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(Copy) | Plejades Sylvan Bower, Alhammeh,

Lake Tiverias, Syrija, May 9, 1914,

Talks With Abliul Baha. '
Titiot | # #

"That do you expedt the Bah#is to accomplish in this world? asked a strang-
er, The Eeloved One answered : "The Bahais must be the servanés of iniversal
Peace; the workers for the cause of Oneness-of the World of| Humanity; the ##
Spreaders of leavenly Love amongst the ¢hildren of men; the promulgators of
the principles of the progress of mankind, the dispellers of the clouds of
peligious, national], patriotic and poli 1ca1 prejudices and the upholders of
the inviolable rights of equality between man and woman, E

They must coxrespond religious ideals with the deductibns of science
and reason and discard all theories that cannot stand the test of intellect
and empirical knowﬁedge. Thig is the wo k of the Bahais. Dost thou not desire
to accomplish this lwotk? Art thou not 1P favor of it? Dost thou like to enlisl
in this army? You? [Then come and usher under wase» this tent make thou abo
an*effort, so that [the world of humanity may attain to the highest surmmit of
perfection, Strive [that religion may be|cleansed fronm ignoraht prejudices,
Strive that bias may be removed, Strive|that warfare and strife may become
non-existent, Strive that love and goodfellowship may replace intolerance and
narrowness of dogmatlsm/Strlve to scatter the seeds of kindness in the hearts.
Trese are the teachings of BAHARORLLAH, |We are stiriving in this path,

His holdness qAHAﬂO'LLAH has opened a great door of intErdependence of

all nations before the faces, Tor example: the strict adherepnts of the pres=-
ent day rellglons consider each other as infidels and contam natlng, - as
apostates in the sight of GOD and man, as deserving to be thrown to the bot-
tom of hell in the |jaws of satan; but BAHAYQ'LLAH, addressing the world of
humanity, says, 'Ye are the leaves of one branch and the frurts of one tree,'

"Yhat is your belief as regards the|origin of evil®?"

The Xlessed One answered: "There is no origin of evil, hvil is non-exis-
tant, For example, |[darkness is evil; it|is the absence of lipght. Wherever there
is no light, there lis darkness; consequenbly there is no existence of it, Pov~
erty is the absence of wealth, Ignorancz is thafiabsence of knowldge, HEvil is
the absence of good, All evils are non-¢ Xxistent and have no|outward forms
and shapes, Creation is good, 'Andi#he Bpirit of GOD moved OF the face of the

l
l

waters, and G ight; and there was Ligh saW’the g
Light that it was food,!

"How can one understand the object of his life?"

The Blessed Qne aswered: "There are two kinds of unde%standlngs, -
objective and subjective, To illustrate: Thou seest this glass of water and
thou dost comprehend in an objective manmpner their constituen parts, On the
other hand thou canst not see love, intellect, hate, agmer, 80 rrow, but thou £
dost recognize them in a subjective way |through their signs and manifesta-
tions, The first ig material; the second is spiritual, The Tirst is outward
the ‘second isfintuirive. I hope that thou mayest make great' advancement in

g

the second kind of understanding, |[Turn thy face towards GOD and say
0 GOD, refresh and lgladden my sprit, purify my heart, illumine my powers, I
1gyha11 my affairs in Thy h ' ge, T will not be

PFJEV?dWﬂEﬁ sovrowful apy medey I will not let tgoumbles harrass me amyhOnger.

(over)

FB g ——— ‘Qup suyp op dn flo 1504 Y} 1w PN
dupagasat “paisonbas sowoN Jo 117 v St @opg  SuS weq@ L SIMNLTNOINOY NFOINFNY JH.L




will not

I
me than myself,

I

Beg everyt!
: faith, ask of HIM
thee, If phou art
on thee, He will

-

"Is this the

the Golden Age but

the Cycle of Love

than ignorance? A

nell lower than ne

"hat are you

The establi
promotion
conformit
elucidation of the essential o
explanation of the continuity
instructil
inculcati
upraising
spread of
The teaching

The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The

The readjust

ers, so that each

most welfare and p
The organizat
nations of the wor
The upholding
This is my du

"Are you the

"I do not 1lik
the world of human

(April 25, 1920)
(3. 12,K,)

dwell o

nin

"fhat is hell9

g thou desirest from

YEAYAYAE Longing for

descend upon thee all

Golden Age?" The Bl
the Diamond Age, Thi
This is the Glorious

The Blessed One s
hell worse than depri
gligence?"

r objects? ’gg‘gse@lesse
shment of the ,of in
of the Oneness of th
v of religion with sc

on of mankind in the
on of the primordial
of the standard of %
the preegepts of spin
s of the synthesis of
lent of the economic o
individual member of
osperity,

ion of the arbitral c
1d may thus. remove all
-0of the principles of
ty. This is my work,

Leader of the Bahais?
e the word 'leader!',
ity.“

<]

If thou art yearning

lessed One answered:

