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Hotes taken at Asoa, by Mr, Woods sock, 190%,

**fi*l.l**i.i*'!‘.l*ﬁﬂ.i*%iﬂ!'lilIii*ii*ll*hilii*!'ﬂiiii%ﬁﬁ*&nm**ﬂ*&

Regarding the House of Justise the Mauster sald: "It is s
great mistake to suppose that there will bo & Houme of Justiose
2glablished in eash aity. The faci iz thers will be bui one

Houge of Justize for the whols world, i¢ he composed of individuuiy

y from eazh cowntiry. In sadh ity there will be a Spiritual Mesiing,

wr Board of Council, somposed of nine or more, whose funotion will
e to attend to the business of the Asserbly . This Spiritud

Festing will have no power to conirol or mske laws. The marhers

TH

of the Counail are merely t'he'nul"?mta of the !Laae'nbl:sr or gorunmunity.t

Continuing in this nonnactinn the Master gaid: "A houge lg
never rurntahed blrm-_..
0 Bahatetllah, - It---mmt -.ho-tirat built up; atterwards it will be

tho atruatm*a in eregted. S0 with the Cuuse

“urnished with Jugtige and then 1t will be called the House of
fustise. When this time semes and the universal House of Jusiice
i1s once established, '1t-n'-cmanda will be oh_eyed by all.”

"Many ninor laws not mentioned in the Kitahb-el~Akdas will De
mede by them, but no laws gontained in the Xitab-el-Aikdas can be
abrogated by them, Ve have to repurd the Catwse of Baha'o'liah as
2 houss in the progess of bullding and that we are the builders;
in other words, we are simply the aservants bullding the house.
The house is pot ours. We simply sontribute the lubor.®

"hon asked who would elest the individual members uf the House
of Justize, the Master maid: "They would be elasted almliar fe
the plan ad@pied in eleating memhers of Uongress in the United
;f-‘.'hu'tai, eazh .:;.o;t_z_ntry electing a represontative, the same as ewch

state dows in the ualen.

Choee B9 F27



Notes taken at Aczca, by Mr, Woodcosk, 1900,

re

o

-ﬂ'D*‘.'."l.'l‘ﬁﬂih*llﬂ'l*‘.l‘l“i"ﬁll“liil*l*i&-ﬁi'ﬁiili.i*!i-ﬂﬁ*#%-ﬁii*!R&Qi

In spesking of the ark the Naster sald: T4 has b

4
Li

stinct moanings, the esoteris and exoteric., Hsotmrigally ths

LR T

ark 1ls that shelter glven by God, wilch will oarry His sreaiiros

over the waters of error to safety. Tor example:  thdul-Bohe is
2.1

iiwe ark of the new Covenant provided by Banhafollimbh in wiie duy.

Those o onter into thias pre teatlon will svoid the flood of doubbs

and vnzeriainty whish is gradually enguifing e world, My doslre
ts thiat the hearts of the frisnds be firm in the love O Pohelotllgl

It is my wish tha! their hewaris ba filled with divine 1owe, Doowupe

.',/{a’ver.‘;r'{;hing is per'j shable sove the love of God whish ig eternal

< and remains forever."
-
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Addruss delivercd by Urs. Loulss K, Vidte,
al 'Sor hcr rebarn frow Aecs,
hilora & meating of the Pahad Assubly, held on Qunssy mornin:,
Do, i, 1909, An Cerinthian Mall, *“usordc Tumle, Ohliascs, 111,
L N S L Lt L T T T T T T s e

I foel ithut thae worda of the swoeol wons which Vadess Tioand s

W
t

Jeut iag ao boeuwatifully, find wu schw in sy -inneracel huaris

"1 bub e pilegriu here, Heuven i wy homo® - only I would chass
ihosms say, "Acea is my home." Tt wedwmw s 1f 1 hed Dellen wasloup
run L left Tnlcugo unu have only awckansd, bub with thix difference,
Elal what 1 have asen ax hourd i» the Peality of Live, while &il

viace now pasmes bul & dresm.

Yhen I left you I aaid I woudd carry eech ami ¢very onu of o
cloasly in my heart Inte that Holy Pressnce « and 1 aded, - gvory ong
uf rou, |

Whan Tr. Moody, Mre. Hurrison, 'r. Sprague and 1 osrrived o
e prison home, wo were met by & grouy; of men belisvers, and whon
ther took T, fpramis inte th air arae T orosdlaed shat the Dbl Lowg
eanlly wua - the 1i; h in their fucon - Lhw rubh and sincurdiy ef
itoulit 98 they love se m 111 Recis Thile Lhars L seased ot
ol v “he larninge of t.he heart s wpokon, anc 26 smech did T hoer of
tho haurt, os: *You must keop yaur hewrl a8 a clear cryshal.* iy
tris teachor Ls onw who can tesch ithe hewrbs.” "ol the Tord of fad
bu brsathed forth from your hoarts,® "Abcul-Baha carrios ;ri}-al clossly
an is hw;rt.. unic is t.ho heurt®s own lansusgo.® Thess cxursss-
jons wnd many others uf the 'hld‘t" antil it seems ws if the hwls
sorld were one ;‘grut_ hnrt-ahlpcd globe, wnd I pow sach one of yuu
notl ax human beings "but.”j_iuth earte filled #ith whe {lre o Yhe love

Chowe BIF2T7



of Cod, Our atay in Acea was hut fouwr days anc one day in Yoifa,
acking only five days spent with Abdul-Poha - but menaured by Ghu
bhlossinegy ruoniftd, it sooms like five ronrs, e weve, housvar,
recoupunscd for the shortness of our vieit by heip ami hoas, v
Mdul =Dkt wish, with . and ¥ra, ¥ inney., Thels perly hWud houn in
Aoea, pravious tﬂ owr arrival, fourtson deys, and haal=Tala had
rocitantad that they share thelr notes with ug, so on our ralurg
vorace thin aaded bleaning was oure, suking our visdt in rosdity
rinctsen doys.,

I ruidized d.a‘uply while in fceu that my thowsht of 7ou did not
soum %0 cross to you but !‘a‘l»l'ﬁf‘ brousht vou there Go e, i 5o iL
i1v that, when one poes, all eo. To Yr. Tinney Aboul-Bobhe solis
*Althoush our sssembly st this tuble mesthers enly tum, in raelilg
it 1 repreosentative of all the bulowss of Hen, "hp? Facuurs iV
pletures the Ruhal esommmity, The sood, no matier how saail, 1c in
ha eatimation of & pareeptive amint u vorditshle trus. The ming
imagines the tree and the tree i resulind frow the eeod, Likowisg,
shon T sea you, it is like seein~ &1l the baloved of Tea, "he Luxgh-
invs I pive unte you are the teaghin: 1 wold give o nil,”

I found in deeu that (to my mind) there were thrae prent
fundamental subjeats Upen which Abdul ~Yuha buswa Fia Ladke ooc thoy
RO _
st The power of the Word of lod,
nd- Flreme al._,. |
drd- Love,

And the gruhllt of these h Love, Vhen you coma into Ahdid-%onn's
Presence He does mt ut: 'How mich do thoy believe in Americ:
but - *How mush de l‘hcy Jove?* Ir it wwote with you placewrs, 1



would 1ike to give you what I huve on those thrus subjects soparaluly
sLoothor timos,

I went Lo Acos wa an ambasmador bn the nwne of mueie, coreying
with me & letier from the Houus of Rpirituaditly to Abdul-TFalu, waking
yhothar there was Lo be wn organ in the ushrok-ele-fzker oy not, wnd
of the natwre of =mumic used in owr survices, I gave Tiw bhis
sipiliestion with othars upon the sscong mwrning of owr arrival,

