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Live 80 as to be in psaoce with all your eaviromasnt, Iv

ba happy 1s to serve G0D and sever yourself from the world, Hadiste
Love svorywhers=- you will then hedome Love. (ouodness was ever 3owing
Troam Uhrist because He was one with the Puther. Outwardly I @ &
prisoner- considered as one- but no one is as rrua; I rajoioe ¢vers
mere, Mush 4o I prefer to be sbavlutely frae~ &t one wh X 000 Toaring
nothing- wanting, desiring nething dut that all shall ¥now the HWlness
af 40D~ thau to possess thes naterial Hnaith of the woerld., 7o be fros
and yot possess mind and heart bdound to the world and & wlove Lo oelY
mustk net, gan not he cwmpared with holng & so-owlled prisoner yol
possessing suprens hapuiness, perfectly scund in mind snd body and ip
toving relation to the wiiversal order.
It ie posaible to overcuame the world, the flegh and «ll oxil
by walking constantly in the path of 40D, by burying w1l negation,
waalness, fear, selfishness and «ll doubt undsr @ mountaln of poeillvg,
intense 1living Truth; Tew attain this stution.
The more obstacles one has to varcoms, the wore Jilfisul tie:

cne maets succesafully, the stronger will ona be. Hevaer bsoond dise
gouraged, 1o be weak is n»t wnecoasarily to he unwilling to hw sttty .

iejoice, be glad if in the Cause of D yuu are uade to sufrler, T
e miarepresented, to be uisundersteod for the sgke of COD, Llg of ny

consegquencs, All sincerse rollnmrs of G0 are misjudged and have bewi.

One gannot please the will of the world wnd please the eili of GO,

2,

"Rewars when all men spesk well of you® 1la true now i e 1@

asunseious of Zrror in one's life,

e
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feartainly one mwy belong to a church, be & member of a ohristiu
spoiely and continue to omll one's selT & Babal, bacsuse Lhe Toaoh
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2 ufmm Baha' "nah in no whYy connict with the tsachings of Christ,
Thay are in parrjnct hmomr. One accépts the true tenahings of true
_ﬁwciplns of GOD., It is not necessary even ¢ label one's self, Ops
"may call one's Self a Bahai and in no way live the Lifee on the other

“hund one nay live the 1ife and never be known as a Bakail, It is nct

Al

™ B0 much by what name you are called, but what yom are in vour heart,
. Are you 1aving'and sarving G0D? Love and servios are the greatsst

raquisitu of & good 1ife. ZEndeavor in every possible wiy Lo ¢o some

= J.-w::r, axne gervice for same one else- do this dally- no salter nos

o
i

egell or trivial the wct of kindness may bo- even & mnile gounto

“eur mueh,

I za the mest humble corvant «F 000, I would rathér bve

" dcor~mate w door-kseper in the house of 70D then to be & ruler ui
L !

=

S mationg, Christ sald unto Yis disciples "¥hy ecallest thoo ms goodd

there 1y nond good sdave the Father™, %8 ye¢ thwsroefore Perfeni. Joasus
‘gailth unto him "?alluw me; and leave the dsad Lo hury thelr vap dead®

"-.-)

' u.rm "rer s1Y thinge are yours, whether Paul, ar Apallies or Jephas, or

t}a world, or 1ife, or death, or Things present, or Things L0 cundg

«.11 are yourd; and ye pre Christ's and Ohrlst lo GUB'EY.

Prayer is cormunion, aspiration, soud conbaor with GOh, | Eyery
g

R

wrayer for the best 1 sternally anuwered dn 307'S part- but not to

uz wiless we comé into Atecne-ment, "All thinge whatsoover ye pay

..», vay and ask for believe thut ye have received them,"
If ruling desire binds ug to 60D, we shall receive what i3
v \;ﬁt y

Cegmlike, I link myself there and not to dust. If one prays to 1o

e "whcﬂ @ on GOD'S part the answer 1is sternally complete, VWi must Falfill

: ""‘-"‘t}w gonditions tu expewot (0D vo Lulrill His prasiss, To proy Lo e

:._-: ift the soul into unison with the Zternal Goudness., Yhulenéuo i
T_??the patural result of abiding in GO,




Seiance ip systamatised Truth.

Ti;niiin”efﬂipiritual zelanoe

are us exact &8 thoss of mathematios.

Every hour of positive high affirmation »f the ildead merfecticn
of mind and body, tends directly to actualize such cond.ttienal. Thoers
iz no more uncortainty about its trend than there ls about our nesaring
anabjeoct Lif we walk towards 11:-'.

The universil order spesks only of wholenoss and hermony, s
should never spedk of the faults or wesknesses of others; wearn, Lo ¥
&st, fmperfect. We must coneentrate on the good querl itiss of others,
Virtuss are to be found in every person, 1ir ﬁought; Accusatlens

sgainst others are wrong- should there be lacking evidence and prooy

wos ymto the wcouser, XEspeclislly one must be kind, lovilap &né charilible

towards wnother in the household of Taith, and seek to operve somd uns
in ths Cause of 70N,

The hlgher should control the lower. The body becomes aut only
serviceable but beantiful if it svceupies & secondary plece., Spiriiued
- victory nust be achieved and old things hocons new, fwalre ana
'- uspirations are lwwy of growth, Demand brings supply. Tvery sow do
investad with o divine dipgnity and sheuld relpgn in ite own kingdoee,

Zvery ene chould dony the ride of Lho seon, thue pensuons and Lthe
matarisl I.

There ars invisible threads which cermect us with overy shjiect
whioh makes up cuwr enviromsent, Vibrations wre ever pasuling over
these connections, backward and forw ard, and it ig for us tu conlrol
tholy purvose and quality, We reeceive in retura the kind we send aul .

Toye for love, antagoniam for antugendmu. Tove gilx'_lxa every ehject
upon which we project it, and its shsen 1o reflected hack in rays of
calden 1ight, Tove thinketh ne evil. By yrojecting thought omiy of X
the good,ws create & harmonious enviroment,

e fact that we are 00D'S children nust rde oW ctnBclovane i,



spcestral inkarmony,

The divine heredity mrlfqm-r“a.ll 1zum: ited z»mm.z'
- $1ks. Thifzga which wa hold in our couneciousnsss sovon bscome our

- !‘»‘ﬁ*sﬁapion. The lmparfection of today is the stepping stome for oo

cimerrow, Life 1w richer, love stroager, truth more beautiful, natuss

- fairer, rmusic aweater, art di.'rinﬁ_r than #We have ever draameuf. GOy is

iafinitely battar than wo cun laaging., We musl always Look wpwiard, W%
ars passing on towards the suprewe ildesal, wiler includes wholenuss
avery plane for ths individual and the reacse, pPmd declured *I die
Zallyv, This 1 to grow spiritudly., It is an eliminaticn of the huse,
the sartlhy, the z-zazmuall. _ _