BAHA'O'LLA H, If tho
after knowledge, HE

the love of GOD, He will bestow it up-

His Blessings," |

s is the Century of
Dawn of the Sun of
aid: "Is there any
vation from the Divi

d One .aswered:
ternational arbrtrat
e weld of humanity,
ience and reason,
neness of the ®ivine

L art asking in

ﬁeaﬂty."

te Nearness? A

n the unpleasant things of 1life, 0 GOD, ﬂhou art kiﬁd rito
dedicate myself to Thee, 0 LORD,! !

|

i

will grant it unt@

LThis is not only

ights; this is

ell more direful

"My objects are - -

on,

Religions,

of prophetic revelation,

knowledge of human b
oneness of all pheno)
he golidarity of the
itual YZAXYdd  civili
the heavenly philos
elations between cap
the world of humanit)

ourt of justice in o1
1 traces of enmity ai
one auxiliary,unive:

L

The Elessed One al

These are my objects,

rotherhood,

mena,

human race,
ation.

Ephy.

Ltalists and lavor—
y may enjoy the ut-

rder that all the

nd hatred,
rsal language,
n

nswered ;

I am Abdul Eaha., I am the scervant of

SHNVN

PSS

SANVN

SHNYN

BUNVN

P691,...........‘..“...,....”.,... &

J1012994 “paysanbad

SN Jo 1si v s mojpg  isaS weq LSINNLTINOIRIOY NV OIIANY FHL

au} 1w PN



b B

Pleiadem-ayivah Bowey, Alhammeh,
Lake Tiberins, fyria,May 9, 1914.

"ithat do you expect the Bahai to accomplish in this
woTld?" asked a stranger of Abdnl RBaha.

The Beloved one ansawered:- "The Bahais must be the
servants of universal Peace, the workers for the Cause of the
Onenegs of the world of humanity, the spreaders of heavenly
love amongst the children of man, the promulgators of the
principles of the progress of mankind, the dispellers of the
clouds of religious, national, patrlotic and political prejudices;
and the upholders of the inviojable rights of equality between men
and women. They must eorrenpoud religious ideals with the de-
ductions of mcience and renson, and discard all such theories
which cannot stand the test oﬁ int ellect and empirical knowledge.
This is the work of the Bahais. Dost thou not desire to accomplish
this work? Art thou not in favor of it? Doet thou like to enlist
in this army? You? Then, come and usher under this tent. Yake
thou also an eftort so that the world of humanity may attain to
the highest summit of perfeection. 8Strive that religion may be
cleanped from ignorant prepudicea. gtrive that bias may be removed.
Strive that warfare and strife may become non-existent. Strive
that love and pood-fellowship may replace intolerance and the
narrownese of dogmatism. Strive to scatter the seeds of kindness
in the nearts. ‘hese are the teachings of Baha'o'llah. - e are
gstriving in this path. Jiis Holiness Baha'o'llah has opened a
great Door of interdependences of all nations before the faces.

For example, the atrict adherents of the present-day religions \E
congider each other anr infidels and conbaminating,'na apost ages AN
in the right of God and man, as deserving to be thrown to the

bottom of Hell and in the Jaws of Satan, but Baha'o'llah, addressing

the worldéd of humanity, aays:- 'Ye are the leaves of one branch
and the fruitn of one treh!'"



|
thrnot from lirza Ahmad's Letter, it.Carmel,laifa,July 21,1914,

-Q.--

After an hour, five young American teachers, who.are teaching
in three American schools in Turkey (amongst them Robert College in
Constantinople),called:on the Master.. They had been.attending e
missionary conference somewhere in the vicinity of Mt.Lebanon, mnd
much of the disoussion was, concerning: this interesting. subject.

| Having read about the Beloved and knowing a few facts cencerne
ing 'his trip to America, they: egould not, of course, pass through
Haifa without calling on the Master and paying their respectiul home
age, .“One:of the: qunntlonl -they asked. was about the Easter's iue-
pressions of the United States. He said: "The true liberal relig-
ious spirit i¢ more:in swidenee in. Annrzou than in EBuréeps: ¥rom an
ethical standpoint, they are far ahead of Buropean nations., The
American people as & 'whole are a religious people; they. dinvestigate
the reality and are frese from the fetters of prejudice. The Amsricans
are an inventive nationi:In-'the light of their manifold inventions,
théir servioea to the world of humanity are considered 1noa1culab1e.