At thic tlme I wlso gewe Him Hedwn Limne's plebwre and hor moso.ow
e Nia, and looking at the pictuwrs very lovingly, Mo seia: 1 will
yriy God to blesa her and her work in susic.® It s not  unbil av
laat day in Acca, when 1 asw Abdul-Fuh: alone, thab I received «n
angwor Lo btha juestion wbout the orjux, 1 then asked: "Fill thare
be un organ in the Yushreke-el-Azkar?* e roplied: "No. ¢ argen
in the Tumple, but one in & building neer by.* 1 eedd:  *4n suditos
rium for that purpose?® And He roplica: *Yeu," I sald: "®ill nob
wualc and singing be used in anthems of pradas snd hymsa?® Yo roplied:
*Yos, but not in the Centre of Worship.® Later, in Uile wose tulk
i th Him, in spesking of music, I told Fiw of the orpwms in our
churches in Aawics. It was adwost « hope Uhal one wighi be por-
aitted in owr Teple, bui Abdwl -Roha replisd: "There muat be uo
organ in the Temple but in a bullding near by, UWere fostlvels wmd
sorvices will be held; here the hymna sund anthume sang, convenilons
hold and apiri tual gatherings; but the chanting aw singlng of the
Word will be unsceompanied by wny orgwn in the Cenlre of Vosship."
bzuin, when Mrm, ﬁmiabn-md I wore wi 't.ﬁ Abdul-Ruha in ffadfs,
ankod the smme question that Mra. Hiorriaon might wlao heor Y
angwer, saying %o hwr.mﬂmu: *In u Tablet which Abdul-MH:ha
wrote $o0 me Me idd. *that my hymns would be sungz in tha centrs of



5 e
sorship forevor mors' - but if thers iz to he no orgwn in b Tumple,
where will Chey be wung?® Abdul-Ushi replivd: *There will b nw
ergan-in tho Tesple, biut in & builaing nswr by - there the hwime
#3111 bo sung and at all eothey spiritucl gatherings.® I wuns very
pursistont in my q_untiodng for I realized the qrosal imporicnss of

1t and I wanbed il mwade very elewr to my wind. AL our loed seotldsy:
with Abdul-Bezha I asked if the singing of the hyans, the Renudiclion
anc other masle wes still to be uaed in ouwr meetJdnes of worehiy,
end e repliad: "Yes; have the musle se you now do, singln: vhe
hymms, eolc., until the Terple ia built - thon have the mueie in the
othur bullding for that purposs.®

In @y procious momenta wlone with Abdul -Baha I saked if o
s;proved of ow Choral Soclety und thuir puasi work. There wan rosl
joy in Tis face us He r'qullod: "Yoa, Huude has o grewt place; 1
iz one of the highwiit forma of oxpression of spiritusl iaess; 16 1o
a jreat art and should bo oulblvatsd, ALl who have telent shoide
study und develop it, mnd t.he work of tho Choral Seclely sus wost
cocoplable ~ it wus *Very geod,'® I xeid: "I wish you could huve
hesrd hem sing st the o&ntmtidn on the Ldub of Yurch) Gl aunyg
o8 if inspired¥- wnd He repliea: "Abcduli-Biha qld howr thas wid ous
thum too and Me will alwaye hear thea.® He told me that 1 wos o
continue Lo cumpone musiec for the Juuse, as il was mozt wocepishle
o (od, und when I asked Him if He epproved of the songs 1 hag
compossd of & sentimental order, Hue repliec: “You musl continue %o
compone such music alao, fer using onu's tulents wa a mewns for
woulth is most pralsewerthy.” I sida: "I can best express my
foolings in susic and verse and cun jive the Vessage betber in o
hymn than by word of ﬂuﬁh."- He rajaliad: "™Music ig the hoart's cwn



lingmage; it vibrations uplifﬁ_hhw gpirit; 1t is wery bsaublifild.”
Hu vhen looksd swuy off out ‘of the window, His fuce heceme illuminug
i Mo rejpeated softly in English: ®husic! Mumiel® - ae if tho worg
hrowht forth divine melodies to Hip war; ws if Yo wove incuw
listening Yo the "choir Inviziblu.® In spesking to 'r, Fimmey of
music und {te divine importangs, Abduwl-B hu madd: ™. ¥inney sokeg
w9 concerning musle wnd I Fr'omlwﬁ-f. woitla anewer Wi, Miele is of
the importaat arts. It has u'gg_'rs::.t sffoct wpon the hesn .5‘;1 Vu
Yusical melodios are cartaﬁn' pometiins which prove 4o bhe an
acciidental upon etheris vibrations, for veics is nothing bpt the
expression of vibrstions which reach the tympanun eng «ffoct Uhe
norves of hoaring. Musicul melodler wrs, thurefore, Lhowe pacul iar
e’fucts produced by or from vibrations. ‘i&wawr, thuy have tha
keunuest offoct on iplriti. In sooth, alihowgh nuele do & mnberial
wffair, you ite trewendous offsct is spiritusl and ite jrept
abttachment 1w £o the reslm of the apiriv, IF & parsen aeliver
discourss, it will prow_mb!‘i_ﬁffoctiva after muaical melodies,

Y30 cnolent Oruclan aa well as Persisn philosophers were in ‘he
hablit uf. delivering their disesurses in ths following manncr: Tirst
play n fow musical melodies mnd when L-he::i.f wadience abtadned &
eriuin roceptivity thereby, thay would lenve thelr insiramentsz ol
once snd begmin their r_iinouru#. Amony the mosl renewned cxplclang
of wciunt Persia there wea one nuaed Barbod who, whenewer o groust
yuoation had heon phadod for «t the court of the king, and the
minietry hid failed to pcranadc the king, thay weuld at onev refer
the matter Lo Barbod, whersupon he would gov with hin wisicul
insiruments to the court amd pluy the most spproprivte snd touching
music, the nnd being l& onge attained, bocmuse the king was Lumsdlats
1y uffectod by the touching mlcd melodive; cerfuin feelin:w of



£y
gonsroalvy would swell up in his heart snd ho weuld give sy, You
may try this: If you have « groal cesire wnd wish L altaln jour
end, try Lo 4o su on a large sadience ufier a great solo hus buen
rondsred - but it._m:._ba upon an audisrce on which episic e «iTucti¥,
fér there wre somd people who ure like stones, and mueic commt vffect
stones. Yow lut us go back to - the oripind subjwet: usic ic w
important meuns foi‘ the edugnbion =uu developaent of hwienily, hui
the only truo way is threugh the teachimyre of Tod., Masic 1s like

thic glase which is perfestly jurs wi s polichea - 14 in piselscly
like thie pure nlull.oo before us - and the tuachings wnd ubileracus
of fud are like the wator. When the plaae o chalice is abealuiely
pure and clenn and the wator is porfectly limpid and frosh, Shon iv
will gonfer life., Wherefore, the teuchin:z of fod, whathor ihey by
in the form of homilies or oumunas or prayors, when thwy ary
mlodfgauﬁly chantod are most improssive. It wos for this reason his
holinear Pavid sang the psalme in the Holy of Holles ut Jurucalem
“ith aweet mmn, In this Ceuse the art of music ir of puramount
w. The Blessed Perfoctlon, whon "o fi yst came Lo the
barrucks (Acc#), mutod this stutenmi: If, weone s Lwedinbe
fellowers f-hlro wors _tholi who ecould pliy some musical imebliruwnent,

i.vey the flute or harp, or could sing, 1l woule have churasa every
ons.' In short, musigal melodies form wn Laportunt rolu in the
wasocintions or outward and inward chirscturistics or gudiiius of
man, for they are the lnspirer wnd motive powar.of both the moterind
and lplifltual mablli‘uon Yhat a motive power it is in «ll
fuli.nga of lovel ﬁtm man is abtractud to the Leve of God, nmusic
has & grest effect upon hinm,*

{Taken from #r. ¥inney's noicu.)

-Surely we can need m0 greater ingentiwo Lo work in the sweleul



| dspartment of the Kingdom than thess sords of Abdul-Buhu wnd His
wssurines thal our efforta wre "most wcceptable Lo Goal.®

There is one thlng'hlch Abaul -Baha swid W “re, Winney which
st hesutifully expresses the sttitude which nll who sing or wpeik
abould tuke. (I glve this especially fur our Choral fociuty,}

t was this: "Before you talk jyou must turn your hewrt to the
Yingglom, wk the assistance of Guua - Shen wesistance will be 21lvun
you, You must look upon the audience liks birce whe are wweiiing
o beautiful melody, and then you must consider yourself e o
beautiful orgun played upom by invisiblo hwide. Be swrs ang Leke
this attitude snd you will alwwys be csnixtud by (foc.”