I am not bound by thke chailns of appstite, passlon, lap:.l se,
cuslas, creed, fashlon, scoleties, politloes, traditionslisms, or the
wndoald m-.ture_. I am in an qbesedutely perfech freedom, ¥y budy mey be
in restraint, I an kept in Accuw by law, bubt ny spirituad selsr ls free,
Yo pucst welcoxe truth from wWhatever source it nay comnl. Miale Lhe
Bpirit of CO0D is, there is liberty.* 7ihe Soripturea say °ror 'th‘ﬁ- PR
of the spirit of 1ife in Christ Jesus made me free fros the law of sin
ind ii‘athls

I au glad you can go to India, You will oses many bHelioevers iu
Lho Causs of (JUD~= may the blessing of Buha'e'llah be upon you all,
Igjolce that the West and the Fast arc groviag closer ilogelher, 1o,

& haudkaiden in God's Cause from the few World have bpeon Lercitied to

sve end speak with your brothers and sisters of the 0ld ‘ﬁ?nrldl. ¥Wnen

you reach India you will meet with zany pelisvers fru: various casgtes,
erieeds and ssotions, speaking different tongues, Thoy may not bhe able
to speak with you in English nor may you understand thelr native tongusy
but you will be in no mense a :st.rmgar.. You willall be ap ong large
fumily—. I asend to pelievers in the Yust grestings frow the household
and nay wany rich and whundant blessings attend your &ty in the

Orient and wherever you may be,



o speur of the Truth of the teachings of Baha'e'llah I enjoin yuu not
to wliow ur permit that opportunity to pans h-;-;l. Aut we must nevaer at
any tiue create strife by thrusting the tewshinegs upoen wnwill ing
Ligteners, nor rust we argud- we must live the 1 1_;*{_ You wili La
gurrouaded by and enveloped hy Love, for brothsrs and sisters in L
Buirit ars much asarear and dearer tha thosm in the flesh, ¥hat
matters it Af the physical father and mother ars not hersw 1w thy
father, thy mother, thy sister, thy bhrother- I have nuny childreom- i
@i e same to all, ¥Yvery true Jfakal 1s 221 Lo Gnother belicver,
Althoughh I cannot go with you in budy, reseuber thise T am élw&yﬁ Viil
¥you in gpirit, XNy spirit shall go with you and Lo with you &1l tho wey.
I an glad of what you tell me ecoumcerning the kindness and loye
Y soil@ of Lhe bellevers whom you mention, e==-- hag Leéen in the
Loveehecld Tor months at o time and is maieh loved by ue all, I thank
you oy her greclings wnd love, I pray 0D she will eover be your
Talthful friend and hely you know of the Lowe of GUD, I am glad ohv
Lhas helped you~ I beg GOD to biad you yet closere "By thils miy 78 kncw

thoat ye wras xy diseiples 1f you love one awiother,

It is & greut blesalng and privilege te 1Llve here, Uere wry

“ living true followars of a-'_EO,-"}I. T aw glad wew ow garried tha uplrit and
cyou nartook, I heg 0D to make you mutually helpial, None ol yuowr
gwn being real bellevers of CODe &p wuch &y ww= o» follows J0O0, make ¥
har 2 very close friend- this will be wise, 1 pray and Lesescl 20n Lo
:n‘.&le‘:ﬂ her oan instrument to increase jiiu Yingdowm., 6 10 wenderful, a
‘pricoless boon to be a vessel carrying Ifeod rrow 0D, ILV cannet owe
bought with gold., Believers of GO may have wany difficulties whloeh
they will overcome if they serve truly, I ax gilad you have not hecosme
disheartened and discouraged, My heurt awélls w:tt}:: Joy that you know
30D in yoiar heart and yow are trying to follow Him. You must gernss



6.
’ lﬁ point the way and be a nuu st others may rind the path
E te never-snding m&rm m and hlyplmn.

Thaatk you for dringing me xﬂltlncﬂ from Yoo w=e, I m glad to
hear of their hospital ity and Xindness tle:t_.l_ma in the Csm. This is
k8 it should be. ¥e must d’a-ﬂ-y seak t_o'.. do sarvice to bellavers, I
send them leove and salutations, L

_ - Paith is ubuolutaly omtm. : !t nust 'bonm or we will never
move, TNeubt mnd wbel iaf end in ltlcnltlﬂn and dputh. Positive
belisf even if mixed with error leads by degrees toward Truth, Tumandt::
is one, We muast live and love not fo_r mmﬂa, but for the rme}. |
If we rige, we help to 14ift all dp!ﬁt-ul; aﬁd'1r e fhll; wo &rag
cthers demm.. Our hoghest privilege and oﬂ'i-ee is to be channels thru
which the divine 1ife shall flow oumt to 1nvlgorute and innpirq; If the
Boul curronts do not course from within outwarda they sink in a ﬁ.enﬁlv
vortax, Oiving out or minintrnin in tho higheat and groatest law,
Love sent out never returns wid.

T am sorry that it is so that you may not visit the Taﬁb or g0
out for mrciu-. I fear you fesl samevwhat & prisoner hero'. These Ars
difficult times for believers to cﬁ. Had you not heen on your ua.g
te India I nanld not have granted you permission to come just at this
thn#. Teo are glad of your stay hnrt lud wish we might have you and all
believers everywhears all the time, I grmt you permission now to
return to Acca on your return fron In¢i& or at a future time, whan it
will be permisséble for you to ses mere of the place in which we are
happy ta'livu; T™here is no ahanco'in'anything; 1 think it may have
baan ordained thni'you came just now, and heing closated so closely that
you might beceme more faniliar with the teachings of Baha'o'llah, and
more in touch with his ch:lld-ron'.‘ oL grimt you permisalon now as we are
hard workers here and have undh.eorfhlgondnnol, and dhﬁ}c I nay not be

abla to write you often, I an SIWI with you in spirit,
snsanasese




oA Prayer,
TABLE TALKS, lgﬂgf*'
Live so as to be in peace with all your environment. gt
To be happy is to serve GOD snd sever yourself from the world,
Radiate Love everywhere -- you will then become Love, Goodness
was ever flowing from Christ because He was one with the Father,
Outwardly I am a prisoner =-- considered as one -~ but no one is as
free, I rejoice evermore, Much do I prefer to be absolutely free
-- at one with God -« fearing nothing -- wanting, desiring nothing xx
but that all shall know the fullness of GOD -- than to possess the
material wealth of the world, <o be free and yet possess mind and
heart bound to the world and a slave to self must not, csnnot be
compared with being a so-called prisoner and yet possessing supreme
happinesgs, perfectly sound in mind and body and in loving relation
to the universal order,

It is possible to overcome the world, the flesk and all evil
by walking constantly in the path of GOD, by burying all negation,
weakness, fear, selfishness, snd all dcubt under a mountain of
positive, intense, living Truth, Few sttein thie station,

The more obstacles one has to overcome, the wore difficul-
ties one meets successfully, the stronger one will e, Never become
discouraged, To be weak is not necessarily to be unwilling to be
strong., Rejolce, be glad if in the Cause of GOD you are made to
suffer, To be misrepresented, to be misunderstood for the sake of
GOD, is of no consequence, All sincere followers of GOD are mis-
judged and always have been, One cannot please the will of the world
and please the will of GOD,

"Beware when all men spesk well of you®" is true now if one is
conscious of error in one's life,