1S THERE Al m‘m: R, OR MEAD, IN Ti BAHAI RELICIONY

| Wihe Balinie are. s communit& of co-operative servants:’ They have
no |leader. ., Their only lesder is GOD. . They have no ordsined ministe
ers or prissts. Twhosoever hears and believes in the principles of
this Cause, it is required of him to conyey the liessage to others.
fhe Bahais have no organized missénary headquarters, ' Because their
cardinal creed is the Fatherhood of GOD and the brotierhood of man,
they have no theological wrangles snd no metaphysical speculations,®

| DOTHY BAHAY!' TRAOHINGS MENOVATE 'THS INDIVIDUAL PRIVATE LINE, OR
ARE THLY ONLY A 82T OF PRINCIFLES FOR THY ADJUSTMENT OF GEUERAL Rie
LATIONS BUTHREN WON; WITHOUT. TH4 NECKSSARY REQUIREGINT, O ERASONAL
#ECENERATION? ;o

|“Tha taaohinan or am' n' 11n.‘h are the brcaths or the Hol.; qpint
which coreate’ men ‘anew, Personal purity. both in private and publie,
is| emphasized and insisted. upon.

|‘4um DO THF BAHAIS maz.mvm <

‘" They balieve that mankind must love mankind. than universal amity
rust be practiced; that dead dogmas must be thrown away; that we are
=t the threshold of interdependence; that we must forget prejudices,
angd that universal love nust become the dominant note of the twenti=
eth century.” -

WHAT 050 TUE BAHALD TEACH?

"They teach that the internal spiritual ideam is the same in all
religions; that an unique general plan underlies the foundation of
past faiths; that priestoeraft has distorted the religion of COD;thsat
the active divine idea is hidden under the incrustation of dead e¢=
clestasticism; that religiom must shuffle off the tattered garwuents
of  medievael ages and put on the robe of universal precepts oif GUh,"

THAT IS T8 BAHAI PAITH?

*Trugt in GOD: Be kind to thy fellow-men: Fill the world vith the

spirit of love. The spirit of faith in a Bahai ie very strong, lis
trust is in the grucc of the Holy Spirit.®



Then they asked him about the history and the teachings of
%he Cnuse, and for neary'an hour he enpoke on these subjecis. after
drinking te= and lemdnada. they said: "We (by 'we' they meant the
missiohary warld) are watching with great interest the progress of
thic movement, for it sesma to us ii ia-advahoing with great rapide
ity without the uaﬁal propaganda orgnnization which to us harde-
lteraded, practical Americanws is so escential and necessary. ‘e are
watehing to'aae vilat will be the objective mim of this Cause,”

"The objective aims df this Cause are the oneness oi the world
o1 huranity; universal peace; universal love; international cou=-op-
eration; reciprocity; the promotion of the principles of luuman con=
sanguinity snd solidarity. and the estazblisimuent of the kingdom ol
GOD = first in_tha-hearts of men and then upon the earth. “nege are
tire noble objeotive aime, Are you in sympatiny with them? Will yow
net also do your utmost to hasten thatl dsy? What herm iz there iu
tiis? We are working day and night for the remlization of tnese

ideas and purposes."
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N4 i
“*. may twinkle radiantly, Happiness is an eternal condition. When it #
“is once established, man will ascend to the supreme height of bliss,

i PPINESS

This is the day.of happiness., In no time of any Manifestation
has there been the cause for happiness as now. A happy state brings
special blessings, When the mind is depressed the blessings are not
received. (Words of Abdul Baha: To Mrs. Imogene Hoagg,Haifa,1914).

The soul of man must be happy, no matter where he is. One must
attain to that condition of inward beatitude and peace, then ocutward
circumstances will not alter his spiritual calmness and joyfulness.
(Wwords of Abdul Baha: Diary of Ahmad Sohrab, July 3, 1913).

The world needs more happinéss and illumination, The star of
happiness is in every heart; we must remove the clouds so that it

A truly happy man will not be subject to the shifting eventualities
of time, TLike unto an eternal king he will sit.upon the throne of
fixed readities. He will be impervious to outward changing circum-
stances, and through his deeds and actions impart happiness to others.
A Bahai must be happy, for the blessings of GOD are bestowed upon him
(Wwords of Abdul Baha: Diary of Ahmad Sohrab, Jan. 7, 1914),

Every soul must strive to impart that joy and happiness to man-~
kind the nature of which is permanent. (Words of Abdul Baha: Diary
of Ahmad Sohrab, ifarch 29, 1914).

- L] - - L ]

ify happiness comes from the kingdom of ABIIA, iy joy is from
the delectable paradise, Ny health is gained through the rays of the
Sun of Reality., My spirituality descends from the world of lights.,
My enkindkkment is obtained from the fire of the love of GOD. My at-
traction is vouchsafed from the mainspring of all truths, WUy life is
maintained through the fraternization of all mankind, the progress of
the Cause of GOD and the unity of the friends, (Words of Abdul Baha:
Diary /of Ahmad Sohrab, April 10, 1914)., .

Leughter is caused by the slackening or relaxation of the nerves.,
It is |an ideal condition and not physical. Laughter is the visible
effect of an invisible.cause. Jor example, huppiness and misery are
supersensuous phenomena.. One cannot hear it with ears or touch it
with hends. Happiness. is & spiritusl stute, But happiness is caused
either by looking at a beautiful picture, or witnessing a delectable
panorama, or associating with the person whom you love, or listening
to:a good voice, or solving an intellectuaml problea, All these are
motives of happiness, but -the real cause is spiritual. (Words of
Abdul Baha: Diary of Ahmad Sohrab, June, 1914).

. L] - - .

