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Y : In the Presence cf Abdul-3aha

It v._ no confirmation in belief to me to come into the
Prosence of 'AbduleDaha; perhaps I did not need it as I came
into the ¥alth in 19034 I had already been a2 Baha'l for nine
years when 'Abdule-Daha came to the United States inm 19123 I
had accepted Him as the Center of Baha'u'llah's Covenant of
peace and unity for the world, However, every moment spent
in His Presenco brought its lesson in the "divine art of live
ing +" :

The feeling that I reeall most vividly when first entere
ing 'AbduleBaha's sulte was that at last, after a long and are

duous journey, I had reached home, I wanted to talke off my
hat and coat end hang them on the hook, and I believe I might
have justified myself in doing so had I i‘émd someone to serve,
for nothing gave !'Abdule-Baha so much pleasure as sceing the
friends arise to serve others; whether the service was large
or small maite no diffez"enco. Perhaps the best uay to tell a
story ic to start at the bégirming.

lMrs, Hargaret Lo Grange and myself, Baha'is of Johnsetoun,
Lew York, a::ti.cipgting the visit of 'AbduleBaha to Amerieca in
1912, were planning to go to liew York City to meet Uim on are
rival, A day or sc before we plamned to start for New Vork,

word came that 'Abdul-Baha wvas not on the vessel expeeted,




This nows vas of ecurse disturbing te us and uwac the suuse,
temporarily, of greater didaspointment then I eon expross.
liovever, the thought comd to me that *AbduleSahs could send a
wireless mocsage, vhieh e did, confirming iiis antieipatod
arrival, (Vireles- vas then in it's infunmey and wvas conSlder
ed more or losc a miracle,! Jceording to our plan, thep:fores,
ve started for lieu York City on the evening preceding the
eloventh of April, The noxt morning we found our way to the
pler vhere glready mony of the friends of ¥Yibdul-Dalia were
gathered, this nusber beimg augmented by the frequent arrivael
of others, some alone, some in groups of %o or three, ‘ubw
dued czoitmeont, glorious antleipation at the jJjoy of moeting
the Master, filled the hearis apd radiated from the faccs of
the friends, Ve velted for aome time and at last cur patidneo
was roworded in soelng the huge bullk of the weooel brvaling
through the morning fog and mist, In due time 1t docied,
It was not long before word cume fvom YAbdul-Saha that

o would meet the friends at t.e home of Nv. and Mrse Eioneys

tuo Ogha'lis of long standing in the “alth, After roteiving
this word the frion s bepgan to dispersc, Dut Margaret and I,
knowing thot 'Abdul-Dsha was on the vessely eould not tear oule .
selves auvay from the pler, sc lingerdng, ocur eyuc riveted, we
vere rovarded with a glinmpse of Him for wiiom our hoearts longods
Then, satisfied, in antlci-ation and woliecs of the afternoon *
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sical ecxistance has absclutely passed from ny nNemory.




Uhen we arrived at the home of e, and Urso, i'imag, the
rocms were evouded with the friends ond '».‘-;b»mlui—‘i'aha wae - -mg:l«-
ing froely amomg them rediating the epiritusl harviness He
gal e felt in mectine the “"fricnds of Uol," That aﬁemm
ﬁ.n'fiia firet addvess to €he ‘morioan Daha'is He seld in sart:

71 em greatly pleased with the elty of Hew York,
its harbor entrance .1&5 g:iem. mﬂ,dmga and broadavenunes
,m wexxi icont and bms.%u.\zl. Truly 1t 1o a vonderful
elty, Bs nev Vor: has made suoh progress in material
clyilication, T hope that 1% may elso advence apiritually
in the Tinglom and Covenant of God so that the friends
hore may beecme the seuse of the illumination of Zmerioas
‘that this eity may beeome tho eity of love and that the
fragranse of God may be s;‘réaﬁ from thls plaece to all pario
or tiic worlds T have eome for this, T pray that yeou may
mnli‘eaeati‘m» of the love of BDaha%u'llali..e This éls ny

uighost aspiretion,'

At the ond of this ad. pogs Abduledahe g *a caeh one HeYe

sonalilyy © saping the Hand an’ repeating m word, “Harhaba'l

“arhaba™! s’ftaai&am: elecme! ) with guoch fFawpeus $hat I
eunic not fa?;l to grasp ‘'is meaning Wuﬁ unfamiliar wit: the
uay&.

