was ushered into the room while I was in the Holy Presence of the Ze-
loved. Many structural needs of ihe building were discussed, the Was-
ter disposing of one by one by clear-cut, definite answers.

Lsfandeyar was ordered to have the landeau ready. After awvhile,
tne Beloved came out and called Haji Heydar Ali to accompany bhim; Shougl
Effendi wa® next and I wag the happy third. When we all sat in thoe
landeau, 1 remembered that the *Bibby Annual Journal® of 1914, sent by
¥r. Harmon, of Boston, Mass ., had arrived this morring, snd I asked Is-
fandeyar to hasten to my room and bring it. I thought it would be &
good recreation for the Master to look at its sacred pictures. However,
the Beloved thought I wae going to impose upon him some work. He turned
to Haji and said: "Thie Mirza Ahmad comes to me always with some kind
of work. What should we do with him? XEven in the lande¢au he is thirk~
ing of workl® By this time, Isfandeyar was back, and my inndcence was
establigshed heyond peradventure. As I had guessed, the Master was de-
lighted with the artistic value of some of the pictures, and several
minutes passed in this pure pastime of ™looking at the pictures ," feed-
ing the Yooular hunger" of the eyes for the beautiful . The landeau
pecsing through theGerman Colony reached the plain, skirting the feoot
of Mount Carmel. We were driven till we reached the Bahai Cemectery.
Here the Beloved alighted from the carriage and visited the Tomb of the
Great Afnan., A few hundred feet below is the famous Cave of Elijab,
over which a building, now in pertial ruin, has been constructed. Be-
cause Baha'c'llah had been there several itimes, each time living tnsre

& few days--Abdul Bahe stood most reverently in frong of the building
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and quietly read a prayer. We agaln got in the landeau, and were driv-
en back-to the house. '
In the evening, there was a fine meeting, and the Master, being
in good health, delivered a long, interesting talk. He said, in part;
"I greatly hope the students are enjoying their vacation on the
glope of ¥ount Carmel. The swrounding country is most entrancing,al-
ways fresh and invigorating and the water is cool and saluiricus. To
complete this ensemble of heavenly gifts is to possess a spiritual state
the condition of severance, attraction, prayerfulness snd enkinddement.
However salubrious the water is, if you do not offer it to the thirsty
one he will not enjoy ite .refreshing taste. However toothsome the food
may be, only the hungry will relish ite delicacy. Ebne Faress, an Ara-
bian Scholar, addressing Mecca and Héd;na, says: '0 ye objects and Kaa-
bas of the world of humanity! Your soil is my musk-diffusing amber and
your trees and plants are my. lotus and ambrosia trees. Under the cool
ghade of these trees I find rest and health!' Now it is evident that
the voil of Arabia is nothing else but hot sands, and its trees consiut
of a kind of evergreen fir, which resist the encreachment of the Arabian
heat. Oonsider how Ebne Faress has called the white sand of Arabia ihe
i dlffusing musk; ite fir trées as lotus trees and their shade as bestow-
ing health! Then how ‘much more must you be thankful and appreciative of
the natural beauty surrounding you on the slope of Mount Carmel, espee-~
ially on this occasion that you are living in the same sacred building
containing the remains of the Herald of the Kingdom! You must be very
rejoiced, very happy, very thankful, very joyous! - - - -~There were
ithousands of souls who visited Mecca annually; when they returned their
friends anxiously enquired from them: 'What did you sce?' They answerad
'Oht We did not sce much of anything. We saw vast etreatchés of desert
and sandy hills and cactus, but no water. We saw barren mountains and
occasional palm groves, Wb saw the wild Arab leading his primitive
life under his black tent., We saw long tralns of camels and goats . Ve
saw the Kaaba, the House of God; i¢¥ is a large, square building and we
visited the Tomb of the Holy Prophet:. the moet conspicuous part of it is
& high dome.' But if you put the same question to another group of
pilgrime, they would have answered: .'Oht We entered the most delecta-~
ble Paradise; the Bestowals of God have ‘illumined all ite horizona; the
Lights of Truth have encircled all its parte; we were vivified with the
Breaths of the Holy Spirit end inhaled the Fragrance:of the Rose-garden
of Realityt! Wnereas before, we were dead, we became alive. We were in-
ert, we becawe active. We were asleep; we have becgme awakened; we were
negllgent we became aware!' Now, what a vast difference exists bvetween
these two groups! It ies for this very reason that ability and capacity
are the revolving axis of our progress. Without the realization of
these two qualities, the Favors of God will have no effect. A person
guffering from & cold cannot inhale the sweet odor. A sweet-singing
voice igs one of the precious gifts of God, but the deaf man cannot hear
@ :be codences and harmoniee. Through the vernal downpour of the ehowers,
the shining of the Sun of Renlity and the wafting of the breeze, luxu-
riant vegetation will grow out of the pure soil; but 1f the land is
brackish the efforts of all these heavenly beneficent powers will not
avail. = = «"Then he spoke about Moses, Chriet and Mohammed, and how
their mos% humble disciples--endowed with the ‘super-human facultiee,

gealed their acceptance of the Cause with the blood of their Fmith.
Ability and capability are the two corner-stones of the Baljjai edifice.--

Anmad Sohrab.




Bahai Nest Mount Carmel JHaifa Syria
July 12, 1914
Dear Friends:

The Beloved entertained twelve guests for dinner, and thus there
wes little opportunity to eeehim., In the morning, I had the pleasure
of seeing Him for a few minutes; He dictated a few cablegrams for var-
ious patts of the world, and then I retired to nmy room. Several Turks
and Arabs called on him, and each person came out with beaming face and
contented heart .

In the afternoon,the Master received the wole body of the students
and gave them a talk on the Camp School he visited while he was in Dub -
lin,N. H, "When I was in Dublin," he said, "the professor »f the out-
door school invited me to visit the pupils. The school is in the Mount-
ains of New WHampshire built amonget the woods. All around there are
green valleys, verdant plains and blue lakes. They have a large cabin
and pitched several tents.Their'supreme. sbject is to promote the art of
Beauty and gracefulness, and the science of strengih. For this reason
they practice calisthen{cs and athletics and exercise bodily tralnxng.
They are thinly clad, and often sleep in the open air. They go bathin
and during certain hours they study. Fresh air, outdoor exercise, whol
some food, clean sports, uplifting ideals and regular training of body,
mind and spirit build up their conetitution and give them strong muvcles
sterling characters anmd robust manhood . They have a school room snd
dining-room, and except the hours of study and meals, they spend their
time entirely out in the open air, learning many excellant lessons from
the book of nature., I saw there a very young lad who I was told by the
teacher was very thin am emaciated when he was hrought to the camp,but
during his four weeks stay he was completely changed, having gained
flesh, health and color, so that he could take part in ithe vigorous ex-
crcises ., The Profespor of this Twentieth Ceéntury School was one of the
Yest refined and cultured men that it was my pleasure to meet in Am-
erica, and he showed me much loyg, hospitality and affection. The boys
were most polite and decorous, and although some of them were very young
vet they listened most attentively and stayed through the talk., I was
very pleased with all of them. Resourcefulness and self-control are
the two lessons taught to these boys through words and deeds --sn that
if the course of their lives through an accident of checkered fortuns
they are thrown on an uninhabitated island in the widst of the sea,they
may master the situation calmly, control themselves and provide thr ough
thelr own ingenuity and inventiveness the e¢sseniial means of livelihood.
After all this is the.greatest lesson that any highly~ evolvcd civiliza-~
tion can teach us. They are so taught that when the proper time srrives
tdey may not shun the dangers and risks oi 1life; fthat like uwain the
virds of the fields and the animals of the woods, they may be able Lo
procure thelr sustenance and protect themselves from the encroachment
of the enemy. - -Mrs. Agnes S . Pareons introduced ue to the Principal of
the Scheol, and it was one fine afterncon that we were motored from Dub-
iin in an automlblle in her company to the sszid school, many miles aﬂdy,
and returned in the evening. - -~ . -Are ths Faculty of the College in boi-
rut pleased with you? Praise-bhe to God that all the people testify to
vyour problty and virties. You have become the means of the hounor and
glory of the Cause. True happiness is found in the purity of thoughi.
vhenever I look into your radiant faces, I am made most happy, becouss
your thoughts are pure. You must live in such a manner that whenever I
think of you I may be made joyous; whenever I benold your shining o)drtu
nances I may become happy; whenever I hear your good news my heart e
be filled with delight. Praise be to God you are alreudy s¢. = - -~ -~
Han must so live thal he may become beloved in the estimatisn of toe
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’ hof;Eternal Happiness is spread before him, Hie

eart is serene ‘and. composed Yécause he finde himeelf accepted at the

fohreshold of His Highness . the Oneé, ‘His soul is in the utmost felicity

I 'and blise, even if he is’ surrounded by mountains of tests and difficul-

" ties. He will be like unto a sea, on the surface of which one may see

' huge white waves but ite depth is calm, unruffled and undisturbed. If

he Lrusts his happiness to worldly obaects and fluctuating conditions,

he is doomed to disappointment. Should he gain a fortune and anchior his

happiness to it, he may hypnotize himself into a state of mo-~called joy
for a few days, and then that very fortune wiil become a mill-sione
around his neck, the cause of his worry and melancholy. But if he live
in accord with the good-pleasure of the Lord, he will be favored at the
court of the Almighty, he will be drawn nigh unto the Throne of Majesty;
he will be respected by all mankind and loved and honored by the be-
lievers. This fortune bestows eternal happiness! The tree of this for-
tune is ever green. The autumnal wind does not sere its leaves nor the
froat of winter rob it of its perennial freshness. Thie is a happiness
which is not followed by any misery and is alwaye the source of grate-
fulness and blessedness, The most great, peerless Gift of God to the
world of humanity ie happinese born of Love--the twin sisters of the
superman --one the complement  of the otaer. Everything that contributes

: to the sum-total of thie human happiness is a Gift on the part of God,

- and the thing that does not add to the aggregate of this Ideal Fellclty
‘rmust b€ little by little or all at once climinated. Therefore it becomes
self-evident that the First Bestowal to the world of hRumanity is happi-
nees, that kind of Happiness whichi is unaltierable and Ideal., If by hap-
piness physical enjoyment of matexrial things is meant, then the ferocious
wolf is made happy because he kills the innocent lamb and satisfied hie
hunger for a few hours! Thieg . is not happiness. Happiness is a psy-
chological condition ereated in brain, mind and heart--the éffect of
which works out from the centre to the circumference. For exampleafter
many days and nights of reflection, the philosopher unravels a seemingly
unsolvable problem.  As ‘a result, a wave of supreme happiness surgee
through his being. The- philanthroplst comes to the assistance of thou-
gands of half strved, half clothed, afflicted people of a nation; in his
deed he gets much contentment. An engineer spans a large river with a
sugpension -or cantilever bridge, or an architect makes the design of a
divine edifice; he finds true enjoyment in his work. - - -It is related
that Baseer Tousy was well-versed in the sciénce of astronomy. Many a
night he walked on the roof of his house, watching the stars. Whenever
he happened to discover .the true position of a planet, or locate the
place of a constellation, he bacame 8¢ enraptured with joy of a new idea
that he would get up and dance and sing; saying: 'Where are the Kings!
Where are the Monarchs of the earth? What is the true felicity? Let
them come and see what real happiness means!  What is the ideal blisge?’
Tt is for this reason that Baha'o'llah in all His Tablete has made in-

. cunmbent upon all to study sciences and arte, encouraging everyone in the
acquiremeént of learning and a liberal education. TFor the ZEternal Happi-
ness of mankind lies in this.. Praise be 1o God that for the present
you are all well-and happy. I met you and associated with you this
hour; you are living on the slopse of Mount Carmel, are near the Holy
Tomb of the Rab, 1nna11ng the fragrance of its rose-gardmn gre looking
at the unique panorama and ‘are enjoying the gifts of heaven. Trhis 1w
the ultimate hope of the lovers of Truth, to be in the neighlborkood of
‘the Most Bminent Mercyi“ ,

Ahmad Sounrab




Bahai Nest, Mount Carmel, Haife,Syria
July 13, 1914
Deax Friends.- : '

In & week two of our dear brothsra will leave ¢ he headquarters for
active engagement ‘in the front.. They are Mirza Mahmoud Zargani and Mir-
za Ali Akbar Rafsanjmy. The former travelled in the party of the Beloved
throughout ‘the United States, Canada and Burope; the latter has been in
France, Switzerland, England .and Germany. The former will go tc Bombay,
India; the latber to Teheran, Persia. Today, while the MNaster was walke
ing in the garden, he sent for Mirza Mahmoud and commanded him to be -
ready for departure in“a week,-- %Thou hast been with me now for a loug
time," he said in conclusion, *and hast zesociated with me day and nigut
Thou hdst heard everything, recorded everytihing and witnessed everytiiug
The time for’ thy departure:and service has come. Like unto the dis-
ciples of Ghrist; thou must go-forth and spread the Gospel of walvation
and summon the people to the Kingdom of Abha. Like unto these fragrant
flowers, thou must perfume the nostrils of all those who are far and
negr, The Teachers of- the Cause are the open roses of the Paradise of
Realityo ’

There was a meetlng in the evening, and the Naster gave a short
talk concerning the beauty and. spirituality of the Utterances of Baha'
c'llah, "With"the chanting of a supplication, the meeting was brought
-to an end, and then all the siudente gathercd in the ghrden and sang

"the tranelation of many poeme by Mrs. Waite.

A few extracte from the BeloVed's recent Tablets will no doubt
cheer many hearts. : .

To Mrs ., Mary Thaller, of Wien, Austria, he says:

- 0 thou daughter of the Kingdom! Thy letter was received. Thou
hast writien concerning the arganization of the Bahai Asseubly in
Vienna. This hecame the cause of great rejoicing--that praise bve to
God that city is illumined; the Flag of the Kingdom is upralsszd, ine
heavenly Gardener has sown the seeds in tnat ground; the clouds of the

~sky sent down rain and the Sun of Reality is imparting heat. 1 hope
that these pure ‘seede~will soon germinate and grow; many, many harvests
be gathered; ' that thou ‘mayst become a skilful farmer in this divine
ficld and be ‘the means of the reallzatlon of much blessing and benedic-
.1011. .

To a Bahai. in Stuttgart he writesie

"0 thou daughter of "the K1ngdom! If thou desgirest divine Conlirma-
tion and Assistance, so that.the .heavenly Cohorte nay grant thee vici-
ory, remain thou firm and steadfast in the Cause of God and be thou

constant in' the Covenant-and Testament--thus like wmt a solid structure
‘thou mayst become ‘established and unshakable throughout all eternity.
Whenever a great object adheres ‘to ite own centre, great resulis and
signe will- become apparent. -:- "

To Mise Alma Knobloch, of Leipzig, he saysi- .

"0. thou daughter:of* the Kingdom!  Thy letter was: yeceived . Ite con-
tents indicated the- apread of the Light of Guidance; the dawn ci the
¥orn of the Kingdom;' the  attraction of the hearte 8o the heaenly Coun-
tenance and the acceptance and belief of :a.number of souls to the Kani-
festation of: the:ldeal Promised One .of -the Kingdom of God. This news
conveyed infinite happiness --that praisc be to God the Sun of Realiiy
has cast splendor uwpon that country and in the future it %ill be per-
meated with the glorious Light of God . = ="

To a desar friend in Mount Pleasant, Wichigen he writesi-

"G thou .respfetedigersonage! Thy letter was received. Its core
tents evidenced tue significance of love and turning the face toward the

Kinzdom of Abha . lst, the Bahais keep ¥riday as the Sabblath . 2né JThe
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Cause of Baha‘o'llah ig-in fullelment of all the prophecies in all the
Books of the Books of the: religions of the world . 3rd. The details for
the organization of the House of Justice are amply provided for and the
place for its holding will be decided: upon by the members themselves . -
0 thou noble soull. Thank- thou God ‘that .thou wert awekened by the Melody

‘of the Kingdom - of ‘Abha, diecdvered the reality, wert released from dark-

ness and attalned to the-worldof lights and adorned thy head with the
Crown of Everlasting: Glory. . Appreciate thou the value of this, and re-
main firm and steadfast.’ During the lifetime of His Holiness Christ--
may my life . be & sacrifice to Himt--the most well -known high priesis of
the Jews stopped short of faith; but after a little while all theiw
traces disappeared and they became non=existent, Neverthelese, when ths
unimportant fishermen were awakened and became mindful, like unto the
starg they shone. forth from the: ‘horizon of the Everlasting Glory.Shouwlds t
thou become’ engaged in‘the. Guidance of the people, thou wilt alse become
one like unto: ‘them . These Beatowals I desire for thee. -

To another friend in Cleveland, Ohio, he says:- '

%0 ‘thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received,and
thy services in the Meeting became evident. Today whosgever becomee con-
firmed in the service of the Cause of (od, he is like unto a man who
plants a tree. This tres will ere long grow andpdevelop, bestowing its
shade -all around and producing moet luxuriant fruits. Thank ye ¢« that
ve are assisted. in: serving. the Cause, and show ye an effort that day vy
day you may increase your serviceg, = « = "

To a Truth-seeker in New York, he writes:-

O thou daughter of the Kingdoml ‘When the Sun of Reality shone fortn
from the:Horizon of Persia, ‘every soul who belonged to the world of na-
ture, i.e., the element of his constitution was of the earth earthy, he
became totally veiled and deprived; and every person who was related to
the Divine World, i.e., his spiritual body was built with the element
of the Kingdom, he received a portion and a Bhare advanced toward the
centre and beheld the Lights. The blind is deprived of seeing the ray
of the sun, and the deaf'does not hear the melody of the Supreme Con-
course. Praisé be to God that thou didst have sight, and beheld the Light
and wert endowed with hearing and: listeried to the Call of the Kingdom.
Therefore, this bounty deserves thank331V1ng. .Thou must demonstrate an
effort, so that day by day ' thou: ‘mayst become more illumined, more quick-
ened, more attracted and more cheerful . = -« « =*

Concerning spiritual. communicatlon, he writes to a seeker of the
Kingdom of God in Washington:i:»

"Although up to this time. I have not. written thee, yet spiritual
corxmmnion united  the hearts :and idéalmcqrrespondence was uninterrupted .
Hearken with the ‘ear of.theé heart.to the ‘hidden secrete and heavenly
Mysteries in the world of soull and spirit, end listen to the Divine Glad
tidings. For His Holinese. .Bahalo '1lah 'has 80 united the hearts that they
correspond together wzthaut -the ‘means of pen and paper, explaining the
mysteries ‘of the Kingdom.',. They. relate their mystic connect:on from .ear
to heart, and. their spirits 8ing and carol to each other in the one umni-

.1 wil h h hat truth-seeing e
versal harmony. 1 pray . on thy 'behalf, t aihghgzngdom o% &8, %%‘ch

has illumined ‘the. East and the West, and- listen to the Melody of the Su-

prgmetconcourse,“which has stirred into. Joyousness the ‘hearts and the
B8PiTite .y = = = W

'”?:{ﬂhmad Sohrab




' Bahai Neet Mount Carmel Haifa, Syria.
: el _ o July 14, 1914
Dear Friends. R R T VIR S A

- By this- tlme you are Bupposed to know something about Kise Mory
Blomfield's appearance  before.the.King of England and her passicnate ap-
peal for the cause. of woman's enfranchisement. In a long, interesting
lettexr written by heér to" a ‘friend now resident in Haifa, she desoribves
in a cogent manner:‘the reasons: that led her to the dscision of wuch a
historical event. “The. letter explaine the peychology back of this act,
and may interest those who have held the Cause of Wouwan at heart. You
may not agree with- alls that she says, but you cannot deny her impass-
ioned earnestinese and Her almost solemn, fervent, serious sincerity. The
letter ie dated June 26th, and’ 18 frcm one of the many country places in
Switzerland. . She writesi. -

"1 have been meaning to write to you for a 1ong time, byf lately ey
life has been 8o crowded with evente and their. conaequences that I have
gcarcely had apy time 'to call:myiown. I expect by now you have heard
various. accounts. of my appeal to the King at his Court on June 4th --
something of the truth perhaps and. a great deal of incorrect information
that is 10 say, if you read the English papers, which are ass 2 rule a
fruitful source of mieguided intelliggnce. So, may I worry you with a
true account of what happened?~ - -For a long time I have been heart
and soul in the movement .. of the emancipation of women, whickh. in Bngland
takes the form of the Suffrage Movement. In fact, I think I must have
. been been born a Suffragiat, hecanse the attitude of mind that belonge -

to this great world' awakenlng”is 80. much part of my very self that I can
not conceive a time when I should not have felt the same spirit that
animates me now. I think it 1a the same with all of us who are working
for -justice 'and liberty now. ' We were born for this work. - - -This seems
almost unnecessary, writing all:this to you, because I know you Teel jusy
the same ag 1'do.  But .l should so like you to know how very deeply 1
have been thinking on ' this subject, and how earnestly I longed to do
something foxr the cause I loved so much. I prayed with all my heart for
an opportunity to prove the faith that was in me; not for a chance to
destroy properiy--that ohance ‘was always at hand, but for a chance +o
make & sacrifice for the cause, and in doing so hurt no one but myself-
a chance to strike a blow for freedom in the right spirit--a metaphori-
cal tlow that would have some effect. I would like to say here that 1
neither judge nor ‘condemn the ‘actions of 'Violence' committed in the .
name of libverty by my fearless -sisters in the cause, One can only mar-
vel at such utter selfwpacrifice, and recognize the fact: that although
the world-wide movement for the Emancipation of women is part of the
great spiritual Spring-tide, ‘the:struggle for civic recognition in cach
country on the pert of the women themselves is 8 very human struggle for
a concrete arnd human righte-the franchise. It is a moral and religious
movement, but it is also '‘a political and social contest for politicsal
and social recognition.  In the great army of women ordained by Provi-
dence to work out their own salvation, there are many regiments--many
wings—-(in the military eeénse of the %erm) each with their gpecial
work. This great battle - ‘has to'be fought on three planes, .the plane
of matter, .the plane' ot mirnd ‘and the plane of spirit. Some women are
fitted to fight on:one-plane,:some on snother, put gll are necessary in
the vast design--the: great campaign. In the United States Abdul Baha
said that Universal Peace: couid never come till women had gained their
Ireedom aad:were given. thelr true place in. tne world oi humanity, so on
tne highest-authoxrity we have it that -thereican 'be no .peace Without jus-
tice, no unity without. equality.n The women wno are now fighting for

frecdom are also velievers in Universai Peuce; oy hastening justice they
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ire furthering the Cause of Peace, and they will not rest till justice,
7equality and peace are eatabliahed It is these women who, however
”nistaken in: their, methods the world may tiink them, are sacrificing

' life and happiness - dn the cauae of the uplifting of women, and it is
these women who: are being tortured 'in prison. The Government finds it
easier to . inflict.tortura. than ta do justice ..

i "Perhaps :1t ;. would-dbe. qung for a Bahai to actually uphold deatruO*
tion of property, . but ;t is onln t 16 . say this, that if war is ever
Justified, then- this. - War -ig Justi ied. becauee it ie a direct contest
between: good and. ev11 between false values and true values, between
human life iand. the worship of. property above life, between. morality
and immorality, -between. purity and. impurity. Abdul Baha has said that
on the physical. plane defenae in case of invasion is justified; then if
that .ie 80, Militancy as the women's defence against the invasion of
their rights,. the aaerilege ‘of . their persons, the destruction of their
children, -is_a thousand. times Justified and in all humanity one cannot
turn against:. or condemn. yomen who bdieve thie and act upon it, though it
costs them their: liveseg More. and more this struggle i=s becoming a wary
between right: and. arong; it can never be. called a sex-war, a war De-
tween men-aznd WQmen-nin,England at any rate, because good men are coming
forward splendidly now,.though certainly they did not in the baginning.
Now,they are realizing what this great movement means, and every true aml

ecent rian is. taking his stand by the women. I scem to be digressing
terribly, but it all beare ypon what I did at the Court. I need not
tell you about. the Deputation %0 the King, and the reception it had.You
‘must have read .about it.in . the -papere, and. it must have made your heart

ache: In January, when it wad ‘given out that there would be a Doputation

to .the King, all the. Suffragiats .guessed how it would be received, and
our fears were. justified. Vhen Mother decided to go te the Court and
present .a friend, taking Ellinor and me with her, I made up my mind to
speak .10 - the King, when .I found myself face to faoe with him, I 4id not
tell anyone -my-intention, but. I prayed and I prayed with all my heart
~and soul. tobe guided.l X wondered at Tirst if this was the opportunity I
had. been praying for, .for, yaara--and then I became certain that it was.
A Persian friend once- told me .that whén he was in trouble of mind or
doubt he always held. some sdcred writings ‘in nis hande end prayed for
guidance,’ ‘then opening the book without looking, he used to point at =
.certaln passage. :He:told meﬂthat he never failed to find comfort and -
help .in. this.way, 80.1 decided to ask for guidance in the same manner .
Several things troubled me.; 1 was convinced of the justic e of what I
intended to. do, and._ I know it to be right and I thought it would be
good for the. eanse--hut this is what, troubled me: It was the first tinme
in my life that I Had, kept any intention of mine from Mother, and also
I was. afraid of ‘what. might happen to her. 1 knew she would defend me
if they (court orficiale) hendleéd me roughly, and I did not want her to
be hurt in any way.. . 1 .took a Bible and opened it, and found my finger
‘pointing to. this veree. (Actg XXV 12) 'Hast thou appealed unto Caesar?
- Unto Caesar, ehalt thou’ go.' Anqther night 1 opened the Bible agsin, and
read: (Luke '2,40) .'Wist ye mot that I'must be about my Father's busi-
ness?? Then on another”gccasion 1 took Hidden Words in my hands and
. asked Baha‘q 1lah’ for guidance opened the Book and found my finger on
thie verse, youw know so well;’ ‘Justice is loved above all. Neglect it
not if thou‘'desirest me. Bj“it ttiou wilt be eirengthened to perceive
things with thine own ‘eyes and ‘not by the eyes of men, to know them by
thine gwn knowledge and not by the knowledge of any in the world. kiedi-
tate .on thie,’ how thou oughtest “to be. Justice is of my Bounty fto thee
and of my Providence over thee; therefore keep it ever Lefore thy sight.

On many occaeione I received great ‘help in this way, and ncver once came

ot o
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:?a nassnge b;dding me g;ve up mw intention. Up to almost the last day 1
i Was worried about my Mother. getting hurt and my prayers were answeraed
/ in a miraculoue way. and. in. a way. that I did not understand at firet .

1 had told a friend . of .my intention gome Llittle time before, becsuse
I wanted to be.sure: from a . worldly -estandpoint of view if it would be
good for. the Cauae or harmful,. A note from this friend came into my
brother-in-law's hands,..and. 0y Wwhole secret was out. You can imagine
how frightfully diaappointed I 'was, and how terribly miserable. I felt
despair. .Of course Hdther decided not ‘to take me - to the Court, and
Ellinor, who -also felt, very sore about: the treatment the Deputatmon had
recelved said Bhe would stay at. home with me. Then the day before the
Court it occurred to me that Ellinor and I might go alone, separately
from Mother,. In this way my prayer would be answered; becsuse I knew
if we went later than Mother, she would have passcd before the King al -
ready and we should pass before him later in the evening, when fe had
left the throne-room.:-If I.were hurt, mother would not be there to see
it. 1 felt a great responaibility in taking Ellinor, ut I knew I
should not be let ‘in alone; it would look suspicious, and she agreed
with what I was going to do-=-thought it right. So soon after Mother
and her friend-had started for Buckingham Palace, Ellinor and ‘I dressed
and followed---~We, passed three policemen rigorously examining people's
Presentation cards, and when our turn came they let us pass. Then you
have read accounts of what happened inside the Palace. The words 1 said
to the King were: 'Your Majeety for God's sake stop forcible feeding!'
1 knelt to him, becsuse I wanted to be respectful as possible. (And yet
they say I insulted him.} I meant to say more, but four or five men
rushed at me and hurried Ellinor (who had turned back and put her arms
round me to protect me) and me out of the Throne-room. They did not hurt
us, but you have no idea of the utterly powerless, helpless feeling of
being 'set on' by so many strong men and swept away. Ellinor was very
brave and stood by me through it all in a magnificent way. She is & eis-
ter in ten thousand. They were going to send us %o prison, in fact we
were taken straight to the Police station in the precincts of Buckinghanm
Palace, but the Xing gent word that we were to be sent straight home.--
The King could if he liked stop the torture of women political prisoners
and my wish was to break through the crust of conventionality and court
officialdom to his heart. To call my action an insult is in itself an
insult to the King, depriving him in the eyes of his subjects not only
of the capacity of understanding but of the rlght to any humen feeling :
at all. The highest praise the Press could sing of the King and Queen
on this occasion was '*Their Majesties remained unmoved.' And again at
Olympia, when a Suffragist sought to address. the King:!: 'Their Majesties
remained unmoved .' They a&re unmoved while their country is sunk in mis-
ery, while women are being bought and sold and starved into slavery and
those who are trying to bring about better conditions are being to»-
tured in prison. They remain unmoved while their country is on the
brink of a revolution and their courtiers and dependents are proud of
their immobility. It is 211 too sad. - - -Of course .most of my family
are very angry with me, but the ones I love best understand--Mother un-
derstands--g0 I can. bear the anger of the others ----"

1 do'not think the letter needs any comments. It is so full and
comprehensive that the readers may draw their own conclusions. It is

very plain, of couree. that the Bahai Cause does not approve Militant
methods. In these days peaceful negotiations and the force of pen and
clzar arguments are more poterful than the sword or the bomb.
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'.(No signature)
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uestruction of peoplea' property is not justiried from any standpoint.

"ArWe must :go . to the Toot of the matter. Knowing that as far as caution
/ is concerned men and’women share the same faculties, -they must also

enjoy the same ‘rights . and-“the.samé privileges, without any distinction
whatsoever.. , Hence the equality of the sexea--which %8 only one of the
many Principlea .of Bahalo'llah. To the utmost of our dbility we must
include: in’ the scheme 'of. our. livea all the Pr:noiplea and not ohe to

All day 1. waa tranalaﬁing Tablets. I met the Beloved in: the morn -

z_;ing and evening,- ‘He ente:tained ‘friends and strangers, and dictated
- @everal” Tableta for" the ‘Weestern friende. He was Dbusy and happy talk-

ing'with the believera and conaorting with them with joy and Fragrance.

5 --n--o-—-

. -': L .
From.. Hidden Words.-gPeraian Page 39 Par. 40 |
:'@ . Servant' '*”fg '{.Qﬂ'hf L o
Free thyself from the worldly ‘bond, and escape from.the prison

of self. Appreciate the value of the time, for thou shalt never see
it again, nor shalt thou find a like opportunlty.




g Bahdi Neat Kount Carme 1, Haifs 8yria
T e ;ruly 15, 1914

Dear Frzenda.— s '

This.afte rnoon I was in the holy Brescnce of Abdul Baha for more
than three hours. . The heaven of divine revelation was opened, and mony
white~winged angela 1n ths form .and likenese of. Tableis descended upon
the. earth to delight the hearts .of men. Wietfully and lovingly they
will wing their way. to’ dlfferent parts of the world, singing thair 50N 48
of'1ife’ and’ 11ghﬁ into: theapirita of men, WVhile he was dlctating the
blessed Tableta, he_ talked .on verious topics, now laughing, now smiling,
noy maklng a mirthfal remark,,nqw asking a. question. about the person to
whom tha Tablet was. beiﬁg revealed or reminding one .of nis peculiany
characteristics._,lt was . good to be with him, three- long, aeavenly hours
s-roaming with Him in {he rogse-garden of Abha and watching him picklng
up the ideal rowere and arranging tham in lovely bouguets .of the Xing-
dam, ts be seni to exp otant waiting lovers in remote regione. With
what sollcxtude and tenderneas he arranged these spiritual nose-gays,
as ?hough knowiug the taate and conditlon of eoch He €s indeed tho Ideszl
4.%venly Eloriat. L
' 'In the 'mail yesterday there wag .an intenesting ca*d containing the

pisture of ﬁhe “World Peace Flag--"a strong white light which bisects
the plote’ paaaee throuéh the prism by the process of Refraction and pro-
duces, ‘the seven Colors .of theArainbow Red, Orange. , Yellow, Green, Bluc
Indige and ‘Vielet, the'globe..and the colozs being surrounded with the
stars . At the bottom of thig significant picture the following is writ-
teni~ "hese .seven. colors .of the Rainbow rapresent the natural unity in
the variations of the Tace and in human interests. As these shades flow
toge thur they produce White, whiteis an emblam of truth, brotherhood,
harmony and peace. Thq stara 8tand for the nations in the world fe d-
eration.. . ThlB Flag Eas baen accepted by the Peace Palsde, the Internat-
ional Peace .Congress. and the. American Peace Society. Designed by Rev .
X . W. Vei Kirk, Youngai;gim, ohlo, US.A. - :

_‘ wnen the Beloved came. out of the house and started to walk in the
garden’, immediately he was aurrounded by the believers. 1 took out the
card and presentﬂd it to him. . At. the aame. time I explained it in a few
words..  He" took it in his hand for a minute of two, and looked at it
eearchlngly and’ attentively "It is very good, very splendid!" he waild.
"It is an excellent idea. - GOD will;ng. it will come to pass, and all .
nations will be.confederated im one Universal Commonwealth. fThese ideas
and aneptzons are, tributaries to the great ocean of spiritual swakening
which has. ehgir¢led. the wprid of numan;ty. The Holy Spirit is tho only
Power that will: ultimately unite and harmonize the races and nations of
the world. The Cause: of.GOD. is the, only Panacea that will neal for all
time to come the. aocial, economio and ‘political disesses of mankind. The
revelation of Baha'p'llan is. the: Pree that Will send its outstreiched
branchas. to all the countriea and aunder ite cool shade zll the religicns
and sects, there to fraternizeiial asgsociate with each other . The ﬂorld
is full of Ideas, but, they: are either.fleeting, or profitless, or im-
practical, or limited in.their Jdnfluence or confined within a narrow
gcope . The baaming 5hafts of the light. of Cosmic Ideals must pierce .
through the heéarts' of mwn and' the Power of the Holy Spirit is necessary
to carry into- execution: these noble. thoughte of the Age. Human power
is limited pn its .influence.: Tt can unite two persons, or two tribves,

or ftwo communitiec, or at the utmost two nations. At the same time it
confesses that thie Unity ie temporal and may be abrogated by the whim
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~of 2ither of the high contracting psrtiee. But the Divine Power thal
unites nations and peoples and cements together in the bond of brotiaer -
hood and Peace for ages and cycles. His Holinegs Christ was onec per-
son, without any worldly assistance and help, but through the effect

of the Holy Spirit He was enabled to unite wmany nations and religious
under the Standard of Christianity. DLikewise Nohammed unified the wild,
gavage trives of Arabis and made them the Conquerors of Asia. Conse-
quently there must needs be Divine Power for the accomplishment of this
Universal Aim. Human power fails in this undertaking. The Words of
those souls who are the essences of severance, who are in the utmost
sanctity and purity, will have an effect upon the hearts of men, the re-
sult of which will be unity and goed-fellowship. Save through this,
ldeal communication will not be made possible hdween the children of
men. Thney may achieve a temporal union for a few yeavs . len may €0
compound the various ingrediente as to be promiscususly mixed together,
but there must ncsde be the solvent, so that they may become perfectly
blended and united. In the human world that solvent is the Power of
the Holy Spirit, wich will thoroughly mix and blend the different con-
stituents and elemenis representing the various nationalities, relig-
ions and secte. 1 hope the believers of God will unfurl the *"World
Peasce Flag," because their aim is altruistic and they are helped by

the Confirmatione of the Holy Spirit. Through the Po¥ey of GOCD iy is
posalble for one Bahai ‘to guide one whole nation. Such spiritual vic-
tories are dependent upon the Breaths and Bestowals of the Holy Spirit”.