He turned his smiling face to Mr. Remey and said in English:

"Speak." Mr, Remey replied: "When the hegrt is full of love and hape=

—..._piness there is nothing to say." The Beloved said in reply: "Vhat is

necessary is divine joy. Divine happiness is the speaker of the heart.

“~You have arrived here at a good time; the weather is temperate; there

are not many people; the world is self-occupied. The‘fragrancsa of the
Holy Spirit waeft from this sacred spot. If the nostrils were opened
they would inhale these bredths, This blessed land is fragrant. _

Praise ye GOD that ye have reached this place. ItsResults will
become evident in the future. (Words of Abdul Baha: Diary of Ahmad
Sohrab, Oct. 14, 1914),



Explanstion of the Hidden Words in the Areble #14, glven
Yy Abdul Paha to My. Charles Hason Remey and Mr. George
Latimer, on their reoent visit %o Haifa, OQct. 19, 1814,

dpenehne

#l4z: 0 Son of Spirit:: I have created thee rich:.
Why dost thou make thyself poor? Noble have I made thee:
“hy dost thou degrade thyself? Of the esssnce of Knowe
ledge have I manifested thee: Why searchest thou another
than me? Treom the elay of Tove I huve kneaded thee: Why
soekest thou anether? Turn thy sight unto thysslf that
thou mayest find ¥e standing within thee Powerlul, Highty,
uprems.

There are twe kinds of g t

w it hiny The first iz like the standing or centalning,
a3 water in an earthen bowl; This 1s a fulse assumption,
tecsuse 1t is a body sontained within a body; this is not
a sorrect theory, beoswuse the Reallty of Divinlty is not =
body, such as waber. '

But there is o wecond theory, whioh is gorrect
and that 1a the appesrance of the Sun in o clenr mirror,
Therefore, the meaning of this werce is this:. Purlfy thy
Heart that it muy becoms like unto & Lrangperent mirror.
Then theu shelt find Me standing within thee Powerful,
Highty and Supreme,

If you interpret this verse sccording te the
above explanation, it will be corrgaet; becauss the Bun Ly
net lef't T4 transcendent ststion, In order to find &n en-
trence into the mirrer, but it is aver stationed in Its
centar of grandpess and perpetulty. ¥hile, on the ethern
hand, the mirroy having been polished, raefleots the raysz
of the Sun.®

LA E RS 2
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UNIVERSAL PEACE

Questions asked of and answers given
by
Abdul Baha, Head of the Bahai Movement
at his home at
Haifa, Palestine, May 1ll-14, 1914

QUESTION: "What 1is the greatest need of the world of
humanity?" :

. ABDUL BAHA: "Today in the world of humanity the most
important matter is the question of Universal Peace. The realiza-
tion of this principle is the crying need of the time. People have
become restive and discontented. The political world of every cive
ilized nation has become a vast arena for the exhibition of mili-
tarism and the display of martial spirit. The minds of the states-
men and Cabinet Ministers of every government are chiefly occupied
with the question of war, and the council chambers are resounding
with the call to war. . Self-interest is at the bottom of every war.
Greed, commerce, exploitation, the pushing further of the boundaries
of the kingdom, colonization, the preservation of the treaty rights,
the safeguarding of the lives and interests of the citizens, are a
few of the pretexts of going into war. And it has beenproven by ex-
perience that the results of war are ruinous, both to the conquerors
and the conquered. Countries are laid waste, public property tram-
pled under foot, commerce is paralyzed, fields orimsoned with inno-
cent blood, and the progress of the world retarded. How can a per-
son rectify a wrong by committing a greater wrong - shedding the
blood of his brothers? The major part of the revenue of every coun-
try is expended over military preparations, infernal engines, the
filling of arsenals with powder and shot, and the construction of
rapid-firing guns, the building of fortifications and soldiers' bar-
racks and the annual maintenance of the army and navy. From the
peasants upward every olass of soclety igs heavily taxed to feed this
insatiable monster of war. The poor people have wrested from them
all that they make with the sweat of their brows and the labor of
their handEIn reality war is continuous. The moral effect of the

‘ ( : litary purposes
ures of these colossal sums of money for mi
iﬁpgﬁi;tas deteriorating as the actual wai gnd itaogyzig ggn%zggiigl
e and horrors. The ideal and floral forces ol
giigiﬁg become barvaric and bestial, the_spiritual powers aref:tuntad _
and the laws of divine civilization are disregarded. Bug&t? nag
cial drain ossifies the veins ang mus;l:; ofpi?itbody—po ¢, an
a licate sensibilities o e 8 .
congeqls t2ghgie igs not the least doubt that the nation or the gzv-
ernment which puts forward an extraordinary effort in the Eiomot ogd
of Universal Peace, will be encircled with Divine Confirmations, &

will be the object of honor and respect among all the inhabitants of



the” earth. Such an action will become conducive to the pros-
perity and well-being of mankind. Concerning this qguestion of
Universal Peace, fifty years ago His Holiness . BAHA'O'LLAH
wrote to all the Sovereigns and Monarchs of the world, explain-
ing in detail the benefits of peace and the eviles of bloodshed.
Among otherrthings He hath said: 'Originally mankind was one
family , united and compact; later the members of this happy
family were divided and subdivided through ignorance and pre-
judice. Now the time has come agein for their final unification.
Universal Peace will bring about this long-wished-for consum-
mation.'

