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( Copy) PIe' ades Syl van J30Yfer, Ihammeh. 

Lake Tiberias, Syria, May 9, 1914. 

Talks With Ab ul ~aba. 

I . 
"V1'11at do you expedt the Bahlti s to acco in thi s' world?" asked a s trang-

er. '1'he beloved onl ans'v~rered : "The Bah is must be the serva ts of illTni versf,tl 
Pe8ce; t}1e workers for the · cause of On ness ~ of the World of Humani ty; the 1iR 
Spreaders of Heave11y Love amongst the hildren of men; the romulgators of 
the princ:L~les of he progress' of mankid, the di spellers of the clouds of 
eeligi ou8 , nationa , patriotic and ~oli ical prejudices and ~he upholders of 
the inviolable rig~ts of equality betwe n 'man and woman. 

They must co. respbn~ religious id ala with the deducti ns of science 
and reason 8.nd dis ·ard all theories tha cannot stand the te t of intellect 
a n d empirical knOWledge. T. his is the wo k of the J3ahais. Dos thou not desire 
to accompli 8h thi s wotk.? Art thou not i favor of it? Do st t 10U like to en1i st 
i n t:~li s army? You? Then come and usher. nder ~1~ thi s tent; make thou a.BO 
2.n \ effort, so that ithe world of humani t may attain to the h' ghest surnmi t of 
pe rfecti on . Strive that religion may be cleansed from ignora1t prejudices. 
Stri ve that bias m~y be removed. Stri ve that warfare and str~fe may become 
Y1on -exi stent. Stri e that love and good ellowship may replacp intolerance and 
narrowness of dogm tism/Strive to scatt r the seeds of kindn ss in the heart~r, 
These a:"8 the t .eac' ings of BAHA.tOtLLAH. We a.re eti-i ving in t li spath. ' 

Hi s holihness ~AHAI~ 0' LLAR has opene a ' great door oi i nt rdependence of 
all n<1 ti ons before Ithe faces, For examp e: the stri ct adhere ts of the pres .. 
ent day religions clonsider each other a infidels and contam" nating, - as 
a.postates in the sight of GOD and man, s deserving to · be t h own tp t.he bot­
tom of hell in the jaws of satan; but B AI'O'Li.AH, addressin the world of 
}-d.nnani ty, says, 'Yare ttle leaves of 0 e branch and the fru' ts of one tree.' 

tl'Vhat is your . eli ef as regards the ori gi n of evi I? II 
'1'1'1e Elessed 0 e answered: "There i no origin of evil, "vil is non-exis­

trl..nt . For example, darkness is evil; it 
is no light, there is darkness; consequ 
e Tty j. s the ab sence a f wealth, I gnoranc 
the absence of goo . All evils are non­
n.nd shapes. Creation is good, 'And~he 
WF!ters, and GOD sai1d: Let there be I"igh 
Light that it was ood. t 

is the absence of Ii -ht. 'iifh.erever there 
nnly there is no exi tence of it. Pov­
is thel .: absence of nowlage. }l~vil is 
xisten~ and have no: outward forms 

pirit of GOD moved or the face of the 
; and .there was Lighr. Ah<ftsaw the ~ 

I. ~ r 
"Ho"! can one understand the o'bjec of his life?" I 
'I':he IHessed One a;swered: "There re two kinds of undetstandings, -

objective and subjective. ~o illustrat : Thou seest this gl ss of water and 
t~au dost comprehend in an objective rna ner their constituen parts. On the 
otIl er :hand thou canst not see love, int llect. hate, ~er, sbrrow, but t hou § 
dost recognize tne in a subjective way ! through their signs and manifesta.­
tiona. The fi~st is material; the secon~ is spiritual. The tirst is outward; 
the 'second is : i ntui ti vee I hope that tl au mayest make g reat : advancement in 
t il e p,e co nd ki rid of understa.ndi ng. Turn thy face toward~ nOD and s~ 
o GOD , refresh and gla.dden my sprit, pu if'y my heart, illurni I e my powers. I 
1 Ry--.a-l-l---,'l',y--a;t:t;.a . . . n 0 t be ____ . 
porieveu.s:uJ'.!:mtcl s orrow . 
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I wi 11 no t d''Vell 
rr: e th a n my s elf. I 

n the unpleasant thi gs of life. 
de dicate ~yself to Tee, 0 LORD.! 

a GOD, fhou art , 
Beg everythi g thou desirest from BAHAtO'LLA H. If tho 

fait h , ask of HIM, If thouartyearnin after knowledge, HE 
thee, If ~hou art ill.l/lI~t, longing for the love of GOD, He 
on t h ee, 'He will descend upon thee al His Bless~ngs." 

art asking in {' 
will gr~nt it untG I 

ill bestow it up- f 

"Is this the~GOlden Age?" The B essed One answered: 'This is not only 
t h e Golden Ag e bu the Diamond Age, rrh's is the century of ights; t h j. s is 
t11e Cycle of Love, This is the Gloriou Dawn of the Sun of ea1ity," 

II'Nh at is hell." The Blessed One aid: "Is there any ell more direful 
t han i gno r a nce? A lell worse than dep1~vation from the Divi 1e Nearness? A 
hell lower than n gligence?1I I . 

II lj'/hat are yo r objects? The Bless~d One .aBwel'ed: "My ° jects are 
r1'he establi shrnent. of tfit...c.~~f i~terna,tional c.trbrtrat ion. 

Th e promotiO~Of the Oneness of the wtl'ld of hume.ni ty, 
The conformitr of religion with sdience and reRson. 
Th e elucidati n of the essential dnenessof the ~ivine Religions, 
Th e explanation of the continuity lof prophetic revelat on. 
1'h e instruction of mankind in the Iknowledge of · human b otherhood. 
1'}1 e i n culc 8ti \on of the primordifl.l~onene8s of all pheno ena. 
The upraisin~ of the standard of he solidarity of the human race, 
'rhe s pread ofl the pre6epts of spi itual;i',Z,i(t;I¢'P{ civili~ation, 

Th e teachings of the synthesis 0 the heavenly philos~phy. 
Th e readjustm'ent of the eeonoroi c elati ons between caPt tali sts [md labo r­

er s, so t hat each 'ndividual member of the world of humanit may enjoy t h e u t­
most welfar~ and p.osperity. 

Th e organizat:on of the of justice in 0 der tha t all t h e 
n Ati ons of the war d may thus . remove ' a 1 trac e s of enroi ty a d hatred. 

T11e UPh.Oldingt·Of the p. rinciPles 0 one auxiliarY,unive sal langu age. 
rl'hi s is my du y, ' 'rhis is my work. These are my objects It 

"A:i.' e you the eader of the Bahais." The Elessed One a s wered: 
"I do not lik the word .'leader'. I am Abdul Balla. I m. the s ervant of 

the world of human'ty." 

(Ap ril 2 fj, 1920) 
(M . B • Iv~ , ) 
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PleiadeaSylva.n B,.fH,r~r.. Alhammch. 
Lake Tiberlna. Byrin.U~~y 9, 1014. 

"What do you expect. the nahai to accomplish in this 
world?tf asked a stranger of Abdl.ll IHma. 