After these interesting remarks, he went out to take a walk. In
the morning, I had tiae extreme pleasure of being in the presence of the
Beloved . He sent for Doctor Habibollah Khodabskah and Mirza Azzizollsh
Khan, and spoke to them about their forthcoming trip to Germany,France
and England. Just out of College, he is sending them to these centres
og culture and civilization to spread the Fragrances of the Paradise
of ABHA, _ '

In the evening, there was a large meeting. When the lMaster 2n-
tered the room, he looked over the bright faces of the Bauai students
and exclaimed, with delighted heart: "God be praiscd:" How wonderful are
these students! 1 am looking forwasrd witn great hope to their futuve!
in reality they are beneath the shade of the Blessed Perfecticn, and
they are being animated with the Spirit of the Holy Land. For this rea-
Eon, they are superior to many other students. Their mettle will become
knoyn in the future. They are now under the process of refining . When
tney come out of the crucible, their brightncss will become manifest.The
%ord of God is the refining which will polish them, suffering them %o
become pure as tested Bold. - - - Dvery single essured and firm deliever
will consider himself the servant of all the friends of GOD, nay rather
the servant of the world of humanity. The Honor of man depends upon
this. The everlasting Glory of menkind lies in this! For this reascen
His Holinese Christ saye: 'The last chall be first, the least amonget
you in the Kingdom is the greatest .' Whomsoever desires to walk in %he
Path of the Kingddm--so that he may reach the Court of the Almighty--he
rust be & true servant. The Path of God cannot be compared with the

paths of men,. The humblest man is in the Path of God, the more gxalisd
is he; the greater is his meekness and submiesivenesg, tie more be-

loved is he; the more he is swrrounded with tests and trials, the vaster
the tranquility and composure of his spirit. Nay, rather, in the FPath of
il 1l \ A 3 \ 1 3 P ay e Ly
24, Bupiht ¥, 3050007 & SEOURAS AT .FoRhe 2EHIRMS doDRRERES)  (BTY
gay whosoever is the real servant of the believers of God is their 28~
gigtant and helper. We must all walk in this Divine Path.”

Ahmnd Sanrab



S e, Banal Nest Hount Carmel ,Haifa Syria..
1 S mt e S July 16, 1914

D»ar Frzende. -

Although 1. did nqt aee thsiMaster in the mornlng, yet 1 was com-
pensated in the .afternoon, . Several letters from India imparted to him
much pleaswre. . He dictated nearly twenty Tablets, all interesting and
- wonderful;, and. extractg from which will appesxr in .future letteres. Mirza
Lohsen Was. present, and; he %ss lived in Chins, and related to the Be-
loved a great many of itheir national customs and curious habits. The
- Master s#aids "This wonderful Cause has not been properly introduced inte
China. 1t is very necessary: that it should be done. This Cause is sore-
ly in need -of teachers-in - all parts of the world--such teachers who may
not offend any .soul, but win; the people to the Kingdom of Eternal Reality.
China .is in need of many good: Bahal teacheri--in order to unshackle
their minds. from the rusty chains of ancestral traditioga.?

_ In regard to himﬁelf the Beloved said:~ "On this account I am very
happy that .after the: departure of the Blegsed Perfection I became the
target of thc arrows of oppression and the javelins of persaacution:. This
thought is. 4he [ohly source of my consolation.” :

~About the Bahai studenis, he saild: "These students are refined .They
have ‘become conduoive. to the. glory of the Case. sy God protect them.
They will progreaa greatly in their gtudies and raster many branches of
service.” He spoke about many. .other things, especially Zelle-Sultan, the
Ex-Governor of Esphahan, whom he met in Switzerland and Paris . Then he
came out of the house. and took a long walk, all alone.

At noon all the students were the gueets of the Greatest lHoly Leal
The various dishes were cooked in the kitchen of the Beloved!s house
and taken up in & large ‘basket .

- Amongst the many, letters. received mmread to the Uaster was one
from D\ Gopaul, the Editor of the NEW REFORNIR , Madras, India . Its con-
tents was so beautlful ‘that I. would like to: share it with you:

 Mhe 1ove1y Tablet your Holiness: has condescended to reveal to me
nas reached me. in due courae.;The very sigut of the Tablet from such an
exalted spiritual Personage as Your Excellency diepclled all the gloon
that encircled my mind. animade -me a happy, blessed and regencrated keing.
1t is also a source. of. immense spiritual plesre to me that Your Holi -
nese, ‘one of the greatest of men. that ever trod this earth, has been
plessed to Yrecognize the humble. services I, a poor servant of men, have
rendered. 1 therefore, £2ll, at.thy blessed feet and offer my thanks. to
Your Holiness from the. very.bottonm of my heart . I am determined that
tg;giExcellent Tablot shall bo preserved as’' a great heir-loom in my

T Y. .

"] promise I shall in’ all obedience follow. the excellent advice Your
Holiness 'has been pleased to. give me and other Editors regarding the due
discharge of our dutiea as Editors of magazines and newspapers 1l assure
you that I entertain the.greatest respect and belief in the high icesls
and deeds of . Your. Holiness -ﬁhich are for the emstabliehment of the baeis
of & Universal® Beligion and real  Brotherhood in this world, where men .-
arc now at ‘war with each’ other. JI therefore ‘most humbly beg to say

that I am ghige willing %o 'dg all that I can in propagating the Teaci-

ings of the. Cause you:have 80. mudh at heart for the good of humanity. 1
am sure that.as time’ pasges- ‘the Truth will be understood and every man
in the world-will enligt nimself. on. your side. With deep love in El
Abta, I remain .my beloved, Guru. your ever loving and most obedient ser-
vant, (Sgd). D. : Gopaul ChettyiL¥ -

A letter from: Xrs. Stannard opensg with thia sudden buxret of enthu-
siasm: YOh!: 1ndeed X feel HE (Abdul Baha) is bound to come to India:l
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rrea., great thingﬂ will happen next winter.- ~ « =« I shall soon be
able to go down to Calcutta now and reaume ectivities, and shall lLope
to feel fit and strong for much that is to come . I enclose you a letter
1 nave received. from the’ Secretary of the coming Universal Ceongross of
Religions, and it will give you some ideas to put before the Naster.
1 trust that perhaps one or two men Persian Bahais will come as Dele-
gates to Calcutta .- =~ s = ] have writien to the Secretary of the Con-
gress that a typewritten official letter must be sent Abdul Baha waking
the request for his presence, and also in any case an address, which -
Lua or I can read in the Congress. Pexhaps it should be read *n Feorsian
2o well, for many in Bengal know Persian. . Anyhow, since this Congress
{g 4o be held in four cities’,’ it struck mo that I had better do Lansre
and Caloutta and Mrs.. Getaingcr Bombay and kadras and some Persians
who know Bnglish could.go-to that city with her .- - -The Congress is
Theistic and..the Buropean and American Delegates will be mostly Unitar-
iansg ., They accept the Bahai position of successive Manliﬂstationa in
e world, but they do not deify ‘them as Roman Catheolice and oiler
Christian denominatione do Christ. These Congresses in objects sud aime
2are practically 1like: Bahai: onés, and I feel that Abdul BEaha will make
a great. movement for-ithe people of India 'if he comes . He will help
this vast land to come into Unity and Brotherhood, and many writers
will rise up to- put into the different language his Teachingsg of the
Cause. All is going on well 'in preparation, and I have now come inte
communication with:the! immense Ary Somaj Movement of this country. They
go on the theory that the Vedag of India are the ol}dest known Revela-
tions %to the human race, and ‘that revealers came forward at varigus
times ‘to re-reveal ‘the ocentral principles. They do the socialistic
%ork hiere. /.1 'think I can do’ sometnlng with them, because they hold %o
ncarly all.our basis: iruthe. "The Bditor of the Vedic MAGAZINE , Farof.
Emma. Deva, R. A ., seeums very enthusiastlc over my article. I have
written a series. of articles and he is going to publish them eerizlly
in his'hagazine. “He 'writes ‘me in his last letter: 'I was delighted to
get your very kind letter and” gplendid article. I have sent the arti-
cle to the Press, Kindly send ‘the second. inegtalment at vour carliest
convanience, so that there ‘may be.no break in succession. 1f we believe
in Divine Dispensatiou we must also believe that the first spark of
Philosopay. wust have! been derived from Heaven . Since nothing that comes
from GOD-can be. irperfect or’ incomp;ete all later inspirzticns can be.
but the restatemente-snd progresaive .interpretations of the primeval
revelation. -There-has been but ‘one  true Religion, which had been re-
vealed -and’ re*reveale ?uthrough ‘the ages . In theé sphere of rcligzon
and morality; ‘thore is ‘nothing new under the sun. That primeval revels-
tion is the Veds .- «The neceesity of primeval revelation being well
granted,.-the Veéda " iajthe uole claiment to that position. Moreover,its
lofty Teachinge canno% be explained in the light of any other theory.
1f the Veds 4ds'not divine Revelation, how is it that it--thc oldest
Book in the Library of .the world--containe truths which acoording Lo
Max Muller 'sound decidedly nineteenth century.-like.' DThils ig the stand
the Ary-Somaj tekee as regards Eternal Revelation, and it je very easy
for a Bahai teacher 'to ‘explain to them the nature of successive mes -
sages from the One Source, adaptable to the intelligence and comprehen-
¢ion of the people of different centuries. I have estublished in my
recent articles the importance .of the Manifestations and theix roies in
the world of men.,. I .am now busy with a long one for a Madrazs magazine,
to have portraits as well, I have now two men coming to me todlscuss
the Bahal poeition . There is aleo a well-to-do Hindu gentleman free-
thinkexr who has become most enthused and gave me a donation of 10 Rupess

te buy some Bahai Books to give away! Anotlier old gentleman ig &
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iostiem Nunshi . He ie golng to write to Abdul Baha . He is a guol Jor-

Taann-
LR G N

siun and Arabic scholar, and teaches thassz lungvages o big pon: Lo,
ig like a Bahai. He wents to go to Burmaz, to take some schoo! - aye
home, so that will be a good opportunity for him to meet Noslom Lunaic
like Sayad Nostafa, If he becomes confirmed, really he will Lo . hla

to do great work, I think, since he iz an educated man, but ur io elder-
Ly end in some waye reminds me.of Mirza Abul Fazl. - - ~I can do all
that if needed in Northern India, provided some Bahal men turp «n in
Calcutta later., I think Mirza Mahmoud would be very useful. - - =Can

you send me some pictures of the Master? Gopaul Chetty wents ong and
gc do others ! : '

T
i

(1If any one of the. believers in Amcrica or Europe can send her
a number of the Beloved's photographs, both in single and in group,it
will te a great service to the Cause, in the propagation of which ghe
is devotong all her time., Let thom mail to her address dircsctly as
follows: Mrs. J. Stannard, c/o Henry King Co., Calcutta, Indis.)

1 will bring this to a close with tue reproduction of the laiter
of Hem, Chandra Sarker, M. A., the Gensral Sscretary, International
Congress of Liberal Religions, Indian Scction, to lrs. Stannard: -

I received your two cards. - - =1 hoped 1o be able to see yow at
Darjeeling, therefore I d4id not write to you so leong. But unfortunatesly
circumstances did not permit me to go to Darjeeling. 1 am very soxyy
that I could not sce you, as I was vsry enxious %o do so. The Inter -
national Congress of Religions Unity will hold ifts first session at
¥adras, on December 24th, and the last session in India on January Zith,
1913, in Calcutta . We are making the nccessayy srrangements. We hope
delagates from Europe, America, China, Japan, will abttend the Congross .
We are very anxious that. the Bahal Movement should be adegquately repre-
sented in the forthcoming international gathering, for no religion caen
have more warm interest in such a gethering of Peace and good will on
earth, as the Bahai Movement. B We have been given to understand that the
Veneravle Abdul Baha is likely to be in Indis at the time. I am anxious
to be sure of his presence. Will you please communicate with him on oux
behalf and request that he may favor ue with his company in the Congress
You will slso write to other leading representatives of {the Bahai ro-
ligion in Persias and other countries to attend the Congress. As I do no
not know the names znd addresses of these persons I cannot individually
write to them. We must have at least one good paper zbout the Balai
Cage, besides the Addreee of Abdul Baha. Will you kindly underiake to
write it yourself and read it.before the Congress in Calcutta, Boubay,
Madras and Lahore. May 1 krow when you return to Calcutta? If you
have no objection, we ehall enroll you as one of the members of the
Genaral Committee :of the International Congress of Religious Unity.
Plesse help me with your counsel and co-operation.”

Ahmad Sohrab.
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Deaxr Friends.

in a recent Tablet the Beloved writes the following $6 two German
Bahais in Leipzig:-~ . .

) ye two birds of the rose-garden of Faith! Iun the darkness of
error man docs not find anything save affliction and distress . He is
evar disappointed grieved and broken-hearted. But when the Light of
Faith shines upon the Court of the heart, eternal happiness will be re-
vealed, the gloom of sorrow and pain will digappear; the hopeless will
vecome hopeful. the sad one will be submerged in the sea of Joy--the
Bverlasting Joy which is not followed by any sadness. Therefore,thank
ye GOD that ye have drank deeply from thie overflowing Cup of Happanesu
and through the Illumination of the Glad-Tidinge of God the darkness
of sorrow ie entirely banished. I am hopeful from the Divine Bestowals
ihat day by day this Happiness may increase.-------"

To another friend in Degerloch, Germany, e says:-

% thou who art guided by the Light of Guidance®! Thank thou God
that thou hast found = seeing eye and a hearing ear. Thou didst witncss
the Light of Cuidance and hearkened to the Call of the Kingdom of Abha,
and rzceived a goodly portion and a share from the Never-ending Out-
pourings . Thou wert one of the chosen and not of the called. Now thou
hest organized a Bahal meeting, the members of which were of the called,

and wherein you were engaged in the commemoration of God and perfumed
the nostrils with the Fragrances of the Paradise aof Avha. Strive ye with
heart and soul, 8o that ye may illumine the horizons of one trace of
the darkness of error. 1In your behalf I implore and supplicate toward
the Kingdom of Abha, and beg for you heavenly Confirmation.. -« - =*

Concerning the Minister who has invited the Bahais to hold meetinpgs in
his churoh, he writee to a New York Bahai:-

“0 thou real friend! Thy letter was received. Thou hast written
concerning Dr. Leon H. Harvey, 4th Unitarian Church. Exerciese ye toward
this person the utmost respect, for he has shown great courage to in-
vite you to his chuorch--thus you may hold there Bahai meetings and in-
vite the soule to the Divine Kingdom. You must show toward thnis person -
age infinite honor . Although he is & Minister, yet has he demonstrated
such fearleseness as to make his own church the gathering-place of the
Bahais.. He has not at all manifested any fear or apprehension nor has
he thought of the censure and the reproach of the people, and Le has Te -

come conducive to the diffusion of the Fragranoea. Employ toward him
the utmoat love. . :

Another Tdaet to the Paris Bahal Assembly, is as follows:-
") yve frienda of God and the maid-servants of the Merciful! The Con
gratulation for the Day of the Declaraticn of the Bab--may my life be a

rangon to him--was regeived., 1 was made exceedin§ly happy that such a
glorigus Feast was held in Paris. The mejority o manklnd are eilthex
pursuing their own pleasures or amusements or engrossed in the accumulae

tion of worldly richee and are intoxicated with the songs of the world
of nature. But the believers of God have spread a heavenly Table and
celebrated the Festival of the Dawn of the Morn of Guidance! This is
indced the source of great joy, for they were occupied in the mention of
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the Name of God, read the Versen of Unity and glorified the Sun of
Reality with the anthem of the Kingdem of the Merciful. It is asswred
that such Pestivale will be held regularly in the future gnd a wondey-
ful delody will be raised from Paris, whick shall surprise all the rest
ol manking (wewva--*®

Tue Boston Believers ‘are honored with the foll;wing glorious Tableti~

"G ye friends and the maid servante of the Nercifult! Truly 1 say
Your letter imparted joy and happiness, and it becawme the cause of hnelp-
fulness: for it was an indication of the effort of the Counsele and
Lxncrtations of Abdul Baha. If a soul peruse carvefully the Tablets of
the Blessed Ferfection, such as the Hidden Words, the Esnraghat, Tajall-
ayat, Tarazat, Glad-Tidinge and the Words, sud lives in accord with one
Admonition of the Admonitions of God, he sghall attain tv the sunmit of
perfection, will become the centre of merciful susceptibilities, the
origin of the virtues of humanity and the lights of the Kingdom will
dawn from his face and character,

"0 ye believere of God! These Exhortations and Counsels emanated
from the Supreme Pen of the Blessed Perfection, not to resd them only,
tut to live in accord with their contexts. There are many persons whe
read these Tablets, pralse the loftiness of these mentimente but do not
live according to one of its worde, Now praise be to God that you are
moved and stirred through the Appeal of Abdul Baha, are thereby at-
tracted and have passed a resolution to live in accord with those Coun-
sele . Therefore make ye an effort se that the lignte of the advice of
the Blesced Perfection may shine from the pure glase of yosur hearis; re-
fl¢ct itE splendors upon. all the human organs and the signs of severance
ané¢ attraction with the Love of God may appear and become manifezt from
your faces and characters. Day and night I am praying and beg for you
Divine Confirmations and seek for you Suproeme Aide ,--so that all of
you may become heavenly and the lights of the Kingdom of Abha may illu-
mine your hearts and souls. - - ="

Again this morning the Beloved received: Mirza Ali pkbar and a
number of other friends, znd exhorted them to become the valiant soldiexr

I the Kingdom of Abvha and the standard-bearers of the Army of Light.
Then he came out in the garden, walked around for a few minutass and sat
en a chair in the sunshine, asking me to give him the book af Tablets
80 that he might correct those lately revealed. For nearly an hour he
was doing this delightful work. Then he came to us and spoke about the
gelence of aviation, predicting the time when every rich man will own
an aeroplane tn the same manner that they are now owning automocbiles.

Many siudents went fo Acca today, and returned in the evening. For
only a few minutes they met him in the garden, a5 he was on hig wsy fox
the customary walk,
In the evening he was a guest at the house of Mirza Mohsen ,where
a proninent Arab gentleman was to meet him. He had hie supper there,
and stayed til) late. I wished so much to bLe there to hear him speak.
I can never get enough of lis Golden Words!

Ahmad Saohrsb.
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Dear Friends. P e S e e SN
“It wag 4 b;mi *ghe aun % 1o!1y reolining toward the 1weatern

horizon, £0.be, hidden behind Mount Carmel Nature was enfoldéd-in the
lap. of luxuricua gilencé,;thg irde of” inspiration were fluttering
their. wingu ‘in” the hisher’;e ‘0f “the souls; the delicate-ecent of
the.. flovers, unheraldcd” éto;e ite ‘way.into the upper sphere of the
minds.?tha magic charm and;mystic beauty of the Bagstern Radiance en- -
veloped the epirits, the "Divine Idea* of Creation was slowly unfolded
before: the ioqdering gazq of .man} . -The’ ‘believers were sauntering ‘in
G §;t§§ Light of the world--when as in
r- the door was opened’ ‘and’ the Mapter cams
out..No sooner had they aeen ‘bim than.they stood in reverence before
his simple,: yet awe~inspiring; Premence. .Waile walking to and fro
amongst theyflowqr-beds,‘thaﬁegn 8treamed down upon his white locka;
ite golden rays,-and;engircled: him. vith a hale of supernatural beauty.
He spoke on the “guidance of God .» Laying a.good foundation for his
forthcoming remarka..he said:: "God, addressing one of the great Pro-
‘phets of. the past, . says: ADos%. thou find: thou art able to guide a blind
man ,. although- hesdoes ‘not gee? - Art thou capable to suffer a deaf man
to hear. while .this: power is: not given him%?- = =* Often one false ctate
ment finds ‘greater credence; than -a- thousand words of Truth. When the
veil of: negligence and: ingustice covers the pupile of the eyes, man
becomes blind to:the most;plain:facts, - - -Once they saw His Holirese
Christiflying:away with great-haste. They asked Him: 'Why art Thou
running. do::fast?} He: answeredl.: ' I am trying to escape from the dullard
'0ht ' they: replied:. YHast Thou~not the: Most Great Name of God? With that
Name Thou hast healed: the blind; and ‘the deaf, and the mute, and raised
the dead! - Why:didst: Thow not: read it over the. dullerd, so. that he may
becone: 1ntelligent?'~ Christ. enswered: ‘I whispered: the Most Great
Name of God:dnto: the ears-of: the deaf and he found hearing; the blind
found sight, ‘and :the lame: leapt: and: the dead were quickened; but I re-
peated: the same Name: a.thousand. times: to. the dullard, snd saw no change
in’ him. > Therefors: Iaamntlying’away from him!® - - - ‘-When Moses got
down from Mount Sinai-ahd saw' His’ people, how they had corrupted them-
selves by the worship 'of 'the:golden Calf, saying: 'These be thy Cods,
o} Israel, which: brought:thee: up-out of the -land. of Egypt!' his wrath
waxed = hot ‘against them,”and:at their stiff-neckedness, and he said to
dne of the worshippers: 'Why didst.thou worship this’ golden calf? Why
didet thou' offer before it burnt: offerings, and brought peace-pfferinga°
Was' it’ not! fashioned with s grooving=taol at thy hands? . Thou hast com-
mitted indeed s ‘greatiaintiiThou didet see so many miracles performed by
Jehovah in the land of: Egypt,,gnd yet doubted His Existence and avail~
ing thyself of my delay upon Mount Sinai, thou didst go to Aarop: and
say unto him: Up, make: us’ ‘Gods’; which shall go before us; for as for
this Moses, the man that’ brought ug up out of the land of Egypt, we wot
not what is become of him. Wnat didst thou see in this Bolden calf to
excite thy adoration? Every day thou didst: ‘doubt my divine mission,but
thou didst never entertain the same doubts about this golden calf. Now
deaf and blind thou artt!- - -When the Guidance of God is vouchsafed to
us, we are emabled to throw away false ideas and erroneous thoughts .The
angels of Providence must come.to our aesistance, the Confirmations of

God must. enoircle us, so that we may become mindful, aware,intelligent
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and conscious of our own mistakes and shortcominge. - - -Faith and as -
surance are the two gifte that are bestowed upon us through the Guidance
of GOD. -~ - ~Years ago there was in Acca a Scottish woman misgionary.
She was most zealous in her proselyting. but.with little result. She
did not like us at all, but whenever I.met her 1*inqu1red ‘about her
health, One day I was eitting in front of a.store in. the Bazsar, and
-with me. there was a Jewish Bahai by .the name of Mirza Azzizollah. While
we were- talking, I saw Miss. Ramsauépasaubyjz called: after her, and
‘she came: back . 'Do you sce this. man?'.I: asked“sJFornwrly he was a Jew
and disliked Christ, but now through thoﬂquidanoe -0f .GOD. he. has be-
come a believer in. Him and worships Him v 0htY. Is:.this. true?' she ex-
claimed. 'Am I.permitted to ask him'a Lew. qnestiona?' ASurelyt, I ans-
wered. ‘*You may ask Him as. many queations as. you. like.' Then turning
" her face, she asked, puzzling, 'Do you.belieye in .Christ .as. your Saviour])
'*Yes,'! he said . 'How did you come :%o. believenin Him?! . 'Do you want me
to tell you? Soriptural or ra&xonal.?roofaﬁ' i'Scriptural proofs.'\Then
for nearly half an hour this Jew spoke . in a;_ost eloguent language bring
ing in quotatione after’ quotationa from the. Old Teatament %o prove .the
”aliaity of Christ. . Then she asked for Xational, evidencey ,which were
ssented with. equal force and. fluency.~ Afterga fow moments of sitenca
she said: 'This is indeed a miracle, .a moat wonderfhl thing -that could
ever happen . But I ha¥® one obaectian o ‘offer: I would Eve been most
thankful to you Af you had KEPT him’ at‘the fountain of Ch¥ist, but you
~have made him bélieve in Baha‘o'lldh.an&¢a11 the" other prophete.' She
could not realisme that the belief of thip Jew'in Chriet wes only throuah
the efficacy: of. the Words of Baha'o '1iah.'-f-‘-Be0ause*she was very an-
&rw with me, one day I told her: 'Dost” thou know how muckh”I love thee?!
‘How could I gues?! she answered gruffly; _1_10?0 thee a8 much ae
thou hauest mett? o
This morning the Beloved wont out and.'nlhis return hg'cnlled me
- into his presence. For, rigarly “two houts’, * EEdOto him he petitions
of the belisvers, and he dictated answ%ra,,“ R :
' THis evening there was a large meeting

,~and the BeIOVed having
just returned from a walk with Mirza- Heydar ALEY delivered a lengthy -
~islk on the true nature of worship. He ‘said), 1n part: "Tonight they are
holding the Feast of Elijah on the top ‘of" MOunt ‘Carmel , ‘in memory of his
. descent to heaven in a chario* of fire.~ ‘T4 ig-‘mogt’ signiflcant ‘tHat the
Jews , Christiang’ and ‘Méhammedans ‘are oelébra’cing thiw ‘fesst in common,
_W1tnout any religious preaudice. “Thousands ‘of men,ewbmen and” children
came. from the neighboring towng ‘anhd aillages and £iY1“the rather large
table~land and drink and danoce ‘and’ aing all’ night “Did ‘Yo nét see so
many companies, with théir donkeys “going ‘up ‘the Mgintain this afternoon
It is very strange to see ho¥ man 19 ovér prompt tu‘associate ‘worship
and prayer with certain forms of* amueements aﬁd*péﬂtimes'* ‘There -is the
lMculave sect amonget the Mohamriddans' who “at fa epecified‘hour ‘gather in
& hall, and while o6ne plays on the: tambourine ‘thé'vother-‘dance, going
through definite motions and gyrations ZThdy~nkaimﬁin this manner they
- are worshipping God and commemoraﬁe Hie Némé“&ﬁ S i

- (-3 ’ .
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ff" *mﬁad ‘Senrab:
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Az last ths day,of their departure came. snd’ ?1vc of them left
Haifa for-Port Said. -From. thexe Mirze Nohroud will leave for Indim:
ch. Emogenevdoagg, Aga uayad Yahya axd Aga. Asetedollsh for Lonaon, and

irza; Habbiboellgh Khodavakah and. Mirza'Azzizollah Khan for Stuttgart.
From, auy: standpoint ¥ Were. aad to. aee thesé friends depart from us;
but- again“we were-. iad to cee they are’ chosen by the Lord and sent

awey to.promote fhe Gled-tidinge of the Kingdem of Good-will and Pesce.
Thise. morning the Belovg§ called. ;nto hie presence our two young Col-~
lege men, and gave . then a. M’blet ‘written with his own hands, the trane-
lation of “which ie as followe, .
.. YHis Honor Mirza Habbibollah and Mzrza Azzizollah Kran have permis-
blcn to take a triyp %q Burope for the soke of the diffusion of the Fra-
grances; of - God. and?the maéting of, ihe velievery of God, 80 taat they .
may sacrifice theiy.lives in the Divine Fath. {6igned) Abdul Beha Abbas

. In the cowrse of his conversation, he told them:w

“You are the angels. of. the Kingdom of Abha; gulde the people. Yown
arg the.raye of the Sun’ of Réality; bestow ipon them light’ ' You =mve
the trees of -the Orchard of Godi produce loving fruite. You sre the
water of Eternal Lifejallay the thirst of mankind. You are the guides
of the Toyal Path of the Klngdom. lead the wandering ones back to the
fold. On ithig trip, thyough i assistance ard providence of Ged ,yeu
nuet . perform rwiracles. . Your apaeoh muat be delivered with the utmge*
ap;rltually.-e--—Spcak in, -public meetings. God will support you. De~
1iver talks on Universsl Love, the greatness of the Cause of Bana'u'llah
the penetratipn of the‘Word ‘of God, and the Genaral Principles of the
Revelation: of’ “Batia'a 'llah. I hope you will fill the minds with the
tumult and, acclamatien of ‘the Kingdom, eet  zglow the heartvs witk the
Fire of Réality and spread far and wide the - good news o* tae Kﬂnr of
Bternal Life. «-uc-cnuf '’

During: the day, the Master called each person more than once into
nis presence giving them detvdiled -instructions in regard to ftheiy
worX in their respective fze;ds, thus they may oceupy their tine with
tue utmest severande and attraction in the spread of the Czuse of God,
thie encouwragement of the believérs to unfurl the standard of Univcwcal
Pcace, and the, ralsing of the.czy Qi Ya Baha El Abha from the depths of
theix. hoarte.: . .

For :a lang alms the Wesx has been scndlng ‘miggionaries to the Laust.
In many casaes  thesge . missionaries ‘nave not ocuite succeeded in their mis-
sione, becsuse they lacked the: Apostolic fire and faith. I believe it
wae Salisbuxy who said when we Want t6 exploit and conguer a country we
firet send our miaelonaries with the ‘gosp&] ,then the merchants with
their wares, and last the soldiers ‘with their rifles .. The Oriental na-
t{ione, having. observed with their owm .eyes how this has been true in the
past, they look wzth diatrust “and, auspic:on upon all miesionary activi-
ties . Bork you, tney -are not- diereapcctful toward them, they honor ihem,
- they ‘wention the .good they have:.done, . the scheols and collegee they huve
founded; the dispensarieg and hospitals they have - opened buet they do - -
not put "their. whole-heartéd trist in them. This feeling often remeins
unmanifested to Europeana2 but is clear to Oriental people. This gives
us tne idea that in all miesionsry propaganda all personal, denouination
‘al, religious and national intereste must be made subscrv1unt to the

Chrlst ;ptg:eat. Now-a-days thia all - 1mportant point is forgotien.
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There arc many \,m'ls‘cia,n oY Church miscionaxvieg, hult very few Cnr
m*aslonariea

Qn the other hand, the Bashal missisnerivcs geing to the Wegp w0
not animated with any of these mercenary idous. Their cspliml iz e

- - . . ~t ok U“ . - .
knowledge of God, their salaries are tho glud-tidings of the i 2ioW

I Brotheruoed, the*r redicine cheste contain ihe principles ond  1dvwis
of Diviue. vi‘;zotlon, their weapons are ithe penetrsting reys -0 ihe
wun of Divine Love, their ‘home office" ie 'in thwe world of Light,Whelr

rewsrd ie from the Lord of Hosfe, and ilhelr susiftanauce if ibhg Daosth
el the Holy »plrit. "

Noout four” o‘clock oux.Perezan brothers sud Hrs. Koage st payr 1l
for the gteamer, and many believera followed them to tue Fier to bid
ther farewell. They were all sad %o be separated frum dhe mr&L‘,, ay
happy in the thought that they will be buey luborers in ihe
ol nue Lord

"The decorated 1;lum1ned petltlon te the Master, signod by ell
the Deleputes present at the Mashrak El Azkay uonv‘nu*un in Chleags

~ 1

snd which was forwarded to. the Holy Lend, Was sent to Indie by Livsa

J

i ll-&.} "“‘

_lialimoud, 8o that he may sheow it to fx iende and “Drah&CIB. it wes

large book of” many pages. The decoratlons were exscuted beawtilully and
artistically.. .