(Tuksn from Yrs, Finney's nobes,)

Horoin lies the true wrt of singivy « wiler forgetfulnuie of
solf - and being a perfuct instrument for tha Spivit of Seng to
play upon. | |

Abdul-Raha maid much to uis ana to ", Wimney and his porty of
the offects of a visit te Aescn wpon vach individuslly. Yot s road
you His words om this subjuct: “"Somw aouls come here and return
unultored. It is pmiuly like ons who comes to & fountaln wnd not
boing thiraty, returns exaetly aa he caw, or like a blind men whe
ove inbo « maa-gn;rdon;'_}ﬁ porcelves not, wud bolng pustionug
to what he has seon in the rope-7urden, roplies: ‘Nothin:.' But
sono souls who come here are resuscitated. They coms desd; thuy
return alive, They oome frail in boay; they returnsd houdod, They
come athirst; they Nwm satisfiod, They comos sorrowinys; thep
roturn joyous. They ecome deprived; they return having partskun of
o sharo. These souls huve In roulity uone justice to thely visit,
Praise be to God, you wre of those souls und you must bo sxcsedingly
happye If a cow sheuld o ta 8 beautiful town, & city fudl of



bountios und blessings, and should be yuestioned ae to what bountios
anc blessinge hs had found In thic tomn, he voule reply: "Mothing
bul  cucumber pesla and melon rinds.' Tut If s nightisgds should
fly Lo & rope-parden, when it returned the reply woula bu: ‘'Verily,
I huve scented lovely frugrances, hawe suen most buautifd flowers
e most delightful Vamu', have drmk most refreshing waturs ond
I have found nuw life.' Yow a baotle would reply: ‘ALl you huve
hoard concerning the rossegardon in felse., There i nsi ther «
Gelizhtful fragrance mor beauty of verdurs, nor is it joyous, In
foct, when I entered It I was displemsed, 811 you have hward is
filse., Had I not escgped I mhould have dlad.'™

(Taksn from Vr, Kimmey's roton,)

The gongz thxt I bring back to you la thal of the mifhtinsle.
I have baen to the rose-garden of Accwn, huave acantsd lovely
fraggancen, have seen mest beautiful flowers end moast delishuiful
vordure, have drunk most refreshing watori snd have found mew lile,

We were told, while in Aoea, by doar, scintly Mirza Assad Ullsh
thel we had coume there at a most soncerfid time, for it wes the
-graa.f.ast. month in the !ohmd.nn your, and the poa:i tion of the
planets were such that uuy produced prout power, Rf8ldom had thors
hoen B8O many o.f the great touachers thare at one tims as then,

AL owr asecond aimmer im Agcs, and desr Ir, ¥oody's lust, we
cuould faul the great force which secmoed to be emanated froa Abdul-
Beha us To talked, He closed this beautiful Lalk by eaying:
*Therefore you maat thank God greatly, for He has opensd your syvz.
Tou have hsard the Pivine Call - you have heen ushersd into the
Kingdnﬁ. Yhat a p'lst Il“ung and whalt o prost blessing this
gutharing ia - right here and now, in such love, such sincerity.®
o paused impressively betwsen these two lust sentences and il



remained silent for some moménts, und it seemed as 1f overy heert
at that table was blended into one - and that one Abaud-T:iha's,
Hoe woge and left us, We adjourned to 'r, Sprague’s roam and here
med a large mumber of the old Rastern hullevera, smong thsm buing
Heaji Yirse Hayder Ali, Mirza Mahram and “irza Reown. There were
sixtesn wen and we three Imri.ean.womn, making ninetesn in all.
Of the wonderful words utbered by Abdul-Peha during owr dinnur,
Mirza Assad Ullch sald: < *The words of Abdul-Baha tenight, wurs yory
wongerful wnd had an imner significance which will prudually dran
:.‘q'.rori you, The more you ponder over them, the more their meanin:
will bo revorled to yeu. Hany peoplo hove made long pilgrimagos
juat to mse the Wanifestation's fuce, or %o hesr one word, Sue how
bleased you ere, for yow have revceived muny words, and siach word is
& seud and will bewr much fruit, The constitution of which Abd:d-
Bsha spoke refers mot enly to that of the Btste, but also tu wich
individual, Owr faith ia our eonstitutiun and Abaul-Buhs hus
plinted the seed of falth in your hearts. You may not understand
the moaning of His words new, nor comwider thelr groat worth, The
ground doss not realize it is being plowed wnd plented with B,
but the aseds grew just the seme. Abdul-Ruha is ths wise gardener
end the seeds He has planted in your hearts tonizht will later hour
mich fruit and affect the whole world, He huas unfurlsd befors you
the carpet., Ho has taken you into the Yinguow., He hos filled joar
candets to overflowing with priceless jowels. Tonight you awra
rich indesd,* And ome of the Jewels in thu casket of my hsurt,
which I bring back to you, is Abdul-Buha's love,

Yo hud our last dinmer with Him in Huifa just & few hours bLofore
seiling. It was in Wadam Jagkson's house, und it being the Weaut day
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of Rumadan, all of the famlly werv gathered there, Just hefors
cgimmer I had hud the great privilege of heing with the family in the
holy mothar'e room. The Orestest Woly Tesf, the mother, the thrues
caightors and the nine prandehildren wure oll there and I had the
comforting joy of holding eagh little one close {0 my heeart, ‘Ths
dining room comamnda a msgmdficent view of ths pus, and the table
wes decoraled profusely with white Jussuaine hlomsoms - the «dr wue
ladon with their fragrance.  Only Monover Fhame:, of Lhe fanily,
dgined with us and interpreted for her fathar., He began His tadk by
suyings: . "Wore you are sitting ot this tikle, one from Zngland, one
from 8yris, others from Persis and you twe from dserica, This could
enly be acoomplished through the love of Jod in your hewrts, Thic
love undbes you ull e d soon it will unite the whole world, You
must 70 back to Americe ws signs of Love wnd love the peopls very
mach - more and more sach day., Ail the belisvera muat reuch Lhut
station whers they will bs willing to die for sach ether, Their
moctinge must be haldl' in great love, jusu like L patharin: tosothor
of doves which are w0 loving te wach other. In the Rast the love of
thy belisvers ie very great, dbut America has not yot reached thie
station. It is wmeh htwr, bt ihﬂy must prow in love for wuch
othor, Tell them that Love is the onv prext thing., It is life -
the only lifi of the ap drit," And upon bidding us zoud bye, Audul-
Raha sald: .'I sond 2y love to all in America. Tell them that Ahgul-
Biha loves them yery wmuch,”

To Mr. Kinney we are indebted for these bsautiful worde copied
fran his notes: “Abdul-Buha said: °I hope e great love may be
establd shed mmong you nnd that day by duy thie lovs muy lnorouwss,

I have gathered you all together that you wmay be gathsred tojather
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in the same way in ths Kingdom of Tod and that you may love one
snother very muek, If you lowe one aznother es vou should, it is
iuot 2 thowsh you had loved me o you ghoula. The moré sou love
one &_pther, the nearer you come to me. I #ill g¢ awey from Ghis
werld, but Love always stays. Therefore, vou tught to leve onc
wnother very wmuch, and I hope you %ill he the cuwuse of estahlishing
grast love among human kind, and throwh the help snd aseistonge of
od you will be Q‘nlo to establish in thic werld vhe Tevs of Zou, |
TATAYOLLAY sndured all thd!; hearaships wad difficulties only for
the weke of establishing Tove in the woile,'

And at aq_pther tirw Abdul-Baha seda: "My love Tor you is like
un ocean wnd your love is like @ drop. The di_ptlress wnd culurdiies

~which T huwe ondured for your seke for meny yesrs, you could not

sncure for one day, wnd now should any offer me the entire exirtent
world in exchange for one of you, I would net aceceyt it, This noeuns
thut one of 'you is doarer to me than t_he whele world. If o thowma
s#ords be used on my neck, or agwinsti mo, I cccupt 1%, bul wwila net
be oontent thal one halr of your houd shodd he baken ewny, You must
reislize by this exprussaion to uhu., a dugres I love the belisyors,*

To be lovad hy Abdul -Baha - what & blossin isg! And thie
divine lovs I bring to you im full meusurs., To-dsy you are rich

Y indued.