#hnce the Parliament of Man is established and its
constituent parts organized, the governments of the world having
éntered into-a covenant of eternal friendship will have no need
‘of keeping large standing armies and navies. A few battalions
to preserve internal order, and an International Police to keep
the highways of the seas clear, are all that will be necessaty.
Then these huge sums will be diverted to other more useful chane
nels, pauperism will disappear, knowledge will increase, the
victories of Peace will be sung by poets &nd burds, knowledge.
will improve the conditiong and mankind will he rocked in the
craltle of felicity and bliss. Then, whether a government is
constitutional or republican, hereditary monarchy or democratic,
the rulers will devote thelr time to the prosperity of their-
nations, the legislation of just and sane laws and the foster-
ing of closer and more amicable relations with their neipghbors-—
thus will the world of humanity become a mirror reflecting the
virtues and attributes of the Kingdom of God."

! QUESTION: "What 1is your opinion concerning disarmg-
ment?" -

- ABDUL BAHA: "By a general agreement all the govern-
ments of the world must disarm simultaneously and at the same
time. It will not do if one lays down the &rms and the other
refuses to do so. The nations of the world must concur with' each
other concerning this supremely important subject, thus they may
abandon togethexr the deadly weapons of human slaughter.. As long
ag one nation increases her military and naval budget, another
nation will be forced into this crazed competition through her
naturzl and supposed interests.. For example, Germany has uncease-
ingly added to a vast sum for the rmamintenance of her army; this-
alarms the French statesmen and volatile patriots,.and affects
the calm and steady nerves of the Britishers across the channel.
Immediately there will be rumors of war;, German aggression, German:
ambition, the yellow journals write scaring editorials, jingoism
becomes  the-topic of the capitals and the air wil be filled with
suspicions. Someone will see; for the purpose of expediercy, a
German dirlgible flying over French fortifications or English
forts, making observations, whereupon a hue and a cry will be
raised from every quarter of the country, and thus there will be

a corresponding increase in the estimates of the Minister of War



for the defense of our homes and our hearths, our women and

our sweethearts, from the attacks of strangers!' The same argument
is resorted to when the French nation adds one or two years to
her military consorgption, and the English Imperialists emphasize
in public meetings the doctrine of the ‘'double standard power.'
Now as long as Germany continues in her own military perfection,
the French will walk in her footsteps, trying at every turn to
increase their ownr war ammunition, to he prepared for any nation-
al crisis or sudden attack. Hence, it seems, the only solution
lies in the fact of universal disarmument on the parti of the
ngtTons.

" "When we speak of Universal Peuce, we mean that all the
governments must change their fideets of battleships and dread-
naughts to a mighty £leet of merchant marine, plying the oceans
of the world, uniting the distant shores and interweaving the
commercial, intellectual and moral forces of mankind.. But should
England alone transform the character of her warships, she would
be at the mercy 6f her enemies: and would remain powerless and
defenseless. The British Isles would unquestionably be threaten-
ed by a powerful invaking, well-disciplined host..Hence, aside .
from any national prowess,, the English people would be pushed
into this weltering whirlpool of military and naval expenditures,
and would be struggling to keep theilr heads abvove the seething
water all around them, which, unless calmed down, would drown
all of them, irrespective of uny nationality..

"Once a person met his friend in the street, and after
the exchange of courtesies, gave him a hard blow in the face.
'Why dost thou do this?' 'Hast thou not read in the Gospel where
in Christ says- Whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek,
turn to him the other-also! Now according to this admoniticen,
let me smite thee on thy left cheek also.' The man submitted to
the secmd blow quite willingly, and they parted. Next day,they :
met each other again, and the man received two more blows on his
cheeks without any evident murmur. They met the third day, and
he was going to inflict upon him the same blows. 'Wait & minute,
my friend. I am not the only .person in the world to live accord-
ing to the Teaching of Chriet. Thou also art one. I have oheyed
Him two days, and the mext' two days will be thy turn.' With these
words, he smote the man pn his check, and asked him to 'turn the
other-also.!

_ "Now the question of disarmeament must be put into
practice by all the nations and not only by one or two. Con-
sequently the advocates of Peace must strive day and night,
s0 that the individuals of every country may become peace-loving
public opinion may gain a strong and permanent footing, and day
by day the army offInternational Peace be increased, complete
disarmament be realized and the Flag of Uniwersal Coneciliiition
be waving on the summit of the mountains of the earth."®

QUESTION: "How can Universal Peace be realized?"

: ABDUL BAHA: "The ideals of Peace must be nurtured
and spread among the inhabitants of the world; they must be



instructed in the school of Peace and the evils of war.