Certainly one may belong to a church, be & member of a
Christian society and continue to call one's sedf a Bahai, because the
teachingsof Baha'o'llah in no way conflict with the teachings of Christ,
They are in perfect harmony. One accepts the true teachings of true
disciples of GOD, It is not necessary even to lzbel one's self, One m
may call % one's self a Bahai and in no way live the life =-- on the
other hend one may live the 1life and never be known as a Baha?. It
is not so much by what name you are ecalled, but what you are in yocur
heart, Are you loving ond serving GOD? Love end service are the .
greatest requisites of a good life, Endeavor in every poa?ible way to
do some favor, some service for someone else -=- G0 th;s daily -=-
no matter how smell or trivial the act of kindness may be -- even a

smile counts for much,

v ? 14 rather he a
I am the most humble servant of GOD, I wou
dooy-mat -- 8 door-keeper in the house of COD, than be a ruler Ofd-
nations, Christ said unto his die?iplgs “Whihgiiiggz ;E;?ezi gggeéus
there is none good save the Father", e ye r AP

i W sve bl to tury their own aea

unto him "Follow me, and leave the dead

33;d n;o; all things are yours, whether Paul, or Apollos gr Ce§2§sa1ir
the’world, or 1ife or death, or things pressaat ofst%ings o come; al
are yours; and ye are Christ's and Christ is GOoD'8,



Prayer is communion, aspiration, msoul contact with GOD,
Bvery prayer for the best is ebternally answered on BOD'S part, but
not to us unless we come into at-one-ment, "All things whatsoever
ye may pray and ask for believe that ye have received tnem,"

If ruling desire binds us to GOD, we shall receive what
is GOD~-like, I link myself ther>, and not to dust, If one prays to be
whole on GOD'S part, the answer is eternally complete., Ve must
fulfill the conditions to expect GOD to fulfill his promise, To pray
is to lLift =k the soul into unison with the Hternal Goodness,
Wholeness ig the nstursl result of abiding in GOD,

(1996)



i TABLE T ALKS,

1906,
Live so as tlo be in péace with all your environment, To be happy is fo
serve GOD and sever yourself from thé ﬁorld..Radiaﬁe love everywhere - - you
will then become [Love, Goodnéss was ever flowing from Chrigt because e was
one with the Father, Outwardly I am a [prisoner - =- éonsidered as one - - but
no one is as free, I fejoice evermore,| Much'do I prefer to|be absolutely free
- - at one with QOD& - fearing nothing - - wanting,.desiriqg nothing but that

all shall know the fullness of GOD - <4 than to possess the material wealth of

the world, To be [freerand yet to possdss mind and heart bound to the world ai .+

a slave to self must not, cannot be compared with being a po=-called prisoner

and yet possessing supreme happiness, [perfectly sound in mind and body and in

loving relation to the universal orden

1t is possible to overcome the wotld, the flesh and all evil by walking
constantly in the path of GOD, by burying all negation, wepkness, fear, self-
ishness and all doubt under e mountain of positive, intense, living Truth,
Few attain this gtation.

The more obstacles one has to overcome, the more difficulties one meets
successfully, thel stronger one will be, Never become discouraged, To be weaX
is not necessarily to be unwilling to |be strong. Rejoice, bpe glad, if in the
Cavse of GOD you lare made to suffer, |To be misrepresented| to be misunder-
stood in the Cause of GOD, is of no consequence, All sincere followers of GOF
are misjudged and| always have been, One cannot please the|will of the world
and please the Will of GOD, :

(over)
|
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.favor, some: servi
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"Bewaqe when! all men speak weﬁ{ df you" is true now if one is 00psclous*
of error in one's|life,, - %

J

and éentaﬂnéytonaamayohelangelﬁ a Ehhatb,bﬁeausmemhertaﬁc%iﬂgsisfiEﬁHﬁbeiEhﬁ
ILLE in no way conflict with the tea

- 1

Cettainly one Eﬁbelong to a church, be a member of a. Ghrlstlan society
and continue to call one's self a Bahai, because the teachings of BAHA'O'LLAH
in no way conflic? with the teachingsjof Christ, They are in perfect harmony,
One accepts the true teachings of true disciples of GOD, It is not necessary
even to label one!s self, One may calllone's self a Bahai and in no way live
the life ~ - on the other hand, one may live the life and never be known as
a Ranai, It is not so much by what nanme you are called,Zg/¥y/ but what you
are in your heart| .Are you loving and [serving GOD? Love and service are the
greatest requisitts of a good life, Erideavor in every possible way to do some
e for someone else: - and do this daily‘- - no matter how
small or trivial the act of kindness may be - - even a smile counts for much,

I am the most humble servant of GOD, I would rather be|la door-mat -- a
door-keeper in the house of GOD, than pe a ruller of nationE. Christ said un-
to His disciples ﬁWhy callest thou me good? There is none good save the Fath-
er," Le ye therefgre perfect., Jesus said unto him "Follow Me and leave the cd
dead to bury thein own dead." And "For|all things are yours , Whether Paul,
or Apollos or Cephus, or the world, or life or death, or things present or i
things to come; all afe yours; and ye are Christ's and ChristYg is GOD'S,"

I
Prayer is co‘munlon aspiration, Eoul;contact with GOD, Ivery prayer for
the vest is eternglly answered on GOD! part, but not to us unless we come &
into at-one-ment, |"All things whatsoewer ye may pray and ask for, btelieve
that ye have received them,"

If rulYing desire binds us to GOD| we shall receive whpt is GOD-like, I
livk myself there, and not to dust, If one prays to vbe who[le on GOD'S part,
trhe answer is etennally complete, We must fulfill the condifions to expect
GOD to fulfill Hig promise, To pray iF to 1ift the soul into unisen with
the Bternal Goodndss, Wholeness is the| natural result of abliding in GOD,

(1906)

Perfection ig impossible without humility.
Humility unattainable without the|love of GOD,
Tre love of man is essential to the love 6f COD;
The love of qOU is inaccessdble without the love of humanity.

The love of humanity is a glittering genera&ty without! social service,
Social servide is a mere catch-wotd without sacrifice and severance,

June 24, 1913.

SUNVN SHINVN
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% '.Abdul Baha, abbas.
|
|
|
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These "Notes" are not authentie, but are filed for the sake of
history and a possible need for referencee.

- Table Talks at Accas 1908,

-Live 80 as to be 1n peaoce with all your enviromment. To
be happy 1ls to serve God and sever yourself from the world. Radlw
ate love everywhere and you will them become loves : Goodness was
ever flowing fram Christ because He was one with tho Fathere.
Outwardly I am a prisoner (considered)as ome) but no one is as Pree.
I rejolee evermore. - Much do I prefer to be absolutely, at one
with God; fearing nothlng; desiring nothing but that all shall
Imow the fullness of Godes ' Better that than to possess tho naterw
ial wealth of the worlde To: be free and yet have mind and body
bound to the world and a slave to self must not, cannot Pe comparw
ed wlth being a so=called prisoner yet possessing supreme happiness,
perfectly sound in mind and body and in loving relatlon to the

u niversal orders

It 1s posslble to overcome the world, the flesh and all
evil by walking constantly in the path of God, by burying all naga=-
tion, weakmess, fear, selfishmess and all doubt under a nountain
of positive iIntense living Truth. Fow attaln this station.