T)ﬁﬂi”’.:f H. Wd.il-&.

ee=08000=w~
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Impressions of Abdul Baha
by his of -0 Louiaa R. Vaita, of Ghicagn who visiteﬁ Acca, Octdbar, 1909.

" To dosceribs Abdul Daha 8o as to tnrmranyimantal picture of Him
that weuld in any way do Him justice, is as lmpossible as to.try to-
raini a sunbeam. The artist may put the ray ' of" yellaw 1light in ox
actly the right place and with most beautiful effaot; Ttut, no mﬁttet
now great his akill, he cannot catoh thes real ‘espence of tha surbeam-
that golden luminosity, which is like ‘an elixir nf lifs, is unratnha-
tle, unpaintable. So it is with tae likeneas of Abdul Bahn Hin ex-
pression 1s ever ochanging; each thought and emotinn is mirrored f£orih
and. the face becomes so 1llumined that words are but as the dull, life-
less paint which sannot reproduce the Bunbaam' yet aoms idaa oan e

zathered from them.

Then I first saw Abdul Zaha I wasyaiona;and I cams faoe to face

with Him all unexpectedly. Ee stood nnt ovar four feet frnm me. It

was in the upper eourt, with the blue sky over head and the sunlisht
shining dewn:brightly upon Eim, 1t being but 'a little while after
"“l"ﬂ nonncﬁgélt might have been anynne else Af the family, ag Fis
ena-in-law Were often passing to and fro, but every atom of my Yeing
my heart and my soul cried out: FIt is. “e,_ The face af my dreams nf
1im stnod before me with that same heavenly.amﬂlelof welcnmo. The
Light nf Inflinlte Love was radiating from IIis counterance. Majestic
and yot publimely tender, He was looklng'right into ny eyess I gave
a start as if I had suddonly prlunged -into 'an ocean - then stood trans-
fixed, It seemed as if I had come upon Him unawares and saw the
"Glnry of the Lord" shining f¢rth around Eim, and I Mnow I must have
felt as Mary Magdalene felt when Christ revealed limself t¢ her in her
Tision after the orucifixion - "The Risen Toerd."™ e motioned me to
pass ons. I could not. A sense of my great unworthiness made me how
m; head - then He passed by me. He wesg dressed all in white. His
nair fell in sof't waves about His shoulders and His head was orowned
with a white turban bound around with a white cloth.: Xis ster was
firm and *ingly. Vhen He reached ¥Eig door Ee turned and motioned me
again to pass on. I came toward Eim and when I reached Eis door, I
lroked up into those mzrvelous syes. I lmew that every act, cvery

thought of my life wos kneown to Him. Yet, ¥mowing this, I oould lock

fearlessly, unwaveringly at Him, re2lizing all my slns and wealmesses,
vet ¥nnwing Ee understood me as I could mever understand myself, and
that Ee was indecd "Infinite Love Incarnat®.® I ocould not pass until
He turned and entered IIis room - then, nearly overcome by the vibra-
tisms whioch thrilled me through and through, I passed on. ILater Xc
came to greet us and I was fully confirmed -~ it was truly Abdul Baha,
hut a very different one, I now felt, from the one I had first peen.
As He firmly grasped my hand with that welooming pressure that oomes
daep fram the heart, a hand-ghake that warms you through and through,
I saw the Divinely human man, the personificatinn of my highest ideal
of an earthly father. I never again, while in Acca, saw Him as I hrad
in that first meeting. It was then as if I had sean the Reality of
His being, with the shades of flesh all raiaed that tha Light of
Bpirit might stream forth. -

In height, Abdul RPaha is in ranlity but or madium hedight, but He
holds Himself so superbly, with such'a commanding dignity, end carries
Hips head so high, with such a majastio 41: that ha sver gives the

§A
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impression of greater height. His wvecice is wonderful, full and vi-
brant, each word uttered with marked +«distinctness and with that tone
quality that leaves a faint echo, as it were, or wave vibrations such
as come from a beautifully toned bell. All through the day it rings
cut, first in one place, then another, for with astonishing rapidity
Abdul Taha seems to be everywhere - now in the: garden, now in the roem
close beslde the entrance, new in & guest's romm ~ or you may
hear him calling scmeone in the "family section® of the "prison home."
Always, when I heard it, I felt its vibrations mest deeply. Like His
Tacvs, Eils voice expresses every emotion, from teémes that are stern and
empnatic to those as tender and loving as the oooing of a dove.

Iis eyes defy desoription. I only know that to me they seemed
gray, with a circle of white arocund {he iris, which at times becous
luminous. Sometimes in the 1light I caught a shade of blue, and acein
by lamp light they scemcd almost brown - ever changing were they and
wonderful. They, "too, like His face and voice, expressed every emotion
felt by Hin.

: . crfecect

I was deeply impressed by His maturalness, is lack of gonven-
tionality and set form, and HMis refreshing simplicity. = Divinely
slmple is Te and simply Divine. His hair, which is gray and long. but
rather thin, would at cne time be flowing softly around His hezd, and
&t another it would be tucked up beneath Nis turban in a careloss,
cominrtable way. A1l of His phvsical senses seem intensified end
when eating anything which Ee particularly likes, He shows the lcen-
est enjoyment of it. Tikowiso, thoe porfume eof a flower will secu to
entrance Eims I thought of what one pilgrim to Acca had said: ®When
Abdul SDaha inhales the c¢dor of flowers, it is wonderful to sec Eim.
Tt seems as though the perfume of tho hyacinth were telling Him snue-
thing as Ee buried Eis facc in the flowers. It is like the effurt of
the ear to hear a beautiful harmony + a concentrated attention. Iiow
J¢ understands the mrestery of all thess things whioch we Imow nothing
ofim® This, indeed is true.. : : '

While there was a deep undercurrent of exultancy in Abdul Taha,
yet, while I wag there, which was but for a few days, t6 my consciosus-
negs there socemed a strain of sorrow and sadncsa, as if the weight of
the world was upon His shoulders. Espeodially did I realize this upon
amy first night in Acca. I occupied the rool direotly next to IFis.

His bed rested againgt the same wall that nine did and I could hea
Eig slightest move. I could not sleep, and as I lay therec widc awszke
heard Ilim pacing up and dovm 1Iis Toor; then ile would throw Himself
upon His bed; then arise and wallk tacl and forth again. Onoce, when
Ze threw Iimself down upon the bed, He rmoancd. 0hl that 1oan I
cawe from the depthe of ¥is scul and it plerced me through the heart.
I felt that once again the Christ Spirit was daily, hourly, being
orucified by the laoclk nf perfect love and unity among the belisvers;
that onoe again It was crying out: "0 Jerusalem, Jerusalam, thou that
killest the prophets and stonest thom which are sent unto thee,: how
cften would I have gathered thy children together, cven as a hen
gathereth her crickens under her wings, and ye would notl 3ehold,
vour house is left unto you desolate." How I longed to go to IIim and
declare my love and faith in Iim! Then I realized that it was net ocur
l:vre and faith in Him, but our love for one anothor, that is Zlis orown
of glory and the balm for Eis gnul, for Ee kad said to a pillgoim:
WIf ou lcve one another, it is just the sare as if you love Me. The



