AprilS r14. ) ST '
command . of the- Bblovad wa all hastened to catch the train, ut artér
all our hurryj Mr., amd nra. Hulbadh and. a number of the believers. did

not reach there in time,” so we . cam@ baok hame The Masterx axrived very
late, after sunset. RN, S _ :

While we were in the Bahajee in the' morning, HaJi Ahbas passed
away in Acca, and the Yaster attended his funeral and delivered a -
ghort talk on hid 1ife, Till nooyn he received the people, and then
lunched with and entartained: ‘the few’ Shezkth After a little rest, he
came to the #oly Tomb, While: today vne of our ¢ld veteran Bahais died”
a agn was forn to Mirza Abdorra-ouf, who ig the son of Mirzs Mohammed
Goli, the brother of Baha'otllah. When we all gathered in ‘the roum, the
Mastexr sent fur Mr, and Mrs.,: Holba.ch, Whu are g6 ing to be. his guests
til tomorrow afternoon, He. spgke tu-them on the.many thinga he had ate
tended t« all day long, which fatigued him extremely. Mrs. Holbach
read te him a létter dated Maeah 13, writtén by Mr. William H. Short,
the Bxecutiye Seéoretary of the New Yurk Peace Society. As the said So-
ciety arsanged a reception for the Beluved while in New York, and Mr..
Short met hil several times, I mﬂ# Quote his letter herein, that oury
friends may’ knyw huw the matter-s ands.

- ®T was Very glad 1ndeedgthis rning ta reoeive yuur 1etter of
February 18, and to bs. reminded1bpuit ‘0f the pleasant asquemkntance of
the last year, ‘and’ the: intéresting,” inspiring visit of Abdul Baha Abbas.
We, by the wgm, have nis. phbtograph framed and hanging on the wall

of our vffice.

*His suggestion &f a oungress of all religions in the interest of
internaticnal peace is an . ideaz with. which I am iy full accerd. After
conference with Rabbi Wise .uf. Eew York, I made the formal suggestion at
the International Peace Goug:ea wf 1912: in Geneva. It has rot yet led
to anything. I should like to’'see.. the proposal infllentially advocated
from any scuroce’ and couid pledge a large ampunt of support from.new
York in its favor..

. ®I ghall bevvery glad. to convey o Mr. Garnegie the: exﬁression of
appreciation cdntained in your letter on-account of his gift made re-.
cently to the cliurches in the interest of intermational peace. His dew
sire and expectation are of course; that it shall’ be used direetly in
this interest, but I think it cannot help Yut have a strong, indirect :
influénce toward the cvneness .of Christian fhurches, I am int touch' with

the movement, which hew as its aim'a world oonferenoa on faith and order,
" and nuw: intimately soms .¢f ‘the men whu are leaders 'in the movement.

It is one of thé signs of the. betterdday »but from’ the Jlarger projeot
suggested By Lbdul Baha and" referted 1o’ above, ‘T shvuld expect even :
larger results: %= < w «' I’ am.gla&'that you have found in this muvement
an enthusiasm that has laid £41l Hold on you and which is commanding
yuutr time and services:If I-appreciate rightly the spirit of Abdul Bahag.,
and I think I.do, he will nut value the lees iy work because it is rem- .
dered under a'different glag .and. my friendspip;’ which goes fo him from
a ocamp of another, but not ‘e rival religion. The onenesds of mankind and

the universallty of rellgiun ara the great leseona which our age is .
learninge v olTT L A
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. : ' Home of Baha'o'llah, Acca, Syri’
April &, 1914,
Dear Friends:-

' The Bahai Cauge is triumphant over the hearts, and tie
hearts are set aglow with the Fire of the Love of God. The Heartsg of
the world is beating strongly in the body of mankind, and mankind isre-
ceiving its - epiritusl sustenance from the Heart of the world. Acca
Just at present is the haven of rest and the shor8 of reality. The Home
of Bsha'o'llah is the focal center of the heavenly Graces; and the PFountain
of Everlasting Bounties is at work, watering the arid ground of human cap-
acity., Praige and glorification be unto Him for He hath caused the ap-
rearance of refulgent lights and planted the seeds of wisdom in the soul
¢of the souls. From Acoa § pure, -8tream of Teachings is issuing fram the
golden lips of the Lord of Truth the illuminator of comseience. He iz
Power snd Majesty. Lvery day His celestial potency is shaping the destimy
the Cause,and it becomes more and more manifest. In Aceca he is busy from
early morning till late at night. He doeg not rest for a single moment,
The glorification of the Cause is his highest aim, the progress of the
Movement is his cherished dream, the establighment of the Kingdom is his
noblest aspiration, the onenegs of the world of humanlty is the desired
goal, the spiritualization of the children of men is his ideal hope and
the transformation of earth into the rEradise of God is his daily prayer.
Slowly his inspirationsl thought® are moving the sluggish hearts and the
various strata of national societies are aeeplyvstirred by the successive
waves of the sea of his wisdom., Although Acca is & small town, yet the
eyes of all the Bahai world are turned toward it, because the center of
the spiritual life lives here, walks through its erooked street, as-
sociates with 211 classes of men and sheds the rays of his Love over all
creation, Every day humanity becomes more rich because Abdul Bsha js liv~
ing the life of God on this earth, and wﬁth words and deeds is making
people happier and more cheerful,

I hurried this mornzng to the home of the Beloved, and
gsoon afterward he sumi:oned me into his holy Presence. Mr, and Mrs. "Holw
bach were called from their room, and the Master welcomed them with a
‘genuine smile,: How hanpy they must feel to find themselves with the Xing
of Kirgsiand to live In his own home, andpartakeof his material and spirit-
usl foodi How many thousands of people all over the world long touch the
hem of his garment ‘to look into his godlike sountenance, and yet they are
deprived! Happy are thosé who appreciate the value .of these days., After
talking to them for half an hour their breakfast was served., "As long &8
life ig in my body I nmust work! : was his parting word. Then Mofti the
Motosarraf and other officials were annotmeced, and the Magter came down
to spesk with them for more then an hour." As goon as they left he dice
tated a number of Tablets in Turkish for his friends in Damascus ang
Jaffa, :

_ am

Leaviug,_for & moment, the Master alone in his roonm,

I called on Mr. and Mrs. Holbach; Mrs.. Hoagg joined us &lso and we had a
heart to heart talk on the Cause and ‘kindred subgects.

: In the afteernoon he called- them again and the theme of
ojscussioa wag the importation of khe forty Turkish Suffragettes to Acca,
afd their sepproaching arrnval.' These four hundred women, throwing asside
the veils, had attaoked ang stormed the Mwnistry of War, a number of
policemen trylng to blook thezr entrance 1nto the building received &a

sound __..o-
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thrashing, The ostensible cause wag the summary dismissal of their
hugbandg from their militsry service, These women objected to thig~
procedure, and not only demanded their reinstatement in their former
offices, but they demanded the grenting of a number of privileges

tc their own sex in the Turkish Emp1re.

As soon - es Mr. and Mrs. Holbach left for the station, a young
tourist by the name of My Hill, from Scotland, called on the Master. He
knew Mr. and Mrs. Whyte, of Edinburgh, and especislly their gon,who is &
canGidate for a geat in the House of Commons., He hag been travelling
through the Holy Land, having heard the name of the Beloved he made up
nig mind to c¢all on him. The Master spoke to him sbout general education
and the great work done by the American College in Belrut. Then he ssid:
"T am glad to receive one who is a friend of Ur, and Mrs. Whyte. They
are real Christians, They live in accord with the Commands of His Holimess
Christ. They are free from any prejudice. I love them very much, They
were most kind and hospitable to me when I was in Edinburgh, and arranged
many mestings. When you see them, give them my heart-felt gfeetinv and
affection. I have not forgotten them and I will remember them always.
No sooner had the young tourist left than the Master started for Bahajes,
to pray at the Holy Tomb, As I had many things to attend to, he did not
ask me to follow him, A number-of believers went with him, especially
two newly arrived pilgrims from Neyreex, Hajl erza Ahmad end Sheikh
Mohammed Hossein, They have been two months and & half on their HZY «
Pive years ago, 18 Bahais were martyred in their cityl thelr homes des=~
troyed and their property pillaged. One of the two pilgrius is the son
of a Bahal whoge six brothers were heheaded befors their father. The ex-
2cutioners sent himthe bleeding heads, and he sent them back with the
mesgage:; '"“When I offered the lives of my six soms in the Path of Gog,

I di¢ not expect to receive even their heads!® The other pilgrim still
lives in his desolate and ruined habitation; but both of them have happy,
g¢miling faces, perfectly resigned to the ®ill of God.

In the evening thetMagter called tham into his own Presence,
and 1nqu1rea from them the conditions of the Cause in their Provincs.
He gpoke about the gfficaty of the power of the Word over the hearts of
men, and promised them further corfirmation and reinforcement &f they
continue to teach the Cause and diffuse the Fragrances.

Ahmad Sohrab,
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Bome % ﬂanf‘o’llahb Acca, ﬁ%qua”

. Loril 8, "l014..
Dear Frienders-

Homost busy~day from befoure sunrise to midnight for the Beloveds
He was out ¢f the house long before I appeared on the scene. Often I:
wish I could follow him unnotioced at a distance and watch his divine
deeds of charity and benevelenotl. When he returned it was about noon..
As he entered the house he said:: *I have called on more than a dozen
recple and also on a number of the believers who live at the Inn..In each
case I had to asoend many flights gf steps, and thus I must rest for
awhile and shake off this extreme Ratigue.® Qne of the belisvers,.who.
was fortunate enough to follow him, told me how he dispensed charity and
aided the many needy ones by giving financial assistanpse..Long have
they been lvoking furward to this ococasion, waiting for Sbbas Effendi
tc come, 80 that they would receive from his hands Yelp and aid.. In
,the afternoon a number of prominent citizens called on the Heloved,

‘and the question of the recent elestion of a representative frum ﬂeoa
for the Turkish Parliment was disocussed..There are two candidates in-
the field, and for the last few munths they have been carrying on a
heated campaigr:in outlying districts to catoh the voetes of the people.

When they left the house, the laster also want out again, and
raid calls on two learmed 8heikhs who are here from Constaninople..It’
wds quite late when he returned, and while the believers had gathered
in the room, chanting Thblets, speaking abouut the Progress of the Causse,
he ascended the staits: and offered apologies for not being able to speak
to them tonignt, . "Haxhabal'¥Marhabal® he sddd,.Praise be to Ggf that
you are the ol cumpanions of the Blessed Perfectioni.¥You have wit -
nessed His ory and san’g the anthems of His Truth..You have been
submerged in the Sea of His Compassion and quaffed the Wafer of Immor-
tality from His Hand,? With these words, he disappeared from our sight,,

but his divine picture is engrgqved on the Tablet of ovur heartas..

The aqueduct bringing water into the oity has a most interesting
history, the narration of whichrmay nut be out of place here..Jazzar Pa-
sha, who was the Uilitary Governor of Acca about 120 years ago, and who
defeated Napolson’s forces after a long seige of the town, is the orig-
inal builder of the Agueduct. Abovut ten or twelve miles out of Akca,
right amidst the encircling mountaine, there is a hill called 'Kobryﬂ'
on the side of which there is 2 little village. From the foot of this
hill there issues forth water from three or feur springs.. The fresh,
cold water of the springs bubbles cut of the ground, and flows into a

{ reservoir, the top of which is covered. During the summer months it
is extremely oold, while in the Winter gegson it is hot. The resexrveir
being filled, the water enters the agueduet, now under the ground and
again above ground, through a system of tubes running ovver high arches
buiit of strung masonry..Moss-coverd and ive-grown, these arches are

. seen through the phidim for miles and miles, The surroung orchards and
valleys are irrigated with water from twoe of these springs, and the
ghird was directdd by Jazzar Pasha toward the town of Acca.. Huge oisw
terns were built in Asca, wherein water was atored for the time of o=
mergency, ~ one for apecial use was built under the Mosque. The aguew--
duct supplied water to the oity for some time, and then euddanly Napoleoh
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and his army app¥iedd behind the gate ugfAeca..The first thing that the
investing army dii was to ocut the water supplyvfrom thw town and fill’
the aqueduot with earth in order to force the beseiged to surrender..
Wapoleon did not drezm that the town®s cisterns and storehvuses weren
filled: to overfluwing with water and pruvisions, s¢ that they could
stand the seige for many munths..Jazzar Pehha always forced the farmers
to pay their taxes in wheat and cereals, and these were in turm stored
in the Governsmeunt'!'b.granaries for such rainy days.. After several' des«
verate attacks onrn the towxpy Napoleounhad to ceass his futile attempise
Then Jazzar Pasha died..By this tink, the agueduct was filled as fax
as Bahajes, as well as all aleng the road and the owners received a
share of the water. Thus the dreariness of the desert was relieved by
these lurumiant and green cases in the midst of the Shharas.In this
manner we may assert that a higher power was working toward the fule
fillment of the o0ld prupheoy:: ¥The desert shall rejoice and blusson
a8 the rose i ' =

Mear ®kobry®™ Bahalo'llsh pitched his tents several times, and
lived there peacefully for many days. We may rest assured that the plawve
is impregnated with His all-pervading Spirit..

When Jazzar Pasha died, ancther man, Abdollah Pasha, a near rel-
ative of his, becams the Gowernor of the semi«ihdéppndent prinomlpaln
ity.. Jazzar Pasha althuugh totally 1lliterate, was still & powsrful
mar, and defylnp.the rules of the central guevernmmnt, set up for the
tizma being a government uf his own..Abdollah Pasha, desiring to inmitate
his predioessor, was mure. than anxious to hand down to posterity more
than a mere name, and stove to engrave his name in moerter and olay..
Ounsequently, aside from laying a number of large:orchards and building
a number of @difices, he laid the corner-stunes of two mansiuns..When
they were finished, the larger and moure pretentivus was inhabited by
himself and family, and the smaller one, which is n¢ other than the
present palace uf Bahajee, was given to his mother..In his own mansicn

ke bhuilt a very 1arge:;eservoir uf water, the bottom of which was decur-
ated with wounderfihl mesaica, and all arvund it there were must beautiful
gardena with shady nooks and roemantio aurroundinga. This great tank of
water 13 geen even today, but the mosaios are gone,.

' The ‘aqueduct, fallen into a dilapidatéd condition, Abdullah Pasha
repaired it, dbut only as far as Hahajee and no further. The inhabitants
of Acoca by this time had fourgotten that years ago the agueduct extend-
ed as far as the town. Hence while thia covl fresh water was irrigating
the orchards two miles outside the gate, the peorle of Acoa dranki the
salty sea water, sifted through the sand, or the brackish, tasteless
water drawn from the wells and sold at a high ccst. 4s a result of this
their furms became most grotesque, and their faces were most dreadful
to look at. The streets being Very narrow, the rays &f the sun hardly
reached the grounﬁ. They ‘were nut’ paved with stones are they are now-
a-days, and when it rained they becames so muddy and filled with filth
that, a8 an 0ld believer told me,"I had to take off my shoues and stock-
ings te wade through s stream of mud,,refuse and rubbish, ankle-deep,,
nay deeperl®’ Then as now the streets were infestdd wéth dogs, with no
nne to feed them save the occasional bounes and crumbs of bread thrown
te¢ them by the inhabitants..These doges making their homes in the cramped
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streets, ,added to the gensral fllzhllnaasy~szalonlna£a

oleanilesa..No wonder the Turkish authorities hgh ‘o

fanily and companicus, would surely die after t{uee months atay in thl8~“
rayless, ,melancholy-sharnel~house of death = the 8iberia of Turkey..The
town was 80 renowned for its pestilential weather that it was said a.
bird flying over it, its wings would be scorched and it would drop

down deadl! Such were the doleful and gloomyyconditions when.Baha'o'llah
and His 722followers were imprisoned in the Military Harrack about

47 years agoa.The guards did net permit anyone to go out and bring

~ feesh water, and thus they had nc %ohance or choioe but to drink the
tasteless, bitter water of the wells..lLater on, a grocer in the Bae
-zaar, by the name O8man, became interested imthese exiles, and once in
a long while would very cauticusly send a jar of water from Bahajee

for the Blessed Perfection. Five years afterwardis,,a Motosarraf came

to Acoa, and desiring {6 make himself popular, suggested re_building
the foergotted aqueduct to relieve the ills of the town,. Henoe definite
steps were taken::a large sum of money was subsoribed by all the ine«
habitants, and the cash was made available to starttthe work.of recon-
struotion. A small porticn of this fund was expended on the praparae
tion of the building materials, and the rest pocketed by the greedy offi-
oials, .Thus the plan was abandoned, and nothing was aoccompliahed..After
a year or t¥e another Motosarraf, by the name ¥oyriiPasha, wa*s sent

to Accad.Hs was a man very high in the officiml life of the Ottoman
Empire, and acoredited with executive ability and rare administrative
power. No sooner had he arrived than he started to introduce reforms in
the looal prison, bullt a wharf in Haifa, asother in Acca,,oreated a
municipal commissiun, adding to the efficiency of the teachers in the
Mosque, and inoreased the revenue. He was Motosarraf only for two
months, yet he obliged the townspeople to contribute agaim toward a
public furd for the building of the aqueduct.. The work of the labor-
ers was superintended by himself and pushed forward at a feverish haste..
Thus in an inoreditably short time it was oumpleted.. Three or four pub-
lic fountaines were built in the variovus parts of the town; so that the
people might have water without any cost in their homes..

Then a day was set aside fur the oelebration of the benaficent
underteking, the inhabitants poured cut of the town" in their gala
dress, and the cannons booumed forth the salute..

I have learned that this Motosarraf ocalled un Abdul Baha many
times,; but Bahalotllah did not meet him.. It is however, related- that
He mueh admired his practical reforms and praised his resouxcefulneea
and ability. A fey more words, and I oome to the end of this story..

The Palace of ee, after changing ahands many times, came at last
into the possession of Oudy Ehammar. He introducgd many changes and
practically renmovated the mansion..He and his fally Tived there untili
the time Ahdul Baha rented it from him for five years,.At present two.
shares belong to Abbas A2i,, the guardian of the Tombrof the Hald, and
one share te a stranger..

4hboud.,, the then owner of this Homs, faoing the geay; was the
vice~Golnsal of Rusgsia, and a very prominent merchant. Khamnar,
his paxtner, dbudlt another house next te it, but now the tTwo houses
have become one ~ belonging to the Cause.. Abboudroften:came into the
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Presence of Maha'o'llah , and while gloricus Tdblets were revealed hse
would listen with rapt attention. One day the Blessed Perfection said
t0 himis "Abboudl. Thou art now in the position to rebuild this ague-
duct and bring the water int¢ the town.¥ But he did not deo it, and
nissed this golden opportunity..Hence it came to pass that the publie
contributed toward its reovnstruetion..When the water was brought to
the eity, then Abboud, at the sufgestion of PBahate!llah, laid a line
and brought it .to this house, which line exists up to the present day. .
However, before the water was brought 6o the townuthere was a Parsian:
Bahail by the name of Azeem who went once a day to Bahajese, filled two
big jars and brought them-on the back of a donkey. A few years passed,,
and another Motosarraf came to Accaa. This man, ,seeing the filth and
dirt of the streets, acked the inhabitants to subsoribe toward a fund
for the paving of the streets..An estimate was madse so ‘that eaclhi:per-
aon would contribute according to the space in frount of his house,.Thigs
work' was done quite creditably. Today the narrow streets of Acoa are
comparatively clean, the water is quite pure and sanitary, the weather
is not as bad as in former times, there are men who sweep the streets
daily and are paid ten doilars a month, and here and there oil lamps
dispelithe darkness of the pight. The world is changing, even:.the Accas
of tuday is busier and cleaer than the Apoca.of 40 years a2go ..

Ahmad Sohrab.




Home of Baha'o'llah, Acca, Syria,
' April 6, 1914.
Near Friends: -

Several times furing the morning have i stood in the Presence of
Aocdul Buha, Listened to Lhis words of love and affection and drank from
the Saleabeel of his utterance. Many petitions from America were read
to him, end their glad news Zmparted t42 him rejoicing. Praise be to God
the believers have reached A certain stage in their spiritual development
that they are littlie by littie enabled +o 30lve their own problems and
devise plans for he rrogress of the Cause. Relying on the confirmations
off the Kingdom of Abha, they are teaching new souls and causing new ears
2 listern to the thriliing story of the Banai BRevelation. This is a gocd
sign, and it is hoped, while trusting entirely on the help and aid of the
Beloved, they will go on worklng increasingly for the Cause of Unity.

Vhen uhe Spirit of Unity gains control over the hearts of the members

of a given Assembly, then they will be enabled to spread the Message;
otherwise all their efforts will be entirely fruitless. Before everything
else we must put our own house in ordexr and then invite the people to

come in. If the least tyrace of inharmony exists between the various mem-
bersg.of a meeting, the principle aim of the religion of God is subverxted.
Tirst, Unity, then the promotion of the word of God. Without the perfect
realization of the first condition, the results of the second step - if
there are any results - are tempory and not eternal. As Bahais we must be
teachers in the school of Unity; soldiars ‘n the army of Unity; stars in
the hsaven of Unity; waves of the sea of Unity; roses of the garden of
Unity; fruites of the crchard of Unity; letters of the book of Unity; shin-
ing lights in the assemblage of Unity and sexvants in the service of Unity.
Unity is Power, and Power is the foundation of every movement. The morse
the members of -an Assembly are united, the greater will be their powers

of activity in the promotion of the Cause.

T am afraid- these worde of mine will have no effect on some people,
but I cannot help saying them, because I feel so intensely on the subject.
The Master has already Written and spoken so much on this ubject of im-
portance that it would £ill volumes. Now is the time that we must actual-
ize these lofty ideals and practice them in our daily intercourse with .

the yeople.

The Gz2neral and a number of his staff callsd this morning on the
Beloved. They are charmed with his eloguence and wonderful flow of divine
wigdom. They cannot keep away from him, and are 1mpressed more and more
with bhis spiritual character..

In the afterncon a number of Tablets were revealed from the heart
of the Light of the World. While he was dictating, Aga Hossein Ash-jee
entered tke room and spoke with the Mactor For & few minutss, Lalsr Of 16
told me that the scene reminded him of Baha'o'llah's days, because the
Reloved waa sitting in the exact place of his Father when He revealed
Tabletstfor the guidance of the people of the world. Bringing to a close
the dication of Tablets, he got up from the divan and said: "Nowwwe must
go cut to take a walk."” Ebne Abha, Sayad Ali Afnan and Aga Mehdi, the
gardener of the Tomb of Baha'o'llah, accompanied him. He walked ocutside
of the wall, beside the sea, and while he was slowly walking he spoke in
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feference to an article from his own ren publlshed in the Theosophical
journal "Theosophy in Scetland":- "Although the Western nations have per-
fected the machinery of natural civilization, yet they are left far bve-
hind in Divine Civilization. My object in taking that long journey throu!
the West, was to awaken them out of this sleep; that they might not gro-
vel all the time in the world of matter, and that they might not think
only of eating and drinking. Whenewver I spoke on these toplcs I was my-
self greatly moved. When a person delivers an address, he must first of
all address himself and see whether the recital of these experiences will
stir his heart or not. In this manner one's talk will 1nf1uence the heart
"and the soul."

While the Beloved was walking along the sea, everyone who passed by
sdluted him and meanwhile he pointed out to us the signs of the ancient
civilization, and how a few centuries ago the gate of Acca was near
Rahajee, and the present plain was covered with orchards and houses. Here
and there one could see the foundations of o0ld buildings. A big Turk
stopred on his way, after the customary salutation of the Master to him,
the man invited him to go to his garden a few minutes and rest. He ac-
cepted his invitation, and henceforward he engaged him in conversation
till we reached the door, Here we sat under the shade of a lovely pergola,
and the Beloved continued his talk on the charms of Central Park in New
York and the Golden Gate Park in San Francisco, wherein one sees a very
large lake over the surface of which are hundreds of tame swans and duckse,
Then the customs of the Egyptians and the Lunar Park built in Cairo were
discussed, and many other subjects were talked about. From this garden
the Master called on an old friend of his who has bdlt a house and laid
a garden outside of the gate of Acca. The sccond man was the neighbor of
the first, and thus we did not have far to walk. Here also the Master
stayed for halif an hour, and spoke with the host on local affairs. Coffee
and sherbet were served. Bidding him au revoir, we traced our stéps’ back
to the home. The Beloved entered his room to attend to his correspondence,
and afeer an hour he came out. He was guest in the house of Mohammed
Effendi Saleh, where a large number of people had gathered to hear him
speak, The Koran and authentic traditions were his theme, and for two
hours and a half he spoke with great fervor on the inner synbolism of
those verses, and where they are liable of two interpretations.

Our dear Miss ¢ . .. Sanderson hasg just arrived from America. She
13 now in Haifa, and soon she will receive permission to come to Acca.
Tt will be a great pleasure to meet her in the Holy Land.

Ahmad Sohrab.



. Home of Baha'o'llah, Acca, Syria, April 7,'14.
Dear Friends: - _
Mr. Bhirazi, a young, energatic Bahai of India, who made a tour of

the principle cities of that country in the interest of the Cause, lec-
turing before cultured Hindu societies and attracted many people to the
Principles of this Movement, arrived today, and found.the haven of rest
and peace in the presence of the Prince of Peace. A deep love of the
Cause, a practical bent of mind and above all a deep-set desire to spread
the Cause, are his characteristics, The Beloved was in the ocourse of
dictating Tablets for the Persian believers when Mr, Shirazi and Mr., Va-
kil were announced, and ushered into the room. The former was dressed in
long, flowing Cashmexre shawl coat, and looked very picturesque. The Mas—
ter, looking up from a letter which he held in his hand, beamed at him

a heavenly smile of welcome., "I have heen looking forward to this meeting,"
the Master said., "I longed always foxr thy visit. Praise be to God that
this is realized. Do not think that bvecause I am not writing everyone I

do not know their material and spiritual conditions., I KNOW, Truly I say,
thou art sincere and steadfast in the Cause. The trip that thou didst

make through India was for the sake of the Cause of God. Best thou as-
sured that the reward of that journey will be great to thee by the Blessed
Perfection,

Mr, Shirazi and Mr. Vakil, as well as the contents of a petition, ex-
pressed the hope that the Master might visit India and illumine that land
with the light of his face. "India must become prepared”, he said., "A
center of magnetic power must be created there in oxder to attract me. If
such a center of attraction comes into being, I might come." Then .a
Tablet was revealed regarding thls matter, which will be quoated in a
future lettex.

_ A photograph containing the. picture of the Karachi Congress, with
Mrg, Stannard in the center, was shown to the Master by Mr.’'Shirazi. He
looked through it and seeing the picture of Buddha, he said: “It is really
wvery sad to see how Buddha and Christ are fallen into the hands of the
vead peaple of theig respective followsyrs. Without the exect knowledge of
their physiognomies, every day they represent them under different forms;
now suffering Buddha to sit under the Lotus tree and another day placing
Jesus Christ on the €rossl! At the very utmost the photographs are for re-
membrance, and not for worship. If we keep a photograph just for remory's
sake, no harm is dore, but if we offer to it extracrdinary homage, it is
pure idolatry. It was for this very reason that I always refused to be
rhotograrhed. When I went to Egypt, Ahmad Zakki Pasha requested me to
take my photograph, but I did not accept. But when I went to London, I
realized how impossible it was to ward off the professional photographers.
For the first few days I succeeded in eluding them, and hardly went out

of the house. But one day there was a meeting in the house of Mrs, Crop-
per, and I was invited to attend., In order to escape their cameras, I drew
my Aba over my head and hastened to the automobile. They had however, tak-
en a snap-shot,. and the next day I was surprised to see it in many newspa;
rers. Realizing at last how impossible it was. to prevent them, I asked
them to come and take at least a good rhotograph.
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Then facing Mr. ¥. F% Valkil, he sald' “In the future the members
of your family will honor thy faith and glorify thy name. During his
dyas Peter was caluminated, scorned, scoffed at and humiliated, but after
his death many great personages glorified in his name." Then he related °
two stories to illustrate this roint. '

After lunch they left for the Holy Tomb, to visit that blessed spot,
and on their return the Magter called them ag?n and spoke to them as
follows: "May Cod ever assist and confirm you. Whenever you go.to visit
the Holy Tomb you must impdore and supplicate that God may surround you
with his invisible Confirmations. Nothing in this world is accomplished
without Divine Confirmation. Even the despatch of small, unimportant
matters deprends upon spiritual assistance. - - - ~0ften a very weak man
is confirmed with divine assistance and he becomes the first man in the
world of humanity. I hope that you may always be confirmed and the pro- .
tective powers of God may encircle you from all sides; perchance, God
willing, you may become the means of the illumination of your people and i
suffer them to partake of this heavenly _ food. 0 ye not look upon your
capability and merit. The Divine Power transforms a mosquito into an
eagle, the drop into the sea and the ... .., ~.. ray into the sun. Rely
all of your hope on the Blessed Perfection. Consider how this black scil
is decorated with multi-colored flowers through the bvestowals of the
sun, the downgour of the rain and the blowing of the winds!.Although the
earth was dark, yet through the benedictions of the fo elements it was
begemmed with such fragrant roses, and prodi@ticed such lucious fruits!

Therefore in this gloriocus Cause we must not consider our own capabili-
ties but rather expect the Graces of God. This is the foundation! - -¢

He gave rermission for half of the pilgrims t¢ come tomorrow and spend the
day in Bahajee. The rest of the time the Master was very busy receiving
the strangers of many classds.

In the evening one of the believers told me that today the President
of the Charitable Society of the Catholics told him that Abbas Effendi
came to him and donated 2&5.0ttoman pounds toward the maintenance of thelir
poor. Thus we see with our own eyes he is.dispensing charity to all the
nations and religions of the world, irresyective of their creeds and
dogmas. In the evening, he was a guest in the houge of the newly-elected
member of Parliament from Acca, by the name of Adbul Fattah Sadi.

Ahmad Sohrab,
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Home of Baha’o‘llah, Accd, Syria,
’ ' April 8 1914.
Dear Friends: -

"China, China, Chlna ~ Chinaward the Cause. of Baha'o'llah must
march! Where is that holy, sanctified Bahal t0o become the teacher of
China? China has most great capability. The Chinese people are most
simple~hearted and truth-seeking. The Bahai teacher of the Chinese peo-
ple must be first imbued with their spirit; know their sacred literature,
study their national customs and speak to them from their own standpoint,
and their own terminologies, He must entertain no thought of his own, but
ever think of their spiritual welfare. In China one can teach many souls
and train and educate such divine personages, each one of whom may become
the bright candle of the world of humanity. Truly I say they are free
from any deceit and hypocricies, and are prompted with ideal motives.

"Had I been feeling well, I would have taken a journey to China
nmyself! China is the country of the future. I hope the right kind of teach
er will be inspired to go to that vast empire to lay the foundation of the
Kingdom of God, to promote the principles of Divine Civilization, to un-
furl the banner of the Cause of Baha'o,llah and to invite the people to
the banquet of the Lord!™

Thus spoke the Beloved this evening to the assembled friends, and
I have recorded his words here, feeling sure that they will create the
rroper atmosprhere and inspire the right kind of heart to ariss and ac~
complish the great service. Then he continued: "For the last twenty years
I have repeatedly emphasized the matter of spreading the Cause of God.

In every city there must be organized assemblies of teaching classes .
to teach the young how to teach the Cause and prepare them for this most
important service. Every PBahai must acqQuire the lessons of teaching,.
This will yield results. No othexr cause is as important as this. The
Cause of the promotion of the Cause of Baha'o'llah is the most confirmed
Cause. Bvery time one Causse holds the most supreme importance, There

is one season to harrow the ground, another season to scatter the seeds,
still another season to irrigate the fields and still another to har-
vest the crop. We must attend to these various kinds of activities in
their proper seasons in order to become successful. Wow is the time of
seed-sowing, but it seems to me some of the believers are thinking about
cPppgetting. This will give them no results. Whosoever is thinking of
any other thing, he is wasting his time. The promotion of the principles
of Baha'orllan is the most dominant issue bef@re the believers of God,"

In the morning, Mirza Jalal came down and expressed the wish of going,
of going to the station to welcome the. pilgrims. I also followed him., When
the train entered the station, we could see the heads of the believers out
of the windows. There were many new faces, eight students from Beirut
College, four newl arrived pilgrims and many of the 0ld ones. The Master
had told us to tell them to go directly to Bahajee. Except Shoughe Effen-
di and Rouhi Rffendi, the rest started on their walk to the Blessed
Tomb of Baha'o:llah? Having entered the house, we foamwd ~ the Beloved
engaged in conversation with”the believers. immediately afterwards, Doc-
tor Zaki Bey, of the Turkish Garrison, an old friend of the Bahai Cause,
called on the Beloved, and the talk was mostly on the efficiency of the
administrative officeﬁs, that they must be public spirited and have a
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passionate desire for the progress of the nation. "In the world of hu-
manity 'good intentions' is the greatest means of personal development.
If a person has 'good intention' he will succeed in all his undertakings®,
he said at last. :

Syreaking about the arrival of the Turkish Military officers, he said:
"So many important officers have come to Acca. Last night I was invited
to the house of Abdol-Fattah Effendi, the newly-elected member of Parli-
ament, Two large rooms were filled with these officers with their chief
commandment. Many subjects were discussed and I stayed with them till
late at night"s Then he diciated a Tablet for Mrs. Holbach, inviting hex
and her hushand to come to Acca and stay a day or two.