Thoe more obstacles one has to overcame the more dlfficul -
tles one meets successfully, the stronger one wlll bee HNever
become discourageds To be weak 1s not necessarily to be unwllling
to be strong. - RejJoloe, be glad, 1f In the cause of God you are
made to suffers To be mlesrepresented, to be misunderstood for the
sake of God 1s of no consequense. One cannot please the will of
the world and please the will of God.

Beware whem all men gpeak well of you.

- Certalnly one may belong to a church, be a meamber of a
Christlan soclety and contimue to call ome's gelf a Bahal, bocause
the teachings of Baha'u'llah in no way confllct with the teachlggs
of Christs - They are ln perfect harmony. One accepts the true
tea.-t'shingsrof true dlsolples of Gode It is not necessary to lahel
one's self,

One may call one's self a Bahal and in no way live tho

l1ife; = on the other hand one may live the 1ife and never be lmowm
as & Bahal, It 18 not so much by what name you are called, but
what you are in your heart. ' Are you loving and serving God?
Love and servlce are the greatest requlsites of a good lifo. 2N
deavour in every posslble way to do some favour, some service for
some one eolse = do thls dally = no matter how small or trivial the
act may be. ILven a sulle counts for muche.

| I am the most humble servant of Gods I would rather he
a door mat ; a door keeper in the house of God than © be a ruler
of natlons, - Christ sald unto His disciples "Why callest thou no



good; there 1s none good save tho Father." Be ye therefore
perfecte Josus salth unto him "Follow me; and leave the dead
to bury their dead" and "For all things are yours, whether Paul,
or Apollos or Cephas, or the world or life or deathyior Things
present or things to come;  aXl are yours; and ye are Christ's
and Christ’ls God's. :

Prayer is commmion, aspiration, soul contaoct with Gode
Every prayer for the best 1a eternally answered on God's part -
but not to us unlesa we come into at-one-ment. "All things vwhat-
soever ye may pray and ask for belleve that ye have recelved them."

If ruling desire blnds us to God, we shall recolve what
1s God=like. I 1ink myself there and not to duste If ono prays
to be whole, on God's part the answer 1s etermnally complete. Ve
must £ulfill the condiltions to expect God to fulfill His prazise.’
To pray is to 1ift the soul into unison with the Bternsal Goodnoess.
Wholeness 1s the natural result of ablding in Godo

Soclenoce 1s systemlzed Truth. The laws of spiritual sclonce
are as oxaot as those of mathematlos. Every hour of positive
high affirmation of the ideal perfection of mind and body, tends
directly to actualize such conditions.  There ls no mare uncer=
tainty about its trend than there 1ls about our nesring an object
if we walk toward 1te. The unlversal order speaks only of whole=
ness and harmonye. We should never speak of the faults or weake
nesses of others; we are as yot lmperfeote We must concentréte
on the good quallties of others. Virtues are to be found in
every person 1f sought fore - ' Accusatlons agalnst: others are wrong
should there be lacking evidenoe and proof woe unto the accuser,

Egpecially one must be kind, loving and charltable toward
another in the household of Falth, and seek to serve some one in
the cause of Gods ' The hlgher should control tho lowers. Tho
body hot only becomes servisable but beautliful 1f 1t occuples a
secondary placo. Spiritual victory rmust be achleved and old
things becore new, Deslre and aspiration are laws of growth,
Deman brings supplye. - Every soul 1ls lnvestoed wlth a divine digh
nity and should relgn in its owmn kingdome Lvery one should degy
the rule of the seen, the sensuous, and the material.

There are invisible threads whlch connect us with overy
oblect which makes up our environment. Vibrations are ever passing
over these connectlons backward and forward, and it 1s for us to
control thelr purpose and quallty. We recelve in returm tho kind
we send. Love for love, antagonlsm for antagonleme
Love gilds every obJect upon which we project 1t, and itse sheen
is reflected back in rays of goldem lighte. Love thinketh no
evile By projecting thoughts only of ggood, we create a harmonious
envirorment. = The fact that we are God's children must rule our
consclousness until like the setting sun, 1t dissipates the fogs
and mists of ancestral inharmony. - The dlvine heredlty overlaps
all inherited human 1llse. = Things which we hold in our consclous=
ness soon become our possessions The lmperfection of today 1s
the stepping stone for tomorrow. Life i1s richer, love stronger,
truth more beautiful, nature falrer, muslc sweeter, art diviner



than we have over droaneds God ig infinltely better than wo con
Imagines We must always look upward, we are passing on toward
the supreme ldeal, which includes wholeness on every pla.no for the
individuel and the rages  Paul declared "I dle dailly." Thils is
o grow splrltuallye. It 13 £ha an elimination of the base, the
carthly, tho sonsual.

I am not bound by the chalns of appetlte, passion, inpulse,
custom, croeed, fashlon, socletles, polltlcs, tradltlions, or the
animal naturoe. I am in an absolutely perfect freodom. My body
mgy be in restraint, I am kept In Acoca by law, but my spiritusl
self 1s frea. Wo must welcame truth from whatever sourco 1t nmay
come. "Where tho spilrit of God 1s thers 1s liberty." '.t“mu
Seriptures say "For ths law of the splrit of 11fs in Chrlsit Jeswo
made me freo from the law of sln and doathe

I am glad you can go to India. You will seo many hHow
liovers in the causo of Gode liny the blessing of Baha'u'llzh
ba upon you alls Reloleo that tho west and the east are growing
closor togethoers You in God's causo from tho new world have beon
nermitted to seo and speak wlth your brothers and sisters of the
new worlde When you reach Indla you wlill meet wlth many bellovers
from various castes, creeds and cectlons, speaking different
Longues. They may not be able to speak with you in Inglish nor
may you understand their natlve tongues, but you will in no sousc
be a strangers You wlll all be as one largo family. I send to
hellevers in the East greetings from the House hold and nay many
rich and abundant blessings sttend your stay In the Orient ond
wheroeever you may ZOe

Whenever and wherever an opportunlty presents ltsclf fave
orably to speoak of the Truth of the teachings of Baha'u'llah I of~
Join you not to allow or permlt thal opportunity to pass by.

But we must never at any time create strife by thrustlng ths
teachings upon unwilling listeners, nor must we argue = wo must
live thoe 1ife.

You will be surrounded by and enveloped by Love, for
brothers and sisters in the Spirlt are much nearer and dsarer than
thoso in the fleshe What mattors 1t 1f thoe physical fathor and
nother are not here = I am thy father, thy mother thy sister thy
brother; I have many children: I am the same to alle Lvery
true Bahsl is all to another bellever. Although I cannot zo with
you 1n body, remember thls = I am always with you 1ln spirit.,

Iy spirit shall go with you and be wilth you all the waye.