The Beloved, ont! answered: • 1t1be Baha-is roust he the 
senants of universal Peace, the work~ra for t.he et~unc of the 
OrteneSt:I ot' the wOl"ld()f huma.nitJ. the apreadero of heavenly 
l~ove amongst the children of man, the promulgators of the 
principles o~ ' tb~prOf~reaa of 'mank:ind.the diapelltern of the 
clouds of religioUS, nationa.l. patriotic and :POll tical prejudices; 
and the upholdel"$ of the illViol.tlble rigllts of equality bf,tween men 
and women. '!ijeY mU9 t . 00 rreBpolih religious ideale td t.h the de-
duc tiona of "cienoe and rer190n; : and discard all , such theories 
which cannot s·Utnd tJle teet 011 tnt ~lleot and eap1rioal knowledge. 
Thia is the work of toll., Baluile. · DaB t. th(Htnot desire to accomplish , 
this wot"k'? }\t"t thon no t in f l~V,()'~ of it? Do~t thou 111{e to enlist 
in thi. army? You? Then. COIne and usher under thi;;, tont. Fake 
t.'1ou also all eflort eo that the world of hUIn<'tnit.:r r:.l~ly attain to 
the highest Surfll~'i 1 t. of purf..,ot. ion. S.trive that r~ligi(}n may be 
oleansed from ignorant prazj.\ldioee. strive that biap may be removed. 
st rive that warfare and atrif'e: .. may beoome nOTl-exiaten t. n trive 
that love and good .. fellovia}11p J1lI\;l r~plaoe .intolerance Itl1d the 
narrownesB of dogmatism. striV'e teo, scatter the 'Beede of kindness 
in the nearts. ~Clleae are. the' tellchin{{llt of llnhn'o11lnh • . We are 
etriv' ini~ in thia path. Hi." UollneJa' .Raha' 0'11n11 1mB opanea n 
great Door or intHrde})endences of a~lnations b~for~ the faces. 
:For eXIl."nple. the s .trict £ulherents of the pl"onent ... d1lY religionf1 v-
con~idet' each other 9," infidels Mel cant aminllting.au apOJ:l;tHees '\ 
in the flight of God nnd ltlan. an deset'''llriffto he thrown to .the 
bottom of' Hell and in the ~ra"'8 ofaatnn. but · :naha t o'l,:;tlih:.··tu:1dreordng 
the '.7ol"ld of h1J1Jlanity, Bays:- tYe are the leavasof -on~ b'rtl,TlCh 
and the fruit ~ of one t~ee!'·· .• 



I 

Extract trom U1J' ••. .Alur&I.clt • Lttt.r. Mt.Oarmel.,Ha1ta.July 21,1914, 
I 

~ ': ...... 
I 
I 

in i th~:e~:1!::~;:'~!:i'1:~,~.=;1(:o!::~h~~:;,,;::~~~f) b:ii~:!nfn 
Co*'tant1nopl"). call.4s;:o~ .th.!· •• tel'e,Tb.ey .Ju14.'b' •• n.,;atlfm4~n.g ¥!o ,,' 
m11siona,ry confer.not 80_Wb.8r. in the vioinity of :~:tt.Leba.non. a.ml 
mu h!:o:r:cthe'·(U..o\t8.".a·;"'~<l.ilO.",i •• ~th1. lntel"'8t1ng:::,.u;P~iiQt.· 

in";h~:;!:fl';:;.~~:.H!a~~;':;;::::cl::t~:t::u:';~Y/'~::;;h~:.::;rn~ 
Haifa withQut cal.11nson the, _Iter "rui paying their r •• peotf ul :bola­
a'g.~; . ' ,Oa.:.:OI i~:*h'i': ,u"ili,.~.;~~:t"-J\: ... k.4,;"" ••• U$L~h.,;, ".~'z,:~., j.m~ 
pr,8s1on-. ,of thetm:$~~":St.t'..H. sa14; -fh$ true 11bere,1 relig ... 
i Cf18 Ilpl:Mt;' 1.~I~I'u'I'.'lj~.b::~_.\f;.'n;:·;qe,r' •• "tban.,ln' ll!ur.p'.# ~'~p~. an 
et110~ s.tandpoll' .. ~.'th'l""1"'fU ahead of Euro»ea.n nations. Il'he 
Am! l"'1can )?eopl.:':I ••• ;\.; •• ~.:i .. r.i;~ .. :,:;·~.:U;'110\l~pe.opl41U;'.tl.l.'Yv;,~ inles.1;iga.te 
th~ .. rea.lity and, a.~. ~J'(:l f~olQ,the fetters o~ prej udiC$. The Arnr::ri a~nm 
a.re'arf'lnventlve ft.t'9a,lc;;~Ir.: " 'th.i!,\l1p.:ti',?f::, theil'hdnlw:i.tOJ,.; 1~~Ten.tions, 
th~1r eerv108.tQ,th • ..,rl:d of hUlWlilll1ty are oOll$~dered. inoaloulable. ~ 

: ""',>,'1'" <,; .. :':C'·~·,'i',':'/':; :,~\j.:;;: .. "<1i(:'(~~,,.!L:':: :h:r 'jl", 'J'~'i 0", .:",' <,.' :'"r~:: ,"',~ "'l",/:',' 

i IS. THERl'!iJ.fY.·· t];J\1)Elf~":,QR'KBAn'~'" :nrTm~ :BAllAl' H[~L!(aOlr' 

·'1 tfTh~'cBiJl~~~;bi'~1~:) ~i~:~:~!'afu:a~lt~lijt:;~:~i~:~Pt~tLtl~e'$~ve;nt.'l·ThieY· have 
no. 1 ~~a~eit',,·,,:,~~,j.'i 'PP~'~""~\~'~. i~p,:pe:<, 1~hev ll~V,~ " ,po .,9;-~~n~~,min~at­
er. oX' priest,', V~'hQtloe.,.rhea.r. Md. believe. 1nthe principles of' 
t.:rl,~i),9~u..~: .,;~~~,; .. ·1:":,,~~A\\.~'~,~·· Oi!:; ,bi~: ,.iQ,:, !~~nY~1i ttb;., ~J;;.,~~~ t~~o thers ~ 
"nl$ Ba.hai$ have no organ*'ali,d mll$6nary' headquarter" !DeoQ:u..ethclr 
oa*di;nal!p;r.eecl1.~':~~":.,f:"~~i~l1Q~hi~ , o,~ GQ» .alld tl\e »rothe,;rl'jQ,Od of man. 
tlu,ay ha.v~ no theol 0,1 cal , ~anil •• a,nd no metaphysioal' apeoulSt,tions, It 

I . .. . .'. '. , " , 

' ll,O:i;!JfbJ' :aAlt4!H' ;fBA(JKJlfGS_OVA.~ lIH:Jj,; "lUDIV1DUAL PH1YA.T'li;. 1.I.,BUll. OH 
AR!~ 'rmcy ONLY A aE'l'()'PI\~NCIPx;mS FOR T1i1!1 AJ)JUST2iml~'r 011' GEUj~llAXJ 1?3-
L Nfl ON'ai1l1~"~J.ililN,;itLl1lt~~,;,i~~THC)l1Ti' ;,;Nj/!UMaSaAtt!("r«!:Q.nlm.;~\Wm'r'i. 011' prtfmOl'lAL 
H})1(~.J~nKRATIOU? . . 

I :': ' ,ii'. :ii:~i )Ici/:: ,·!;;(;, .i:~~ i it ,:,::,;';? 'ii:',i'; '. : ' ,; , ,,' ;:i: \: ,; 1 ',' :': c 

I "~e.t~aoh'rnt'0t:, !~~o'11ahare th~ 'breath. ot the Holy Spirit 
V1h~Ch: cre' .. '.'qil.n;>r ...... ' ,:1"'00';1. purity. both in private and pu'bl~o. 
i!J I emphal1,uld. ~nd 1,u,i*te.4. UpOft. tt 

I \Jt1IA'1' ,DO 'tlmBAlUXs, mtLXEV,S' I ~"" " t ." . 

I 

• "They believe tha.t lDMkind. must love mank1l1d.; tha.n un1versa.l ;;:J1l'lit2l" 
must be pract1oed,that dead. dOgDlaS mU$t oe thrown away; th~\t we gl'e 
~t t : the threshold 01' 1ilterd.6pendenoe: tha.t we «.luat f'orget pr~~j udiofJllI. 
~!,n~ that universal love must beoollle th~ do:m1rumt note of the t"vvcnt:i­
e·ttl oentury.": 

i \~;·I .. r [(.,' 'I):'»' 'I'l'r:'~' 'U jI, tl'.Al"" m..,' ACIJ() : ~, __ i. ... ~ .J., ,,\e" V .... ' ".:.:.I ..IJ-l'\,4~ ,~ L,AfJ.l", ,,,1.~. 