In the afternoon the Master rode on his donkey, Khosro holding the
reins. I alse hired a donkey - round trip for ten cents. When the Beloved
reached the rest-house he alighted from the little donkey and when the
believers saw him, they rushed out and met him half way. He ascended the
stairs and entered the small room built over the rest-house. From the
roof, one has a wonderful view of all the surrounding country. Then he
sent for the new pilgrims, and the Beirut students. . He said to them:
"You must be véry th-ful to God that He has brought about for you such
casy means. The President of the College is most pleased with you, and
expresses satisfaction with your behaviouss. For the present you are
studying well and I .am very pleaged with you.

Then we followed him to the Holy Tomb. He chanted in a deep, splrztual
voice the Visiting Tablet, and gave rose-water to each one of the worschip-
rers. Coming cut of the Tomb, the Beloved stood on the stairs and asked
Badi Boshroyeh: YDost thou not know ell the English language? Ve need
at least one hundred young Persian Bahais who have mastered this language
mast thoroughly, so that they @&y travel thrcughout A merica and Europe
and proclaim the Cause of Baha'o¥dlah. Their weapons must be divine vir-

tue and spiritual sincerity of purpose. I hope that such pure instruments
may be created by God. I hope also that each one of you-may become a
heavenly teacher." Then giving themhis permission to return to Haifa, he
retired to the house of Aga Sayad Alj.

Je

Altogetrer it was a lovely day, the Master shedding the rays of his
love and affection all around and the pilgrims feeling pexfectly happy.

"Ahmad Sohrab.




Home of Baha'!o'llah, Acca, Syria,
d April 9, 1914.

" Pear Friends: - .

"1 am the servant of the believers of God. I must demonstrate my
claim to service with deeds. Words are not sufficient., Were it possible
for me, I would have served the believers in the Pilgrims! Home, in the
place of Aga Mohammed Hassan. Today I will prepare the dinner for the
believers who are coming tomorrow from Haifa to visit the Holy Tomb of
the Blessed Perfection." Thus spoke the Beloved, while he was preparing
a big sheep to be cooked whole in the oven. With Khosro on his right hand,
he worked over.the sheep for more than two hours, stuffing it with rice,
pine-nuts, saffrdén, nuts and other spices. It will be browned little by
little in several pounds of butter with not one drop of water. The lid is
tightened with- dough. leaving no apertpre anywhere. It will be sent to
the over tonight ~ in order that it may be ready for tomorrow noon to be
carried to Bahajee on the back of a' donkey.

In the morning a number of the pilgrims arrived from .. « Haifa..

The Master sent for them one by one and held with each a 'long conversa-
tion. The Pilgrims?' Home boasts of nearly forty pilgrims from the various
parts of Persia, Yurkey, India and Russia, all consorting together, also
from Arabia, with pexrfect joy and unity. A large contingent of them will
leave for their respective countries in a few days, Another portion of
his morning hours was spent withtthe strangers who came and went and
heard him speak on the various toprics of the day. To one of them he
said:~ "The world and its objects are transitory. Phenomena undergoes ,

~change and transformation, but God and his servants remain unalterable
and not subject to transmutatlon. We must attaoh our hearts to Him if
we desire to be éternally happy."

That the English nation has not forgotten the part her gallant :
soldiers played during the Napoleonic siege of Acca may be well understood,
by the contents of a marble Tablet built in the wall of a narrow street, =
The contents is in English and Arabic. I had not seen it before, and I i
was rather surprised as I looked at it today. The seige of Acca, accord-
1ng to the date contained therein, is peculiarly 1nterest1ng, for it was
in the month of April, %.a: 1799, and now again we are in the month of .
April, 1914, just 115 years. Who would have thought that in the same month,
probably during the same days, the Lord of Peace would live in Accal What
a contrast between the two periods]! Then the gate was closed, the people
were distressed., The noise of drum and warring soldiers was in their
ears. But now the gate is open by day and by night; in three places the
wall is broken, the cannons are thrown hither and thither, rusty; the
inhabitants are peacefully following their trades and professions, and
the Teacher of good-will and fellowship is living the Life of Christ.

I may quote hérein the contents of the Tablet, as a memorial of these
heavenly days:t- THIS TABLET
. Was erecte% in the year 1907
His Brittanic Majesty's Government
In Memory of _
MaJor 0ldfield, of the British Marines, aged Forty-three.

~ who fell in leading a sortie from the garrison, when beseiged by Napoleon

Buonaparte and the French Army, in the month of April, 1799, He was
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buried by the French with Military Honours. A soldier "sans peur et sans
reproche!", he carried with him to his grawe the esteem of friends and foes.

And of Colonel Walker of the koyal Marines, who died 1840, aged 68,
during the operations which forced Ibrahim Pasha to evacuate Syria."

The Orientals have many stories to illustrate the wiles and seductions
of womankind. The following is an exampley-.-

One day the lion of the jungle came across the domestic cat. "Thou
art my dbrother. In every detail thou dest bear a likeness to me. How is it
thou hast bedome so small?" the lion roared out, "Oh!" the cat complained:
"L have falled into the shrewd hands of woman," "Woman! Womanl" he said,
“What kind of oreature is she? It seems to me that I have never seen her.
Walt thou show her to me, and I will heap Bpon her head most direful pun~
ishment., My poor, weak, oppressed brother! What cruelty she hath done to
thee!" “Cone alongl" the cat answered., "I Wwill show her to thee." Having
emerged out of the jungle, they saw a plain peasant woman working in the
field. The cat pointed her out to his strange brother. "What hast thou done
to my brother? Why dost thou persecute him so much? Why is he so lean? O
thou heartless, cruel woman! With what power hast thou imprisoned and do-
mesticated him? I would like to see the instrument with which thou hast
captivated nmy brother!"VOh, how kind of you, Mr. Lion!" The woman was all
smiles and gentleness. “Really you are doing me a great honor. I would love
to show you my instrument, but I am awfully sorry it is not with me this
morning, but I forgot all about it." "Well done! Go and bring itI" the
lion commanded, "I am very much afraid you will run away . .~ before 1
return, in fact, I am sure you willl"™ The woman courtesied, all suavity.

"I run awayl Impossible!! There is no one here that I should be afraid

of, Do you not know that I am a lion, and the lion is alwmays fearless?"
"0f course, of course, I know! Cracious mel You are indeed very valorous,
very dauntless; but I am sorry to say that I have my own misgivings. I
would rather not go, for surely it would be a waste of energy, because-

I beg your pardon if I am too emphatic - when I return I will not see even
yvour shadow,? "Ohl!¥du impertinent womanl! Are y9u not ashamed to attribute
cowardice to me? In order t¢ prove to "you that I am not a coward, I will
submit to any condition you may suggest.® "Nowl! That's much bvetter., I am
sure you are not afraid. Who dares Lo say such a thing about youl! But in
oxrder to test your ratience I will bind you with this rope to the tree, and
return 10 you in half an hour." “Very well! Come and do your worsti™ With-
out much ado, she "binds -the lion to the tree and starts to beat him with
lashes, He cries out: "What art thou doing?" "Oh! I have already brought
my power from home. Dost thou not see it?" The lion realizing his plight
writhed in agony, but the woman did not show him any mercy. Finally he
looked toward the cat and said, pitifully:¢ "Once she reduces me to thy

size, will she not release me?" "I am afraid not!" the cat answered, and
took its way homeward.® ‘

Ahmad Sohrab. -
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1 Home of Baha'o'l:lah Agca, § yria,,
’ ! Ayril.lo,,1914..
Dear Firiends: s )
The party of Persian students .and .about 20. other piigrims,. inolud-
ing Mr..and Mrs..Holbach, arrived this moxming on the train.. The .
grims started immediately for Bahajee, while the rest of them wAlked +ow
ward-the Home of Baha'o'llah, where H;s Freat Son is living and spimading

the Gospel of Peace..While we were waiting for the arrivallof the train,;'f

a regiment of scldiers, headed by a band playing martial musio, ,marched.
out of the gate of Asca toward its vast plain, there 1o manosure..

From early morning the Basloved hag been r§ceiving people anf giving in-

terviews, because he will leave tomorrow afternoon for Haifa,.Thus when.
the stueents arrived he had already seen many people.. He met them only

for a minuts, and tolg them to join their friends in Bahajee..Hé excused
himself for not being able $0 go, because he had so many other things to
attend to..The dinner whioh he had prepared for them was sent without let-
ting anyone.else touch it. The sheep was taken.to them that thus they might
serve 1t themselves. He t0ld them to ret ten at 2P.M.. 80 that there would
.be time for a mesetings especially for the students:who were going to leave
tonight for Beirut ; to give a chance to the'thres other partiea that are
walting to come, one aft er the other..The Persian girl students,, nearly
ten of them, have alse come, and thus there is the spirit of a general’
noliday in the air, stirring the heart with joy and contentmenta. ,

Ih a personal talk with Mz..omd ¥rs.. Holbach, the Beloved saids: My
bappiness comes from the Kingdom of Abhal'lly Jjoy is from the Ielectable
Paradisel.lly health is gatned through the rays of the sunrof Heality.. My
gpirituality descends from ths worid of lights..My attraction is vouchsafed
from the mainspring of all .truths<.My life is maintained through the fra-
ternizationnof all mankind,,the progress of the Gause of God and the unity
of the friends..- - ~ Tihave nothing to do with other peogle's thoughts
and activities..l am the ThE vine Gardener;:Il:am the hegvenly farmer.. God
commands me to plant trees in the girden of humanity,to sow the seeds.of
knowledge and wisdom inntihe field of the hearts..Hé& tells me::'Do not be
worried about their growih and development.. Tl will pour over themnthe
rain of ¥y Mercy, will make to shine upon them the Shn of My Wisdom; and
will waft over them the Breeze of My Frovidencel! You are two trees which
I have planted with my own hands in the garden of Abha.. Il hope that your

» 2rowth and fryuctification will be extraordinary, and your servicea in the

Cause manifold,M™
Just about three o'clock P.M.. the students and the pilgrims having

arrived from Pahajee, the Master seni down word that he would receive them:

but as the reoeption room is not large, they might be divided into three

varté. I went in with the first party and stayed through to the end..The
Master received us in one of the rooms of the first home, facing tke sea
which is calm and lovely..He was sitting at the end of the divan, and now

and then looking out of the window towdrd the oceansi.The reflieection of the .
rays of the sun on the surface of the seas made a most illusive picture?? 3

The Master was dressed’ in his soft brownnPersian coat, his silky, white
locks falling behind his shoulders, his desp seaching eyes illumined
with the light of tender benevelence.. His smiles and inlmltable gestures
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of the nands were most attractive, .Altogether he looked. more like a novle,
divine Patriarch of old than any other person. Ke was feeling well- and
4 the effect o his well-being worked like magic over our mental and epirite
i vel sonditicn. How truly wonderful it was to be in his presence on this
tvdd Friday, held so dear and sacred by the Christians. It was doubly
signifiecant to be in Acca, in the Foly Land, enjoying the Bestowals of
the Father, and belng enclrcled with the Breathy cf the Holy Spirit.

Vur faithful Khosro behind the Samovatr dispensed the tea andsserved
the believers with such jo} as is seldom secn in any other soul,

To Mr. FN.R.Vekil the Master said::"Thou art a tree which is planted
with the Hand of Crace in the ground of Love. Thou art now watered with
the showers of the Ciouds of Divine Bounty, I hope thou mayest be ever
protected ard guarded from the contrary winds and become a mighty, fruit-
ful tree. I shall pray in thy behalf that thou mayest live in accord with
the good-pleasure of the Lord.®

The third party consisteéed of the students. lin the morning he had given
permission to each of them to translate one of the petitions just re~
ceived from America, in order that he might find out which ohe had made
the most progress in the art of translation. Having finished the transla«~
tion, Shougi Effendi proffered them to the Master. He read one or two, and
then said each translator must write his own name at the bottom of the
page. Then he gdge them a short, powerful, stimulating talk which will
appear in full elsewhere,

In the morning I was t0ld by the Mastexr t¢ accompany Mre.and Mrs.
Holwach to the Garden of Rizwan; s0 we started immediately after the
meeting. The Rizwan was in the height of its glory, all manner of flow-
ers growing therein. Abul Gasem was the embodiment of hospitality and
prepared tea for us, Ve made a round of the garden and the gardensr of-
fered us little lovely bouquets of violets roses and carnatione, During
the spring months the Rizwan is frequented by the inhabitants of Acca and
its door is opened t0 all. Hence we found a large numbed of Effendis loi-
tering un der the shade of the mulbverry trees, beside the cool' stream of
water; while we were drinking our tea, the Motosarraf came in and Abul
Gasent was all attention toward him, The gardener was sorely distressed
because the Master had not been in the garden during all this time, *A1l
the flowers and tress are weeping because they have been deprrived of the
Face of the neloved! They are disconsolate and will not be calmed till
they look on the countenance of their Ideal Rosel What can I do to bring
him hers for a few minutes?™ He begged Mr. and Mrs. Holbach t0 intercede
in his behalf before the Master, and beg him to visit the Rizwan at this
time of the year. It was just a few minutes before sunset when e came
out of the garder and walked toward Napoleon!s Eill., lts surface is level
and very large. Everywhere corn is planted, and thousands of pretty red
poppies add to the charm of the rye fields, White and yellow daisies, as-
rodels, mignonettes and othexr wild flowers abound., When we reached the top
of the hidl, the surrounding valley, the distant chain of mountains, Acca
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with its single Minaret, the calm bay between this historic town and

Haifa, and the glorious sun getting in the West, added to the indefinable
beauty of the scene. We sat down for a few minutes, hrolding silent com-
monion. Here the Crusaders fought with the Sarucens. Here Christion Em-
perors and Mohammedan Kings entered into. the longest religious war for

the rossesgsion of the Holy Landl Here Richard Coeur de Lion, Napoleon
Bounaparte and their hosts pitched theif tents in the different periods

of the world's historyl! Here Eaha'o'llah upraised the flag of Interna-
tional Peacel! Methought I heard the voice of the muffled drums of the
eweary soldiers bivouacking all night before their log fires and then

the olarion voice of Baha'o'llah, the Price of Peace, rung through my ears,
clear and strong, calling to all naticns to lay down their arms, arbitrate
all their disputes and wage war no more., These and other kindred thoughts
rassed through my mind and when 1 opened my eyes I saw Mrs. Holbaoch writing
a short note of the description of the place in the dim light of the after
glow of the sunset. I will quote herein what she wrote:

"Acca from the Turonm of the Crusaders. A vast, green plain atretches
like a sea all around the Mount. The wind sweeping through the field of
waving rye makes a soft rustling in my ears. The whoéh sweep of the Bay
of Halfa, its nearxest shore girt by palm groves is before me, with Mount
Carmel bounding the further shore, a long ridge of mountain half veiled
in mist.. The sun is setting over Adca, and the 61d, fortified town with
its slender Ninaret proclaiming the Faith of Islam, is silhouetted against
the light. Acca is built on & promontory running out into the sea, the
Mediterranean stretches on both sides of i%, the dwindling coast line
on the right “ leads to Tyre and S8idon, the historic towns of old
Phb.sneois,. Around me is a carpet of wild flowers and the magic beauty
of thd sunset hour illumines all the scene," :

On our way back home, we passed by the moat and the fortifications,
and as we looked: behind, the full moon was slowly ascending, flooding
this magic scene with its silvery lights.

In the evening the Master gave a most interesting talk about his
childhood days in Teheran after the imprisonment of Baha'o!'llah in the

Government prisof.. B _
Anmad Sohrab.
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Bahai Nest, Mount Caxrmel,
’ Haifa Syria, April 11, 1914.
Dear Friends:ie
Jt is past midnight, and I .am waiting this letter to you from ny
Yest. The room was locked, and when I entered therein I saw all my flow-
ers - roses - have wbthered. I emptied the vases, filled them with fresh
water, and Aga Ramhatullah brought to me two large bouqueta of roses and
carnations from the garden of the Tomb of the Bab, Again they have filled
my room with f¥sh fragrance and I am happy. Ohl.How I love the flowers]'
Wherever I go I like to surround myself withitthems They convey to me the
gentle aspirations of the friends and their perfume is a symbol of the
spiritual lives of the believers. Of course you too love flowers. I do
not claim this as a privilege, for each one of us shares in it equally
and enjoys their association with the same enthusiasm and fervor..Flowers
more than anything else speak t0 us of subtle. lofty emotions of the
heart and convey to us the charm and beauty of friendship..4Again 1 waa
glad to walk on Mount Carmel while bathed in the moonlighte..

For the last few days the believers in Haifa were not quite happy,
because the Beloved of their hearts was for a time away; but having heard
Jast night that he would come today, their faded hopes revived. This morn-
ing we got up early, and Aga Hossein Ash~jee had already prepared tea.,.

Mr. Shirazi was also his guest, 80 together we walked to the Home of the
Master..The Acting Governor was in his Presence, holding & long inter-
view,. When he left the house, the Master came down and asked the believers
into his Presence..lIn answer to the nleading of Mr..Shirazi about his
journey to India, he said::®India must become a magnetic oenter of apir-
ituality, s¢ that I mzay be drawn to its shore, If the fragrances of Godi
waft incessantly over the people of India, it will attraot me.™ Then hé
left the house and was not in till noon..Mr. and Mrs, }Holbach left for
Haifs this morning, knowing the Master would take the afternoon traim.

About "2 PeMs.the Beloved left the house to call du the Commander
of the Garrison, a few other officials and visit the Rizwan in order to
fulfill his promise to Mrs. Holbach. He told us to join him at the station.
While we were walking toward the station, just outside the gate, we saw
e large nupber of black shrouded women weeping very loudly..Not knowing
the cavse of it, and thinking that propbably one pf their nearest relatives
was dead, I inguired into the nature of their lamentation..l.was informed
that these are the mothers of the sons who are being forced against their
will into militaxry service by the Turkieh recruiting officers..They have
gathered here ito have the last view of their sons and bid them farewell..
It was really one of the most heari-hreaking sights that could be witnessed
anywhere on the face of the earth. How much ¢ruelty is committed in the
namz of the country to satisfy the insatiable desire of the god of warl'

&fter awhile the Greatest Holy Leaf, Monavar Xhanom, Shougl and Rou-
hi Effendi arxzived and took their seats in the train..After a few minutes,
the Master appeared from the direction of the Garden of Rizwan,, riding on
his donkey, with Khosro walking behind him..He entered the waiting room
and immediately a number of Sheikhs and officers surrounded him and saluted
him. Many Acca believers were also in the station to receive the Mas-
ter's last words of blessing. The Commander was also going to Haifaj: _
-therefore the Master invited him most graciously to share his compartment.
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A1l along the road they were talking Logether, The three aons-in-law of
the peloved and a few other believers arnd pilgrims were in the station at
haito and Isfandeyar had brought the landeau. Bidding farewell to the
Commander, £bdul Bana walked towzamd the landean, entered and rode away to
the house. We had walked just half way when we saw Isfandwyar coming back
with the landeau. The Master had sent him 2o pick us up. How thoughtful

cf niml!A large number of the pilgrims had gathered in the ross garden to
welcome the Beloved back, It seemsd to me the garden never looked so beau-
tifull There is a big, wide bed of gentle pink flowers, very similat to
daisies, but they open with the dawn of the sun and oclose with the setting..
This flower is called in Persian ¥Naz™ - coquettish or caprisious..

In the evening, most naturally all the pilgrims and resident friends
filled the large reception room and eagerly watched the coming of the
Master. As soon as they heaxd the sound of his footstepa, they were on
their feet, He welcomed them as He entered the room.."How are you? I Hope
everyone is Teeling well. I havd ret urned from Acca to meet you..Praise
be to God that you are under the Shade of the Blessed Perfection. His
Eounties and Favors+ are perfected for you, You must appreciate the value
of these Bestowals.- ~ - % Then, because while he was in Asca he had
ordered tombstones to be put on the graves of two of the oldest Bahais,
Sga Mirza Mahmiud and Aga Rezga, he spoke a great deal about their ser-
vices to the Cause during the life-time of the Blessed Perfection..

As our dear brother, Ebne Abhar, his two sons and family will leave
on Monday, I may translate herein cne of his many interesting conversations.
He said this morning::

¥In every person & power is hidden that once it is revealed, the

teacher of the Cause through this power will te enabled to speak with
the seekers in accord with real wisdom and attrget him to the spirit of
the Movement..This power is develored in man through the inculeation of
the qualities which are like unto two wings-or two feet.. The one is sin-
cerity in the Religion e¢f God, and the other, w¥irtwe in deeds which proceed-
eth from him. When a teacher of ¥oly fhings is unselfish in his motives and
virtu ous in his actions, with the assistance of these two Qqualities he
will wing his way to the highest apogee of perfectionnor walk till he
reaohes the goal of his deshare., Whensver an inferested personncomes in
touoh with sush a teacher, no sooner does he look at him than the right
kind of talk will flow from the zore of his heart. The hungry will be fed
and the thirsty one will quaff the water of life. Liltle by little, &
teacher of the Cause will become like a skilled physician, who by a simple
look at the patient, or merely holding his pulse, will diagnose his mal-
acy and then prescribe medicine accordingly..The teacher is always support-
ed by Baha'o'llah, We must turn our faces toward Him and beg the Confirm-
ation of His Kingdoms, Then and not until then wzll we be accounted as His
real servants,®

In these days the good news of the progress of the Cause in all parts

of the world is the means of the happiness of thas heart of Abdul Baha..
Praise be to God that the teachers are leaving n¢ stones unturned to pro-
claim the Message of “4Abha, Continuity of service is essential to the
advancement of the Cause. The stream of happy reports from America, Eng-
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lagd and Germany, confers upon him rezl rejoicing. Let them not be dise
ccuraged becavse they receive no gnawer, Their reward is with the Bleased
retfaction. Let the news be forwarded most regularly, 8¢ that there may be
o wreak in the wonderful eystem of epiritual cdrrespondence established
between the Bast and the West, Bach letter bPings with itself the fragrance
of Love and Unity..Like a lamp, 1t shede the rays of joy and spirituwal
intexization, Wew that Lbdul Bakha lives in RBaifa, he loves to hear the
victorious news of the believero ¢f Gnd and those letters that are the
carriers of good, cheering news, are the white-winged messengers of as=-
curance and fajithfulness, Let the room of the geloved be filled with theml.
Let him inhale their soul:refreshing odorl'The hosts of Light must become
again octive tn dispel the forees of darkness..

Akxmad. Sohreb,



: Bahai ¥est , Mount Carmel, Haifa, Byria,
' April 12, 'lR.
Dear Friendsi- ‘

The sun is8 just rising from the sastern horizon like unto & blazing .
glove of fire, flooding the crest of the Mountain of God with ite irrie
descent rays and hemdB®ding the glorious dawn of another day..Those who
are sleeeping in their beda at the foot of jount Carmel are beginning to
awake to take up the thread of their daily work.. To many the wonderso of
God's oreation and its awe-inspiring scenes have no significance, Rike
the giant troglodyte they are contented with their dapk homes in the
holes of the mountains or the caves of ths hills. They live a subterranean
life and never raise their eyes upward. Their forefathers winged their way
to the refulgent summit of inspiration, but like grovelling worms they are
satisfied with the orevices and fissures of the earth. For them thes sun is
never rising, the world &s not yet renovated, the fresh spring never re-
turns, and nature with all its wonderful colors is veiled..They live in the
miat of past ages.. The surface 0f the mirrors of their hearts is covered
with the dust of generations, nor have they ever tried to polish them.

They o0ling to the past, live only in the present and never worry about the
future, . The accumulated weight of dogmas and priestly authority has so bent
their backs that they 4o not even manke a small attempt to break these
iron bonds thst have held them so long in captivity and slavery. They go
on from day to day, from month to month, year to year, never thinking,
never reasoning, never independently investigating. 9. menl:who are almost
drowned in the sea of sleep and negligencel! The B8un of Truth hath arisen
from the horizon of sanctity; why do ye not cpen your eyes? Through its .
renetrative rays the earth of human possibilities is oarpeted with unfeding
amaranths ¢of knowledge and the imperishable asphodels of wisdom. Do not lst
the clouds of your own imagainations and fancies rise toward the heaven
of your oconsciousness and prevent its illumination! These clouds have no
outyst existence; they are made in the faoctory of your own minds. Just
as the vapors rise from the earth toward the sky and hinder the sun, sinm-
ilarly the olouds of pre-oonceived ideas and notions rise from the mind
and check the downpour of the rays of the Bun of Reality. The sun has had
neither ascent noxr descent, a rising noxr a setting, but is stationed in
its zenith of glory« The dark wandering clouds are our own misguided con-
ceptions and erronecus and faulty imaginings. Through the Divine Teach-
ings we must dispel these fantastioc clouds of ignorance from our horizon
of intellect and let the Sun of Truth shine unimpededly.:.The Prophets of
God and the Divine Messengers have come for no other purpose save this,.
The mirrors of our hearts must be cleasned, cld ideas nmust be discarded,
0ld inatitutions must be thrown into the dust-heap, old cogitations are of
no avail, old treees must be uprooted and thus new trees bs transplanted.
Those who desire to conjugate the past tense are left behind] we muct think
of the present and our spiritual needs. We must refleot over the state of
the future progress of humanity and how we can further it and bring it ons
inch nearer the goal. Let us break the golden bars of the cage of self-
complacent ligs and soar toward the heaven of mighty achievments. Let us
oome out of the caverns and dens of imperfeotions and engage in thoas
things that will benefii mankind and the progress of the pause of God..
Praise be to God that the Bahais are alive to the importance of these facts,
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ars enthused with the fire of the-world's anthem of-fraternization, beal~
ize more than other communities the nsed of religious and moral eulture,
are imbued with the spirit of brotherly feeling and general ¢o-operation,
are defining the principles of union and ignoring points of differencs, .
hage surrendered the human will and chosen the Divine Will, are inspired
with the holy determination of service and are working day and night for
the promotion of Trutha ‘

The lawe of the material world are opposed to the laws of the Diripe
Vorld, In the former there is the struggle for existence, injustice, rapaci-
ty and defeots, while in the latter one observes forgiveness, justice, lib-
erality and perfections. The one is satanic} the other angelio; the in~
fernal terrotyare the postulates of the fist; divine splendours the rules
of the second. The jangling, discordant music of the one jars aesthestic
nature, but the seraphic melodies of the other ravish the hearts of man..
Therefore the spiritual laws of the divine world must become predominant
and gain victory over the material laws of the natural worli..The Divine
World is illumined with the rays of the 8un qf peality; the material world
is beolouded with the dark clouds of prejudioces. Only through the power
of faith will we come out wictorious. Only through the inculecation of
divine precepts will we become worthy of the Heavenly Bestowals. Bvery perw
son must make a worhbhy attempt to represent the Cause in-al 1 its grandeur
and majesty and embody the divine principlas of the Kingdom..

This morning the steamsr arrived from Beitut and brought seven more
Bahai students. The Master received them and welcomed them'with wonderful,
xvititunl cordiality. Hardly had he spoken a few words than Reza Bey, a Tirk-

ish Officer of Beirut, was announced, and Abdul Baha spoke t0 him the
rest of the time. He spoke about Sallddin and the Ctusaders and the blood-
sred of e¢ruel men on both sides, Then he related several stories to show
the kindness and humanity of 8idladdin. Acca fell into the hands of the
Urusaders only for four years, and was taken by the unified attack of

the Mohammedar hosts..

Then the Chief Commander oalled, and the peloved started to speak
with him on other subjeots, and we retired from his presence. In the aftere
noon by the arrangement of the Persian Students,: two of the Prof  essora

of Beirut College called on the peloved, and 1 was so fortunate as to
translate his words to them. He spoke mainly on Universal Peace, ani be-
cagse the name of the bock ¥The Great Illusion™ by Norman Angel, was men-
tioned, he dwelt on the follies of wars and the benefits of arbitration.
Then he eulogized America and its ideal institutions of liberty and civie
lization.. *Every state is an independent sovereignty," he said, "and free-
dom rules over the hearts of men. Every American considers himaself re-
sponsible to hold aloft the ideals of humanity and as such they are the
guardians of the righ® of man. Their splendid isolation entitles them to
interfere with the internal affairs of other nations. They are noi imbued
with the ruthless law of landpgrabbingl.I was most pleased with the ra~
sults of my trip to America, I found a wonderful spirit of Pease hovering
over that vast contibent. The people are inspited with the thoughts of
Peace. I will ever pray for their suoccess. Today this is the most great
servioe t0 the world of humanity.?¥”

In the afternoon Mr. and Mrs. Kolbach came in, and Abdul Baha talked
with them for more than half an hour. They weres refreshed by the downpour
of his words and the beauty of his advices, Then Sheikh Mdhammed Ali was
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called, and in the couree of oconversation the Beloved said::%The mors the
believers of God agsociate and consort with all the nations of the world,
the more I shall be pleased with them. This is the ¢lear text of the Book
of the Blessed Perfection. The more the Bahais are kind to other commni-
ties, the nearer will they be to the Threghold of God.*

Today the wife of Age Mehdil, the gardener of the Tomb of Baha'to'llah,
vassed away into the higher Life. She ia leaving behind one son of probably
five years. Therefore the Master called him into his Presence and con~
soled him on account of his bereav:ment.. ,

We did not have any meeting tonight, so we ascended the Mountain to=-
wa>d the Pilgrims! Homa, .

Konad SBohrab.

e ———
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Bahai ¥Yest, Mount Qarmel, Haifa, Syria,
: April 13, 1914..
Dear Friende:« v
*Make an Adroplane and take me with thee to India. This ies at pre~

ssnt the only way thou canst Xidnap mel? said the Baloved to Mr..Shi-
razi, when he asked him again about his long expected trip to that coun~
try.. Hs laughed heartily and wished the believers in India to proelaim witl
great power and energy the Word of God, so0 that an irresistable magnet
may be oreated to draw him to that lard. PNow*, he said, "I want to send-
you bvack to India and vee what you can do in that direotion. Praise be

to God that thou art a lion. The Bestowals of the Blesased Perfection
have made all the believers to be fearless lione..When thou returnest

to India, thou must roar in order that I may hear thy veice here in
Raifa. Thoy must sing the mueic of the Kingdow ard atiract the souls to
the Paradise of Abha..Tell the, Zoroastriane: Sur aim is to inorease your
number and not decrease it., The Hahaie of all parts of the world will
:Join their intellectual and moral foroes with yours, and thus suddenly
you will find your number increased t¢ a hundred thousand fold.. « =

The good newe from India has made me vexy happy. Soon the Jause will
advance greatly in that country, The be?nty of . Truth will be revealed

to those psopls, Have a little patiencel Have a littis patiencel®

For more than an hour he walked through the lovely beds of the garden,
expounding the doctrines of His Holineas Baha'o!llah and explgining the
teachings of the Prophets. The pilgrims were standing in two long rowe
with utmoest reversnce and reppect. As he walked to and fro through the
eharming flowers, the eyes involuntarily followsd his light, quiok, majic
stepa, and the ears were strained to hear every word. Heres indsed was

a miniature Gongress of Religions and Hationse the wolves and lambas
drinking from the same fountaim and grqzing in the same prairies, 1
sould see hers a nunber of anvient Zoraastrians fyom Bombay, there & nume
Ber of old Jéws from Hamadan; modsrn Christizne from Europe and Amerieca
were not missing; Mohammedans from many cities 'of Persia wers prominent;
Aahkabad abd Bakou were represented, Here was a Hindu from Navarsl, therer
a Persian from Karashi, another from Rangoon; Turks from Conastentinopls,
Azvabs from Alexandretta - every ons looking in the faoce of the othex with
the light of love and harmony., Such is the magic and divine power of
Abdul Bahal Like unto the magnet he draws unto himself p esople from the
ends of the sarth and unites them tagsther in one harmonious whole. IN
nc other part of the world does one find such representative gatherings

a8 in the Presance of Abdul Faha.' With the Elixir of Love he causes hue
menity to asBociate with ezsh other with perfect joy, .