I an glad of what you tell me concerming the kindness
and love of some of the bellovers wvhom you mentione ===——— hag
been ifn the household for months ad a time and 1s much loved by
us alle I thank you for her greetings and love. I pray (.rod
she will ever be your falthful friend and help you to lmow of the
love of Gode I am glad she bas helpod youe I bog God t¢ bind
you yet closere. "By this may ye know that yo are my disciples
if ye lovo one another.® - It l1s a great privilege and blessing
to live heroc. Here are livi.ng true followers of Gode I am
zlad =—- carried the splrit and you partooks. I bopg God to wmaoke



you mutm:l.ly helpm : l‘un of .your ovm ‘bein.g rea.l 'believers of
God, as much asg ---—- followa. God, make her a very close friend =

this will be wines E ‘x ‘and beseoch God to make her aniine
vLiwionl sadrs ylagg rum‘l. & b Gndusisl b bdlagiile wiobas gasdidy

Bellevers of God may have many dirfioult:!.ea w.h:l.oh they will ovacsw
come if they serve trulys

I an glad you have not}f bocoite disheartenced and discouragoed
iy heart swedls with joy that you know God iy your heart znd you
areo trying to follow Him, You nust point the way and be a guide
that others may find the path leading to newereending understanding,
voace and happiness.

Thank you for bringing me grootlngs rofn =——wme I am glad
to hear of thelr hospltallty and klndness to those In thoe couse.
Thlg is as it should bee Ve nmust daily seek to de service to
belisvers. I sond them love and salutations.

Falth 1s absolutely ossentiale Weo must bellsve oy we
will never move, Doubt and unbellef ond in stagnatlion and deathe
Posltive bellef oven if mixed with error leads by degrees toward
Truthe Humanity i1s onee VWe must 1llve and love not for oursclves
but for the racoe. If we rise, we help to 1ift all about us; and
i we £all we drag others downs Our nhilghest privilege ani office
is to be chammels through which the divine 1ife shall flow ocut to
invigorate and insplre. I the soul currents do not course from
within outwards they sink In a deadly vortexe Giving out or odw-
ninistration is the highest and greatost law. Love sent out
never roturns vold.

I grant you permission now to return to Acoa on your return
from India or at a future time when 1t will be permmisslble For you
to see more of the place in which we aro happy to live. Thore
is no change in anything, I think it wmay have been ordained that
you came just now, and belng closeted so closely that you night
become more famillar with the teachings of Bahsa'u'llah, and morc
in touch with hls hlldrenes We are hard workers here and havo
rrach correspondence, and while I may fniot bo able to write you
often, I am always with you in spirilt.

(Signed) Abdul Baha Abbass
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NOTES TAKEN BY MIRZA ALI KULI KHAN AT AKKA IN 1808

In 1908, when we (my wife and our baby son, Rahim, about
eleven months 0ld) were on the point of leaving America for Akks,
& number of Baha'il friends requested me to take notes of 'Abdu'l-
Baha's conversations during our vieilt, in order that these might
be translated and published for the benefit of the Bsha'is in
America., Thie I did, and towards the end of our visit, I copied
my Persian notes and submitted the most important among them to
'Abdu'l-Baha for revision.,

My translation of those notes (done in 1207) appears in the
following pages. In rendering theee beautiful Episodes and
Teachings into English, my purpose has been to retain as much of
the literal sense and the atmosphere of the original as possible.

By request, I alsc supplement these notes with my transla-
tion of some hitherto unpublished instructive Tablets of Baha'lu-
'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha, bearing upon the subjects treated in the
above conversations.

After two days' stay in Haifa, we proceeded to Akka where we
arrived early in the afternoon of Saturday, June 9, 1906, As
'Abdu'l-Baha and others had already had the mid-day meal, my wife
and I were served separately in our room, After the meal, we
were called into the side-room where 'Abdu'l-Baha was awaiting us.

He embraced me and kissed me on the cheeks. He also most
warmly welcomed my wife, and took Rahim from my arms. He then
sat on the sofa holding Rahim on His lap, and while He gave the
Baby His rosary to play with, He lovingly inquired after our
health, and asked if we had had a good journey. Then looking at
me, my wife and the Baby, He said to me while smiling, "C Khan!
This is the sign of blessing and increase; you went to America
one and returned three." These words we took to mean that He
blessed our conjugal family life with unity and harmony, and that
He bespoke for us Divine bounty and increase, He asgked for the
Baby's age and I answered that he was one year and four days old.
Turning to my wife He said in part, while showing her great kind-
ness and favor: "Welcome! Welcome! Marhabal! Praise be to God
that as a result of the Revelation of Al-Abha, the East and the
West have embraced each other like unto two beloved ones., You are
the first American bride to be united to a Baha'l from Persia.
Praise God, for thie great favor."

Before being seated, and while I had the Baby in my arms,
'Abdu'l-Baha looked at Rahim with His glorious face illuminated
with Joy, and He said in part: "This is the fruit of tke unicn
between the East and the West." Turning to my wife, He said: "I
see that you love Rahim Khan very much." Upon other occasions
during our visit 'Abdu'l-Baha often said: "As Rehim Khan is the
first fruit of the unicn of the East and West, whoever looks upon
his face loves him,"



o0

He inquired of Hrs. HMaxwell, I spoke of my vieit of nine
days at her house in Montreal before sailing, where I taught the
Truth and spoke to large gatherings every night. He asked if I
hed remained there nine days and I said yes, Then I said how
Mrs. Maxwell was wholly devoted to teaching and to service of
the Cause, and how she had specially rented a house with a large
parlor to hold meetings therein, He inguired after her hesalth,
and when I sald that she seemed better than ever since she had
become a Believer, 'Abdu'l-Baha said, "Some years ago when irs.
Maxwell came to Akka, she was very weak and seriously ill,- so
much so that no one could believe she would ever get well. But
God healed her." Then in connection with Montreal, I spoke of
Yr, Woodcock and his work, and He was greatly pleased to hear it,

Later in the day He showed me a letter which He had re-
ceived from Persia., He told me to read it and to see how the
Cause of God was growing in Persia, and with what devotion the
Believers were bringing many new souls to the Truth.

Thie next morning while I was in our room with my family, a
gentle rapping attracted me to the door. There I found 'Abdu'l-
Baha standing with a large white handkerchief full of flowers.
Ee said, "Give these flowers to Florence Khanum and bring me
back the handkerchief."™ Thie I obeyed instantly. To our joy
and delight, we found the flowers to be no other than a bridal
bouquet of white roses., In thew I found another small bouguet.
It was easy to see its significance! All can imagine our joy
upon receiving that blessing! Wy wife burst into tears of joy;
for in this lovely act of 'Abdu'l-Baha's she found the fulfil-
ment of a prayer she had offered for a long time. The prayer
was that she might receive a rose from the hand of 'Abdu'l-Baha,

In the morning, while I wasg in His presence with other pil-
grime, He said in part: "I have just been telling Hajl (Khurasa-
ni) that there is no real pleasure in freedom from pains and
allments as such freedom is not permenent., For i1f a man who
suffers from a fever is freed from it, he shall sconer or later

have other allments and finally he will die and depart from this
life.