1 nThey teaoh tba't the 1nteneJ. .plx-i tual idea 1$ the earne in all 
x-eligions; that an unique c.neralplM underlie. the' foundation. of' 
pe.~t fa,1 tha; that pr1 •• toraft hae distorted the religion of' 00:0, thfkt 
the aeti ve di vinEJ id_ 1. bidden under the ino:ruutli);"ion Of (/,fj(vJ eo­
c 1 ~sta$tlcd.am; that re11sioa mutt ahu:t~:t'leoi~f the tattered garmenta 
of! medieval agee and put. on the robe oj;~ universal preoepttz& of GOl)." 

I WUNt. 18 '11JU~ BAllA! Ji'AITli? 
I 

I 

~! "Trust1n (lOD:.:S .. '. ~1 .. n .. d . t. ot .. _. I' '. ' .•.• llo ..... m. '0. n: »;111 tlle Vlorld tV.l th the sp r1t Of lOT •• fhe'.p1%'ltotta1th in a bahal 18 Tery strong. His· 
t r at ia in the er~o.ot theltoly Sp1rl t, It . 

I • ", 

! 



" " 

Then th~y a8k.,d him about the history and the teaohings of 

the IJause. j!t,nd, f,rrr neary ~tl hQur he Sl)oke on these $Ubj-ect~. J\f'ter­

Ct riIlking tEl :::, ;e.nd lemonade, they.~id: "We (by 'wet they m~9,nt the 

l~i srdo·rL9.ry world)U. wa;tCb1ng with gr~&, .t interest .the progress of 

~hit\ movement, for it .aema to us it ·iaJadvMo1n,t?; with greu.t ' r api d­

J: ty 'w'i tnout the usual. propagll!.nda ol'ganization 'Whioh to us hard­

hftaded. praot1oalA.U1eX'ica.ns is so essential and nece$sary. \,Fe tf:tl?e 

wa tohing to aee whAt 'Will b$ the obJ eoti "fe aim of tilis G:'itUfle. 11 

"The obj eat!ve Qimso:f' this Co.uee are the On(, nCBS of th6WOl'ld 

of hUffi!Uli ty; uni verliJa,l peactlq un! vers&.l love; interntt tiOTJlll 00"'01)"" 

eratiori; reciprooity; the promotion of t h e l")rinaiI;lea of h Wlli'ql1 con ... 

eanguinity 'a.nd $o11d,~,r1ty. tUld , thf'~ esta,blis ~ltuel1t of' tlh'! 1 .. 1 ngd Ot:l of .; 

G·QI> .. first in the ·het\1l..rte Qf men !;.!1H.1 th(:ln upon the earth. ':::'h etl e A. t 'G' 

tt~ e noble o"bjeoti.ve aims. Are you in sYMpathy with them"? Y;"ill ;}I' Ol:\ 

"this? ~fe a.r~ working day , a.ndnie:ht for the re~,lizat:i.on o'f tfJ. e ~e 

i deae Rnd purpo$~'.~ 

• • • • • • • • • 



From the ~iary f Ahma,d Sohrab, ,> __ , , 
I 

L ¥<?un " 9.a~~1 J _ H~J.:r~;:~J?Y.~J ." _ Sep t. 3" ,1914. 
i ' * * * 

W 0 R D S OF A B D U LB AHA. ' 

After a v:tsit t , the Holy 'romp of ,th ', Bab this afternoon., 

ABDUL BAHl,\. said , " 

I "In reality the. ~lrlOfMount Carnal is ost.energizing. I 

have breathed i the air Qf !many cou try places and have many natural 
' I' ' I ' "".,.-. 

scenes, but the air of this mountainlis most vitalizing scenery very 

entra.ncing. ' 

The p~rity ff the air,the ' Bubli ityand beauty of e panorama are unl"!ta!t 

ted on Mt.~ Carm 1" presenting to .. . the eye a noble and ins iring spectacle of 
I 

nature; especia 1y now that this fin structure is buil-t- . upon its slope, 

containing the oly ~ema~p:B . or.: "the , B b. 

Many ~ ,srael tish pr9ph..e _ts _ .~lther lived or passed a p rtion of their lives 

here, or sojour ed on the mountain r awhile" or spent he last days of ex-

istence here. 

His ~rolines Christ came., to.,this ,Holy Mou~tain many meso 

Its re is . impregnated, wi h a wonderful spirit ality. 

Man is eter ally in a state of c mmunion and prayer w th the Source of 

all Good. :The h"ghest and most eleva ing state is the state of prayer. 
I 

Prayer is :commu ion ,with GOD. ltsef icacy is conditional upon the freedom of 

the heart : from ~xtrCl.ne~:)1is .J?uggestlon 

:f;he wo rshi pfer Ill"" t p.-ay with a 

, I 

and mundane thought • 
" I 

etached spirit" unco di tional surrender it 

C(Jr.r~t-",)'~:l 



surrender of the will, concentrated a tention and a magnetic, spiritual ~p~~­

sion. His ~miermtstbe1ng . m,!st , best1 red. with the , ether1 breeze of sapcti­

fication. :If the Imlrror : orJ~l,is .-lif..e., J.polished from thJ ross of all desiref) 

the heavenly pictures ands,tar-J:t.k~i ~gE3S of the Kingdom of GOD will become 
I 

reflec ted--- :therei,. 

Then h~ will be given power nslate these celestial forms into his 

own daily !life a d the , lives .of .mCi.:nY thousands. 
! 

~u toma;t:t c, ,' r. rm1.l.;ta.1!,'?_q. _pr~Y;~£~..: .. 1Jh~ , l42 not touch 

are of no avail. How sw,eet" .. how .. delicioua J how satisfyi 

prayer in the,: mi dIe. of : .. th.e ,:, nigh..t"L . .. 

While ,all th ' eyes are closed the eyes of the 

of the heart 

spiritual is 

are wide open:~ 

While all !the , eats are s:tQPp~d ___ tbe , ea .6 " of , . .- the , d~votee arej attuned ,to the sult .. 

tIE;! music ;,ofGOD " While " .. the" "majori t of,. the people . are f at . asleep, the ador ... 

er of the ;Id.eal ~elOyed is w~kerul ~ , 

All anound h ill is a rare , and" delicate silence, '~ deep, airy, elnhereal Bi­
I 

) 

1 ence, ca~m, .'magcaL a,nd, ~ .su.:O,tle , ,_ ~ .. a d
i 
the,re is the devot e , communing WiDh 

' II 
natur'e anq the A thOr. Of , nat~reJ ,, : , . ,,; 

(M) 
I 

" I 

\ , 

I 



This. is. the day . of happiness. In no time of any Manifestation 
has there been the cause ·for happiness as now. A happy state brings 
special blessings. When the C m~nd is depressed the blessings are not 
received. (Words of Abdul Baha: To Mrs. Imogene Hoagg',Ha1fa.19l4). 

• • • • • 
The soul of man must be !lappy. no matter where he is. One must 

attain to that condition o!1nward be~titude a.nd peace, then outward 
circ~sta.nceB will ' n<?t 1:1.1t~r h~e spiritual oalmness and joyfulnc;lss. 
(Words of Abdul Balla: Diary.: of ' Ahmad SOhrab. July 3, 1913). . ' · . . ... 

:The world needs more nappinessand iilumination. The star of 
~. happi~essia in every he~rt; ,we 'Must remo~e the clouds so that it 
~. ma.y twinkle radia.ntly. Happ.inesB is an eternal oondition. When it Ii 
~~s onCie established, man will ascend to the supreme height of bliss. 

A truly happy man w~ll not be sub.iect to the sllifting e.ventuali ties 
of time. Like unto a.neternal )ciog he will s1 t , upon the throne of 
fixed reaa.i ties. He will be 11upervious to outward changing circum­
stances, and throU8h 'his deeds a.nd aotions impart happiness to others. 
A Bahai must be happy. for the blessings ,of GOD a.re bestowed upon him 
(Words of Abdul BabA: Diaryo,f . Ahmad Sohrab, ,Tan. 7, 1914). 