Our seeond mecting with 'AbluleBaha was on April 1%,
11ivee In etion with thic moote
iu the stud*a g 1 as Phi 1iree In comne

ing, I rust ge into a 11lgtle detall that will show a‘ll too
eloarly my Lsmatweity in thoe ethies ei’ the is:iag&n.

As ’::;-.*.mi;:afv-t and T entoped the ag_mio&s roon we obsarved
our boloved VibiuleSghe sttting on a eoush, a young Peraian
on either alde of inm, ortly ones of the devoted friends ﬁf




R - the Haster ontered and one of the Persians sitting bezide

. tabdul-Baha arose gnd offered His seat to the lady, which

she aocepted, I v s disturbe’ and said to myself«"Ch', whe
is worthy tc sit beside 'Abdul-Baha?"™ The question botihered
me all evening,, but was reiegated to the baekgzround of ny
mind save at times as I found myself alone with my thoug:ts,
~ 'sbduleBaha gave a beauti'ul telk that eveningesaying
in part: }
"These are the days of seodsowing. These are the d.ys
of tree-planting... e who sows g seod in this day will
behold his revard in the fruits and harvest of the heavenw
ly Zingdom," ‘ '
- And agein:
"The doors of the Kingdom are opened,
' The lights of the Sun of Truth are shining=
¥now ye the value of these days.”
' Later, in leaving, as 'Abdul-Beha tock my han’, I was conscie
ous of His eyes p:.‘!‘f";ially raised to mine.. Dia He seé there-
in the unanswercd question of the early ovening: tgho's worthy
to sit beside 'Abdul~Bahe?? :

'n the following Efonday, the last d .y we were privieged
to bein His holy :t'esezme?;vs d igned to answer my quection,
AfSer groeting us e seated largaret on & ehalr near Uim at
Just the right angle, she told me later, where she night look
into fiis eyes; thus mlfiz.é,ing a desire of hers, Then, e
geated me on the goues: beside Him and tuned on me ( the
questioner) the smile of "is divine love, whie: penetrated my

4 «‘- physieal end gpirituval eonseiousness, Thus, did ‘e teach us,




the friends everywhere, not by rebuke, but with touching
example , that the Sun of God's bounty shines upon all and only
the vells of self hide us from an ever inereasing realiza-
tion .of its effulgence. On Saturday,lApril13, 1912, with
many others we gathéred at the home of Mr, end lMrs Morton to
see and heaw;the Master, That day in His address He compared
the apceafance o a Yivine Manifestation to the Springtime and
showed as that'the progress énﬁ deeline of religion are compar-
able tokthe four seasons in the material world, "In part He said:
" The world spiritual is like unto the world phen=
bmanal. When we look upon the phenomanal vorld we per=
cieve tiat it is divided into four secasonsj; one is the
season of spring, another the season of‘bummer, another
autamn and then these three scasons are follojed by winter..."
When'Abdul=Baha rcached the phrase 'The season of surmer"
the interpreterhesitated and finally stoppec speakinge Then
the noise of the Master came forth elear and strong with
'summer! and a ripp1§ of pleasantry went through the audience
as we realizéd that 'Abdul- Baha was interpreting to the
interpreter,
When 'Abdul-Baha was weary and repaired to an upper room,
someone sugzested closing the ¢ or of the raoom, to 'proteet!?
th Master, that He might have some seclusion from the friends

who were already aseending the stairs to be nearer to Him.