After this beautiful Congress of Religions and its unofficial session

in the garden, the laster guietly retired to his room, leaving us in s
atate of spir{tual blies and divine eostasy. In the afternoon he sent
for ms, and told me to oall on Mr., and Mrs. Holbach at the German Hospice
and convey to them his greeting and iove, I found them sitting in the
large orange grove,.Mrs. Holbaoh was writing a letter to Dootor yoody,
desoribing her experiences ‘among the Bahais of wany lands, gathered to-
gether at the foot of Mount Carmel. It was such a divine afternoon, and
we sat there for more than one houxr, speaking on the high themes of the

>
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Cauze ani enjoying epiritual oommunion of the soul. Meanwhile ths

ter was distaing heavenly Tablets to Shougi Bffendi for the Americ and
Persian believers. .It was just about sunset when we left the Gexman
Hosrice, and Mr, and Urs. Holbach had the privilegs of meeting ths Mase
ter and speaking with’him concerning certain phases of their forthcoming
book. The ¥aster daid::"Wien I ret urned from America I found that a
nurber of Missionaries had spread false idses: They said that whila ‘in;
America, when I we.nt to the ohurches to deliver my talks I adopted sur=-
plices and church vestments, and that I always commenced by saying: !0
ve Concourss of Christiansl I was a Mohammedan, dut have renounced that
faith and enmbraced Christimnityl? These ywicssionaries say that is why I.
was invitsd to speak from so many Chris tian pulpits of various denomin-~
ations, When I heard this, I had to send for some of the newspapers from

America and Burope, to show the people that 1 always ware the sams c¢lothes
there as I 4o here.™

‘When Abdul Baha ocame out of the house, there was a tall Arab,.very
like a giant, waiting for him. He is very much desoted to the Master, and
sdores him for his many kindneés%SbtMay I beat thee with my cape?® the paw~
loved asked him, laughingly. ®I will be honored?! he anawersd, Then ha
brought down the ¢ane on his back phrsee timesj ths third time with such
force that the cane broke. The Master walked out of the garden, and the
ochaatised manh followed him, quite meekly and happily..

~ In the nmorning, Ebns Abhax end eight other pilgrims 1eft for Persia.
The Master met them before their departure, and gave them a farswell talk.
we sald:: *You must be s0 quickened that through you the breath of life
will be blowing over the dead souls and duicken them with a new spirit.?
All the believers went as, rar a8 the wharf to hid them good~bye.

In the avening, we were privileged 1o sit in the Presenoe of the
usloved and listen to a wonderfully moving talk on the life and vicissi=~
tudes of Baha'o'llah, Many believers came late .and they had to stay in
the corrider until he, finished epeaking, Then one.of the friends chanted
a prayer, another sang a Bahai eong, and the delightful meeting was:
brought to an”end. . . ' _

“!hmsd HSohrab,
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Baha > ¢ Haifs, Syria,
: Aprilili, 1914.. .
Dear Priends:« ' '

Mrg. .A. Burke, a Virginian, taught by Mrs..Hébe Struven of Baltl-
more, arrived last night from Port Said, and was privileged to meet the
woloved in the afterncon., She presented to him the love and greeting of
¥ra. St ruven and Mre. Roy Wilkelm,'and praised their loyalty and devo~
tion to the Tduse..The Master said;:®They are pure souis, and kind to
wveryone. I know them welll.X have great coniigsnce in them. They have
no thought of their own. The foundation of %this Cause is love and geodw
fellowahip with 211 mankind..THose who eubody these Qualities in their
lives are true Bahais,.This is the basis of the progress of the world.
This is the new spirit wafting over existence. This is the cause 0f the
1liumingtion of this dark woxld."” ¢

She asked about the Bahal books and literature. Abdul Haha eald:

"The Book of Ighan, revealsd by Beha'olllah in Bagdad and translated in.
America, is one of the most fundamental Brhai works. Then the “Hidden
Words®, likewise the "Tajallsyat™, ®iskrakat™, , "Earazat®, etc,;;also
the books of Mirza Abul Fazl. All these woxls will explain to you the
full meaning of this Revelatic¢n, and its importance..When you return to
America, you can easily get these books and study them very carefully,.
Then you will be fdélly informed with the principles of the Bahal Cause..
The talks that I have delivered. in London, Paris and America will also
_ ~greatly assist you in this direction. The Teachings of Beha'ot!llah are
like uncut diamonds. The more you polish them the greater will become
s theix brillinacy. On your way back to America, associate with the believexrs
" of God..In London there are many bimssed soula, such as Lady Blomfield,
Miss Rosenbsrg, Hiaahmatullah from India and many others.,. Ilhope that .
you will meset all of them and by association with them you will become
- acquainted with the detailed history of the Cause."'Taen the Master pro-
ceeded to tell héw, previous to the appearance of Baha'orllah, the east~
ern horizon was dark, and how Heha'to!llah rose like 2 glorious sun and
scattered the clouds of ignorance and prejudice, and how under the in-
fluence of His woxd people of many xreligions are united,.fhe said she
attended the Balal meetings in Cairo and was struck with this very fact..
UThe meetings in Cairo are like“hany drops, but the assemblages in Persia
are like so many seas. The Fire of the Love of God has Hurned away atl
the superstitions and cemented all their hearts. They are the membexs
of one fanmlly. Fabalo'llah proclaimed the oneness of the world of human~
ity and invited .the people to the independent search of -Reality., Fe sufferw
ed all the nations of the world to be ushered in under the Sanopy of %nity
« = = Thank God that thou hast heard the gall of the Kingflom, didat find
the Light of Truth, listened to the heavenly Call® and wert attracted to
the Beauty of the Beloved. Now is the time that thpu mayst become full
of happ¢ ness and joy and be enkindled with the Fire of the Love of God..
1t is assured that thou wilt attain.® Then he took her hand and led hexr.
to-the Anteroom to meet the members of the Holy Family..

In the beautiful rogse garden of the Baloved I was walking this morne
ing. admiring the wonderful lilacs and geraniums, when word was brought
by Bacheer that the Master wanted me..I hastened to his room. He wasz.sure
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rhunded by many letters Just raoeived from'Europe and Amerioa and after
welcoming we he started to answer them one by one. Lady Blomfield of yon-
don was honored with a long Tablet. Angther one line Tablet was writien
by the Beloved to Dinshaw Namkar, & Zoroasirian believer of Crawford
¥arket, who has requested permission to go from Bombay %6 -Americas:He
wrote:. "To the American believersl 0 ye believers of Godl This person has
permission to go to America. Should he ever comé to those parts accept
hin. Abdul Baha Abbas.®
A2 the peloved was speaking, I ‘took out my note book to write down

his remirks on the Astral body ,.when hs waved his hand: laughingly to~
ward me and saidt"Don't write thisl®™ Then he turned his’ face toward
Haji Mirza Heydar ALl and paid:-PThis Mirza Ahmad has besome the 're-
corder of my deeds's As s6on as I open my mouth, he takes out his nots
vook. If I make a joke, it will e epread all o¥er Burbpes If I smite
the face of Abul Gasem, all Awsrica will know about it. He wri tes in
~~his note book that on such and such a day and such and sueh anr hour,

Abdul Baha' laughed, What can X do'with him? 'J Bajil O Hajil Canst thou
not deliver me out of his hands? (He laughed very heartily.) But I am

afraigd we cannot send him away, and he will not go away himself, He has
become a fixture in Raifa.®” _ , :

Then.he sent away the believers and the atrangers came in, . While
he was talking to them, he dictated a number of Tablets for .the American
and Persian believers, and asked them to speak to him on current events,
Then he wrote several short Tablets with ‘his own blessed hand for those
rilgrims who ore going to depart in a few days..

In the evening, our new pilgrims from Abade found their way into the
holy Presencc of the Beloved, They were weeping tears of joy and they fall
at his feet. The Master raised them, and held them in his zrms, and
kisgsed them on both their cheeks. They have been travelling for 30
months, via Esphahan, Tebheran, Hashi, Russia, ets., and they presented
the Master the love of all the Bahais in thse various . °* citiesi.

"How are the believers? How are ths servants of the Bleased Perfeoction?
Ere long the Causs of God will advance' greatly in those parts, Tnis
nighty Cause is like unto a great over-flowing fountain, the source of
wiich cannot be daumed. Jf you block its path, it will make a gan for
itself -wmexpectedly in another ditections. The flow of the water cannot
ve stopped., It willi always fird a way far its progress. £0 it is witn
the Gause of God. Yo matter what *hey Apgydt will advance the principles
of the Kingdoms*® Then for mcre than an hour he cpoke.on the life of
Buheto?llah, and how with each successive exile and imprisonment, the
heat of the FPire of the ILove of God bsorme greatenr, and the 701oa ¢t Thuth
©illel the ears uffthe people of t“e #eut ant of uhe Wests -

Ahmgd Col.rale




Rakai ¥eat. Mount Carmel, Haifa, Ejria,
‘ April 15, 1914..

Dear Friends:~

Last night the third pariy of studente axrived fTom Beirut, with
three fine pilgrims from_bbade,. Rergsa. The second party left for Damag«
cus by rai}. This marning the newly arrived students were called into the
Presence of Abdul Baba ard he spoke to them as follcws: ¥Iihope that while
you are studying in this c¢ollege, you may s0 excel all other students in
the vaxious branches of knowledge t aught therein, that all of them may
testify that the Bahal students have another power, are inspired with
another effort, are imbued with a nobler ambition ard are stimalated by
higher motives and wider and deeper exertions than others. If you do not
surpess the others, then what distinction will there remzin for you?
Therefore you must dtrive to be superior to them, oo thal everyons may
bear testimony of this facts,.You are now like the iendsr plants that are
trained according to the knowledge and wisdom ¢f the gardener. Fron now
oq you must strive tc beautify the moral aspect of your lives. f£ivise
eacy othner wiith the utmosk consideration, watch daily your words and
depf&, thus from the very beginning you way chazacterize yourselves with
divire ideals. The divine idasis are humility, submissiversess, anunihile
atinn of gelf., perfect evansscance, charity and loving kindness. You
rust die ¢ s2lf and live in God Vou must be exceedingly compassinnate
to each 2illsr and to all the pPO“le of the wo*ld. Love and setve mankind
juss for the sake of God and net for anyihing else. The foundation of
your love toward humanity must be gpiritual faith and divine assurance.
Agoint tyct nust be most careful that, God forbid, not one single woud
eonatyary to truth ilesudelrem your mohths” One f@lsehood tNTOWS man Trom
the hignest station of “honor to the lowsst abves of disgrace. . Always
gaard yourselves against this ereny . 80 that all you state may coxrespcid
wita 1ea11ty. ¥orever supplicate  2nl entieat at the Court’of injesty el
heg conTirmation and assistanse. Moke y2 an effert that yov may win:the
geoo plsasure cf the Blessed Perteacions ALl the natural ard supermatir.
al advancements in the human woxrld revelve around this one problem..’f
Jou attain to this suproue goaly all the elewmshlts o the world ¢f srca~
tioa will be rezdy to sarve } 2.2t youxr hidding, i.e. they will fiand theip
higapst attainment ir you and throvgh yeu, or in other worde you will ve..
sotre the fruits of tpc wrald of existente..The evolution of the peviect
man is a fruit of ciegtinn, jusd: % the evolubion of the trunk, branches,
leaves and Plossoms oif tae treas is the rrvits thereff. Bxalt vour +aought.

Reflact over all your affalre. MaguniZy your endsavers. Bularge *he 2irele

of your ideals,.Opentthe wings of spiritual wisdom., Let your hope be Lhe
accomplishment of most great deeds, the results of which may iumortal-
ize your names..All that the people are holding fast to, are as the nmi-
rage and will not last..~ «~ ~ Praise be to God that you are under the -~
protection of Hrha'lo!llah and His Bounties have encircled you.. I will

aiways pray for you, and with the utmost humility beg extraordinary prgu
gress for you. ™

Kiss Burke was invitec. to lunch and again the Beloved spoke to her
about teaching the Cavss. Skte Is a ow:we*, spiritual woman, -and much at-—
~traoted t0 the principnles ¢f the lovement. In_the. afternoon. a numwber c¢f
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the pilgrims-were loitering around the garden were summoned into the
Rresence of our Loxd. Because our brothers from India wewe there, The-
osophy and its allied branches, the theories of Astral bedy, reincarna-
tion, the mystery surrounding the secret doetrine of the 'White Lodge!,
.eta, were discussed. Again Mr. Bhirazi asked about the pomehability of.
the Masterts trip %o India. Two Tablets concerning this matier were
revealed, the translations of which will appear later on..

Altogether I was in his holy Presence for more than three hours. An
Arab .SHeikh came in. The MHaster wrote for him a letter of intrmduction
to some important personage. Before leaving, the Sheikh begged AbAdnl Baha.
to assist him financially. An English pound was put in the palm of his -
band. . Another Arab was ushered into the presence of the Mecstar..H2 hed-
a letter in his haad. Without taking the letter, the Peloved said: "I
know! I know! What thou desirest.® He was also given money and sent away..
A pocr man in rags met him as he walked out of the house to take nis
accustoned walk, Some money was put into the palm of his hand. He zried
to kiss the Masterl!s hand, "Hol'¥al®™ the Master said.."Mo not kiss my
hand, It is not permitted. We must not kisg anyvoldy's hand. It will bring
price and inspire one with a feeling of superiority.® Such are the holy
evert which are constantly trahspiring in this Blessed fyot..

- In the afternoon=the ¢louds covered the sky, and an ahundanrt rain
fakdded Mount Carmel, The lightning flaslhed an¢ the thuuader doumed lorthe
Thus all the lress and Tlcwers were washed with this vernal shower, amd
nature hecams exprsssgive of the bveauty and vercanay of paradice. Hand in
and with our Hindu and Zcreoastrian brothers we .asceudsd the Movntain,
singing the songs of thanksgiving and glorification. Cur fecermer rsligione
did not permit this #mrestristed, divine soul-comunion, but throush tos
heavenly Téachings of &£.dul Feha.we have broken the old fettexs of deg-

ms and are waiking tegether in the broad highway of universal brother-

hs0¢., We are mace one, »no mabter aow differenc our custums, environments
anc conduct. We are no longar led blindly oy coaventionel, bigcted lead-
ers, but have rearkoned *o tne voize of the fleavenly Maesengexr. We have
se3n the trus Shepard and have recugaized Fim witn oux spiritual pelcep~
tlon, The light of Prutn keth illumined o ur dasg Dabila.

T

Anvvad Schreapa



Bahai Hest Mount Carmel Haifa s;ria
' April 16 1914.

Dear Friends:- : _
The unexpected happened' Like nineteen hundred years~
ago, the Haster sat around the. table with his disipleg in the Bahai
Pilgrims' Home on Mount Carmel, The hosts were Mirza Ahmad esnd Sheikh
Mohammed Hogsein, both of them from Neireez. There were more then one
hundred guests, a1l men, 0ld asnd young. Since our arrival fran Egypt

we have had no feast exaetly of this nature. . Several times the believers
attempted to give a mid-day lunch, but it was not accepted; The food
consisted of pilan, roast meat, sour’ ‘milk, etc. In the center of "the

hall & long table was set around which there sat 29 believers. It was

a rainy day and the. weather. locked ‘most gloomy, hence no one expected

the Master would come., I was in my own Nest, reading and talking with
Mirza Ali Akbar of Rugsia., Now and then we. ‘1ooked out of the window, to
see 1f there was any sign of the Magter's coming. From behind my table

I could see the wonderful . court of the King of Xings, and watched to see
if there was a carriage waiting for. him. - Suddenly someone from the Pil-
grim*s Home shouted to us that the Master had already come and wes in

the housx of Abbas Goli. We hprried. across and no sooner had we entered
the Home than the Beloved also entered, with his’' Aba drawn over his hrad
to proteet him from the _rain. He sat at the head of the table and asked
other believers to joiﬂ?dsaﬁmsw,. He praised the cook, Mirza Habbibdlah,
for his service, and then said.. ™"This is an ideal day "for giving a feast
ﬂnﬂxxxxxxnsxngxxmxon Mount Carmel, . While our table is adorned with the
material feast, God is camsing t0 descend from His Heaven the spiritual
sustenance in the form of rain, The farmers were praying for it, the
poor people were longing. for it. -Eaeh drop of rain falling from heaxven
in their eyes, is like & lovely White pearl, inestimable in its beauty
and charm." N

¥ He did not sPeak more than this, but the great hall was
filled with the light and wonders of his baptismal gpirit, and everyone
wag filled with the spiritual blessing of His Presence. Havjng finished
hig food he arose from his:seat, and everybndy else also¢ arose., Another
group of the believers, amongat which was myself, sat around the table,
while the Beloved retired +to his room in the house of Abbasg Goli to Test.
When 1 came out, I heard someone eslling to me. Iooking toward my Nest
I gaw to my surprise the Master s anding on the porch., I was so extrem-
1y happy that I 4id not know how ¥ ran, but Ziwas there aquuickly as
my feet could: carry me. I Opened: the door and the spiritual nightin-
galey entered therein., Strange to relate; when 1 arose in the morning
I thought I would dust and clean my room and fill my vases with fresh
roses, stocks, carnations, etc,, which I did with much pleasure, Of
course at the time I 4id not realize that the Master was coming, dbut X
think I felt it sub-consciously, On thé¢ long stems of the roses I had
pleced a few small photographs of the German bslieversg, Just received,
The Master, looking &t them, smiled.and said:; "What a lovely place
for one to be always, perohed on the ‘high stems of lovely rosesl"”
Then looking around fhe room, he rapturously exclaimed: "How charmingly
gweet and quiet is this little room! I t0ld them to prepare a room
fit for a Dervish, but this is the palaoe of a Kingl" I said: "As
long as thou art here the latter 'statement is true; but the former 18
zlso true when thou a7t absent!" He sat near the window and took out
of his pocket a large number of letters from America, to be read and
answered. He would open them himself, exsmine the paper and RE the
writing, and then hand them on:t o t¢ read to him, - -
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Some of those who were honored with Tablets were as fodlows; Mr. Roy C.
Wilhelm, Mr., Mountfort Mills, of New York City; Mrs. Hincle Smith of |
Phlladelphig, Mrs. Mae Cumming, of Sen PFrancisco; Mrs. Louise Waite and
Mrs. K. Bail Bage, of Cleveland; Philadelrhia Behai Assembly, and Spo-
kene Bahai Ass embly. As. the Holy Words descended from the heaven of
Divine Revelation the names of these dear friends were conjured upsx

in memory, and how they are remembered by the Beloved of our hearts on
this afternoon, high on the Mountqln of God! Are they also thinking of
the Geloved? Are they occupied in his service? Are they. spreading the
Teachings of the Blessed Perfection? - Are they fired with sacred enthusﬂaﬂm‘P
Are they united as a regiment of soldiers to destroy all the obstacles?

Are their hearts the teeasure~houses. of :the jewels of the Mysteries of the
Kingdom? Are they worlking for the Cause of Universal peace? Are they

the shining lamps of the Assemblages of the world of humanity? Are they

the stars of the heaven of rlghteousness and sanctity?

When he finished dictatlng Tablets, he laid himself down on the
canopy to sleep for a few minutes. I covered him with my overcoat, and
came out of the room very quéetly.. I sat on the porch, looking at the
wonderful, ravishing panorama, before my eyes. ' In half an jour the Mas-
ter was up and desired to have a cup of rose water and sugar. The doo-
tors have advised him not to drink tea. Then leaving the Nest he walked
toward the room where all the believers had gathered and were waiting for
him. goon asg they heard himcoming, they were up on their feet., He
sat on 3 chair and bade them all be seated. The hosts of the afternoon
were Mr, and Mrs., Holbach. 'They had requested the Master for permission
to give thig tea, The dishes were filled with oranges and cakes, and
were distributed by Mr. Vakil, Mr. Shirazi, Badi Boshroueh and mgself.
Although Mrs. Holbach had gone to Acca with Mry. Hoagg, Miss Sanderson,
liigs Burke, and others, yet she arrived just before the Master started to
speak. It was aphilosOphical and spiritual explanation of Trinity, the
opinions of the Sufists about Divinity, the dootrine of Pantheism and.the
belief of the Bahais on this important subject. Mr. and Mrs. Holbach
were the only Westerners present., 7T had seldom-seen SO many Behais
gathered on Mount 8armel, - They were actuslly more than one hundred. After
the talk we went to the Holy Tomb of the Bab, to chant the Visiting Tablet
Then the Beloved walked to the Pilgrims' Home and from there rode in the
carriage driven by Isfandeyar. It was a most happy timel There wers two
feasts, given by the representative Bahaig of the East and the West, and
their oeep significance was: he1ghtened by the Presence of the Beloved

Ahnad th;_-'gb .




.f - o Bahai. Nest Mount CarmeW Hail fa, Syria,
S Anril 17, 1914.

Dear Friends:~-

For a few moments let us put on the wings of abstraction and sosr
toward the blue neights of. Holy Inspiration and while soaring catch
a few glimpses of the starry hostes of spiritual revelation., Or let us
put on our divine heJmets and dive into the depth of the ocean of divine
ideals, and gather & few shining pearls of celestial thoughts,

To a believer in Boston. the Master of Truth says:

"The letter contained most cheering good news and indicated the one-
ness of spiritusl state that exists amongst the believers! - - His Hol-
iness Baha'o'llah, may my life be a ransom to His believers! spent the
days of His Life amidst infinite ‘hardships and afflictions. He quaffed

~from every cup of trials, and tested every poison of persecutiom, so that

the Flag of the Uneness of the: World of Humanity might wave over all the
regions, especially amongat the believers. Now, because in Boston the
candle of Uunity and Concord is ignited, it has become the means of the ocom=
mendation of the dwellers of the Kingdom of Abha and the cause of the hap-
piness of my heart. I hope that through the Bestowals of the Beauty of
Abha this love and unity may become more revealed day by day, the rays of
the Sun of Reality may become more inter-penetrative, con firming thee to
become the bright candle of the agsemblage of Unity and assisting thee to
raise the c¢all of the Kingdom of God.

The friends of God must sacrifice their 11ves for the sake of each other,
to such an e xtent that the pSpple may become astonished and exclajm~ what
love and amity flow from the hearts of the Bahaisg for sach other!

To a numbexr of believers in Augusta, Georgia, he writes:

0 ye blessed souls, Thank ye God that ye have heard the melody of
the Kingdom from the Orient. The eflfulgence of the sun of Reality hath
dawned from the horizon of the Eest, illumining the court of the heart.
The Heavenly Bestowal wasg revealed. and ete nal life attracted., You have
attained to perennial joy and secured everlasting immortality. You have
gat at the Table of the Kingdan and parteken of the imperishable food.

To a friend in State College, Penn,, he says:

"In thyy letter thou hast atated the news of the holding of an Educa-
tional Conference. In reality such conferences are conducive to the pro-
gress of the world of humanity and the means of the promotion of civili-
zation, Consequently in the estimation of God they are acceptable and be-
loved and mat&rial advancements sare obtained therefrom. But, “were you
able to organize a Bshai educational Conferense, that the souls of man-—
kind may receive the instructions of the Kingdam, obtain ideal nerfections
and become the manifestators of merciful susceptibilities - that is, the
spiritual and material virtues may Jjoin hands and the forcem of the na-
tural and heavenly civilizations may be. linked together ~ then out of
the deliberation of such.a conference there will issue far-reaching and
universal results, The: objects ‘of such a conference will be the glorifi-
cation of the world of humanity and attainment to the image and likeness
of God, which is related to the world of Morality. Then and not until then
the individuals of the human race will become wholly abstracted from the
defects of the material world; the virtuss of the Kingdom will be revealed
to them; they will receive the Heavenly Bestowals, be baptised with the
Holy Spirit and attain to eternsl life and everlasting felicity. These
are the results of the Divine Conference.”

To a believer in the 3tate of Washington he says:

“I hope that the light of guldance mey become ignited in the lamp of

art with ntmost brilliancy, so_that mayst become a real Bahai.
f?ﬁew?se tﬁ Befove son whom %ho% lovgst bgtter than thy life, may ob-
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tain & seeing eyd™Bnd & hearing ear, in order that he may listen to the
melody of the Kingdom of Abha: and with the utmost joy snd happiness,
develop and gruw through the showers of the Clodd of Providencs and pro-
duce most delicious fruits.

Tc & "gseeker of Reality" in Washburn, Maine, he writes:

Praise be to God that this Heavenly Melody reached thine ears. Thou
didst hear sbout Eis Holiness Baha'o'llah and how He unfurled the Flag
of Onenexs of the world of humanity in the Oriernt and 1ike unto the sun
shone forth upon all the regions, Today the Cause of Baha'o'llsah is
world-eneirceling and its ringing voice has reached all the countries of the
globe, Praise be to God that thou didst hear the Divine Call in that
town and didst advance toward the Kingdom of God."

To a little boy of eight years, in Clemeland, Ohio, he says:

"0 thou son of the Kingdom{ I read thy letter with the utmost Joy,
and hope that thou mayst grow and develop iike unto a young tree through
the out-pouring of the Clouds of Providence; thus thou mayst bring forth
fruits most luscious and most delicious.”

To the Bahai Assembly of Clevaland, Ohio, he'says:

"0 ye birds of the rose-garden of the Kingdom! Your letter of con-
gratulation like unto the song of the nightingale thrilled the hearts and
became the means of the happiness of every pure spirit. It was perused
with exceeding re joicing and then we profferd thanks at the Divine Thres-
hold, that, praise be to God, blessed souls have appeared in that city
who are summoning the people to the Kingdom of God, are promoting the
Heavenly Teachings, and are showing forth generosity in contributing
toward the building of the Mashrak-el-Azkar. It is assured that the Con-
fimaticns of His Holiness Baha'o'llah will descend upon you, His Be-
stowals shall encircle you, the ocean of His Pavorg will become tempest-
uoug znd the showers of Life will potur down from the cloud of His Mercy,"

To & believer in Roxbury, Mass. he writes:

"Thy letter was received., From its contents it became evident that
praige be to God, the highest hope of the believers of Boston is good~-
fellowship, unity, love and concord. Today in any city wherein perfect
unity exists among the believers, i. e., harmonious mingling with each
other like unto honey and milk - the Call of God will be raised and@ the
Lights of the Kingdom of Abha will be diffused" :

To another friend in Wadhington "Ds Co, one who is "thirsty for the
Water of Reality"” he says:

"Thank thou God that thou art confirmed in listening to the Call of
the Divine Kingdom, hast found the Fountain of the Water of Life; thus thou
mayst s8llay the thirst of every thirsty one. Thou hast approaohed the
Mountain of Spiritual Effulgence, so that thou mayst hear the Call ofGod
from the Burning Bush in the wilderness of Sandtification. I hope that
thou mayst attract unto thyself infinite Bestowals from the bleaming
Flame of Tor and the refulgent Light of Truth, Msyst thou take in thy
hand & shining toreh, travel through that vast continent, call the peo~
ple to the Kingdanm, and become the cause of the guidance of innumersable
souls. "™ , .

To another friend in Cambridge Mass., he writes:
"Pphis is such a Universal Cause that the refulgent Light has envel-

cped the Contipents and established the Oneness ofdtgg woild of gu?anig¥,
the nations an e stronges ie
Egmmﬁnfgatfgﬁage?weggetgglgghggi%ants of the earth. - Unquestionably it
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will enlighten the human. world, breathe into the hearts new life, give.
gight to the blind, hearing to "the deaf, quicken the dead souils, "trans-
form this world into another world, and "make this terrestrial earth a
nirror of ‘the realm of the Most. High.!" :

To another friend in Waahington, D34C., he writes:

Thy detailed letter was received. Truly, it was pure joy, for it
contained the particulars of thy ftrip fo Augusta, Georgia. 1t explained
the delivery of an eloguent talk by thee; that thou hast summoned the
people to the Kingdom of God and hast apread the Divine Teachings. Con-
gider how every soul who hag arisen to serve the Word of God will be cone
firmed with the heavenly Cohorts. Therefore, bgthou happy because thou
ert assisted with such serviee! _Ere long in that city & great multitude
shall enter the Kingdom of God, Fhe Plag of the Oneness of the world of
humanity will cast its shade over that country end the Song of the Sup-
reme Concourse will be raised from its glens and dales. The fountain of
the Water of Life will gush forth and the birds of the rose-garden of
God will break into rapturous songs of glorification of the Kingdom of
Hédliness in the most wonderful Melody. Thig trace will become eternal
and will be continued throughout the future ages and opcles,"”

The following message is addréssed to the London Bahais:

"Praige be to God that this Cycle is the luminous Cycle. This is the
century in which the Divine Spirit prevails and pervades all things.,
This is the Age ofRealityi: The Sun of Reaslity will shine with sucn in-
tensity as to entirely dispel the dargkness of dogmss. Contention and
gtrife, hostility and animosity will be cmpletely effamed from amongst
mankﬁﬂd. For they are all the sheep of God, God ig the real Shepard.
He is compassionate toward all. Therefore the members of the world of
humsnity must embrace each other with the utmost love and conciliation
znd under the protection of this Shepprd these sheep may graze in the
Meadowiof Clemency, and while they grow and develop, acguire infinite
Joy and happiness,”

Concerning the books written on the Bahai ReVelation in this day, he
gays:; '"During the lifetime of His Holiness Christ, no book was written
about His Cause that gesined any importance; but consider how many impor-
tant oneg there are at this time. The Books which are composed and pub=-
lished on this Bashai Cause 1in thisg age shall ere. long be seized snd pagsed
from hand to hand like leaflets of gold."

Prefacéng a very recent, long Tablet to the American bellevers con-
cerning his own station, he says:

"When the Sun of Keality shone forth fron the hor1zoné of Sanctity,
it flcoded the world with the raye of the oneness of thoughts, the one=
ness of opinions, the oneness of idealsg and the oneness of Truth S0
thatmankind, as regards doctrines and articles of belief, mdght eonverge
toward one ¢ ommon - center, differences, contention and discord be entirelyd
offaced from the world of hunanity and the Unique Light which has branch=
ed forth from the Sun of Reality might illumine all the hearts. For the
realization of this complete unity -and pegfect good-Lfellowship, the
Blegsed One suffered all mannsy of hardships, trials and afflictions,

to such an extent that the eyes are weeping and the hearts are burning,
now and forevermore, = - =~ "




this morning, fhe ‘Beloved called into
cedved permission to leave today,

' from ‘Nour, and diatantly related
to Baha o'llah. The: Maaterr {s<browa. si1k "Aba", which he wore
in America and. Europe and man: ' 'valuable momentoes. "Convey", he
said, “my loving, longing greeting to7all"the friends and the people of
Nour. Tell them:you have: greatly trengthened my hope. as" regards the fu~
ture of that Province. It was. 8Ty hard: on me not to hear the ringing
voice of Truth from the Native own’of.. ‘the Blessed Perfection. I hope
that day bp day this voice may gaifi in wolume and richness and depth.
May I ‘ever inhale these holy. Eragr nees .of spirituality from Nour; thus
the Province .of Nour may beso reality the mesin-spring of our (light
of glory) end 11lumine all: the; @ boring provinces of. Mazandaran and
from. there spread to other clime zand.’ eountries.;

- Then Miss: Burke paid hef,laet all, ‘as she ‘was going to leave in
the afternoon For Beirut to:ijoin her t¥avelling companions. ~The Msater
gave her an interesting: talk o the Te,ohinga, -and- sent her away with his
heavenly blessings, hoping th B8he “ld beoomo a herald of the Causge of

be carried with the pilgrims leav g today.. ‘A number of prominent men from
Arabia were his guests at lumbheon,' . To'them he.spoke on the decadence of
eoane regenerated and: rﬁse again out

of the ashes of deeay.;- . ki
to them the epirit of- true W rs dqreverenoe.