• • • • • 
:Every ' Boul must strive to impart that joy and ha.ppiness to man­

kind the nature of which is permanent. (Worda of Abdul Baha.: Diary 
od AhIl!oCl.d Sohra.b. March 29. 1914). · . . . . 

lAy happiness comes from tnekingdom of ABIIA. My joy is from 
the delectable p.aradise, My h8$lth ' is .gained through the rays of the 
0un of Reality. My spirituality defiJqends :from the world of lights •• 
. My en].¢indilJlment ia obtQ.i~edf:rom t~e . fire of the love of GOD. My a t­
tract ~on is vo.uchsafed from ,~liema~napring of all trutha. My life is 
maintalined through the:fratern;j.zatlcin' of all mankind. the progress of 
the C~uee of GOD and i tl?~ , \ln~:~y q,! the friends. (Words of Abdul Bah&.: 
Diary [of Ahmad Sohrab. April': · 'lO. ' l~1.4)~ ' (I . 

, ." '.' ; \,,' : . . . 
: .... .. . '. . .. 
!Laughter is ca.used by thealiLckening or relaxation of the nerves. 

It is Ian ideal condition a.nd not ' pf,lysioa,l. Laughter is the visible 
effect of !In inviaib1e,;. cau$.e. ],'or', ~~~l?l~.hu~pines~and misery ~re 
supersensuoula phenomen,a~ Qne oa.llno:t )p.e~r i :t"wi tIl ears or touch J. t 
wi th ha.nds. I!app~neS1,3 ;,: ;i.e " J.l ., Bp;i.r;i. ':t~l :, ~1,;u.te'. j,3u~ happiness is caused 
ei thei- by looking at: a ' l>e~ut~ful . p~c:tl,\re , 'or wi~messing a ' deleotable 
panora.ma, o.r a.ssociatiQg witl1 tile pe~~on whorp you ;Love. or listening 
to ;'a good voice. or 891;vlng an int~l:l.t3gtual ~r:oblem. All these are 
motives of ha~pin'e8s.f)ut ,the . rea.l'. c~~~~ ~s ;s~irit\1al. (Words of 
Abdul Baha: Dlar;y of Ahinad SohraQ. June. 1914). '. . . . . 

He turned hie smiling fa.ceto Mr. Remey'and sa.id in English: 
"Speak." Mr. Remeyrepliod: "'W.n.en 'tille he§irt ,is full of love a.nd hap­

~-_pinesB there is nothing to say~" The :aeloved sa.id in reply: "VJha t is 
necessary is d~vine joy. Divine ,\~p~inessis the spea.ker of' the heart. 

-You have arrj.Ted here at ' a 'go.o<i t ,ime; the :weather is temperate; there 
are not many peopleit:p;e w;orldisself-occupied. The fra.gra.nces of the 
Holy Spirit waft from t:n,ia ,sa.cred · spot. It' the nostrtls were opened 
they woUld inhale th,aebr.ea't(~fil. This 'blessed land is fragrant. 

' Praise yeOODtna.t ye' have reached this place. Its)esul ts will 
become ,evidentin .tb:efuture • . . (Words , of Abdul Baha: Diary of Ahmad 
Sohrab, Oct. 14;1914). 



:]i;xt:\li;:~,ru~tion of the 111ddeo:rt '~1Ql:d$ 1nth~ AX'&b10 ~~:14 •. glv~.~t1 
1'7 Abdul l~aha to ~{r. Oha.l',~.l*H' )I~son H,Ell'mey ~nd :~;(t'. (r~(;rr~;ti~ 
I .... ll. t1mH:t', on tht1t1:r: t'jfH',)~nt vl$H:. t.o :tt~il.1fa t Oat. 19. 1,t1.4. 

#'14: 0 Son of Spirit:: I l:U~T. oreated, thee ~1ob: ' 
'litby doat thou _Jr.e thy.elf POtu:' 17o'ble have ! ma,dltt th.ee: 
':1i'hy d03't thou deg',ra4e thysEt 1M Of t., h~1 Eu,saenQf, of KnoW'''' 
led.g(:,;: haT~ I .r~1an.1feste(1 thQQ:~nlY I!H)~trche~t 'thou ii' .. 1'lo 'th*~n· 
th!.::l.Tl !'fte' lr:rOl:~. th1\:~ Illay ():t~ r~OV(~ t h~:we lm~~lia~1ed 'MVJHH W:hy 
ifHlU:ikuet th,Q'U. t;UH~t~h~~r' tt~l.u;,n tll,Y t:Ll'M:ht l,.mto t.hJf~~,eli'th~d; 
tll (,~u nl!;\.,:rllli$'t, find ]I!t(:~ fdt$%:mt,trmj~)ri .. t·h~tl·th~t~ Pt)wel"ful t M.1.!J~ln,t:Y', 
Guprel'ne. 

There A:te t.'II1;'0 ldnds of I t I: Q sa, i ;n f:~ 
w 1 t.h i Pi Tho t:1rat i4~ 11k~~ i,he 8t~~,n~an~t or Qcm1H:~hlin,~;. 
&;'5i!>jati~r in an earthen 1:1-Q iiwl. Thin is jilt f~la~ t~sGumpti(,:m, 
'l;.HlH'lttUI\ll~ it iDa 'body oQnt+!tin(ltd. wiMdn ~\i. bOcdy; thin ie 'not 
a, oorrect th,.C)rY',b.()a~.il:eo the :HeF.ii.llty <.'If :rJivlnity 1\.\i nt:rt ,~*, 
liOdy, $'uoh ~>t~ Wt\;Hlr. . 

:But tluu,""1 :1.$ ~~. aacom't thf~Ol'Y, w'hj,t,h :1.1$ ~)(n·;t·I!'Jot. 
l'i>1" (~ ,. \'1'" oj, ,t".. t"'''~ ·'::l.pf~~."" ..... ,~ "' .... ~.. ... f·· ·t··h ~'" (~\''''' "I... -" . ","" 'Of·... w,.i .... ' .. ')'~'" ~)u. ~~,;,4:~'"" .d.~ 1,,~,v~'" Jl'Y.j,*.~l"""',~.~~~~~ \t.V' -lr"'\"~ ii,;£"'-4~ ..,1," ~4.r \i!l'J.¥(~.)~ .tu.,.,,,4,.,,t4.lr,",,,. 

'1'lH;il'I.':d"' i.;i:rll't the fl10~;U'l ing of th i ~~ "'16:r.'H;' is thilH. Pur tty ~'h~'~ 
l~H!\a :t t. t h/!:;. i.:. :1.t r:r~:,:\.y b f,t C On'l.6 ),. i k 6' un t, (i· ~\~ t :rt~, 1.1 $l~i,e" r 11m t '(I'd. ~~r 0 l' • 
tlrl'~ n VI +.,~ "'tl •. lHi It r-ar'd 'nw", ."'.' /.," n'~ " ..... ~ 'w i·t· 'I,',·~", "'1"'" en",>"".""",.",",! 1 ,\~"r"",.'l "1"""..1:,',~~ ~~,1../:.\·~." ,J..,. ~'.n..t.,.. ~i)',,"~'}l. "t~l ~ ~~:. ;t;'. j'I,.~.J,J.t·~~ ,:~~'OJ ' !#''I,.''''~)C~JIo ,~'~ '. 

M :1. ~~:h t Y' J::1,Ild f?lup l"enl.$. 