. ors was painfully registered on that grba"
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T i raw‘tq,mb., I will go
_-aWay from this world but love alway' Theféfora, you should
~love one another very much. " :
I felt}that*everyfinharmbnidus th &otibn or tho helierAQ1
eart, ‘and with this = '
thought oame the overwhelming sense of th,_personal responsibility
+ falling upon each one of us. FHaving seen and met Abdul Baha, I real-
ized that "His Vords are the Words of GQD, His Ut terances axa the
btteranoes of " GOD that Fe is indeed the Cente of the Covenant of
GOD.*® ' And: yrit thzs realization came the' deqpqu‘iqx.. Mo need of
argunents and: worry over intricate problams ‘of .1ife end death, which
have oonfounded tho greatest philosophers; no’'rdeed to spend the pxc—~n-
‘cious time in dolving into the unlmown: -and nowable - e has, '
" can, explain it a¢l and Zis. explanatio B are jrua.=4 Once having ac-
cepted Abdul Taha's station, it is as useloss to wvex our minds with
all these "whrys and’ wacreforea' aes it would be for a "way worn" trav-
~eler, when a wagon comcs along and the ‘driver offera to "carxry hin to
tovm and he gladly olimbs in, yet ocontirues to osarry his heavy burden
on his back«" At Acca I not only olimbed int /the wagon of Truth, but
I also left my lheavy bundle of eelf Opinicns and. parplexitf of 1deas
;. oy the roadside,: Imowing that this Divine DrIVBrﬁwould carxy mﬂ.uafc-
w1y to’ the town. 'GOD has indeed given-us an "Arr of Safoty" in Abdul
Baha. Abdul Zaha, the lystery of CODI- 'Who can comprehend that
Hystery? - Surely not finite mind nor intallec ;fonlj dhrough ' the
~negrt oan we cateh a faint gliwpse of His station. : Lot me quote Iiis
>wr. words said before lr. Bydney- Spraguo and others,; while Mr. Sprague
was in Acca lest July. In ﬂpeaking ‘of a letter: e "hed written to
sowe beligvers in Persia, Abdul Iiaha said;: ~"I'did not of liyself.
write this. .Ilay, the Confirmation: of Deha'o'llah wrote 1t of lyselSf
-I'did not write it. ~ Therefore,: the believers of GGD mmst refar to. .
Me onlyr .as Abdul Raha; but’ gl b
. This is My glorious orown, R
. This is ly cternal’ Bovereignty,'
P This'isg ly cverl&sting 2 b o - HORAE B P
Who s0ever qucstion lle concernlng :J nams, P} wnswar is, 'Abdul Zaha!
and there it cends.”
. And with the nane also cnda any attcmpt to fully descrlbe the

.Great One who bears 145 o

H.LOLiBO R. Taitc._
Vritten mos tly vhile in Acca,
October 120%¢.

A Nessago from Abdul Daha, tnrough Liﬁs Llizdbeth Stewart given in -
: . i Acca, Sjria, October 1509, ;;-, X

To thc msmbc*s of the Asserdbly of Philndelp_ia, P&.;=
Love and grestings: 2 ey
e If ther would realize Wha.t great 'bleasings mm show»:red
upon them and what great bounties were grantad to them, their npirits
would not De able to abide any 1ongerfin tho cage, becausa thoy have
been in far countries and they bocame near; they were strangcrs and
became fricrds., You (the membars of’ tho Assembly) will bo scattcred
~tin distant parts of the world: . You h&ve coma and ‘entored into’ tho
Kingdom. ' You wera axtingvisnad lamps, you. ‘became: lightod: = You were
thirgty and became filled: Before long you shall seo the results and
fruits of these providences and blessings. Giva them ull 1y Love.:
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Extract from a letter, dated May 6, 1909, wriiten by Mrs, Isabella
D. Brittingham to Miss Gertrude Buikemna.

L L BN L

You have asked me to tell you something of the visit of our
dear brother, Dr., O, il, Fisher, to Akka, He has come back with
& heart and with hands filled, just as the Beloved One in Allka

promlsed

The Master told him to remain in the church as long as he
could and to wear his ecclesiastical robes. He was twice in the
Holy Presence, After the first Visit the iaster sent hiw to
CJalabria, to serve there in the disaster, and His parting word to
Jr, Fisher was that He sent him there in His place.and to work for

dim. Dr. Fisher said that, though the work in Calabria was hea-
Vs yﬂt he had marvelous strength given him to serve and he knew
from whence that strength came, For life sa71ng in Calabria

fw'fsmna) hs received the hkoyal Gold Cross frow the King of Italy,
anc. since he went there in the service of the King of Kings, this,
indeed, is a precious treasure!

Then he returned to the presence of our laster! The length
of his visit in that Holy Home I do not remember, since it is not
the number of calendar days, but what is received in those calen-
dar days that makes for Zternal Life, both Tor “hs visitor there
and for the subsequent service to "thot Tnreshold and Door." This
beloved brother has brought back with hix the real "Supper of the
Lord" to break to the hungering souls, He is, indeed, a "soldier
of Life," and a brother,

I will try to tell you a few of the many beautiful words and
experiences which he is sharing with us.

He asked Abdul Baha: "What is a sanifestation of God?" The

daster replied: "A Manifestation of God/is a tanzgible part of the
Great Concord." :

One dey the Msster gave hin a rose. Below it were thorns
and Dr, Fisher said, as he looked at them, they seemed to be the
largest and sharpest he had ever seen, The ifagter said: "You
see these thorns, but they do not hurt the rose. IZvery part of
this rose, you see, its petals, sepals, stzzeans and all, are in
their position and the result is a perfect rose. S0 should ths
believers be - like this rose." '

This, dsar sister, seemed so exquisite a parable from the

blessed mouth of the Gardener of the world in Alska! A lesson of
Oneness! .

Our dear Master, Himself, took Dr. Fisher and Miss hosenburg
to the Holy Tomb, Tha" had to be very careful and Dr, Fisher
wore his cassock .7 ..o Quring his visit there, and wore it
to the Tomb on that day, as it looked more like the Oriental gar-
ments, They went in a closed coupe, a vehicle which sowe believ-

had given to Abdul Baha, = When well out into the country the
Haster threw down the windows that the fresh air might come in,
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TLe Great Prisoner was yet under stern Turkish scrutiny! This

*it co the Holy TombL was a precious experience, the Master
wﬂﬁﬁulng the Tahlet o Visitation. For hours thereal = tlay caw
viie Laght unon His facel

Andul Baha also *ock Dr. Fisher to the Rizwan. . The- ¥ ster
had been up since two o'cluck in the morning, yet that afternoon
ds teold Dr._Fisher to follow Him through the garden and Dr. Fisher
¢aid that it was all he could do' to keep up with the magnificent
strides of the Master, and in his attempts to rush after Him he
ot hiig caséock all mud—stainéd and was entirely out of breath!
Dr, Fisher, himself, is quite an energetic man,

Before I close I must tell you one more supremely precious
gxperience which blessed our brother, Dr, Fisher, One r .ght he
rensived word, through one of the servants of God, that all that
wiznt, in the room next to his, the Master would remain up, writ-
iny Tablets and, with Dr, Fareced's help, arrenging then in pack-
se:s to be sent all over the world, and he received an intimation
that, the Master might c¢all him in the night, 5o, with & bathrobe
on and partly dressed, he slept (he sail) "with one eye open."

Trn the night the Masisr came to his bzcdside and told him to come
into the other room with ¥im, The three sat together and aftzv a
little the Master orougnt forward the Jittle dish of fruit and un-
leavened bread which Dr, Fisher noticid was sitting on ths door-
stzp early in the evening. Dr, Fishar se¢id he had never teen
eble to acquire a liking for that unlze ewusd bread. There, in

the night watches, the Master tore apa.., wi.h His own handp ,h T
“ALeavened bread and thrust a piece inhe e hands of Dr, fizae:
nd of Dr. Fareed and they ate it in siiesco Dr. Fiaher 3218 -
ard who of those wao kiard him can ever forg:t the reverence, awe

sl love In his low, hushed tones!i- "I have taken the Communion
for many years, but I never kaew, until then, what it was."

Dr. Fisher's work, by the direction of Abdul Bsha, will be of
a very individual character - to use his can words: "by instruc-
tion from Abdul Baha, more important to the Cause as a ¢le rzyman
rather than a lay Beshai,”

The Master said to Dr, Fisher that the Sun of a Manifestation
of God, once having arisen, never sets!