How like the days of Jesus when the diseiples tried to spure

Him the eneroachment of the eroyd. 'Abdmi-Baha seid, "Let
them come”! Ye took my hand as I with others passed before

Him and He said to me, " Allah-u-Abha!"
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A‘Z’izrs*: word of Doha Y goeting ué:ieh noans *God the all Clorie
ous’® '
Hony gears loter 'AbduleHaha sald that the unity i‘ the
frierds was the equoe of health to Bln, and the nxtz’em
wearine:s of that afte moon I now be’leve was brought cbeut
by t:c welght o the spirits? burden rather then by any
physieal str in, grect as that no doubt wasg for e vecelved
ealiers from wer: early in the morimg until lete at nights
ne one vas turnel avays
Has g:a.na., and I lomged for on iaeawtes: with $2bduleDahae
Some of the friends had boon grantod that privilege so we declde
el to asi en interpreter to arrange it for us, Again T vas
reufinded of the days of Josus Christ and of the desire of
tho diseliples to proteet Uim from the multitudes The intore
preter sald the Haster vas vory busy, but nothins daunted,
Hargaret explain-d to hin that we were from out of toun and
loage: for an inta“v*e b« fore "eav*n tew York, So the natte:
uas £inally errenged and om Sunday moruing at 9 we found
cursclves beirz ushe e into the Ppesenge of tabduledana, in
fnglich flo wos addres ins us with the words_ "04t dowm, it
dowun, "os e @ourtecsusly shoved us to seats, <“hen the question
so ‘reguentlyasied by Him, "ire you well, Ave you happy’”
et did Ye mean” “he health of the body or the well-beling
of the spirit? I o nt reenll giving an snsver, How could
#e anowore a cuestion that to the Cuscsfon or was slready
eloar... that £or a tim wos gtanding otill; thot we had
reachel the ultinate of our ‘esire, our sté,t;ﬁm in the Sun
“h e there 12 no Nighte His next uvords awakened us to our

imsediate envirorment, ‘e sald, "He was ha ppy to have sueh




through m{teﬁlties, but e had coms farthor to meet us.

- He they J1id the same to me; and vhen I asked the interprete

souls as we were, Heat thou assured, lest thou assured.,”

Aind "we had come some distance to meet Him ond had pased

Such words we wer:- not prepared to hear, Fmowing that
we were humble people, and feeling we had sm&l carae’ty to
serve the ?aihh of Baha'u'llah, we could not understand such
word: applying ‘o ocurselves, :

Ve wePe taken to the smaller room of the suite, where
¥*Abdul- ‘aha gave private interviews. The e e told Hargaret
lie prayed for her parents(who had passed into the 1li'e beyond
some montia before,’ Her eyes filled with tears and overs
floved; mine then did iikewise. The interpreter, perhaps at
a loss shook his hend at us =nd said in an acmonishing tone
thet we shouldnever ery in is Presence, it made Iim sad, ‘
as I looked upy, I sow that 'Abdul-Sahals sodnes: was for us,
not for limgelf- for with ixan&s outstretehed to calum and
proteet us,like a mt.has' hic hovering ov r her young in the

nest, He exclaimed in 'mplisheLaugh, laugh!” I shall mever

forget that Woice, vibrant and powerful beyond andy words of
mine to express, In that Voiece I have c@e to seec the power
of heaven to mnt:‘ all the rpegative forces of oxistence, and,
in az*ising‘ta cboy t-";zat.v cm.n to find the etornal joy of
life. .

1Abdul -g:":ha bode us come to the chureh | Ci:lurch of the
Ascension, St: Avenue and Tenth Street,) whore He was 1:,0 speak
that mornins. UVargaret sat ar iHis side and I -:Erireetly. faeing
dim, lie lovingly took and held the hand of Marcaret{inleave
in-} and fondly patted he> ghoulder with the other hand,
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or to tell Min T vished to scrve illm aluays ‘e eanllicd mo 48
daughter. Do thom seid, "Tour face is _-mﬁisnﬁ -

I find T must digr es o 1ittle 4m order to give the cade
er o clear undorotanding of the rea! wsliue of the beautiful
ezpressions that 'ihkinle3gha bestoved upos the Iriends. Tnoe,
wien leg In a Tablet callod one of the falthful friends 'is
daughtor, I laughingly remaried, "If 'Abduleilaha ever callcd

me s &::u@tér I%d never have spnother worey, 1'd inow T wos
saved,”