" AnAd now we mist bid farewell 4o our dear brother, Lirza Mehmoud
and wish him a happy and successful-Journey. Fare thee well, ay tiave
eiling. companion and “my. beloved friend!  Thou hast ever be n a geot ond
feithful servant .of Abdul Baha. Thou hast lesrned well end done well,
auu no¥ thou art entering in. the Joy of thy Lord, which 1 no othoT

han the joy of Service.- For more than iwo }ears wie %cye fellow-sa2r-
"uuta st the Court'or Abdul Bakha. In America and Hurope, in Boypht and
Syria, we witnesued together the Clory of the Beloved and ihe Divine

Sway of “the Word of God. . I have no daubt the friends ¢v0rywhevc will

pray- in thy behalf, so that the Confirmatione of tae Kingdam of Kolinews

~uay encirele thee and thou mayst become assxet 4 with the Aagslis of ihe

Bupreme¢ Concourse. Ere. long we shall hear the news of thy spiriiual
victoriea from India. Farewell, my good bxosacr 1 shall alwaye renermber
hee. How.fortunate thou art to be 8o favored!

Jubt at this writing I received ihe NEW REHORMER , of Iadic,dabed
June, 19814, It contains the tran Saatlbn of tho Reloved's Tablet Lo fthe
Bditor, and an article entitled "fhe Logic of the Banal ," by kr.Shirazi.
Ag tois  excellent magazine publisunce montily zriicles on +he Zanal Razyo.

lation, the Beloved will e pleased il scoune 2f the Brlals in Aworise and

‘Lurope subscribe for it. Ite annual suvscription is 4 Rupses, +aich is

1 belicve about One Dollar and forty ceuts . Thosce desiring to tubserite
may 4o 80 by writing directly to the Bditor, Hew Reflsracr, D. Gupawl
Chnetty, 19 Venketroyan Lane, Park Town, ksdras India. :

Thz Master loves fo gee the Bahals becowing active in Indiz, so
that that country may become a magnetic cantre of the Love of uOi yiarmin -

A

Lhie cod vhich 3 2in ivculs throaush the srisyics an &
Plood whi $ being circulated thrnugh & T G veing

ry.l

the human body. XFer the gresent the conditione ave very f"v03x~l«|n_ﬁ
Luere is overy indication that ere long, so far ss this Cruse iv o con-

crracd, there will be a veritable Gf°30”°$0°“0g af the Bona Lo 13
avir that country, and many people will cowe and Li€ten to the i nf
God.

{do signaiure)
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Lear Friondsie-

Qur dear brother Nirza AJi Akbvary Lafsamgar with a belicver ITrom
Lazv left th;aevening for Constantinople. Fronm +hat Foiut they »ill
“occcd te Russis ant then Persia, Tnb'ﬁpeter received them %4we or
Loree times during the 4z , Pouming uron ithom hie richeed Tlessings sod
henedictions - When we ascended the Mountain thie evening and entered

the Pilgrime!- Home:, for the first time I found no pilgrime--everyhody
had laft and’ the empty,roome’and gquiet surroundings cghocd back the
pleasant memoriea of. those stirring, happy, crowded months of the pest.
Aéa Mohanmed  Hassan looked sleepy and forlorn., He misscd the b.ight
*aces of the pilgriue who greet him every night on their return fion
ihe. house “of, the ‘Beloved. I ‘Gould not help but think of the meny ,ueny
pilgyime who- have come and gone during the past geven monuls. WF;& uld
they -gain shile they stayed -in the Holy Lond? Will the Dsstein world
Te made riehcr,'moreitolerant;“more suscepitible in opiritual idcale be-
cause of these pilgrins returned fo their resuective counirles, with
their hearts and minds full of the knowledge of the Lord? Will tuey
guicken the dead, and epread the Glad-tidings of ithe Kingdom? Just as
the tody of man 1e compoaed of millione and mlllione of active, living
cells, cach cell or ezch group -of cells perforuing a specified work,
uupplying ‘and in turn’ demanding co-operation, and assistance from othey
colonies of cells--likewise the Bahai Cause is a vast co-operative,
divine Society, cach member or each Assembly. corresp ond*h to z cell or
a community of cells, devoting their time and encrgy to the furiherance
of a number of deflnlte principles and 1nd1ructly helping ethey wg -
seniblies who are wildely scattered but belong to the same bhody, and for
their nourishment depending upon the same centre. Hence these pilarims
are¢ the spiritual celle .of the spiritual body, closely connected with
the ideal Central Nervous System of the Causé, and respond immedistely
Lo hid slightest comnand o suggesblion. Just as the brain is 1he great
centre of the nervous systen and ite funciticn is to govern all the oxv -
gans of the body, and to cauee them all %o work together fer the cowmon
bood, similarly Abdul Baha, as .the spiritual guide snd precepior of ihe
Behal Cause, is’ guidingemn controll*n& e welfare =nd progperity of all

Svde O

th» Dakaieg.  Again, jist as from every cell comes a coll, likewisce thage

Suhaisyn l&rima, realizing their responsibilities, ars dcvo»;ng all their
°narr timb to the teaching of the Cause, the promotion of the divine
yllnciples, for they know. it is only throuzgh their cceseloss sciivity
that the numbar of the Bahals is being increased and the Flag of Univer
sal Peace raised higher,. ;

411 this ‘morning the, Beloved was busy rocelving f riends and gtireng
ers, and filling hie environment with the sunsnine of his happinesz and
joy. He gave me about 30 Iablets to be translated and mailed to their
respective destinations.

it was abou% 2 mf, and I f ggg gusily tr%nalgténg,tﬂhen I heerd the
‘ .. * e m bl
908l Haoulge ML 18, Flankust 8 d00¥ - Jursied oit of my Toon ene
t?e Tomb of the Bab..- Without waiting, I followad on foot, and as he

8 ﬁtdt%°Eeﬁ§§‘ti%?ﬁ??&rinﬂeief‘he’éﬁe%% agiouiils 480 Riudsugs

ea. pet ng Serve e ERokse
:*rst about some incidenta relative to tne building of the Toub,

Bg
<‘
\,-\.

L
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recaunting most interestingly the difficulties overcome and the obeia-
cleg removéd. Vhile he was relating how the successive obutructious
were taken away and -the road paved, one could not help bringing to
mind the.saying of a great Buropean scholar concerning the characler-
lstics of the Great Man! "Phe mind that never wanders, the eye tunsi
never blenches and the will that never rcelaxszs ."

‘‘henhe related the story of a Motosarraf of Acca who several
years ago” trifd his ‘best to harm the believers. "fhere was a Motowvar-
raf,"” he.said, "Yby the name of Abdor-Rahman Fosha. Ivn goxs ¥ays Le b~
came moet inimical against we. He did his best to rind a pretext, ne
matier how inaccurate, and thus-scntence us io exile or other forme of
punishment.. One evening he 'called on the Mofti, and told him he hsd
received a2 cablegram from.the Sublime Porte which stated that Abbas &1~
Tendi's power had become go paramount in Acca that the influence of the
local zuthoritiass ‘had heen negligible. Therefore some practical steyps
must be taken to stop the furdther spread of his power. The first thing
Lo be done the next day would be to close the shops of all the Persisans,
arrest tiem and throw -them:into prison; then arrzet Abbas Fffendi him-
gelf. In short, he boasted of the many dire punishments that he would
mete out to us on the morrow. That very night I was invited te the
house of Beem-Bashi, and while 1 was there they brough%t ihig--what
they termed distressing news. They were very much agitated, sad wished
we to gend a cablegram to the Governor-Gener sl begging him to withdraw
Lig threatening orders. I told them this was quite impossible; that
they should not be worrkéd,and that God knows best how to desl with
these ircacherous people. . After midnight we bsde farcwell to our gra-
clcus host, and each perfson went to his home to sleep.

. Barly in the morning, we heard someone kriocking at the door aof the
house, and the Telegraph Manager was ushered into my rocm, with besming
face. '"What is the news?! I asked. ‘'Ihave just received a telegyam,'
nie answered, 'from the Governor-General, deposing the Motesarraf, stat-
ing that a Commissioner is on his way to investigate his affeirs and
kiss the hands of Abbas Effendii' _ o

“"On the other hand, Abdorrahman Pasha Yeft his house very early
and taking with hiwm several guarde went to the Basaay and stood in a
corner. He was waiting for the- time the believers would open thelr
stores, that he might order their arrest, While he was thus waiting
never realizing that hie doom.wss -already sezled, the Moftl passed by,
No sooner &id he see him than-he flew off in a rage, flzred up and
stormed. 'What is this secret? he cried out. *'I hear that the kan-
ager of the telegraph office has called on Abbus Effendi early thise
warning, and that thou hast called at the house of the Judge, a2t an un-
vsual howr. What does .all thie ‘mean? What ig tuie intrigue and con-
spiracy?! The Mofti said! '"Your Excellency! There is no plot. Cnly 1
hope, Ged willing, you will ‘be promoted to a higher Governrxent posi-
tieon.' 'Ok!! -the Motosarraf cried out in astonishment, understanding
his situation. Cowering and cringing with fear, he beckoned to his
guards to leave -the market, and hHurried back to his home. Thuse in this
miraculous way he: was. defeated :in carrying out his plan of arresting
and imprisoning the believers.. That evening I was walking in the sireet
and I saw.’'a tall man covered withia. counterpasne and a shawl was weund
over it, and on his head he wore ‘'Japy-yergal.! When 1 aprroached nim I
was surprised to see the Motodarraf - in this fantastic dispuise. He
had c¢alled on tae town commuissioner, who had some influence with the
Governor-General, to intercede for him, so that he might be sent away
without the usual diegrace attending the deposition of a Turkisk offi-

¢ial. Whgg_hg gan,ms;-he‘began’tofpleéd and implore, in order that I
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rmight also mediate in his bebhalf. 'You are the only verson in the worlda’
he eaid, 'who does not dream of any retaliation, but thesc many porsons
to whom 1 have done evil, now that they have heard I am depossd, will
Go their utmost to vilify my charavter and @ ruin my reputation. You are
forgiving. 1 beg you to come to my assistance! A1l the friends know
how well 1 treated him, and he left Acca very happy.*

After yélating this interesting story, he conducted all of us to
the Holy Tomb of the Bab, and chanted the Visiting Tablet in the most
wonderful clear voice. Everyone was in g worshipful attitude. After
this heavenly éervice,ghe-went'to‘thevPilgrima‘ Home to mect three Eu~
ropesn newspaper-men. They had brought their own interpreter with
them, 80 he did not take me with him.

The Beloved's talk in the evening was very significant, and every-
one thought it was in reference to the unpleasant activities of a number
of heedless souls in-----, As it was rather short and symbolic, I will
bring this letter to a close with its translationi-

"Poday 1 was thinking over the following subject: The heavenly furme
er ceme and cleared the ground from thorns and thigtles. He harcowed the
field and prepared it for planting. With rhe utmost trials, eufferings,
nardships end vicissitudes he toiled on %ill the land was cleared of all
gpines and underbrush. The ground was furrowed deep: pure zeeds were
sown an® young treem planted, so that in time there wight appear a waving
field of wheat and a fruitful garden. He expected to recalize abundant
crops at harvest time, :and abundant fruit during the ssason; thus hesv-
enly blesgings and Bpiritual fertility might become revealed. Having
planted these tender trees, he irrigated them with the Water of Life
and caused the sun of His Grace to pour upon them. Then he set about
instructing His servants how to take care of the farm and how to frauin
ihe garden. He enjoined upon them that if they strictly followed the
path of their high duty, the farm would prosper and be crowned with
many & goed crop, aznd the trees would develop and produce many kinds of
fruits.

"Then while the stalks were yet green and unripe, a numbaer of peo-
ple came up and started to cut them with the sickles. When the overseer
cried out to them: 'What are you doing? Why are you reaping the green
gstens? Thie ie not juet! The Divine Farmer has labored hard, se¢ that af
the proper season He might gather in sbundant harvests!'--They answer
back: 'What do we care a&bout the labore of the Divine Farmer? We are
in a hurry. We need grass for our animals,' The overseer told them!
tthen go to the prairies and plains, and there you will find green grase
to feed your animals.' They replied: '¥o! No! The prairies are too far
away, snd this farm is so near!We have not the courage to venture oul of
this cistrict!'! Again they started out to cut down the young trees. The
overeeer, coming up, asked them impatiently. 'What are you doing aganin?
Do not chop these iender plants. Do not cut them down 8o mercilessly !
They answered: tDen't bother us any more. We have nothing to do with
agricultural precautions. We need wood, we need kindlinge, to make fire
The overseer told them! 'There are many wild trees in the jungle. Go
there and cut z8 many as you like, but leave these trees. The Spiritual

rdener ted these- trees d He hopes to gather much fruits;but
? vou cuga%h maﬁoﬂn now, there *i?n 1 be no Truit i% ites season! The gard-

ener has enkindled meny shining lights. All of a sudden he observes
these people are trying to extinguish these lights, cne by one. He de-
rands of them! 'Why are you doing this?!' They say: ‘VWie love darkness.
We want to steal and rob men. We cannot pilfer and purlein while so
many lights ere burning. We can only carry on our business while
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-covered with the'mantle,of”darkneasi‘ What injuetice is this! Waat
a cowardice. is this! What.a tyrann .is this! Wha a heedlessness is
thigtewanaIn’ shbrt, e point 1801 is. ‘His Holines® the Bab underwent

. ‘persecution and martyrdom; His Holiness. Baﬁa *1lsh accepied willi

. g ¥hgg, g&ilgb 2%5 2§éir ‘atten an% hgp un g p% las% ngly
d was cleared fx be thorns and tares of human selfishness, it iy

_was furrOWed with - the hands ‘of_ thousands of earnest souls, the pure -

" seeds of the Divine.Teaching',were sown and watered with the Plood of

thousands  of mertyre.:’ . ag fallen to our lot to superintend

this Ffarm. with our- ceaseless effort. and untiring exertion; it is ap-
'portionedrto ‘usto irrigate. and take care of it--perchance through our

endeamor any harvests“may be gathered and the heavenly blessings vouch«

'“Thoae aouls wh are'attracted with the Breaths of the. Hol; Spirit
‘sevéred: from-all also,aave GODy ‘are perfumed with the Fragrance of the
rose-garden ‘of- Abf ‘have - renounced everything except the good -plessure
of the Lord, are submerged  in<the Sea -of Divine Mercy, they will strive

- by day and by night g0 that this epiritusl Farm may be protected from
the prowling of'jackals.. d the ravages of the wolves. Then day by d '
- the reennegag tﬂe E §n ce, the. gauty and the verdancy ofax L $o

nis farm . -

Will “increase and " those ‘who have ‘worked for its protection enjoy its
_ 'wonderfulncolor and lovelinesa. The believers of God must exsrt them-
‘Belves: to 'dt'the seeda of wisdom and knowledge in the virgin soil of

the hearts, and: water ‘them with spiritual rain descending from the heav-
en . of.th' :1vine Will.

Almad Sohrab




Bahai Nest, lount Carmel Haifz, Syria.
) July 2}, 1614 ,
Dear Triends: -

Iefandeyar, & Zoroastrian Bahai who wmarried the daughter of Jam-
sheed, the gardener of Fordouss, left todey for India with nie hride..

He is a thinly-built young man, dark-featured and an active, good
Bahal . The:Beloved received him this afterncon and showered upon him
his Graces and Bounties. *I hope,” he said, "Indiz will become the
burning furnace of the Love of God. The people of that country are
very receptive and their leaders are quick to perceive the need of
spiritual an% 8ocial reformation. The educative and reformative ideass
qust be introduced little by little according to the mental grasp and
habits of the masses--s0 that they may adapt themeelves to the new en-
vironment without protest on their parte. 1 trust that ere long sweel
fragrances from India way reach the noeirile of these longing ones, the
Flag of Guidance may be ralsed and the Teachings of the Blessed Per-
fection be promulgated through the lengih -and breadth of India." 4
very long illuminated petition written and signed by the New York be-
lievers wae sent with Isfendeyar , so that he may show it to the friends
in Borbay and other centres. The Beloved embraced our depariting pile
grime and kissed him on both his cheeks.

After an hour, five young Americun teachers who are tezching in
three American schools in Turkey, amongst them Robert College in Con-

stantingple, called on the Magter. They had been atiending a Mission-
ary*Conggredce somewhere in the vicinitg a%¢Mount Lebanon,cand mush of

the digcussions was concerning thie interesting subject. Haviug reud
about the Beloved, and knowing a few facts concerning hie trip to Amer-
ica, they could not of courde, pass through Haifa without calling on
the Master and paying their respectful homage. One of the questions
they asked was the Masterts inpressions of the United States . e said
"The true, liberal, religioue spirit is more in evidence in America than
in Burope. From an ethical standpoint they are far shead of Eurgpean
nations. The Americsn people are a8 a whole a religious people. They
investigate the Reality, and are free from the fetters of prejudices.
The Kuropeans are not deeply religious, but they have their prejudices.
The Americans are an inventive nation. In the light of their manifeld
inventions their services to the world of humanity are considered us
incalculable, - - - -"

"Is there any leaders or head in the Bahai Religion?"

"The Bahais are a community of co-opsrative servants. They have no
legsder . Theixr only leader is God. They have ne ordained ministers ox
priests. Whosoever hears and bhelieves in the Principles of this Cause
it ie required of him to convey this Message to others. The Bashaiwg
have no organized Missionary headquarters. JBecsuse their cardiral creed
is the Fatherhood of GOD and the Brotherhood of man, they have no theg-
logical wrangles and no metaphysical speculatione .”

"Do the Bahai Teachings renovate the individual private 1ife? Or are
they only a set of principles for the adjustment of general relations
tetween men without the necessary requirement of pervonal regeneration?®

"Trhe Teachings of.Baha‘o‘llaK are the Breaths of the Holy Spirii

which e¢reate men anew. Persopnal purity, both in private and public, is
amplhizsized and insisted upon.®™

"What do the Bahais believe?®
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”They.believé that mankind must love mankind; that universal smity
must be practiced; that dead dogmas must be tirown away, that we are at

- the Threshold of the era of interdependence; that we must forget pre-

Jjudices, and that Universal Love must become the dominant note of the
twentieth century.® = - R :

"What do the Bahais teach?" :

"They teach that the. internal, spiritual Idea is the same in all re-
ligions; that a unigue, general plan underlies the foundation of the
past Paithe; that priestcraft has described the Religion of God; that -
the active divine Idea is hidden under the incrustation of dead ecclesi-
asticism; that religion must shuffle its tatterd garments of mediaeval
agee and put o nthe robe of Universal Precepte of God." '

"What is the Bahai Faith?"

. "Trust in God.. -Be kind to thy fellowmen. Fill the world with the
Spirit of Love. The Spirit of Faith in a Bahal is very strong. His
trust is in the Grace of the Holy Spirit."®

Then they asked him about the history and the teachings of the
Cause, and for nearly an hour he spoke on these subjects. After drink-
ing tea and lemonade they said: *We (by--We--they mean the missionary
world) are watching with great interest the progress of thie Novement.

For it seems to ue it is advancing with great rapidity without the us-
ual propaganda'brganization-whichgto ue ard-heaﬁed, gractical Americans

ie so essential snd necessary. We arc watching to see what will ve the
okjective aims of this Cause ."

"The objective aims of this Cause are the Oneness of the world of
humanity; Universsl Peace; Universal Love; Internaticnal co-operation
reciprocity; the promotion of the principle of human consanguinity and
solidarity, and the establishment of the Kingdom of God, first in the
hearts of men and then upon earth., These are the noble objective aims.
Are you not in sympathy with them? Will you not alse do your utmost to
hasten that day? What harm is there in this? We are working day and
night for the realization of these Ideas and purposes., God and His
servante are alsc pleased with those soula who are serving under a dif~

~ferent flag_and in a different camp, to actualize these principles of

humanity.®

Then the Beloved made several inquiries about their celleges ,number
of students, different nationalities attending, etc. Having received
their answers, he said: "The doors of Colleges and Universities must ve
wide open to the adherents of all religions and the members of all na-
tionalities--80 that these different people: from widely scattered coun-
tries may meet and associate with each other in those educational insti-
tutions, learn each othert's customs and habits, interchange their ideas
and discard their purposeless prejudiées. In this way these young men
and women will grow up with the ideas of world patriotism. There are a
nunber of Missionary Colleges in the East that are dogmatically secta-
rian, trying all the time to teach the students the falsity of their
vrarents' religions and the grandeur and sublimity of Christianity. The
net result has been a wodful failure, for generally the students turn
out of tne college with no religion. Thus it has been witnessed that
when a Missionary teacher triee to undermine, sither with bitter anti-
pathy or indirect references, the religiosn of the etudents, in which
they have been brought up, he is unconsciously undermining the religion
of Cnristianity. :

0 R A di 8 tv has dagyned
asatté?iﬁ%oggs %?1§ﬂ%sr§?a %%gncggiuﬁﬂmgg?t§%n @g %?gl e%inn ng ggﬁgeala
ize that thie globe is one home and all men are brothers and sisters,

the members of one family, the stars of one heaven, the lampe of onc
meeting, the pearls of one necklace, the trees of one garden and the

-
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: sxgns of thg Meﬁey of‘the Almigaty.nxcreatlonally there are no bad pao-
“ple.. They are all. good\ "It.is:only when we subvert the original plan
~concerning our progress that: the ‘outcome:im distorted, abnormal staics

of being.; Mhe Iree: of’humanity‘ia one and is planted by God. The arigin

-is one and the end must also be one.

When.they left the;preaenoe\of the Beloved they wandered s few

' ?'fﬁinutes “in*the garden;<adnmiring- ‘the flowers. Iemael Aga was at hnand,

¢

' myaelf were:inyito
. we had a¢ meetiyg of .prayer, ohanting appropriate songe; because aceord-

| the ‘Bab. "

| " the 9cale of hia commonsense

“heay the” things with nis ‘oWn are’, - He must not accept anything on hear-
“gay or; asgertion;

- gach community orBect holding”

and offered to eaoh a 1ovoly bouquet.

In the evening Shoughi Effendi Rouni Effendi Badi Bushri and
to dinneriby the’students, and $i11 aimost midnight

ing to- thﬁiuo ammedan reokonlng thia was the night of the Martyrdom of

. £h15 morning the:Beloved had a 1ong talk with a Peraian concerning
uetice ‘and  how man ‘ahotld investigaxe every problem and welgh it with
o' pe@ the things with his own eyes and

9. "and: not 1et¢prejudice deprive him of imper Hal julge
ment .. He muat“test ths ‘soyndness of every .fact and a search after the
uvltimate” reality.ﬂ Tas world i¥.a sympoeium of contradictory statenonts,
he-idea ' that they are the last cusio-

gﬁThrough ‘this dark passage of confusing theo-

disns of. Ultimateée T ruth

" ries, the seeker.of. Truth‘musﬁ plod slong, giving quarter to none and

receiving favors. from honn--till at last entering the world of light

and 1ooking iuto the Face ‘of: Unchangeable Truth.

Then read to him a.few lctters juet received from Indiz, and
he dlctated a long Tablet Yo Mirza Lotfullah: Hekim, in London.

Ahmad sohrab.



¥ =-~..;...-1'saha1 ‘Nest, Mount Carmel Haifa,8yTia
July 22, 1914/

Lear Friends.- AT ;
.- According to the Lunar calendar this was the 28th of Shatlaban, and
the day. of the martyrdom of Hie, Holiness the Bab. Hence a memorial
meeting . was. held. on.the. alope of Mount Carmel , right benestl: the wing
of the: building‘where“h; essed remaine are enahrined 'Eaji Vskiled-
douleh - was: ‘an. old. Afnan ‘an. uncle of’ the Bab, wht lived t¢ a very ripe
old: age: and - spent the. laat years of his life in Acca and Hzifa. His
body is also interred in the Bahal Cemetery at the foot of iount Carmel
A provision: in his Will- provides that as long as the Bahai Cause lasts
sn annual Memorial meeting be held on the day of martyrdom of the Bab,
on Mount Carmel., ‘and dinner. be aerved to all those Bahais wao heppen to
te present, - The -expense . of thig1dlnner and afternoon tea is defrayed
from the income of 8 piece;.of land ‘in Persia, set aside for this epec-
ial purpose.. .Is not this an . excellent bequest? While I am on this par-
ticular subject; let me mentien. another interesting fact of this nature.
An English Bahel lady who has dediocated her life %o the promoiion of the
Cause, and is now travelling. in the Oricnt, lecturing and spreading the
glad- tidlngs of .theé Kingdom, has her qwn annual income from her personal
property.- ‘She _nhas made & will to the effect that as long ag vhe lives
in this world the 1ncome fTrom néy captial may go to her for her own
neintenance,; but. after that her incowe may be expended for the propaga-
tion of the Bahai Principles in -all parts of the world, The capital
must not.be touched under.any consideration, only the intereet be drawn
annually. To my knowledge this ie the first practical beguest to the
Bahai Camse, and it shows in a concrete mwanner the wisdom and far-
s ightednese of the lady in question. To have a will similar unto this
made Dby a Persian believer does not excite much comment; but when an
Engliah woman shows helr love 'of the Csuse in such a. differcnt way, no
one can help but’ admire ‘her unique resolution and real sincerity. As
time rolls on and the’ Cauae assumes more and more importance, and ig
invested with ihe garments of .diversified responsibilities, the practi-
czl well-wishers of the Movement woudd , no doubt, be pleased to se& such
examples followed by: others, and’ such’ 1nstancee multiplieu. We egre liv-
irg in & material’ wbrld ‘and we know that God works here on this plane
through ingtruments.. While not forgetting our spiritual virthright and
progrese, wé must not’ neglect '"the material welfare of the Cause. The
two muet go.on hand in hand, - The neglect of the one is detrimental to
the other. Growth only in one: aspect of life is zBmormal. The growth
of the Bahai life, which’' is the most perfedt, wholesmme, serene and sane
life, must be in all directione. ‘A-man or a3 women must be the sympoesium
of all the: epiritual @conomic’ and social temchinge of Bahatot'llah. 1f
the Cause or. the individual connected with the Cause develops only in
. one direction the aim ig ‘not obtained, the purpose is not accomplished,
the fruit il not culled” ‘and ‘the whole truth is not revealed. :
Well,enough of this digreseion! Today all the resident Lelievers
closed their shopa and joine the Pilgrims and etudents on the slope of

ita t a 1o getablishsd tom I & ded the
oun agn 3 en%e %he ?giry ggrdenabf the Bg ovgg. Tﬁgcggnglatbreeze

“wafting over the radiant ‘fresh flowers of wmmny colors, made the morn-
ing air fragrant, the little birds sang in the rose-bushes, the wsather

wag perfectly -heavenly, and the sun shone with diamond brilliancy. oOn!

how quiet and charming everything sppeared! I sat under the beautlihl

trellis of roses, and as I looked up, the red and white and yellow
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spoke in the inartlculate language of love, innocence and constaney.
The combined -perfume wes' delicate: and tender--infueing the heart and’
the mind with “the unspoken meaaage oTthe Spirit. There was no one in
the garden' to disturbithe” peace and mer the bcnuqy of the scene. 1

sat there, motionless E bandonmng my . feelings and emotions io the full
enJo;munt of these. ré_? hingy.pageant: displays of nature, when my rcv—

erie was.brought' to ‘a ful. stop; by bBeering the firm steps of the Belove
descending:the sbaire,  Tmiedieiely I Wwae up and on my feet. d?iv“bozcd
the garden and commenced: wal g{througk the various paths; now looking
at vari-color chrysanthemumsu:and ‘again at white and red carnations. He
. was clothed in his cream,’ Persian overcoat, flowing. to the . ground hie
‘white, beautiful locks.adorned his- strazght shoulders and hie lonu,w“itc
beard. beapoke authcrity and majesty.. His eyes were alive with health,
. interest -and-the love of flowers. . As he walked briakly in ithe cunghine
his blessed. hands Mexs -1ocked,pehind hlm—-a true symbql of the Un*tv of

teen minutes. “Then - he asked for ™ c%amr,“nd
. _ Cféw words, he reforred td-the: sacrednsss and
eolwanlty of 'the. day,.. quired!about this servant's' healtih, "aidd es he
arcse -to entér: the. house ‘he told ‘me’ he would be up -about 3 p.m.

At twelve & good dinner: wag:served, and -all the believars ware pree-

S p.m. we “espied thuough the window, -the carriage standing in front of
the door, &nd: the Masteriucoming out of the House, rode away and after
a few. minutes he was. walhingt ongst "ugy He:sat silent throughout the

. meeting, the Tablete were: chﬁnted by Badi Bushrui. Then we followed him
ita- the- Tbmo, ‘and.he chanted’in.a olear, distinct voice, the Visiting

. Tablet. He:stood imy front the door, and with the utmogt kindoess gav..
';Iose-Water‘to;each worshippe; ag’ e’ entered. the Holy of.Helies. C“mlsg

out of the ‘Sacred ‘Roonty ‘he walked: through the gardens ‘and - the grounds,

and while we’'were engaged -in ¥&lking about the Cause, he slipped away.

Waen we- hear :about hiegl departure,fwe were surprised, the meeting was
brought to an "end and’ every one.’started descending the Mountain.

I ghall: brlng thig: letter to:.a close by itransliating @ Tablet re-
cently reévealed to a believer “in Vieanai-
"0 thou ‘heavenYy perssnaget’ Thy lctier was received. It boecame the

Caus of jey, that, praise; ‘be:-te, God, the Divine Candle is ignited in
that city, the. Light of Guidance“shone Lorth, the Call of ihe Kinpdom

was raised and “the. epiritualy sEembly wWas organlzpd. This is the begin-

ning of the ‘dawn. If: the mce ing'itdwell s tablished and the souls ut-
tracted to the hlngdom of ‘Abhg e ong the Sun of Reality siall cust

a strong effulgence ypon. the. city;ithe Melody of the Cneness of ithe worlg
ot humanity shall . be. raised, tae: Flag ‘of ‘Ualversal Peace shall wave cver
: “of the: LGgdom will conflrm. - = ¥

.To a believeriip'Detroit 1ch1gan ‘he.saysi- - ' _
"0 thou real. friendV- "Phank: “+thou: God that thou hast heard the Cull

or thv Klngdom, quaffed,from the cupof the Wine. of thée Teachings of the
. atic -"Admffomfancient dogmae , attained to callty
g tﬁé ERY. of - Guidance! Tuzrefore render
o hath- ‘uncliosed such a door and
greax.bay tnou mayst become one of -

. dukegiving?'
__gihhccd sucn'

_;f-zghmadJS@hréb-
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Bahai Nest, Mount Cormel, Haifa Syriz.
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Do “rlende.—--.
I is 10 p.m. 1 haxe Just teen walking on the perch of my littie
. 1In their shining tongues the stars were shining the glory ¢f the

ord and declarinp the majesty . of the Maker of the heavenb and th
rtn‘ Tne alr was impregnated with the coft tonen and aelightful une
serivnes of bue music of silence. The Muses £illad the mind w1tn the
w»et mcsaage of the s8till, small veice, and the cansciznes becqme bhe
caurt of brilliant Lnattaln»d longings. The mounisins znd the saa,the
ecand and the rocks, the trees -and the plants whispered te the haow
the ideals of their baauty,. simplicity and %Lu*actl)no Nature sosmud
alive with the life .of the spirit--intpxicated with the overfiowing oup

uf the colestial ncctar, bscausc the “Dasire of a1’ nationg® i in;yirn
ing the souls of men wity lofty ideals and ﬂor g-annguneing bhoug

....u;_‘ ‘-w\) L]

Thz mountain-was so quist, so still, and withall there w: ewsucu serfect
commuainn between all *Taorguniem of nasure. taat a tralnsd enr could

heur all- their- inarticulahe soundg. 1 tsou&ht I wae gtanding velween
tuo e¢as of -eilence, one morc s;gn;flcann than tne otuoxr.,

Tidgs wag the Fourth of July itursughout all PTurkey. In othor worde,
on this day “the Young Turks wrested d@d} pAST imporldl avthority Tvom
the cruel—autocrats, Abdul Hamid, drove him from tne thrnae, bonisaed
himt from-the Capital and esb¢bllsn d the Constitution and rﬂrliament.
¥or thies reason this, was a naticnal holiday, and the spirit o0 merri -
amant was abroad. Governmont officas were clne‘d and almact wll the
ctores were 'shut. - In the cevening the principal bu*]ﬁing wers 13Lluninsd
and the gtreets were filled with joyous nrnwde~~bhrlst1ane ¥ohammsdane
and Jews congratulating each other with patfriotic ferver ?nd devatinn.
While I was walking on my porch I saw occagional rockets shooting eky-
ward, bursting into many -colors and flower-shaped forme . To thc Brhals
also this 18 a good day,. because the dgors of the prison were pcpened
before the face of Abdul Bana, and thus he was enabled to go aut inta
the world and spread the Message of Love and Poeace. Without the decla-
ravien of freedom, our Heloved might have nsver left Aceca, and the
lovers of humanity would have been deprived ‘of lookine intn hig face
nnd listening. to His Holy VWords. ‘

This morning the Beloved sent Suhoupl Lffendi zfter me and in no
time I was standing in his presence.  His cvery movement indicated
Lealth and joy and sound. reasoning end a centagious optimiem as regards
ihe futiure of the Cause in the world and its inv;ncible victory over
the hearts of men. He' .was sitting on the cofa. "Come and sit dOJﬂ,“ he
said. "How art thou? "Speak to me! Wiat hzast thou?® I teld him of th
lukcwarm attitude of & mumber of clcrgymen in London discountenancing
the idea of a conference between the various Christian or Anglicen sects
He said: “For the time being the proposed Delegates to such a Confar.
ence must lay aside the discuseion of dogmas end Apostles! Creeds. The

vesticn of the Validity of the. Creed and the inviolsble suthority of
dogmae is’ a secondary’ problem.' One sect may hold fast to the Apostlics!
cresd as the final Will' of 'God to man, adhering dogmatically that tue
door of further reveldtion and 1ight 18 definitely closed hefore the
fade of mankind Angther pect may assert just as assurcdly but with
more reason and loglc, the right of liberal interpretation according to
the everwevolv;ng and; progressive conscience of man. The growing and
heated discuesion between the two religions camps holding such extreme
views ¥ill no doubt léad to acrimony ond svperity snd vroduce no resulis
iigw much more useful it would be if the c¢ssentizl dcctrines of Chyis-

tionity were iaken up and discussed, espocially those principles which
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would harmonize the different scattered forces, weld them togetheyr--
thus they may be compressed into intimate and permanent union ." He
epoke along these lines in detzil, pointing to the cardinal dectirines
of the Church ag entirely misunderstood, priesie and laymen alike,--
such as the Creeds of Confession,- Tranesubatantiation, Tomaculate Con-
ception, Resurredtion, Atonement, Ascension ond Miracles. "If the
Churches % he sald, "are anxious to win the souls back to Chriet, they

Crmrusd 1nterpret these igeven great mysteries' of Curistianity °cco“¢1ng

to science and reason--otherwise no libteral -minded person will =zccept
the old: hide-bound interpretation " At this juncture un Arab entered
the room and the Beloved changed hie talk to a full description of the
origin of dlfference vetween~the Oriental and Occidentasl Churches ,des -
ignated as Catholic and Orthodox, the subsequent Crussders' Ware which
lasted .200 years and the final capture of Constantinople by Mohammed 11
the Conqueror.. The hour struck 12, end the Arab caller got up from
his seat and bid good-bye to the Master. Altogether I was in his bless-
¢d presence for more than two houra, finding the pear]a of Truth on the
sea-shore of his explanation.