In the afternoon he_\ a
and seid:; "You are going to" v Qﬂay For Peraia. YOu muat go out and
work and teach. Praise-be’ t0o-God hat/you have received 'the baptism of
the Holy Spirit, and you have spentimany blessed days in the Holy Land,
Today the most- importantjﬁ aotiaffedn ie sarvice to the. Cause of God.” '
The leave~taking was very efd 1045, ot tears fell c0piously from their
eyos, and the Beloved held . ea a.:in'h:
with spiritual electricity

In the evening, he?aen

_ Hhai studente fram Beirut eollege.
Young, .enthusiasticand: hopef

16 eloved inspired: them ‘with the
highest ideals of manhood: and. the Hioblest. standaras, showing them in a.
clear-and“simple"manner;tha heir whple future progress .depends upon the
purity of their lives and :the. strength -of their .characters. "I hope," he
said, "you are feeling quite{ﬁomfortable 4in-Beirut and that
you are not meeting with any. difficulties. May you ever 1live

in the utmost- Joy and fragrance. - In:the.Collegs of Beirut you must become
the shinning candles. of moral - precepts. -and; spiritual ideals, and be the
means of the 111um1nation of ‘others. ~0lothe your bodies with the robes
of virtue., Characterize yourselves with the characteristics of the people
of divine morality, Shug all manner of vices as you shun a poksonous snake
or a leper, Let the corpsaof professors andthe students, be impressed with
the purity and holiness of your lives, so that they may take you &8 para-
gons of worthinews, examples of, nobility of nature, obsdrvers of the mo-
ral laws, holding in aubordination the lower element by the highe§ spirit,

the ¢ mquerors of self end the masters of wholesome vital forces
?§°§T§ the avegues of 1ife, . Strive .always to be at the head of your class-
¢s through hard stud{ and true merit, -.~ = Persia is today practically
ruined and the majority of the students who return to their native country
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Bahai Nest, Mount Carmel, Haifa, Byria,

April 18, 19l4.
“Deax Frimd.s;

- ¥God- has not oreated. reat for me. How can I rest, whils 80 pany tasks
surround me from all direoctionsl While I am sitting here, I am submerged
in a sea of thoughit. When I walk, I think,.When I talk, { think. When
I sleep, I think..I am enveloped in an atmosphere of thoughta,,usutterabls
thoughts, resistless thoughtsy, whighty thoughta..The ocean of thought

. rolls on and oui- its tides sre rising higher and higher,, its ebb and
flow are continualland ite waves asgend to the starry dome.?"Thus spoke ‘
the Heloved to lrg.and M¥re, Holheoh this morning, after a long talk on
the opirit of the Bmnai Movement and ite reflex-mo’oion inrthe world of
exiptence, .When he ocame out of the house a large buuher of very poor
People, msn and woren almosat in rags, wers wailting in lins to receive
alms from hies holy hands..A Bedvuln .Araby most pioturesquely dressed ,
in his long, white, f.i.owing robe, had just arrived from the interior pen~
insuls to meet him,.Abdul Jaha asked yirza Fadi to entertaim him tilli
he would return from a few calls..On his return he took his giant~looking
dwab' by the hand and while the air was dancing:with the ripples of his
laughter, they entered the hLouse..
fvout eleven o!'clock he walked out of the house, followed by our
dear Bhougi Effepndl, and entersd the lumuriant garden,; laden with the
gragrance of 18lies..He sat on & sofa and dictated a number of beautiful'.
Tablets - spiritual flowers with whiwh the nosirils of far-away people
are pexfumed, .Then he dictated. a long Tablet for the bélievers in the
United Statessconcerning his own statioun, with the instructions to pube
lish and distribute it amongst all the assemblies. In the afternoon there:
was & large tea party in the rose garden, given by the two bslievers'
~ from Beireeza. A photograph was teken afterward, with the Beloved on the
8t airs of the house., The landeau was mede rea.dy by lafandeyar, and the
¥asgter took'e ride through the streets of the G&rman Colony and out into
the country..0n his return a short visiting Tabhlet was revealed for Mrs..
Ryuff in BIuttgart..lt was written with his own hand. T may quote it :
hersing: &0 Almighty! Endear thls wmaid-servaut of Thy Threshold, Kre.. T
Rouff, in ‘the Kingdom of Holiness and submerge her in the sea of pighta,. '
Forgive her shortoomings and confer upon her Bounty..Grant Thowpurity

and izpert upon her . eterunl life in the Court of the Paradiss of Abha.

and suffer her to become & manifestor of the Favors of ynfinite Effule

gence lu the Meeting of Transfiguration..Verily Thou. a.r% the Generous,

the Forgiver and the Compassionatei® {8igned) Abdul Baha Abbas. . .

In the evening all the believers and the pilgrimes found thbdr way. into .
the drewing roum . and were pleased t0 hear the voice of the Lord of Sexrw :
vituds welooming them. Mr..N,R.Vakil asked a series of questions comrern- _ j
ing the Holy Writs: of Indis, and received satisfaoiory answers.. e
‘ SAre the Holy Books ~ the four:Vedio sacred bo8ks- inspired from de?* T
"THey contain many inspired utterances, dut tm;ough the lapse of time " :
human ideas have orept in and afterwards men havg coms 10 believe that they
are all in their totality the revealed Words of ,od..Similarly, the Christ-
ian theologians up to the last century bvelieved that the Penhatsuch was:
written by Moses, but modern eriticism of the Bible by scholars and thinke
ers has shown otherwise. There are 80 many historical discrepancies ine
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these books that they-ars-wmimply-bewildaring. Only the Dacologue and a

few other utterances are from Moses; the raest is written by ¥Wirs, the

Priest. .With a oritical, spiritual eye, we oan easily distinguish the

heavenly Words from the human ideas.¥ ‘ _

. The duestion. of the invention of writing characters was asked, Abdul
Bahe eiad:: "Uompared with the ancéent history of the world, the invention

of writing dis of quite recent date « only a nunber of thoussnds of yesars..
According to the theories held by the Anthropologistes and the students of

arcient languages, when the world of hamanity was in its aboriginal state

many wild, savage trives roamed over vast stretches of descrt without tha
instihct of rabitation. When a mamber of these trives died, they huried

him under the ground and planted a tree over him so that they might reow

cgnize the place in the future. Thie ceremony was practiced,of course,

only for their chiefs, This was one of the first steps in the formation.

of sigr language. Later on, in oxcer to find out their way in the desert,

they planted guide posts at the end of every several miles. This and othex
concomitant ideas led the way for further progress, Later, instead of

planttng trees over the tombs, they placed pieces of oprved woods. For

examplie, 1f the deceased was brawa, they would chve the oruds form of &

liony if erafty, tkat of & fox, and if blood-thirsty, that of a dragole.

Ancther momumental advancement was achieved when they started to carve

thesd piot wpes with some improvements and more artistic taste, on the

bark of trees, anc placed them in the grave with the dead, As humanity

slowly forged aliead, gaining mastery over nature step by stop, monumenta

of triuwmph were built over the torbs, desoribing, in their limited way,

the victories wrested from the enemies by the heross and the braves.. Probe-

gbly mauy. gensrations rolled on, and the savuage tribes continually expand

eQ and outgrew their former berbaric oonditicus, and new ideae for the
perpetuation of the records germirated in the minds..The world was pop-

wlated, the people increasod in number arni resourcas, and many species

of cattle were domesticated., Thus they carved the figures of these aniw '
malsg on wood and stoues, each animal vepresenting an idea, In order to ife “
crease their vooabulary they disscctsd tlLe animal, making each part of organ
represent a sentence, Out of this wondexfully complicated system grew the
heiroglyphio wr itings of Ancient Egyptians; welil preserved on papyruses ;
and tablets of stonss. The Egyptiians were so clever in this scéence that t

they made every bizd to stand foxr an ideas They eye of the cow, the horn

pf the deex, the head of the monkey, *he veak of the sparrow, sonveyed

to the reader dietinot meanings and thoughtis. All thsse mysterious writings

are now easily translated in mddern languages throuvga the indefatigable

iabors of Duropesn scholars snd archaeologists.. The Cuneiform letters-as
represented in the o0ld ruins of Yersia apd cther parts ¢f Asia, has another
interesting development. Wien Alphnabetio letters were invented by the
Phoenicians, they were soon adopted oy other nations, and th8s: the very

great miracle was pexformed on the stage of the them-known world, This is: X
only a very chort outling of the maroa of human intelligense through the

lend of darknese and igrorance towards the light - the light being no other
Tran the miracls of self-expressiona®’ '

dany more questions were asked about the ancient history of Imdia, myth- 2

ology, evolution of religion, progress of civilization, eto., to all of 5
which the Deloved gave moat illuminating snswers. I may wind up this i‘
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lstter by the vraRlation of hia rathar*aignii’ioant remarks eonoerning
the “House of Justice®..
®tGencrally the people of - the past have torgotton the fouadationwof
adir religion and have.clung to some superfioial dootrinem, causing
differences and quarrels and creating wrangles. But the Blessed Perfea-
tion, praise be ito Gpod, has shut all the doors to these prohable differe
enves,, for He has said.tihat whensver t wo parties in the Bahai Cause
differ on any subject, both of them are wrong} although the first party
may be riglt. Because the: result. of their discussion end controversy hLas
been inharmony, nsither is right. God willing, suoh occurences will not
‘transpire in this Diqpenaa&ion..ﬂb ‘has cgused the rrvelation of such! '
spiritual Teaohings as will be oconducive to thes illunination, spirituality
anl exaltation of thw world of humanity..All the ocivie affairs and the
_ legislation of material laws for the inoreasing needs of the enlightened
- humenity belong to the Rouss of Justice. This, the House of Justice,,will
be not only a body for the legislaetion of lmws according to the spirit
and requirement of the time, but a board 0f arbitration for the settlew
ment of all disputes axising‘botween peoples, When the yniversal pouse
of Justice is organized, the members will do their utmost for the realis
zation of greater oordiality and comity amongst the naiions, The.Laws of
Baha'olllah are the unchangsable, organic laws of the Universal pouss of
Justics. They are the very foundation upon which the struoture of addi»
ticnal legislation is built 4.IF the Universal House of Justioce were in
existencs, the first person that would have obeyed its laws would have
been myeelf, 28 regards the plases for the convening of such a gensral
body, it will be decided by the memberss.The Universal House of Justise
hus oniy the lagislative functioni ths exesutive powexr belongs ouly to
the administrative department of governwent..At first, National Houses
of Justice will be established in every country, and thgy will elect in
turn members to the Universal wouse of Justice.. Again I repeat, the House
of Iasuice,,whsthsr ¥ational or yniversal, has only lagislative power,
and not executive power..For example, in Xurope and Americs the Parlie
ament of Congress enact laws, while the Government exsgvies theas laws,
The House of Justice cannot fulfwll two functions at the eame time - legw
igliative and axeoutive..In shért, the Blessed Perfeotion has shut all the
doors of differences,.The ¢lear taxts are revealed by Hiwm, with the
provision that additional laws be enactei by the fouse of Jugtits.. -
These days Te the days of teaching the Causes of God, days of the promo-
tion of the Word of god..Any other thougkt is fx u.tlcss. We must lay
agide all extrareous ldeas which are not of immediate benefit.. All these
Plang will appear imnthe wmost perfeot Lorxm. in their .proper ceason. This
is the day of the diffvaeion of the Fragrances of God, the day of Ve
sal fLiove, the day of severancs, the day -of self~sacrifice, the day of
aitraction; the day of enkindlement, the day of servioe, and the day

Ahmnd cohrab.
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Lehai Nest, iount Caruel, Feifa,
Syria, April lg, 1914.

Dear Priancs;-

Uhile the last party of the Bahai stuenis arrived to-day,

about twelve pilgrims, including ¥. B. Vakil, of Sural, anc

sayad llustefa, of Rangoon, departed for India and Egypt. The
Beloved of our hearts received the stucents this morning, soon
after their arrival, anu only with @ few weris of love anc kind-
ness welcomed them to ifount Carmel anu encouragec them in the study
of civine sciences an¢ knowledges. “Divine Leience®, he said,
"spells the well-teing of humanity. It exalts the spiritual

station of wan and reveals to him the iysteries of the Kinguom

of God." Then hir: ani sirs. Holbach were fortunaie enough to stay
in his Presence for more than one hour. Sweetly and kindly he
conversea with thew on many topics, especially atout their plans
for the summer. For the next few days, they are going to live
in the German Hospice on the very top of Wount Carmel, and you

will have & most charming, uninterrunted view of all the surrounc-
ing sea anc¢ country. Afterwards, they will take a short ocean trip

to one of the near Last Islancs, and return again to Haifa after
& month. - -

. Then the landew was btrought out, ana the iHaster roce away

in it. As it was Lunday, he paic & call on Ir. Coles, of the
English Hospital. Uhile he was in the Grawing-room, he looksc out
of the windosw and saw ik{r. Shirazi coming out of the Chapel adjoin-
ing the Dispensary. &ir. Chirazi had accompanied iirs, Holbach, be-
cause she was cesirous to.khow to the church authorities that the
Lehais are free from any religicus prejucice. The BLelovec called
Mr. Shirazi to come up and act for him as interpreter. Those who
were present were aadressec on the sutject of science anc religion.
He said that religion must ever becoue the cause of amity ana love,
otherwise irreligion is better; end science at the samem time must
be the means of human progress ant enlightenment.” If science

creates deadly weapons for human slaughter and degtructiomn, it is
- worse then ignorance, jr. Lhirazi told we it was a zreat and mys-

tical céincident that while the ilaster was sittin%iin the parlor,
in the adjoining chapel they were singing hymns alqut.the coming

of the Uon in the Glory of ihe Father, : 1

About 4 P.if. our best beloved called into his Presence the
pilgrims who were going to depart for Incia. Tea was servec to
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them by the faithful Basheer, The llaster wes in good humor and ask-
ed in a playful tone from our brother Vakil, "fhat wilt thou say

to thy Father if he asks thee; 'Ghy didst thou cross the gcesn in
defiance our caste ‘laws?' - - - Say to him: 'l desire to sail over
the seven oceans of life.' - - After a few moments of silence,

he deliverec the following tetk: -~ -

“Although the religiens.of God undergo ghange and transbor-
mation, yet the primal objects.are iwautable. The original aim of
the divine religion is the moral :instruction of the worl: of human-
ity the-Eerfection;jtbe-illumination_and the spirituslity of the
world of humenity. These are some of the things that are not
changed, are not abrogatec ant re-occur in every religion, no mat-
ter Lov uch enveloped theyuay ve by outwarc €ogmas, These are

e unutterec aspirations of every religious aman. The prevalent
notion timt the religions of the past have set aside anc abolished
each other, 'is a sreat mistake, .gonsider how the priaal objects
of all the zreat religions are half forgotten and very dimly remem-
bered. The fabric of so=-celled organized religions is crumbling
ana totteriny into ruin. They are holding fast to & set of dogmat-
ic articles and ceremonial rituals which are as fer from religioen
as the heaven i3 remote from the earth. Once upon a time this re-
ligion (Christianity, was like a cemely youtk, overflowing with
vital force. The youth was in the utmosi freshness and chara,
saorned with infinite virtues and attuned with music of vigor end
health., But now he is stricken with ola age, His eyes are dimmed,
his eaprs co not hear, his feet are paralyzed, his hands are weak,
his ghysical forces are exhaustec. He is afflictec with senility
and dotage.. Or this tree was once young ana su?ple; Its Lranches
vere green,: The fowls of the earth lodged in its twigs and tuilt
their nests. It hes grown and ceveloped anc brought forth much
lugcious fruits. Now it has grown hoary with age, it is cecayed
and rottenness has overtaken 1i{: Then suddenly the gardner appears
- on the scene, cuts a green branch from the ‘saime {ree, and planis it

again in a Erep@re& soil. It starts its upward growth until it
f1lls the place of its parent stock. Now this tree is the same old
tree, only renewed, Dut thosé people who have grown too old to
uncerstan. the real situation, holu fast to the rotten root and
shut their eyes to the besuty enu elegance of the new tree. Now
is the time for the planting of the new tress. God willing, you
will become assisted. in this glorious service so that again this
New Tree of the same ola religion of God may grow and eattain to
the stage of fruition. L
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“Aside from these remerks, there are many distinctly new
teachings in the Bahai Revelation that camnot be founc in the for- -
mer Dispensations. (Here Lo mentioned a number of Bakai Princi-
ples, and then continued;; " All thess universal precepts are not
found in the Dooks of other religigns, it the moral anc spiritual
" teachings of past religions are fully embodied in this Cause. When
all the great principals of gahatot}leh are fully put into prac-
tice, then their lLeneficial results will tecome apparent. .His Hol-
iness Eaha'o'llal. has crowned your heads with such a shining dia-
dem, the scintillating jewels .of which will shine upon a1l future
cycles and ages., - I hope that each one of you will become the
cause o§ the vivification of innuumerable souls, strengthen the
orizinal basis of the Divine Heligions, quicken the dead bLodies
witi the New Spirit, and bring out of the towmbs of negligence these
heedless souls. uay you ueliver mankind from the ¢azrkness of pre-
{udices and fanaticisim!. lLiay you guide them into the realm of
. lights! Do ye not tonsicer vour own ability. Rely upon the power
of the (onfirmation of the Blessec Perfection. The assistance of

bBaka'c'llak is creative anc dynamic. « - - '] expact to hear good
news frow you. 1 hope ihe dnhabitants of Inuia umay bear testimony
when they ook into wour raciant faces upon your return, that you
have carrie¢ back & heavenly reality, 2 civine spirituaiity, and
2 holy attraction; that you have returned from the Holy Threshold
witk wonterful, precious gifts of the Kingdow! iiay they testify
that your conduct, your {eeds, your behaviors, are reflecting the
-rays of the Sun of Reality! u8y you .te like unto those souls who,
parched with thirst, have attaineu to the source of the Pountain
of life and having urank weeply, fill their jars and return to
those who are waitin%; ey you be like caﬁdies ignited with the
Fire of the Love of God! * . o

Then he tade farewell to every one, anc ewmbracea all af-
fectionately, Geveral Tablets were sent with them for the believ-
ers in Incia.  ~Qur dear brothers left us, but we shall ever re-
member thew' Farewell, my -brother Vakil! Thou hest a strong
faith ani & heart filled with the Glory of the Lord! And thou, my
brother ifostafa! Thou art & shining star of guidance in the heaven
of Incial. usiay God protect thee and Lring thee safely to thy dear

homes?! . o
 Ahmad ‘Sohrab. |

- Yo - -~



Bahai Yest, Mount- Caxmel Haifa, Syria,
lpril 20. 1914.

Dear Friende'

For more than two hours, Mr. Shirezi and two other Bahails
from Persia had the inestimable privilege of sitting in the
Presence ¢f our Lord this morning. When they came out of his
blessed rToom, they were beaming with joy and their faces wers
wreathed with heavenly smiles. They had -found the time and op-

. portunity to present to the Beloved all their petitions, and re-

ceived verbal answers. Mr, Shirazi was, however, the happiest
man, because the Master had written ai his request a Tablet for
Prof. Hatchand M. Gurbaxani, of the Oriental Institute of Karachi,
who happens to be a special friend of his and a2 man wide in oul-

ture and personal) influence. The translation of the Tablet is
as followa: <’ '

70 thou wise teasher ! The Breeze of Providence wafts from
the direction of the rose-garden of Reality, bestowing joy and
happiness upon the adepts. The Sun of the Divine World hath
dawned from the horizon of the termperate, Spring equinox,, resur-
recting into new life the oountries of the Orient and the Ooci-
dent.. The mountains and prairies of the Ideal world are adorned

- with green and verdant vegetation., The trees of the Temples of

humenity are olothed with the garments of Ne# Bestowals and be-
gemmed with new blossoms and fruits. A most tremendous stir or
motion is witnessed in the world of oreation. All the phenomena
are in the process of reformation and regeneration, and all the

- 8reatures are chanting the verses of oneness with their tongues

of consciousness and reality. Therefore we must ocoupy our time
with extolling and lauding the Glorious Lord for He hath illumin-

~ed this Wonderful, New Century with refulgent rays and splendors ..

of the heavenly Sun% Upon thee be greeting and praise.
, (Signed) Abdul Baha Ab‘o&s.

The Master foretold many splritual victories to be won in
the Province of Sind, India, and commanded ¥r. Shirazi to devote
as much time as he sould spare to the spresading of the Cause in
that section of India, and invited Mrs Getsinger to deliver
lectures before the people."

Another Tablet was reVealed for another pilgrim, by the name
of Mirza Assadollah, & fine photographer who desired to go ¥o
Mazanderan and take piotures of the ruined palace of Baha'o'llah
and other historiocal piaxemxx localities frequented by Him. The
Beloved gave a most vivid desoription 6f the palase and its
architeocture, with' its numerous halls and rooms and gardens. I
was going to write it down, but he stopped me. TLaughingly he
said: "I am afraid if I breathe Mixza Ahmad will write it down.”
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In the afternoon, numexous Tablets were dioctated to Ehougl
Effendi for the old and new .believers in India. In the evening
two Carmelite Monks oalled on the Master, to receive a permit t0
hold a picnic party tomerrow in the Garden of Rizwan. The pionio
is arranged for their little pupils, bhoys and girls. The Haster
gave the permission with the utmost pgleasure, and wished them a
very good time. Before sun-set he took a long walk, followed by
Shougi Effendi, and when he returned, all the’ pllgrims were stand-
ing in a long row to welcome him. As he passed by, he spoke a
few words with eaoh and distributed amongst them a bouquet of
flowers which he carried in his hand.

‘The o¢ity of Abade has hundreds of believers, and the following
Tablet was revealed for them the other day:-

"0 ye friends of God and the mald-servanta of God !

Praise be to God that during the season of the leine
Spring and the time of meroiful rejuvenation in which the Breath
of Eternal Life is breathed in the radiant entit1983 ye are en-
listed under the Flag of 'Ya Baha El Abha ! ' and like unta the
birds of the meadowe, perched upon the branches of pines and
cypresses, ye are engaged in the glorification and praise of the
Clement Lord with the most rapturous melodies, Ye are intoxicated
with the Wine of Truth and are joyous in the garden of His Highness
the One. Ye are e¢lad with the royal Robe of Guidance and are
overshadowed with the outstretehing Bounty of His Highness Baha'ol-
llah. Ye have shut your ears to the c¢roaking of orows and ravens,
and are rejoiced and exhilarated with the songs of the warbler of
the rose-garden and the meadow. ¥Yeé have heard the harmony of the
Supreme Conoourse and listened to the glad songs of the nightingale
of the orchard of guidance. Ye received a share and a portion
from the heavenly Food, and became associated and pariners in the
outpouring of the Klngdam of Anha ! This is the Most Great Favor and
Grace which has surrounded the people of Baha ! . Consequnetly, with
infinite joy and happineass, fedloity and delight, engage your time
in thanking the Lord for these Divine Bestowals; thus may we ful-
i1l the reality of the haly verse: 'If you praise the Loxd for
His Bleeslngs unto you. He w1ll increaee tbem.%orreepondlngly.

Upon ye bve Baha El Abha
T (Signed) “Abdul Baha Abbas.®

The following prayer is revealed for the believers of a
small véllage ‘.




B

"0 Goed ! O God ! These are Thy servants who are attracte
ed to Thy Kingdom of RBeauty, yearning after the lights of Thy
Heeting, suprlicating towards Thee by day and by night. They are
advanoing towards Thee with hearts, flowing tears, shining faces,
'brilliant es and longing countenances fowards tlhe Realm of Thy
Glory ! Loxd ! Proteet them from the hosts of aberration;
immerae them in the sea of humility and submissiveness, MNMake
them the fountains of guidance, the glowing lamps in the daxk
nights, the ceaming and twinkling stars and the army defeating
the battalions of ignorance and prejudicey; Verily, Thou art
able to d.o mtsoever ?hou Willeat

~ (Signed} "Abdul Baha Abbas.

Ahmad Bohrab.
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Bahai 1¢eet, Mount~Carmel, Haifa,Byria,
- Aprll 21, 1014,

Dear Priends: -

This is the glorious day of the Feast of Rizwan, the day in
which the Manifestation of God, Baha'o!llah, proclaimed His lission
of Universal Peacé and tbe,brotherhood of man, to a few of Fis fol-
lowers in the Gaxden, outside of Bagdad, meny years ago. This is
the day in which the fountain of the Water of Life gushed forth, the
¢lear, orystalliine water of Divine Teachings ! This is the day in
thich the Voice of the Lord of mankind was raised betwixt the heava

-en and the earth. This is the day in which the Creator of the

world ignited the Tyurch of Keavenly Guidance ! This is the day in

" which the rays of the Sun of ‘Reality flooded all the regions with

the effulgence of Love and fellowship ! This is the day in which the
foundation of the golden palace of the good-wil toward all men was
firmly laid ! This is the day in which all the heavy-laden and
sore~footed travellexs were liberated, hecause the proclamation
of the spiritual freedom was issued from the Supreme Pen ! This is
the day in whieh the human rase received a4 mighty downpouring of
the Grases of the Holy Bpirit ! This is the day in which the roses
of revelation bloomed forth and the violets of spiritual principles
spread their fragrances to all parts of the world, All the pil-
grims are rejoicing because they are privileged to be on Mount
Carmel on this day of days, and stand in the ;- Foly Presence of
Abdul Baha.

From early morning the believers were singing songs of
gladneas, and descended the Hountain with happy hearts. They were
divided into meny loving groups in the garden of the Eeloved, and
conversed together on the great blessings of this Pay. For the
last few days, it has often rained, and to-day the clouds were
gathering in the sky and promised oocaaional tain showers, ALl
morning we sat and walked 1n the garden with the hope of seeing the
Beloved. Then we heard that our brother Mirza Ali Akbar, of Russia,
would give a tea in the afternoon, and the Master would be there.
After our lunch, the carriage was prepared, and it was about two
o'olook when the Beloved came out 0f the house and rode away to-
ward the tomb of the Bab.,  Another carriage appeared right aftex’
it, with a nunber of believars, driving in the same direction.

They invited me to join them, as they had an empty Beat. Thus

our carriage followed that of our Lord until we reashed the Avenue
leading to the tomb, Fere he asked otbers to alight from the car-
riage, and ordered Isfandeyar to drive towards the topr, to return
after one hour. We gathered in the reception room. Many people
were there., The women were also invited, and held a separate
meeting in the next »oom.. The table was covered with large trays
of oranges, cakes, Persian "Baglava", It was decorated with out

roses and looked most charming, The wind started its furious
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howling, and suddenly the sky poured down a storm of hail, making
the mountain white, but it passed very quickly and left the air
fresh. Seldom has the Mountain of God looked so luxuriantly
green ant fascinating ! Verdant esplanades and charming cascades
of green traots are seen from afar, lending beauty to the scene
and purity to the atmosphere. After awhileé it was reported that
the lYaster was coming. I ran out and climbed a hill which was
near the Tomb. Far, far away in the blue horizon, in the road
winding in and out through the green woods, the Beloved's carriage
appeared, like a white chariot, emerging out of remote, emerald
island in the midst of the ocean, or coming out of the clear blue
heights ! Little by little it came nearer and nearer, and finally
it stopped and the Lord alighted. With a radiant face and luminous
countenance he approached me. I mavdedyx bowed down as he pagsed
by, and I will oherish in the secret chamber of my heart his
gracious smile and -loving "Marhaba 1"

As he entered the roon ‘all the believers arose from their
seats. Our roet, “Andeleeb", had composed a poem on this Feast
of Rizwan, and Mirza Ali Akbar Rafsanjany sang it with much feeling
and artistic temperament and appreciation in the Presence of our
Loxd, Then the Tablet to the American bhelievers regarding his own
station was read by Sheikh Moharmed Ali. Then he spoke about some
of the interesting events of the Cause in Adrianople and Acoca ! The
recounting of the stories was brought to his mind by the falling
of the hail and rain. Towards the end, he said:- waving his hand
toward the mountain: . ' '

"l had a wonderful ride over the lountain. It hailed and
rained and the wind blew furiously, and I enjoyed it so much !"

After the talk, he distributed with his own hand aranges and can-
dies to all the Bahais. The meeting being over, we resorted to

‘the Holy Tomb. Miss Sanderson and lres. Hoagg represented in the
spiritual sense the Western Bahais. They were the only women among
all these Oriental brothers to join together in the spirit of wor-
ship at the Holy Threshold of the One who heralded the coming of a
greater than himself. Abdul Baha asked all the believers to go to
the front, and he himsgelf stocd at the doorwaj in the utmost state of
humility and prayerfulnese.

As soon as the Haater rode away, the great downpour of rain
‘8started again. The Bay became very rough and the shoxe as far as
the eyes could see, was a picture of laughing, dancing, white
waves ! I hurried to my own safe Nest, and from the guiet porch
watshed the wild, entrancing scene of nature spread before me. It
was one of the most gorgeous and grand scenes that I have ever wit-
nesgsed ! Right before my eyes, a great perpendicular rainbow of
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of prismatic oolors arched the sky. The lower end touching the
edge of the sea--Bhore, its masny colors, blending with the pearly
waves, and the upper end lost in the blue clouds of the sky. It
was a most wonderful sight, a day-dream of fairy-land ! As I stood
there watehing, tle lower end little by little vanished and the
.rest, like a straight line, remained unohanged for a long time.
Thus betwixt the heaven and the earth, this gleaning, jewelled
sword of many oclors stood for a few moments as a renewed sign of
Divine Covenant between man and God, filling the heart and the
mind ‘with epiritual longings for the unattainable. . .

Ahmad Sohrab.
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Home of Baha'o'llah, Aoca, Syria,
© 7 aprid 22, 1914.

Tezr Friends:-

Our celebration of the Feast of Rizwan would not have been com-
plete without at least spending a few days in Acoa, ‘and nnder the
roof ol trhe Home of Baha'o!llah, This.is just-the right season--
the searon of roses and spiritual motiun, the time of rejoising
and hapry memories. ‘The Master is feeling well, the Bahais are
working all over the world for the promotion of the Woxrd of God.

The Bounties of the Lord are spreading bvefore us; the Favors of
the HMerciful are inexhaustlble and the sea of D1v1ne Revelation
is in agitation.

Last night four pilgrims'airived froum India, and the Haster
received them in his drawing-room. After welcoming them, he spoke

to them briefly. The contents of his talk may be taken as a Rizwan
liessage to the Bahai world:-

"Praise be to God, the news received from all parts of the
world indicates the faot that the believers of God are striving in
the promulgation of the Cause of God., To-day honor and vietory
are destined for that soul who has freed himself from every thought
and is engaged in the exaltation of the Word of God and the diffu-
sion of the Fragrances of God, This is the season of seed-sowing.
Whosoever scattereth the seeds will gather many harvests. To-day
the matter of conveying the Message is succesaful or confirmed,

For example -during the season of seed-sowing the matter of plough-
ing and planting is successful and not harvesting and crop-gather-
ing. We must, all of us oleanse and purify the mirrors of ouxr
hearts from every 1magirat10n and idea, and day and night swmion
mankind to the Kingdom of 'God and raise the cry of 'Ya Baha Il
Abha !' Then you will observe what a world-stirring resurreoction
and revival is set up and how the stupendcus power of the Cause of
God has beszome manifest and evident. To-day the nmatter of teaching
i8 incumbent and obligatory upon all the believers--men and women.
Bor this season, aAbdul Baha, notwithstanding the infirmity, weak~
nees and indisyposition of the rhysical body, begged mwi ypermission
and consent spiritually from the Holy Threshold and 'supplicated
confirmation and assistance, and then hastened towards the empires
of the far West. XYe sought rest neither by cay nor by night. He
longed for no oomfort and yearned after no composurs. Although
often he was unwell and many a night he suffered inspmnia or was
rassing through a fGVer, yet he would present himself hefore great
Conventions and raised the v01ce of Ya Baha El Avha !in big cliurch-
8. . .

tow my utmost hope is that'through the Favor and Bounty of
the Blessed Perfestion, I may- again with infinite detachment turn
my face toward another direction; that I may .cry out till my very
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last breath and through the Music of the: ‘Bupreme Conoourse I may
invite the people of the world to the Kingdom of Abha. Pray that
perchance this most great Bestowal be revealsd and this weak body. and
meek spitit be assisted to turn the face toward the Kingdom of

Abha while welking in the path of the Blessed Perfection and drink-
- ing the chalice of martyrdom in the city:of sacrifice--~ thus the
end of my life may be perfumed with the fragrance of the musk ! "

*When I awcke this morning, a heavy rain was falling, and it
continucd for morec than one hcur. Therd:was a dark mist all over
the Mouatain, and the Bay was enveloped by it. We knew yestierday
that the liaster of Wisdom is going to Acca to-day, but when I looked
at the rain and the £og, I asked myself: He will surely not go in
this weather ! After an hour the rain stoprped and the elouds vanish-~
ed. Like any other day, I took my papers and descended the Moun-
tain. From afar I saw the carriage waiting at the gate, and when
I arrived near Khosro told me that the Master was going to Anca.

Not having any time to go up the Mountain and take a few necessary
objects, I stood 'ready for his command, - After a few minutes he
descended the stairs and walked straight toward the carriage. Mirza
Jalal and Khosro joined him, and as I stood there waiting he called
aloud my name: "Come up, erza Ahmad ! Where art thou?"

- The two bellevers from Neireez had arranged to give a tea in
Banajee this afternoon, s0 all the pilgrims were invited, When the. - -
Master's carriage arrlved at the station, they had already taken
their seats in the train. We bought our tickets and Joined the
friends., All the people in the station, both strangers and natives,
showed the greatest amount of respeot toward the Beloved as he pass-
ed by through the crowd, When the train started for Agca, the
Master came out and stood in the passage to wateh the long range of
the Mountain and the plain covered with verdure. I heard him talke-
ing with much interest with an Arab about the land valuation and the
high cost of living, and oconsequently I joined him., Suddenly he
turned his face to me, and smilingly said: "Who hath said that
wherever I go thou st follow me? Hast thou become my shadow? Is
it not more than itwo years that thou hast been accompanying me?