"But real pleasure is this that a hundred thousand bullets
may be fired at a person from all directions by those who seek
to destroy him, and none of these should touch him. Or that en-
emies try to drown him in the sea and their efforts fail in =o
doing."™ By these and similar utterances, He referred tc his own
calamities and to the efforts of Hie many enemies who had quite
recently exerted themselves to bring about His exile unto the
burning deserts of Arabia or Africa, or to effect Hig total de-~
struction, While speaking thede words, His joy was so great
that one could not help feeling that real faith is the only
source of real joy and that Truth makes one invulnerable and im-
mune to all attacks and oprositions.



I spoke of lrs. Cowle's (later Mme. de Lagnielle) love and
devotion., 'Abdu'l-Baha saild in part: "Shecame here with ‘irs,
Jackson and remained for some time. Though she was poor, she
was always hapry. I had her stay with us in the Housshold. llere
she labored very hard in cooking certain dieshes. She said she
wished to learn how to cook Persian dishes in order to wake them
for the Baha'is in Awerices. Her only son had died and this hud
given her great sorrow. She continued sad until she became a
Bellever in the Cause of God., This brought her true happiness,
If she had not become a Bellever in this Manifestation, sorrow
would have destroyed her; for she had no other attachment or hope
in the world.,"

Then He spoke at length of ths "Composure of Heart," or
"Tranquility of the Soul.," "Tnis," He sald, "is a statzs of true
faith which glves man such assurance and conviction of God's
bounty, that all the trials and sufferings of this earth cannot
affect him.,"

Speaking of true joy and happliness. He said in part: "If &
man is not happy in his life, death is better than such a life,
True joy comes frow the tranquility of heart, and this state
comes from faith! Pralse be to God who gave us tranqguility of
neart! This is why we are always happy. I pray and supplicate
to the Beauty of Abha to bless all the servants and maid-servants
with true happiness resulting from the tranquility of heart,”

Speaking of a Bellever He said: "She is a courageous woman,
and she is firm. 1In a recent letter she said how happy she was,
for while traveling in different districts to teach the Truth,
children had pursued her in the streets, and had insulted, ridi-
culed, and reviled her. As all this was in the prath of God, it
gave her great joy."

In this connection He said in part: "In America certain men
of religious influence will arise against the Cause, and will try
t0 prevent people from this Truth. When this comes to pass, the
Cause will progress, and joy and fragrance will increase in the
Believers."
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The second day at luncheon in the swall room beside ours,
open to the Sea¥ I took occasion to mention our departed sister
Mrs., Coles, and to say how I was grieved at her death, and how I
had been often thinking of her and praying for her since reaching
Akka. ‘'Abdu'l-Baha sald in part: "I was very much grieved at
Mres, Coles' death, ©She was very pure in spirit, and she was very
devoted and firm, She never fell short in serving the Cause, for
she exerted her utmost in agsisting the friends. She was there-
fore an esteemed maid-servant of God and a child of the Kingdom,"

* A room attached to 'Abdu'l-Bsha's reception room, a room
which was memorable to me as my work and living room during many
months of my last long stay in Akka in 139¢ to 1800.



While we were at table, little Rahim came tripping into the
room, 'Abdu'l-Baha most lovingly greeted him, Then He gave him
a plece of bread with His blessing. My wife thanked Him for the
restful sleep she had enjoyed in the Holy Household. He gaid ehe
had not yet had sufficlient rest but that she shall enjoy real rest
during her visit.

In the afternoon, He sommoned me and enquired concerning the
news of the Cause in the leading cities of America, and at San
Francisco., I spoke of the untiring devotion of Mrs. Goodall and
her daughter in the great work they do in Oakland. Thigs rejoiced
Him greatly. He then imquired concerning certain Baha'ls, and
spoke of the Baha'i Publishing Society of Chicago (whose megsage I
had already given Him) in part: "The assemblies of Chicago, Wash-
ington and New York must be in harmony with each other in the mat-
ter of printing and publications. The publication of any matter
by eny one of these Assemblies must be at first reported to the
respective publishing socletiss of the other cities,~ thus remov-
ing all causes for inharmony." Speaking of the then prospective
trip of Mr. Harris to India, He said in part: "If Hserrie znd
MaoNutt travel to Iniia in company, thizg will be very useful for
the Cause,
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As a nursing mother, wmy wife apologlzed to 'Abdu'l-Baha for
what she spoke of as her "great appetite." He however referred to
her duties as a mothsr and the labors which make part of that
calling, and to the need therefore for more than ueusl nourish-
ment. ©Speaking of appetite and taking food, He said further in
part: *"Virtue and excellence consist in true faith in God, not in
having a swall or a large appetite for food, or in similar mat-
ters. Jinabi Tahirih (Qurratu'l-Ayn) had a good appetite. When
agked concerning it, she would answer, 'It i3 recorded in the Holy
traditions that one of the recorded attributes of the people of
paradise is "partaking of food, continuelly."' (Whatever may be
the outward meanings of this tradition, in ite gpirituzl sense 1t
means that when wan 18 brought into the Paradise of Divins Near-
ness, through faith, he perennially and perpetually partakes of
the food of Divine Bounties and Favors.)

"To be brief; when man takes food, 1t strengthens hiwm in
whatever mood or state of mind or condition he may be in at the
time of sating. For instance, 1f a wan ia full of love, esting
food increases his love; on the contrary, when & wman is ungry and
eats food it intensifies hls anger. Thua it 1s necessary that man
think only of the Love of God. Then if he eats a little more food
than may seem usual, 1t does no harm. But otherwise, that is, if
he does not possess the Love of God, to eat little or much food ig
all the same.”

Then turning to Haji Khurasani (who was Just recovering fronm
a long period of mental and physical indispoeition) He said in
part: "Joy is the best cure for your illness, Joy is better than
a hundred thousand mediocines for a sick person. If there is a
sick person and one wighes to cure him, let one cause joy and hap-
piness in his heart,®