‘s wo grow in groece an’ opiritual enderot nding we find
that 'am-%zia', through Shese bestougls, sowed the seedoof
attainment in ou- hearbag we vee'ize that e opomed the door
of opiritual progresos for us, as in iis great love and wisdom
%He sov the Pather?s fase in ovory face.,”

It vas “alm ‘hmm and the ehureh was £illed to capacity
ol mong, cltoogh weo undorstood that the presense of *Abdule
3aba there that mosning had not been rubliely annoumecds %o
’::s::«-. and I heve no wzw to nany others, 1t was an unforgete
table pleturn-=e ¥Abdu -3a a standing among the 1illlcs.

I you have thought of 'Abdul-Jdaha as robed in sombew,
ecclosiastienl dresse please "see” iim row (Ihbever saw flim
othoeruwise! in long, light, e:zey«-ﬂbui;‘w elcalr and lights
varn, conforting, and "alive.” There wus & certaln eclor
recomblance botwoon 'Abdul-faba’s white hale and "is eroame
colore! clock ond the white ond gold of the 1%1lies, fo
stood the e, not o figure come to be worshipped, butas the
Servant of tho “ivine Cardemer, varning the ground of humen
ninds an’ hearts by a Jeepor pencotration o the gays oi".‘c’:$e :

Sun of Truth,




A lthough econming from a life cgf suffering and impriscamaent,
e radiated the life-giving forces of Bod, declaring Therec
is no priscnseve the prison of se!f;" teaehing that men is
easentially a spiritual being, snd that all down the ages
man'sconception of so-called death: as extigfion has corroded
within him anu cl-sed his 3§ir£tual eye to the 'mpsskably |
blessed opportunities of this iife, eg well as &o the vision
- of his gl orﬁgus ci_est:inj;‘._;ﬁ.n all -the worlds a;”;’..;_t_God.

| ‘monc the grds iia addi‘esééd tc that audle ce were the
folloving, ettéﬂ', i;,c‘ year: so strikingly applicable to the
world of today. ’

e salds
“Today the world iz in need of intermational unity

and @nd conciliations To establish these great fundamental

Frineiples a pm%éll_ing pover ig nmeeded, It la seli-
evident that unity of the hyman world g\ the "Woat Groat
Peace'! gannot be aeco plished through ésatez*ial LoaNSees &ll
the Prophets have come te promote civine bestovals, to found
the spiritual eiviiization and teaeh the prineiples of morale
itye  "herefore wo f.:;zust s#:‘ive uit » all our :f:'éwers so that

spiritual influences may gain the vietorysss"

In His first addres that “unday to the Christe
ian Chureh in Ameriea, 'ibdu’e igha sent Corth the eall to

Jnity, even as fle did ater on that same day in His addres:

before the adherents of New Thought,




on that aftermoon, Apriltl, 1912, 'Abdul- Beha addvessed the
Union Meeting of Advanced Thought Centers in Carnegile ILyceum
onvest 57th streets In all His teaching 'Abdul-Beoha was fime
aelrv a point of unity. le firat catablished a basis of unity
and upon that e proceeded to buili something of e¢ternal value.
Semetimes people have guestioned tho simplieity of His prose
entation of Truth, In fis p:xblicaidressas as well g A!.n His
private interviws le fitted" tis words to the spiritual cap-
acity of those to whom He spokes To *he audience in Carne
egie Lyceum, !¢ said in part: ‘

"I have come here with this mission; that through your
endeavors,; through your htawnly morals, through your dovot-
ed efforts a perfect bond of unlty and lm nay be establishe
ed botween the Rast and the West, so that the bestowals of
God may deseend upon all and all may beseen to be parts of
the same trce, the great tree of the human family... So like-
wise must we be connecte! and blended together until each part
shall become the expression of tho whole..." :

Again and again did 'Abdul-Baha stress the One ness of Mane
kinds Al Imanity‘are lecves on the tree of Creabloni some
111, some who need to be healed, otuers ignorant who need to
be tgug:zt; but all recipiente of the Bounty of the loving
Crentor. Tven in material ways 'Abdul-Baha dempnatrated the
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unity e tcught. ‘e jo med In the clapping of hands at that
pmzmmtmm pgathering, ond contribute ' vhen the ofe
foring v s to-en.