What has thou done that thou must travel with me all the time??®
I.said: "I have done nothing and am not good enough to be with the
Best Beloved even fer a second., I am not worthy of Thy Bestowals.
Thy Bounty and Favor have chosen this broken vessel, this shattered
instrument. - I only pray to be given the capacity and ability to
wnderstand and appreciate the value ¢f these heavenly Graces."
When we arrived at the station, there were none of the believers

to welcome us, because the Beloved had sent word last night that
they must not come. Instead of going to the Fouse, he rode on the
donkey to Bahajee, The pilgrims walked after him. Xhosro went to
town to prepare the lunch. On the way to Bahajee, we were soaked
with a big shower which lasted several minutesy
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As soon as we reached the home of Aga Sayad Ali Afnan, the
Magter took off his Aba t0o have it dried in the sun, and then went
in to rest. All the pilgrims gathered in the Guest FHouse and con-
menced to chant the special Tablet for the Rizwan, known as "The
Sun of the Words.". . The plain of Bahajee was a maas of verdume
and flowers, White and yellow daisies and red anemones had trans-
formed the vountry into silvery, golden and ruby colors, A more
beautiful sight of nature one could hardly see anywhere ! The sun
was now shining in its ancient glory, and the believers ocams out of
the rest house and were divided into different groups. One group
was Binging Bahai poems, another chanting Tablets; ane conversing
on the high themes of the spirit, and one reoalllng the days when
the 3lessod Perfection pitched the tent of ‘brotherhocd nearby, and
the people were ushered under its shade to learn frcm Him the path .

- of truth and rzghteousness.

Vhile we were eating;our lunch around a large table, the Mas-
ter entered the room, and wanted to know whether we have had enough
to eat. Then he ascended the 0ld rickety stairs to his own little
room on the roof. Having finished our lunch, we came out into the
garden and the Beloved, hearing our footsteps, left his room and
stood at the top of the stairs. Witk his white, o¢ream overcoat, and
his long, white locks falling on his shoulders, and his white beaxd,
he looked exactly like the archangel descended from heaven and sud-

denly revealing himself t0 the astonished world. 8Standing thus, he
commenced to speak: . '

“In the neighborhood of Bagdad, there lived a man and a Bahai
by the name of Mohammed !the thorn-picker'. He lived about twenty-
one miles away from the city. Once he invited me and a number of
other believers to his home. In order to cover this long distance
on foot, we started at mid-night and arrived there hefore noon,
tired and exhausted. His .establishment consisted of a smull bamboo
hut. Outsidé the sun shone brightly and the desert sun was hot.

We all crowded into this little hut, and the warm hospitality of

our host made us forget the heat. HKHe ordered his wife to prepare
the lunch, 'On my eyes, my lord', she said cheerfully. From the
center of the hut she brought forth a few handfuls of flour, Ske
kneaded it into dough. Then she added two dates to it and made it
into & round thing like a hard cannon-skell., In the midst of the
hut there was a rrimitive earthen oven. She made a fire witk thorns
and drew the cannon-ball into the center of the oven to be cocked.

From g human standpoint, we gould not stand the heat of the Arabian
desert nor the heat inside the bamboo hut, dbut making light of it,

we chanted Tablets, sang Bahai songs, and did not mind the natural
disoomforts. After an hour, the woman took out of the blazing fire
this bomb-shell, placed it on a round tray, ocut it inte two pieces
and set it before us with natural grace. Our lunch consisted of this
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half-cooked, black dough. There were no spoons, so Wwe ate it with
our fingers. A similar dinner was preparzsd for us for the evening,
and after eating, we bade our.kind and genial hest farewell and
started homeward. Beczuse Mohammed, 'the thorn-pickex! was.the
fiame of tlie Love of God, the relish of his food ie yet in my taste.
I have attended many large Yanguets and parteken of various dishes,

but this was better than all of them. I have not forgotten and will
never forget it."

- At half past two we atarted toward the Holy Tomb. The Master
was thexre. He ano;nted evary ong with roce waler, and afterwards
chanted in a low sweet voice, the Visiting Tablet. After this, he
walked to the guest Home, and with his own blessed hand distribut-
ed oranges and bon-bons, Then, followed by all the believers, he
visited the Tomb of the Great Afnan, not very far away; and ordered
the construction of the grave of Mirza Aga Jan. ™Whatever he did
towards me duvring his life-time, I have forgiven him, I hopse,
through the Iavors of the. B‘essed Perfecticn, he may be submerged
in the sea of His Fox g;venesa" Fe asked all the pilgrims to re-
turn, and that he would return in a day or two. .Tie rrde then on
the donkey, and ordered us t¢ ride in the carriage. In half an hour,
we were all agin in the Blessed Kome, In the evening, he celled
all the believers to his room, ¥e was fatigued, and thercfcre was
reclining on the divan. The 0ld believers tell me that this wus
exactly similar to those days when Baha'o'llah was living, The
Beloved was sitting in the same place that Kis Great Father used to
g8it when He received the friends. He gave an informal, intimate
talk, relating a number of historical events that transpired in
this very room, taking us bask in imagiration to those marvelous
days of the Manifestation. . Afterwards., a number of the officials

called to pay their respects to arbas Effendl, the frlend of the
Poor RAR and oppressed.

. Ah.mad Sohra'b..
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ﬁome of Baha'o'llah, Acca, fyria,
&pril 25.,3014.

Tear Friends:

The Iiiet visitors of the mrrnﬁng were Abul Gasom and Aga
Mehdi emexn bringinz darge and smell boquets of flowsrs to devorate.
tre recspiion zoom of their King ani Psloved, Knewing my great ~
love for roses, trey had not forgotiten me, and s0 I received from

each & token of Banal friendship and brotherly love, Whilc look-

ing at the wonderful flowers from the Riswan on these Rizwan days,
I am writing tn you witkh a hear nverflowing with the love of eaoh.
Th3sc are deys of rejoicing and mervy.making and the Bahais, no
matter in what part of the world they happen to be, should ve
hapry and try to make other hearts happy,

Last night I stayed in the house of Aga Hossein Ashjee, and he
and hic son did everything possible to make me corfortable and wel-
come. Whnenever a new riigrim comes to Asce, there is alwuys a
happy rivalry and disomssion ammongst the resident believers as to
who is going to entertain him, The spiri¥ of kindliness fowards
each other end hospitality towards the guest is highly doveloped
amongst then. With any cne o9F them you feel perfecily at homne. |
There is no ocarping eriticism, no braggadoecio, no ornamental, self-
protruding vrrstensions, £11 that oie gan cee in then is a deep
feeling oi revexence for the celestial spark of goodness anrd wis-
dom which shines brightly amonget thsm. This "Reverence and Wicdom"
in the inspired words of an_English aguthor, is: "A cheering proof,
in a time which else utterly wanted ard svill weats. cuch, that
living wisdomn 18 quite infianitely precious to men, is the syubol of
the Godlike to kim, whish even weak eyes may Giscern; that Loryalty,
Disciplechip, all that wns ever meant by Hero-Wb;ship, lives peran-
nialily in the human bosom, and awaits, cven in these dead days, only

for occasions to unfold it, and inspire all men with it, and meke
again the world alive.®

This morning the Master received the people in his own roon,
not ocoming down on account of his fatigue, Before noon, Ahmad
Yazdi, and his brother Mirza Ali Akbar, of Russia, arrived from
Faifa, and as the Master had just gone 8ut to return a few calls,
they had to wait for his coming. They had brought three Abas to be
given away by him as presents t0o whomsoever he deems necessary. After
his arrival, he ocalled them immediately into his preseunce and had
a long talk with them, after which they rode in the Belpved's car-
riage t0 Bahajee to visit the Tomb.

<

Many newspaper articles and letters are being regeived from
India, giving the news of the spread of the Causs and the exocellent .
work aocompllshed by our Westexn friends. Euch good letters were
Teoeived this morning and. their cortents made the Bsloved very
happy. When Ahmad Yazdi and others returned, the Master called all
of us into his room. He asked about the bellevers of Q?kou, and

B
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Mirza Ali Akbar reported prograas-and union. - "The belisvers of '
God", he said, "must unite their scattered forses and then teach.-the
Causs. The uppermoat thought in the mind of every Bahai must be
union and then progress. 'Union of the friends, progress of the
Causet, muet be the motto of every man and woman in this Movement.®
Then he diotated Tablets in the Turkish language to the Pashas who
met in Paris. Our friends left for Haifa with the afternoon train,
and the Greatest FHoly Leaf and Mirza Hadl arrived in the evening.

&

About 8 P.M. the King of Wisdom called us all into his own -
his Father's room. There were nearly 40 of us present, and we sat
on the floor, One of the Zoroastrian bellevers tried to kiss his.
feet, This was the prelude to his talk: .

"I have often repeated that kissing the hands, the feet and
kneeling and bgwing are ptriotly forbidden in the Bahai Dispensation.
These are 0ld, archaic customs of the religious East, and .the nuoleua _
of the Vew Fumanity must throw away these swaddling-clothes, The
leaders of religlons were so bigoted and presumptuous that they awed
and forced the simple, innocent people into these spuyricus ocustoms.
These outward manners are injurious to the nobility and majestio
grandeure of the soul, They pollute the minds, degrade the lofti-
ness of ocharacters and debase the beauty of human nature: The
hearts must be united together, the souls must affiliate with each
other, All mankind must turn theilr fades to the spiritual suscep-
tibilities and conoentrate their attentions upon the emanatione of
oonsciousness. The Mohammedan Sheikhs and Ulemas who were the essen~ -
- o0es of pride and haughtiness, while walking in the streets always

had their hands out of the sleeves of their Abas, ready to be kissed
by the motley orowds, How harmful this is ! Fow harmful it is }
The deed whioh 1s conduoive to humility, meekness, submissiveness,
evanesoence, ils avoceptable t¢ Gods The action which in the leass
connotes existence, pride, self-projection, is human and not accept-
-able by the Lord of mankinds For this reason it is said: If a sin
beoomes the cause Of contrition, remorse, shame and self- reproach
and penitence, it is better than that act of worship or devotion
which would c¢reate arrogande, vainglory, vanity and self-esteem. For
then man will shun that which is evil and hold flast to that which is
goods = = = « = - Saored history records that Batan was favored at
the Threshold of God and was the teacher of the angels, and in every
.one of the seven heavens he was known by a holy name, - A8 soon as he
began to see himself, t0 think of himself, he fell., On the other
hand, although man was ocreated in the image and likeness of God and .
was destined to become the perfect, clear mirror, reflecting the rays
off divinity, he rrayed from the deapth of his heart: '0 Lord ! We are
sinners. - Enwelope us with the graces of Thy Forgiveness and illumine
us.with the light of Thy Pardon, !'- - -

Fe continued to speak, now about the incidents of the.rioh,dramatio
li®e of Baha'o'llah,again further diseoursing on the spiritual sig-
niflieances of humility and appealing to all mankind for greater tol-
erance and loving-kindnesa. In the evening the Motosarraf, the Mana-
ger of the telegraph office,and a few military men oalled on the Be~
10v9d,and atayed with him till midnight.

L cee N . . Ahmad Sohrab;
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Bahat Nest, Mount Carmel, Eaifa,Syria,
Aptil 24, 1914.

Dear Friends:

Ten minutes before we started for Kaifa, I did not know any-
thing about our departure. I thought we would stay at least foxr one
week and visiit. the Holy Threshold of Bahalotllah several times. IF
I had my own way, I would have steyed for a ionger period, but as I
am the unworihy servant of Abdul Baha, L yprefer to be with him, even
if it is in the dungeon, Don't you approve of my taste? I am sure
you do. I love and adore him, His love is all«sufficient for me.
One tiny drop of his love i3 better than seven oceans of human love.
His love is the Fire which burns away aught else save divine oconscious-
nesg, If I possesc his love, I possess everything. 1If his love has
not taken hold of my life-~though I may be the richest man 1 am ac-
counted as the poorest. If the still water of uy sea of existenne
is not kissed by the gentle falling of the rosebud of his love, mawspx
causing some perceptible ripples, then non-existenoe is better than
existence, death is better thar life, and degredation is beiter than
honcr, Idght as is the rose~leaf's kiss od his love upon the water's
© lips-- that heavenly kiss trembles, halo-wise, into a cirele, the
emblem and symbol of eyernity--immortality. Day and night I dream
¢f his sweet, matchless love~- a8 great as the universe of Gud, as
broad as sreation, ineluding all, exeluding nonej loving ail, hating
none. What dearer treasurer do I nesed in this woxrlid? What gaxden of
love is better adorned than his? The love of father and mother may
change, the affection of relatives and friends may die, but the love
of Abdul Baha is unohangeable and his affection the light of evercy
heart, Love him and you will have a safe anchor for the dark nightse
of storm and hurricane. Love him and you will gain perfent ccatrel
over the rebellious propensities of this lite, Xove nim and you will
soar towards the heaven of sanctity and chastity. Love him and you
- will become the gleaming star of the horizon of Abha !

Early in the morning, I got up out of my bead and after per-
forming my prayers and chanting supplications, we drank our tea and
then started for the FHome of -the Beloved. He was already up and call-
ing on a poor. family, A&fter his veturn, he ¢alled me to his room and
I read to him a few letters received from different parts of the
world, As he was sgitting on the divan, lost in a sea of contewmpla-
~ tion, he dictated two Tablets, one for Mrs., Stannard and another to
Hrs. Getsinger. While he was talking with me about the work in India,
- the news was brought that Mr. and Mrs. Holbach, Mirza Jalal and

Hirza Mohsen, had arrived from Haifa. and oonaequently he asked them
to enter the room. :

After lunoh Mr, and Mras, Holbach were dxiven back to Faifa in
the Beloved's carriage, They were going t¢ leave to-night for the
Island of Cypfus, t0 be away. for about six weeks, and in all probabil-
ity they will join the Master, no matter where he may be,at that time.
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Wnile I was ocoupied with my writing, I héérd the footateps of
the Beloved conming, and then he asked me whether I was ready to leave
for Falfa. I gathered my parers and started after him for the train,
Isfandeyar wag thoughtful enough to bring the carriage to the station,
and when the Master alighted from the train in Waifa he was driven
directly to the House, Mr, Shirazi was the only person who had come
to the station to welcome back the Master, The others did not know
anything about his sufden coming, All the believers and pilgrims were '’
delighted when they heard that the Master was back, and the night was
spent in soulful communion and spiritual joy. I may bring this letter
to an end by translating a portion of the talk of the beloved given
on the night of the 22nd instant, in Acca, in the room of Bahalolllah:

"In reality all my movements are fraught with danger, The Fav-
ors and Graces of the Blessed Perfection have been always with me.
Were it not for his continual protection, I would not have been living
to-day. Those souls who are enveloped with the Clouds of Divine Provie
dence are ever assisted with the Army of the Kingdom.- - During the
years that Baha'o'llah lived in Bagdad and Constantinoyle {Adrianople)
whosoever stood in His Presence and listened to Eis Wisdom, he was
impressed with His Marvellous Power and Knowledge. The Jews, the
Christians, the Zoroastrxans, and the Mohammedans found their highest
aspirations embodied in Fimes During those years that He lived in this
Home, the enemies found an opportunity to forward false reports to
Constantinople to the effect that Baha'o'llah had fled out of Syria.
This report was garbed with a semblance of credence, and reliability,
because He did not receive any stranger, neither did He leave the
house. TFrom the Sublime Porte, Ahmed Bey Tufik and Korshid Bey, a
Fungarian, the Gommander of the garrison, were commissioned to inves-~
tigate this matter, One day they came to me and asked me to arrange
an interview with Baha'o!llah for them. I told them I could not prom-
ise them, because it was beyond my jurisdiction. The Motosarraf con-
tinued his begging and importuning, but Korsheed Bey explained the
truth, viz: That because they were commanded by the authorities in Con-
stantanple to investigate this matter, they could not well disobey the
orders. "We desire", they said, %“to look only in the faoce o0f Baha'o'-
llgh, and speak with Fim a few words. That will be quite sufficient.™
I presented their petition to the Bleassed Perfection, and he appointed
an hour for their visit. When they entered the room-~this room--Baha-
to'llah was sitting here. (With his hand he showed the right side of
the divan.% Abboud was sitting near the thresheld and the two, one sat
where Mirza Tarazollah is sitting now.and the other in the opposite
corner. He cormenced then speaking to them words of welcome aud gen-
tleness, znd ordered Narguillah to be brough in, In the beginning,
theyv refused to smoke in Ris Presence, but after much insistence on
the part of Baha'o'llah, in order to obey Him, they just touched their
lips to it. After helf an hour, they retired from the room, deeply
impressed with the awe-inspiring Presence of the Blessed Perfection.
A few days after the interview, the Motidsarraf told me: 'When 1 was
in the Foly Presence, 1 lost dextxexemktrsxty myself entirely and could
not utter one word !' Korsheed Bey was also delighted with his visit.
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In this manner did Baha'o'llah associate with people, and upfaise
the Standard of the Cause of God."

It is now past mid~night, I leave my Hesat and go out on the
perch, The many millions of lightegiving, spirit-speaking stars are
shining briiliantly. 7o me they reprecent the future perrsetion of
the world oi humanity and the gloiious conswmmation of mankind. May
each individual evolve into that lofty statien dectined for him by
the Cresatox. Let us all work unceasingly for the realization of this
hope. With this thought in mind, I enter my Nest again, and fall
into the loving arms of sweet sleep.

- - @ @ @ ™ e W e W W w W
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mnnBahail Feoty.-Mount ~Carmel, “Haifa,
Syria, April 285, 1914, '

Dear Friendsd-

This was a day of glorlous sunchine and heavenly blesaings; a
day of Civine cnmpa“lcaship and caim srirituallity; a day of roseate
dregans ano sp;zlnb visiong a day of arnparens branouility and flowing
idewdis ! During the dav the Delovsd walked 20w and then in tlle rose-
gdrdenf adnining tne indinite vavieties of Zhowers, and their riotous
coloire., The walls &re a mass of red, white znd yeilow r2ses, The
garden itseld Lonks Jike a aschueres saawl or & rish Persian rug !

How he loves to walk along the pathe of this garden, adniring the mar~
velous handiworka of nature; inhaling their fragrances and translat-
ing the same fragrance into his bsealifie discourses, which are no
other than the ideal nosegays from the Paradise of Abha ! In one of
his walks before noon, mors than 30 pilgrims and Truth-seekers stood
most reverently in his presence, He was giving to them one of his
philosophic talks on the perennial virtues and transient defects of
the werld of humanity, when a copy of the Calocutta magazine, “The
Empress" of the current month, was put into my hand. Opening it, I
saw an illustreted article on “The Bzhai Movement of ‘Persia, its .
Universal Aspeet®, written by Mrs. 7, Stannaszd. My face was bright-
ened with inﬁerest and I cshowed it to the Master., Poritions of it
were translated ¢ him, and he listened vexy attentively. "Praise
be 40 God !" he saild, "that Mrs. Stannard is confirmed. 8he has
created a whirl of intérest in the Indian press, At present a spir-
itual revolution is started by her,: ‘A resurrection is set up. 3Bravo,
Mrs. Stannard ! She has ighited the Press of India with the luminous.
toreh of guldance: I announce to her the glad-tidings that greater
and ur¥ more universal confirmations will descend upon her. The
quick motion of the spirit, the Urge of the Ineffao.e, has encircled
her. She is the emhodiment of goodness, DTay and night she is striv-
ing., BShe is not tninklng of her rest and comfort, but she is engaged
in the service of the oncoming Kingdom of Cekvstlaa protherhood.

Truly I say she has no other wish save devoting her entire time to .
the service of the worl od humanity." _

The friends and readers will be interested if I quote here-
in a few extracts from her recent letters, as well as articles. She
says: "Caloutta or rather Bengal is the train of India without
dodbt and the edusational and religious socisiies aré numerous, At .
first I had great difficulties, owing to Ilndzng no one Jree encugh
to help me.- - - Since ten days, however, things axe much better,and
I sve my road quite clear. I have uzade sowe most impoxtant aoqualnt—
anaes amongst the religious noteble people and Illustrated Papers and
Hindu Magazines will take all sxtisles I want, I have reproduced
Abdul Baha's pieture in two of the most splendid Magazines., - - ~ An-
other great man, perhaps the greatest in India, iz the Bergalio poet
Rabinderanath Tagore., I sent him a letter of introduction from Six
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Richard Stapaley of London, and he asked.me to meet his school col-
ony in the oountry, some three hours from Caloutta. I had a most
beautiful time. His institution is poetic iin the extreme, situated
in the heart of a most bheautiful country. He is a genuine and beauti-
ful picture himself, You will know that he won the Nobel Prize for
literature, All his money goe® into ¥his fine educational scheme of
his, Te is an intensely learned and spiritual soul, and a good
friend to the Bahai Movement. He much wished to meet Abdul Baha in
America, but was not able. On the next morning of my arrival he sent
for ne to attend the Divine Service held for the boys. This he c¢on-
ducted himself and gave them one of his beautiful, philosophical dis- i
courses. All the buildings of the schools are like thatched cottage !
bungalows under various trees and distributed over large areas of
ground., I had a one room cottage to myself. Oh !lthe peace and the
beauty of that prlace } I felt as if I had come into a spiritual ocasis
after the noise and heat of Calcutta. Well,: that wonderful morning
he eonducted me to a place under the shade of a great spreading tree
where all his students and staff were seated on the ground. The
poet himself took a front seat on the ground in front of the table

at which I was to sit and speak:s It was a charming picture in front
of me., Then as simply .and spiritually as possible I told them of the
Bahai Movement, its sufferings and its teachings. I told them about
Abdul Baha's vlszt to London straight from the prisen of Acca, and

as he stood on the pulpit of the City Temple ‘and realized the great
Unity between the-East and the West by his presence in that relig-
ious gathering, Also that the great priV11ege of meeting them( the
spiritual friends and truth-seekers) here in the Poet's beautiful
home, was a blessing accorded me from the Almighty God to onoce dbring
greetings between East and West. It was a wonderful morning indeed !
Vhen I finished, all flocked around me to see the portrait of Abdul
Baha, and the Poet himeelf asked if he might have one. He is a
genius, truly under the shadow I fleel of Baha'o'llah. And oh ! I
can just see the dear Master walking abéut this place; if ever he
comes to India he will love it,- - - Upon my return from the Poet's
cornex', I was engaged to lecture at an important place. I have now
struek upon the bhest center for Bahail support and work. When I
lectured, some of the 0ld philosophere --perhaps 20-- were seated on
a carpet around the pulpit. The body of the hall was filled by some
300 student-men; in the galleries were ladies behind Purdah., I gave
a rousing speech, quoted Windu words and some of Abdul Baha's talks,
but I took them through the whole thing from a little history to the
final condition,- - - Bramo Hindus are all really Bahaig in ideals,
their various associations are founded by real saintly pioneer *eform-
ers and I lock upon them all as inspired BahaifLights. They arc
working out their principles. - - - That night a great power ssemed
helping me, and I went on in a flow of proof and demonstration for
an hour and a half. They were almost wildly excited afterwards. The
0ld men clamored for leaflets I have had printed, and the interest
was intense. I had a greatly loved religious philosopher in the
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chair, and he asked me to come and give another talk next day and
answer queations.,- -~ -Here a8 in Bonbay ped¢ple threw themselves on
the literature, and dozens of hands olamored to hold the portrait of
Abdul Baha, There was an especially keen, ©0ld chap who took and ran
away with it. The temptation to have possession seems to seize sone
of them. I sent a student to him, however, the next day, to have it
back, with the result that the young man haa begged me to put Abdul
Baha’a picture in a paper. It is extraordinary-<but this happened
in Bombay~~ & man tore it from nmy grasp in a orowd and fled away with
it as a sort of prdcious jewel, and I never got it back.- - Englishe.
speaking, Hindu religious reformers here seem quite astounded when =™
they realize the great Revelation of Baha'o'llah to the world and how
they, for the last fifty years, have been trying to work out, under
difficulties, this very same idea. They are realizing that indeed it
is true how great is this new Cyocle in that the world seems to be
working out the same progress.- - - Well, there are many people here tia
who will be most sager to see Abdul Baha. I bhelieve. if only all ocan
be arranged the Master would have hosts of Exriamix followers. A very
intelligent Hindu Brahman came to see me and said: India is ready
for some great man, a leader, Once the Master comes, there will be
a great spiritual revival.- - -The women are advancing and they would
gladly take up these teachings.®

In another letter to the Beloved, she writes, alsc from Cal.
cutta: "I have been very well ooccupied here and am now meeting some
of the leading Societies and thinkers: All are in the advanced
groups getting very interested. - « - -The various Sosieties of
Bramo-Somaj are the true channels for the Bahai teachings. - - -Cal-
cutta is very learned and a busy ocenter, and therefore more diffi-
cult to impress than Bombay. Since all are learned and religious,
we have to preach love and unity as you did in the West; but abhove
all, I show them the wonderful, practiocal working side of Baha'oc'-
llah's eternal Revelation; how these laws must uplift countries and
they are then very much pleagsed. You will bhe grdatly followed and
respected here, dear Lord. All are saying to me: Will he not come?
We want a Leader, a Supreme Teaoher, and if he comes we shall all
- know and feel His Spirit. A good Brahman -came t¢ see me, and he said:
We are under foolish rituals and dogmas whioch hamper our growih and
yrogress., If someone came whose spirit we felt, we would all turn to
him, ¥ow that they are beginning to hear my 1ectures .my work is
greatly advancing.=- -« « They are so afraid of getting caught again by
religious priests and hidebound dogmas that I have to ghow them first
the great liberty of conscience which the Bahai Faith establishes, and
how Baha'otllah summons direet to God. There is a great, new splrlt
waiting to be eaught into unity. I am talking to them on this,and
by traveling from one place to another 1 conneot Societies.- « -
When the end of the week comes, I shall have lectured four or five
times to Societies and two to ladies., One Maharani I have visited and =
the Maharani Couch Bahaxr wishes me to attend a Comvention in Lucknow-, . -
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next month}—- I amfmeeting“this week foxr leoture some leading, re-

ligious reople at a Soeiety that opens their doors to alli religions
and makec & study of all sacred scriptures, It is an admirable work, .
and they are summon:ng a special meeting to hear of the Bahal less-
age.~ - - I am sending to Bombay for some Bahai books, and I will

send two to their library. Here again is another useful work to be
done. We should present hooks to varioue libraries and irstitutions.
But I cannot atrford to do it all the time, If some good Bahai friends
would dounate & gift took fund to be available at any time, then when I
see a real use I would present books here and there. (Those who de-
gsire tu contribute itowards this furnd may &sk for particulars from Mr.

- Joe, E. Hannen~-M.A.8.) .This is the time to spresd the literature,

Everyone asks for leaflete and pamphlets, and I can get them publish-
ed heres very cheaply.® '

Another letter from Calcutta says: “Much work is to be done
here, but I have all the ohannels cleared to he worked and the Bahai
Movenment wili be fully established bty the end of Congress times next
year. - 1 have lectured on and off all the time. At the City College,
at a great meeting, the great patriot Bepin Ch. Pol took the chair
when I lectured to mors than 300 people. He was deeply interested,
and wants me to write.an article to be published in the Press. There
is no end of press work to be done hered Bengal and Madras are the

two clever centers, I will lecture on Sunday night to the Theosophi-

cal Society, Group meetings for teaching at the Devalaya Association,
about which I wrote you last week, are needed, and I shakl hold one
or two in the next few days."

1 have quoted enough -of the letters to- show you a glimpse of the
fine work of this active sister of ours. Now let us turn for a few
moments our attention to a number of magazines containing articles and
photographs. . The Februsry nwiber of the Xew Reformer, edited by D.
Gopaul . Chetty, 15 Venketroyan Lane, Sowoarpet, Mﬂdras carréss an
article of several pages from the pen of IMr. George G Andre, on
"Zome practical Aspects of the Bahai Teachings” Cn page 360 of the
same copy there is a detailed report of Mrs, Stannerdis address at the
Karachi Conference, styled "What the Bahai pays to the Theist®. I anm
told that this new BEFORMER has been pudlishing somethlng every month

on the Bahal Revelation, and thus putt¢ng the public in touch with
these ﬁrin01ples _

- Another magazine called YTFE MODERN REVIEWY , edited by Raman-
anda Chatterjee, with offxces at 201-3-1 Cornwallis Street, Calsutta,
publishes the report of the A}l Indie Theistio Conference, Karachi,
and illustrates it with the photograph.of some of the Delegates in
which are present Mrs, Stannard, Mr. Shirazi and Sayad Mostafa. Here
again one finds an epitome. of Hrs. Stannard's iecture.
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Another Weekly Brahmo - Bawma] Magazine, "THE MODERE MESSENCGER"
EDITED by 8.B8. Somaj, 211 Cornwallis Street, Caloutta, publishes in-

teresting articles on the Cause in its two successive editions of
arch 22nd and 29th, 1914.

The Kindu "PATRIOT", the coldest Indian paper, in its weekly
edition of January 16, 1914, publishes the Karaohi Photograph and a
review of the conference, In its issue of March 23rd,1914, however,
on the inside front page, the Editor publishes the full photograph
of Abdul Baha on the occasion of his first visit to the West. On the
seocond page a large photograph taken in Chicago with five other Per-
sians, and on the third page Nrs, Btannard’'s picture herself, It
oontains also a detailed article on "The Bahai Ifovement of Persia,
its rise and influence", THE ENPRESE, an illustrated Journal, April
1914 contains three photographs and another graphic article on "The
Bahai Movement of Persia, Its Universal Aspect." The daily JALR
JAUSFEED, a Zoroastrian paper published in Bombay, dated March 28th,
publishes a long article of four full columns from the pen of Doctor
B.C.Betsinger, entitled "A Message to the Sons ¢f Mazda.®

Another Zoroastrian paper of Bombay, called TEE LAMP, prints
prints the Beloved(s Message to the Pharsees, as well as his full-
faced photograph. . '

The INDIAN DAILY NEWS, of Calcutta, also publishes a most
stirring, vivid article in one column and a half, on "The Bahai
Hovement of Persia-< Its Rise and Progress,"

THE BRAFIM APRACHARAK, is also a Brahmo-Somaj Magazine, but in
Irdo language. This publiscation has printed for the last two years
in eaoh edition translation of Abdul Baha's Address in Burope and
America. There are numerous papers and magazines in vernacular lan-
guages which publish articles on the Bahai Cause, but we cannot .
read them. Nevertheless they show in a clear and unmistakable man-
ner how the banner of the Yause of Baha'o'llah is waving over all
the regions of the world.

. The President of Jein Lodge of Bombay, Hohonlal XK. Shah, has
vritten 2 petition to the ' Beloveld. L will Quote herein an extraect:-
Mioct Reverxend Veoreld-Teacler } - - -~ I nave read the heart-stirring
hisiory of the lovement, ctulied the noYle and sublime precepts of
Balais, and 1 an impress:=d very imnensely to read and hear everything
of the 3ahai Gavse. O Master of the Horld ! I 4o retuesi you mest
entreatingly wo come and preach the mission of Love, Brotherhood and
Universal Feace to this divine land. whizh has ever been and is now
ready to recelre the message of Love from the mouth of the Masters .
that have appeared. from time to time in different parts of the world
and at different periods of time". .

The Beloved has revéaled for him the following Tablet:

"0 thou wooer of Reality ! Wheunever any object is endowed with
caracity, it will attract unto itself Divine Confirmations. Then
consider thou that when the earth obtains capacity, the outpouring of
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the cloud of springtime transforms it into the most delecteble para-
dige, The seme law is applicable to all the «arthly “vihencmensa.
Hoxr the lamt fuur years, I have raised my voloe and cried
aloud in all the assembliages and ohurches of Furove and America and
summoned mankind %o the Diviae Kingdom. - The power of the capacity
of the Wectern nations attrasted wy heart to them; otherwise it
would have been impoussible to take this trirs I have returned ex-
hausted and fatigued and hardly any power is left in me to take this
long voyage to India. But if the oontinent of India attains to any
extracedinary capacity. if the ¥ragrances of the Mercifvul be spread
and pure eouls and radiant hearts be confirmed., then peradventure
the capacity and the magnetic power may attract Abdul Baha to that
illumined region with the light of Reality., - - ="
“To Hr. Rashmatullah, an Indian Bahal student in Oxford, he

"Thy letter of April 10th, 1914, was perused. Waenevexr thou
dezirest. thou hast permiggion t2 come to th2 Presence; 80 that from
here thou mayest proceed te Iadia, As regards my journey to India,
it is not possible now, It shall possivly be realized sometime in
the future. DBut hapyry events sre occurring in India., I hope that
this trip of thine to India will bear fruit,- - ¢ ‘

. Mr. Gopaul Lhetty, the Editor of the NEW REVWORMER, received
the following Tablet: - '

"Oh thou who art thirsty after the water of Reality !The Edi-
tors of the Newspapers and Magazines are in reality the guidss of
the nations and the founders of the suceess and prosperity of the
Yeorle. However, bhefore the publication of any fact, they must in-
vestigate it most thoroughly; otherwise they will bring diseredit
and disgrace upon themselves forever and evexr; for such traces are
not effaced, neither are they forgotten., Through the flight of
ages and c¢ycles they will be circulated more widely.
. : "Many newepaper editors do not follow a patih of independent
research and investigation, Although they know not one word about
the Prinziples of KHis Holineas Baha'o'llah, they stain their pens
with calumnies and wirite contrary to truth. But ere long the reality
will appear and for sush Ecitors there will remain eternsyl disuhonor
and everliasting Jgnominy.