Dr, Fisher is very, very, very busy, and meeting many clergy-

men, and giving the giad tidings.
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Ya Baha 0l ABHA!
Ax¥s,, Syria, November 1, 1909.
kzloved--g8ister in His Name: -
Tarough you I want to greet 2all the beloved of GOD in
dzerica, for it is not doag_b¢e to write personal letteras! Wiih
om shoulu I begin, and at whai point could I cease? ' AlL are
s fragrant flovers, end all, aliie, need trhe Most Sweet Water
Tvow the holy hand of the Greatest of Gardeners the human world
Laa gver known! Therefore, will you please spread this letisr in
ceostyle as ny letter to all?

Our party con31sts of uiss nllaon of Boston, Massp¥
iliss BEngelrorn of Portland, Oreczon; ifiss Stewart, my nieaa from
kFhiladelphia, Pa,, and myself me nace a good voyage throutnuut

wvith but 1ittle sea siclkness,- I had none. personally until <he doy

Lelore reaching Caifm, off of the storny coast of Jalfa.

Ve attended a beautiful maid-servants' meeting in 4°
nndria, Sgypt, in which city we spent two days, and two wmselingw
wit» the brothers in the faith in Cairo. In the latter city we
,peﬁt five adays, staying in the hotel witk the beloved Kinney fam-

ty of New York and lirs, Stannard of England. One of our de-
1igﬁtfu1 experiences there was to visit, in cowpany with the Kin-
neys, the Fyramids and the Sphinx, in the sunset hour, leaving
that wierdly interesting spot with the Libyan desert sweeping on
into the horizon, in the dariness of dusk., The procession of us

on donkeys and caumels, sach with our white gmrbed dragoman, Tiling

througr the road leading down fro this great center of attraction
was very picturesque,

We were only two hours in FPort Said, just long encuga t9
make connection with the Iussian ship bound *or Caifa, havi ﬂg‘va“
surtzoned to come to this Holy Spot by a czblegram sent by ocur Loru
Se us in Ceiro. And hers, in the Goal of all bahai desirgs . the

riresence of our Lord - we have reached rest and Home; the reumedy
“or avery spiritual ill'"tha joy of the whole earth* in verity and
1 truth!

Eight years ago, when I was in this Elessed Spot, xy
realization of Abdul baha as the Hdystery of GOD was profound.
5ut in this Visit f% ias ten fold deepensd, - He is the hﬁh"\
tion of the Divine Ealance to the world, the Wiiness of ne &ve
axong its peoplel! His life is the nobleat of lessons Bt
Ler exnausting piysical expression, what lover, %awlnﬁ attain:
e Presence of the Eeloved in whom dwells the Spirit of Eter
Love and Light:- that"Bountiful Spirit of Life in the body of e
world"- can find language to express the joy of consummation?

Letl no narrow literalist warp these words into the thought that .
oam writing of a personality! Every Bahai, without explanatio:.
Imows by his or her own inner soul that it is the Incarnaticn of
the One indivisible Spirit of GOD which IS Abdul Baha, and wrich
hﬂ_ub Hizl the personality and symbol on earth of the Infinite.

ne periond for t=is quibbling has passed! It belongs only io ihe
va?y igcinienov of thme Cause, when what constituted the "persou.
zluty" of Abful Baha produced differences among men, Now we loiow

e
‘j (L‘ “

15y
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thet all love Him and obei,r Him because of the Spirit sf GOD within
ITi:a, because He is indeed the Lizht which is lightening the path
o every pilgrim soul in its search for the Eternal ke st!

‘The burden which rests upon our Master I huve reslized
tihis present Visit as I never realized it before, and ¢ one

Chminy can ever 1ift i€ frox His heart! That one thing is unity!
7. Guar beloved of GOD! Brothers and sisters in His sea of the
ovw. Caurei- There is no path to unity save through the reslity of

Love = not its mere name! When we are willing to leave our de -

sires to obtain the realization of His desire, unity will then oco-
vur end the Cause of GOD will then rapidly attain a great hed
5ok not until then will it sweep on as He wishes: Hot until

L tre people "coue in by trocpsli" Every discordent note
wow ths auwman heart, out of‘ tune , In the Heart of our
mie, &4bdul Baha, naught save the perfection of love e ;
2nd sinceg this is t*m attractite powsr of GOD in the beings of
trointed Centers of Light, and as cnly those who attain to that
nove beeors attractive in the path of those Chosen Ones, so today
'i'-he; Tarvier of the Covenant of GCD, Abdul Eaha, is the Anoinied Ore
whone powar of the Love of GOD is drawing all the hearts of il
wiorld, Lo the Eternal Beloved! And only those who obtain a pui-
tizn of that light of love in His Fath can become acceptable n
irving the Cause; can progress in true service; can, themsalies,
cRreet souls to GCD! Without love, without the rea'l atteibotus
_ |‘ GOL, Abdul Baha tells us, laat a:soul only bears the naum of &
bahai - nothing more . While He is"the ocsan, and we cen 2: ',L;‘i-.
tos drops, yet we cannot even be ‘the drops' if we do not be
Lified with the qualities of the whole, but, instead, we ,Je coue
troaded end perish upon the barren shore of that ocean, which
.8ts out everytring not belonging to it. .

There is just one word which is constantly upen %he lips

of our Lord ~ it is"UNITY!" For the saxe of this the holy Bab was
wartyred; for this Eaha'o'llah manifested. the Splsndors of the
f,‘(c.fusu. worc}. and drank to ita dregs the ocup of maytyrdom in every
mousint of t:Lme end for this Abdul Baha weers tha crown of !
wiids among. "uma.nity. Oh, when shall we show ovr iove, and Thrs 12
i.s Will ané wa¥%e this Stendard of the Ceuse nown in the wo - .i¥
%liﬂf faith, reverence, love in our hrearts means, indsed, the

“leee onw of thase Gomz.a.ndmnts for love of Eia," 8ingly and 1icns
in the World He o02lls us to become one , &3 Jesus proaised ¢
paculd be in t 1is blessed day! © Clad in the germents of Hsaver
He calls us to come and to be made united within the folds of !
Spiritual Robs, iuay our souls be sacrifices unto Him in reaiit:
and not in the mere expression of the lips; not in emoticnalism
but in true, steadfast obedience! Thus, and only thug, tzn we
meke happy the Heart of Abdul Faha! .

°<. i!i

Be has agsked for the American believers,-and has men-
tioned meny by naie. I have presented their wessagss to }'iim, and
He sent His love and blesseing. and has prowised His praysrs for
211, In spesiinz of . tne: cc-‘ur.::g of the bclievers to Akka to make

vhe Visit, Fe said that ncne smst cowe without the means to make -...-



the journey.

The political corditions are so different now in Akka!
-_d**qt years ago last Septeriber 1 entered Akka in a closed carriage
oot romained during thoso ive deys closely within the four walls
© the home of Al:dul beaha,- enly going to the Holy Tomb a&nd Kirws:
iz & closed carriage..’ Upon this ococasgion we drove into Akka with
(el ul,_*ga.lns all rolliad up, Waile there, during our Visit, we
wore tuken down into tho gardens, &nd were upon the roof sela*
tines, to wateh the sunset and to hsar from s nearby minaret t.r.e
fntiful miezzin Call. We elsc vare taken to the Holy Tomk ind
%o ths -Rizwan, and one evening,a men-.servant attending us, we
waiked throug? the streets of Ak}a. and visited thzt. great Sainf of
0D, the eldest liring reiative of “the ua.o, & colgin whe lived
Wi .b the Eab in childhood, in the secmz house. He is in the photo-
g*"qm of the Iskhatab Mashrak—el-—Azkar with the cther believers,
gtooping with aze, standing at t‘le right of the picture as one
looks upon, it.