‘First: Thé financiers and bankers must desist from lending
honey to anygovernment contemplating to wage un unjust war
upon an innocent nation. Second: The presidents and managers
of the railroads and steamshép companies must refrain from
transporting war ammunition, infernul engines, guns, cannons
and powder from one country into another. Third: The soldiers
must petition, through their representatives, the Ministers of
Ywr, the politicians, the Congressmen and the gener:sls to put
forth in & clear, intelligivle language the reasons and the
causes which have brought them to the brink of such a natlional
¢ulumity. The soldiers must demand this as one of the pre-
rogutives. 'Demonstrate to us,' they must say, 'that this is
g just waer, and we will then enter into the bottlefield other-
wise we will not take one step; 0 ye kings and rulers, poli®
ticians und war-mongers; ye who decorate your reception and
dining halls with 18vely piotures,.sculptures, hangings and
frescoes; ye who walk in perfeoct elysiums, wreathed in orunge
und myrtle groves, the alr redolent with delicious perfumes
and vocal with the sweet songs of & thousund birds,. the earth
like a luxuriant carpet of emerald gruss, bright flowers dotting
the meadows and trees clothed in verdurs; ye who are dressed
in costly silk and finelywoven textures; ye who lie down on
Bofty feuthery couches; ye who partake of the most delicious
and pavoury dishes; ye who enjoy the utmost case and comfort
in your wondrous mansions; ye who arrend rare musicul concerts
whenever you feel & little disconcerted und sad; ye whg wdorn
your large halls with green festoons znd cut flowers, fresh
garlends and verdant wreaths, illumining them with thousands
of electric lights, while the exquisite fragrunce ofthe fleovers,
the soft, ravishing musie, the fairy-live illuminztion, lends
enchantment; ye who are in such environment; Come forth from
your hiding-places,, enter into the battlefield if you like to
attack each other and tear each other to pieces if you desire
Lo alr your so-called contentions. The discord and feud ure
between you; why do you make us, innocent people, a paurty to it?
If fighting and bloodshed are good things, then lead us into
the fray by your presence!' '

| . "In short, every means that produces war must be check-

yil

ed and the causes that prevent the occurrence of war-be advanced;-

8o that physical conflict may become an impossibility..On the
efer. hand, every country must be properly delimdted, its exact
frontiers marked, its national integritx secured, its permanent
independence protected, and 1ts vitzl interests honored by the
Tamily of nations. These services ought to he rendered hy an
impartial,, international Commission. In this menner =1l cuuses

of ' friction and differences vwill be removed. And in ocase there
should arlse some disputes between them, they oould arbitrate
before the Parliament of Man,. the representatives of which should
be chosen from among the wisest and most judicious men of «ll the
nations of the world." )
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Fxplanation of Verse 14 of the Arabiec Hidden Words,

Given by Abdul Baha to ¥r C.M.Remey and Mr George Latimer, Oct.1914:
Verse 14%w

"0 Son of Spirit! I heve oreated thee rich; why dost thou makz
thyself poor? Noble have I made thee; why dogt thou degrzde thys=if?
Of the emsence of Knowledge have I manifested thee; why searchest
thou for another than Me? From the elay of love have Iknaaded thea;

why sezkest thou another? Turn thy sight unto thyself, that thou mazyat
find Me standing within theej powerful, mighty and supreme.™

-

"There are two kinds of "standing within". The firat is like
the "gtending" or eontaining of water "within" an earthern bowl., This
is a flas® assumptlon, because it 1s a body eontalned within a body.
This is not a corrset theory, bucause the Beality of Divinity is not
2 body such as water. But there ias a sacclilnd theory which 1s correct

f and that 1isthe appearance of the 8un in a clear mirror. Therefore t:
i meaning of this verse‘ is thist~« "Purify thy hesrt ‘hat it mey becume
\ like wunto a transparent I'mirr'or. Then thou shalt find Me st anding

: within thes, Powerful, Vighty and Supreme."

| "Pf you interpret this verse according to thre ahove explenation,
it will be correct; because the Sun has not left its transcend-nt
station in order to find an entranee into the mirror, but it is =2ver
stationed in 1t s center of grandeur and per;pe:tuity; while on ths other

hand, the mirror having been polished, reflects the rays of the Sun.”

—— e e e




Words of Abdul Baha to six departing pilgrims.

From Mir za Ahmad's Diary, Haifa, Syria, January 19, 1914,

T e —— - — A W = o

*You are a good party} .... ¥Fay you expend your days in the
utmost joy and fragrance! Way you carry with you the Divine Glad
Tidings of ABHA! Way you sver 1179 in the same attitude 5:‘ invari-
able satisfaction. When a man is joyoua in his heart - I m=san when
in the depths of his heart there is gladness - he will de invariadbly
happy under all conditions - he will he =merene under most adverse
circumstances. Wherever you go, convey my longing and greating to
all the balievers of God. I am always remembering them, and I im=
plore and entreat at the Sacred Threshold in their bahalf, begging
for them celesthl aid and succor, so that they may arise in the

service of the Cause,

"Way the hearts be single and pure! Vay the intentions be
sincere and noble! May the aims be the promot ion of the %ord of
God! WMay we ever be ready to sacrifice our lives in this path! May
we eve.sr forget the ego and b2 oblivious of self! MNay we aver rauaubhr
one another in our prayers and supplications!