"Praise be to Goed that thou has attained to the reality of
the Cause cf His Holiness Bahaio!llah and become informed with the
mysteries of His Teachings. I bhope that thy perfumed pen mey decome
the promulgator of the Principles o the Manifeut Light, so thnt
the people of that country may kncow how the Refulgeni Moon heth cast
His Resplendent CGlory and Light uvon the world of creation, institut-

“uing such precepts which are the spirit of this age and the light

of this Cyclie,"

In the afiernoon, the Beloved was again wslking in the rese-
garden when . Shirazi ovasesd by, He ealled him to come in, a:
immedlately starnted to saeak ahout India. VIow weny cults and sects
exist in India ! The rays of the Sun of Reality will unify them,
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God willing, when thou wilt return to India thou‘wilt-addrsss large
eectings and attract many eouls to che Kingdom of Abha ¥  Eanh one
of ties2 meetings sliall sonstitute the effuligences ot the Org of
Truth. May those meetings Decome oenters of wpiritaulity end voform-
ation ! " Then oomirg near to him, he smote him twice on the face
and said: "“Thou shait be confirmed !" Then he entered the house
with happy emiles on his face. Before sunset he todk a walk in the
avenue leading to the green country, aunld followed by Rajli Firza
Faydar Ali, Winen he returned and observecd ail the believers waiting
for him, he said: "Mirza Haydar Ali is a very young man. Hs tooX
me this afternoon for a walk. He never gets tired !% - - In the
evening, all the pilgrims entered the drawing-m»oom, and aiter a few
minutes the Master appeared and the sun of contentment dawned from
the horizon of every heart, The subjest of his discourse was again
India and the Confirmations of the XKingdom of Abha. I will translate
the same in a future letter. All the believers from India send you
theixr heartfelt Bahai greeting. They wish to be remembered to you

and ask me to beg you to pray that socon the: leovsd may -hleas their- -
country with his Presence.,

Iﬁ.hma.d Sohrab.
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Bahai West, Mount Carmel, Haifa,
8yria, April 27, 1914.

o
~

Deax Friends:

This was the day of the anniversary of the Coronation of the
fultan of Turkey, and consequently all public and government buildw
ings are devorated with flags and buntings, MNany stores are closed
and officials oalls are paid to the Governor to congratulate him on
the auspicious ocecasion. The Master also, with Mirza Mohsen, was
driven in his oaxrlage Po the City EHall, at the invitation of the
Gaemmagain,

He came out of the house about 9 o'clock and as soon as the

 believers heard that the Beloved of our hearts was walking in the

garden, they: approached him, Bweetly he smiled and welcomed every
one with a gentle wave of his hand, and the woxrd "Marhaba !" . Then
he continued his delightful walk, all of us standing at a respect-
ful distance from him. "Most beautiful is the rose-garden of Ismael
Aga !} This is the height of its glory ! Like the orown of an imper-
ial Monarch, it is studded with the flowery gems of many and varied
hues, Look at that long wall | How the olimbing rose-bushes have
dscorated it with white, red, yellow and pink ! Neither in Europe
nor in America oan one find a rose~garden exactly l1ik ¢ this ! How
these tall, white lilacs diffuse their fragrances all around ! They
are 8o pure and dedicate; the emblems of sanctity and spiritual re-
finement., This garden is made possible through the work of love.
Bach flower Bpeaks to me with its inartioulate tongue, a message of
the love of the gardaner ~- the love that passeth all understanding.”
Then he entered into the carriage and drove away.

In the afternoon, the Beloved called me into his presence and
dictated Tablets for the American believers. Then he sat and was
silent for a few minutes, thinking divine thoughts. -When he sits
in this position of divine contemplation, his face is worth a wonder-
ful study, and the beholder himself falls into the same dreamy mood,
his mind and ‘heart stirred by sirange, unutterable thoughts and
feelings. At this junoture, Haji Mirza lieydax Ali entered the xoom.
The Beloved looked up at him with such rweet tendernéss and fatherly
expression. .“Coms. Come {" he said hesartily, and with the glow of
a nonsolicated friendship on his face and laughing, "Thou art oy
real friend, Whenever I look into thy face, no matier how heavy is
the weight of the lnad of my sorrow anl care, it is immediately taken
away. Thou art my.bhoon companicn and old friend. C(bome and git down
beside me. " Then he began o spesk with him about the various
matters pertaining to the Cause of ¢od, It is most touching to see
the Master with this old man, grown old in years and experience in
the path of Truth !

Mullah Abou Taleb another old Bahai resident of the Pilgrim’
Home, gave a tea %o all the departing bilgrima in the rose-gaxrden
of the King of Xings, Although mauy of ‘them had gone t¢ Asca to
visit the fHoly Tomb. of Baha'o ’11ah for the last time, yet they re-
turned in tlme for ‘the teas

z
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The MNaster graced the reception with His Divine Prdsence, and
gave a short talk, most invigorating to the spirit of those who had
the privilege of llatem_ng. Turning his face to i? Aga SBayad Hossein,
who was going to leave for Alexandrette in an hour, he said: %Are
you going to leave to-~day? Praise be to God that there are a number
offi Believers ¥ in Alexandretie and they are associating with each
other with the utmost joy and fragrance. Years ago there was a
Gaemmagarn in Haifa who was my special friend. He often praised the
character of Abbas Goll, who lived at the time in Alexandrette, With
wonder in his eyes, he would often say: 'What has happened to Abbas
Goli? ¥ow he is transformed ! It is as though he has sonared to
heaven and descended to earth as an Angel }!' People answered him:
'He has gone to Acoa and has become a Bahai }! 'What a change "
he would say. 'He haa beoome s0 spiritual, 8o heavenly, so divine,
80 polite I?

YBeneath the shade of the Blessed Perfection there must occur
in & Bahai life a complete regeneration ! If he eonvinues to live in
accordance with the old standards and habits, then what has he gained
by the change of name ! His Holiness Baha'o!llah hath said that there
are two kinds -of revivals, The first kind is only in the realm of
words. It is not tranemitted into action. For example, the black
stone of Mecca was, is and will ever remain, a black stone; but be-
cause- it is connected with the name of Mohammed, every year thousands
of men and women underBo the severe hardships of long journeys to see,
touch and kiss it. The water of Jordan is the same as the water of
any other river, but simply because it is attributed to Christ, the
Christians ship it to foreign countries for benefic purposes. The
real revival, therefoxe, is the revival of conscience and heart, and
not the ochange of name. For example, a person thrown headlong into
the lowest degree of immorality rises to the gloribus pbight of sano-
tity and purity; the bloecdthirsty tyrant becomes a great and upright
man; the coward is changed into a brave soul; the traitor becomes moset
trustworthy and the heedlsses mindful. Whereas formerly he was affliect-
ed with all the debasing and social sins, he becomes ¢leansed through
the purifying water of the Holy Spirit. His former life becomes non-
existent, his very imnnermost being is changed. Angelie, divinely pure,
radiantly spiritual, white as the snow on the summit of the mountain,
white as the lily of the field-~ he stands amongst men as a flawless
pearl of sanctification, as a spotless diamond of holiness and as a -
peragon of perfwotion to all mankind. Every Bahai, nay, rather,
evexy individual soul MUST attain to this lofty pinnacle of wvirtus.

I hore when thou returnest to Alexandrette, thou witly becOme the
means. of the Happinege, joy and pleasure of the friends of God and
confer upon them the glade-tidings of the Kingdom. Say unto them:
'Praise Be to God, you have witnessed that the glory of all the
emperors anid klngs is ephemeral, but the majesty of the believers of

God is undying and everlastlng, even in this world their trages are
eternal,. - -"
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Then rising from his e seat he walked around the room, stood
before the table of refreshuments and ate a piece of candy and a few
p;eoes 0f oranges.

Mr. Shirazi, our active, energetic Bahai left to-day for

Beirut and Tamascus, and will go from there to India to start on a
wider field of work.

One or two German and Austrian brothers--~ Hossein and Kassan,
arrived tonight from Port Said, I did nct see them, ‘as our dear
brother, Mirza Jalal, weloomed them at the steamer and conducted
them to the Hotel carmel. I will tell you more about them in another

letter., The following is a prayer written with the Beloved's own
Hand for ., the believers of Neireen:

“0 thou my Lord, the Mericiful, and my Beloved, the Clement !
Verily these intelligent souls are assured in thy mentxOn, are 8tirred
with the Fragrances of Holiness, are set aglow with the Fire of Thy
Love and are engaged in Thy Praise amongst Thy pecple. O Lord !
asgist them with he angels pf Thy Sanctity ard the Cohorts of Thy
Kingdom ! Verily Thou art the Her01ful the Compassionate ! "

(Signed) Abvdul Baha Abb&s." .

Ahmad Sohr&b.



Bahai Nest, Mount Carmel, Haifa,
Byria, April 28, 1914,

Dear ¥riends:

Twelve living torehes of the Fire of the Love of GOD--twelve
holy pilgrims dedicated to the Cause of human brotherhocd and inter-
national Peace, leit the presence of Abdul Baha & for the vast domains
of hussia, ihdia and Persia --to dispel the darkness of ignorance
ard prejudice and create -the vivifying influence of love and amity.
As they sat this morning ™7 in the Presence of the Blessed One, they
were immersed in the ocean of heavenly attraction and enklnalement
giving theiy ears t0o every word uttered by him and wishing in thelr
heart of hearts they could stey many days longer. About Universal
Peace the Master gpokxe to them, dwelling especially on the horrors
of war and bloodsned and heariening them to do their utmest to ex-
tinguish this worid- consumﬁng fire whioch is ravaging the nations,
and like unto the mheeis of Juggeinaut passing over the bodies of
the innocent people, In this Century", he said, the voices of
Peace must drown the clamors for battle, and the prlnclple of arbi-
tration must gain sway over the arbitrement of the sword., Man must
learn war no more, neither must he let the brutal and barbaric
forces of passica or lust controls the humane, intellectual and moral
pewers. He must hely the world forwarcd in its march of progiess and
enlightenment and abandon the path of the wizked and the unrightecus.
You must sow the seeds of Pease in the plastic minds of the children
¢ teach them the victories of Peace, surronnd them with the lessons
of Peace, envelop them with the atmosphere.of Peace, and inspire
their hearts with the glorious achievements of Peace., Let their
focd be Peaee, their vestures be Peace, their contemplation he Peace,
their highest aspiration be Peace, and the impelling purpose of their
libes be Peace, The followers of the Blessed Ferfection are the In-
vincible Army of Peace, and are showing by their deeds and words
that they are peace-markers. Raise ye the tummltuous voiges of
Peace to the Zenith of Feaven, Work yve for the Cause of Peace,
8tand ye by the Lord of Peave, Draw up in line your armored regiments
of Pepce !Unfurl at the head of your indomitable phlanxes, the flag
of Peace ! Fill the world with the ory of Peace ] Let your watchword
be the sweet anthem of Peace, Be ye the laborers in the construction
of the Palace of Peace ! Think of Peaoce, work for Peace, and conse-
¢rate your lives to the Cause of Peace.”

With this ringing message in their ears and with weeping eyes,
they came out of the room of thd Blessed One. UYTrust in the Favor
and Bounty of the Blessed Perfection !" we heard his voice calling
out to the pilgrims, 9"Rest ye assured in His confirmations, which
have encirecled you at this holy hour., You are always with me and
are inseparable fyrom me, You are the soldiers of my army. Rush ye
in the battéefield and defeat the powers of the prince of darkness."
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After this soul-stirring meeting, our two German brothers, Herr
Oscar Widermayer and Dr. Ernest & Dietz, whose Persian names are Hassan
and Hossein, came from their hotel to meet the Beloved. They have
been travelling thrpugh Persia for nearly two years and everywhere
they have been welcomed and entertained by the Bahais. The firast
speaks Persian quite fluently gnd the other fairly well, They are now
on their way to Vienna and Munich. They expect to write two hooks on
the Mborish and Arabesque Architecture of Islam, previous to 500
years, and another describing the fascinating experience of their long
journey through Persia, They will embody a good deal about the Cause
of God in this second volume. He~r Nidermayer-- Hossein-- i8 a very
pleasant young man, clean-shaven, alert and most delightful, while Dr.
Dietz is older, has short whiskers on his chin, and has many anecdotes
to relate for the enjoyment of their listeners.

The Beloved received them with a cordial and heartfelt welcome, and
for more than half an hour he spoke with them about their trip over
Persia without the help of a translator. They were most pleased with
the result of their journey, and were eloquent and warm in praising the
wonderful hospitality of ke Bahais., "The DBahais", they said, "in
Persia are very liberal and broad-minded; even their peasants speak
about those principles which agitate the minds of Buropean scholars
and thinkers; especially are they interested in the matter of Universal
Peace™, "YIhe spheres of thought are suffused with he effulgence of
divine enlightenment. The advocates of Peace are increasing in number
ever year., In America, In France, in Germany, in Ebgland, the lovers
of Peace are found, and they are adding day by day to their efficiency
and activity." The Beloved then invited them to dine with him to-
morrow night. _

In the afternoon he called me in. Fe was lying on a settee near
the window, The rays of the sun streaming through the window erbraced
him in their warm, loving arms. A number of letters had just arrived
from America, and he placed them in ry hands to be translated to him.
He was in a most hurmorous mood, and the oontents of i¥ex some of the
letters made him lauvgh very much. As I went on translating one after
another, he would make now and then some funny remarks, laughable,
w;tty and sparkling.

" After this, he came out of the house and asked me to. walk with
him to the Hotel Carmel, where our two German brothers were living,

On the way he came across Dr., Dietz and walked back with him to the
store of Hirza Anayetollah. Here the Master sat with our friend for
more than an hour, and ordsered tea to be brought from the Hotel oppo-
site. The Manager came in and a most lifely discussion on religion
was' started and brought to a happy conclusion. On our way back home,
the Master asked Mirza Ali Akbar of Russia to agocompany our German
brothers tomorrow to Acca, s0 that they may visit the Holy Tomb of
Baha'¢'llah, etc. From that time on till past sunset our Westexn
friends were sitting in the garden, arrounded with flowers and speaking
about the Cause. Just at that time the Blessed One called us into the
drawing-room. Although there were several believers present, he espec-~
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ially addressed himself to Hassan and FHossein, ‘

"Perdia® he sald, "has unlimited possibilities for the development
of its natural resources, but tlhere must needs be civilizing influences
and untiring efforts. These means will be made available in the not
far distant future. Persia will become the paradise of the world, be-
cause it is the birthplace of the Manifestation of God, TFirst the
inhabitanis of a country must be imbued with the spirit of progress,
then the country will advance as a matter of course, As long as a
people are kevt in the rayless prison of coarse habits and are not
noved by generous impulses, the country itself is heldin a state of
semi-barbariss and stagnation. We hope to see the denizens of Persia
become liberal and pregresesive. First we must find the candle, rhen
the lantern., We hope -through the Divine Bestowals the moral life of
the people of Persia @ way become cleansed firom loathsome vices and
degrad.ing habits; that they may become the patterns of the spiritual
life, that they may emhody the ideals of tlie:Mexrwiful one; that their
hearts may become the olean ¢askets for the pure thoughts of celestial
paracise; that they may lay the foundation of divine miwik=zkimm civil-
ization; become conducive to the promotion of love and good fellowship;
that they may co-operate with all the nations in the establishment of
Universal Peace; that they may master the findings of modern sciences
and arts; that they may study and gain material knowledges, and teach
the supernal Knowledges of the Xingdom of God, This is our earnest
hope. Toward this goal we are pushing forward. For Lhe attainment
of these ideals we have accepted fifty years exile, wandering and ime
prisonment,* .

He continued to speak along these high themes of divine wisdom,
and when he came out in the ggrden the fragrances of the roses re-
rinded me of his spirit-searching words.

Ahmad Sphrab.




Bahai Nest, Mount Carmel,Raifa,
Syria, April 29, 1914.

v

Dear Friends:-

The first, ke ninth and the twelfth days of the Rizwan Holiday
are 10 be celebrated with more importance and solemnity, and when in
the future the Bahali communities grow large and strong, all business
must be suspended, great festivities be arranged and joyous fetes be
planned. For this reason, as this ms the ninth day of the Feast of
Rizwan, early 1h the morning all the believers gathered in the rose-
garden of the Blessed One. Filled with the anticipation of meeting
the Beloved, they were fully enjoying the ideal pleasures afforded at
the moment. After Lalf an hour, Kirza Jalal announced, while stand-
ing on the steps of he house, that he Master would xeceive the ve-
lievers. Of the pilgrims, only three have been left behind; every-
one .else has already departed. These three pilgrims will also lsave
in a day or two, and thus for the first time since our arrival, the
Eome will be gquiet., I felt to-night very strange as I entered the
Home and found not the cheering, singing and chanting of the pilgrims.
The air was very still, and the pale corescent moon shone in the heaven,
shedding its weak beams upon the c¢alm scene of nature.

Thus you can guess that when we entered the Presence of our Lord
this morning we were not as numerous as on the former occasions.

Hence this was a meeting only for the resident believers, As tea was
being served, the Master started to speak:

This is a blessed day, a happy and joyful day. The beauty,
the holiness and the significance of these days are not known now,
This is the time of gladness, bliss and ecstacy for the bhelievers of
God, Because we have lived during he days of the Blessed Pexfection and
have experienced the great joy of these days, their celebration by us
is always shaded with a recurring aed recollection, but for those who
have not seen Baha'o'llah with their physical eyes, these days will
be celebrated with a genuine hilarity and most thorough preparations.
The bsauty, the sheer Jjoy, the exhilaration of the golden Rizwan days
are now brought back to my memory, ad in reviewing them I find each
day a perfect gem of spiritual rapture. During the nights of those
days, we could not sleep, because we fancied in our minds the unparal-
lelled joy of meeting Baha'o'llah in the morning, standing in His
Bresance, recelving His Graces and listening to His Words, This was
the ninth day that the Blessed Perfection leaving Bagdad stayed in
the gardenn ofNajib Pasha before starting B Constantinople. It is
impossible to describe with words the beatifie vibrations with whieh
we were surronnded in those days. Although to all outward appearances
the Blessed Perfection was an exile, yet e moved with such rower and
manifested such majesty ! The list of visdtors calling on ¥im during
those ten days looks rather like the roll..call of an army. Tuaose who
had never seen Him while He lived in Bagdad ealled. All the leaders
of the community, the officers of he army and of the government paid
visits; even the Governor, Nabeg Pasha, called, and Baha'o'llah did
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not pay back these rather important calls. ‘Were one to reflect for 1
one moment, he will realize that mch great events have never occurreé 5
in the history of the past Dispensation.™ . :

After this meeting he came out in the garden, and for more
fhan one hour walked in and out of the flower beds. "Throughout
all the countries that I have travelled, I have not seen a rose-gar-
den like unto this. This is the garden of Ismael Aga, IHis sincere
devotion has made it possible - this flowery kingdom, this fairy
scene of matchless beauty, this deamland of he Orient ! Every:w. .. .«
blade of grass, every blooming flower, every budding bears testimony
of his fireless zeal and industxy." '

One of those present spoke about the progress of the Cause in
Russia., He said:- * As he Cause advances in all parts of the world,
the goWernment will realize that the believers of God are law#abldlng
citizens and loyal, relying always upon the justice and fair-play
¥yth which they are treated by the central administration. DPraise
be to God that the Fragrances of the Merciful are being wafted
throughout all the world," Then he continued to speak to us about
other themes, instructing us in other lessons,

One of the radical changes with which we are threatened is
the probable departure of our dear brother, Mirza Mahmoud Zaxrgani for
India. The Beloved has adwvised him about this matter, and like unto
a disciplined soldier, he is ready to comply whenever the final or-
der is issued, Our dear brother has rendered most valuable service
to the fause from the moment he joined the party of the Blessed Cne,
travelling with hinm throughout America, PBurope and the Zast. His
lotters from America and Furope, eloquent with warm expressions and
graphic descriptions, kept he Oriental Bahais informed of the mighty
events of those wonderful months, They are now re-written, re-con-
structed and put into book form, ready for publication. The Master
has given him his consent to publish them in India. Thus, oxne by
one, the members of the Master's Western tour arez entering the active
field ¢of labor. Mirza Mahmoud is now preparing himself to leave at
a moment's notice; but I believe it will be yet weeks bvefore he
actually departs for his chosen work, MNirza Ali Akbar also will
leave soon for Bakou with his bride.

The Consul-General of England in Beirut, with his wife and two
daughters, accompanied by the English Consul-fmmmyai in Raifa, called
on tne Beloved before noon, The Consul-Genexral is a tall, stout and
sturdy man, speaking Turkish very fluently. He spoke with the Belowed
cn sundry subjects, and we were very happy listeners., £bdul Baha
gave them a nunber of newspapers ocontaining long articles on the
favse. He gave & high tribute toc the political sagascity, farfighted-
nees, constructive ability and hurmane nature of I-ord Kitznener. When
thay care out of the house, they walked around the gaxden and admired
the beautiful roses and daffodils and eweet peas and carnations and
lilaecs, In the afterncon, 'the Beloved ealled on them and others. amd
it was rather late when he returned,




-3~ Apr,R9,1914.

IN Tne eveus.e. Our German and Austrian brothers arrived.
They had enjoyed the visit to Acca, and had seen all the interesting,
historical places. As they were going to leave the next day for
Damascus and Beirut, they had returned to Haifa at noon, and ascend-
ing dount Carmel, visited the pilgrim's ¥ome and the Holy Tomb of
the Bal, taking photographs both here and at Accal

Begide our guests sitting around the table, Mrs. Hoagg, Mirza
Ali Akvar, Mirza Fadi. Hirza Mohsen and this humble servant were
present. The Master spoke to them adbout the greatness of the Bahai
Cause, contrasting its world-wide propaganda with the religion of
Christ during the Lpcestolic period, The menu was composed of rich
and delicious dishes, and evexrything was thoroughly enjoyed, After
dinner we resorted tc the regeption room, and the Master talked a
long while, »elating two very funny stories of how lMohammedans, while
considering the Christlans unclean, are eager to receive money from
their hends. Then he retired, leaving us to entertain them to the
best of cur ability. '

Anmad Sohrab.




Abdul Baha's Home, Mount Carmsl,
Haifa, Syria, April 30, 1914.

Dear Friends:

Lo ! There is a change ! The Garden of Allah is calling
unto us; the desert, the strange, mystio, sweet desert, is bidding us
to leave the crooked by.ways of the @ity and civilization and roam
over its straight path. This morning the Beloved sent me word to
be ready to start tomorrow morning for Alhammeh, near Lake Tiberias,
four hours away from Haifa. 1 was beside myself with sheer eostasy.
All day I was whistling whenever I found the peorle not arcund. Away
even from the half-c¢civilized Haifa inte the heart of the desert: That
will be indeed ideal, soul-inspiring, divine ! The very thought of
it intoxicates with undreamed pleasure ! 1 am going with my Beloved
into hie Garden of Allah ! My cup of bliss is surely filled with His
Holy hand, and my soul longs to quaff the nectar of his love ! This
will probably be the climax of my terrestrial experiences with the
Blessed One: for to my mind nothing is more fascinating and signifi=-
cant than to see "Him around Wom all names revoelve®" surrounded by
Sheikhs and Arabs, right in the Desert itself.. The wife of Mirza
Jalal, Rhuha Kasnom, Miss Sanderson and the wife of the Beloved left
a few days ago for Alhammeh to prepare the ground for the arrival of
the Haster. to supervise the pitching of the tents and to make every-
thing ready for his reception.

The Master was busy all day, receiving a few Arabs who
oame for pecuniary help, and then he called on the officials of the
town to bid them a tenporary farewell., 8everal times I saw him dur-
ing the day but only for a few minutes, each time to listen to his
ordere and then leave him to carry them out. On the other hand,
Khosro was very busy paokhgg up the necessary luggage for our expedi-~
tion into Sahara, and attending to procuring the needful items of
the ship. - -

At 7 P.M. the believers. knowing of the departure of the
Beloved, came to see hims Xe received them in his drawing-room and
spoke to them as follows:- "I am leaving tomorrow for Tiberias. I
am leaving because you have persisted so much; otherwise, I would
have stayed here, because I have so much to dd. While I was travel-
ling in Germany, I passed by Badeh Baden, and although the friends
persisted that I should go and take the baths, I could not comply
with their wish. In Stuttgart, Consul Schwarz inbited me to Morgen-
theim, whieh ie an exocellent resort for taking baths for various
kinds of ills. 1 stayed here for only one night, visited the large,
commodious bathe~houses, the electrie baths foxr reducing the weight
of ocorpulent and fleshy people, ard other ingenious devieces, but I
did not take a bath myself. The baths in Morgentheim cannot be com-
pared with Alhammeh hot springs. In the former, Consul Schwaxz has
built a vexry palatial hotel; its grounds are shaded with takl, magni-
fiecent trees, and its baths are made of poreelain, clean and sanitaxy;
but in Alhammeh no improvements whatsoever are made.- - =-In this Cause
we must give up all pleasures and re~e¢reation for the sake of service.
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There are people always in the world who deliver excellent addresses
and exhortations, but they do not carry them out in their lives. I
have taught the bhelievers with deeds arnd not with wordg.- - - Day
and night we must think and plan how to become more self-sasrificing
in the Path of God, how t0 become more faithful and loyal in the re-
ligion of God, how to conventrate all our attentions around the pro-
motion of the Word of God and how to renounce our will and mhoose
the Will of God. Having attained to this spiritual condition, the
Divine Confirmations will encirele us. - - -The only spurce of the
consolation of my heart is this: DPraise bve to God that since the
departure of the Blessed Perfection I have not rested five minutes,
I did not sleep one night comfortably, neither did I seek tranquality
for one day. I exercised my utmost power at all times to spread the
1awa of the Religion of God and to promote the principles of univer-
- DOSDPE ; ; .never complained and aogepted
'with the utmnst resignation all the ordeals*and\trials.----“ Then
bestowing his blessing upon all those who were pri he retired
to his room. DPesOending the stairs, the friends gathersd-in the gar-
den, read Tablets and sang Bahai sonis and then they scattered with
the full expectation that they would soon see the Mastpr--probably
at the end of two or throe weeks.

.

. Immediately I asoended the Mountain, with Mirza Habblv,-went
into my nest, put my papere, etc., into a satchel, and hurried dowr—_
again to spend the night in the Belovad's home, 80 that I might be T
ready to lsave with him at 5:30 A.M. for the station. 80 it is.long
after midnight. that I am writing this last letter to you, from the
Home of Abdul Paha, BEveryone is sleeping, and the house is very
quiet, and I am sleepy also: I wish there were not suoch a thing as
Bleep, 80 we could devote our 24 hours to the service of the Cause
without any intexruption.

-

: - I will ponclude this letter with an extract from the commmni-
sation sent in by one of the firm and spiritual Believers in America:-
"Ny youngest brother and wife, who have been six years in Australia,
New Zsaland and Indis, arrived in Amerioca a month ago, and spent
three days with us last week, They heard a great deal of the Bahai
Teachinga.~--- I asked my sister-in-law why the Masters, as she oall-
ed them, in India, sat in oaves and hidden from the world why did
they not oome out and uplift humanity? 6She said:'You do not know how
much they have done toflard bringing the Kingdom, and beside that, they
had Buoh.power that the peoples oouldn't stand it; that it wounld knock
them over.' I said 'Why, you have been telling me of the most terri-
ble conditions in India, and they haven't helped thase right around
them; besides there is no one in the workd who has suoh great power as
Abdul Baha, and he goes everywhers, howing his great love for all,and
he aasists and teaohes them. A1l the world has teatified to his great
power, beuafiscanae and.lovel-snd-hnw,mdlliona of people have been
uplifted by him.*'" '




0 thou da.ughter o:t’ the Kingdom

“thy Heart-and thou azt: lod! ¢
art seeing. Many are-dead, but-

- lights of the ﬁerdiful One

D - Apr. 30,1914, :
The f°11°“‘in& 15 &T&hlot to a. believer in Peaxl Clty Ha.wa.ii -

e

_1ghts' of the Kingdom have shOne upon.
he:Most' Great Guidance. . Thou art de-
livered fom darknese and: ‘hag atepped. into the world of lights. Thou

Thank thou God tha.t ¥

‘art released from the well 6f: nature and hast soared to the apogee

st

of the moon. The inhabitants of that:Islend are asleep, and thou .
axt awake; the ma.jority ‘of" th"'-people of the town are blind, and thou
thou: art alive, Likewise than souls
who have been ushered' into:the -Kingdom with thee, Praise Be to God
that all of them are illumined..Endeavor as much as thou sanst, so
that thou mayst entér new:. peop_le in;the Kingdom--and that they may
become. rejoiced and gladdened: -“through the heavenly music. Thus the
the "'Baha.i principles m.y ‘illumine all.

“Avwad Sohrad,.

thosge Isla.nde v -'---_ﬂ' %
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Pleiad_ee Sylvan Bower, Albammeh,
.ag, Syria, May 1, 1914.

Dear Friends:

The night is very balmy, and the spirit of quiet sontem-
plation is stealing over me. 1 wish you were here to enjoy the
beauty and charm of this Arabian desert. The sil¥er beams of the
moon have cast a soft and aweet spell over this enohanting socene,
and after having a talk with out sisterw, MissEBdith Sanderson, I have
come to my Sylvan Bower to speak with you for a little while and then
gleep my first night in the Garden of Allah.

I was up this morning at 3 o'clock, bhecause 1 had so much
writing to do, After half an hour, someone was snt down by the Mas-
ter to awaken Xnhosro and Isfandsyar, the latter to prepare the car-
riage. Little by little the darkness of the night was changed into
light, and I care out of my garden to have a last look at the beauti-
ful rose~garden, As I was walking around the beds of lilaes, the
door of the house was opened, and the Master came out, followed by
his three sons-in~law. The women wWere in the corridor, waiting to
have alast glimpse of him as the carriage drove away. Amongst them
was Mrs. Hoagg; a few others, incluwling Admad Yazdi and his brother,
had come to bid him farewell. Mirza Jalal drove with the Master up
to the station, but did not go farther. Mirza Hadi, Khosro and rny-
self were the only ones who formed he members of hhe Beloved's party. -
When our carriages reasched the Austrian Post 0ffice, the sun arose
out of the Eastern horizon, glorious and resplendent. The Lbrd was
driving in and out of the narrow streets of Haifa; many peopls were
lounging around; others having just gotten out of their beds, were
hurrying along to open their dingy shops; the porters were drinking
their bowls of hot milk in front of crude, imprévised cafes; a few.
squatting on the ground smoking their hubble~bubbles; a motley DPro-
cession of unthinking humanity, dull, uninteresting and dead {0 all
the higher impulses of aesthetic life. The Uommrder of the Army was
also the guest of the Master, and so they had a separate compartment
all to themselves, ard we three had secured plaoes in the second
¢lass., The tran pulled out of he station at 6 o'clock and § nminutes

AM., and then, although I was very happy in the great privileze ac-

corded me, I could not help but feel sad, for I realized that the
companions of my travellings with le Belowed have entered one %y one
or the astive field, while I am left behind.. Probably the RKaster
realising my utiter uselebsnsss, vvt of his own grace, is keepiag me
beside Himself., Hawd as I have thought on this subjsct, I ocannct
think of any other reason, for I know I am not worthy of alil His
infinite graces. :

From Haifa to Albammeh, there are ax stations, taking about

four hours for the train to cover the distance. They ave as follows!