As. tomorrow will be. the first day of the month of Ramazan--the Mo -
hammedan fasting, the laster paid a few official calls this afternoon.
When he returned, driven in his landeau, all the believerz were in the
garden to greet him. ‘He walked through the garden and entered the
house between two lines of the reverently-howing disciplee. After a few
minutes we Were all called into his presence/ Noticing that Mirza Haydar
Ali is not amongst the believerag ‘he inquired about him. Keferring to
him, he said: "In reality he ‘Had srent all his powers in the Path of the
Cauhe of God. How wonderful it ie, if man dedicates his life to the
Blessed Cause! 1Instead of spending his precious hours in the gratifi -
cation of his worldly desires and wishes, which have no permanent value
and sutcome’, he may devote them to the apread of the Cause of God, Thie
will glorify his station in Both worlds. Consider the records of those
soulg who have consecrated their lives to the Cause of God:; who have
been as strangers to all personal desires, wishes, hopes and purposecs
save servitude at the Holy Threshold and thralldéom at the Court of the
Bleosed Perfection., ..They are.the embodiments of pure spirituality, il-
lumination, enkindlement, geverance, attraotion and detmchment! - - -
These souls are conducive to the. enlightenment of the nations. Thege
sanctified personages bestow spzrituallty to the children of man;quick-
en the hearts, embody the perfections of the world of humaniiy: project
and make manifest in their lives divine virtues, and entirely referm the
world of mankigd! - -* For half an hour he went on, then speaking about
the hardships and sufferxngs of %he Bab and Baha'otllah, contrasting
them with the lives of the former Menifestations of God. Having described
their arrival in the penal pown of Acca and the Blessed FPerfection's
incarceration in the Military Barrack, he continued. "Having then resliz€
how these holy. spiritual luminous Manlfeetations sacrificed their lives,
teaching us with deeds and not words, instructing us with supreme morsls
and ethice directing us through unparalleled examples of trials and or-
Gesls, afflictions and persecutions and couwrselling us with peerless ad-
vice and countless revelgtione~--then if we have one grain of loyalty,how
can we stand by idle and not rush toward the arenz of gelf-saorifice!
Why should we not renounce everythingt How can we ease owr Gonscicnces
by accepting comfort and tranquility! Why should we not give up life
iteelf, and why should we not with whole-hearted enthuslesm arise to
serve these Blesged Personages. and diffuse far and wide the Fragrances
of their feachinga,, Therefore we must strive, we must make a great ef -
fort, in order to be confirmed with the pure servitude of these Manifes-

tations. If we sre deprived of the sea, let us not deprive ourselves of
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2 of the drop. The servitude of these Holy Nanifestations is like unto
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the sun and we are like unto atoms. Just as the atoms are made mani-
fest in the light of the sun, similarly we are made manifest in the
servitude of the Divine Meseengers of GOD .- - ="

- " " Anmad Sohrab,

T © - Bahai Nest Mount Carmel [Haifa,Syriea July 24,1914

Dear Friendsgi~ R - E

'~ An enkindled young Egyptian Bahai is MNohamad Said. He is a Teachexr
in one of the Government Schools in Alexandria, and speaks and writes
the English language quite’ fluently. He is one of that band of young
men in Egypt-taught by owr late beloved Teacher, Mirza Abul Fazl. This
teing the vacation time, He has come to Haifa to meet the Master and
fill his-cup with the nectar. of happinees. PFor the last few days he has
been in-the Pilgrime! Home, meeting the Blessed One almost every day
and listening to-his words of Truth. Today he received permission %o
return to Alexandrie, via Damascus, Beirut, Port Said and Cairo. He haz
an earnest and pleasant face, kindly, black eyes, hospitable disposition
speake intelligently on' the .Cause, and is eager to serve and spread it
in any way possible. Having met him in Ramleh mwany, many times, it gave
me real joy to remew our Bahai love and strengthen our old friendship.
This morning we were talking together about some of our American Rahais,
in the rose~garden, when the Haster enterediit, after having enjoyed a
long walk. BEntering the orciard. of Esmael Aga, he returned after a mo-
ment with fige and grapes, which he divided in turn between us, includ-
ing Shougl Effendi and Badi Bushrui., Then in the cooling shade of the
trellis, he sat on a sofa, facing a wonderful garden of Chrysanthemwns,
carnations, roses, stocke, etc. The gentle breeze stirred these innumer-
able, naturael, multicolored bouquets of flowers, making a fairy picture,

most pleasing to .the eyes. .The Master made repeated reference ¢ the
scene before us.  The illustrated history of Persia, written by Sir John
Yalcolin, wae on a ¢haiy near him, and he commenced to read a few chap-
ters in the middle of the book. When he finighed reading, Mohamad Said
delivered to him the devotion and the pledges of falthfulness on the
rart of the Cairo and Alexandria believers., He said: "Convey to them my
megsages of love and spirituality. I beg of the Blessed Perfection to
confirm and assist them under 2ll circumstances, 8o that they may live
in such a mannexr as .to become conducive to their own honor and glory in
the Kingdom of Abha. Man must be the mine of piety and sympathy. IHe
must associate with all mankind with joy and fragrance. He must not
turn back his face to any soul., He must raise the fallen and cheer up
the hopeless. He must treat with kindnees both the friend and the sitran-
gor. I pray .in their behalf at the Threshold of Baha'c'llah, and will
supplicate the descent -of the Holy Spirit upon them.” Then our friend
asked several guestions, pertaining to the affairs of their Assembly,

to all of which he gave definite and kindly answers. After a long pause
e turned his benign face -to me and sald: "Speak!” 1 told him of the
proposed round-the-globe aerial contest , to be held next year in San
Francisco, with a prizeé of $500,000.00 to the winner, and the route to
be navigated by such a fleet. He sald: "The question of air-navigation
has gripped and facinated the minds of the Western world. It has be-
come the moet absorbing meptal illusion of the time. Already hundreds of
darin% aeronouts have risked their lives for the progress of this science
and the roll of 'martyre' i increasing. No sooner is one of these men
Killed than his name is embossed in the book of ailr-martyrology by the
acrongutic clubs of the West: Now it seems this illusion nas taken a

., Wider field of activity, and the highest ambition of the rocklews air

nayigators is to girdle the gdcbe with & fleet of agroplanes,. Of course

q
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% l, a 1argp number of men wzll enter thie royal contest, which is never -

‘theless fraught with much: risks and danger to lzves. The scicence of

,’n.,air nawigation At seems . ‘10 mg, i8 not yet so perfected as to embark
.-~ -on such'‘a great venture) ‘putting in jeopardy the lives of the pilots.
~ But the time:is coming ‘when people will travel in safety in the alx-

ships- from one country to another. Learning little by little through

o experience, ‘they will bring down to a minimwm the dangers &f travelling
' in the air. To rush along precipitately on this matter will be like the

man who, having a young bay of two years, would ride him and expect him
to cover ‘twenty or thirty miles a day, The poor bay would either kick
and dash him to: the ground , ¢r would die at the end of the journey. In
both cases, the results are €dually unfortunate." Qther auhjeots were
discusgsed; auoh.as England's lack of desire to participate in the Semn
Francisco Expoa;xion etc. It was about noon when the Master entered
the house, ‘and according to our watch we had two hours of heavenly,
spiritual asaociaxion with the Ruler of the hearts.

In the ‘afternoon he dictated to Shougi Effendi several Tablets,
and about sunset We had a glimpee of him ag he returned from his walk.

A Tablet revealed recently to two Pereian women may interest you:d

“O 'ye two glorious leaves of the Divine Ferdouset It is now some
time that His 'Honor Mirza Abdul Gomi has arrived in this lapnd to visit
the Holy Threskold of Baba'otllah and the Blessed Tomb of the Bab--thus
he may perfume his nostrils with the Fragrances of these two radiasnt
spots. He bege and supplicates in your béhalf, and implores inexhaustd -
ble Confirmation, so that you may remain f;rm and steadfast in the
Cause of God and receive a great portion of the Divine Bestowal. Praise

be to God, you are firm in the Covenant and steadfast in Testament. Firm
nese and steadfastness are of the -greatest conditions of Faith and As-

surance. As long as the tree does not send its roots to the bowels of
the earth, it will not become secure and established, neither will it
grow and develop into the full stature. But :if it is not firmly rooted,
it will be broken before the 'blowing of one strong wind. Thesefore Abdul
Baha with the utmost contrition, fear and apprehension of the teste of
God, implores toward. the Kingdom of Abha and beseeches for the gifts

of firmneas and steadfastness, and with the utter humility and meekness
entreats constancy and determination.- - - -

To a believer in America he writes:-

"0 thou dear son! Thy letter was received. It was an evidsnce of
thy firmness and steadfastness . For today the highest of all the de-
grees are the degrees of Firmness and Steadfastness in Faith and Cer-
tainty. This Firmness and Steadfastness will be conducive to the de-
scent of Divine Assistance and Cobfirmation. His Holiness Baha'o'llah
hath ordained for His bellevers e¢ternal sovereignty which is not over-
thrown and annihilated through. the lapse of centuriee and ¢ycles. The
foundation of any other sovereigniy is not securely laid. Therefore
you muet str¥ive in that which ie permenent and unchangeable. The sov-
ereignty of ‘the world is like unto the mirage and the Sovereignty of
the Kingdom is like unto: the ocean of water. The latter is the Reality,
the former is superficiality. One is comfort, the other is hardehip.
That is the Sublimity of the Xingdom, thie is the sublimity of the earth
Consequently exert thou with heart and soul to spread the light of
Guidance, so that the Good of that world and this be realized and both
heavenly "and earthly Honor be revealed.---".

(No signature)
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“Come ait dqwnu‘ Thou ar mw :riepd! Thou art companion!“Thus
the Beloved addreaaed me ‘ag T ‘gntered ‘the ‘room and took a seat,after
hsn‘he bommenced dictating Tableti after Tablet till
noon,, Aggin ‘1 was) uahé?ed into his presence.at 3 p.m., end.many Tao-.
léts were' revealed,until 6.0Vclock, . In. the evening, the Gaemagam and
other officiala called and stayed. until almost midnight . . .

. .As. this 1}"_LTablet day,.I will.ghare. with you the
ng:.0f - the Kingdom._ ‘.
' :hn writea to the believers in Marv.

boti piler £t e.ﬂoly of Holies of the Supreme Goncourse’ Al -

tnough 1h appéaranca thou-hast 1eft this ‘Rlessed Spot, yet in reality
,r.present in; spinitn_for :thou art. the bird of this rose-

garden and the’ nightingale“ “this ‘meadow and plain . Convey greting and
galutation on wmy beliglf 40 the believars in Marv, and- gay. 'Although ye
are tue inhabitanta of Turkeatan, yet ye are the dwellera at this Thres-
hold . Uut'ardly ye: are far away, but.in reglity ye are ever present. The
heart ‘and 'the conacience of this yearning one is continually engaged in
the remembranee of those a&tracted ones to the Orb of the regions. With
the utmost’ supplioa$;on~1_upraiaeq the hand of invocation towaxrd the
Court "of the Living, Self-subgigtent Lord, begging for those Ysloved
frien@p_t'_)Protection d Brovidenoe of Hia ‘Highness the Merciful,the
Clement; G?that“undér4ths .Shade of the Sedratul-Montana, with the "t -
most joy, pe&ce love and’ amity you may become intoxicated with the
Wine of" the Paradiae of Abha, Put . ye forth extraordinary exertion by
day and hy night 80 that ye may conduct yourselves in accord ‘with the
Divine” Teachings grant aalubrious water to the thirsty onee and be the.
balm of heart and th"healing of the spirit 1o the sick ones in both

worldg .
., "MDay and n - ‘th
thﬁ Th:eehold of. Baha‘q
degire save the xiain ¢of4the Lighx of - the Orb oiﬁRegions and ‘are in the
utmost firmnese. and sfesdfastnees .in ' the, .Covenant and Teatament. - -ty
To the. Bahai ohildren, Portland oregon he writeg:i-

o ye*ohildrqn qf*thp Kingdomt Your letters were received. Their con
tents. becamﬁ*the .caude-:0f .infinite -joy, that, praise be to God,through
the. reapqcted maid-aexvant of::God, Mrs. Latzmer, you are studying the
teachings of.His Holiness,. Baha'o'llah -and are memorizing the Hidden
Words . -B& ye ‘very. gxa&eful to thiq reveved maid-servant, ybecause she is.
the, meana of thafprog:ess nfwyoux°minds -and the. expansion of ‘your -
thoughts . Truly 1. say she is brqaﬁhing~in you the epirit of Bternal Life
and .that’ i'; ldh - The  flowers .that you ‘have sent

iaithful frienda axe sacrificzng themeelea at -

‘the, 1eaqhingg;o
e were nod b fragrant ;= =
o Themcontentg“of"

is very striking" and’
countries = e 3

LM yer spiritual youths ‘Many. a youth inhabitlag this mound of earth
is thinking only of this material plane and is engulfed in the passione
of ‘thie ‘animal world Hia inordinate desire ie engulfed in the passions
o; thig animal world HlB 1nord1nate deaire is after water

: “baled*to the Bahai youhg men of Lshkabad
_dnblation may benefit the. youtn of other

and grass,

T T T
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and hie¢ profesvional ambition is 1o possess Jowele wnt Loni'ing, wur,
ruther, he iz chusing after the loweet tinsoln and gauly nloammesats but
they are s8ll endad in grief and remorse., 1t is relatsd that Smbokilakeon
(one of the renowned and ancient kings of Fersia) lived 1n thr utmaut
grandeur and gplendor .His FPalace wag like unto the delectu Torntise |
nod his wives similar unto the angwelic louris, His table was rrovided
with royal largesse and his life was sinmilar untn a eirzem of milk and
noney. His treasures were full and his richew unlimited., He wre in the
utmost Joy and hapniness. All of a sudden he was attacked with o mala
dr of - - - -—@nd wag buroniag away like unin a eandle, and wiih Jef&HL*
u“s of &isappo;ngmenua ha wae vinging the most mouvrnful funos, When he
nacame hopeless of this life, thrae days before his degth, he comuanded
A hzs chambarlaing, wearing golden girdles, to forum o ”onh 111V,w\s
oruprnd all the ladies-in-walting to provaest tromeclves mfore him. lie
reusures, and all his preclious jewels were on dishlay before his syes,
ané his accumulated wealth was avvrayed in ﬁuuuﬂiuh fashion, (hon oo
invited hi< Yinieters, Caourticuia ond Siuadesmen to Lo presoat in Whe
Throne Roow on a certain hour, and asked hig dimminse avoy 49 bo ernsag .
in Yne manneuverg of  vietory and triumph in ihe malitary Squers in
Diomy ol ihe Palace. Vialle sitting on his Tarone, he lonkod Toprenlully
now on this ecene, now on another and again on ¢11 thie matohless svve
2% srondeur and m arnificance, and wapt mast blilerly, 20viag alowit !
Why must 1 ve deprived of thle imparial savorelonty and vaval wrecopn -
tives? Yhy chaould T not enjoy this 11;e el bL; fn:c - G

Yiings? How ecan I leave you bekind cnd copty hwedod ha Troam thiy
Jorldey Hs wegt and wept til) boe drow h;s doat brawth Jow cansiﬁer vith
et reo*ets he passed away from this Lifel (hrrafore i' AR I
. R Lnﬂ nd of the penple of wealth is disappointment . .

mant; ug,t those rich p”TBODbWhO expend thoely monew in nh'rlbmv‘“ sl
“nivs znd dispanse thelir wealth in philantheapie channels . Dush ™0 v
saulﬁ, Like unito the brilliant stars, will abhineg Tfrom whe havizns e

Lyderlagting Glory.

igoneequently, O ye noble youthe! Praise be to God thet for the cnm.
nletion of the iasrak-el-Azkar (in Lehiabnd) yuo have comirituted heyaus
Four ability; ro have no ether okjecet save Lhe paxd-plossuies nf o-e
Alwiznty; ye sre succeveTul in both worlds and sre well-¥nawn in the new
womblage of mankind. I am hopeful from the Zegbowsls of tne Llessed
rertueetion that the invisible Confirmations may becoms visd
fyosuerity of this world and the world to cowr may be unvel
D twn of the Chiefs of the Tribes of Porsis, who have acce
Bacal Cause, he writesi-

" ve two rospocted soulst! At thie moment Abdul Bahe s reuembering
bhoq two pure spirits and while advancing downrd the Xingiom of abia
ne begs the fulfillment of the 1ong-nv of your hsarts and coulg! Podary
tne Tdbl of the Divine Bounties is spresd in the mesdow of ths Tave af
the Almighty. This Banquet is well provided, hesause it i zdsrnod with
ail kinds of toothsome vionds and dcllcious foods. fT&iSu pe ta God L
Yriose Triends were inviited fo this Tavle, so that they il Lakoe o

(=3

wasy prominent position in this spiritual entertainment, and Wk an
Lhody uonbues with thoese dellcute edibles. In a shwt while 211 Lhe
Dhiv tables *11 e rolled up; but this Sdgiune Tadle s opircewd
fnd pyey. The ubtmost ig: It «‘111 e renewsd! mp that the
Testalion, the New Bffvlgence snd tho appearaance of tie

nay olcome evident and clgar ,~-~wm="
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Bahail est, Mount Csrmel ,Huifz,Syria.
e July 26, 1914.
Dear Priends:i- : .

: while I was descending the mountain, | was wmore than happy to be-
hold the wonderful picture of the Master emerging from the house as the
glorious sun arijises every morning from behind the Lastern horizon,fleod-
ing the dark world with gte,golden raye . The Reality of Abdul Bahs is
the Sun; his Teachings are the penetrating rays and his Instructions ths
burning heat. Through this Divine Luminary the hearis are enlightened,
the minde fructified, the dead resurrected, the witherad itrees vivified,

. the latent spiritual powers blossom out, the unutterable yearninge of
man made manifest, the temple of humanity adorned with infinite viriues,
the Highway of the Xingdom of Truth paved, the clouds of superstitions
and simulacrum benisued, the beloved of Justice and Rightcousnegs groc~
ing the assemblage of mankind, the shoute of universal brotherhood
reached to the dome of heaven and ithe terreetrial globe transformzd into
the celégtial sphere. This is the Way, and the Life, and the fruth.iun-
snever turns his face to him, tis heort will bo inspired with the nowest
and holliest lIdeals of the Kingdom and his former thoughts will bz re-
placed by the thought of sweebt love and swesiest mercy. If you have nsved
tried this, 1 wish you would, and witnsss the marvellous results for
yourself. This trial will never fail. It will woark like wusle, 1 acuure
you. There are thousandes of people all over the world whe will baar wme
out in thid matter, probably your friend or neighbor . This expericncs
is not limited to any time or-place. You may be living in the Aretic or
the Antarctic Cireles, the trial will brivg Teria iie bersiite. T
Spirit of Abdul Bahe ie everywlieto and in wll-cffigesious . He hoare wou
call, whetlhuer you are liviug in the Hast or "dn the wost, he knows woe
secrets of your hesrbis, he ie tendory asnd werciful and his ospgecl ie in
your divine nabure, your noblest solf and your (Cod-given unchanglng sul-
givance. Just empiy yowr heart from all self-thoughte and turn fto him
ae an innocent, trustful child turne to his clement father. 48X him and
he will give you; knock at liis door and he will opern befors yowr Tace.
lu faet, the Door of the Palace of hile Divine Bestowals 1s loli wide
apen by day and by night; the tressures of hils spiriival Graces arz iag-
exhavstible; the sun of his gompassion never sets; the river of hig
gencrosity is ever flowing; the stars of hies loving gualities are¢ ale~
ways ehining; the seca of his forgiveness is never calmed; the breerszs
of his gentleness are not hushed in any sense; the beauty of uis Coun-
tenance is ever fresh, and his kindness envelops the highest and ihe
lowest in the world of creation. Such is Abdul Baha, the ather of
every fatherless, the companion-of every wayfarer in the FPaih of Truih,
ond the ¥Friend of every creature., His Spirit ies always near wato you;
he thinks of you and prays for your spirituveld illumindtion and eternal
progress, 1In time of distress turn to him and he will come 1o your ds-
liverance. When the .black clouds of despalr have surrounded you, 2zl

. unto him and lo! Quicker than & flaeh of light he will %o bLewide vou;
rrady te lead you on and an into the ureader and faiver fields of traas.

cendent brightness! What is thy btrouble, friesndt Toou hast dinm ws thy
life-companion! as the Cne Friend who will be alwaye true fo thee.Throw
avay the garment of shorit-sightedness! Loosk sround and tuou wilt see 4im
everywhere. Lo! Lo! Rejoice! Be not grieved! Tuke great couwrage! Tun
signs of his infinite mercies are visible 1n ibe fresh dew of the gariv
morn, glistening in the sunehine; in the dimpling smiles of the angnlic
babe curled in tne bosom of her mother; in the soft glences of tws i13:51
lovers walking beside ithe erystalline gizenms znd odorae

cove of every atlom and molecule £11ling thim great Flunetary Sysien; in

HO0CG ) in hho
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. fhe Tays. of the suni: ivi alife dn& motion to the snimsbte and ipani-
Cinate crganisma, andﬁ‘g tﬁﬁn all theee, and abo%e and beyond alldinuae

in tne sacret’ chambers: ofg gur hearte . Turn your eyes 4o the heavens of
youxr . beinga and you- Will ‘Bee: :them studded with the constiellations of
hig: love, the stars of hia“kindnesa -and the planets of hie Universal
g toleyance. The: Tays of ‘all these cclestial bodies of Hie- Favors have

- 1llum1neddthe vast blue dome f your sp&rzta. the darkness 1e ban:shnd

=v’sorrow*and pain, and planteu 'n their stead the trees of Joy and rappl—
neasiughe”has filled;th Cworké :with the resounding veice of Joyt Joyl
d y~P He . hqa Hréken for: ue the cage of limitation, of

: Q-'o soar tOWard he maJestic h016htﬂ ou

‘jus i’ng

: ;-Let me rise hzghur and high»r into the dacroa
precinctsaothia:diyiﬁg ‘hroned Lot me: wing my:ﬂdy through thc starry |
hoste'.of "the Kingdom of Abnal Let drink from the Saleabeel of his knov-

ledget” Let me “breathe: the 1nv_goratin& aif of his Faradisel Let us all

banish SorrsW from ‘our: ‘hearte;:slothfulness fram our widaet . @vil
tnoughts“frdmﬁour mindg,  for; the King of Joy, of Activity and of Optimism

‘hee come and i tranaforming the world - of insipic intellacks and potty

‘hésrte: Wito” universal;'ntelligence and all -including heartd.’ "What a
beautlful world ie. thistQur world 'is Abdul Baha! Through his ‘eyes ,his

;1ove uls compassion ‘hie happineaa,lhis radiant epirituality, his glow-

Yie- overflnw:ng enthusiaam “we 1ook upon all creatures and

j_ith them., it .

Abott 11 gt clock;:the Belovcd took a walk and called foxr Badl Bueh-
rui to £61llow Wim, [On:the’ way he met sevaral childreny and aéked a
2Xittle- girl dmonget ‘them o come near him. She was Gerwman, and her caild
5rt wag ‘8o touched by -the” tender love of the Mester that she shyly ap-
oached him and knelt before ‘him and klssed his hand. It was a swoet,

s gt Then he divided coine amongst’ thvm and

L4al
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g evening e had Ju“t returned from a long walk, I had a news

'uama' in Ty and;oontainlng Nrs. Besant's talk in Londom on the ucmlub v
Bl ars: thou re.s.ulng'?‘" "A leeture on tié Coming

'“Tne Great r1d Peacher has alresdy

I{h;m'a,ci “Solrab .
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- GUr Amerilcan and Luropean friends arec leaving the eitiss and the

. ) 2 T oAt x| 4 S - Cean o2
Bahal Nesv, Louwnd Carmusld Malfs ,oyris.
Jif.l.:‘;}’ 27 ’ lard

-~

Leaxr Friends: .
iz takgs more than an ordinsyy mind to axplain tzat whilo mausy of

& IS s
Ve ¢scape ‘the oppressive heal, the Dlassed Onc is cunteyring Wie Alilvise
attgntinn on thase far-off regions, and while, Blijah- Like, liviong av
tre Foot of Mount Carmel, he Is rcvcol;np ¢nnumuraa e TaTleus £8T Lhibus
welievers who are in all prooabli“" Soutiored in difforent Swmmir vom
forts and are imparting the Glad-iidings ¥ the kingdom of Abha in ithareo
whg o are’ weary of the tead zid tired L 4he strenunus 1100 of matorialien.
Yue Mastar ie enjoying good health und ite offeet in a corvresuonding
nanner is being refleczed on all the Dabai world, giving thew 1ife,vigm

happiness and serenity. His words of cncouragement and good choew and .
sound advice to the friends in different pdruu of the world will wiozid

in the long run tremendous résults, and will help thom to advance tle
Cause and dedicae their lives to the promotlon of the Religion of God.

This worning and afternods many Tableis were dictated for the am-
grican snd Persian friends, especially a very long and powerful CGJmJ&
nication to the “alFrancisco keliovers canceoining ithe holding of o Lo
lui Converntion during the Expositior months. wiik his own hand \c algo
wiove a detailed Tabled to the Turkish Comumaander, Zaklil Bey, in Jerusa-
iein, After findishing 1t, he read it wloud, and szid: "It le very Gi0li-
culi to write a letter in good furkish. “hc language i very complicn-
tod M ‘

Speaking about gomeone who has degraded himeelf in the Bahail world
through hie own deeds and actions, ke said; "What duos a4 mmn lago LI he
should loge hif. self? His moral credit will ve larger than nig Gooit .
Vinhat harm is there, if a person plan the degign of his life after the
pattern of the life of Mirze Abul Fazl? What danger befalls aim if e
divest 2ig nmind from every other thoupht save the spread of the Keligion
ol God? What wrong can cowe to him if he consecrate hig life to the Gife
Tusion of ihe ¥ragranceeg of GOD? He will Lo faversed in Une kbt of God.
He will be bonored in the sstimation of all dhe people. Whnat hoim iz
Lhere in thisy wWiko will be the loser? And what will be iue gain?®

Waille he was dictating Tablets, two Syrian Chrigtian women (nicread
tae room. They had two pieces of land and wanted 4o sedl tasm to tue Je-
loved. He received them most kindly, and suid: "y friends! Waal o I
waat to do with a pilect of 2und? IL I have any money, 1 would ratbuay
Gistrivuie it armongstd the poor. land will not avall man. J Lsve the pooy
alweys wiih me; thelr needg nmust be relicved; their wante must Le alleov-
iated ., Man must so live tiat he may find a place for himeelfl in the
Kingdom of God. There are many people in this town who would be glad
Lo owy your land. Go to them." One of them started to waep, becausce
gie was a widow and her children had no brezd to cabh The fasiteyr was very
much affected, and asked me to give tuem a surm of money . I ewpuloed wmy
pocket into her hands, and both left the room with chesrful countsouances

in the'afterncon, an sgyptien journalisi called on nim. He hous
bazer travelling in Syria and had witnessed many hiarrowing scengs of the
Latos?t r,guhau¢ons of military corweription. Ii sceus Qversoody

S eyt el
AT Ty ies

uu-&i.\o

aad chii@len Uo support are dragged awey ny the authoricics. lo cxoeptl-
ion ie mede. Formerly a man could buy his fxcedom by paying fyomw nne
tl*ee huxured dollar a.'or he could gend anotleer person in aie

.

anligtaed in tn army by forcs; young marn, wWhn have Uhell Xivee PRLIVEALUS ot

10

(N ST T
RS R LA S T




'-ﬂman' t.en
to ta;a ogpreaeion.. who will “feed my children, who will cluthe »h»m,

!‘ arh1 les h 3
‘jrﬂbn.Justxc n
Clishment ef qual Justi
" Justicarie the lightiof
fzaustlce %" khe:
“pzace ootalne

Igolden paﬁh of_univef

an\811ed’and'a unlveraal "igOLObﬁ congcrintion is

St

ruzsuid wltnout regur, t5: perpong or. circumetances. In Jaffa, & man
;wao haa 5cven childcen ‘and wasthe Onlj source of thelir support, was

‘streetg tqnbe ‘enrolled, and he would cry o out "oﬁ,

You tear me to piecew, I will not yiel

%ho will-look after them? How do you zxpect me 1o defend ihe couniry ar

Clearn military tactics: whnle‘my mind is constantly -worried by the tho's
-of my’ unprotected chlld?en - The

“people . are discontented and worriad .

4 eannot work in Tuwrkey, for the 'gimple
the'; naxion are. not aducated, are not free, can-
' 1atnra, or-centurlﬂa they have
e of theiy maanﬁenancc has
'*gbecn and -is wrong Irom the

Poey way Germen militay
reabont tnat_fhe Womén:b

B -SJUR .rcod into the army wiuhOu anv'
zpon thauaands ‘of “homes wWill Yo bro on LUy,
&ationa will bu razuad to neash, our  jou -
Lae Qle¢Lﬁblhf
?f;r“-tte gyptian newsgapcrs. . The Magier: &,pmo |

concern, of sany government must vethe. esten-

bt qual’ apportunlty amongst lte ciulzens '

- Bun, thro gnftha'light~oﬁ-which'nrogzess 13 sccu*ed aad
>igh Justiog: ¢ omm
valoped,. morals ‘afe’refined, honesuy is ostablished , internatxonal uumitJ

..iostcrhd and educatign: pqpular*zyd. That nation e honorvd and revsrelb -

=d oo all ‘9thérs. which.practgees 3triCu jue tice  and’ mercy in d“ ite

ucalzﬁgs “#iih the outside world’ By Jusbiou a nation is ¢xaltes, at-
asiniag ‘ts the: pinnacl ‘af".eternal . glo;y. Tl path of Justice is the

alﬁﬁqlvation.. SRR ¥ C

- Aumad Solrab.




Bahal Hest , hinunl Caimeld
July <6, 1614
Dear Friende:-

*Do not worry. The present evente transpirior in---w. -eem @ Loy
porary. They will disappear. They are liks the swnifzing, abuless iy
woving suwnmer clauds in the Bastern sky. YPhey have mo iwin, and oie
winds will scatter them, vaigse be to God that I am now fzellin .ol
and csn ceouriunicale wWith the helievors of God, Cht  Aesd? S0t Almeats
he eried out wifth the light of envhusizom ir hig holy zountenanae: Pyl

iy
S Sra

the tip of my pen 1 can create a thousand eilict Likew----- Whai 40 Lhgw
thivk? Waat are they dreawming? Weit, wedt Tor a few wenthe, and tliny
shalt see how they have brought miscery and ignominy on their own noads ¢

And then after thie 1ittle, fiery talk, the Beloaved conmunced dictatin,
Teblets . More Luan 4C were rowaled, in bhe worning and tne ovealnginge
Tor London, wnon Manchester and Biubbgerd, Weshincton, L. O . ond Wiang
iliinois; Fersia and Iundia, »pd rany oolor counbrios .

"Suw," ne said, smiling, wile the sun wos sgiiing tonind the Visi-
ein novizon; "How many fablais 1 dicieted Laday . Tuou censt not o
plain any longer't You sce I feel well and con work you up o the Limig
of your ability. 1t is enough for today." Thon iaroe Eeyuiias soobie
wan called on nim and stayea in his preszoce for an hour, taiking o
current toplee and exchanging views on tde xisting, ciucial sondliinn
al the couniry.

Foxr the last few: days, Hajd kdirws Huydor ALL hae boen fleiing
woll, and in order to recelve medical avicution, tue Masiber 214 blw
Lo ocore down from the Pilgrins' llone wnd e¥ny In tae Bouse of fAgos Sugay
Yauygs, whith dle only one block away iyrow ule gwn  lisuesz. Tatroiare the
Beloved has been calling oa him almost every day o enguics & :
neglth and sce *uether ho has been takinyg hle wodicine.