• ,,~:e ymJ,. int:!irpri~t t.hllJ V{$'l'SI((! f:l~{H~tol'dlng t,(l ~;ht:<i 
a!;.OGV~', ~'!xP.l.~~,tl~<tl{m. it w.111 )H~ o(}%:"r~~lot; bee~:j'I.H!l£~ th,~~ ·;1uy~ 1~,uv 
not. ll',:d"t;. It,1f.; t:~4.¥I,o~~tj(;hmt at;~\'tion. In ():cdf:'n:" toti.:n.d nn f.;lJ'I'" 

trmncu into tho mirror. but it is ever atationed in ltd 
J'" p ." .,. 8 '.. ·.yr· ,"' ..... ,' ., ,"n ", lOt ~~ .p .• , "~ ~'''' r'" !li·t··1 ;I, 1- " :mi"'t,>, il"A 0"" ~" "" '., ", .•. 1,. f" l' ~ ~..;. ,. i I<J ,;,.t.. '\-_. ~:~ J,. 11,,/ji,' .4 .. J.,. J ~' ~ ¥/.~ {i~,.".i. "'jIJO ~r"" 'li,/ • k'~" ~ ..I, OJ t~f .. ,-.,1 r.,~.' ',:," ,~ l 5, ~ .. 1· ~ ttl V :t", It,,· .... A 

b,und, t1;1\~ mirro.:t: hE~vlng bi!'.H:~n P'Q~1.j'~'IH\)d. r<Ed:'ll~atl~ th'~1- :t.lf .. ::rl2! 
oft 11 ~1 Sun.... " 
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UNIVERSAL PEACE 

Q,uestions asked of and answers given 
by 

Abdul ,:Baha.,Head ~f the 'Bahai Movement 
. at his home at 

Haifa, Palestine, May 11-14, 1914 

I, 

i Q,UESTION: "What 1s the great est need of the world of 
humanitty?" 

ABDUL :BARA: "Today ' in t;he world of hwnanity the most 
import~nt matter is t~equestion' ot Universa.l Peaoe. The realiza­
tion or this prinoiple is theory1rtg need of the time. People have 
beoome \ restive anddisoontented.· the politioal world ~f every civ­
ilizedi nation has be,come .. avastarena. for the ' emibit ion of m1l1-
tarism\ and the display of, martial spirit. The minds of the states­
men an~ Cabinet Ministers ot every 'government are chiefly ocoupied 
with t{le question ofwal.", and the ~oun011 chambers are 'resounding 
with th.e call to war. i ' Self-interest is at the bottom of every war. 
Greed. j oommeree, exploitat1on, the .pushing further of the boundaries 
of the : kingdom, ooloniz.ation.the preservation of the treaty rights, 
the safeguarding of thel~ves.,and inte,rests of the 01 t1zens, are a 
few of I the pretexts ofgolng; i;:nt'o w:ar. And it has beenproven by ex­
perien~e that the results. o~ ,war"are ruinous, both to the oonquerors 
and the oonquered. O.ountr1es are la1d waste, pub1io property tram­
pled u,der foot, ' commer.oe ·isparEilyzed, . fieldsorimsoned with inno­
cent b+ood, and the progress' ·of the world retarded. How cane. per­
son re,t~fy a wrong by oomm1tting a greater wrong - shedding the 
blood ~f his brothers.? .. ' The ~jor part of the revenue of every ooun­
try is expended overm1Iitaryprep~ra.t1'onst. infernal eng1nes, the 
fil11n of ar8en~lB, Yf:~t:1'\PO.~~t : ~n~ ,hot, and the oonstruot 10n t of .' 
rapid-fir1nggUns • . thebti11d1ng 0~fort1floation8 a.nd 801d1ers bar­
raoks ' ~nd the annual :maintenanoe o~ the army and navy. From the . 
peasant s upward ev'ery Qlass of sooiety is heav11y taxed to teed this 
insati~'ble monster of war • . The pOQr people have \Vrested frQm them 
all th,at they make with .. the sweat of their brows and the labor of 
the 1r hands. '. 

; "In reality ' war is oontinuous- ' The moral effect ' of the 

expendiitures of thei1.eoo;tossal"SUDlSQi money ~.0~t~1~;!~~y o~u~~~:~~u1 
~:r~S!! :~dd~~~~~f~:t};~~~~4.!~~:~~~~lO~:i ~~roes of. the contending 
part i~S become' barbari'cand best ial. the sp 1ritual pow:rs h are f~tun:ed 
and t h\e laws of ·d1v1~~ , olt111za.t.1onare disregarded. U~1 t~ na~ 
oial dlra1n ossif1es the velnsand UlU801es of the body-po c, an 
oongea!ls ·the de11cate8~ns1b111t1es of the spirit. ti th v-