“We have spent nine wonderful days in the Home of homes,

They are nine heavenly years in exporiences: Every pilgrim - did
not that pllgrim know better « ni gh-' feel itself to be preferred
and honored, blessed and fuovorsd, obove mll otaers! But these
bounties a.re not personal! Abdul .Ba.he. ssys that when one heliever
is in Akka, it is as thoug; &il woere there! And, oo, each one,
alike, receives the Creative touch of His Hund, and is made fitted
to te a tetter servant for the Causa. And yet, wvne otuar ﬁu‘rnt :
just here: When the Master sweeps His H{mﬂ-m«v The styiangs of
ocur belng,lit is to edjust its huwman Ao yx “raniong to a deseper
1,"mony. Zach WOXD of Bounw uttered by H‘_m for us, when o dis
Fresence, or in Tablets, is“cnly-a ggrm - only a wged, univil our
l:wes manifest growih therefr. om, - 1L we Tail to do 1:.‘113, then the
- ss2d decays! “A bubo may here & Jewel in its ha.nd and it may Siip
fron its grasp and 11: may ne*rer ]mow it! :

b § hope,_ soon a.fter‘arrrml in America., to send you some
notes to neostyle and. Spread

) : 1_1_..:3 ‘Hi;lson -an,i _Liss.;n'glhorn return by Ha.ple_s, und my
nizce and mysolf; by the wish of the Muster, return via Faris and
Lomdon., . ie ere to stay at each pi-~c2 briefly - just meeting the

belm\mrs - and t‘mn to *a’::.n Arsricu as sson as poc!s:}ble.

We havc vl.aiLefl tqe Hel Y Tc,*nb of the Bab at Haifa, alss
the Gava of Blijch, end I au. 30.0[.1.‘[1'5 These closing words on board
steamshlp from Hflf..i., _a.no. will mail at Pert Said.

Lo"e a.nd greetmgs rom and for all,
i Your s:.stt,r in'the Great: Cause,

7 | Isabella D. Brittingham.
leceived by . i -
rg.. He C. Wagner, : '

Fasadena, C'?l., No . 24, 1909,



oy -

iSe= XL nag_;lected to state theti I am net bringing
emy :un%.ms to the letters which 1 cerried with ms to Lhy ! 5
the iaster, as there was not an; tiaws for replies; swin in
cm‘Sﬁ ro_ncxraus n:Lne, preciovs days in the Hely Hous , 20 ingre
1y great is the work growing and go full are His mcmh.wt*f‘
Tied more than sixty supplications to Him, sows baing from
awikenad souls, I also, in the blessed hoursg of f‘;i.ww*'
somal irnterviews, presenicd a nurker of personal mmssages,
love @nd sous upon importent matters, end immsdiate repliss o %
rmajority of these were vouchsafed tnat I night bsay bthea bask $o
the friends in Anf.rica. '

f— r_-_‘.
£

The vastness and scope of the damand.s upon  ouyr

Lord can only be realized when one is visiting s, zd
wut ""am'l:l_,r, since He is the ocean and we &re the swail
\ Imtiers arriving in the mails lie for weeks unopsned, |
| the demand! fore =nc more do I Teel thai ousz
ways be concige and only wiritten whsn the subjs
Zraat importuonce to the Cause. Dary and nignt e
zf%er night while we were there, =nd He had met with auc
us, around His table (:meterial and spiritual), He weni

¢ public reception roow to meet tie veriocus wmen of imp
Axke who visited Him, and whom He frequently aiso cuis:
While we were there, five Zoroastrians from India &nd seve:
3 f_:srptian pilariis were there. On Fridays énd on Swidaya
woslen and the Christisn holy days) meny visit Hiw througn
day. - On Fridey zorning we saw that wonderful usicht of the voor
and needy about His door, fed and cared for and comforted! A58
drs. True has well said, wherg else on earth, week after wesk an
vaar after ycar, ocould 'anybne behold such a sight, eﬁrﬁc;ul}.}
apout t?he docr of one wno - is not ricn in earthly wewalith

This selﬂass life, w1th tre Perfect Lovs of GOD as its
founda.tion, is indeed the hock and Kefu¢p, the stey and sitreugth
or every wayfarer, - Abdul ‘'Eaka is indeed the OCne whe along suf-
iceth for the whole' world! May our gouls realize the golden
c;,ua.lity of - the m‘asent heur of =ervice and in dsed « not words -
be saecrifices unta Himl '

IGD.EQ
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TH3 PLAGES OF EGYP’P .

t the account of tha Ten Plagues of.

vinderstood 1iterally. For if one only

tions had befallen any K.ing, he would. at

would not have waited and defe rred his
cmity as the c‘la.nging of all the. vater
ha.v:-pened to him,

& rmans had d.afeatad Hapoleon III

did the Sultan of ‘I'urkey grant a Consti- -

iy because one General and a few sol=-

(hrsatened him, He did not wait until
Is it posaibla to suppose that, 11‘
~born in Russia. to die, ‘the Cza.r wauld

mperor of Gernany ha.d see.-n a.ll the

Li:te blood, or if the Sultan of Turkey had

<ileizd in darkness, would they not have

‘v see that the intention and meaning

sl , and that they have a spiritual

. te understood as literal occurrences.
L2112 changed into blood, signifies that
ry difficult for them to take m and to

G0, just as it would ha.ve baen 'impossi'bls

sut Tor .ths J'ewa ..this' re ligi,on was as
vick darkness signifies the darkness of

The mosquitos, frogs, &c

oh's people.
'i\q and trials,

iy, hecuuse of thslr unbalief wara dromi

w:ich 1s the sea of Death and Destruc-
“ranslated in Abke - Received April,Op

The Plague signifiec
vhuader and ha.11 ahow the a.n@r of Goda.




Bxplanstica of &avelacion, Chapter XVI,, by Abdul Baha.

' The events menticned in the first part of chapter 16, of Ref-
elation, happened before the coming of the Menifestation., Ths
soven angels signify seven Powars, which wiil'have authhrity or
will rule over the werld of existence before the coming of the
Eanifasstation. For the rising of the suﬁ alwayé takes place af-
tar ths nignt. Untbil darknesg prevaills, and entirely surrounds
the world, fthe =sun will novu arise, Before the coming of the Mon-~
ifagtation the worid will be disturbed, i.e., sins and wiokedness
will abound, =nd tlhe darknzss of errvor will surround the world.

1. The

b ]
l_,—
."s
&
i

L
~
¥

£r

i powerx who will give forthlwonderful_
signs. The first vial {or oup) really msans influence. Through
that influerces soms who wsre zpparvently good, but ihwﬂrdly_bad,
ware destroysd: i,s,, they were deprived of the light, The se
people in “heir charsciora were really like animals: the "mark™
hgre signifliiecs character, i

2, Ths gecond sngsl, or power, poured out his cup.updﬁ tha’
sea: ?hﬁ scw here syulelizes the Ulema - the great and learned
people, liks, for insiwunce. Cailaphas, The second aﬁgﬁl poured

upon thesm i cup of ths

-~

vrath of God, and they, as well as those
under theair wathority ang Zuidance, were deprived. |

3. In tre 4th verss, the rivers and Zountains of water sig-
nify less i:cluential ey than the Ulema, who were 1ikewise af-

fected, beocuwiss ths Luowicdps of the people which should be, like

water, the oiuse of

G 3ife, tecones like blood: i.e., it becomss:
the cause i zislesding the people (and 50 tha.cause of death),
for they chunmed tre itvachings of God, :

In the 50 varey, the acgel of the waters (i.e., the power of

nowiedgry) i sldrs=sing fod. He seys: Thou art just and right.-



wiidis

gous. for the:éa peeple dessrved that their knowledge should be
chanped into bloocd, For &s they have che.néed. tne teachiings of
the Prophets, God has changed their knowliedgs into ‘cha blood Of.
carkness, that they may drink it because of their deserts. In
v. 7, anotner =z2ngsl or power speaking, conf.irms this, that God is
Just and rightsous to have thus Judgd the people.