Balad-3keikh, Talle Shamam, Afoula, Shatte, Beysan, Jesral-Majame,

- Samaeh and then Alhammsh, When we_arrived at the station, we- found
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familiar faces to geeet us, A tent was prepared for lile Master, ard
a lovely green bower for myself. The Bur walls and the roofs are
made of (leander branches, whickh is named by Baha'c!llah the Pleiades
trees. The pink flowers are yet on the branches, ard it made alto-
gether a pleasing appearance. The tents are pitched quite near the
station, which is a fine, white stone building, beside a lovely,
gurgllng river. We are at the gate of the great Sabhara, called El
Houran. This valley of Alhammeh, boasting of four sulphur baths of
various degrees of heat ( one as hot as bomlxng Water) is about
three miles long and one mile broad.

The Master conducted his honored guest to the Tent, and con-
versed with him on a wide range of subjects, philssophic, spiritual
and historical, ¥Now and then he would come out of hhe tent, c¢alling
for Khosro, Mirza Hadil or someone else, and ten his majestic, patri-
archal figure, with his mnowy white beard and turban, his white locks
falling on his shoulders, his commanding forehead and cream-white
robes, would bring forecibly to the mind of the beholder the yicture
of Abraham and the sorxry of his hospitality. Only the Master has not
to wait for the arrival of guests. They are coming &1l by themselves,
Just think of this first day: At noon the Beloved entertained at lunch
the Commarnder of ten thousand men, and at dipner more than ten Arabs
gathered around his table. They Al sat on the ground and helped
themselves bounteously. Here in the desert every one is welcomed to
what you have. Peopls enter youwr tent,amd food must beipxepéred,

You must go without food so that your guests may be fed,

Iz the afternoon, the Judge, the Collector, the Chief and the
other minor officials of a neighborhood town called on the Beloved,
#nd a veritable flood~gate of conversation was set logse, now on
public education, again on the history of the Inquisitigny the
dogmatism of the middle ages of Europe, the rise of Islum aid the

~———"founding of three powerful Caliphates in Bagdad, Cordovae and Egypt,

“»

and how through their beneficent influences science ad philosophy
were spread in he QOrient and Burope, and how in the course of time
they were fallen into decay and deterioration. Now in Arabic and
again in Turkish, he oontinued to speak for hours, his guests were
listening in rapt attention, as though an angel of h¥e Lord had
descended from heaven and was speaking to them in the golden tongue
of the Chexubim. Whence comes all this knowledge, all this under-
standing, all this divine insight into the nature of things? they
whispered to each other.

Right after sunset, the Master after having taken a walk through
the oountry t6 see the two hot springs in whioh he will take his daily
bathe--entered his tent and his guests sat around,As though impelled
by & higher powexr, he began 10 speak, recounting with telling elo-
quence and penetrative power, the oontents of his talk in the San
Franciseo Jewish Synagogue and in the Commereial Club of Minneapolis.

L.~
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Beldom had I ssen him so animated and quick in expression. To talk
80 much would tire him a great &al, but I know whenever the occasien
oalls, the Beloved does not apare himself at all.

Waile he was thus speaking, I was sitting outside the tent with
Miss Bdith Sanderson, wishing many more of the Western friemis were
here to partisipate in these matchless scenes of spivitual life.
She is enjoying greatly the novel experiences of tue Garden of Allah,

After dinnex, with a few other friends, we went to the hot
8pring, ard while the moon was &ining over us, we dieported in the
warm water. Beturnmirg to my Sylizan Bowex, I fixed my mosquito net
and slept zourdly on the floox, Iow and then I omoned uy eyes and
was élighted Yo see the s=ilver moon strsaming: down through the inter-

tices of the QOleauder branches, and hear he musical lays of the
breezes wafiing thrcigh the green Loughs. Wiere am I? Who has
brovght me here? Tuis le indeed a stronge, wyrstical world, full of
unerpeated happenings | In the silense of tis wmaderiul night, I
could not slecp, for I was surrounded Ly a peaceful army of trhoughts
and the namee of yppy Babal friends came © my mind. [ wiskhad for
2ll the Confirmations of the Kingdom 0f Abha and the suppor: of the
Holy Zpirit. : _

Ahma,ci Sohrab.,




'? :

Bxtracts from Mirze Ahmed Sohrab's letters, dated Pleia-
des Sylvan power, Alhammeh, Lake Tiberias, Syria: He wighed
thesge various letters to friends to be incorporated into the
Diary Lettiers.

To Misg Louise Krug, New Yopk City--iday 1, 1914, He writes

. MMmile the Beloved is spanding his days quietly here,
the Convention of the Maghralt El Azkar is being held in
Chicago. What a contract! I wonder how far the work of
the Terple will be czrriel through the unanimous action of
the Delsgates, and wuat further resolutions will be made to
promote the Causs of Cod in America. I mentioned this fact
to the Master, and he sald: "We have done evérything pos- .
sible, and now we are waiting for the results of their efforts.”
Then I told him that ag soon ag tha trein reaches Alhemmeh
I will write you & lettfev, and he smiled. T wiil bring
this letter to a cloge by quoting an extract fromthe words
of the lagter, as an appropriate measgage from the degert to the
Bahai world: ,

"Praigse be to God that you are quickened with the

‘Breagthie of the Holy Spririv, and are rejoiced and gladdened
.by Lhe HMHelodies of the Supreme Concourse. fou have radiant

hearts aad spirits end are exnilarated with the Good news
of the Merciful, :

"Gensequently with the utmost potency and assurance,
arige ye in thz eiffusion of the Fragranczs of God, Like-
wise all the believarg and the maid-~servants of the Herciful
who are living in thege parts must wiih perfect accord and
afflifation gingly and coilectively dedicate all the days
of their lives to the Cauge of .His Foliness Baha'c'llsh
and srgage Iin the promotion of the Blegsged Tearhings, in
order that the human worid may become illumiuned, Liie sa-
tenic hearts becoms angelic, the veilg of guperstitions be
rent agunder, the light ol Peality may shinre forth, the
basis of dogmas be destroyed and thie truth of ithie divine
religion may appeor like unto ihe Suxn, Rest ve ascured
in the Bounty and favor of Eis Holiness Baha'o'llah for
He 1s the gupporier of the teachers of the Cause and the
Defender of the gincere ounes.”

With this glowing mescage the believers must put forth
new effort and soul-stirring enthusiasm,

Your sincere friend Ahmad,

To Miss Juanita M. Storch, Oskland, Califl, May 2, 1914,
In company with the Blessed Onz, I arrived yesterday in

 thia most enchenting place, in the heart of the mysterious

Degert. The Blegged Cne lives in a tsni, and as hs goes in
and comeg out and entervainrs the Arab chiefs and guests with
that splrit of true hospitity peculiar to these tribss, the
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patriarchal figure of Abraham bidding his guests welcome,
is breught before my eyes. I wish you were here and could
see my lovsly, ilowsrlnz Bower, set up beside a laughing,
dancing sirsum. It is mads of tall, strong branches of
Pledades irees (Clearder) with their green leaves and pink
flowars ou. The celling is a Mess of glorious, verdant
beughy, the fom walls tae emblem of the garden--a beauti-
" , ful and most charming “ree, and Ahmad is perched on its
‘ branches trying to sing lhis first song for you and the
friends fa tune far vest, My ISylven Power ig about fiftvy
feet away from the Tent of the Breased Une, and while I am
wriving sou “his note. T distirttly hear his clear, strong
veiee, geoting Arabic poems Lo luig picturesgues guestis.
i The 3lesscd one ls very ieppy here, srd muy stav,
: £11 dey long, ihe 4=2ligaiful cool bréeze wafts through
" the intsratlices of my green pabitation, meking the air
wisnin relresning and very plaasant. The floor is covered with
Persisn vuge, and the guests are clvays welcomed,

T woadsy 1f you wili recognize me if you see me in this
Aravien derert, with its Dastern zeluving., I have doffed
tmerican olotiies, and anr weariag Persian, long robss with

sma’l, green twrban. whlch 13 amost comforigabls and more
to my imegirat.ve liking.

The .ife ol the desert 1g very primitive, leading one
intc the contempletion of the highe» and nobler icdeals of
exiztence, ilere thcere are no cheirs and tables, no knives
and forksg, no covny beds of 2asc and soft couclhes. Lway
with all such supseriicle: means a1 iLheir witn and kin,
with whish we are Loaded ry thie tyvaurical hand of eivili-
zavion! Iet we gat with the matural “Yerxg tuat God has
given, sleep on *he herd. 4ry g3 that ihe Lasoer has made,
anG rcem over tue wystie, Inlorminacle Jdesert wiith it long-
irg call, I om oaviting tidis Loetter on my kneos a few
Arahe gzea gathered around staring et the wriiing as though
thay had nevegl f@en ne same, 20 ere agitiny e 20 meny
cusstions in treir pecullar idiom thet I éo not uadexctand,

D e

Toey arz.n filne racs, enduring the uns and dowuy of Life,

but inhellecbually tnuey ere iike ehlidpen. © Tuey love the
Mashor ¥y nuck, and listen te his Gigcourses with rapt

gtiention,
Just ag this moment the Beloved entered my Sylvan

Bower ., I aroge fron the ground snd welcomed the Spiritual
Bird irto this peradigian nest, "How cnol. is this Areeshen'™

he s8id, as he sab on the ground, and after a few minutes of
silence he closed his eyes sad ig now quietly slisoping. I
have covered his body witl: his Aba, end am sitting in the
corneﬁ of the Bower, finishing thiz lstier.

What art thou doing¢" he asgked, as he opersed his eyes
by the ructls of the wind. "I em writing a letter to iilss
Juanita Stcreh.”  “Eend to her my wouderful Bahail Greeting.”

Thus in thls varvelilous way from the neart of the L
grabian Desert I am sending you the grseting of the Blessed. . %
ne. - O

ey Tl

Your gincere Bghai friend Ahmadi

w . :
i .- . _____,_..---""""—
.
X e -
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To Miss Juliet Thompson, New York City--May 3, 1914.

Although we are at the gale of the Desert called
El Hoursaxn, yet we are living in the hollow of a wvalley which
is enclrcled by green mountains on the slopes of which are
1ittle native villages. The Beloved has come here to take
the hot spring baths, which springs abound in this district,
He took his first bath to-day. As some of the members of
¥he Holy Famlly are here, kige Edith Sanderson, our spiritual
gigter, 1ig algo living with them, and 1s enjoying more than
my words can porteay this typical ¢astern 1lifle, this life in
the desert, full of whispering charms and gweel beauty,

Last night, she of all the ladiss, joined our camp fire
and drank ths Arahian coffee prepared by & newly-arrived
guest. In the moonlight night, with all th2 aparikling stars
in yon blue dome, in this Oriental night with its spiritual-
izing, etheral atmosphers, we gpoke about you and how you
would have loved to be here. "I wish ws could realize more
the grandeur and significance of thsse days which we live
under the all~protecting shelter of the Blessed Cne, and be
ever alive with his wonderful spirit.  How many people
would have given up everything if they eould just live here,
28 near the Beloved as we are living.’' said Miss Sanderson.

FhEBsrarsestit s s

Before sunset, I took a walk on the ascending slope
of a rocky mountaln, at the foot of which we have pitched
our tents. There are geveral small and large caves, and
I took a fancy to sxplore them. There was no regular
path, and the ground was overgrown with sharp thrzng and
thistles. Filnally I reached the caverns. The Celling
and the walls weré black and smoky, showing the signs of
the ones banditti's cccupation. At present there was
nothing particularly interegting, about them, except nu-
merous polsonous, black serpents colling in different
corners, and as I did not molest them in any way, they did
not deign to notice my harmlesgs pressnce, A hundred feet
further, I found an Arab hut, whose wife was cooking bread
on & concave pan, . Saluting him as I pagged, he was most
profuse to invite me to sit down, and when I gently excused
myself, he adjured me by "The life of my beard" to comply
with his wish, Realizing the solemnity of his oath, I
vielded to him, but he would not let me sit on a boulder,
which I liked better, but he ran to his hut and brought out
8 rug, Insigting that I must sit on it. "You have zet your
feet on the apples of my eyes" were his poetic words of wel-
come, "Hagt thou ever been to Halfa?! I asked. "No'" he
. 8aid, "I have never been outgide of this valley, I am

perfectly happy here with my wife. I am: the son of the
desert, Let the world take care of itself!" Then I spoke
with him about things, and found him quite an interesting
study of simplicity of nature and careless contentment,
Ieaving the man and his wife to their delightful freedom,
I walked through verdant meadows and flowery fields, Red
poppies and white daigies have painted the slopaés of the tower-
Clng hillls. The green slopes of the southern hills are very

-

.

-
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beautiful. They are intersected by delightful glades and

interspersed with happy, smiling villages In the glow

of the twilight I-<sit, in front of my rustic cottage, and

weave the wreath of myrtle thoughts and tender blooms of

idesls. Then suddenly the Master comes.out of his tent,

and I mention to’ 'him your name, The Liegsare of Peace and

Love is igsued forth from the heart of the Desert to in-

spire the hearts of mankind with mighty resolutions!  Happy

are those who listen!
T =~ Your sincers Bahai friend

o Ahmad,

To .igs Gertrude Bulkemsa, Chicago, Ill--KMay 4th, 1914.

The Star of the:Bast is shining from the horizon of
the Arablan degert, and are long the Star of the West shall
reflect its 1oriou3 lights, The spiritual corresgpondence
between these two rellective centers of luminosity must beq.
contimious and wninterrupted,-so that the hearts of mankind
may become illumined and the Tent of the Cguse of God be
hoisted,

The black tents of the Bedouin in this part of the
desert are the most primitive. They are called "Hair's
heuses,* ﬁd;oining our whlte tents and Areesheh there is
one of these "hairds houses" gset agide for the entertain-
ment of the Aprab guests, In its center a huge fire is
mads, and coffee is brewing all day for their delectation.
The other day, about one dozen of them were gathered under
Its comparatively cool shade, because situated as we are in
the hollow of a wvalley, the length of which is 3 miles and
the breadth of which one mile, it makes it very hot during
the hours of noon. I joined their gathering, which was
in the form of a circle, and listened to their talks. From
one of them I asked to tell me the ceremonies connected with
their marriage, After-much discussion pro and con, I got
hold of the following points:: Women are looked upon by these
Arsbsaas inferlor beings, as load-~carriers, heving no con-
gequence whatsoever, In many Instances, the cows, camels,
donkeys, are preferred to women, When a man wants to get
merried, he must give for example four cowsg, or eight don~
keys, or a number of camels or goats, to thé father-in-law
before he every hopes to make hls daugnter his wife, A very
high priced wife cosgts $500,, and the lovest price is 5.

A good, big cow costs $550., aund a smaller one half that a-
mount. A goat will be pul down as £2 or 3. In short,
the yound men, sccording to his station In life, must give
these animals to the father-in-law. While the girl 1z a
gilent mpectator in the corner of the tent, the bargaining
ig going on for hours between the father and the suitor;
And all this hagglin% 1s either for one cow or one goat,

he father degiring 1o have one more, the sultor to give
one legs, When this important transaction is settled, the
night of wedlock is decided upsn. Then the bridegroom
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invites all the members of the village, and spreads before
them a large feagt for two nights; the third night a large
egcort of young men go to the house of the bride, put an

Aba over her head, and with singing and dancing they carry
her to his houss, If in the course of their martial re-
lation they come to a disagreemsnt, which may be considered
by us as most trivial, but by the husband very grievous, he
just tells her: "I divorce you", and the poor womsn 1is
divorced and must leave the house without a complaint, An-
other thing ig: the woman by far carry the hegvier burden

of the seccisty. I have seen here men walking with such
gupreme confidences ahead of their wives carrying on thelr
backs housshold utengils, tents, ete, They work in the
flelds, harrow the ground, gather the crop and do besgide
these all houschold dutlies, Probably they are satisfied
with their lot, but their condition is pitifid, heart-nan-
rowing in the extreme. -~The more well-to-do & Sheikh of

& Bedouin is, the greater the number of his wives. These
wives ave trsated in many cescss worsge than the slaves or
peaal haborers, and they are forced to work even during
travpariod of theéir gestation.,  Anothsr peculiar custom am
mongst these Arad womzn ig the way they paint their chins, lips
and cheeks with blue color. T™ie cclor Is indelible, and the
pictures most fantastic, It is dirficult to change the
thought of the Arabs as regards the Inferiority of the women's
station in life; but let us hope that better days are com- .
ing, ths lignt of perfect equality is being diffused and
sconer or later it will also penetrate in these dark corners,

Yowr sincere brother Abhmad.



Pleiades 8ylvan Bower, Alhammeh,
" Lake Tiberdas, Byria, May B,}1914,

Dear Friends:

My shady Bower s no doors--~a sygbol of weloome to all those
who enter therein. My heart is full of love :to everyone., Why should
I not love all? I wish for no other bleasing in the world save the
nearness of Abdul Baha, and that the Gracious Lord has vouchaafed me
on land and sea, in Burope and America, in Egypt and Syria, in vivil-
ization and now in the heart of Sahara. What higher station d4oes any
soul aspire to? Under all circmmstances arnd conditions, I have seen
him the Lord of the hearts of men, everyone paying homage and rever-
ence to him and none turning awry from him disappointed, Lord of the
hearts indeed, and more than that ! As I awoke this morning ry heart
was full of thanksgiving. I heard the sweet warbling of the birds
hopping on the verdant branches of the roof of my Areesheh. I listen-
8d to the soft murmur of the little limpid rivulet laughingly passing
bys- Looking up at the heaven, I saw it declaring the majesty of the
Lord. Viewing my surroundings, I declared they were beautiful, but
in strange contradét with the Western countries. Ah me | I exultingly
oried cut: What a glorious life this is ! What a fascinating exis-
tence is this ! Amy I dreaming, or am I aeeing these things with my
physical eyes? I had never heard beforc even the name of this place;
1 had never expected to see it, and yet Abdul Baha has made it possi-
ble. VWhile these thoughts were roving in my mind, they brought to me
the word that the Master was ooming tc my Areesheh to take his tea.
After a minute, the Incarnation of Divine Love graced the huamble
guarters of his unworthy servant. He was all smiles and happiness.
I was on my feet t0o welcome him., He smote gently my face, and sat
down on the Persian rug spread on the ground. "How c¢ool is thy
Areesheh ? " %Isg this not better than the palace of the Kings? Be-
cause here inward happriness and contentment rule, divine bsatitude
and the ideals of the Kingdom exist !{This is s green, flowery oasis
in the heart of the desert. Baha'o'llah has given it the neme of thse
‘Hame of the Baints', ---All the companions . of our trips in different
rarte of the world have departed and only you and I are left ! Vhat _ .
dost thou say to this? And now where are we? In the Arabian Sahara,
awvay from civilization and the haunts of men. For the present we
are here, awaiting the Command of God as regards .our future plans.
Indsed God has brought us to this poetic spot, and in its appointed
time, He will surely guide us inito other prOmised lands. -~--Praise be
to God that the power of the Divine Cause became manifest as the sun
at its meridian course. It has established an ideal. cammuication
between the world of the Kingdom and the material world. To-day the
Cause of God has assumed a most eminent. jmportance in the estimation
of the outsiders. Thess ten officials, with whom I spoke.-for hours
were thes members of the local govexnment of a nearby town, Bnd_very

.
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and very influential in certain quarters. They had come here to
take baths. I went to particular paims to explain to them the ideals
of our Movement in an indirect manner. They had heard many things
which were not true, and I wanted to dispel these wrong notions--
thus they may realize that even in the world of philosophy and
secientifig attainments the followers of this Cause are not deficient.
The Furopean and American tour has brought forth most extraordinary
and unforeseen results, and has advanced and promoted the posttion
of the Cause in the eyes of he public in the most astonisking manner.
Consider how great has becoms the Cause, that the Covernor-General
of Salonika, the Governor-General of Syria, the Governor--General of
Pamascus, the English Cpnsuvl-~General in Beirut and a Xost of other
great menwere 30 excited with interest as to come to Haife and call
on me to find out the truth without any interrediary. Reflect what
a great tumult the Cause of God has throwrn in the pillars of the
earth-~that hardly had we arrived here yesterday than all these men

were attracted and listened to all that I have said with utmost
attention"”,

I mentioned to him that I had brought with me the Gospel of
Buddha by Pr. Paul Carus, and have been reading the first few chap-
ters. He told me to bring the book and read it to him, I translated
for him the first chapter, entitled "Rejoice '" He listened bput did
not make any comment.

Leaving my green bower, he invited to his tent three of the
Arabs and the Turks, and quoted for them many Arabic poems to the
evident enjoyment of all. At ten o'clock, the train arrived from
Haifa, and brought a few more friends to be added to our already in-
creasing host. There is one daily train from Haifa, which stops
only three minutes at Alhammeh, and then proceeds to Damascus. An-
other train leaving Pamascus early in the moming reaches our camp-~

ing ground about 2:30 P.M. , and then after three minutes continues
fits journey toward Haifa. ;

In the afternoon the Beloved, coming out of his tent, sat in
the shadow of the station building. Tho Arabs got around him, and
he entertained them with stories and talks that he alone van give.

They were charmed with his conversation, and sat with him as long as
they could.

A tent is pitched near the hot fountain, and the Master took
his baths for the first time. When he came out of the tent, he look-
ed most wonderful in his white robes and white turban.

The believers arriving this morning have rented small bungalows
near the hot spring, and are glad to be with the Master.
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When the Beloved was ready to return, af'ter his bath, a Apirit.
ed harse was brought for him, and he rode the animal as a royal King.

The evening was spent quietly in the bosom of the demewb.

The Belpved took his dinner with the members of the Holy Family, and
retired rather eaxrly.

It is arranged that as long as the Naster remains here, no
letters or newspapers are to be forwanrded to him-—- thus if this
plan is exceuted to the end, we will be deprived of the world's

news and cast off frap krowilugrall that is transpiring in the
Cause, _

Ahmad Sohrab.




Dear Friends:

lake Tiberias, 8yria, May 3, 1914.

.

The breezes favor us in the mornings and cvenings, but in the
middle of the day the wind is hushed and the weather grows very warm.
Hence those who desire to take short walks must do it either vexy
early in the mornings or after sunset it in mystic moonlight. Gener-
ally I take my walks all alone, but they tell me I must not go too
far away from the camp, as I might be attacked by the Arab Bedouins.

I tell them I have nothing to be attacked for, that I can manage %0
get along with them very well, and that those I have seen in the camp
and with whom 'Y have oonversed, are quite gentlemanly and polite.

Many people are unnecessarily afraid of the Arab Bedouins; but note
withstanding 81l their failings,. they are & simple good«hearted com-
mnity. They will never render evil for good, Whoscever treats them
with kindness, will not be harmed, but will be proteocted to the very
last drop of their blood. Their love or hate goes to the extrems
point of manifestation, When a yerson has incurred their hatred, they
will not rest until they have avenged themselves. Time is of no ac-
count to them. If the father of the family or the trive has been un-
able to mete out the desired punishment on the :culprit, the objsot of
their enmity will be bequeathed intaot to the rising generation, their
hearts will be inooulated with its deadly poison, and they are abjur-
ed to deal the blow whenever poseible, The result of this feddal
tradition has always been ruinous to the steady progress of these
Arabs, for no sooner than one of the numerous tribes becomes strong
and powerful, than the love of vengeance rankles in his mind and war
is declared againat the object of its hatred, They have not yet learn-
ed the mighty lessomns of union and co-operation-~so nuch needed for
the stegdy advancement of any ocountry, and the enlightenment of any
nation.- '

Thue it 0 happened that when I was ready early this morning,
to start for my work, the Master called me, I joined him immediately
in his walk to the hot spring. Let me tell you right here thai al-
though there are many hot springs in this valley, there are only three
which are used by the public. One 1is called Jarab, for skin diseases,
etec. The other is Magleh, for many forms of ills which I do not need
to enunmerate here, The third is BReeh, also for many kinds of sick-
nesses, The water of the first is hot, the second is VERY hot, the
third tepid or lukewarm. There are no buildings in the neighborhood
of thdse springs, and no sanitary regulations whatecever. People
bathe themselvea in any one of these springs by numbers. There are no
different guarters for men and women. The Arab Bedouins, whether men
or woren, bathe with no stitoh of olothes on-~in an Adamic state, but
the time for. the bathing of each sex is different. Often one sees
fifty to one hundred men enjoying the hot water, naked, unashamed, not
knowing what modesty means. The whole place is rented from the govern-
ment by two Kurde for the insignificant sum of $250. They in turn
sharge the bathers from one to ten oents per day, and one may take as
meny baths as the constitution can stand. Several wealthy persons,
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redlizing the dazzling possibilities of a plase like this, have ap-
proached the government to .get a ooncession for its material develop-
ment, but they have been uniformly refused, On the other hand, were
this plaoe developed, it would enter into concurrenove with Lake
Tiberias baths, whioh are about half an hour from here, and greatly
decrease the income of that company by attracting a large number of
VWestern tourists because of its natural advantages. Around the
spring of Magleh there are vast ruins of ancisnt bulldings, with tall
colonades, high arches, eto,” I could not get any one 10 tell me how
far back they dgte. They may have been baths built by the Roman cone-
querors of Syria in anoient time, where the Roman generals, nobility
and their wives took baths. Popularly, it is said these buildings
were constructed by Solomon, and he came 10 Jerusalem to bathe in
these hot springs. Be that as it may, 1t is quite clear that over
these springs wonderful domes and arches were built but the Arabs have
quite destroyed. them. Thiw-afternoon I stood over one of these stone
walls of wonderful masonry. On the half demolished wall, one sees
hanging hundreds of tattered shreds of oclothes in many colors. What
. does this msan? Beocause popular belief has attributed the construotew
ion of these buildings to Solomon, the superstitious Bedouin women
have come to believe that if upon their arrival they tear a plece of
their clothes and hang it on the wall, all of their secret hopes and
- wishes will be realized. How many sweet womanly hopes are tied up
and oentered around. one of these shreds, no mere man can even Temote
1y guess. DBut let me acquaint my men friends, in strict confidence,
- that the heart of the Bedouin woman is stirred With no other emotion
. than the dread of sterility and divobce., HMany a woman comes from a
long distance 10 bvathe herself in Solomon's spring that thus her life
may be orowned with a son; and many a woman ties the shred to the rook
. with a prayer that her loxd may not divorce her, and the guile of the
other wives might not work to her ruination., While I sat on the wall,
I watched the strange procession of the Arabs passing by. A more
non~desoript, odd, novel Kaleidoscopie procession I had seen nowhera,
T fail to find proper adjectives to desoribe these multi-colored
. crowds, constantly changing and shifting into a mass of rainbow hues,
X In front of me is the hot spring, the Arabs have gathered around it,
-+ A little further is a broad green plain with large, wild trees. Here
they live by ‘day and Bleep by night, with their horses and donﬁeys.
. The drollest scenes, ocomie, melodxamatio. Bedouin dances, singing amnd
¢ Bports are enacted by nlght in the light of the moon, To¢ me they
- looked moré& like abnormal beings coming out of the nether world, to
"dlaxuxh ‘the oalmneaa of he night.

‘.!
~ . -

i - A8 we walked this morning toward the spring, the Maater Baid

,]Tato me: "How art thou? Art thou feeling well in this desert? This

-1 is the Bahara, and the‘comforts of the city are lacking. Dost thou
mind 167" T answeyred: “Not at all. I love it very much. There
'are thousanas of people who would love to be here, but the Besloved

'!.,.-." ..'.,‘w '..“ Al T
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Abdul Baha has made it posaible for this unworthy servant. This is
through his Bounty and Favor®. Beveral Arabs passed, With their
wives carryang the heavy burdens on their heads. TLooking at them
he said: "Look how tite men walk ahead, straight and confident,while
the backs of their wives are bent with heavy loade. What a oontrast
tetwesn the soclal customs of the West and this countyy !" When we
returned from the spring to the camp, the train had arrived from
Haifa, bringing with it Touba Khanom, Mrs. Hoapg, and abkout four or
five believers, They had brought with them a great deal of luggage.
Because my Sylvan nosk is much c¢ooler than the tent, one of the
daugnters of the Master desired to spend a few hours with the other
women, With much pla2asure I transferred it into their hands, and

-~ Joiped the Arabs gathered about the "Hore's heouser. I aslzed then

many questions about thgir babits and customs and resefived satise
faotory answers. The Master 2lso jodned the members of the loly Fam-
ily in the Areesheh, and had his lunch with them. In the afternoon,
we follcwed the Beloved to ithe Magleh sprlng, where ne took his bath,
but the water being too hot, he could not stay there as long as ke
would rave liked., When he came out of the tent und walked toward

the lititle frab store where he rests a few minutes every day, all ths
Bedouine were gazing at him with wondcr and amazement. At the first
glance they saw that he was a superior being, apart from all the rest
of mankipd., Nsever had they seen a more-mijestic and epiritual Tigure
than the Master. "He is a saint, he 1s & gudlike man I" "Fe is a
propiaet !" "He is the Master of men !" are a few oammenta they

‘\-~mh14gaxed,;nto eachnathers ears,
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Plsiades Sylvan Bower, Alhammeh,

Lake Tiberias, Syria, May 4, 1914.
Dear Friends:-

. The life of the desgert 1s the lire of Peace and spirit-
ual masings. It grants chlmness to the troubled spirit
and bestows tranquility to the confused mind. . It brings
forth the essential nobility of the human nature, and creates
an unutterable yearning to fly towards the unattainable.
The long, interminable stretch of Sahara inspires the heart

with the idea of infinitade and the immensity of God's Merocy.

It teaches one open-handedness and hospitality. The green
casis teaches him the lesson 6f boundless hope and optimis-
tic industry, and the gentle invitation of the Sheikh to
share his tent and frugal meal, the idea of natural kindness.
There is a plcturesque charm and romantic beauty in the at-
mosphere of the Sahara, the Arab, his tent, hils "Jape Yargal”,
hig camel and his nomadic life. Its oOOthlng effect is
infectious and gives one a firm equilibrium to grapple with
difficult problems. It is like a tonic. The drought is
cool and braclng. It steadies the merves and strengthens
the bodies. It f111ls the heart with the ambrosia of
Truth-seeking.

This morning I had another vigit, but considerably
ghorter, from the Beloved. He sat only g2 few minutes, in=-
quired about my health and whether I had slept well, and then
he went in front of the station to talk with and teach the
Arabs. Aga Noxmrellah, a Bahal, from Haifa, who has some
here to take the baths and is an engraver of seals, has
brought with him beeds, etc., to sell to the Bedouins, and

‘the Master, looking at his wares, bought several rosavies

and distributed them amongst the women, who love such cheap
decorations. Thenrn the number of these women went to the
porter of the statlon and asked him a question. He did
not answer them. The Master seeing him turn his head
haughtily, went near and in a laughing way gave him two
blows with his hand, on the cheoks, and said to him: "Dost
thou think thou art betier than them, because thou art a
mere sorvant in this station? Thou must be polite and
kind to women--no matter if they are ignorant Bedouins.
They are the maid servants of God, and we are the servants
of God." Then in order to soothe him, he bought a very
good sgring of beads and presented it to him, whlch made
hiim very happy.

The train brought six guests, two Arabs and four
Zoroastrians, The two Arabs from Beirut and Acca were
token to the guests' tent, and immediately the Master joined-
them, and after his welcome he started 1o speak with them
on the phllogophy of religion anéd the four standards of
knowledge. One of the twoe is Mr. Baroudi, the associate
in & company having received the concession for the improve-
ment of the Tlberias baths. There are four capitalists

-t



Lake Tlberies, Syria, Mey 5, 1914.
Plciades Sylvan Bower, Alhammeh.

Dear Friendg:-

To sit in ths shade of the cool arbor in the early morning
and watch the green silope of the opposite mountailn with its
waving curvatures and deep-cut figsures, while its summit is
gilded with the first ravs of the rising sun, the warblings of
the gweet birds mingled with the plaintive notes of the ghep-
herd--the mantle of spiritual ecstasy apreading over all these
delightful scenes--and above all theBeloved of the world, sitting
in his tent close-by, rraylng--is a rare pleasure, a unigue '
experience that in all probablility will never be repeated in
one's life. I wonder VWhether 1 would have found so much
happiness and contentment, were I camping in this oasis zall
by myself’ or even Wi'ﬁu‘{l 2 number of friendSl Sometimes—“to
be frank--I think I oould ueot endure even the sight of Para-
dise without the pr'(},s;&‘nCG of the Beloved'- . In other :Words,
my Paradlse 1s his presence; my joy is his geood-plegsure;
my rose-garden is nig worid of ldeals; my heaven is his con-
tentment. Wilthout his corstant help and assistance, I could
not write one word, nov would you have been interested to
receive a letter frop O 80 uaworthy.