, "Today the cehortes of the Kingdom of APHA are eagerly watching
to se= wheo shall step into this batt Lefield 30 that tﬁay sy rush
to his &id and rzinforce him with new and fra sh forces. Tor this
reason I have surrandered every thought, idea, plan and conception,
and for the last thres ya2ars and a helf traveilﬂd over mountalns an
degarts, countd es and cities, land and sea, undcried out at the
of my voice, calling mankind o spiritual illuminatiom and celestia
1ife. Tt Besztowals and Tavorsg of tle Blesasd Perfection are as
manifest and clear as the rays of the sun{ Two ysers aft=r the
departures of Baha'o'llsh I wrote a letter which containa the fellove
ing verse: '0 Abbas! Attack and break through the serried ranks

of the armizs of the world}' While I was travelliing in th2 Wegt
and entering churchaa, synagogues, mestings and conventions, I ob-
sarved thet I was “ighting ALONE with all these forces, and +‘r1.a.ﬁ
the invisible fLaxee= cohorts came continuelly to my assiztance,

o}
or
5
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From Wirza Almad®s Diary, Haifa, Syria.
. /{
March 21, 1914. Yeast of Naurocozs

~

e B —Hﬁﬁnﬁ'ﬂummwuﬂwmumuau-!r!-'---.-——-u-—--h ———————————— S -
» X

ABDUL BAHA said:

#0ur feasts are very wondearful. They are unique and peerlesse
During the days of the Blessed Perfectiom we celebrated this national
New Year®s Day with great festivities. .. Everyone was in the utmost
joy and happiness, sttraction and hopefulness. The New Yesar?s Day
is a day of pleasure and delight. Although in those days we were
prisoners, yet according to our ability the room of Beha'o'llah was
decorated with roses and flowers and a variety of sweetmeats were
provided which were distributed amongst the friends by His ovm handse

. "Thes2 days are the days of feasting and rejoicing, days of love

and good«fellowship, days of receptions and banquets, days of meetings

and assemblies. ecause these days are vacation days, great com=

vertions and congresses must be held& wherein people gather together

to deliberate on matters of universal import. They must strive to
solve such problems as will yield eternal r=2sults and consult sbout
such matters as willi benefit the world of humanity, so that at the

end of the vacation the membersg of the community may have hecome
richer morally, spiritually and intellectually and better means of

~ livelihood for the poor have been govided,~ thus they msy become hapw
pler and more comfortable. AR -

3 _ i

.~ "For example, if during such days a great Consultation Bahail

Convent ion were to be orgenized, its results would begginfinite,

Each session must be devoted to the consideration of ious vital
topics and humanitariam principles and several sessifns spent in the
discussion of ways and means for spreading the Ceuse in different

perts of the world and declaring the Glad Tidings of the Kingdom to
all mankind, The benefits of such a convention wiil be universal
and all the Bahais will he made very happy and enkindled with the fire
of great activity an® zeal. The Bghal world will be ingpired with
new visiom and impelled to enter into broader fields of labor,

"On such feast days the rich members of a community must spread
sbundant feasts for- the unfortunate and contribute toward the malne
tenance of charitable, educaticnal and philenthropic instituiions,;«
thus the spirit of hoiiday and merryemzking megy be shared by all,=
not mereby by the wellastowdos On ‘such. days indigent and wealthy
alike: must bacome mirthful endjoyous,® -

-,

et
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A TAIK WITH ABDUL BAHA ON MERCY AND FORGIVENESS.

P W e B s o] e st

This talk came about when a clipping was translated to Abdul
Baha, which had been sent Him by the author of it, in which it was
stated that violators of the Covenant, inekuding Dr, N, of Chicago,
would NEVER be forgiven, and that they were lost. The sentiments
in said article so grossly misrepresented the Bahai Principles that
the following talk was given, with a suggestion that it be copied
for the friends, for the sake of true information.,

ABDUL BAHA said: "There are many people who enter this Cause
with some preconceived ideas, and finding that their ideas cannot
be engrafted onto the Bahali Revelation, they become dissatisfied
after a time, and finally leave the Cause., Nevertheless THIS DOOR
IS ALWAYS OPEN to such and never closed to their faces,

*The quality of Merey is not restrained, GOD is ever forgiv-
ing and will accept the sincere repentance of His wayward children.,
He will never close the Door of His Kingdom, Man must alse adorn
his heart with this unchangeable attribute of Mercy, No matter
how low a man has descended, how sinful he has been, how perverse
has become his character, yet through the power of repentance and
the Love of GOD, is he eapable of complete regeneration,

¥The Sea of the Forgiveness of GOD is ever in motion; the
Showers of His Pardon are always pouring down; the Gale of His
Generosity 1s incessantly blowing. He does not deprive His ser-
vants, no matter how disobedient nor how rebellious. Let them in
the hour of prayer turn their faces to GOD and He will cleanse
them from all impurities; He willl make them as pure and innocent
as the suckling babes. ITf GOD turns us away from His Gate, then
wvhose garment will we hold to? If He shuts the Door of His Mercy
to us, then at what door shall we knock? If He is not kind and
benevolent, then to whom shall we appeal? If He is unmerciful
and harsh towards us like certain people are (the writer of the
article) then where is our hope?