Thiw afternoon, &all tue studenls, inciuding tnis vervant, calisx
on Kirza,and walle we were ltacre, listening. to bnis worde, e LHeloved
appeared at the door. Immediately cverysme wae on hile foet,  When the
Muster sat dawn and mude his inguiries about fhe aealih of the Aanpel o
kount Carmel, e twuned nis face Lo the situdentw, and acked inem o
sing. ‘They hesitated Tor s second, znt wien e roguestsd thow & socond
vime, iunsy broke out all at once inte a joyous eong of myusii
and rapturouwe consecratiom,:, written by Banatolllab.

in tae evendng, thers was a goodly weeting, and a spiritual vulk
was delivered vy the King of our heskive; “Profitless dircuvsions foiigus
and wesry a person. The people who call on me alwost svery day carly
along a etream of profitless, unspiritual talk, and 1 must listen o
vihhem with patience, and there ie no way 0 get rid of this etoernzl cnnul
We are commanded to associate with all bac people. Todsy Ltrroe porsons

VL'

called, and they talked for onme hour wittnout sny defivite rosulis. Yao
uiterance of man is the interpreter of nis heaxt. In whichever world

AR
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the heart traverses, his conversation will revolve axound that vivoth.
from his words you can understand in what world he is travellinz, whotie

er ne is looking upward toward tane realm of Mighi or downward 1o tne
nether world; whether he is mindful or unaware; whether he it sweks or
agleep; whether he is alive or dead. Yor thils reason His Holinese Ali
eays! "Man is hidden behind his tongue!" Qubl of the abundance of nis heard
doas man speek. 1There are percons with whom you asgociate and conv
fheir utierances ave life-imparting, joy-giving. fThe witsered and udsd
is refreshed, the jayless becomes happy, the extinct beoowos €k indiow
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,and ’me lzfeless :-'1 9 kene --_with the :B:ceathe of the Holy Spirit The .
#:°  one'drowned ‘in the ee heeitation and-doubd is saved by the life-
.7 boatiof certaintyl! andi“a8gurance’; ‘the one .attached to this materisl world
becomes. ‘severed ‘and’ eped “in blameworthy deeds is adorned . -
with. praiseworthy aftribute On -the ‘other hand, there are some per-
sons ‘whose.very. respi tinggishes the’ 112,1’&1; of faith, whose con-
versation: ves&:,en £irmn :8teadfasiness in the Cause of God; whose
aspociation’robsoneYs attention ™ 1o the Kingdom of Abha.----If one
passes by a: perfumery - : trils ‘inhale sweet, delicate fragrances,
. “but. if he. passes by aik Ty Be will draw into his lungs the most rank
W odor ands offensive' a_mo" : he_re ‘arersouls who are the signs of guld-
. ‘ance cohducive: to the: expansion:of the hearts. The light of the must
--._great Qlade tidinge isi shining/in their facew. Hence it is Tevealed in
' ! : face ,the fresiness, of paradise and the sign. -

: @3 866 Again “1In:that ‘day.their countenances are
rqdiant a.nd turned toward' thB:’;.; untenapce of their Lord vIw is selfn

X

T anc 'as,severed from aught elee save
God, commemor ting ‘the' Name ‘of Go ithdrawn from the world of dark-
ness , their thoughts pe::mea.te?iﬁ through amd through with spiritual vi-.
- ir messages consisting.of divine advices and exhorta-
uch’ oula are. {the man g of God's mercy, the educators of

"

16 World' of humanity. They are guardian
Py and the spirituel guides of the
Glory be unto tmmo - --;.“.

people .--_Verily the Words wh:i.ch ha.ve
WilX ‘of GOD .are the source ‘of unity
your eyes To racial. dlfferences gnd
nesg. Be a.cause of: comfort and’ pro=
hah fu'.!. if dust, the world, is one home; let
rid 4t is a. cause. of dlscord._ Follow that.

and’ harmony i‘or the ,'w r',\.d
welcome all with-*'—the ight!

nth' ove end fragra.nce. Fellowshlp
ia the aource of order in ‘che world/

Blessed are:




Bahai Nest, ¥ount Carmel, Haifa, Byria
July 28, 1914

Dear Friegnds: -

Grandmother Phelps, of Washinzton, D C., was a resl Grandmother,
gentle, loving,; kind, hospitable and a Bahai. 8he loved the Cause, and
eerved it to the best of her ability . Her face was illumined with the
Light of the Love of Cod, snd her daly life was an cxanple of goodness

. and charity €0 all menkind. . In Washington everybody loved Grandrpather,
Phelps. Through her association the wavering hearts were made firm, and
the deepondent cheerfuly Her environment sp2lled sunghine, happlnces
and serenity. During the years of my sojourn in Washington, I grew tn
love (randmother Phelps, and all the younger members .of her family.They
are all Bahais. From the very beginning, Mr., Phelps has been an active
worker in the Cause in every sense of the word. For more than three.
weeks I was a guest in their lovely home amd their kindness and genuine
nospitality are engraved upon tha tablet of my heart., 1In short, o few
montihs ago our Beloved CGrandmother Phelps departed to the Kingdom of
Abha, and her sweet spirit ssared toward the rose-garden of the Narciful
All thie time I was watching the opportunity io beg th» Master to roveal
for her a Vieiting Tablet and thie opportunity was offered me the othor
day. How T would like %o share ite contents with yout-

YA Supplication begging GOD'S Grace in behelf of the devarted wmaid-
servant of God, Mrs. Phelpe, Washington, D. C.

Upon her be Banale?llah 81 Abhat

HE IS GgoOoDbD?1?

"Q Thou Almighty! O Thou Forgiver! Endesr this believing, adsured
maideervant of Thine in Thy Kingdom! Submerge her in the Seaz of Thy
Bestowald Tllumine her face in the Kingdom of Abnat O Thou Almighty!
Phie believing.soul:heard the Call of the Kingdom of Abha, was awakencd
from the sleep of-regligence anmd turned hor face townrd the Kinglom of
Wysteries ;- so that shé became immersed in the Sea of Lights!

") GOD! Bestow upon haer the desire of her heart and throewgh Toy in-
exhaus tible Favors illumine and endear her in Thy Kingdom. Verily, Thou
art the Generous, the Pardoner and the Xind!

. (3ignsd) Abdul Hana Abbas "
Then a Supplication imploring God's Confirmation in behalf of the Chicay q
believers follows:- . .

%0 Thou Kind Lord! Graant to this believing, sincere souls heavenly
Confirmation! Suffer each one of them to soar like the birds toward the
lofty Apex and cause them to Weome familiar like unto the nightingale
#1th the Melodies of sanctification and praise. Set them zglow like unto
the lamps. Allow them to become the adornments of the orcrnard and the
garden like unto the fruitful trees., lMake the hearte ths shells contain

.‘l’ing'the pearls of significancee and ¢g-.icken the spirite with Thy ¥aorvci-
Tul Breath,~« in order that each opne of them may become engaged in the

C LR a0700a SN T AERRETS #Ho 009007 BRIIBHE 0T "Rul kL Bg S i b tbe
Clenent and the Gompassionate.
- Lo ~ - {8Bignal) Abdul Bsha Abbas ,®
¥ies Beatrice Irwin, from London, wrote ithis line to the Baoloved
"Amidet the whirling of ithe waters
- There ie thea liystery of Lignt.®
Tﬁé}Tablet of the Master giving en interpretation of this veree
ig not without interest., It% ie as follows:-
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Thv brief letter was recelved Although it Was ehort yet 1t con-
ained detalled elgnlflcances. That ¥ater is the Water of Tternnl Life.
imidst it , heaverly Baptism i$ obtained. That whirling of ° water

9. the'whirling of - the ‘Watelrs of Divine Teachings which ﬂ“ant the Bpir-
it of ‘Lifew . Unqueationably out of the whirling of the waters of Divine
Yeachings the Wystery of ‘the: Light of Guidance shows forth. I beg of

. GOD that that Wate2 .may; guah aﬂ-flow coplously out of the oentre of thy

A R CEe bwAbdul Baha Abbas JH*- T
'The contente sof another Tablet Ay comfort the one who fee}s lonely: -
.90 thou believer in’GOD! ' Thy letter was Teceived. Thoy hast com-
p‘alned on account of. lonelineas. Ba- thou not sad. &Hou 2rt not alone,
‘because Godigthy. Companzon"nd zntlmate Assoclate. -That soul is a)onc
wha. is negligpnt Q£ GOD I Put i he knowe GO, although he may live in-
sn inteminable” deaert ‘without water. and’ vepehatlon yat he ie not alone
God is with him. PThe:sky of: h;slterrestrlal globe is alwaye obscurs
and -wigty and; covered, w1$h;bldq inky clouds., Wow the thunder rolle

- and” anon-itherlighien Jaghes!s “Now the nail falls and apain the snow
descends . Now. thers isa wild huwrricane and then a tempestnaue torrent
rusning down from- the: mountain-side.j Therefore do not think far one

moment -that these trlals and ordeals are confined in thee. In reality
all- the- paople are surrounded’ with sulferingsi~ so Toat they msy nbl
attachotliclir hearte to this world, seek: for composure and rest in. the
Divine World .end beg: .for the’ Bestowal of the Kingdom. Conszauently,be
- %hou” glad from the bottom of thy Heert and be rejoiced through the Divine
Glﬂd tldzngs. Upon thae be Baha E)' Abha.
N o f(Signed) Abdul Baha Abbas .

‘?.To g mambcr-qf;bellevers,in chelsea, Eng’ nd, he writes:- -
o~ "0 ye ‘blegeed soulsl ' Thank ye GOD that thc Morn.of Guidance hath
carvisen from:-the. Suprene: Horizon and the Splendor of the Sun of Reality
- hath illumined ‘the learts#.’ He opened the Doore of the Kingdom and ye
entered therein with the_utmost Joy and hapoinoss., dtrive ye, there~
- fore, with. el your hea and;’ soul .80 that the rays.of the oneness of
- othe. world of'humanity arl niy”rsal Love may: illUMIne that region; all
,1{mank1nd may. blend togeth ; ‘Divine Unity may be revealed in the hu-
. men world., Upon ye be Ba a’ExAAbna! .
: ; i (Bignod) . Abdul- Baha Abbas .
: ~Thais mownlng the;Be ov d'wae walking inthe garden. e was well
and evidently very . happy.. Mullah Abou Taleb the Santa Clause of Mount
" Qarmel, was there, The Master; walked to h;m and ‘vapping on his should-
. er he- sald gently: ”_"Thou didat gexve the Believers of the Blessed Per-
fection} for wany a.ye” th ; gget labor for ‘the. Cause of God in Bakou;

) .who Was standing by, He was ready to do
it'-but it waa better to postp e it Xo the. indeflnxte future.-,

Lat 3 } in ar dwfrom Antab ‘Syria. His name im Hsji
has' 4’ most drawing power. It makes one
A1l these restless people are searching
. They do not‘yant anything else. They know that the light

o - The; aak each othar eagerly "Where is the

: Ahmad so_h?éﬁ' .




Bahai West ,Hount Carnel Haifs Oyria.

Juvly 26,2914 .
Deay Friends:-

The room in which the Beloved spoende Wie morninge and eveninge
receiving the people =2nd revealing Tablets, ie right above the room in
Which 1 write and work s}l dsy. When he walke to and fro., I hesy dls-
tinctly the gentle measures of his steps; no one elsce can walk like
nim; the firm, skady, lively, majestic steps. Once your =ar ig m=de
Tamiliar with it, you can never mistake it for ancther. %hen ho woook
or laughs, on the white wings of the soft breezes, his rich, mellifly
voice, now clearly and again faintly reaghos tha ravished cers. hra
lievers hearing that the Master is roing to reveal Tablets on such &
morning or afterncon, come out and stay nuietly =nd unnoticed in my
room, near the window. On certain occesinns while dictating pravers o
supplicatisne he choants in his melsdious | podlike voice, every yord in-
spired by the Holy Spirit and raising toward the Throne of the AMwiohty.
1% is cepecially during guch hours that the listeners become e2lmoet in-
toxicated with the Wine of epirituval jev. Tadsy the Mastor dsevoioed hie
moraing and afternoon oure Lo tha dict-wisn of Tablets fox tho Poxeian
pallevers, Qur dear brother Shousi Bffendi wae the choson instrument
te whom the Tablets were dictated, and » number of the friasnde, includin®
myself, were the fortunate ones to sit noanr the window and liston to
the heavenly voice of the Master z2 the wayds of Licght €lnwed freom hig
Tongve.,

In the avening there wse o meeting, and the Boloved smalie np ihe

PR
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2ineric clement ze¢ the cause of lipght, heat and eleciricity and $he
thearies of western physicists ag regarde this uneaen, fiery, simmle
fatce. .

Through the spiritual activity of ¥r . and ¥rs. Albert Vnoil, the
town of Irbang, Illincis, has entered the Bahei list =with the farwation
of a now Assembly, and the incoming reparie show the decided progress
of the Cause, ¥r, and M¥rs, Vail met the Baloved in Malden, =nd Chicsgn,
and frem thatl time on they have identifiod’ thewselvee wii® ihnis Univer-
#2al Movement of Brotherhood, and through thair sincere wrrds zod pure,
versonal lives, they have attracted many nearis to the Teacuinge of
Bonato'lleh. The other day four Tablets were revealed for memgers of
the Assembly; Fr. Vail, Prof. J. K. Bhook nnd hie little davghioer, W2
zabeth, With the translation of these Talete T will bring this lette
to 2 close. To the members of the Agsenmbly he writes

"o yoe members of the radiant Assombly! Praige ve s GOD thot faz
liginte of the Sun of Reality shone feorthn frow the herizan a4f Urbans
and the Myeteries of the Kingdom became manifest. Wnat a merciful 2ssewm.
bly ie foundad! What a lordly circle is organized! Tnis is ano atiner
enve the Confirmations of the Kingdom of Abhs, for in thst City such =
meeiing is established. Thie is the firet corner stone of the Divine
Structure laid in that dietriect. Bre long it will becowme a most graeat
#iifice; for the Confirmations of God shall descend uninterrupladly. I
nnpe the revered members of that Circle who are surroundad with the
Glancee of thes Blessed Perfection and are favored with tne Liye of Prov.
wdence, will adorn thely noble heade with the Crowns of Bverlasting
Glory and shine with such brilliancy as to illumine that entire Canti.
nent. :

"Consequently, ariee ye and live in accord with tae Teachings of
His Holiness Banafo'llah;= in order that the inviskble, divine snjdic LY
gnvalop you.

"the inhabitants of the world are like unito the children. The
suckling babes must be nurtured properly, so that they may attain to
the age of adolescence.

1 -
T
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"Darknesse has surrounded the regions of tine worlgd Tnev must be -
come illumined with this Light of the Kingdown. T ;
"Appréciste the value and the station of Rev. Albart

o N & Vail;, for
tnis holy pereonage has lebored for viars with patiance

1S anee, sarenity and
“iadgm,
"The Secretary of the Assembly deserves, in reality, the regpoct
2T 811, for he is well-nigh unto thz Lord.
, "The maid~-eervant of GOD M¥re. Smith is a revered lady.
; "1 beg of GOD that this moet great Glad-tidings may roach the ciars

. of innumerable souls.
“In prayer one must turn hie face towards the senctified Rearlity
of His Holiness Baha'o'llah--that Reality which surrounds all the nhe-
: - nomenz. During the time of prayer His Holiness Bana'otllah muet be
i gingly and alon2 the centre towards whom all the faces are turned.
i "I hope that you may become more illumined day by day.
: " Upon ye be Baha Bl Adbha!l
3 (8igned) Andul 3ana Adbasg ¢
: To ¥r. Albhert Vail he writes:i- :

") thouw herald of the Kingdom of Gad! The foundatien of =il ohe
onarchs of the earth, notwithstanding thelr imperisl sovereipniy roval
purple, sarried ranks of armies and vest Imnires, wae entirely ceollunsoed
in a short while., There rsmained behind thewn no nawe nnr trace, n~ au.
thnrity nor deminion;: no immordtality iu this:torresirisl gloabe nor ¢id
they receive a share of the EBternal Life in the Kinedom of hepven.

"On the other hand, congider the Apoetloes of Chrisi! Although sub-
wardly they were fishermen, yet because they renounced thie werld,
apened their eyees to the Divine Universe, forwot entively their nersonnml
gelveg, dedicated their livee to tiie Light of the worldd and bocanrse self
cacrificing in the Path of Hig Holiness Chrisi-«NMoy my 1ife be 2 rancon
e Him!e--those fishermen today are shining and glesming with the Lignht
of 0D frowx the Horizon of Eternliy. ALl the Kings are tueir elaves
and tue Dnighest world ie brightened with the light of thair faces .Fvovy
tongue ie engaged in their glorification and every hkoort is raoi-iced
with their love. :

Moflact thou for a moment thad this Sqversipnty is the resl Savers
aipnty, but the ssvereignty of the Kings is  tamporcl. Tt is in addition
fraugnt with thousands of sorrows, remeres and pornlexities gnd 1ts nnd
ie ragrats, deprivations end self-condemmstiogn.

"Iaw thenk thou  Goad  that thou has olaced nn  thy hesd thed radiant
Trearn !t Although ilte imporitance i9 net noe maalfeet, yebt eve Ianp it
will bacome evident snd se clear ae eunlighkt,

vpuring their life-time the Apostles were slways under the heunt

et ot —
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ané vorsocution of the enemies, and no ane daiecnad o cousidoy thelr

dcprees and stations. New they were prisonaers in  tho dark dail, sad
anon thrown  beaecath the contempt and pundshmant of the advoersaries
. Finelly many of bthem sacrificed their livee wvpon tha cross oy HMle 21 h-

neas Yho Almipghty . But congider now afioyward (hoey ehnne Torth 1ike
wriho tha etare ond il umined the worldl Thig is Life Hiorael!

¥y ghort, praige be to God that the Danre of thess Peoinwals ave
wide open vefore thee and such REverlasiing 0lory is preparsd .ond made
roady . '

#rharafore strive thou with heart =2nt soul; do not 208t s

peonle o the Divine Kingdom and arisc wite 1] thy adwnt o main
argrul gate the Teachings of His Holinesg Bana'lo'ilah--Uay my Lifx Loon
gacrifice to Him! -~egn that taat glorious Risdoewm mav adsrn ond crawn thg

ﬁ
head of thay rere soul, In khe Hiangdom of 0§01 wide Bostowsl ig fore-
ardeined for thee. I kope thou wilt put forih an effort so thed taiw
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Banai MWeet, l~unt Carmol, Haifs Syris.
1

July 21, 1914
Deay Friendsi-

"ha most faacxnating study is to rosd synpathetically the nmany
hundreds' of letters that come to Abhdul Boha fram all perte of the world,
aspecially from Europe mmd America. Thess letitere #¥¢ in many cros®

contain the most natural, spontaneous outpourings of the hesrto; throrh-
ing cries for mors epirituwl light and wisdom and the need of the suid-
anica2 of the Holy Spirit. Touching the hwmsn nlane, the range of porseonal
wishes ana individual sepirations is as infinite as the wind of men

is able 4o conceive! "Aside from the more legitimate decirves of men for
happiness, comfort, success ;. usefulness in life, etc. with which the
letters teem eloquently, now and then comas the record of the noeot in-
teresting desires. Here is a letter from an expectant mother. She asks
for a name for her yet unborn child; another person desires to move from
Har present apartment, and she would like to know whcther Abdul Buha
~noroves of it; a-young man has gusrreled with nis ewaetnesrt, sud ase
wnonders whether the Master's spiritual power is strong ~nough Lo bying
zbout the much-longed-for reconciliation; anexpectod avants habe oo~

LR

tranged a man and wife, and false pride hag s parated them; he ie re-
nining, in loncliness. Will not the Beloved bring bsek ints their lives
tho sweet narmony of the first few monitns of their icdeal courtehin and
tne first few years of their blissful , hapoy married Life¥ H man hae
invented a transatlantic airship, w111 no ko Abdnl Bahka inswirve the toeart
of a capitalist to assigt him financially in the construction of tuie
eir-craft, and thus demonstrate to the world that the science af svis-
tion has been made practical. Ancother person desires to Dhuild a houeg;
%ill not the Master introduce him to a rich somebosdy? A womwn hss been
ridiculed and abused by her enemiase; should she not carry the case to
tne Court? A nman ic tormented by the animal magnetism of his ’JCP"lll
Abdul BEcha be kind enough to ctop them from tnis fiendish work? A woman
cableg whether she should be operated upon; will the Master advise hear
hat to do? I might go on reciting hundreds of similar -vishes, dut itais
is enough to show you how the world comes ito Avdul Baha h all uer cu—
rious desiree. Amongst other interesting things are tbhe childrents le
ters, so full of affectionate simplicity, eweciness, direciness and beau-
tiful trust. I have in my hand a lovely letter written to Abdul Bsha
by a ten year old girl, Mise "Katholeen Hillie", from Loe Angeles. The
insder wes very pleasdid wlth it, laughed over itn, and dictated o Tetlat
for her this afternoon., I will cquote it hiere as a Lype representing
many athers, neither will I make sny correctinni-

"Daar Brothu*, I do not know you very well. IMothar nas the Laogk of
your life and has been reading it to me and I think it is very uorusifuwl
I asm anly ten ycars of age and know very little of the Heaveunly Wisdom.
I troat other's and myself when a little thing eo sirall thal “e connob
sce trye to rule us. I want to ask ygu if my way of treating ie your
wey? At first I saw a golden Tay come from the sunand a eilver yayn
comeu from my heart. Bub mother said!l 'The other «ide of the sun is
more spiritual than tleside we see.' So now I see thne outline of Codls
nesd and the reet is fluffy white robs (robes) and golden rays comee . o
from his outstretched fingers.

"I have five grown bantam chickens and seven babies. T love them
very much.

"My brother Donvil (probably Daniel) s~nd I have a parrot. "he per-
rot slzeps ovt on door of the chicken's pen. at zoon.

"I nave two cousing that Xive wiith me; one is studying the vaice,




: he panio anoI w1sh you would hclp then to
iﬁh You ‘would help me ¥ith my mueic te., I
-“a ‘instrument is most sciritual. . I. think
ap keep in touch with you through the - -
‘ﬂith God‘s breath.- Your sieter

, 4
Katholeen’ﬂi
Abdul“Bahah
: “0 thg
-eachinga and wilt become oonflrmed o
: enly Prlnaiplee. The 1Golden ray' was tne
T'nope it may be cast uponthy - heart.
g ¥pantam:chickene and their babies' .md take
hat’ thou mayst learn how to ‘train the living
-and edueate: the parrot in. ordcr ‘that ‘ehe ‘may. become
- ___aPpinaa
w :

3 :flow from tny tongue. Pevfect thyself
“thia tho. mayet be able to play on the harp

ahaﬁEl Abha! : ’“'Vf%*';",”
A Abdul Baha Abbae T

“aﬁholeen*e letter. the following poetlc line.
ther“”

went in“o thefrecept;b o1
noon. A’ 1etter from?E.?J Wgenhgave the news  that they have commemorated

Qﬂﬁh, hy thBiMaster was., present last"year. Along
A t' '.“"

he. aakéd sﬁ' CEEg
newspaper 1n'Cairo~f
~of Persia a -

1 ?hle Holy Pr°8ence,'and from
'dlctated for Europe and, Amer1oa.



Bahai West |, Mount Carmel Haifs, Svria
Auvgust 1, 1ol4
Dear Fricndg:i-

Moonlight! lMoonlight! Moondight! 0hY To walk on ihis divine
moonlight night in the garden of Abdwl Raha! I can herdly contzin myss) o
because its joy is so keen-felt, and its happiness is so intoxicaiing!
The fair, woft, silvery besms of the moon Have transformed the nirni
into a scene of mystic enchantment and divine, unuttersble Mystery The
little drops of water on the leaves and pelals gleamed znd glistoned r
the moonlight like ever so many pieceg of ubcut diamonds,/ It wss as
though I were walking in the Elysian ficlds of bliseful content. In-
¢ide of the house tihe Beloved was entertaining a number of Arab guests,
andé now and then we could hear his clear, resonant veice; ouitside, the
world wae flooded with moonlight and the Mountain looking calm snd mysti
was bathed in its white light! The stares like the satellites sttonded
the Court of the Queen of the night, and shone as brilliantly se they
ever did; the delicate scent of the flowers perfumed the nostrile and
filled the heart with many sweed fragrances. The heavens indeed de-
clared the Glory of .God! The believers wers scattered here and there in
the garden, talking about the mercies of the Kingdom, md singing the
songe of light and life. How I walkedmrlone, thinking of the past vesre,
ond how God in Hie Goodness and Gracé has taken me throughout all lands
end seas, showing me the wonders of His Truth and placing me at lagt
in thie holiest of all Mountains--His own Ifountain. What clse is thars
for mortal man to aspire to! Here indeed ig Divine Love, celastial Tro~
thaerhood, spiritual Peace and the refulgent Ideals of the Kingdom of
Abha! Daily am I an eye-witnese of the divirpe 1life as it is actually
lived by ABdul Baha on this earth, and as it ought to be lived by ihe
pragent and future generstlons of humwanity. The world will come al last
to find in him the living expressions of the highest idsals of social,
collective and brotherly civilization. 1In him one finds embodied in a
concrete, objective way, the absiract, subjective realities of Jjusiice,
interdependence, Divine duty, and the great ideals of the Twentictn Cone
tury. 7This is assuredly the era of inter-racisl amity and fraternity.
%e have already ushered in under its all-inclusive canopy and are ob-
gserving how little by little all nationsl ideas ere being replaced by
world ideas. FPilled with holy enthusiasm, inspired with the ripghicous-
ness of the Causde, realizing the beauty of holiness, stirred wiih fresh
outpouringe of the heavenly Jerugalom, moved by the rich harmonise and
varied diapasons of the spiritual orchestra, the leadere of humanity are
rising in all parts of the world to serve the Cause¢ sf Universal Feacs
and gocial golidsrity. Abdul Baha, while living on Mount Carmel, is
watching the imperisl march of the proceseion of thess (Godlike idcale,
and by his example and words, encouraging the liberal leader of every
movement to increase his activity and usefulness.

While the students were singing the Bshal songs in the rose-gavden
and whiepering to each other the beauty of thig cherming moonlight night
onG expecting that the Beloved might oall them into his presence =%
ailmost any moment, a carriage stopped at the gate and a Fasha, accaom-
canied by a prominent citizen, alighted. Taey were taken direstly ‘o
tha Master, and thus we gave up hope of seeing him for this avenivg and
decided to ascend the Mountain. Reluctantly we lafit thoe garden, and
nend in hand, with the joyous singing students, we reached cur roows.

Both in the morning and in the afternocon the Belovad dictated wany
Tnblete to our deer brother, @hougi Lffendi . Tren befors euncet be took




Xugust 1, 1914 ,_-‘3,-

s long walk and on his return we had only s flceting glimpse of him.

. Yesterday while he was dictating Tableis, he suddenly stopped snd
turning his face to me; he gaid: 'Sce!l have been dictating Tablets and
talking from mornlng £i12. now, and I am not at all tired . I am feeling
well, - 1 am happy. What else dost thou Xnow?---Dost thou get tired of
working? No? 1t does not seem so to me. If thou dost work day and
night, yet thou art not tired. On this account I am most pleased with
thee. I have not seen in. thee any trace of exhaustion and fatigue from
labor. I have never seen thee: idle, but always busy. Thouw hast firm-
nese of purpose and determinstion of will., This ie very good. The treec
of the . life of man must produce delicious fruites of unselfish service,
otherwise it will be thrown into the oven there to hurn as wood.*

A letter from Florence, Italy, written by Doctor Roberto Assapgiolo,
gaeve him much pleasure, and elicited an answer. The letter is as fol-
lows:= -

"ost Honored Teaoher! A8 my friend Mrs. Ford has already informed
you, there. is in Flofence a group'of persons interested in youwr Tesch-
ings, and we would be very" glad if you could stop here on your journey
to deliver your message. 1 am writing in behalf of the Committee of the
'Biblioteca Filosofica'. This institution is willing to give you free
use of its hall for lecturea oY any private mectings or conversations
yvou would like to have. Any:time would be convenient after the swmar .
We hope that we will:be granted the heneflt of hearing your messags.
With reverent homage.

(Signed) D.X. Aess.giolo

The Tablet of the Mas ter is, ‘as ‘followsiw

") thou deayr respected personage’ Tny letter was received. From ite
contente it became evident that there is a Society in Florence, the mem-
bers of which are interested in the Teachinge of Baha'o'llan. I long
very much to. present myself in that Society, but new I am living in the
Holy Land, and my occupations are numerous.: Letters are being received
from the East and the West in a continucus, unbroken chain, and day and
night I am answering them. However, there seems to be no end to this
corregpondence.

"Convey my highest consideration to the. honorable members of the
Committee of Bibloteca Filosofica. With heart and soul I love ihai
Committeée . On my behalf give them the following message:-

"0 ye members of the revered Committee! I became much pleased and
grateful on account. of your humane susceptibilities. T offer nmy thanks
to you. It is somewhat difficult for me to come to you during this Win-
ter, for. there are many obvstacles in the way. The Teachings of Baha'c-
llakh are published and circulated in all the regions of the world. You
may write to -the United States for the tranelation of a number of the
works and Tablets of Baha'o'llah, likewise the addrese that I delivered
before nabt audiences in America and Europe. Some of these speechass are
published in the newapapers and magazines , while a number of othors are
collected and printed, in book form.!

Upon thee ‘be. greetin and praiset

%Slgned) Abdul Baha Abbas."

The " moonlit Mount Carnwi send8 you loviang greecting and fraternsl
ealutatlon! The starlit -heaven of this Holy lLand wishes toc be remembered

ou., The flowers of the rose- ﬁarden of the Beloved forward to vou

the r sweet-fragrances.  They wish so much you could Be here. They are
certain you would have enaoyed everything' '

Ahmad Sohyab.




Bahal N¥est, XMount Carmel, Heifs,Syria
Aygust 2, 1914.

‘3

Dear Friends:-

The strangest and most irregular thing thet could havpen
today was this: I did not see the Master! I heard his heavenly
Voice as he dictated Tablets to Shougi Iffendi; I listened to the
sweet trippings of his feet as he walked above my head in his room:
bat I 3did not have the privilege of leooking into his divine Uornte-
nance and catching his divine smile. In. the evening he want ovt,
but he left and entered the house at a time when I was not walking
in the garden, and thus this clender opportunity also slipped ont
of my hands. I cdnnot call this anything else but 2 misfortune,
plain and simole. VWhen I ascended the louwatains this evening I felt
something missing. 1 was spiritually hungry, and longed for the
ideal food that only the Beloved can give. With the hope that ner-
haps tomorroe I would be most fortunate, I entered my lest. Tha
bird of this Nest is now Badi, who fills the lountain every niaht
with his songs. OStanding on the porch in the beautiful moonliight,
he breaks out into glorious songs of joy ard ecstasy. In the still
night the resonance of his ringing voice reacheos afar off, and rany
believers living at the foot of Mount Csrmel hear it - unite distinetly
and clearly.

Having nothing else to write, I will share with yor the
contents of a few Tablets revealed a few days agoi~
0o Los Angeless belfevers, he saysie

"0 ye viho are attracted to the Kingdon of God! Your lotiex
was received. It was & gloriocus proof 0 your firmness in the Uause
of God., Praise ve to God that with the utmost goy end fragrance you
are engaged in laying the foundation of the edifice of guidance, ore
gtriving in the promotion of the Teachings of Wig Highness tie 16
mighty, and like unto the birds of the meadows you are raising the
melody of the Kingdom in that Assembly--thus you may become conducive
1o the gnidance of others and the meand of the selwvation of the help-
less ones, This intention is the cavse of the reslizstion of that
bounty and it is certain that the Confirmation of the Lord of Slory
shall descend upon you! Unon ye be BHaha Il ibhed

(Signed) Ahanl Rehe Abbas."”

Pc tl:e friends in Denver, Colorado, he writes:=~

"0 ye real friends and the deughters of the Xingaom!
congratulation of the Feast of Nerooz received; but un teo b
np opnortunity was offered to answer it, For I have not been staying
regularly in one :laces Now I wgeg in Henath ard then in Tiberiag,;
now in Acca =2nd anon in Faifa. There were also other formidsal
difficulties that diverted my attention fyom my correcvondence. God
willing, from this time on the thread of corressondencs will e talken
un end answers will be disnatched with more regularity.

"This greeting became the cause of exceeding joy. It indi-
cated the fact that, nraise be to God, in Denver & number of sownls
are encirecled with the Glances of Providence, Therefore it ig nouved
that Divine Senediction will he vouchéafed, the numvuer of held
will be increased day by day and the Frazrances of the ‘erci
diffused. With the utmost invocation Abdul Bahe turns his tousrd
ﬁhe fingdom of Abha and suonlicates the Confirmations of the Yoly
“pirit for the believers in Denver; thug each one of tuen may De20NE

ble



5sweet harmony to ascend to ":*"

_attrabts heavenly blessinge is
rigses: to porform this service,
im{viotory._ The three condlﬁlons

prrit and then ‘be engaged with teach-'
'ire of the Love: of God will flame

*@ll mankind.g ?ray 1n your: behalf
on:ye: be Baha El° Ahha

J“TAbdul Baha Abbas.v‘gg="“"

'rites-

drrows and ains are like iinto- rust _

o mirror.: -That mirror.is-the trans-.