Concerning the fact that blows, suffering and tribulations
and trlals endured by true believers are conducive to the progress
and advancement of the Cause of God, 'Abdu'l-Baha said in part:
"Paul and Peter, the Apostles, once went into one of the cities of
the Greeks and engaged in teaching the Truth. In that city, there
was a temple which bore the inscription, 'To the Name of the Un-
known God.' Paul arose and, addressing himeelf to the multitude,
sald: 'We bring you tidinge from tlhe same Unknown God,' thus
preaching to them the message of Christ. A great number of the
Greeks became interested in the Cause. This aroused jealousy in
the Jews who began to make trouble. The multitude, aroused by
these seditions, attacked the Apostles and beat them until they
fell unconscious., Then thelr bodies were dragged along the road
and thrown outside the city. Paul and Peter continued in a death-
like unconsciousness all night. Early in the morning, Paul, who
was brought to nimself, said to Peter: 'There is a fair today in a
place in this neighborhood, at which many people will be present.
Let us move along to preach the Gospel in that place.' Peter
called attention to their wounded and brulsed bodies; and although
at first too weak to move, they finally arose and betook themselves
to the falr and preached. Briefly, these persecutions caused a
further spread of the Cause of Christ, in that they caused them to
be removed into a new place and preached to a new multitude.,"
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On June 11, 1906, 'Abdu'l-Baha summoned me into the garden
within the house-walls where He was walking alone. As the tinme
seemed opportune, I spoke of my great sorrow in finding Him & close
prisoner within the walls of Akka, and I remarked that Hie inprie-
onment had already lasted for a long time. To console me, 'Abdu'l-
Baha said in part: "We have wished it to be such, For many reasons,
this incarceration is useful for me. One is that this is conducive
to protection; for our enemies, finding us imprisoned, would not
think of further steps (to harm the Cause). Moreover, after the
Blessed Perfection (Who died a Prisoner), we must delight in bveing
a prisonsr; and no other state is good for us and no fresdom can
give us rest. Our purpose is to serve the Threshold of the Almigh-
ty, whether imprisoned or free, If we dwell in a royzl palace sur-
rounded by delectable meadows and gardens and have every means for
rest and composure at our disposal, but news comes to us that the
believers are not filled with the fire of faith and do not act in
accord with the laws and exhortations of God,- what good could all
the luxury of a palace do to comfort us? Nay, such news would make
a2 palace seem to us darker than a dungeon and our hardships in-
crzase, But now that I am in prison and you have come here from
America and tell me that slnce his return from Akka Mr, HacRutt
centinually spoke at the Baha'i meetings with great enthusiasm and
love and attracted the hearts of the believers,- thies good news
transforms this prison into a paradise, Therefore, imprisonment
gives us no pailn; for our purpose is to act in accord with the cow-
mandments and exhortations of CGod."

Aqa Mihdi, the Gardener of Balhji, came in and brought & bunch
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of white jasmine., 'Abdu'l-Bzha pave S, Gnechalf op the flowers to
snare with ay wife, and we walked back 10 %he”gougf_yard. Thers was

brought a basket of apricots into His presence. He took *+rs 2-wi<
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In 1906, when we (my wife and our baby son, Rahim, about
eleven months old) were on the point of leaving America for Akka,
a number of Baha'i friends requested me to take notes of *Abdu'l-
Baha's conversations during our visit, in order that these might
be translated and puﬁiiahed for the benefit of the Baha'is in
America., This I did, and towards the end of our visit, I copied
my Persian notes and submitted +the most importent among them to
'Abdu'l-Baha for revision.

My translation of those notes (done in 1907) appears in the
following pages, In rendering these beautiful Episodes and Teach-
ings into English, my purpose has been to retain as much of the
literal sense and the atmosphere of the original as possible.

By request, I also supplement these notes with my transla-
tion of some hitherto unpublished instructive Tablets of
Baha'u'llah end 'Abdu’l-Baha, bearing upon the subjects treated

in the above conversations.
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After two days' stay in Haifa, we proceeded to Akka where
we arrived early in the afternoon of Saturday, June 9, 1906. A4s
'Abdutl-Baha and others had already had the mid-day meal, my wife
and I were served separately in our room: After the meal, wve
were called into the side-room where 'Abdu'l-Baha was awaiting us.

He embraced me and kissed me on the cheeks. He also most
warmly welcomed my wife, and took Rahim from my arms. He then
sat on the Sofa Holding Rahim on His lap, and while He gave the

Baby His rosary to play with, He lovingly inquired after our



health, and asked if we had had a good journey. Then looking

at me, my wife and the Baby, He said to.me while smiling, "0
Khent! This is the sign of biessing and increase; you went to
America one and returned three." These words we took to mean
that He blessed our ;onjugal family life with unity and harmony,
and that He bespoke for us Divine bounty and increase. He asked
for the Baby's age and I answered that he was one year and four
days old., Turning to my wife He sald in part, while showing her
great kindness and favor: "Welcomel! Welcome} Marhabal Praise
be to God, that as a result of the Revelation of Al- Abha, the
East and the West have embraced each other like unto two beloved
ones. You are the first American bride to be united to a Baha'i
from Persia. Praise God, for this great favor."

Before being seated, and while I had the Baby in my arms,
'*Abdu'l-Baha looked at Rghim with His glorious face illuminated
with Jjoy, and He said in part: "This is the fruit of the union
between the East and the West." Turning to my wife, He sald:
"I see that you love Rahim Khan very much." Upon other occa-
sions during our visit 'Abdu'l-Baha often said: "As Rahim Xhan
is the first fruit of the union of the East and West, whoever
looks upon his face loves him."

He inquired of Mrs. Mexwell. I spoie of my visit of nine
days at her house in Montreal before sailing, where I  taught
the Truth and spoke to large gatherings every night. He asked
if I had remained there nine days and I said yes. Then I said
how Mrs. Maxwell was wholly devoted to teaching and to service

of the Cause, and how she had specially rented a house with a



large parlor to hold meetings therein. He inquired after her
health, and when I said that she seemed better than ever since
she had become a Bellever, 'Abdu'l-Bsha said, "Some years ago
when Mrs. Maxwell came to Akke, she was very weak and serious-
ly 111, - so much so that no one could believe she would ever
get well. But God healed her." Then &n connection with Montre-
al, I spoke of Mr. Woodoock and his work, and He was greatly
pleased to hear it.

Later in the day He showed me a ledter which He had re-
ceived from Persia., He told me to read it and to see how the
Cause of God was growing in Persia, and with what devotion the
Believers were bringing many new souls to the Truth.

The next morning while I was in our room with my family,
a gentle rapping attracted me to the door. There I found
'Abdu'l-Baha standing with a large white handerchief full of
flowers. He sald, "Glve these flowers to Florence Khanum &nd
bring me back the handkepchief." This I obeyed instantly. To
our joy and delight, we found the flowers to be no other than
a bridel bouquet of white roses. In them I found another
small bouquet. It was easy to see its significancel! All can
imagine our joy upon receiving that blessing! My wife burst
into tears of joy; for in this lovely act of 'Abdu'l-Baha's
she found the fulfilment of a prayer she had offered for a
long time. The prayer was that she might recelive a rose from
the hand of 'Abdu'l-Baha.

In the morning, while I was in His presence with other

pilgrims, He said in part: "I hawejjusttbezungelling Haji



(Khurasani) that there is no real pleasure in freedom from
pains and aillments as such freedom is not permanent., For if
a man who suffers from a fever 1is freed from it, he shall
sooner or later have other ailments and finadly he will die
and #depart from this life.

"But real pleasure is this that a hundred thousand
bullets mey be fired at a person from all directions by those
who seek to destroy him, and none of these should touch him,
Or that enemies try to drown him in the gea and their efforts
fail in so doing." By these and similar utteranoces, He
referred to Hls own ocalamities and to the efforts of His
many enemies who had guite recently exerted themselves to
bring about His exile unto the burning deserts of Arabia or
Africa, or to effeot His total destruction. While speaking
these words, His joy was so great that one could not help
feeling that real faith is the only source of real joy and
that Truth makes one invulnerable and immune to all attacks

and oppositions.

I spoke of Mrs, Cowle's (e} love and devotion.