i "There is not the least doubt the. t the na on or e go 

~~~~~;e;~~hp~~~:.f~ii!r~ea~n~~~~~dd;~~~YD1!1~~tC~~fi~f~~~~~1~~~ 
will ~e the objeot of ,honor andrespeot among all the inhabitants 0 

- " ,'(.' 



:the' earth. Suoh .an aotion will beoome oonduoive to the pros­
iperity and well-being ot mankind. Conoerning this. question of 
Universal Peaoe, :fifty years' ·ago His Holine~s , :nAHA'O'J.JI~AH 
!wTote to all the -Sovereigns and Monarohs ot the world, expla in­
:ing in detail the benef! ts of peaoe and the evils of bloodshed. 
Among other'" things He;, hath said: 'Originally manltind was one 
family, united and oompaot; later the members of this happy 
family were di,vided' and subdivided through ignoranoe and pre­
judice. Now the time has come again for thei.r ftnal unificb.tion. 
Universal Peaoe. will bring about this long-:-wished-for consum­
mation. ' 
; "~noe t .11e . Parl!ament of Man is established and its 
~onstituent parts organized. :t ,he governments of the world h aving 
(~ ntered intoc' a oovenant of eternal friendship will have no need 

' ~fkeepinglarg~ stand~ng armies and navies. A few battalions 
'tio preserve interl'l.al order, and an International Police to keep 
~he highways of ' the seasolear~ are all' that will be neoesss.ty_ 
Then these huge sums will be diverted te> other more useful ohan­
nels J pauperism wi-ll disappear, kno\vledge w111 inorease t the 
viot orie s of Peaoe will be sung by poets and b :_:..rds, knowledge 
, ill improve the oonditione and mankind will be rooked in the 
diraale of felioity andpliss. Then~ whether a government is 
o:onstitutionulor republioan~ heredit ary monarohy or democratio, 
t 'he rulers \Vil1 devote their time to the prosperity of their" 
nations, the legislation of jU,at and sane laws and the foster.­
ing of closer and more amioable relations with their neighbors­
thus will the world of humanity beoome a mirror refleoting the 
v~rtues and attributes 6f the Kingdom of God." 

I .• 

i 
i 

m~rtt?tt 

Q.UESTIO~: "What ,is ' your opinion oonoerning disarma- .. 

ABDUL' BAllA: "By a general agreement ~11 the govern­
m~nts of the world must di.aarm simultaneously and at the same 
t~me. It will not do if one lays down the arms ' and the other ' 
r,fuses to doso:_ The' ml~ions at the world must conour with~ eaoh 
oiilher c onoerning thi.s supremely important subj ect, thus they may 
a~andon together the deadly weapons of human slaughter • . As long 
a~ one nation inor~as~s het military and naval budget" another 
n~t10n will be forC3edinto thi!J orazed oompetition through her 
natural and supposed interests •. For example, Germany has uncease­
ir\.gly added to avast Bum for the r:-ilJ1ltintenanoe 01' her 'army; this ­
a~armB the F.rench statesmen and volcltilepatriots" and affeots 
the oalmand stead,y o nerves of ther; :Sri tisherB across the channel. 
In¥nediately there will be rumors ' of<' war~ German aggression, Germaml 
a,5bition, the yellow journals ' writ .e Boaring editorials, jingoism 
be lcome~" the" topio of' p,th~ oap1.:talsand the a.ir wil be filled with sUE:o ions. Sdmf.'0l1e:': ?'. 1:q~ see. ,tor the purpose ot expediency, a 
Gef-~n dirigible tlylng "over' French fortifications or English 
fOTts, making obse~vat1one, whereupon a hue and a ory will be' 
ra~sed from' every quarter of the oountry, and thus there will be 
a correspondinginorease in the estimates of the Minister of War 

n 
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tor the defense of our hOl'1les and our hearths, our ~ljomen and 
our sweethearts, fronr: the .\ attacks of strangers!' The same argument 
is resorted to when the Frenoh nation adds one or two years to . 
her military cQnsorllpt1on, 'and the English Imperialists empha size 
in publio meetings the dootrine of the 'double standard power.' 
~Tow as long as Gennany continues in her o\m military perfection, 
the Frenoh will walk iJ?her footsteps, ' trying at every turn to 
jl.ncrease their OWlv' war ammunition, to be prepar~d for any nation­
~l orisisor ~udden attaok. Henoe, it seems, the only solution 
1ies in the fact of un1v-ersal disarmament on the parti. of' the 
h~'t't-ons • .... " • . 

....... "When we speak of Universal Peaoe, we mean that all the 
g overnments must change the .ir fibeets of battleships and dread­
naughts to a mighty #;l'eet af merohant m£~rine, plying the ooeans 
9f the world, uniting the dis,tant 'shores and interweaving the 
Dommero 1al, intelleotual tmd moral forot;Js of mankind •. But sh ould 
England a 'lone tra,nsform ' the character of her warships, . she v/ould 
'ge at themeroy fit her . enemie.s!; and would remain powerless and 
~efensele ss. TheBri t ish Isles would unquestlonab'1y be threa t 'eri­
ed by a powerful lnvaking, well-disoiplined host • . Henoe, aside 
·from any national' prowess, \ the English people would be pushed 
into this weltering whirlpool of military and naval expenditures, 
and would be struggling to keep their heads a !)ove the seething 
water all around them, whioh, unless ca l'rned doV'm, \''lould dro wn 
a ll of them, irrespective af a ny nationality • . 

"Onoe a person met his friend in the street, and i.>. fter 
~he ex-ohange of oaurte~ie6, g~ ve him a ha;rd blow in the faoe. 
'i\fuy dost thou do thi's?' 'Hast thou not read in the Gospel where 
j:n Christ says-· Whosoev.ershall smite thee on thy right oheek, 
~urnto him the: ot~er ':' a:lso! Now aooording to this· admonition. 
llet me smite thee qn thy left oheek also.' The ma,n submitted to 
the seo end blow quite willingly, and they parted. Next day ,t"l ey 
met each other again, and the man reoeived t'w'/O .more 'blows on his 
cheeks withowt any evident murmur. They met the third day, and 
h!e wqs gOing . t .o . inflictupon him the same blows. 'Wait a minute, 
my friend. I am not the only.pereon in the world to live accord­
i~g to the Teaob1~g of CHf~st. Thou also art one. I have obeyed 
Hiim two days, and the 'lnext': two days will be thy turn.' With t hese 
w~rds, he smote the man pn .his oheek, and asked him to 'turn the 
0l"her" also. t . . . '. . . 

I . "Now the questionot disarmament must be put into 
p:ractice by all the nations. and not only by one or two. Con­
s~ quently the advocates of ]pJeaoe must strive nay and night, 
so that · the individuals of every country may become peace-loving 
P1lblio opinion may gain a str ong and permanent footing, a nd day 
br day the ' army off' International Peaoebe increased, oomplete. 
d~sarmament be realiz'.ed 'and the Flag of Universal Conoilla tion 
b~ waving on the summit ot the mountains Of the earth." 

~UEsTI,qlr: . "Itow oan Universal Peaoe be realized?" 

I ABDUL :SARA: "The ideals of Peaoe must be nurtured afd spread among' the inllabitants of the world; they must be 
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in'Jtructed in the 8choo;L of Peace and the evils of war. ' 
iFirat: Thd financiers and bankers must desist from lending 
~oney to anigovernmentcontempla ting to wage hn U~just, w~~ , 
&pon an innocent na,tion~ Second: The presidenta ~nd manC4gere 
of the railroads and .!3teamshdlp companies must r(~frain fr om 
transporting war , ' ~rnmunl t1on, 1nfernul enginea, Buns, cannons 
~md powder frpril. one oountry into another. ,Third: The soldiers 
Ittust petition, thoc-oughthair repl."csentatives, tllO Ministers of 
W~i.r, t.he politicians, the Congressmen and the gener,~.ls to put 
forth in a clear , . lntol~igi 'ble In,nguagu the r~u.sons and the 
qz~uses whioh huve brotight , them to the brink of auch a natJonal 
¢alarhitjr. The soldiers must demand this as one of' the p:r.e­
*ogat1ves. , 'Demonstrate to us,' they must say, 'that tyds is 
4 just war, ~nd , we :wj.ll : then ~nter into the b D.ttlofield othnr­
'"Visc'Ne will not t~ke one stell; 0 ye kings and rulers, 1Joli~ 
~icians und wal'~mongors; ye who decorate your re(Jcption and 
4ining halls v/ith lEhelYJJlotures. , sculptures, hangings a.nd 
:t;rosooes; ye wh()walk 1np~rfeot elysiums, Vlrco.tl1~d in orbnge 
I~nd myrtle grov~ai ' the :air:" redolent with del-icioua perfumes 
a;nd vocal wi th, th~ sweet songs of a · thouBl:knd bird·s,. the earth 
J.like a luxuriant .oarpet ot emer.ald graGs, bright flo'flors c1otti.ng 