% p»fdense“'s ‘the dust and rust on’ the.
-the: Love of‘ﬁodlwill ‘cleanse and

nme T **The Teachings of His Holi-:rx

the: rays of. sun.. Their: soft lights.
hore g;they afe cagt. T beg from his Uni- 7.
dd “to'thy firmness day by day and thatl-
'eans ‘i, he' guiaance of the

' causeiof: the~guida"
. 'ness: Baha' [ah:.
. . 'penatrate: an¢
. .versal Grace’ that .t
-“thou may‘st become?the

blind ‘and ‘the aeaf.- o

ahai % &ngele t"het e .
M0 thou ‘Asughter<of the King&om? The few lines that thou hast
'written refleoted;th,geharaoter end. behavior. Praise be to God that-
thou art stirra&“wit b he: By ﬁqf Providenoe and art. enklndled with -

o._humanity and the- susceptibllities of Wl
rid that person wins the pole. of precedence’
edicates his: 1ife to the Worla of E

1.8yt assisted therein. ot

El: Abhet: : .-,—;;.

,_Signed ,.Abdul Baha Abhas 4

' ~England, he writes:

Thy- 1etter was received. Praise be.

of'the Love of God was ignited, the
-“s R

3 ?, ngdom’ resched thy ears. I hope ﬂ"
_fxe of: the Love of God and the” Holy
o Kingdom. I. trust that each
farmew, . sow the seeds of - :.:ya
umanity and water them with the
Light of Truth may illumine J“'."
bha Greeting to 8ll the bellevers @ -

; ‘e:d‘_)'-j Abdul Baha Abbas.”
Ry . Ahmad sohrab




Bahal Nest, Meunt Cermel, Haifa, Syrie,
A\l&"ﬂ.st D 2914,
De:r Friends;-

All over the clty there is a grest commotien; peeple ere wild
with excitement. A new dmperial Irsds has come frem Constentineple
that sany and every man between the ages of 18 and 45 must be enlisted
in the srmy register and be reedy te lsauve at & moment?s netice., Feor
the last few days we have heard that war is declared between Ausiris snd
Servia, that epen hegtilities have alresdy commenced, that Austria has
attacked Belgrade, that Qussia has threatened iustria that unless she
desists frem fyrther encreachment she will be obliged te snter the
conflict. XEngland, Russia and Franoes on ene hand; Germany, Austris
and Italy on the ether, are mobilizimg their forces, The situstion
is very grave., Burope 1s entering ens of its darkest crises ef itg
political life, It takes a lively imeginstion te picturelthe six great
POwers of Eurepe arm ed te the tseth, with more than 20 miiliens ef
soldiers, waiting the final cemmands ¢f their superieds to jump inte the
battlefield snd cut each other's threats! Ne one can oonceive of e
greater folly and a more gstupendous sim sgainst humanity, Everybedy
here thinks that this war news is the first indication ef Armageddon;
the Universal war whish willl teach maenkind ss nothing elss could de, -
the barbarism of the present day civilization and the futility of all
the pacifists movements, Turope 1s siftting on the orater of & world-
ghattering volcane whioh may burst forth at any moment, Rhe Russian,
French and Austrian steamship companies have announced that their
steamers will net touch the Pert of Haifa for some time to come.,
Therefore instead of ten to fifteen sfeamers a week, there will be
only ene steamer a week, belonging to the Khediviel line. The small
German celony has mRent away one hundred of its ydung men te protect
the Fatherland, Thus you see that the atmosphere of this little
Syrian pert is permesated with wars and rumors of wars.

When the new Irade was proclsaimed that all the Turkish sub-
Jjeots must oeme under the oolors, thers was a reasl panic in Acca &nd
Hgifa, One saw greups of anxious men gathered in the corners of the
streets telkiyg excitedly about war, The women of Acca were s6 griefw
strisken that they filled the air all night with their shrieks and
lamentstions, In & literal sense 8o one could sleep, The children
of all the Persians who have lived in Turkey for the last forty years ad
married Arab or Turkish women are under the law of Military Conestiptien
Ko one can attempt escaping, as no steamer is leaving the pert, large
flaring red bulletims are hung in the streets of Haifa calling the
"patriets” to arms, The upper part of these bllls are engraved with
pictures of sweris-snd cannons, the loewer part contains the call te
SIS, Ne one understands the situation, and very few can gunesgs what
Turkey moesns te de with all these preparations, ¥Fer the last few
days the prices of all fLoodstuffs have gone up, from 10 te 40 per cent
espeolally sugsr, tes and flour, as well as naptha,

This evaning the Beleved gave g stirring talk on the afore~
seid news of war in XKurepe, All the friends were impressed with his
words of truth, and I will share them with you. He opened his
gidress with these simple, dramatic wordsi-

YA resurrection is set upl The world is topsy~turvy! The
wrong side ¢f human charscter is upy A general melee of the civilized
nations 1s in sight. A tremendeus confiict is at hand, The world
is at the thresheld of a most tragio struggles, The e¥il ferces of
war are pletting against mankind. - The dark waves ¢f sinster motives
and satanic pagsions are bdattling in the breazsts of men., The shafts
0 intrigue and diplomatio decelts have blackened the sky of man's
¢cgclence,  The chancellories of Eurepe have become the combustible
g re houses of werlike thoughts, Menscing, hidden forces zre
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breught upon the stsge of spestsaular pisy. Vast armies-.millionsg of
men-- Are being mobilized and centered at thieie frontiexs, They are
being prepared fer the feerful contest. The slightest friction will
bring them into & terrific olash, snd then there will be n cchflagra-~
tien the like of which is not recorded in the past hictery ef manking.

"While in America ¥ spoke before meny Peace Societies,
Churches and Gonwentions, and forstold the fearful c¢onsequonces of
srmed pesce in Xurope, I ssid'Bureps is like unte an Arsenal snd one
tiny spark will causes & uvniversal combustion. 0 Nen! COCome ye together
and as far ag poegible try te extinguish this world-raging fire, de
your utmest te prevent the ocourrence of this gemeral conflict, meks ye
an effort, se that this fleed-gate of human bdutchery may not be set
loese', I found nc one to listen to my advice, I sesrchsd, but
there were 10 hesring esra. I oried out st the top of my volce, I
rleaded, I enunciated the evils of war, but people were self-occupied,
self=centered, - And now thia is the result. They heve.wltnessed,they
have experienced in the past thet war is conducive to the destruction
of tha foundatien ef the edifice ef humanity, the caunse of the devasw
tation of the werld ef cemmerce, industry, abts sand trade, THe com=
batants -~ the cenquerer and the. conquered - «re hoth lesers, Neither
party gains sny substantial pretit. ‘he two combatante are like unte
two ships which collhde against esch other, One may sink teo the
bottom of the ses, dut the ether will also carry away its 1njuries and
shocks, Therefore, the victor sand the defeated fzil to obitnin any
benefit, The utmest is this: Temporarily one country holds the terw
ritory of another. This is of a sghort duratien, In the coursw of
the 1ife of that nation a time will, sooner or later, come when tho
oonguered will bsocme agaln the conquerer. In the pelitical history
of France and Germany and their wars, such reverses el national for~
tunes have often ecourred. It is very strange 4o ses how 'Illusion!
has taken possoaaionkot the hearts of men, while 'Reality' has no sway
whatsoever, ~For example, 'Racial difference! is anToptical &Xlusion' /
It is a figment of imagination, yet how daep seated and powerful is its .
influence, Neone oan deny the Pfsot that mankind in tote are the
progeny of Adam, that they are the offshoots of one primsl stock; yot
the foptical illusion®! has se redically miarepresented this plein
truth that they have divided and subdivided themselves into so many
tribes and nations, This is Germen, the other is FPrench, that is
English, a fourth is Italian, a f£ifth 1s Austrian, s stxth is Russian,
ete, etocs, Although many intelligent men amongst them knoew that this
recial difference is an optiosl illusion, yet they all confess their
inability to stind firm before its uncanny, invisible power, The
Reality is that all mankind are from one progeny and belong %c one
femily, but although this is the Reality, it sxarcises no permsnent,
influsnce upon the mindeg, ~--w---

"Se many wars have taken plaoﬂi S0 many countries ere deve-
zstated, se many @ities are ruined, snd yet people mre not satisfied
with humen butcheyy, are not . satisfied with carnage end bloodshed,
Still the hearts are stiff and unfeelingl!  35till the souls are callous
snd celd, still the minde sre dark and frigid, still the peeple zre
unsusceptible and unylelding, still they are in deep slespl Ohl! When
will they be awakened?  When will they becems merciful? When wikl
they prectice the Golden Rule? This hatred snd snimosity destrey the
basis of the structure of humenity, while love snd amity sre conducive
to the well being snd prosperity of mankind .

Today the people ars thrown inte the utmost constermation!
How msny fsthers have been lamenting and gresning lsst night, and how
many methers have been orying mnd weeping in this town snd Acea, They
are thrown into such & panie, they ere so slarmed that no description
csn give an adequate ploturel Why this tyrrany? Vhe has obliged
them te perpstrate these scts of savagery,

. The Tina anfd ?he onlers
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the peliticiens and the stutesmen live in the utmost esse in theirx
relaces end send these innoocent men snd peseants who have rever sesen
asch other, inte the battlefisld t6 fesr ezch ovther tc pleces with
shells and cannon bells/ The srmies are pswns to be played with on the
chegsbonrd of their fiendish smbitions! How cruel is thisl  How pitix
less is this] How brutel is this! Hoew fercclous is this] These ges
taulled lesders of humanity ere not willing to lst even ons hair fsll
from thed» hends. They sre cowerds end sre swlking(? Skulking) in
d&rkness. Why 8o they send these thousands end thoucends of wmen to
the Pield of csrnage to be moved down by sach other like fths grass.

If 5 number of imaginary or resl difficultiec have anrisen hetwaem
Austria =nd Servis, 1r they sre reslly disinterceted znd are znxicus to
keeyp the balance of the pewers end not disturd the Pesce of Burovps,

why do nct they go before the Court of Arbitration? The impartial
member of that Ceurt of Arbitral Justice will look into the nature

of the olaims of each party, and efter mature investigetion decide
which ens iz in the right. Yere they rezdy to rafer zli thelr dif-
fsrenves to such » Court this war wenld hsve been obvisted. The
Taiversel Court of Ardbitration is +the only bedy that shell resolve

211 the dissgrzements and conteulions ithst srise between the nefions
of the world. Extrsprdinsry exertion wmust be put forwasrd by the
eivilized governmsats to erganisze guch sn ialluentisl, intermationsl
Jrgnnization, befors which all thelr quarrels may be arbitrated,

Tas?t bettar plan ocen he conceived by man’? | What harm is there in

this? The rulers of the Csbinet Ministers sad the administrations

ef sseh country will find the utmdst comfort and eass snjoying the
frults of thelr labers,

"If we reflect oczrefully ws observe that,since hisgiory has
been written sand the deedes of minkind recoried and preserved, no ons
csn point out e single instsnce that Pesce, Love snd Amity have been
ruineus &nd hermful in their results. Ther heve filled the world
with Jey and redisnce znd happiness, - - ~ -

"More metonishing then 11 there natters is this: These
warring naticng believe thet the objest eof the Religion of God ig to
be way &nd strifel This i the mest prepostereuns ides that every men
could let anter inte his wmindd  How negligent are the people, how
thoughtless and inadvertent they srel It se though thers is not a
single icts of love in the hasris of men, svs Though they hsve never
heard the name of love, allhough their hearts sre the sepulchres of
hatved and envyl iMan is the nost ferocious animsl, vet does he asccuse
che wild heagts of the jungle of this quakityl The ferovcious beagts
%111 other heasts, but not one halonging té their own specles, They
k¥ill for theiroewn feed and gustsnense. [or example, man says the
wolf is feroeious] Oh, poor wolfi Oh, wromged wolf!  The wolf
tearg te plieces one-~sheep in order to keep its body and sonl alive!

If 1% does not kill the sheep it will die from hunger, beacuse being =
susrniverous animal it csunot eat grass., But men, who considers himself
lord of craation, will become the causge ¢f the total snrihilation of
millions ef his fellow Dbeings. The poor wolf 1is & very inocompeteonmb
tyre in compsrison with this %ind ¢f men. Then he will beast: *I em

o Conguerer, I am # here, I am a Victor, I em & Superier Genersl, I anm &
Field-Marshel, I em an Admirsl] Man] It 1s belter for thee to hids
thyeslf under theeenrthl Theu hast cwrimsoned the ground with fhe bleod
oi tky brothersl! Thy hend 1s stained with their blced} Thou Nest
sleughtered snd butchered God's oun children! thou hest destroyed

the 1iving temples of the Spiritl] Thon hast trsmpled under thy Ieet
the rights of menl Thou hast snuffed ont the burning lamps of life
endttruth] It is strange, rsssing strenga, thaet noetwithstznding

all fthese violstions of Pivine Law, thouw zrt yet waentonly boseting

end exsalting thyseif sbove all menkind,

Ahiad Sohxeb. -



Bahai Nest, Mount Carumsl, Halfa ,Byria
August 4, 1914
Deaxr Friends:- . '

In a recent Tablet, Abdul Baha writes the follawing eloquent,
soul stirring words concerning the promotion of the Cause of God:-

“The fundamental gbject is: the promulgation of the Bhuse of God
and the exeltation of the Word of God. This is the Power that will
become sffective in the very heart of the world, because it is con-
fitmed by the Holy Spirit. Thismatter will confer life upon the body
of the world of creation.

"Today if the soul who is attracted with the Love of God and
burning with the flame of enthusiasmssopen hie tongue, epesking or
dalivering his speech in the utmoet state of attractiom, it will un-
doubtedly display the most wonderful affect upon the hearts. With a
resonant voice he must ¢ry outi-

40 people! The Sum of Reality haes dawned from the horizom of the
world, casting ites Bffulgence upon the East and the West . He has in-
structed the world of humanity through heavenly Teachings and has bew
come the cause of human solidarity. - - - - The Teachings of His Holi-
ness Baha'o'llah deolare the oneness of the world of humanity: cause
Religion to be the foundation of Union and Acord in the world; hecome
conducive to good-fellowship between the children of men; conform
Teligion with science and reason; tgke away politiscal prejudice, rew
ligious prejudice and race prejudices; uphold the doctrine of per-
fect equality between men and women,; espouse the cause af the Inter-
national Auxiliary language; foster the univerealization of education;
readjust and equalize in the most perfect manner the economic relatione
of the social structure; destroy totaldy the basis of hospitality and
i1l1-will from amongst mankind; constitute the five continents as one
continent; suffer the various races of men to become =»v one race;rend
asunder entirely the veils of these superstitions; reveal in the as-
semblage of humanity the Light of Truth; illumine the hearts with the
Ray of Guidance; resurrect the epirits with the Breaths of the Holy
Spirit, and baptize the souls with the Water of Life EBternal, the Fire
of the Love of God and the Outpouring of the Divine Spiritt

¥10 thou world of humanity, awake! Awake!

"0 thou negligent of the Kingdom of God, Revivel Revive!

'O thou prisoner of nature, liberate thyself! Liberate thyselfl

*'0 thou afflicted with antiquated dogmas! Get clear of superannu-
ated inaginationsl PFree thyself of this Inertiat

10 thou deprived of the heavenly Bestowalst' Acquire a sharel
Acquire & share!

#“'Q0 thou heedless of the Divine World! Be informed! Be informed!

Cry at the top of your volces similsar utterances in those meet-
ings before the concourse of humanity. 7The effect of your words will

be conditioned upon the defxeq of your attraction and exultation.Tuen
you will observe what an effect thls will havel .

In another Tablet, to Mr/ Jos . E. Hennen, he says:

"Now. the believers must engage their time in teaching the Cause
of God and in the meetings no pther discussion should be carried on
save the Cause of God.  The members of the Bahal Assembliss must be
infinitely kind towards each other and a1l their delibsrations must
be conceraning the Kingdom of Abha. Promiscuous discussions must be
discountenanced, for these things will become conducive to the 1. .~
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’// the meetinge muet be the Menition of God, the propagation of the Cause .
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ﬁewarmneu and apathy of those who are present . The Candles of all

of God, the exposition of Divine Proofs and the elucidation of the
Principles of His Holinese Baha'oa'llah, When this condition is obtained
the meeting will become heavenly, celeatial, godlike and the means of '
the guidance of the -arring ones. It will yield moet great resulis .u-o®

To the Editor of the LAKE ERIE ZEPHYR of Lakelawn, Derby, New York, he
says: -
"3 thou spreader of Reality! In the first two editions of the
Magazine, thou didst demonstrate nable effort in serving the Kingdom of
. God., This aspiration is the means of the exposition of Reality. Reality
will unquestionably be revealed sooner or later. Then it will become
established that thou art an adorer of Reality. The Editors of the
VHagazines. and Newspapers must be the sprealing of the realities of
facts; for itiis certain, the truth of every prodlem will becomwe wani-
fest and apparent in the future. The proprietors of the periocdicals

who conform their atatements with reality will attain to Everlasting
Glory in the coming yaxx ages .«ww-u"

A besautiful prayer, revealed for the Portland Assembly, is as follows:-

"0 Thou Heavenly Fathert Thou hast the Hostis of the XKingdem and
the Spiritual Angele! We indigent souls, are broken winged birds, yet
we do yearan to soer towards the Iumensity of the Kingdom., We are
thirsty fish: we seek the sea of the Water of Life. We are the moths
of the nether world: we long for the lamp of the Realw on High. We are
in the utmost meekness and feebleness; yet we are fighting against
the armies of the world, .

"Pherefore, 0 Lord of Hosts! Confirm us so that the army of Light
nay become victorious and the legions of darkness be defeatedy Assist
ue in the service of the Kingdom end inform us with the Divine Myster-
ies. Rejolce us with the Glad -tidings of the Everlasting Sovereignty
and bestow upon us a portion and a share of the Life Eternal. Suffer
the tongues to be unloosed and grant insight to the eyes; so that we
may behold the world of the Kingdom and may praise with an eloquent
speeol; gk’ly Bsauty and Perfection. Verily Thou art the Generous and
the Kin :

(Signed) Abdul Baha Abbas

Last niggt Doctor Getsinger arrived from India, and we were plessed to
mest him after his eight monthe sojouwrm ia that country. In the evening,
the Beloved, turning his face to Haji Mirza Haydar Ali, wsaid: (A. B.)
*This is Dootor Getsinger.* (H. A.} "I know, but he is not a Doctor of
medicine .* (A.B.} *Yes. He is a Doctoer of Philosophy.® (H.A.) "I see.*
(A.B.) "If he were a Dactor of medicine, he would not be sick. He has
now come to the Ideal Physician.® This reminds me of another lovely
incident which happened a few weeks ago. In a meeting, Mirza Haydar
Ali asked the Master whather a poem composed by a Bahai in Persian
could bs read. "Why?* the Beloved asked emilingly. "He will be plessed
to hear about it. "I sm old now, a poem must be chanted for those
sho are young!® "But. the Mamter is young."

I met the Beloved only for a few minutes during the day. He was
dictating Tablets to BShaugl Effendi for the believers of Persia and
. America. In the evening, he had a long walk, and on his return while
1 was writing in my room below, I could hear his voice speaking to

. the members of the Holy Family on the Appearance of Chriet at a time
- when the Romans ruled Palestine.

Ahrad Sohrab .




Bahal Nest ,NMount Carmel ,Haifa ,Syria.
August 5, 1914
Dear Friende:-
“Through Divine Grace I have obtained the utmost health and en=
ergy .* Waile the Beloved was walking through the veautiful rose-garden
nhaling the fresh breeze wafting from the top of Mount Carmel, he
dictated the above cablegram to Mrs., Cropper, of London, and 1 "have
no doubt through her to the Bahai world. Those who are devoted to the
Cause of Baha'o'llah and have no ulterior motive, wish for no greater
gift than the gift of this Cablegram. TFor they know $hwt the good
health and energy of Abdul Baha at this eleventh hour when the dark and
thick clouds of war are gathering over the horizon of Europe, is very
neceseary. With his divine sight he can watch the operations of the
various forces to better advantage and send forth his meesage of Peace
and Love, like so many dartes of light, not to injure but to heal the
wounded souls. The day's rumors and news gives the student the im-
pression that the Great Powers of Europe are face to face with the most
tragic act of human history since Cain and Abel had their quaerrel. The
Prince of darkness is at work, unearthing the hidden, animalistic pas-
sions and sanguinary desires of man, changing him into a wild, fero-
clous beust and suffering him to become a murdered in the estimation
of God. We hear that England, Russia, France and Belgium have co-~
alesced temporarily againet Germany. This seams quite improbable,but
every fresh report is circulated through the town with an amazing ra-
pidity. The almost universal topio of discussions is the war in Europe.
The poesibility of this greater war has entirely eclipsed the war be«
tween Austria and Servia. The professions of all the pacifists of
Europe sound like hollow mackery. They see now how shallow were their
ideug of FPeace, how they had satisfied themeelves with mere preten-
sions and insincerity, and how all their beautiful theories, like untio
the apples of Sodom, have turned to ashes in their taste. In this
universal pandemonium, where can one find the results of those Con-
ferences and Congresses of Peace? Although they have tasted the
bitter fruit of war, yet they rush headlong into it mxe without pre-
meditation, without due measuring of the facts concerned. War if the
moost:malignant, the moet detestable the moat eccureed and the most
loathsomes enemy of mankind, and yet these natione are embracing it with
the most abandoned delight. Why? Because they are Chrigtian nations
by name only. Does a Christian kill his brother? Are these people
the followers of the Prince of jPeace? Through their actions they have
brought disgrace and shame upon the Name of Christ. War by whatever
name you may call it is cold-%loded, deliberate murder. In the words
of the inepired teacher of Russia, thg late Count Tolstoy: "War is not
amiability, bt it is the most hateful thing in the world, and it is
necessary t¢ understand it so and not to Play at war. - - -This is the
pith of the matter. - - -~What is war, and what is necessary for its suc-
cess, and what are the laws of Military B8ocliety? The end and aim of
war ie murder; the weapons of war are eepionafc @l treachery and the

£t the ruin of ¢ nhabitants, and pillage
encoggggcggng ° g‘goaaa‘sions for t%a maintenance of thé tTHopEc

deception and lies which pass under the name of finesse: the privileges
of the military class, the lack of freedom, that is discipline, en-
forced inactivity, ignorance, rudeness, debauchery, drunkenness . And
yet that is the highest caste in society, respected by all, All rulers,
woar military uniforms and the one who has killed the greatest number
of men gets the greatest reward. Tens of thousands of men meet, just
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a8 they will meet tomorrow, te murder one snother; they will massacre
and maim; and afterwards, thankegiving Te Deum will be celebrated, be -
cause many have been killisd - the number is always exaggerated-- and
victory will be. prooclaimed on the supposition that the more men killed
the greater the credit. Think of God because many have been killed-«
the number is always exaggerated -« and victory will be proclaimed on
the supposition that the more men ¥illed the greater the credit. Think
0f God looking down and listening to them.® .

The duty of the Bahais in this trying hour of human history ie to
pray and work for Peace, not to he discouraged by these cataclymal svent$
not to give: up hope in despair. VWe have been taught by the Peace-Maker
of this Twentieth Century that God is not the God of war but the God of
Eove] and Love is Peace ~- not an armed Peace but the Eternal Peace be-
tween God .and man -ethe Everlasting Covenant of Friendship and amity
between all the reliizions, races and natione. They are mobilizing the
srmies of death, we must then mobilize our hgeets of life. They are
changing the falr, green cultivated-fields into the wild, desolate
wilderness, we must prepare the .soil of the hearts and sow therein the
seeds of Peace. They are the lords of destruction, we are the servants
of construction. In Yhe darkness of the world-monstier-like, they are
stalking abroad with Cyclopean strides to kill and be killed; we must
illumine the world with the rays of the Sun of Reality. In this con-
fused state of -affalrs, the wmighty voices-of the Bahais must be raised
in the congregation of humanity. No matter where they live, they muast
drop into the ears.of men the words of Peace and teach mankind through
their deeds and actions the lessons of Peace. When the horizon of
Europe is cleared from these .izky clouds of war, the position of the
advocates of Peace will be sironger and more advantageous than noew, and
we will ©be nearer to the golden Millenium of Universsl Peace. Through
the great advancement of military science and the inventions of many
new weapons of defense and offense, the European Government had en-
tirely overhauled their systems of warfare, building Dreadnoughts, ine
creasing the navy, making army discipline more thorough, adding to the
efficiency of men snd bYringing to an up-to-date standard their whole
machinery of human slaughter. Having made all these preparations,
they wanted to test their skill snd valor, and here we see them ar-
rayed against each other, ' ;

While the Beloved was walking in the garden, he passed by our
room, SBhougi Effendi, Badl Bushrui snd myself were sitting around the
table, busy writing. He looked: in and smiled. The photograph of the
first Persian-American Conference, held in Washington, was on the sofa.
He took it in his own hands and looked at it for a minute. Then he conw
tinued 'ulkiuf. In the evening, all the students were the guests of
Shougi Effendi. While they were sitting in the garden, the Master
gams out of the house and walked toward the door. Khosre followed him.

Then the students: started to sing their songs till late, everybody
. feeling very happy. - Afterwards we took & lovely walk in the moonlight,
through the broad avenue of: the German Colony. Joyously we ascended
the Nountain to sleep and dream of the spiritual blessings of the

Loxd. _
Ahmad Sohrab .




Behal Nest, Mount Carmel, Haifs, Syris,
Avngnst 6§, 19%l4.
Dear ¥riends: -

YAnd we shall hesr of ware and rumors of wars, see thet ye
be not troudbled, for sll these things must come to psgs, - - = For
nation shall rise sgainsgt nation end kingdom sgainst kingdom; and
there shall ba famines snd pestilsjiees and earthquakas in divers
plscas,(Matt/ ch.24)

The pveaent conditions of ths world are more or less the
literal fulfillment ¢f the &bova verses, « - - « - «

Tonight tha Balovad delivered snoather auiokening and stiwuls -
ting address on the guastion of tha nregant Kuropean war and the cosrl-~
itions which are baing formed For the humilistion snd destruction of
their so-called enemias, When 2ll the friends and the large body of
the Persian students found their way into his presence and esch person
took his seat, he began to speslt, Hig earnsstness was ﬂeep-felt and
every word movad mnd stirred ths hearts;=

"PThe gathsring storm is most vortentous! Mankind is
gripped in the psyoxysm of & fesrful alarm/ They sre in the throes of
a desdly constarnstion. On thelr sshen faces are engraved the dis-
torted platures of the coming horrors, The kind shepherds heve turne<
snddenly into fersaious wolves, tesring the shesp s&nd the lawbg into .
piecen. Maray hag hidden its Ffase; Jlove hag aovered hary coun?ensnct
sympathy doss not stratch forth its arms, sffection has flowm aws
Truth finda 1f8elf & riranger smong & lurge sompany of hvpocrifiaal
aimiraere and Pewrcs dces not snvissge herself in the olaesy mirror of the
pure hesris,

"Ahout tan or Pifteen days sgo I hed the plerdure of meeting
the Germsn Consul &nd disoussing with him the ominous signs of the
coming Ruropesan wex. delivered himmpelf of the opinion aurrent

smongat the ptatesmen,”that a nation muet go on ineressing her snnual
Militery and Kaval Kxpenditures if she Adesires to proteat her growing
commercinl and netionsl interests from the attack of her equally powere
ful snd expanding neighbors or rivals; thet the grester the militsry
devicar and parsaphernsalia, the more ohg ir assured of the prograess of
the netion sand her constently devaloping resources. In thet meeting
there wers present s number of Garmsns and othar nstionslities,
Strenge %o B8Ry, on this question they 811 asgreed with the Consul end
soncurred in his opinion, a&a bthough he had woiced thejr hidden and
most chexished thoughta. Iaaaid;'lf the power of Love snd Pesnce
become predominant snd suprqme. thel» effeots will be grester than the
power of hrte rnd Mars - the Bod of War. In the world of existence
thexre is no power K§ afftaacious and sE penetrsfive as the power of
Love, MNMilitsry powaer coeross and compels men through unnstural re-
gort to force and violntﬁln. but menkind yield hanpnily and willingly
to the powexr of Lova.

""he WA oxpanses of sach netion heve incressad grestly of
late vears/ Although thers has been the physicel olash snd furmoil
of sotualr war, yat in reslity & finmncial snd esonomic wsas hss been
golng on incessently and draining the resources of the peaple, TFor a
goodly portion of whet the poor laborers, fsrmers and artisans get with
the sweat of their brow and the lsbor of their hsnde is taken from
them under the name of taxes and expended over Militsry preparations.
Henca wax 1é“Intarruptod. This exsction breede discontent, olass
feeling anaafvoup consclonpness egainst the =atablished order;
everyone yealizing that humen snaiety is out of gesr. Vow if they
aould amploy this nmignanity, tris hammer and tongue, this figtsand
heels spidit, this faverish hegte in the mcowmulation of war metériasls
thia waste of grast thoughts over the perfection of Militsry BSciences -

say. if thay aould axpend this exsrtion snd effort, this endasrvor snd
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highnindednese in hringing sabout Love smonget mankind, in strengthe
ening the ties of interpendenca hetween netions snd govermments and in
aetsblishing fellowshiy and affinity hetween the rucesg, - how much
more effickaious 1t would hrve hean, Instead of unshesthing the
sword to shad erch othex's blood, they mex think of ths psrfection of
esoch other's oivilizations, selences, srts, commerce, progress end
sdvencament, Te this not better? Is it not worthisr for the noble
gtation of man?

"The Gormrn Consul and others would not think of accsvting
ny @ders, and started to objeat to them, .

"Than I said again: "What vietory will you galn out of this
wer?  Whet will be the outcoms of this bloondshed? What will be the
fruit of this onslaughi? What will bs the resultof this aggreasion?
From tha haginning of higtory %n the present time what has deen the

profit that humanity hes gethered from war? Nothing Wt ruin, devesta -

tion, the desecretion of the holr rightd of man, vandalism, osvnage
and the brubtaligation of ths idsals deposifed by God in the hearts of
men. And 1f we remsd the epirit of modern history saxight, we coms
to the conalunsion that therse is no wer of conguest - the congusror
and the conguerad f£ind themselves in manifest loss &t the end of the
engagament, - - ~Conslder what ides). vietoriea! What brillisnt
trivmphgd What spiritusl traces!  What heavenly succasses have
become manifast throngh the powar of Love!  Tharefoye how mueh ncbdler
end worthier would it be if the sages end thinkera of ithie world
expendad thaiy physieal, intellectusl end morzl forces In the promul-
getion of the power of Love smongst mankind, This powsr of Tove is
thermeans of reaiprooity and co-onerstion batwean nationst i is the
cause of thelr everlssting glory! It is conducive to the composurs
nd seeurity of the world of orestioni? 1

"I fonnd my listeners still Zur ILrom &cespting my plea,
Thay ware silanged, bhut I knew 1t wag r 8ilence out of respect and nov
an acknowledgment, and a oonfesnsion that they were eonvipced, I
found today that owing to the dsclaretion of wer in Euwrope the Germans
in this colony are very srd and Aaphegsed, a0 vmeh g0 that iy it ine-
desaribables, They Imow $hat they sre in dsnger, the ldanger of
defart of the Patherlsnd, Then why ghould thaey heil war?

"Pureuing my conversantion with the Gsrman Consul and others,X
said: 'In reclity all the inhabitents of Furcps owe (lhseir sllegiance
to one Religion, and thet 1s the Religion of His Holinase Christ; they
also helong %o one racial stoeck, whish isg no other than the Aryan;
which parant stook migrefed from Asie in ancient times and sshiled in
the differsnt »nartg of that uninhebited country. Affter the ispse of
nany generetions one somrmnisy celled itself Frank, asnother Ssxon,
another Norman, snothexr Lstin, ete, 2ftc. Iwbar on, step by sten,
they fabriceted the weang of differences, snd maeny misconceptions
crapt in whioh added . day hy day te the gravity of the situation,
Furthermore, ware we to nonder arrefully, we will resalizs thet they
are living an nne cantinsnt - Burone, Hence, 1f thay alainm that
their misunderstanding 1s on eccrunt of religiocus diffarences ~ as they
are ovarghadowed by the inflmenca of ons raligliom if umst not exist,
I they state that thaiy alisnation oomes from rselal Wiss, benauss
they are the Asgaendsnts of one primal race 1t mist be hrushed nside,
If they sssert that their atrife is on patrioctic grounds, inszauch es
they inhabit the one continent it mmst have no weight, Horsover, the
are 2ll mepkind ., They heve grown from one eommon stock {trunk} ani
are ths branchas nf ona trae.

"When I was travelling in Burope I cbserved evsry nation
crying at tha top of her voiwms *Q my Country! 'O ay && v Sountryl 'O
my belovad Countryl' I seid: 'Ok, wy friasnds, what ars &1 these
clemors for? Why all these accalmations? %Why &)1 these uprosrs and
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onicryes? Why a1l Ehis hullabaloo?  These courtiies over which you
ere 8¢ vociferous and &t every mofent show the signs of obstvepevouu~
ness, are One Country, the home of hameni ty. Wherevaer men chooses to
live. there 1g Nif ome end his oountry,  ®od heg not Aividsd this
eerth, It 18 ons globe, one sphare, These boundsries that you have
defined are the grestest illusions thet could ever be eonceived. in the
mind of man, = They hava no raality, It ia similer to the division
of ons ‘zroom inte different raations, with so neny hypotheticesl lines,
calling this corner Germeny, tha* corner Frenae and enother corner
England, Of a %ruth, these suppositional lines have no ocutwerd
arictence, Theae aasume& hounderien are canine divisions, for it is
observad that a nmmber of dogs divide smongst themselves the pubiic
gousre into varions sections, ank if one fars to go beyond the limit
st for it, snd trespass on tha rights of others, the Tast will set
up a dresdful howl ’RnA bark sng g0 For 3t; notwithstanding these
inaginery lines have no resl faorms or Bhapas.