*No! GOD's power of forgiveness is not restriined., With this
power He performs miracles and changes the orude metals into gold;
His Love 1is as wide as the Universe, Nay! Rathex It is limitless
and boundless ~e a shoreless, fathomless Sea of spiritual Love.

Let the sinners go to the shore of this Sea and they will be washed
of all their stains and blemishes, no matter how black., The Sun of
His Generosity and Compassion is shining over all the ereatures; :
let those who are chained in the prison of self and desire break
their fetters, leave their dark cells and come out into GOD' own
Sunshine and bask under the soft, balmy rays of His Clemency!"

Copy from E. Ce Ge, Haifa, Syria, August 13, 1914,
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Am wondering whether you have heard what Abdul Bsha had

to say. to the Cooper-Frankland party on seversl subjects. I believe
I'11l just gquote you what she says on this subject:

"In regard to the subject of PRAYER, Mrs. Cooper and
Mre. Franklend said when they were here that Abdul Baha has

‘advised that all pray for others more than for ourselves, as

that will help us to become less selfish and as we pray for
the bounties to be showered upon others, we draw them in this
way to ourselves.

"Amidst great lamentation and weeping, for we are told
thet Mrs. Hoagg was in tears all the time Abdul Baha was speak-
ing on the subject, we are told that Abdul Baha upholds CAPITAL
PUNISHMENT, and said that if a man took a life he should pay
for that life with his own life. When his attention was called
to the suffering endured by a person awaiting such punishment,
He said, that if such a person was really penitent, by that
True Penitence he redeemed his soul. In other words, through
thet real penitence he saved his soul.

"The subject of the 19 day Fast was spoken of; this
is the fast from March 2nd to the 20th of March. MNMrs. Frank-
land said it seemed to her as though Abdul Baha lsughed down
his sleeve at themall the time they talked about this subject,
as He thinks so little of fasting while we make so much of it.
Some one asked should one fast when it was so inconvenient to
do so, that is, get up early before probaebly the rest of the
femily were around, and Abdul Bsha said 'what is a little in-
convenience?' He said ALL SHOULD FAST. "hen told that it
had been said that 45 was the age 1limit, He smiled at them
and said there was no limit and when pushed for an answer said

70 years was the 1limit. He said nothing should pass the lips
from sunrise to sundown."

*r



We had the pleasure of having dinner with
Dr. Douge, President of the American College at Beirut,
“yria, and Dr. Ward, Dean of Medicine at that institution,
wiio have been lecturing in the Bay Region the past week,
we told tuem of our plans, and they were greatly interested
because tuey wre face to face with the serious situation in
the East, and know the need of the abolition of prejudice
anua the brotherhood of man, more than we.

Dr. Douge made this wonderful suggestion.
There has been held National Student Body Conferences,
Looking to a means of spreading the ideal of Unity. These
unfortunately have been held unuer some denominational
institutions, who were looking to spread the iuea of
missionary work in foreign countries. -He said the college
men ana women of today, are eugerly looking for some construg=-
tive hurmonious method of spreading their feeling of world
solidurity, but are thoroughly vithodox plazns of spreading
unuer one gulse or another some religious idea. Therefore
notwithstanding there were some 7000 students at the last
National Conference held in Kansas City about two years ago,
it was very nearly a failure. His suggestion was that if
vwe coulu pet thne Coliege Student Body in America, and the
world, if possible, to have an International Conference
wlong the lincs of our Conference for World Unity, it would
ve w greut success, and we would be working with those who
will rezlly establish Peace, if it 1s ever to be done. And
somebning constructive wili come of it, because the fertile
and unprejudiced minds of the best youth of the Vorld will
be eéntinused with the idewl of active work, and a program of
wctivity will surely grow out of the Conference.

All this we want to present to Dr. Jordan
znu secure, his help. Is it possible that you can find time
to join us in the meeting Thursday noon at the Commonwealth
Club. I «m o member and will be there, and would be
«welighted to have you come as my guest. It is to be
head ot the Club headquarters, 345 Sutter St., at 12 15 pm.

As to our local and immediate activitics.
It is our thought we should send a circular letter to those
who have responued to our eards and ask their suggestions
and Leel our just how interested they are. Many have
sugrsested we should have local Conferenees at various places
auring the coming year, a%% preparatory to our big plan for
1826. Whut do you suggest ‘

Mrs Cooper is leaving for Europe about the
15th of ..pril, anua our Committee should have a meeting before
siie goes, so we can outline some work for her in England
i benalf o1 our Conferenece. If it meets with your zopproval

b
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