t ihe mead.oW's and'. trees · clothed' in verdure. ye who are droBl3ed 
~n costly s;i.1R: and . finelYl.'1oven textures; , ye who lie d O"Nn on; " ­
~6:f'tt;'! feathEtryoouchesj ye who partt:\ke of the moot de1ici Otts 
8.,l'lli oavoury dishesj ye 'o'iho (mj oy the 'I,l'tmoo't C~l:3e and comfol't 
i:o your wondrotl,s mtw!i$.i ,::ms; yo who arrend rare m,us1cb,l (l ohce ::cts 
viihenever you fe~l a1.1ttle disoonoerted ' undsi;l.d; ye wh{j ",.dorn 
y i?ur lar,;e haIls with green festoons t;md out flowers, fresh 
er-:l. rh!.nds and verdant wrea.ths, illl,.l.minJng them wi th thousands 
otf electric 1 ighto, while the exquisi to fri~1.grtmce oftliO f'lO "lcrs, 
t fie soft t ravjahing musio, the fairy-li 'ko illuminl1t ion, lend::i 
epchantmen.tj ye.who t;l,rein suoh environmentj Come forth from 
y~ur hiding~places.,.enter . into the ba ttlefield if you l i ke t~ 
attaok' each other, and tear eaQh · other to pieces if you de s ire 
t air your so-called contentions. rrhe disoord i.;,nd feud (lrc 
'f) tweenllou; WhydQyou;. make us, ,fnnocl~nt people, a IX(.rty to it? 
I fighting and bloodshed f,l.l."egood things, then lead us into 
t e fra.y by your ' presence! t I .. . . 

. "In ehort,every, mean:a that produces war must be check­
e4 arid the oau~esr<) thatprevent ; the ooourrenoe of war:-oe adv::::.ncea;­
s~ tr.at physioal conflict ·may become an impossi1)11 j ty •. On trie 

(§l.'tt't1e:rt hand" every country must be properly del.imdted, ita exac t 
flj'ont iers ma r~e~t its national. intogri t ;,~ secured, ' its permanent 
il~de'Pendence protected,and its vit a l interests honored by the 
f.::~.mily of nations. · These services o'\l.ght to 'be rendere.d by C~n 
imp,;.,rtial. ; in ternat.ional. Comm:i.seion. In this mI:Hm(~r i;,:.11 c<!l.1.lses 
o~/ friot ion amI d1fferenQes 'Iil ill be removed. And in case t.here 
shjould arise som~d1~P\ltes between them, they o:ouldnrhitrate 
be!fore the Par11amont .. or ,llan,. the. representatives of which' nhould 
be~ ohosen frornamong · thew1seB~ ' and most judioiou's men of ",,11 the 
nat ions of the wqrld,." -

! 



l!!xplanat ion of Verse 14 ot the Arabic Ridden Word.e, 

Given by Abdu,l :Balla to M'T C .M.Reme7· and Vr: George Latimer, Oct .1914: 
....... _ __ - ....... ~ _ . ........ _ ._:...: ____ -......4_ ..... ___________ ~ __ ..... ___ ' ___ _ 

Verse 14t)o.f 

"0 Son of' Spl,ritl I he,Te created thee rich; why doet thou m::.kc 
thyself poor? lioble ha.Te I made the':1; why dost thou degra.de trJs~ lf? 
Of the essence of Knowledge haTe I manitested thee; why searche st 
thou for another than Me? From the clay of l.ove have Ikneade d the f}; 
why se ·~ke st thou another? Turn thy 81gh t'unto thyself, t hat thou m ,:;y:;t 
find 1Ie standing within thee,j powerful, mighty and supreme. II 

~There are two kinds Of "standing within-. The ~irat is li~ 

the "stana.ing" crr conta.ining of water "within" an .earth~rn boV/l. This 

i :s eo :f'las~ aSf3umptlon, beeause it is a body eonta.ined within a b0dy& 

This is .not a corre.t-, theory.) b~au8e the Reality of Dtvinity is not. 

a bo«y such as water. But there ia a secon rl theory which is correct 

a.nd I~hat is the appearance of the Sun in a clear mirror. 

me,aning of this verse is this: ... "Purify thy heart !:hat jtiJ'lr;Y bec ,)me 

like u:nto a transparent mirror. Then thou shalt find Me $t anding 

wi t.hin th.e~. Powerful, Vighty and Supreme." 

"~f you int~rpret this verse acccrd.lng to t he ·.above explcmutioil, 

it will te correct; because the Sun nas not left its transC,end 'mt 

stat ion in order' to fin d an entranee· into t .he mirror', but it is ever 

stationed. in it s center of ~randeur and perpetuit:f'l; while on the other 

hand) the mirror having been polished, reflects the rays Of' the Sun .,q 



, 

. -..,.~ . : 

Wen-de of Ab dul :Baha to six depart in iT, pl1gr 1ms • 

]lrom )lir za. Ahmad's Diary" Haifa, Syria. : J"anuary 19 . ., 1~14. 

·You are a good party! ...... W'ay :fOU expencf.i ~t:tr days in the 

utmost joy and :t'ragran_1 Va.,y you carry with you the Divine Glad 

Tidings o:t' A'BHAI }lay YC)u I'!ver live in the same att-itude c·f invari­

a.ble ·satisfaction. When a man 1s joyous in his heart - I mean when 

in the depths of his heart there is gladness - he will be invaria"bly 

happy und(, :~r all cond1.tions - he will be serene under most adVI)rS6 

circumstances. Wherever you go, convey my lonp,'ing and greeting to 

all the be lievers of Go d. I am alwaye ri'mlember ing them, and I im­

plore and entreat at the Sa.cred Thre ahold in the ir behalf', begging 

for the celes~ aid a.nd succor, 150 that they may -arise in the 

serv1c~ of the Cau.e. 

ttyay the heart 13 be single and pur.,: Yay the intentions be 
I 

sincere and noble ~ May the aims be the promot ion of tbe '1T(' rd 0 f 

God! May we ever be r~ady to sacrifice. our lives in this path! nay 

we ~ver forget the ego a.nd be oblivious of selfl Yay we ever r ~lJ1;mbr 

one another in our prayers and supplications! 

"Today the cohorte of the Kingdom o~ A~IlA are ee.g~rly Watching 
to se~ who ah.;111 step into this battlefield. so that th~y ' Gay rush 
t .o his aid and reinforce him with new and fresh forces. :?or this 
rea.:30n I have aurrendere d 'every thought, ' id'!a plan and conc~pt iOl1~ 
a.nd for the la,at three yearn and a. halt' tra.ve~,le d over mount '?.ins and. 
deB~rtS', cmlntrl, 8S and citi$fJ, land and sea, tal d cried out at trle '~0=­
of my voice, calling mankind to spiritUal illumination and c~lestia.l 
11 re. '!1~ :B~:;towal e and li'avors Qf t:t. BleluJed Perfect ion are as 
man1feet and clear as the ray" ofth'! aunl Two yeers aft~lr the 
departure of Bt~ha'o'11ah I wrot~ a. letter which contain3 tlln f(lllo 1!!­
lng vl('!rse: '0 Abbas! Attack and break thr·ough the serried ranks 
of th'~ armi:"} 3 of the vrorldS' While I was travelling in th ~ W:; st 
and ent-er-ing churches, synagogues, meetings and convf}ntlona, I ob­
ser"lred 1z:hat I was tighting AI..oU vrith all thl'l!8e forces, and that 
the f ·nv1aible ~nf:IlJS cohorts came cont inue,lly to my assi ;J t anC<o1 ." 



/ , ', 

l'rom Jlirza Ahmad! s Diary. Haita, ,Syria. , 
March 21, 1914. Yeast 0 t Naurooz. 

nDUL :BAH.! said: 

.Our feasts are very wond~l. They are unique a.n:d peerlessJ:< 
During the days of the Elessed Perfectioa we celebrated this national 
New Year's Day with ~reat festivitiese •• Everyone was in the utmos~ 
joy a.nd happiness, B.ttraction and hopefulness. The New Year's Day 
is a day of pleaaure and delight. Although in tho se days we 7/ere 
prisoner. t yet according to our ability- the room of :Baha tolllah Was 
decol':ated w~th roses and flc1wera and a v s-iety of sweetmeats were 
provided which were d~stributed amongst the friends by His own h andstt: 

, "The Be days are t he d~s of feast in g and re j 0 io ing, days of love 
and goo&.tellowshlp-, ~ys .ofreoept1ons and banquet., days of meetings · 
and assemblies. Eecause the se days are v 'acation 'c.a:ya, great co~ 
vent ions , and congressea must be ,.helda wherein' people gather togethe~ 
to deliberate on matters of universal import. They must strive to 
solve such problems as will yield eternal . r :>asults and consult about' 
such m€a,tters a.s will benefit the world of humanity, sa that at the 
end of the vacati.on the members of . the comnru.nity may have become 
richer morally, spiritually and intellectual17 and ,better means ot 
livelihood for the. poor . have ,been p-oyided, .. thus they may b~come hapt;;t 
p1'erand lOOre comfortable. , , .. " . . ' . 

"'\, ' 

, "l!'or example, if during such day. a ueat ConsultatiQn ~ohai 
Convent ion were to be organized" its,res.'ults WQuld bWnfinite. 
:Rach session must' be devoted to.the consideration of Wrious vital 
topics an d humanitarian principles and several Be ssi6ns spent in the _ -.:.1-

discussion of ways an (i means for spreading the Causa in different 
ports of th.e worl d and dacIa,ring t .he Glad Tidings of the Kingdom to 
all mankind. The .benefits of such B. . convention will be universtn 
and all the :Bahaiswill be ' made very happJ'" and enkindled with the fire 
of great . activity anct zeal. . Th8 .,:Ba!m.1 world will be inspire'd with 