YAgsin Jet us s8til) go further asnd investigste &nd Lind

out what is this eountry over which you are guarreling and scerambling?
A pisce of land, If this 15 the asse, vary well them; it ia selflw-
avident thst man livae sbove this ecrthr for & few dxys and then for &ll
sternity he will go under it. It ie his everlssting gravevard, his
unchangeshle acematery, Is it worthy of man. to fight ovar his own bury
ing ground? To shed the vlood of his fellow men? To desghrey the
divine cdifice ~ for men is the Bdifice of God? Is it noble of him
to eomgit &1l these inhuman atrocities for the meeropolis of dead
hodien?!

"The object is this: Thegae rengrks werae not relished by

the Germans on that day, but I sa¥ them teday in en unhsppy mood.

They were visglihly sgltated and distabbed, RBut on the other hand

they RY'e manifaattng great courage snd patriotism, The young men

have given up their work snd sre reasdy to start for G%ermsny, +here ze
more than fifty volunteers, snd probedbly from this small colony

nesrly ons hundraed youhg mer will lerve for the sceene of war,  They
ere doing this with perfect joy and without the lesst somplaint, .

But todsy's naws thet Russia, Englrnd en@ France sre united fogether

to crush.Gaﬁmany, has given them much food for thought,

"How arnel i& men to send his hrothers inte the deittlefield
go that they may cui esch other te pieces! Just on the simrle groumd
thet thou srt Gearman, I am English end he is Frenoh! Although in
reality they are &1Ll human and ere living heneeth the shade of one God,
Hig Divine Baestowsls, Favors snd Bounties have encircled sll of them, -
They sre all the shaen of God and He is the Spiritusl Shepherd is
merciful. 40 &)1,

?In short, the dlsplay of fthie barbaric pession is no other
than the passion of nature, “Lhese men, like unto animals, are. the
prigsoners of nature, subdued and overcome by nature. According to
the requirement of nature the snimele are pugneejous and strive in the
destirvction of ssch other, In the wordd of nature there are aggressim
bloodthirstiness, oprression, struggle for existence, rspacity,

These qmmselities sre the nstural laws of nature. Juet as these animals
are captives of nature, similarly man is conguered, subjugatied and
hunbled by nature.  For exaﬁple. anger getg the betier of man, feroci-
ty prevails upon him, and he beconss the subject of tha lower

passions. What sre all thesa? They sre no other than the mendetes
of the world of nature. :




: - "Only those persons who &re in reslity beliavers in God,
who heve witneseed the signs of God, are gttracted to the Kingdom of
God snd turned thelr fraes fowsrd Rod - they, rnd they slone, sre
fraed fTrom the blaody olews of nsture, - Wherers formarly they wars
vanguighad by -nafure, new they lscome 1%z vistors, Wherezs formerly
they were the gnbjeats of nuture, new they hecoms the rvlers. In
brief, while nature inviftes men 50-the haser propensities of ego and
self, the Love eof God mttrsiots him tHo the worlds of ssenctity and
holinsss, Justice and genergeity,. mercy ani huwmenity.”

Ahmsd Sohrab,
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Bahei Nest, Mount Carmel,Haifs,Syria
- August 7, 1914

Deay Friends: - , . ‘

Rev. J. W. Van Kirk, the desigusr of the World Psace Flag,
whites the following to our Beloved:

"Having had the honor of seeing you twice and having the
groat pleasure of meeting & few of your Aevoted followers in Wash-
ington,Philadelphis and New York City, I take the liberty of sending
you an emblem as an sppropriate standerd of the fundemental and com-
prehensive truths Zou ere promulgating, and hope to have the delight
of meeting you in Acoca. on will please find enclosed & Flag and
pamphlet which are self explenatory. Should the way open, I hope
to unfurl in the streetw of Acce the Standard of the great ideas and
principles of the Bahai Manifestation."

Concerning the Flag he says: "The seven stripes are the
colors of the rainbow, or whet 1s calle@ in sclence the sgectrum
gnalysis of white 1igﬁt. As the light of the sun pesses through the
drops of rain, it is broken up inte the primary colors of red,crange,
yellow, green, blue, indigo and violet, and thrown on the clond be-
yond the observer. Also when light passes through a prism it disper-
ges into the same colors. And when these colors are reunited they
produce white light. The seven stripes in general represent the human
race a8 it has passed through history. It has been broken up, seg-
regated and divided into many nations, races, langueges, civilizse-
tions, sects apd parties of various kinds, yet, et the same time, it
shows that they are not naturally independsnt, antagonistic or ene-
mies of bne another, but are parts, shades or phases of one common
humenity.” . :

.In anotherplace, he says: "For more than a gencration the
world has been in & transition from liberty to fraternity, from
egoism to altruism, from personal liberty to fraternal liberty,from
individuelity to socisl eolidarity, from patriotism to humanitarien~
ism, from religious and ethical secterienism to spiritusl and moral
unity, from organic disunity to organic unity, from the rule of bossism
4o govermment of the people snd £rom selfishness to brotherhood. The
era of fraternity has well set in." -

The above questions were tranglated and read to Abdul Bahs,
snd he was well pleased with thep. The "Anthem of World Patriotism”,
which we are translating into Persian and which was also reed to the
Masterp may be guoted here gs a prelude to the wonderful Teblet of
Abdul Baha to Rev. Van Xirk:-

"0 mother earth! of thee,
.Home of humanity

0f thee we sing:
Land where our brothers rosam,
Land of the nstions' home,
Under &ll heaven's dome

Let duty ring.
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Our Father's country this,

Home of His offspring 'tis
This home we love;

We love 2ll lands and seas,

One kin its people, these

Thelr bond and nature, is,
Like that above

Liet friendship f£ill this place,
AAnd ring to every race
Fraternsl's Song;
.0, human kind, awake,
~Let all that lives partske,
The long dead silsnce break,
o The note prolong.

The nations' Lord; to Thee
Friend of humanity, -
' 0f thee we sing; -
Long may our earth be bright
With brother's love and right;
Inspire us by Thy Light
Great Christ, our Xing.”

Here is then the Tablet of the Master to this composer
of this international anthem:

"0 thou respected truth seeker! Thy letter was received.
It reflected the sentiment of the oneness of the world of humanity.
The Flag that thou hast forwarded was 1in reelity the foreshadowiry
symbol of Universsl Peace. Today all the netions of the world are
animeted with a warlike spirit and all the governments of the worlg
are fillin% their militari store-houses, inventing infernal machines
and perfecting their man-killing engines;- so that their martial
powers may gréponderate.each other; especiallg the Continent of
Europe haes become an arsenal or combustible materisls. It needs
only one tiny spark to set that hell into & world-wide explosion.
It will be then such & titanic conflagration, the lurid flsme of which
shall blazen &ll the horlzons. Hence the An%hem of Universal Peacse
hes still no charm in their easrs. Thelr universally-accepted politi-
cal axioms are that the grestness and prosperity of a nation depends
on her military end neval powers. The more elasborate these prepera-
tions, the better protected and secured the well-being and happiness
of that government and natione The Kings and rulers of the world are
not yet ready to acknowledge thet Universel Peace is conducive to
the life of the world of humanity. In & simllar strain the nobles,
the demsgogues and those in suthority find their glory zhd reputation
in navel military preparedness.

"Consequently it is impossidle that Yeconomio contentment!®

be realized by the people of the world save through the transforming
Power of Faith. For Paith 1& the solver of every problem. Therefore
%ou must strive to strengthen the foundation of the Religion of God.

hrough the Power of the Religion of God every difficulty will be dis-
entangled. The Power of the Religion of God will humble the Xings amd
set at nsught the crooked motives of those who are in supreme authori-
ty. Then endeavor ye, that the Power of True Religion which breathes
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the Spirit of Life into the desd body of the world of humanity, may be
promulgated. This is the antidote for the poisoned body of the world
and g quick healing pemedy for the rangorous disease of man. For this
regson diffuse thou as much a&s thou srt sble the sweet Fragrances of
the Holy Spirit, teaoh the people the Divine sdvice mnd exhortations
and spread fer and wille the hesvenly Teachings. - - - ="

The Beloved was busy all day, and I saw him only & few mine
utes as he was returning frdm his welk, He looked well and greeted us
with his inimiteble "Merhabal™

In the mbﬁnihg the Persien students had their meeting, and
Mir Saysd Hossein Afnen, Badi Bushrui and Mirza Aflatoun were speakers.
Every one sends you Bahai greeting. :

Ahmsd Sohreb




Bahei Nest, Mount Carmel Haifa, Syria
' Angust 8,1914
Deay PFriends:-

- The sun hed set behind Mount Carmel. The delicate shades
of its after-glow--red, pink and orange--had peinted the Western
horizon of the Eastern sky. The white, fleecy clouds were trans-
formed into golden castles hanging betwixt the heaven and earth. It
was & though Iris the beautiful goddess of Reinbow, had tinted the
blne azure and she herself living in one of thoss lovely mensions

of the air snd making & magnificent displsy of iridescent colors and
prismatio hues for the delectation of her sdmirers. The sunshine

and sunset on Mount Carmel ere especially gorgeous and superd, for
one often observes the ses and Mountain on fire--g brilliant and
resplendent scene of dazzling colors, blended and suffused together
in one magnificent whole., On this particulsr evening there was a
lull in the ailr and a calm grandeunr enfolded us. There was the
softest rustle through the trees and flowers and the sweetest songs
en our lips. A few of us were thus enjoying the pure delicgiousness
of the gerden of the Masters The light zephyrs moved by gently ard
our hearts were submerged in the starlit sea of Divine Love. I was
weeving garlands of idesls with the fresh, sweet flowers of the
spirit, and thinking of those far-off friends who are always near,
wher suddenly the Beloved entered the garden, leading with his right
hend a sweet little girl of five or six years, all dressed in whitfs.
He was talking with her in Turkish, and she was answering with much
grace and dignity, "This is my guest!"™ he said, as he pointed to her
while stending on the steps of the house, "Come, come! my dear friend!
We will go in and have tea and sweets!™ And the host and the guest
disappeared in the dee eninf dusk of the night. In the half-darkness
of the ni§ht, I heard the elear voice of the Beloved celling to his
gister:- "Khanom! KEhanom! I have brought youn & guest. What nice
things have you for her? .She 1s the guest of honor.”

' Was this not an ideal plcture of the Master, that even now
while the whole world is in e %reat turmoil and his heart and head
are f£illed with pity and synpa for the afflicted, he is still the
gsimple, darling, child-loving X¥ather, overflowing with tenderness,be-
nignity, benevoienoe and affection. At this time snd hour no other

human being would have any thought for the dear children. Only Abdul
Baha is perfect in all his ways end his loving kindness snd humeanity
to the 1little ones of the world is the highest and noblest example

of his spiritual life.

This morning I was called into his Holy Presence, and
after reading & few letters and dictating s number of Tablets, he
spoke sbout the present war and the tremsndous isasunes et stake.There
are wild stories of battlea fought on land and sea and victories won
by the contending parties, but they lack. beracity and accuracy.Every
day has its ecrop of incoherent reports which set the tongues a-wagging.
Here the general opinion iz that Germeny is able to lick any coalition
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of Buropean Powers ageinst her, that with Emperor William &s the
geperaliassimo of the invincidble armi, Germeny will meet her foes
calmly .and shatter their forces with unconguersble resolution.
"Germany", someone told me, "is well-nigh invulnerable. Her army
ts thoroughly dieciplined and enthusiastic. They will fight des-

eratelg and as long as there remeins one soldier in the German
%mpire e will fight against the heted inveders. Germany will offer
no quarter to hexr enemies." .

Such opinions one often hears stated in the market or in
the offices,. L '

This evening there wes an interesting meeting, end the Be-
loved delivered & short talk, as follows:-

"These dreadful events are as warnings on the part of God:-
so that they may quicken the people and make them mindful. But the
ma jority of mankind ere like unto the children, who are belng rocked
in a coradle. The harder they are rocked to be awakened, the deeper
they fall into sleep. East and West the affeirs of the people are
in utter confusion and the markets of the world sre afflieted with
lethargy. The wheels of international transsctions are at & standstill.
We shall weit and see what God has decreed to be the outcome of this
universel upheaval. ‘As. for you, pray mesnwhile in behalf of the peo-
ple--80 thet the forcew of Peace may gain ascendancy over the powers
of war. They are now in great dlstress. From all 8ides they ars
surrounded with @ifficultles and hardships. Perchance, God willing,
they may become mindful and aware, be released from negligencew,abandon
tyranny and oppression, treat each other with justice and Teirness
and give up the diotetes of selfishness and personal interest., Our
hope is thet they may be freed from the orunelty of passion and e%oism;
that these wicked powers may npt overmaster them; that they mey turn
their feces toward God:; that the hearts may become illumined;thet
the sphere of the minda be extended; that averice and covetousness
may not remain; that trust in God and self-reliance may take possession
of their beings; that they may be salisfied with their own rights
and that they may not rise in agression to trample urnder their feet
the rights of others. May all the causes of war and conflict, hard-
ships and sufferings, be entirely removed! - - - -~In .short, pray and
supplicate at the Threshold of the Almighty in behalf of the heedless
souls; for they know not whet they are doing! May they become emsn-
cipated from the defects of their own nature! May they be imbued
with the gualities of the heavenly angels! May they give np ferocity
and be characterized with the attributes of the Mercifull! Msy they
ever live in sccord with the good-pleasure of the Lord of manking!

Moy theg beocome the gusrdians of the rights of the op{ressea.and
downtrodden!  May they be the real servents in the Palace of Universal
Brotherhood!"” - :

Ahmad Sohrab.i




Bahei Nest, Mount Carmel, Haifa, Syris
August 9, 1914
Dear Friends:- .

, This wgs one of those days that we could see the Master as
many times a8 our hearts desired. We saw him in the morning, walking
in his full gloxy in the garden, talking with the friends and asking

them ever 8o many questions. I was salled into his presence in the

afternoon, and I had another heavenly hour in his divine nearness, 1
heve not told you so faxr, thet I have another plessant duty, and that

is, to keep & Diary in Persien for the benefit of onr Oriental brothers.
It is now nearly three months that I have taken up this work. My
daily letters in Persian have, however, one distinetion over their
English brothers, and 1t is this:- Before they are mailed the Beloved
reads each one o% them, and with his own blessed hand corrects them.
Isn't that fine? Consequently, when I entered his presence this af-
ternoon he wes reading the FPersian Disry. There were fourteen lstters,
and he looked up from the last page. "Look here! I have read all of
them and made & few corrections.” In meny ceses these letters do not
correspond with the English omnes, but the purpose behind them is the
same~-to serve the friends. If tﬁere is any good news about the prop-
agation of the Caunse in America apd Europe, 1 embody it in the con-
tents, s0 that they may know what our brothers and sisters are aoin%
in these far~off lends. On the other hand, the literary taste and siyle
of the Eastern people are different from those of the West, and in

any sort of composition, epistolary or otherwlse, one must keep before
his mentsl eye this fundamental difference of taste., In short, oncs
the letters are read and corrected by the Beloved, they are mailed fo
Mirze Abul Gasem Golestsne, who is in Cairoc. He in turn makes mimeo-
graph copies, and sends them regularly every week to all the Oriental
Assemblies--thus t he friends both in the East and in the West are

kept informed of the progress of the Cause, the Teachings and telks

of the Msstér and the essentisl news of the Movement. What I prize
more than anpthing else are my Persian letters with the writings and
corrections of the ifaster between the lines. Although I send these
very letters to Catro, yet I hope to get them beck in good time. I

do not keep anything For myself. It %s better to give than to receive.

This evening & Hungarian gentleman who was born in Turkey znd
is & Doctor in the Red Cross, oalled on the Beloved. His name is Dr.

Abaullah Yousef, and he hes travelled throughout indis, Japan and many
Western countries. Flfteen or twenty years ago Sultan Abdul Hamig,

heving a personal grudge against him, sent him as & prisoner to the
penal colony of Acca. Here he met the Beloved, was attracted to him,
becanse he was shown many kindnesses. Later on he was releaged and
through further investigation he embraced the Bahai Cause. Of late
he has taken & trip through Persia, and has met meny of our friends,
amongst them Dr. Moody and Miss Kappes, etc. He speaks Persian quite
well. Before going in to see the Master, he related to us & number
of his experiences with the Bahais in Teheran. The Beloved wgs most
plegsed with his meeting, and dictated & Tablet, praising his work
in connection with the Red Cross. He is going to Join the Turkish

8 . .
i Being assured of the steady progress of the Caunse in Indig,
the Master hes turned his stiention toward Japan, the Island of the
Rising Sun, the country of cherry blossoms and chrysanthemums, of
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new civilization and rapid sdvancement. One of our sincere Bahai

/friends is already in that Empire, and to him the Beloved writes the

following stirring Tablet:~

"0 thou herald of the Kinﬁdom of God! Thy letter was received
A thousand times Bravo! for thy high magnanimity end exalted aim!
Trusting in God and while turning thy face toward the Kingdom of Abha,
wnfurl thou the Divine Plag in Tokgo and ery at the top of thy voicen:-
"0 ye people! The Sun of Reality hath eppeared snd flooded ell the

regions with.its gloriouns Lights: it has upraised the Standard of the
Onéness of the world of humanity and summoned all menkind to the re-

fulgent Truth. .The Cloud of Merey is pouring; the Zephyr of Providence
is wafting and the world of humanity is being stirred and moved. The
Divine Spirit is conferrin%,Eternal Life, the heavenly Lights are il-

lumining the hearts; the Table of the Sustenance of the Kingdom
is spread and is adorned with all kinds of foods and victuals! O,ye
congourse of men! - Awake! Awake! Becpme mindfuly} Become mindful'! Open
ye the seeing g{es unatop the hearing ears. Hark! Hark! The soft
notes of heavenly fusio are streaming down, ravishing the ears of the
people of spiritual-discernment. Ere long this transcendent light will
wholly enlighten the Esst and the West.'

"In short with.ﬁ resounding volice, with a miraculous power,
and with the magnetiem of the Love of God, bteach them the Cause of God,
% shell confirm thee.----"

end rest thou assured that the Holy Spiri

To snother friend, who has asked permission to come t0 vigit the Be-
loved before starting for Japan, he says:

"Now it is mmch better if you start directly for Jepan end while
there be engaged in the diffusion of the Fragrences of God. Todsy the
Most Great Bestowal is to teach the Cause of God, for it is confirmed
with success. Every Beshai teacher is assisted and favored at the Divine
Threshold. In the estimation of the real King, the army which is fight-
ing in the front rank is loved and to the Divine Gardener the seed-
sowing farmer is esteemed and accepted. I hope that thou mayst be like
unto & victorious army and seed-sowing fermer. Therefore thy voyage
to Japan. is preferred to every other plan.----- "

Ahmad Sohrab.
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Bahai Nest, Iiount Carmel, Hasifa,K Syris
August 10, 1914
Dear Priends:-

In a Tablet t0 the believers in Tiflis, the Beloved writes
concerning his own health:;- "You have expressed happiness on ac-
count of the return of Abdul Behe to Haifa and Acca. It was some tiue
owing fo the hardship of the voyege in the West and the forbearance o:
toil and weariness, the body was greatly fatigued; but now, praise
bt to God, through the Fever and Bounty of the Blessed Perfection--
may mny 1ite be a sacrifice %o his beloved ones!--Immediate rest and
recovery is obtained. Although in the evening I wes in the utmost
infirmity, yet in the mbrrning I found nmyself in perfect health,
gsoundness and energy. This immediate guick healing was no ofther
but one of the infinite, divine Bestowals! When in the morning I
reised my head from the pillow, forthwith.I occupied my time in
writing and reading. No one could believe that such guick recovery
would be procured without any medicine, any treatment or any change
of sir., TWhile in Haifa, one night I turned my face toward the King-
dom of Abha and then pu% my head on the pillow. VWhen I awoke, long
after midnight, I reslized I had gained another power and another
state! The Will Power hes had such & marvellous effect that all
my nerves and limbs wer%ﬁerfactly calmed down and soothed.----- !

In another Tablet, to & number of teachers in Teheran, he says:--
"0 yo friends of the heart and spirit of Abdul Baba! The
unfaithful ones have garbled a new sound and heve spread in the West
that Abdul Beha is completely broken down and camot attend fto any
of his affairs; that he is in great danger and soon shall bid his
lagt farewell. Then we will find the field open and gallop to and
fro according o owr own déddires. No sooner was this news heard
than immedistely, throvgh the Bounty, end Favor of the Blessed Per-
fection, perfect heditl .. was secured andé without losing time I sm
writing this letter, so that the teachers of the Cause of God may
impart this glad-tidings to =211 the believers, that Abdul Bahs is
not broken down. Through the Providence and Grace, Confirmation and
Mercy of the Blessed Perfection, he is in the ultmost energy. And the
proof of this statement 'is that he is engaged by day and by night
in reading end writing. - ~ - =" ;

During the day the Beloved received many people, toth
friends end strangers. 4Ags Mehdi, the gardener of the Holy Tomb,
had come from Bahajee, and he was with the Master for more than an
hour. These are glnrious deys for the Bahais in all parts of the
world, becsuse knowing that the King of their hearts iz feeling so
well, they must increase their momentum and serviceableness to the
Cause of God and the world of humanity. The good health of the
Master will cheer and encourage us a great deal to arise with new
hope and new power and promote the Principles &f Universal Civili-
zetion. The darker the world of humenity, the greater the need of
Bahai Light! The more sal-.and despondent the children of men, the
better apprecisted divine happiness and joy! Her as no where else
the Baheds can show their mettle and demonstrate by deeds and words
the genulneness of their doctrines, Happy are those who have filled
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the goblets of their'hearts with the nectar of the Love of God!

There was a meeling tonight. The believers were all pre-
sent. A little pamphlet was given to the Master before hig entrance
into the room. It contained an article written by a missiowary in
Cairo sgainst the Cause. While he was holding 1% in his hand and look-
in% through its pages, he said: "They are informed too late. The
metter is now beyond their criticism and rebuke. It is recorded in
history that while kohammed 11 was bombarding the well of Constanti-
nople and his victorious army were hastening the downfall of the
Byzantine FEmpire, one of the Ministers of Statie called on the Great
Patriarch and found him much cccupied over some manuscripts, ' What
art thou doing?®' the Minister asked., 'I am writing & refutation.’
'Against whom ig this refutation meant?! 'Against lichemmed and his
false religion.' The Minigter was wroth and smote him on hisf ace.
'Art thou beside thyself?! he said to th: Patrisrch : 'It was nec-
essary towyrite this refutetion when Mohammed was still in 1lledina and
lecca; but now he has come and is bombarding our eity. Man! ¥What
gils thee with this nonsensical refutation. If thou art meaning
what thou art writing, come oubt and stand before his cannon-bells!
Thou art informed too late, too late.' - ~'= - It is most natural that
the Christian Mjssionaries may write articles to disprove this Cause,
but this will make the reallty of the Movement appear with greater
brilliagey. These refutetions which are being launched out sgeinst
this Cause are like unto the work of the Gardener who lops off the
lower b¥anches of a tree and elears the ground from thorns and under-
bruskh . This will cause the growth of the tree. Although outwardlg
the lopping of the branches may be considered a&s inflicting wounds %o
the tree, yet in reality, they will speed along its development. This
Cauge is within two categories. It is either true or false. If it
is true, none of these hindrances will stop its forwerd march, and if
it is false it will dissppesy all by itself end there will be no
need to have recourse to any drastic measure. There is & Catholie
Priest in Acoca who has been and is still writin% false statements
against this Cause., He loves to argue with the believers. Once he
called on Aga Hossein Ashjee and started to refute every statement.
Our friend, finding his refutations childish, answered him in the
following story: 'Mohammed Ali Pasha had e big, fat camel. When the
Hajis started on their long pilgrimage to Mecca through the desert
he ordered & rapid-fire gun to be mounted on the back of the Camel;-
so that they may fire it on their start end at their arrival along the
road. The eayr of the camel was so acoustomed to the thundering ncoise
or the cannon that although it wes fired on its back, it bever moved.
Because this camel performed such gun important service and ecarriad
such a heevy load, the Pasha had ordered that it could graze through
enybody's farm wi%hout.any hindrances Baving reached a stetion,the
camel entered the farm of & poor farmer. ‘In his absence he had left a
young boy to"drive away the animels. This boy started to fire in tle
air with & small revolver which he had, upon seeing the camel, to
scare 1t away. ‘What art thou doing, wmy boy? a Haji asked, "I want to
scare away this camel.' 'Oh! Don't trouble yourself. On the back of
this camel & cannon is fired twice daily, and it does not move. Dost
thou expeet it to be scared eway by the sound of thy smell revolver?’
How the refutat%ons written by these missionaries are exactly the
S8Ge - = = = =

Ahmad Sohrab.




Bahai Negt, liount Carmel, Haifa, Syria
August 11, 1914
Dear Friends:-~ . :

I 4id not feel well todey. I had a fever 2nd s heeadache
beside, so I decided not to descend the Mountain but stay in my nest.
For the last three days I was getting worse,; and todey I felt so bad
that no matter how I tried, I could not gather enough resolution to go
down. It is so bad to get sick. One becomes so helpless and useless.
Wny ean't this humen mechanism go on working wifhout wear and tear,
without. physicel sufferings and pains, is beyond my imaglnation: Some
say that man can free himself from sickness if he observes the rule
of hyglene and follows & simple plan of sané and sound life, without
ipduiging in the bubble-like frivolities and dissipating pleasures
that undermine the foundation of health. The humen body is like unto
e watch. Its delicate, sensitive instruments must be handled with
personal dexterity and knowledge. For this reason, many people have
come to believe that if we desire to have an evolving and perfect hum-
anity, ever rising higher and higher, the children of the race mugt
be grounded in the knowledge of self-protection. Once this knowledge
is wniversally taught, it will improve the human stock, add to the
longevity of the individuels, eliminate meny germ diseases and impart
to man & new vogor and energy. Already, there are many noble pio-
neers in this field, and ell the lovers of humenity cannot lelp but
wish them God~speed and bri}liant success. .

At noon, Badi Bushrul came up and reported thgt the Uaster
had inquired about me, Hence I decided to go down, even if I did not

feel wells, When I entered the garden, I was ushered into the presence
of tle Beloved immedistely. He was walking and humming t¢ himself A

beautifuvl song of spiritual thrill and beasuty. He gave me & detailed
Tablet addressed to the Edaitor of the CHRISTIAN COEMONWEALTH, and
agked me to translate it, The rest .of the afternoon was spen{ in
translating that Teblet, and doing other work. It was about snaset
when I ascended the Mowntain of God, feeling a 1little better.

The figs have ripened and every morning one mey go out and
pluck the Juloy fruits from tle green trees. Around my West there are
several fig trees, and you can imegine me sitting under their over-
shedowing branches. Grapes and watermelons are in abundsnce. TFeaches
melons and pomegranates have appeared in the market, but they are yet
too dear for the poor. One can buy & very large watermelon Tor three
or four gents, end & large basketful of figs or grapes for an egual
stm . :

& beautiful supplication, revealed Ffor the Portland Bahai
Assembly, is as follows:-

0 Thoun Heavenly Father! Thou hast the Armies of the Xingdom
and the Spiritual Angels! We helpless ones are the broken-winged
birds we are longing to scar towerds the Immensity of thy Kingdom, e
ere the parched fish; we sesk the Ocean of the Waterof Life. We are
the moths of the mortal world; we yearn for the Lamp of the ILiriortal
Fealm., We are weak and powerless, but we are fighting against tis
legiong of th: world.

"Thersfore, O Thou Lord of Hogts! Grent Confirmation; so that
the Armg of Lighta may win the victory and the legions of dsrkness Is
vanquished. Assist vs in the service of the Xingdom and inform us
with the Divine lysteries. Confer upon us the Glad-tidings of the
Everlasting Sovereignty and grant us e portlon and a share of the
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Life Eternal. Unloocse our tongues in Thy praise and make our eyes
seeing; in ordey that we may behold tle world of the Kingdom and
with en eloquent tongue glorify end laud Thy Beauty and Perfection.
Verily Thou art the Generous, the Kind!

(Signed) Abdwl Beha Abbes."

A lovely Tablet addressed to the Bahai Assembly of Stuttgart,Germany,
is as follows:~
"0 ye kind friends and the beloved mald servants of Eis
. Holiness the Incomparable Cne! The letter that you have written ou

the anniversary dey of the Declaration of the Firat Point (the Bank)
--mey my life be & ransom to Him!--became. *he cause of great happi-
ness. Praise be to God thet the members of that rsdiant Assembly
have turned their faces towards the Merciful Xingfom, thet on such
a blessed dey you are gathered together with perfect love and were
occupied in"the commemoration of God. With his heart and spirit
Abdnl Bahs was present in that gathering and was associsting with

ou with the utmoat confidence and& intimeey. In that meeting divine

usceptibilities were experienced and the Confirmations of the Xing-
dom witnessed. The mention of that congregation will be handed down
to posterity, and its praise will be on the 1ips of men throughout
the future ages &and cycles. Therefore, be ye engaged in ths glorifi-
cation of the Meroiful Lord, for ye were helped to hold such a meeting,
wherein the ffaces wexe shining, the hearts were attracted with tle
Pregrances of God and the spirits rejoiced with the Infinite Bestowals.
The Candle of thet meeting consisted of the Outpourings of the Xing-
dom of Abhs; the food of thaet 4ssembly was the Heavenly Sustenance;

he beverage of that gatherin g the Wine of the Love of God and

ihe BoYoEe83 e tna cog$an Wl the Song of the glorification and praise
of the Heavenly Father: sm hopeful Irom the Divine Bestowals that
that Memorial Meeting g be held ever% year; that you may commemorate
the dewn of the Morn of Guidance-~-the First Peint--and bring to mind

ation, Baha'o'llsh! - & - - -

the proghecies whick he gave concerming the appearance of the Blessged
Manifes "

Ahmed Sohrsh.




" Bahai Nest, lMount Carmel, Haifa, Syria.
' August 12, 1914
Dear Friends:-~

Because I did not feel quite well, I saw the Master only fo

& few minutes., The rest of the day 1 was lying around, complaining

against fate and wishing to get rid of this sickness as guickly as
possible. Everybody has been kind end thoughtful, and Bahai love has
been showered upon me constantly. As I had not had the pleasure of
listening to him dnrin% the @ay, in order that I might report to you
his conversations and talks, let us go for a few minutes o the ‘oun-
tein-head of his Tdrlets and see whether we can drink a féw d&rops.

To Doctor Susan I. Moody, of Teheran, concerning the current year
exeminaetion of theigirlaf School, he says:-

"The contents of the letter that thou hast written in regard
to the School for Girls imparted jo{ to the hearts. Praise be to God
that pne £inds in Teheran such & well-equipped school for the girls,
in vhich they are expending the utmost effort to acquire the per-
fection of the world. of humenity and are being educated beneath the
Providence of His Highness the One! -If this program is pursued to
the end, within a short spsce of time, in the. field of achievements
end accomplishments, the woman will become the equal of men. Up to
a few years ego, Persie lacked the means: of education for her women,
and they were degrived of every facilitg of progress. But, praise
be to God, from the Day of the Dawn of the Morn of Guidance, day by
dey womankind has beeén progressing. It is hoped that they may pre-
cede all the rest in virtues and e xcellences, in the nearness to the
Court of the Almighty and in Faith and Assurance, and the Wemen of
the Hast may become a2s examples to the Womsn of the West. Praise be
to Cod thet thou art confirmed in service and on this guestion thou
art: yorking and laboring most nobly, likewise the teacher of the
schoohyNiss Lill%an Kepres. Convey to her on my behalf the ultmost
kindness.- - - ~" . :

To Yrs., Stannard, he writes:i

"0 thou herald of the Kingdom! Good news is being received
from India, thaet, praise be to God, the Divine PFragrances are being
diffused and that with the utmost ener%yithaj respected one is en-
geged in service. As thou hast conducted -thy self in accord with
the insfructions of Abdul Baha, art in the utmost attention toward
the Kingdom of Abha and art oosing thy tongue in the delivery
of eloquent speeches in tesching the Cause of God. It is assured
that the Lord of Hoste hag and will confirm thee under sll circum~
stances, Truly I say, India is on the road to progress and an grene
for the spiritual sctivites of the blessed souls whose objeet is
the oneness of the world of bhumanity and the disappearance of re-
ligious, denominational, racial and political prejudices. Fraise
be to God that the'cdun%ry of India is very spacious end the goverxr-
ment of Indis is a Just government. Oppression, cruelty and tyr-
anny are absent. X1l the nations are rocked in the cradle of se-

curit d composure and np one interfers with the versuvnal affaiyrs
ot another. Tﬁere ore, Gog has preordafned hat thgu méyst %ravel

to thet country; summon its inhabitants to the Kingdom of God and
become tire means. of the enlightenment of Indis. - - - -7




Fast 13, 1918 ~8e

Referring to the contents of a small newspeper, c¢lipping
in whioh was mentionsd the name of a once prominent believer in
Chieago, he said:-~ "There are many people who enter into this Cause
with some preconceived ideas snd finding their ideas cannot be en-
grafted on the Bahal Revelation, they leave it, but this door is
elways open before their faces. The quality of memey is not
strained. God 18 ever forgiving end will asccept the sincere re-
pentence of His wayward children. He will never cloze the dooXsg
of His Kingdom. Man must also adorn his heart with this unchange-
eble attribute of Merey. No matter how low & man has descended, how
ginful he has beoome, how perverse has been his character, yet
through the Power of Repentence and the Love of God, he is capable
of complete regeneration. The sea of tha forgiveness of God is
ever in motion; the showers of His Pardon are always pouring down;
the gale of His Generﬁaitg-is incessantly blowing. He does not de-
prive His servants, no matter how disobedient and rebellious., TLet
them in the hour of prayeyr turn their faces to God, and He will
cleanse them from all the impurities; He will meke them as pure
and innocent as the suckling babes. If God turns us away from His
Gate, then whose_garment ghould we hold? If He shuts the Door of
His-ﬁercy to us, then at whose door should we knock? If He is not
kind and benevolent to uns, then to whim should we appeal? If He
is unmerciful and harsh towardg ue as certeain people are, then
where is our hope? No. God's power of forgiveness is not re-
strained, With this Power He performs miracles snd changes the
metels into pure gold. His Love is a8 wide as the universe, nay,
nay, it 1s limitless and boundless, a shoreless, fathomless sea
of Spiritual love. Let the sinners go to the shore of this sea
and they will be washed of all their stsins and blemishes, no
matter how black. The Sun of His Generosity and Compassion is
shining over all the creatures; let those who are chained in the
prison of self and desire, breek thelr fetlers, leave their dark
ocells and come out into God's own Sunshine, and besk under the
soft, warm rays pf His Clemenoy,"

This evening the Beloved spoke on the effect of the blood
of the martyrs. He said in part:- "Bvery one of the bellievers of
God martyred was like unto & pure seed sown: in the ground, which
will yield & thousandfold. Although outwardly the seed sacrifices
itself, yet in reelity 1t is the cause of life.-----Through the
blood of the Martyre the Blessed Tree has always growa and de-
veloped." Then spesking about Ebtehejpl Molk (the Joy of the
Kingdom) s prominent believer in Rasht, he said: "This Ebtehafol
Molk is of a truth Ebtehajol-Ahebba (The joy of the believers). He
is a sincere, firm and steadfest man. He is elweys iy the same
state. He is not subject to any change and is ever serving the
Cause,” He spoke about other sublects; full of wisdom and guidance.
The meeting was brought to & close with the chanting of Tablets by
Badi Bushrui, and when we came out, the waves of a great heppiness
surged in our hearts and we ascended the Holy Mountain, thanking
and preising the Lord for all His good Gifts to us. These days are
go swiftly passing, and we do not half appreciate them. Oh! for
the geepiw peace that passeth understending! Ffor knowledge that
gives us perfect freedom!