I vigh I eould earry to you a clcarer pleture of the
‘ove of 'Abthl-"ha, that love that kmous no lhai_tétion, no
rogtrliction, noulng out to and ambracing male and fenmale,
»ich and poor, stchooled and umschocled, fe recoived caech
soul as a precious substanee wmon which to bestow the
bounty of tio love of Gods 4 touching instaonee of that love
iz found in the eplaode of the ma; One day vhen we were
in tho hall, the 1ittle floorenaid emerged fro-’Abduledahalse
besutifiul roses, the gift to Nim from somo of the Dah'is,
sensing that we were friends of the Haster, all formality
fo'l away ond witha toushing gesture sie exelaimed, “"See
vhat e gave me! Sece what o gave me!™ She probebly knew
nothing of 'Abduledaia's Statlon os the Conter of God%s Cove
encnt and the Interpreter of Soha'u'llah’'s tcashing to &
nec y worldg she r*'=ephapv:: 414 mot 'mow de Seme of Title, m
e hadl shiowun her 'l Love. :

Hargare: and I wvere euntertained during o« 2tey in Sew
Yoriz by oy unt and unele vho lived om 7324 “trect, almost
under the eaves, it seomed to me of the insonia Hotel.
Imogine cur 4 lipght uvéén we were told that'Abdul-Daha woo
staying at the ‘noonia, It seemed like a opeelal privilege

to us, and Indeod sueh it very stri:incly turned out o
be. It cume about in this way- In thet last momning of ou-
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hoped to receive from 'Abduledsha some thing to hel: me

earry on my household dutlcs, vhieh were exsoting, for T
ume the oldef shioned wgy that sssumed the
house could mot be ele:n un’escs cne hod a backashe.

The most emm@e{; psyehiat-iet eould not hawe more
readily touched uprn my need, than <44 *ibdu -“nhae, Servant
of the Divine ‘hiysicism, when He said to me in response %o
tic interpretor's vord about my health:

' Deerecse phy:ieal labor,
Tori: not bogyond the extent of your strength

“mtmfathawmﬁﬁm*s
Strength: 1o fron Cod

Dvine ‘{,ﬂrimxﬁm t!*m?l deseen ',

Tew shali atéaln te feal health
FURt thou assursd of favor of GCols

Tore than onee through the yeirs these words of the laste
er have lWert not only my physieal balamee, but the montal and
’égﬁixwim as well.

& day or t;w before le ving home for llew Tor: €liy %o
mect our beloved lNaster, I had a dr ame During ny yoars of
inowledge of the Ncha'l o', I have had sov-ral dreams from
whieh I have endeavored to extract come sviritua: noaning,
but the dream in cucstion &3 the only one for which I havea

vorbal wmetattm ivon ¥:bhivledghoy therefore the loe
portanes of that partiouiar dream ic €0 me very g reatl
en the faterpretsr apmm of xgamm(thh aﬁoa«:r
W"ﬁ? Mm vRak HEPeBCeEN BofsERn A8
£92.8%55i0 3 be Enke° o083 %in  Teha®1 258ncEe Bie expance.”
Yargaret was them asked 1f sho ad any cuestions, but

hene




ner cup vas full,/ :

The time had come when Margaret and I vere scheduled to
leave Hsw Yoz*gf City for home,

Ye were tuo babes leaving thé proteetion, security and
assurance with which 'Abdu'-3zha'd love had surrounded us,
during the d&ys' gpent in His Pregsenceg for to us He reflect-
ed the TatherhocD of God Manifested in Bala'u'llah, and fe
demonstratedas well The &reoat Mother-Love that hovered overus
in Cur tears. 4 ter this laat umexpected meeting, on April
i5, 1912, ve were never again in is physieal Presence.

: | Ella Ce (Quant

Ondctober20, 1962 the first gonfir-ation of
His omise was made manifest,
TeCele