These were my day-4roams, ¥when suddenly the Beloved
appeared a.t the doom (f.'-'.‘: myr .c’LI‘eeSheh. "Didst 'tahO’Ll Sleep
well last night?® he eswed. "I did., When I rsturned from
my bath, I fell into & ¢ocund sleep. Then I awoke and had
my supper and Slept Elﬁﬁ.ii’loﬂ Seeing that I WaS\buSY with
griting, he smiled avd Commanded me %o continue my work, and
welked away to join the stetion-master and a few others whom
he desired to intreduct Lo iHim. For half an hour he -spoke
tions. Then he jc;i';"':ig_ tlis ladies 1n the ten‘b, and for the
benefit of Mrs. Hoag! and Miss Sanderson, detailed the cus-
toms snd menners of i Afrahs, and how the women are treated
and subjected to alil neniar of menial labors. At 10 o'clock
the train arrived. cthiers were many soldiers, and the whole
the Turkish authoritics ave very actlve in the enlistment of

new recrults, and thol) are wpeing drilled with ‘V’igor and

ev . . . :
: er%ggmhiﬁzestation the Baloved retlred to his own tent,
and 1aid himself domwi: on the ground. He was lying 1n such
o manner that hals o iz Lody was under the sun, the other
half under the shadocy of tiwe tent. He was up after hell an
hour. Sofbthing in vy neart told me to put the work for the
pregent, aside, and £¢ of my Areesheh, and pass by the

o

tent of the Master. roensbly he might call me in. When I
neared the tent, I suv b veclining against the chalr and
looking toward the g¢iobc ol the opposite mountain. "Come
in'" he said. Vvgi¢ dowrn.  Look toward that half-brown,
half-green mountsin'  %i=0 & flne picture it mekes!  Look

at that large floci =7 Z¢&-ta passing through the ravine,
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winding in and out!l Is this not a charming pasteoral scene!
Although it is now verdant, owing to the recent unexpected
fall of rain, yet in one month one cannot find one blade of
grass. ISverythling will be dried to the very root, owing to
the intense heat.” The heat will be so great that no one
will be able to stay herce, and in the middle of the day it is
ag though columrs ¢f smoke rise io the sky. The only tree
that standg the heat of the summer in this desert i1s 'Gaz.
The life of the Arab in the interior is most simple.  Their
principal food consists of the milk of the camel and a few
dates. They do not like the atmosphere of the city. They
revel 1in the expansivencss of the desert.  The other day a
few of the Bedouin women taunted our women because they are
living in the town, while thcy were happy to breathe the

‘fresh alr of the desecrt. When, years ago, 1 travelled from

Acca to Tiberias, in ocur Caravan there was a beautiful Badouin

woman, riding on a camol. She was listless and thoughtful.:
In the same caravan therc was a young Christian, who was
struck with the beauty of this Arab glrl and her dark eyes.
After some futile attempts, he succeeded in establishing
himself in her favor. As 1 was necar, I could hear their

conversation. lle was telling her- 'Thou art so beautifull
Why dost thou not come to the eitv?! "Yhy?' '0h! Thou
wilt be married to a rich man!' '¥hat will.-he do for me?’

'He will build for thees a lovely house, thou wilt be served
ag a queen; servants and maids will wait on thee; thou wilt
walk through green gardsns, thou wilt sleep on soft beds in-
stead of sand;  he will buy for thee many precious jewels
with which thou wilt decorafe thy body, he will surround
thee with such woncerful cbkjocts that thou hast never seen,
even in thy dreams!!’ The pirl streightened herself on the
camel and locked at the youth with pity and contempt in her
whole demeanor. 'I have my beloved desert, vast, broad

and immeasurable. ¥not dao T want to do with your cave-
like, care-like and bor-like houses. There the air is
sguffy. here the whole cinanse of the Sahara 1s your avenue
and boulevards. Herce 13 my home--the palace of immensity,
the resldence of God's own children. Fie on your town and’
your civilization, snebbish mapners! I hate them! I can-
not beer to look at theml They arc all cheap tricks sanc-
tioned by your so-called society. You come abroad to dis-

o play your crafty ctiquettes of mock modesty and respecta-

bility, while in realiiy ycu asre physically and morally and
Intellectually corrupt, affiicted with loathsome diseasges.
Away from mel Lebt me stsy where I am! My home.is the
Sahara, my couch is the solfit sand, my decorations are God's

. virtues, my lamps by =night the moon and the starst'

He continued--to-tell _me other such wonderful stories
and I wish I had tims =2ud space to write them. After his
lunch and rest, he caliad me to his tent and dictated a few:
Tablets in Turkish. e weather has already become warm,
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and beads of perspiration were streaming down my forehead.
After this he went to the station. No matter what time he
goes there, the Arabs are sympathetic listeners. "Let me
acquire knowledge!"” an Arab said, as he pushed his way
- through the crowd to come near the Beloved. The Master

does not mince at words, and this afterncon he enumerated
thelr fallures, their predatory instinct, their tribal
strifes, their lack of feelings as regards the study of
sciences and arts, and their present lgnorant status. They
were struck with the force of his authority, the lucidity

of his talk and the truthfulness of his advices. "Why are
.you so slothful?" he pleaded with them. - "Why do you not
make an effort to raise the educational standard of your
women?  Are they not your mothers, your slsters, your wives?
* Why do you hug ignorance so long to your‘breasta? Hail,

. friends, hail the light of Enowledge! Welcome the bride
© of understanding and carry in your hearts the torches of

wisdom."

S After this talk, he went to the bath. There alsc he
.8poke end counselled bhefcecre golng in. )

-We ate our supper under the moonlight. We had an

‘Arab guest who related two lovely stories with a moral
lesson to them. Then we walked towards the spring, and
gsaw the wonderful sword-dance by more than 400 Arab hen.
It was very wierd and sensational.
- '~ The mmmbers of the Magter's camp, including men,
‘women snd servants, have reached to 30. = As the days roll
on, We may have more guests. ' - -

Ahmad Sohrab.




Plelades Sylvan Bower, Alhammeh,
Lake Tiberias, Syria, May 6, 1914.
Dear Friends: -

Cut of the desert the following message 1s sent to the
‘Bahai world; from the "Garden of Allah" this beautiful
nogegay 1ls forwvarded to the Bahal meetings:-

- "The more union and agreement appear among the belisvers
of God, the greater will be the Divine Confirmetion, the morse
uninterrupted will be the descent of the holy blessings from
heaven! The friends must love each other with such deep
sincerity as to move the heartsg of those who come in touch
with them. They must establish the Kingdom of Unity in the
hearts of mankind, so that they may with their own eyes see
- the embodiments of kindness, righteousness and purity. The
world of humanity is submerged in the ocean of darkness, ig-
norance, lust and passion. The people are in the bondage of
worddliness and tled with the baser attachments. They are
not thinking for one moment to attain to the good-pleasure
of the Lord. They have smeared their wings with every form
of play. The creatures are under the subjugation of these
lower appetites of nature. They are engulfed in the world
of nature and live in accord with the requirements of nature.
They are like these cows grazing in the green field. They
have no other thought, ldea or concern save grass, water
and the appeasing of their animal passion. The Individuals
of mankind must release themselves from these tles. Only
through the Cause of God, only through the religion of God,
only through the power of the Merciful can they adorn their
inner being with spiritual virtues. ¥hile on the one hand
the people are immersed in the sea of worldly notions, the
believers of Cod must inspire thelr hearts with heavenly
idezls; they must cause a great reverbration in the pillars
of the earth; they must rear like the lions and wave like
unto the sea. They mast show them the beauty and charm of
the world of God. . Even while I live in the desert, I ex-
pect to receive good naws from the believers of God in zll
parts of the world.

"The Cauge of CGod is like unto a college. The be-
lievers are like untoeo the students. The ccllege is founded
for the sake of the acquirement of sciences, arts and litera~
ture. If the sclences are not therein and the scholars are
not educated, the objasct of the college is not achieved.
The students must show the results of their study in their
deportments and deedsg, otherwise they have wasted their
lives. Now the friends must 80 live and conduct themselves
as to bring greater glory and results to the ReliBlon of
God. To them the Cause of God must be a dynamic force,
transforming the lives of men, add not a question of meet-
ings, committee, futile discussions, unnecessary debates
and political wirc-pulling.

"What is the sum-total and upshot of farming, plough-
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ing, sowing the seeds and irrigating? 1Is there any other
thought behind all these labors save the gathering of crops?
If the sheaves are only green and verdant, but having no
grains of wheat or barley, the result is not achieved. .
The aim has been the luxuriant verdancy of the field, but
the richnesgs of the harbest. I hope the helievers will do
their utmost to crown their lives with abundant harvest.
The frliends are the members and organs of the body of the
Cause. FEach member must be active and perform its duties.
The eyes are the organs of this temple; thelr function is
to see. -The ear is another organ; it mast hear the voice.
The hand 18 another organ; 1t must take hold of things.
If they 4o not perform their functions, they are useless
and unnecessary. Hency each one of the believers must be
an active member of the Cause. There is a vast difference
betweén the soul who has consecrated his 1life to the joys,
pleasuresg and dslights of this mundane world, and the soul
who seeks npaught else save the good-pleasure of the Lord,
who devotes his rest and comfort to the progress of the
Cause. Let ths Bahal world become the expression of one
single individual seeking to live the 1ife of holiness and
. sanctification.” _ "
S This spiritual and divine message was uttered this
afternoon-as he sat in front of his tent. Although he was
-apeaking to s number of Zoroastrian Bahals who came over
this morning from Adassehah, yet unconsciously he was ad-
dressing thc Bahail world. I could go on and translate
some more of his wonderful words, but enocugh is translated
to show you the burden of his message. He went on and
spoke more, now about the stirring life of Baha'c'llah,
egain reciting the tragic eventg of the years of the Bab,
but slways impressing the listeners with the importance
of .the promulgaticn of the Cause, and the great responsi-
bilities of the Bahals concerning this matter. After this,
followed by = number of bhelievers, he walhed toward the
bath. There at the spriug, on the mad veranda of the
crude hut of the Inspectéor, he gathered around him several
important Shelkhs of the triles of the desert of El Houran,
and spoke to them on the spiritual principles of El Islam.
With wonder 1n th2ir eyes, they listened to every word that
igsued from his lips and paid him honor and reverence when
. he finished hils talk. After the bath, he returned to the
camp, riding on his horse. In the evening, for more than
one hour he walked alone in the moonlight. I stood near
the door of my Areesheh, watching him walking, his majestic
body silhouetted against the hills and mountains that were
bathed in the pale moonlight. What strange and mystic
thoughts were revolving in his spiritual mindl
In the morning pazssing by the door of my "Aressheh”,
the Master went to his own tent and was there for a long
tiwa. all alone. Then coming out he called my name a-
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loud, and immediately I was behind him.  "Come arong' I
want to take & walk." He reached the Areeshehs of a few
Jews from Haifa who have come here to take the hot baths.
He gat “here and started to spesk with £hHéA an old Jew azbout
- Mount Csrmel, Elijah, his cave and the miracle of sacrifice,
ard asked him whether, like others, the Jews belleve these
buildings were founded by Solomon. He said "No.! At this
time a tall negro passed by, and looking at the Master, ap-
proached him. In a Tew minutes hias sad story was related.
He was from the interior. He hed walked on food up to
Alhammeh. He had no money. He wants to take the baths,
and he wants to go to Haifa. The Master's hand went immed-
lately into his pocket, add our tall negro brother was happy
beyond words. He laughed, showing a set of pearly teeth,
and passed away from before us, probably never to be seen by
us again.
) Speaking about an influential Syrian, who has been
grabbing the land of the poor peasants, the Master said:
It s very strange how the pnssession of a few gpans of earth
blinds men to justice and failrness. He becomes neglectful
and heedless, forgetting God in his mad hagte after wealth'
and traupling upoar the rights of others. In other counttkes,
guch cases of gross injustice are rare. Those who are God-
fearing never comwnit such acts, and those people who are
- not afraid of God must be conslderate lest they mgght jeop-
ardize their reputation and grod nams and thus be degraded
in the estimation of the public and bring dicgrace uvpon them-
., 8elves and upon those who are connecied with them in the
‘.- business world." )
o The train brought new guests, Aga Sayad Ali Afnan and
- his family, Aga Hessein Ashjee and his son, and two others.
.. The Mester received and welcomed them in my Xreesheh. Aga
" Mehdi and Abul Gasen had sent wenderful bouguets of flowers

~ag-tokens of their devotion and imperishable attachment to
.'the -Cause.

Ahmad Sohrab.




Pleiasdes Sylvan Bower, Alhammeh,
Lgke Tiberias, Syria, May 7, 1914.
Dear Friends:-~ ' _ : <
Biblical students belleve that in at least two instances
the name of this valley 1s recorded in the 0ld Testament.
First it is in Second Chronicles Chapter 6, v. 3 and 4.
"And Solomon want to Hameth-Zobeah, and prevailed against
it.

"And he bullt Tadmor (Palmyria, in and around Damascus)
in the wilderness, and all the store cities, which he built
in Hamath." ' .

Likewise in the book of Joshua, Chap. 19, v. 33, 1t is
mentioned as one of the many fenced citles:=- '

"And the fonced clties are 2iddim, Zer, and Hammath,
Rakketh and Chinnerath." . .

All through this Wast country there are old remains
of an ancient c¢ivilization. For example the situation of
Beison (two stations above this) is very remarkable, com-
mending a view of the. Jordan Valley. The ruins are very ex-
tensive, occupying an arca of over two miles. Amongst them
are the remains of a castle, a temple, with standing columns,
a theatre, a Roman arch, and all around are traces of a
massive wall. The history of Beth-shan or Beth-shean
(house of quiet) the ancient name of Peisan, is full of
interest. The town belonged to Manasseh (I Chron. 7 Chap.
v. 29) though within the original limits of Issachar (Joshua
18 Chap. v. 11). The Igsarelities were unable to drive out
the Canaanites, but placed them under tribute (Joshuna 17 Chap.
verges 12, 13, 16.) Whon the Philistines came to strip the
glain on Mount Gilboa, after the fatal battle, they found
Saul and his three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. And they
cut off his head, and stripped off his armour, and sent it
into the land of Philistines round zboul; to publish 1t in
the house of their idols and amongst the people. ~And they
put his armour in the house of Ashtorath; and they fastened
his body to the wall of Beth-shan ( 1 Samuel 31:8,10,12).
When the Scythians overran the comnntry, it is stated by later
historians that 2o c¢olony established itsolf here and the name
was changed to Scythopolis and it was a eity of Decapolis, or
the Leagune of Ten Cities. It was a prosperous place in the
twelfth century. Finally, it was demolished by Saladin.

The railway, running east, leaves to the South the beautiful
plain in the center of which ig the station of Beisan. The
line now approaches the Jordan, not far from the ford named
"Makkadel-=El-Aboreh ("The Ford of the Cossing") which Colonsl
Conder, supporting the theory held by Origen, supposes to be
the Bethabera where John the Baptist exercised his ministry
(John 1, 28.) To our left as we proceed, we notice crown-
ing a hill-top, the ruins of the Crusading Fortressg of
Belvoir, built by King Fulke in 1140, and taken by Saladin
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in 118%2. The line now crosses the Wady Bireh, and then
running north by north-west, along part of an 0ld Roman
Road passes the station of Jiar-el-Majinia, on the right
bank of the river. The Jiar-el-Majinia, or Bridge of
Assembly, probably,derived its name from an ancient market
which was held in a now ruined EKhan (Inn} not far off. The
bridge is a Saraconkc structure, consisting of a large pointed
arch flanked on either side by s smaller and lower one. A
causeway supported on three other arches runs above the small
side-arches to the level of the great middle omneo. About 3
miles N.E. of this bridge, thc line c¢rossed the Yarmulk, and
about five miles beyond reaches tho station of Es-Semakh
(alight here for Tiberias. which is reached by beat crossing
the lake) on the southern shore of the Lake of Galilee, having,
after crossing the Yarmuk, passed on the left, first the red-
tiled roofsg of the Jewish agricultural colony of Sejarah.
The view of the Lake and 1its surroundings, as seen from
Eg-Somakh, 1is magnificant. Part of Tiberias ias visibdble,
whilst Tell-Hum, or Capernaum, is clearly seen ati the north
end of the lake, not far from the northern in-flow of the
Jordan. On the hills beyond we see Safed and some villages,
vhile toweéring above all and in the distant background, is
snow-covered Hermon, whilst to the S.E. perched on a mountaln
top, are ruins of Umm Keim, the Gadara of the Gospels.
Jeaving Es-Semakh (699 feet below ssea-level) the train
proceeds for about four miles S.E. towards. the mouth of :
Yarmuk reine. The Yarmuk is the iHieromex of the Ancilents,
and not mentioned In scriptures, though its name does cccur
in the Talmud. The interesting little plain, where we are
camping, lies just inside and bsyond the narrow entrance to
the great ravine. It 1s asserted that this enclosed plain
is to the Bedouin an inviolabls sanctuary or place sbout one
of refuge. It 1s about twe mi}les long from east to west,
and one mile in width. The area is occupied by patches of
fultiBated lands on the northeran slope and bits of jungle,
amongst which are numerous clumps of wild date-palms, and
other sub-tropical trees and underwood. Here lie ruins of
the ancient baths, temples, theatres, churcheg and tombs of
Gadara, the sad rellcs of a civilization which once throve
here, but wag put to an end by the great Battle of the Yarmuk,
which in A.D. 638-7 first made Mohammedanism triumphant in

the Holy Land. Here are the remains of a small Romen

amphitheatre, ag well as of a Roman bath. = The chief hot
spring is found on the Pight bank of the river, and the water
in which the Master bathes every day is about 1200 Fahr., and is
inmpregnated with subpher. This region is visited every year
in the spring by large numbers of sick persons and those who
desire to take these hot baths.

Today while the Beloved was wslking toward the bath,
referring to some of his historical remarks concerning this
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most interesting spot, he said, "Although some of the simple
folks believe that thesge ancient monuments of civilization were
built by Solomon, yet there is no foundatlon for such belief.
It is true that David c¢onquered theso lands and Solomon ex-
terded the boundry of his father's conquests, but there wers
no public buildings at that time. When Alexander the Great

( in 332 B.C.) conquered the Persian Empire, the territory

of the Jews became a Macedonian Province.  Immedlately after
his death (In 324, B.C.) and the dividing of his vast empire
between his four able generals, his ambition of world-conguest:
camt to naught. Syria and Palestlne became the share of
Seleucus. Seleucus and his successors, by conguests and wars,
added year by year large territories to their dominion. in
the gear 205, B.C., the Seleucidae, or descendants of Selsucus,
had established a kingdom of syria, extending from the Med-
iterranean to the Indles. The Capital towns were Selucia

on the Tigrls and Antioch on the Buphrates. Antlochus 111,
the Great, lald the foundation of ten prosperous colonies in
as many parts of Syria, and Anatolia, and induced many Jews,
by granting them speclal privileges, to migrate and settle
permanently in these colonies. One of the cities built by
Antiohus the Great 1s the city of "Mokeiss" on the top of the
mountain, the dllapidated buildingscof which are yet witnessed
by the tourists. The two springs situated in the north and
the south of the valley are connected with each otherby a sys-
tem of arches, over which people walked and viewed the smiling
prosperous plains dotted with buildings of many stories and
men and women busily cngaged in the pursuit of pleasure or
work. Where are now those Gresk Kings and Roman Imperators
and Queenly ladles who iived in their palaces, danced in the
moonlight and bathed in the hot springs of the valley?" They
l1aid the foundations of these stately buildings, and they
reared thelr walis so high that they vainly thought the hand
of time would not touch them. How would they feel 1f thelr
ghoste could return and look upon this dismal picture of com-
plete desolation! The wild, roving Arabs pliching their tents
in the ruins #f those gorgeous palaces. -~ They have become

the dung-heaps of animals and men, stables for their asses and
horges! Such sights give one much thought for reflection and
contemplation! Now the flood of destruction nath reached its
¢rest. From now on there will be a period of construction.
This plain will be built and will beccme inhabited by a

happy people. It will not take a long time before this will
become fulfilled."

This morning, Abdul Baha entered my shady bower unpro-
claimed and sat for some time. Tea was brought in, and in his
holy Presence we drank thie ruby contents of the glasses.

He spoke with Aga Sayad Ali Afnan, and wished him to hasten
some work which has started on the Holy Tomb of Baha'o'llah.
"Whether I am there or not, the Blessed Spot must always be
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4  in the best condition'™ he sald. Then he retired to his
( f tent, and after awhile asked me to join him and thanslate for
4 X him a few more chapters of the Book of Buddha. Thile I was
g thus engaged, five Arabs from Adaseyeh Were announced.  They
g were gent as 2 delegation by the farmers 10 present some of
their rneeds and complaints to the Master. They were re-
ceived with true Arab courtesy, and hospltality. He 1list-
ened to their complaints with wonderful patience, and then
read their long petition. He sent then and there for the
men who are the heads of the village, and instructed them in
: the most practical, business-like way, thus securing for the
- peasants the raquired redress. Amongst .other things, he
" sald to them:-
- "Consider that Abdor-Rahman Pasha received one-fourth
g of the entire crop end produce from the farmers in his vil-
lages, Mckaibe, just next door to you. On the other hand,
you are charged only one-tenth, and nothing more. For
many years, personally, I have not received one céent from
this village, nay, rather, as you all know very well, on
various occasions I have expended many thousands of piastres
over the improvement of the place. You must be most thank-
ful and praise God for Eis Bounties. I wish that each of
you may be really comfortable and happy, and that the esgsent-
ial means of your livelihood be always amply provided. You
are my children, Mix and asgsociate with the Parsees. They
will instruct you in many lessons of agriculture. They will
teach you farming along modorn lines. They are most in-
‘dustrious and you cen amellorate your conditions, and increase
your crops, by watchlng thelr ways. Live a virtuous, up-
right, honest, thruthful life. Waslk in.the path of the
righteoua and do not give your ears to the froward and the
transgressor. Do net sow the scedof discord and jealousy
amongst yourselvesr. Co-operate with each other and be always
quick to learn. Shun slothfulness. Be diligent in your
- work. Have you not read in the Koran wherein it.1s revealed
by the Lord: "Those farmers who belleve in God, practice
‘virtue and are striviug in their avocation. He will open
‘before their faces the doors of heavenly Blessings!'’ In
"Halfa there is a colony of Germans. They are all Christians.
-They have not even one-tenth of your land, but as they are
faithful and perseyvingng, they all have become wealthy, he-
cause they practioce intensive farming. They are all better
off than your Amirs and Sheikhg. Why should you not be at
1east 1ike them?"
© In order that this large company of ' men and women may
ave as much milk as they like, every morning and evening four

herds them every day and a Bedouin wqman milis them morn
-aud-eve. ~ The Master was telling Mirza Abdorra-Auf that the
u) must wash her hands with scap before she milks the cows.

arge cows and their little calves are brought to our camp. A

e ——
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" Every night one or two Persians, with cur Arab guard,
Mahmoud, sit up all through the night and walk now and then

around the camp, so that no thief may enter. In order to test f&&f

them, whether they are really wide-awanke or not, the Beloved
has been getting up for the last two nights between 2 and § A.M.
and calling their names aloud: "Who 1s there? Art thou swake?"

Mirza Hadl, my room-mate, left to-day for Haifa. He did
not know whether he would comé back or not.

The night was very attractive, calm and beautiful. The
weather was cool and the moonlight was simply divine. My
solitary walk was greatly enjoyed. The Beloved took his
supper with aboul a dozen of the Persians, in my Areesheh.

I abstained from my food, because I wag attacked by one of
those periodical headaches.

A most charming Areesheh is preparcd for the Master,

Just next to mine, and he occupled it this afternoon for about
two hours. ¥hen 1 Jjoined him, and was permitted to sit down
on the rug as he was doing, he said: “Here I am.' My verdant
and shady arbor is next to thine;. bufil am afraid I will qive
1t up in a day or two. 1 never keep anything for myself.

While I was thus happily enjoying hie heavenly presence
all alone, an Arab c¢alled, and somehow the question of social-
1stic movement in Europe and America was brought in, and the
Beloved gave a clear cxposidion of the demands of the labor
gocialists, the woeful results of the strlkes and the con~
stent clash between the capitalists and the wokkers.

Then he dictated a very eloquent Tablet in Arabic, and
the interview was brought to a close.

"Let love and amity be the musical notes of your lives;
Joy and fragrance the harmonizing of your hearts; sincerity

and devotion the clarions of your souls'" wag his advice to a
Turk. -

Ahmad Sohrab.
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. money. When I arrived, the Judge and a few other of- -

Plelades Sylvan Bower, Alhammeh,
Lake Tiberias, Syria, May 8, 1914.
Dear Friends:-

"Puring the life-time of Baha'o'llah", the Beloved .said,
while sitting at the entrance of his tent and looking up
towgrds the heilght of the mountain, "the inhabitantas of the
village, Mokeiss, were most anxious that I would buy half
of their real estate for 1,700 Pounds Sterling, but I ‘did
not do 1t. They knew that if they were my farmers, they
would be infinitely better treated than by one of these .
T urklish Pashas, who by every hook and ¢rook try to exact )
from them all that they produce with the sweat of their
brows. Nowland value 18 s¢ ralsed that an offer of
12,000 Pounds Sterling has been refused by them, for the
same land they offerred me for 1,700 Pounds Sterling.
I bought helf of the village of Adassaxah for only $1000,-
and half of the village of Nogaib for $300. In t hose
days land was very cheap in those parts, but since the
constructlion of the railrcad, all the prices have ralged
conslderably, especielly those lands which are situated ;
in the vicinities of the stations along the.way. Years , ‘
ago there was a village, half of which I was going to buy,
but there was another party who was anxlous to get hold
of the samc. He Intrigued much, but to no avail. At
last the papers and decuments were properly drawn up and
glgned, and I went to the Government house to pay the

ficials were present. I sat down, and after preliminary
remarks I took the money out of my pocket and started to
count it. At thal very moment, the door was opencd, and
one of the believers entered the room with the following
message from the Blessed Perfectlion: "Leave the earth to
the people of the earth." T took the papers into my
hands and tore them into pieces and said: 'Now whoscever
desires to buy this land may do so without.-any interference
on my part.' I got up and left the meeting. They were
all agtonished {0 see me giving up ithe #and so suddenly.
From that day I never cared to buy land; otherwisge I

oould have bought many villages. 'Let the esarth to the
people of the earth' is a heavenly advice to all the be-
lievers of God. Léat them lighten their leads as much

as they are able; . thus they may become inspired with
divine ideale and world-illuminating thoughts. ‘'The clouds
of care and worry must be dispelled; otherwise the sun of
repoge and seronity will be always hidden. The ‘garden
must be cleared from its thorns and thistles; so that
flowerg of all kinds and hues may grow from 1its soil."”

The other day he gave an 1nterest1ng'talk, a short
passage may herein be inserted: "If a friend dies and
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leaves behind some debt, the believepPs muet do thelr utmost
to pay it off to the wvery last cent. For example, I pass
avey from this world, while being under obligation of debt,
the friends must see to it that all such debts are clearcd.
During our sojourn in Bagdad and Haifa and Acca, many be-
lievers died, leaving behind dcbts of large and small sunms,
and I palid them all most scrupulously. It mekes no differ-
ence whatsoever, whether 1t 138 & question of paying my own
dcbt or the debt of my friend or friends. People may

look upon this subject from a different standpoint; bdut it
must make no difference to the Bezhais. ¥o must considcr
the debt of the believers of God as our own debt. This is
the station of unity.”

Specking avout forigetiulness, he said: “Man is liable
to forget things very quickly, but the animals remember
longer. If you have been kind to a dog once in your lifo-
time, it will never forget and will follow you whenever it
sees you. Once in Acca two persons claimed undisputable
possession of 2 donkey. They brought witnesses before the
Judge to substantiatc thelr. respective claims. The Judge
was bewildcred and did not know which party he should heed,
because to all appearances both seemed to be right. At
last he found a solution. He sald: ‘Let the donkey a&lone.
Man may forget, butl the donkey will not forget. Let it go
out, and if it stops at the door of sither of your two
houses, that one is its undisputed owner.' This suggestion
ras carried out, and the right ownor was discovered.

This morning, he came out and walked around the camp
and the station for an hour or iwo, refreshing and gladden-
ing the hearts with his spiritual discourses and talks. At
ten o'clock the train arrived. Haji Ali Nagi, who is a
believer from Egypt but on his way to India, Haji Ali and
Scheil Effendl, from Haifa, descended from the train. 1
sev the Master walking from one to the other end of the
train, apparently expecting someone to alight. Suddenly
our Commander {(who was the guest of the Beloved the first
day of our arrivel) emerged out of tho first-class compart-
ment. He was drcssed in his military uniform. The Master
advanced, got hold of his hand, and ¢mbraced and kissed hin
before the eyes of all the wondering spectators. Hand in
hand, telking and laughing, they walked toward the tent.

The Commander is a dashing, tall, handsome officer, powerful
enough to command and direct the movementa of geveral Turke-
ish regiments in Acca, Jerusile m and Medina. The Master
18 now old, with white beard, but with youthful energy and
power. Therefore it was not only interesting but very sig-
nificant to see both of them walking beside each other, with
their honds locked in each .other's. They are two generals,
but each one 1s marshalling different forces. One 1s the
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general of the-army of peace, the other the Commander of the
regiment of war. But they arc friends. I hear the Commander
18 going to pass a few days at loast with us. He ig the
guest of the Mastor. The tent and Are esheh of the Beloved
will bid him a hearty welcome. They were. together practi-
cally all day; they dined and supped and bathed together.

“he Conversation between them is carried on In Turkish, and

1 do not guite understand this language. As they pass the
hours in the Areesheh, I hear clearly the volce of the Master.
Now he speaks about the military herces of Persla, again the
Tictories won by some Orilental General and the romantic de-
tails surrounding his adventurcus lifs. They took their
supper together right under the soft rays of the moon, in-
terspersed with talks and stories, till very late at night.

Arabic newspapers were brought with this morning’s
train, but no letters. Thus, although we are temporarily
ghut off from all the Bahal news, yct we are assured that
God is directing the steps of Hls sincere believers.

Ahmed Sohra"o;.




* Plolades Sylvan Bower, Alhammeh,

_ L.ake Tiberias, Syria, May 9, 191i4.
Degr Friends: . ‘

“What do you expect the Bahai to accomplish in this
world?' asked a stranger. '

The Beloved one answered:- "The Bahals must be the ser-
vants of universal Peace, the workers for the Cause of the
Oneness of the world of humanity, the spreaders of heavenly
Love amongst the children of man, the promulgetors of the
principles of the progress of mankind, the dispellersa of the
clouds of religious, national, patriotic ned political pre-
Judices; and the upholders of the inviolable rights of e-
guality botween man and women. They muast correspond relig-
ious 1desals with the deductions of scisnce and reason, and
discard all such theories which cannot atend the test of
intellect and ompirical knowledge. Thig is the work of the
Bahaieg. Dost thou not decsire to accomplish this work?  Art

- thou not in favor of it? Dost thou llke to onlist in this

army? You? Then, come and usher under this tent, Make
thou also an effort so that the world of humenity may attaln
to the highest summit of perfection. Stbive that roliglon
may be cleansed from ignorant prejudices. Strive that bias
may be removed. Strive that warfare and strife may become
non-existent. Strive that love and good-fellowship may

- replace intolerance and the narrowness of dogmatism. Strive

to scatter the seeds of kindness in the hearts. Thesc are the
teachings of Baha'o'llah. We are striving in this path.
His Holiness Baha'o'llah has opened a great Door of inter-
dcpondences of all nations before the faces. For example,
the strict adherents of the precsent-day religions consider each
othor as iInfidols and contaminating, as apostates in the sight
of God and man, as deserving to be thrown . tc the bottonm of
Hell nad 1n the Jaws of Satan; but Baha'o'llah, addressing
the world of humanity, seys:- 'Ye are the leaves of one
branch and the fruits of one trec!'" :

"What ie your belief as regards the origin of evil?"

The Blessed One answered: "There 18 no origin of evil.
The origin of evil 1s non-exigtent. For example, darkness
ig evil. It 18 the absence cof light. Whenever there is
no light, there is darkness. Consequently it has no exist-

. ence. Poverty is the absence of wealth. Ignorance is the

absence of knowledge. Evil 1s the absence of good. A1l
evlls ars non-existent and have no outward forms and shapes.
Creation 1s good. ‘'And the Spirit of God moved ®Wpon the
face of the waters, and God said, Let there be light; =ahd
there was light. 4And God saw the 1gght that 1t was good!'"

"How can one understand the object of his 1ife?"

The Blessed One ansgwered: "There are two kinds of under-
standings; objective and subjective. To illustrate; Thou
geest this glass of this wat er, and thou dost comprehend in
a dbjective manner thelr constituent parts. On the other-

\hand{”tnou canst not see Love, Intellect, hate, anger, sorrow,