Ahmad Sohrabd




Behai Nest, Mount Carmel

Haife, Syris,Aung.l4, 1914
Dear Friends:-

"Be thou ready. This afternoon we will go to Aceca." Thus

commanded me the Lord of my heary this morning. as he was walk-
ing in the besutiful garden. Oy my Lord! I am always ready to go
with thee to the end of the world., I am ready to serve thee,and
if I en fortunate enough to shed these few drops of blood in Thy
path. In this wide world I »nve nothin% else but Thee. For th
sake I heve given up every.other thought and ides. In my hear
Thou art the Peerless Sovereign. Thou art holding the undisputed
authority over all my sffairs. Thy Will be done end not mine. Thy
good~pleasure to me is more va;uable and precious than all the wealth
of the world. Thy love is sll-sufficient. With it I am enabled
to overcome every difficulty; te sing Thy praise, to uplift my ideals
to Thy Starry heaven and admire the wgﬂders of Thy creation. Thou
5,870 HEEE 0T T RORKY oShe: SRERRSERL T BY TALL.EES W SRRRe™®
the end of mg deyse. '

With this thought in my mind, I ascended the Mountain to
pack my small grip and be down at 2 p. me. Bsdi Bushrui helped me
to carry it. But when we were in the house of the Beloved, we heard
the trip is postpoged till tomorrow, hecause he wants to go up and
visit the Holy Tomb of the Bab and also pay & oall upon Mirza Jalsl %
snd his family, living on the top of the Mountsin. In a few minutes ‘
the carriage was made ready, and the Master came out. He ealled
Badi Bushrui, Bouhi Effendi, Ghoday Effendi and Mirzas Mopamed Ali Afnan
end myself, and told us to take our seats in the carriage, which we
3id with great joy. The carriage drove us higher and higher till we 4
reached the Holy Tomb. Here the Beloved alighted and surpriedd the
studenta, for they did not expect him at all; they were thinking
he was airea&y on his wag to Acca. Here he zat s few minutes,asked
Abbes Goli to bring a pitcher of cold water to wash and refresh his
face. Then looking st the sea, he said: "Owing to this great war
in Europe, the schedule of the arrival and departue of the steamers
1s completely upset, and the door of communication is closes. Ve
are awaiting the results of this great struggle.”

Then he called every one to follow him to the other holy
room and while standing up, with the utmost reverance, chented the
Visiting Tablet. Coming out, we rode again in the eserriage and
started on our upward drive to the summit. Since my arrivel in Hajfa,
I have not been to the top, but I have always wished I could go with
the Master, As the carriage ascended slowly one conld feel the
wafting of the fresh breeze and easily realize that tlv weather here
is fresher and purer. The road is wide and fairly smooth. The top
of Mount Carmel is a plateau, the width of which is probsbly more
than & mile and the middle of which is our by & long, straight
gorge running towards the ses. There are many fir and pine forests,
purifying %he air with their sweet fregrance, bringing to mind the
pine forests of New Hampshire and Maine, The air is impregnated
with vitslizing oxygen, energizing the shattered nerves and buila-
ing up the exhausted and tired constitution. We finally reacheé
the house wherein Mirze Jalal lives. It is near the Germen Hotel,

a large, modern building, erected right on the edge of the Mountain.
Here tha Master alighted and entered the house, and we:were then
free to rosm around at our pleasure. IF you sit right in front of
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the Hotel, & most charming panorame is spread bwfore you, The semi-
circular ﬁay of the Mediterranean, calm and plecid, extends as far
as Acca, while the sea, as blue as a faultless turquoise, shines under
the golden rays of the sun. The town of Haifa, like & beautiful
maiden is set demurely in the lap of the Mountain. The Hol$ Tomb,
-the Pilgrims® Home, the Master's House, and &lly the other Bahai
buildings, are seen guite clearly., If you look toward the East, you
will see & charming plain, dotted with green patches, which is ab-
ruptly brought to an end by the rising hills of Pelestine. 4lto-
gether it is & most entrencing scene, very peaceful and lovely. In
the German Hotel }live Miss Sanderson and Dr. Getsinger, apd the
Beloved sent for them. Soon they were out, glad to know that the
Master has come up at last fo pay them s short visit. It was &

few minutes before sunset when he ceme out and we rode away. While
the carrisge was moving slong he looked toward the West and how the
surface of the sea was tinged with the setting sun. "Look at the
glorious sea'How it is illumined with the rsys of the orb of &ay!

It is a besutiful view! During moomlight nights, while the soft
breezes gre being wafted from every direction, right here on the top
of the Mountain there steals over one's soul such spirituality,de-
licious ocglmness and undefined feelings of heppiness? It is a divine
feast and the sommunion of the soul with the angels of the Most High!"
Oh! It was so heavenly to be here in a carrigge with the Lord of man-
kind! Is not this the Blessed Mountain where Elijsh and other ancient
Prophets lived and instrusted their fellow-men in the lessons of holy
living? How is it that I, an unworthy servant, sm here? This wsg
snothar time thet I felt that the oup of my hBppiness is Pilled to
overflowing! I locked at the Master; +the passing zephyr played with
his wonderful looks fellen on his shoulders snd he was watching with
his heavenly eyes all the surrounding scenes, probably reviewing in
his mind the marvellous events of the sacred history! When we reached
near the Pilgrims® Home, we saw the Angel of Mount Carmel standing
on the rosd to salute his Lord. The carriage was stopped and the
Master greeted him warmly., After & few minutes, we found ourselves
%gaigiin the rose-garden, preising the Lord for 8l1l his mercies and

ounties. -

‘Abmsed Sohrsab.




Home of Baha'o‘llgP; Acca, Syrias
August 19, 1914
Dear Frlends:-

Once more the sun of the Covenant is shining with full
spiendor from the horizon of Aces; welking in its narrow streets,
meeting the high and the low, and teaching the inhebitants through
deeds of charity and words of wisdom. No metter where the lMaster
lives, his thought is for Acca. His heart is attached to Acce;
for the holiest and divinist part of his life has been spent in
Acea. For years it has been the beacon light, guiding to the safe
harbor the wandering meriners on the Sea of Truth. For years, man-
kind, urged by the spiritnal hunger, travelled for thoussnds of
miles to sit around the Table of the Lord. For years, people struck
with innate poverty, journeyed to this city to receive a share of
the inexhpustible treasury of the Kingdom. - For years, humanity,
sickened with the evil odor of selfishness and meterialism, left
their homes to reach thig garden-spot of self-sacrifice and idealism,
aend inhale the sweet fragrances of the roses of holiness and lilies
of sanotification. Por years, the birds of Reality, lost in the
darkness of the world, flew on and on unweariedly toward this land
of 1light. And now al%hough the Great Manifestation has departed
to the Supreme Concourse, yet has He left behind ineffaceasble traces
of His Universal Life snd glorious Deeds, It is for this reason
thet whosoever enters the Home of Baha'o'llsh is blessed; for hes
lives, walke and dreams in the same rooms that the Blessed Perfection
spent many years of His Life and diotated meny Tablets, the effects
of which are visible in the world of humenity. ZEvery time I come
to Acca I feel most happy, for everyd ay spent here is a golden
link in the chain of spiritwal 1ife.

Although at this season of the year the weather in Accs
is unbesrably ho 1 Yet one feels very comforted to live near the
Threshold of Baha'o'llsh and accompasny His Divine Son in his daily
winistrations., With the thought of Acce in my mind, I sx»o0se sarly
in the morning and hastened down the Mountain to jodn the Master.

I found him walkin§ in the garden, and elready & number of believers
wore standing by, listening to his words of instruections. After
half an hour he entered the house, while sssuring us he would leave
this afternoon. About 1l o'clogk, Bhoughi ZEffendi snd myself walked
toward the Market, and whom 40 you think we met? It was the laster,
walking slowly toward the seme direction, followed by Sayed Hosseln
Afnen. He was telling about the early history of the Bab, ard a
number of 1ntereatin§ incidents were thms touched upon. He stopped
at the Namsar Drug Store and resti there for a few minutes, re-
turned home about lunch time. About 2 o'clock the carrisge was
ready and Khosro brought out the baggage; then the Beloved came out.
He entered the carriage with 3ho Effendi, and asked us to take
our seats, which we Aid with great jJjoy. Having reached the station,
we entered the train, and sfter an hour we were behind the gate

of Aecca., While the Master was walking toward ther housem he gave
money to poor people who fringed the corner of the streets.

The room thet I ecoupied the first time I came to Acca
wes again assigned to me. The Beloved same himself and asked whether

all the necessary accommodations were duly provided, and whether I
em pleased and happy with my new quarters.
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In the morning all the Acca helievers had & spiritusl
feast looking in the face of their Lord snd listening to his talk.
"I have come sgain to see you. The meeting of the friends imparts
Joy, fragrance and spirituelity.- - - ~Praise be to God that we

are at peace with 8ll the nations of the world. We have %uarrel and
dispute with no one and are praying with heart and soul for the
guidanoe of all, - - - ~-" The believera of God are free from these
contentions and aZismpxdisputes. - -"Those were a few snatches of
his enswers to questions he gave to the friends. For more than an
hour this pleasant communion continued. They gave him several
reports about the internal conditions of Turkey, which I shall em-
vody in s separate letter. Then the officers ot the gerrison ar-
rived and he took them up steirs and had e long conversation with
them. ;
For the first time since our reoturn from Tiberias I agein
Bad the privilege of sitting around the Table of the Lord snd
parteBing of his materiel food. When I sat down at the table and
started to eet I saw him countenmnce wreathed with the smiles of
& coming joke. "Ha! Es!" he ssid, lsughing heartily: "How is thy
present room? Is it 8ll right? 82 course it is not as besubifwl
28 thy pelace on Mount Carmel, perched on 2 rock like & watch-
tower., Perhaps thon art happier there than here.™ Then he turned
to Shougl Effendi and Sayad Hossein Afnen and said: "This is a
very strange world end contains strange people. Some time ago s
person csme to me and said: *Please commend Mirze Ahmsd to leave
his room, so that I may oocupy it. He can go and live in the Pil-
grima’ Home. I want so much to have his room.' I was not & little
amgzed, because I d41d not expeet Bhis thing from him. I told him:
Y cannot really ask Mirza Ahmed to leave his room, He is
reigning in his palace, and how ¢an I propose to him to leave his
Kingdom. Besides, I em sure he will not abandon it.' Now, was
not this a mogt extraordinary request?™ And he looked at me agsin,
hig faece hallowed with the light of tenderness and divine grsace.
A{ter supp T, he said: "I am very tired. I must go to my room and
sleep.’

. In my dreams I saw the Master sitting on the veranda
of a lovely house, in & remote country, dictating Tsblets and
speaking with new people. '

Ahmsd Sohrab.




Home of Bsha'o'llah, Acos,Syria
Avgust 16, 1914

Dear Friends:-

Having arisen and dressed, I left my room and went to
see the Beloved, but I saw him comipg down the stairs. He mc-
knowledged my silent salutation with a sweet "Marhmbe!" and went
out of the house. Later on I heard from Khosro he went t¢ the
bath. About noon he returned and a man whose three sons were
taken into the army came to him with 2 heavy and broken heart. The
Master &isplayed his marvellous power o« gympathy, and compassion,
in congoling the unheppy, and when he left the room hi® load sesmed
hweh lighter z2nd more hesrable. At 2 P.M., Mirzs Tarszollah brought
a donkey end the Mester rode to the Blessed Tomb of Bshe'o'llah.
As this was & very hot day and the ocerriage was in Halfs, he told
us not to go. The Maester hesving left, Shougi Effendl insisted that
we might go on the plain of Acca and wetech the drilling of the scl-
diers, which is carried on with the uvtmost regularity and precision.
Therefore with Mirza Tarazolleh we walked out, but it was too early;
then he took us to his garden, which &8 quite large. He has plantsd
many orange and lemon trees, ﬁut they have not yet reached the stage
of fruition. PFor an hour « two we 8at in the shade, and then lef
for the drilling ground. When we returned home, it was after sun-
set, but the Master had not yet come. After 2 while he arrived, =
litéle tired, and in the meeting he spoke abwout Faith. "Feith,”
he seid, toward the end of his dizcourse, "is the centre of human
virtues. Through the light of Paith Justice is established. TFor
if one has one grain of Feith in his heart, if they oblige him with
thetgoint of .a bayonet to set uhjustlz toward another, he will not
do ¥t." Then he related a number of stories, asked several questions
and the meeting was quietly brought to & c¢lose, becense the ztrsngers
entered the room and the believers wercpermitted to retire. Agsin
I was given the supreme privilege of edting my supper with tlz Be-
loved. He spoke only & few words, but we were perfectly satisfisd
with his silence.

When I entered my room, I read a few Tablets recently
revesaled, if you heve no objection, I shall share with you &
numter of gquotations:- '

To a Persign believer in Teheran, he says: oy

"Thou hast longed for bthe power of teaching the Religion
of GOD. This desire is the ultimate of the sincere ones. Ungues-
tionably g wise men strives to attain to the highest, and greatest
objedt in the world of creation. Today the world-illuminating Sun
is the matter of the promotion of the Cause of God. Whosoever is
assisted in this, he is Pfavored at the Threshold of the Almighty.
Therefore do thou not behold thine own capability and ability; nay
rether during the hour that thou art teaching the Cause of God, turn
thy fgce toward the Kingdom of Abhs, beg for Divine Confirmations
and with the utmost confidensce and power open thy tongue and spesk
out boldly 21l that which thy heart is inspired with., - - - .V
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To another believer in Teheran he saysg:-

"Be thou not grieved and sad because of the ordeals and
tosts heaped or thece. The path of Love has meny ups and downg. The
cup o persecution is the share of the people of faithfulness and
the brothers of purity. This has been one of the unelterable laws
of thy Lord in all the aged and e¢yéles; thus the s everance of these
koly souls and the self-sacrifice of the lovers of the Possessor of
Glory may step forth upon the arens of manifestation and hecome
evident and e¢lear. Qonsider how the Blessed Perfecticn--may my 1ife
be & ransom to his believers! -~ forsbore sufferings snd hardships!
He drank from every overflowing cup of the wine of affliction and
became the terget of the arrows and spears of the people of oppo.
gition. For one single night he did not rest and for a few hours
e could not place his head on the pillow of {rencuility. UINow he
was under thée chain and anon he was fallen into the hands of every
cruel tyrant. Now he was exiled to Irak )Bagded) and again he was
transferred to the city of Adrianople and after all these suffoer-
ings he wds & prisSoner in the pensl town of Accs for 25 years. There-
fore the believers of God must offer the utmost praise at the Court
of the Peerless God, for they sre walking in the footsteps of the
Blesséd FPerfection and heve reéceived a few drops from the cup of
persecutions. Be ye not grieved on account of the behavior of some
. people. The real Assayer is busy. All these things shall pass
5 away and the horizon of Reality will be cleared and purified from
i these black clouds. If & person commit a transgression, he has been

unjust to himself, and soon he will find that he is in manifest
regret and remorse."

To & believer in Cincinnati, he writes:-

"Thank thou God that the Doors of the Xingdom were opsned
and the Beauty of the Psomised One became manifest. Although those
souls who in former religions were like unto the sun and moon bs-
ceme dark and other who weré similer mnto the stars fell down, - -
thet is, the leaders of menkind yet the Lord of Hosts came down
from heaven with the Cohorts of the Angels., In his first coming
HEis Holiness Christ came down from hesven just as He ssid: no one
goes to heaven except the one who has come down from heaven. In
roglity Christ csme down from heaven, for He was the King of heaven,
elthough He was born from the womdb of iiary. By heaven in this
instance,. 18 not meant this illimitable space, nay, rether, heaven

here means the world of Rezlity, which is higher and loftier then
all the other spheres.," - - - :

Ahmad Sohrab.




Home of Baha'o'lleh, tcca, Syris
August 17, 1914

Dear Priends:-~

The foundstion of the life of Abdul Basha is Love; the
structure of his soul is Love; the vitslity of his existence is
Love; the food of his body is Love; the water of his field is
Love; the sun of his being is Love; the fruit of his efforts
is Love; the objeot of his Teachings is Love; the biography
of his works is Love; the memoiy of his deeds is Love; the
principal of his career is Love; the goal of his search is Love;
the heaven of his yearning is Love; the mode of his instruction
is Love; the force of his personelity 1s Love; the magnetism
of his individuality is Love; the beauty of his character is
Love; the inspiration of his presence is Love; the light of
Bis words is Love; the power of his utterancew is Love; the
strength of his knowledge is Love; the simflioity of his wis-
dom is Love; the reason of his atfraction is Love; the rose of
hig Garden is Love, and the nightingsle of his pasradise is Love.
His Love is not confined to any one religion or nation. I%
transcends all lihitations and includes all the tribes and peo-
#les and tonguesxmfxthet inhabit the earth, and extends to
dumb creatures, inanimate and animate beings and forms. For
this reason we observe how 81l things are drawn unto him and
gravitate around him. Hence this principsl is realized in him
gs in no other person; "The lerger, the closer; the farther
ciroumference, the more dynsmic centre; the brosder life; the
more perfect union and more generel welfare.” Gonse%usntly it
is true, when we gtete that Abdul Baha is the Ideal Stature
after which humanity must pattern itself; for Love which is
no other than the crative Energy and Universsl Intelligence
has found its full snd complete expression in him. Therefore
it 418 said by the spirituslity minded men of antiquity; "GOD
is Love." Hence when the Light of the "Love of GOBY 15 reflect-
ed on the pure mirror of the heart of a men, chosen by the Al-
mighty, he will in turn reflect that 1light upon the mirrors of
the hearts of other individusls, and thus he becomes the primel
channel for the transmission of Light, Love and Affection
amongst meakind. - :

Abawl Baha, writing on the "Love of GOD2 to a Persien
Behal, says:- R _

"Thy letter was received. Iis contents were perused
with attention. From it3 woxde I heard a2 sweet melody and that
melody was the Psalm of the 'Love of Ged'. Thisz Although in
the world of existence the Outpourings of the Almighty sre in-
finite, yet the Greatest Divine Outpouring is the "Love of GOD."
This is the dominant, transcendental Powex which rises above all
the natural susceptibilities of the world of humanity. Man like
unto the animal is8 the captive of the world of nature and the
laws of nature exercise full chmntrol over his nature. He cannot
even be compered to the beasts of pray. PFor exsmple one of the
forces of nature is ferocity. A4 ferocious, bHloodthirsty man goes
gzyggd E%e geroo%ona animels., Jf an animal tears snother animel

- only Ior its daily food, but man destroys a hundred thoussnd
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souls in one day. Hence it becomes evident that the power of nature
is the unbridled end ungovernable ruler over men. What 1s written
ooncerning the Tego is alweys inclined to do evil® 18 no other than
the fermentstion of the passionste desires in the breats of mand end
the complete, unchecked sway of the carnal and natural forces over
him. QTherefore, man cannot win victory over these physical emotions
save through the TPower of the Love of God." The RFire of the Bove
of God 48 like unto the lightening which strikes upon the head of
nature, emasculating it of its virility snd leeving it fallen on the
grouhd--a lifeless corpse. Conseqnen$1¥ the greatest Power in the
world of existence is the 'Love of God.' - - - - - ~ "

" This morning the.Beloved received a number.of officers agnd
citizens, and conversed with them on the topics which are most in-
teresting to them. Then with Agae Saysd All Afnan end one or two
other Behais, he welked out of town to visit the Tombs of his mother
and others who are buried in s cemetery close to the wells. He
stood & few minutea before each tomb, reciting a silent prayer;but
the dey was extremely hot, and when he reacheé& home he was soaked
with perspiration. He wout immediately to his room to change his
¢lothes and rest.

. In the afternoon he sent for the friends and talked with
& number of them individuslly. Then I wes celled in, and he diec-
tated & long Cablegrem to London, and & Tsblet for Miss Irene Holmes
end Miss Juliet Thompson, of New York City. “How art thou?' he
asked, when he finished diotating the Teblet, and a8 though I were
& newly arrived gunest. "Dost thou enjoy thy time in this Blessed
home? I8 the food according to thy taste: Doest thou drink thy
morning and afternoon tea? But now I remember thou art hot so ac-
customed to tea-drinking. Por nearly sixty years I was addicted
to the drinking of tea. Last year I suddenly stopped it, and sirnce
that {time I have felt much better. I cannot understand why people
insist on the fsct that one cennot give up & thing once he is ac-
customed to it. One cpn do it very easily if he makes up his mind
fully, resolving to quit 1 ¢t for ever. It is 211 & metier of cher-
acter and determination.” _

There was & good meeting in the evening, and all the

friends were joyfnllg present. Again the subject of the talk was
the disordered conditions and chaos of the Turkish administrstion

during the past months and how the people are thoroughly dissatis-
fied and restless.

Ahnsad Sohrab.
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Home of Baha'o'lleh, Acca, Syria
August 18, 1914
Dear Friends:- _ ‘
Saadi, the philosopher-poet of Persia, whe lived
several hundred years ago, expresses the Unity of manikind in a number
of beautiful verses, the crude translation of which is as follows:-
"Mankind sre the members of one body;
God has created them of the same substance:-
When one member receives an injury,
211 the other members suffer the vsin.
Man! If thou dost not feel the sorrows
and hardships of others,
Thou art not worthy to besr the name of man!”

Setting aside for the moment the question of the Zuropeen war and its
baleful results in all the Eastern countries, let us turn for & few
minutes our attention to Turkey and the c¢ountry in which we live--
Syria. It seems through some uneccountable reason, it has entered
the minds of the authorities at Constantinople tha% they must drill
and muster a large array in order to be prepared for any emergency
which might arise sny hour or any day. I have alluded to this matter
in some of my former letters, that the Ottoman Government is assemb-
ling soldiers with some ulterior motive.: As soon as the news of the
Buropean war was noised abroad, she has added & hundred fold to her
ectivity in thet direction. For example, an imperial Irade is sent
forth to a&ll the Provinces of the Empire that all the men beiween
the eges of 20 and 456 are to be enlisted in the army, and the CGovern-
ment is expending &ll its energy in recruiting, instructing, drilling
and disciplining a colossgal army of between two and three million
men. The chief points where these armies are being gathered with the
greatest speed are Damascus, Yamsn, Hejaz, Bagdad, Arzeroum. etc.

I am informed that Syris alone must contribute the staggering number
of several hundred thousand men. Since the hour thet Enver Bey has
bacome the Minister of War, because he hes been trained and educated
in Germany, German officers for the instruction of the Turkish Army
have become numerous., The press of the country extols the Germsn
sKstem to the skies and educates public opinion in favor of Germany.
The strangest of all these proceedings is the issnance of & secret
order on the part of the administret jwe authorities to all the
Sheikhs and Imams that on every Friday noon in their public praysr-
in the Mosgues of s8l1ll Turkey, they must invoke God to give signel
victory to the arms of Germany, which instruetion is regularly and
serupulously carried out. People are teught that if Germsny is
defeated, Turkey will be placed in the most dangerous situation,that
the 1ife of Turkey depends upon the triumph of Germany. Let Germany

be vancuished and then England, France and Russie will set calmly to

the final partition of Turkey. The »people are so pro-German that it
is risky to speak about the probable victories of other Powers; eu-
pecially at this time that Germany hes sold them two fine battieships,
foben end Breslau. . The other day & delegation of several hundred
women ¢elled et the English Embassy in Constantinople end protested
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most visoxgusly againat the treatment meted out to them by His Brit-
tanic Mejesty's Govermmant in not transferring to them the two battle-
ships I ‘balieve the prige has slready been pald, and at the outbreak
of war England refused o 8ive them up. From the BEnglish BEmbassy they
went to the Germen. Leﬁation ‘and held & warm demonstration in graise

of that Government. Vivi GermanyfBong live Allemand!™ were

shouting hurrehs. I have also heard from an suthoritative source that
g fow days: ago & ‘Germen ship carrying on boayxd much wer meterisls,
riPles, abiount. 200 gunw and" amuunition wag landed at Beirut and the

| " eargo 1mmed1ately transferred by train to Demescus.

The alir 1S:Eu11 of wild conjectures and the poor inhabitents
are distraoted and confused.. Some say that Turkey wents to fight with
England and: take back: Bgypt; others say she is weiting to give & hard
blow to Russis a8 soon as she #£inds the first oppoxtunity and sees
Russis is weekened by internal revolutions end external defeat; still
others say'that she ias’ mustering these huge srmies to go to the help

'of Germeny.in-osse of necessity, and the semi-official version is, the

protection:of .the: nation‘s rights and the country’s frontiers and
shore8. EIn;any ¢a8¢, ‘as the Bahals are commended not to interfers

in politiosg they are. only praying for the establishment of pesce
and good wii -

Earl this morning I was cdnled by the Beloved. When I
presented myse £ in his room, he wanted to have the transletion of

e number of;Tablets he gave me yesterday. :I hurried out and brought
them to himi ., He surprised me by &anouncing that he is going teo Haifs
this morning, and will be back in the evening. Something told ma

that our ate { in Aoce is brought to an end. The Master then went out of
the house. al alone, and in a few minutes Mirze Noureddin sarrived

from Halfa.: The Béloved had sent for him, but he was already on his
way to the’ latter town. We 8ll felt very sorry, but resigned. Monesvar
Khenom axd another ‘Bebei girl had come to join the Mester, but they
found the hpuse' empty.  The rest of the family went to the Holy Tomb

- in Bahajee% ‘but I stayed.at home. In the evening Shah-Ksvouss, the

keeper 0f the house, went: to the: station to weloome back the Master,
tut the trein eyrived and there wes no Master. He reiturned crest-
fellen.  "EHe mey - come .tomorrow morning or evening!"™ they said. 3But
I thought: oth erwise., We shall wait and see, .

Ahmad Sohrsab.




Bahai Nest, Mount Curmel, Haifa Syria
Auvgust 19, 1914
Dear Friends:-

"If the ruler pluck unjustly one anple from the garden of
his subjeot;

"His army will cut down all the trees, root and branch.”

Two hundred thousand soldiers are assembled in Damasocus,
ready to move at the first oommand. They are all well eguipped and
treined. All the hotels and privete houses are ocoupied by the higher
officers, the Mosques, the gardens and the pleins by the soldiers.
Imegine a city teken possession of by 200,000 men! They tell me the
soldiers go into the bazears and help themselves to all the things
they want, and the poor shop-keepers are simple helpless and cannot
utter one word of protest. Bvery town, country and hamlet has given
its share of soldiers. They are belng enlisted with fists and hsels.
Eundreds of young men pour into Haife and Acca every day from the
gurrounding villages, and are immediately forsed to start driiling.
Crowds of these bedrsggled humenity are sesn now gand then in front
cf the Government House, shouting and hurrahing in the name of the
Sultan, but i1t is all feigned and hollow. :There is no enthusiesm
behind their volices. They bring them in like floeks of sheep, who
are, however, apprehensive that they are to he taken to the siaughter
house. Heife snd Acce 8hd many parts of Turkey ere under martisl
law. They are forbidden to congregate in any plece, and s foreigner
must carry his pessport in his pocket; otherwise it will he difficult
for him to trevel around. This is done s0 that no Turkish subject
mey be able to escape out of the country and thus bs released from this
military burden. The towd of Acog alone has given about 2,000 soldiers.
A1l the streets aresmctnally deserted, and one sees only here and there
0ld men, women and children. It is as though they ars in universal
mourning. The Jews and Christiens are exempt from this conseription,
if each person can pay $260. Many of them cannot pay even & guarter
of this sum, end thus they are forced to enter the army. In Aces
there is & large family of ehildren. They had four men who supported
them. Not one of them is left behind. All the banks have stopped
peyment, and money is most scarece. A prominent person had to mortgege
his house costing several thousand pounds, end could only raise two
hundred pounds. Public securlty is slack, and reports are coming
that owing €0 marsuding Bedouin parties it is not safe to travel in
the interior. Acoa bg§ng the drilling %round of the army in these
parts, one sees, without exaggeration, thousands of soldlers all &ey.
Theg have pitched their tents on the parepets, bastions, and other
parts of the fortiflestions, and are being drilled 9 hours every day.
Once they have learned enough of the nilitary tacties, they are trans-
ported on the train to Dasmascus and replaced by other recruits. The
inhabitants are called upon to defray the eéxpenses of the army, if
not willingly by force. BEvery person MUST.give 80 percent of his
property, and if he is poor he must go and bhorrow and mortg%ge his
very sonl.in order to get rid of the pestering officisals, e offi-
cers and s number of scldiers ceall at the homes of affiighted subjects
or oowering shop-keepers. They take sacks of flour, wheat, rice,corn,
barley, sugar, tea, butter, oil, straw and everything else. Other
merchents must give worsted goods, sacks, etc., and if they do not
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have them they must pay their equivalent in money or go and duy
them £ rom snother store. The horses, the mares, the mules, the asses
and the sheep of the people are tsken by hundreds. There is a Com-
mittee for this wholesale plunder, the members of which have their
daily sessions in front of the Government House. They appraise the
animals and give worthless receipts to their distracted owrers. 0f
gourse they undervale sverything. If a horse costs one hundred pounds
they put i¥ at twenty or twenty-five. They say to the inhabitants
that next year these prices will be reduced.from the generasl tsxes,but
no one believes it. The prices of every commodity here have increased
greatly, and the people are in utter confusion. Most of the stores
are closed, becsuse the people have gone to war. ILast night two
Regiments were sent from Acca to Damesscus. If they need ten dollars
reslly, they force the people to give them fifty. The poor inhabitants
gere in a desperate mood. It ig seid the officerg of the army send their
wives to the houses a&s Spies to find out whether the people are talk-
ing against the present so-called Constitutionasl regime, and if so,
they are reported and immedistely thrown into prison. The people are
reglly desperate. They say even during the despoted regime of Abdul
Rehax Hemid there was never such & wholesasle confiscation of the in-
habitants' belongings, and even during the Russian-Turkish war there
was no such commotion and aglitation. Now if before any actual battle
there is so much dis-order, turmoil and disturbance, what will be the
condition of the minds of men if the fire of war is going to be ignited.
I might go on and relate to you the particular stories of many persons
whose properties were plundered in this unholy menner, but I wanted
t0o dwell only on the genersl aspect of the present day conditions that
surround us here, 8o that you may know how things stand in their proper
light. Even several helievers in Acce were taxed in this extraocrdinary
fashion, end -the house of one of them was robbed of all its furniture.
Thus in every way oné may truly say that a resurrection is set up and
important events mey transpire in the next few months.

With the first morning train, Mirze Mohsen arrived from
Haifa, and hrought us the word of the Beloved that we must all return
to Haifa. With the trein at 4:30 P, M. we left Acca, and after an hour
and a half were safel{ gitting in the garden of the King of Kings. To-
night Iwnas not privileged to see the Master, as & Mohammedan Sheikh
celied. on him after sunset and had & long telk with him on the his-
yorival development of early Islam. its traditions and its spirituel
principles., ‘I wished we might have stayed a 1ittle loanger in Acce,
but in the s2bsence of the Master nothing is quite the same. If possible,
ons would not like to be away from ihim even For one hour. .

¥hile we were away, & Pilgrim had arrived from Begded. He
iss s Bahai Jew, & young man who had ‘taken more than & month to resch
Heifs. Owing to the inoreasing disturbances all along the 1line, I
thigk there will not be many pilgrims coming from Persis and other
parts.

Ahmad Sohrab.