new vision and impelled to enter into . broader fields o ,f labor. -

"On such feast day. the rich Inembersof · acommunitYi m)lst spre,ad 
8.bunda.nt feast s for-, the unfort,unate an d cOritr·1butet toward too main .... 
t enanc iI!f. 0 f char it able

l 
~educat ional ,and ph.11a,nt brOp ic inst it u,t ion~jt!>l 

thus the spirit of ho lday a'l'ld m~rryt1lakin«m~ be shared 'by all,-
not mereby by the welllf'iC)8.do4 On/such , day. indigent and wealthy 
alike? ,must becomemirth:f.'ul, a.ndjoyous.", . 



A TALK " WITH ABDUL DADA ON MERCY .AND FORGIVENESS. 

This ~alk came about when a olipping was translated to Abdul 
Baha, which had been sent Him by the author of it, in which it was 
stated that rtolatOrs " of' the COTenant, inc~ud1.ng Dr. No of Chicago, 
would NEVER be tor!iTen, and tbat they were lost. The sentiments 
in said article _so t;rossly misrepresented the B~a1 Principles that 
the following talk was ~iTen,with a suggestion that it be copied 
f'or the :t'r1ends, for the sue of true infonnationo 

ABDUL B.AHA said: ' - There are Blany people who enter this Cause 
wi tb some preconeeiTed ideas, and :rinding that their ideas oannot 
be en~raf'ted' onto the Bahai Revelation, they become dissatisfied 
after a time, and finall7 leave the Cause. Nevertheless THIS DOOR 
IS ALWAYS OPEN to such and never closed to their faces. 

-The quality of Merey is not restrained. GOD is ever forgiv­
itir; and rill acoept :the sincere repentance of His wayward children. 
He will never close tbe DOorot His Kint;domo 11an must also adorn 
his beart with this Wlcltangeable attribute of Merey~ No matter 
how low a man bas descended, how sinful he bas been, how perverse 
bas become hi"s character, yet through the power of repentance and 
the Love of' GOD, is he capable of complete regeneration. 

-The Sea of the Forg:l.Teness of' GOD is ever in motionj the 
Showers of' His Pardon are always ' pouring down; the Gale of' His 
GenerOsity is incessantly blov±n~o Be does not depriTe His ser~ 
vants, no matter howd!sobedlent nor bow rebellious. ,Let tbem in 
the hour of' prayer turn their f'aces to GOD and Be will cleanse 
tben from -allimpuri ties; ' He rill make them as pure and innocent 
as the sucklint; babes. If' GOD turns us away from Bis Gate, then 
"hose ' garmen"t rill we hold to? If Be shuts ,the Door of' His }fercy 
to us, tben at what doo'r sh8J.l we knock? If Be is not kind and 
benevolent, then to \1'~om " sJi8J.I we appeal? If Be is unmerciful. 
and harsb towards us like certain people are (tbe writer of the 
article) then wbere " ~s o,ur ~o,e' 

-.ol ' GODt s pOwer -of torpTenesB is not restrt.ined. With this 
power Be performs "miracles "ai}d " changes the crude metals into gold; 
Jl.is Love ~s as wide as ihe Un:l.verseo Nay! bUllIE It is limitless 
and bound1es8 .a sborele8s~ fathomless Sea ot spiritual LOTe. 
Let the s~ers ~o to the shore of this Sea and they will be lfashed 
of' all their stains and bleiidshes, no matter bow black. The Sun of 
His Genero$i ty and " Compassion is shining over all the creatures; e 
let those ..tho ' are' Gllained: in the -prison ot self and desire break 
their tetters, ' leave tbeird8.rk cells and oome out into GOD" own 
Sunshine and bask under the sott, balmy rays of' Bis Clemency!" 

, . , - '. , 

Copy from E. C. G., Haif'a, Syria, August 13, 1914. 
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Am wondering whether you have heard what Abdul Bahe had 
; to S&yto the Cooper..,Frankland party on several subjects. I believe 
I'll just quote yOu what she says on this sUbject: 

"In regard to the,subject of PRAYER, Mrs. Cooper and 
Mrs. Jl'rankland said when they were here that Abdul Bahe has 

'advised that all ' pray for others , more than for ourselves, as 
th£tt will help us to become less , selfish and as we pray for 
the bounties to be showered upon others, we draw them in this 
~ay to ourselves: 

"Amidst great ' lamentation and weeping, for we are told 
that ~::rs. Hoagg was in tears all the time Abdul Bahe was speak­
ing on the subject, we are told that Abdul Baha upholds CAPITAL 
PUNISH2v!ENT, awl s,aid that if a man took a life he should pay 
for that life with his own life. When his attention was called 
to the suffering endured by a person awaiting such punishment, 
He said, that if such a person was really penitent, by that 
True Penitence he redeemed his soul. In other words, through 
that real penitenc~ he saved his'soul. 

"The subject of the 19 day Fast was spoken of; this 
is the fast from I',~arch 2nd to the 20th of March. M:rs. Franlr­
land said it seemed to her as though Abdul Bah~ laughed down 
his sleeve at themall the time they talked about this subject, 
as He thinks so little of fasting while we make so much of it. 
Some one asked should one fast 'Nhen it '{vas so inconvenient to 
do ~o, that is, g~t up early before probably the rest of the 
f amily were around; and Abdul Baha said 'what is a little in­
convenience?' He said ALL SHOULD FAST. When told that it 
had been said that 45, was the age limit, He smiled at them 

r., .::~ 

and said there was no limit and when pushed for an answer said 
70 years was the limit. He said nothing should pass the lips 

' \ " 

from sunrise to sundown. If ',. ),, __ :>-./'::' ; ," 



Vie had ,the pleasure of having llinner wi th 
Dr. J)ou. ~; e, President of the Amerioan College at Beirut, 
Uyria, and Dr. Ward. Dean of Medicine at that institution, 
who have been lecturing in the Bay Region the past week. 
'·;,'e told t Hem of our plans, find they were .greatly interested 
becaus e tiley i:.!. re face to face wi th the s(3rious situation in 
the East, and know the need of the abolition of prejudice 
a nu. the brotherllood of man, more than we. 

Dr. Doage made this wonderful l.'iuggestion. 
There has be e n held National Student Body Conferences, 
i ooking to a me~ns of spreading the ideal of Unity. These 
unfortunately h a ve been held unLier some denominational 
i nstitutions, who were looking to spread the i~eci of 
mi ss ior ,ary work in foreign countries. ,He said the college 
me n a nd women bf today, are eagerly looking for some construo­
tite h a rmonious method of s preading their feeling of world 
S oli dccr i ty, bu t are thoroughly oi :~liodox plans of spreading 
Ul1l, er one guise or another somerel'igious idea. Therefore 
{lotwi thstal Jding there were some 7000 students at the last 
]\J a tiorlul Conference h e ld in Kansas City about two years ago, 
it iVa S ve ry Learly a failure. His suggestion was that if . 
we coula bet the Cal ~ e ge Student Body in America. and the 
~~rld, if possible. to have an International Conference 
h long the lines of our Conferenoe for World Unity, it would 
lH:; a. g re ut success, and we 'Would be working with those who 
v: ill re CiIl.y establish Peaee, if it is ever to be done. .And 
s ometl . ing cO Dstructive will come of it, beoause the fertile 
anil unprejudiced minds of the best youth of the ,'[arId will 
be eilth used with the idea l of active work, ['l.nd a program of 
~ctivity will surely grow out of the Conference. 

All this we want to present to Dr. Jordan 
rr nu. secure,h1ft he lp. Is it possible that you can find time 
to joit; us in t h e meeting Thursday noon at the Commonwealth 
Club. I ;:~,m <:.!. member and will be there, and would be 
";'E: light ed to have you come as my guest. It is to be 
h~~d u t the ~lub headquartera, 345 Gutter St •• at 1215 pm. 

As to our locul and immediate activiti e s. 
It is our thought we should send a circular letter to those 
who hav e respon~ e d to our oarde and ask their sugge stions 
~~ mi f eel our· ,just how interested they are. Many have 
Bu gg ested we should have looal Conferenees at various praees 
u.urine; the comi ng year, a~ .. ~ , p;reparatory to our big plan for 
1926. Wh[.;. t ao you sugges~ . 

) 

Mrs Cooper is leaving for Europe about the 
1 5 th of .. pril, ana our Commt ttee should have a meeting before 
she ~ o e S I so v.e can outline some vwrk for her in England 
i L oe!lalf 01 our Coni'el'Emee. If it meets wi th your G.pproval 
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