4., The fourth angsl poured out his vial upori. the sun., The
sun here wmzong an Zaestern potentate or king, because we call the
sun the E,u:\.\.r Planet, The heat of the sun s"i.gmilfies his rule
and authority, snd ths people will be scorched or .burnt through

the fierceness of his rule. This Zastern King was the Sultan

U

Hakhmoud, whio rulsd txe Turicish people., Alll his time he was slay-
ing and killing pecple, and he was very un just, Once he slew :
many thousands of soldlsrs in one day. Buf,' in spite of theso
events snd trials; thy pezople did not repent, and did not ceme to
themselves,

8, In the 10th vsrss', the "seat of the bés.st" means the King
of Persin, ssatad on his {hrone ,‘upo'n whom the cup df" the fifth
angel was poursd. @it ths people were not admonished by all the
calamities which ocourred, - |

6. In ths 12ih verse, the river Euphrates, upon which the
sixth angl poursd his vial, signifies the Turikish and Persian
kingdoms . The derying up of the water means that all learnin-gland.
sciencs Vvas atolished, and that ignorance prevailed, This made
the way suny Tor the lings of the East to become powerful and ar-

bitrary.

In v, 33, the dragon is Hadgl Mirza Aghassi, who was Grand

~Vizier of Fersiz, and the beast signifies the King of Persia,

The false prophet wes M=lim Khan, cne of the greatest of the Ulema



.-
"of that country: he used to say "ly words ars revealed from aboTe
Thede three persons tried their utmost to tum all the people )
aga.;nst the Causa of God, so that ‘they might a.ll oppose it, and so
make war against God, ‘I‘he spirita like frogs signify their words
which were spread throughout Persia,

In the 15th v., the words "Behold I coma as a thief etec.
are spoken by the Proclaimsr of all this - t*'xe “G-reat Voice" as He
is called at the beginning of the chapter.. He sa_ya He will come
suddenly, like a thief - as .Clhrist said He would come - s0 that no
one will know it, Tor the thief is in the house without the inkabe
itanis being aware of it, There fore, blessed is tﬁe one who is
awake and watchies, for ke will know of the coming of the thlef.
So those who are awike when a Menifestation comes will know Mim.
It is algo szid of him that he "keépeth'his ge;rments."' These gar-~
ments signify the good qualities which the man possessed, such as

love, sincerity

o
-
@
3
L

He ("that wﬁtcheth“) mist keep that good
character, which is like a_x_'obe. a;doming him,

In the ¥Eih v., Armageddon signifies Roumelia and Macedonia,
for often the Xings have been gathered together on subjects con-
cerning these plac.e.:-:. | |

7. V. 17, the seventh angel poured out his influence upon
&all the world, It iz said that he poured it on the air, because
the air fills every place, and the continuing ve rses mean ths
Great War that is to come. After this war everything will be &t

p=ace, The city which was cut in three pileces mea.ns that kingdom
of Babylonia, which is under three kings, those of England, Per-
sia end Turksy. T}wt, islands and mountsins of ¥i 20 bean people
of influence, and 50 =small kingdoms, which will be destroyed and -
annihiiated at th ﬂ. tims , '
In v. 21, the "great hail" means both the bombs, shells, in- -

struments of destruction, and the calamities and hardships, which
will cause prople u&" blaspneme ,

20 1. B Brittin . Pranslated in Akka - Received April. 1909




Explanatioa of Re~elacion, Chapter XVI,, by Abdul Baha.

LB - s - a8

The events mentioned in the first part of cha?ter 16, of Rev~
elation, happened before the coming of the Manifestation. The
soven angels signify seven Powars, which will have authority or .
will rule over the worid of existence before the'coming of the
Manifsstation. For the rising of the sun always tekes place af-
tar ths night. Until darkness prevails, and entirely surrounds
tﬁe wvorld, the sun will not arise, Before the coming of the Man-
‘ifastation the world will be disturbed, i.e., sins and wioke dne sg
will abound, and the darkness of error will surround the world,

1. The first angel is a powsr who will give forth wonderful
signs, The Tirst vial (or cup) really mzans influeﬁce. Through
that influence some who were appavenily good, but inwardly bad,
wvare destroyed: i.,e., they were'degrlved of the light, These
yeople in their characters were really like animals: the "mark"
here signifies character, ]

2, The second engel, or power, poured out his cup upon the
sea! thes sga here symbolizes the Ulema -~ the great and learned
people, like, for instance, Caiaphas, The sedond angel poured
upon them the cup of the wrath of God, and they, as well as those
under their authority and guidance, were deprived,

3. In the 4th verse, the rivers and fountains of water sig-
nify less influential wmen than the Ulema, who were likewise af-
Tected, because the knowledge of the people which should be, like
water, the cause of life, becomes like blood: i.e., it becomss
Lhe cause of migleading the people (and so the cause of dsath),
for they changed tne teachings of God,

In the 5%n verse, the angel of the waters (i,e., the power of.

nowiedgr) is aldrossing God. He seys: Thou art just and right-



-
eos, for these people decservecl that their knowlodge should be
'ﬁ:hanged into blood, For as they have changed the teachings of _
the Yrophets, God ﬁas changed their knowledgs into the blood of
Carkness, that they may drink it because of thair deserts., In
v. 7, another angel or power speaking, confirms this, that God is
just and righteous to have thus judged the peoplse.

4. The fourth angal poured out his v_ia.l upon the sun. The
sun here means sn Eastern potentate or_kih’g, because we call the
sun the Eastern 'Ple.net.' The heat of the sun sig}'x'ifies his rule.
.and authority, and the people. will be scorched or burnt through
the fierceness of his rule, This Zastern King was the Sultan
Hahmoud, who ruled the Turikish people, All his time he was slay-
ing and killing people, and he was very unjust, Once he slew
many thousands of soldiers in one day. But, in spite of these
events and trials, the people did not repent ,' and did not come to
‘themselves, —

5, In ths 10th vera;a, the "seat of the beast” means the King
of Persia, seated on his throne’, upon whom the cup of the fifth
angel was poured. EBut the people were not admonished by all the
calamities which occurred,

6, In the 12th verse, the river Euphrates, upon which the
Sixth angel poured his vial, signifies the Turlci_,sﬂ and Persian
kingdoms. The drying up of the water means that all learning end
science was abolished, and that ignorancé prevailed. This made
the way easy for ths kings of the East to become powerful and ar-
bitrary,

In v, 13, the dragon is Hadgi Mirza Aghassi, who was Grand
Vizier of Persia, and the beast signifies the King of Persia.

Tne false prophst was Xalim Khan, cne of the greatest of the Ulema



R T

nf that ccuntry: he usec to say "Iy words aiz revealod from abe el
Thane three vercons tried their u%most td turn a'i the paoplé )
agzirst the Cause of God, so that they might all oppose it, and so
raxe wvars afainst Jod. The spirits like frogs siguify itheir words
wvhich were spreed througheut Persia, |

In the 15th v., the words "Bsheld I come as a thief, ete.l
are cpckeu by the Proclaimer of.all this - the “Great Voice" as He
is celled at tue veginning of the chapter. HE_HdJS He will come
suldeuly, 1iks a thief .- as Carist said He would coze - s¢ thai 1o
one will Xnow it, for the thief is in the housz wivhout The ‘nhab-
itants being aware of it. Therefore, blessed is ke one who is
aweke and watches, for he will know of the coming ol the thlef.
5o those wno are awake when a Menifestation comes will knbv; Him,
It is also said c¢f him that he "keepeth his garmente." These gar-
ments signily the good qualiities which the man possessed, such as
love, sincerity, €& ¢, He ("that watcheth") must keep that good
character, vhich is like a ;*obe adoming him,

In the ¥XEth v., Armageddon signifies Koumelia and Macedonia,

1

for offen the Xings have been gathered together cn subjecis con-

¢cerning these places,

7. V. 17, the seventh engel poured out his influence upon
all the world. It is said that he poured 1t on the air, because
the air fills every place, and the continuing verses mean ths
Great War that is to come, After this war everything willi be at

peace . The city which was cut in three pieces wmeans that kingdom
of Babylonia, which 1is under three kings, those of England, Per-
sie end Turkey. The islands and mountains of v, 20 mean people
of influence, and also =mall kingdoms, which will be destroyed and
annihilated at that time.,

In v, 21, the "great hail" means both the bombs, shells, in-
struments of des struction, and the calamities and hardships, which
will cause peorle tc blaspheme,

To I, D, Brittinshean - Translated in Akka - Received Abril. 1909
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