(¢) Later Mme., de Lagnielle
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'Abdu'l-Baha said in part: "She came here wikh Mrs. Jackson
and remeined for sometime. Though she was poor, she was
always happy. I had her stay with us in the Household. Here

she labored very hard in cooking ocertain dishes. She said she



wished to learn how to cook Persian dishes in order to make
them for the Baha'is in Amerioca. Her only son had died and
this had given her great sorrow. She continued sad until
she became a Believer in the Cause of God. This brought her
true happiness, If she had not become a Believer in this
Manifestation, sorrow would have destroyed herj for she had
no other attachment or hope in the world.”

Then He spoke at length of the "Composure of Heart,"
or "Tranquility of the Soul.®™ "This", He said, ™is a state
of true faith which gives man such assurance and conviction
o1 God's bounty, that all the triasls and sufferings of this
earth cannot affect him."

Speaking of true joy and happiness. He said in part:
"If a man is not happy in his life, death 1s better than
such a life., True joy comes #rom the tranquility of heart,
and this state comes from faith! Praise be to God who
gave us trgnquility of heart} This is why we are always
happy. I pray and supplicate to the Beauty of Abha to bless
all the servants and maid-servants with true heppiness re=-
sulting from the tranquility of heart."

Speaking of a Believer He said:. "She is a courageous
woman, and she is firm., In a recent letter she said how
happy she was, for while traveling in different districts to
teach the Truth, children badcpupsued her in the streets, and
had insulted, ridiculed, and reviled her. As all this was in
the path of God, it gave her great Jjoy."

In this connection He said in part: "In America certain



men of religious influence will arise against the Cause, and
will try to prevent people from this Truth. When this comes
to pass, the Cause will progress, and Jjoy and fragrance will

inorease in theBelievers."

The second day at luncheon in the small room beside ours,

opening to the Sea, (oj I took ooccasion to mention our departed

(e) A room attached to 'Abdu'l-Baha's reception room, & room
which was memorabla-to me as my work and living room during

meny months of my last long stay in Akka in 1899 to 19001

sister Mrs. Coles, and to say how Iiwas grieved at her death,
and how I had been ofishithinking of her and praying for her
since reaching Akka, 'dbdutl-Beha said in part: "I was very
much grieved at Mrs. Coles' death. She was very pure in spirit,
and she was very devoted and firm. She never fell short in
serving fhe Cause, for she exerted her utmost in assisting the
friends. She was theréfore an esteemed maid-servant of God and
a child of the Kingdom."

While we were at table, little Rahim ocame tripping into
the room. 'Abdu'l-Baha most lovingly greeted him. Then He
gave him a pieve of bread with His blessing. My wife thanked
Him for the restful sleep she had enjoyed in the Holy Household.
He sald she had not yet had sufficient rest but that she shall
en joy real rest durlng her visit.

In the afternoon,He summoned me and enquired concerning

the news of the Cause in the leading citied of America, and at
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Sen Francisco. I spoke of the untiring devotion of Mrs. Goodall
and her daughter in the great work they do in Oskland., This re-
Jolced Him greatly. He then inguired concerning certain Baha'is,

and spoke of the Baha'i Publishing Society of Chicago (e) in part:

(e) Whose message I had already given Him.

"The assemblies of Chicago, Washington and New York must be in
hearmony with each other in the matter of printing and publica-
tions. The publication of any matter by any one of these Assemb-
lies must be at first reported to the respective publishing sociew-
ties of theother cities,- thus removing all causes for inharmony."
Speaking of the then prospective trip of Mr, Harris to India, He
said in part: "If Harris and MacNutt travel to India in company,
this will be very useful for the Cause."

As & nursing mother, my wife apologized to 'Abdu'l-Baha for
what she spoke of as her "great appetite." He however referred
to her duties as a mother and the labors which make part of that
calling, and to the need therefore for more than usual mourish-
ment. Speaking of appetite and teking food, He said further in
part: . "Virtue and excellence consist in true faith in God, not in
having & small or a large appetite for food, or in similar matters.
Jinebi Tahirih (e) had a good eppetite. When asked concerning it,

(o) Qurrat-ul-Ayn.

she would answer, 'It is recorded in the Holy traditions that one

of the recorded attributes of the people of paradise is "partaking



of food, continually."' (Whatever may be the outward meanings

of this tradition, in its spiritual sense it means that when man
is brought into the Paradise of Divine Nearness, through faith, he
perennially and perpetually partakes of the food of Divine Bounties
and Favors.)

"To be brief; when man takes food, it strengthens him in what-
ever mood or state of mind or condition he may be in at the time of
eating. For instance, if a man is full of love, eating food in-
creases his love; on the contrary, when & man is angry and eats
food it intensifies his anger. Thus 1t is necessary that man think
only of the Love of God. Then if he eats a little more food than
may seem usual, it does no harm. But otherwise, that is, 1f he
does not possess the Love ef God, to eat liftle or much food is

all the same,"

Then turning to Haji Khurasani (e¢) He said in part: Joy is

() Who was just recovering from a long period of mental and

physical indisposition.

the btest ocure for your illness. Joy is better than a hundred
thousand medicines for &hsick person. If there is a sick person

and one wishes to cure him, let gng cause joy and happiness in his

heart.”

Concerning the fact that blows, suffering and tribulations
and trials endured by true believers are condmcive to the progress
and advancement of the Cause of God, 'Abdu'l-Baha sald in part:

"Peul and Peter, the Apostles, once went into one of the cities
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of the Greeks and engaged in teaching the Truth. In that city,
there was a temple which bore the inscription, 'To the Name of
the Unknown God.' Paul arose and, addressing himself to the
multitude, said: 'We bring you tidings from the same "Unknown
God,"' thus preaching to them the message of Christ. A great
number of the Greeks became interested in the Cause, This
aroused jeaslousy in the Jews who began to make trouble. The
multitude, aroused by these seditions, attacked the Apostles and
‘beat them until they fell unconscious. Then their bodies were
dragged along the road and thrown outside the city. Paul and
Peter continued in a deathélike unconsciousness all night. ZHarly
in the morning, Paul, who was brought to himself, said to Peter:
®There is a failr today in a place in this neighborhood, at which
many people will be present. Let us move along to preach the
Gospel in that place.' Peter called attentlon to thelr wounded
and bruised bodies; and although at first too wesk to move, they
finally arose and betook themselves to the fair and preached.
Briefly, these persecutions caused a further spread of the Cause
of Ghgist, in that they caused them to be removed into a new
place and preach to & new multitude."

On June 11, 1906, 'Abdu'l-Baha summoned me into the garden
within the house-walls where He was walking alone., As the time
seemed opportune, I spoke of my great sorrow in finding Him a
close prisoner within the wells of Akka, and I remarked thet His
imprisonment had aelready lasted for a long time. To console me,

{Abdu'l-Baha said in part: "We have wished it %o be such. For
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many reasons, this incarceration is useful for me. One is that
this is conducive to proteotion; for our enemies, finding us im-
prisoned, would not think of furthef steps (to harm the Cause).
Moreover, after the Blessed Perfection (who died a Prisoner), we
must delight in teing & prisoner; and no other state is good for
us and no freedom sen give us rest. Our purpose is to serve the
Threshold of the Almighty, whether imprisoned or free. If we
dwell in & royel palace surrounded by delectable meadows and
gardens and have every means for rest and composure at our dis-
posal, but news comes to us that the believers are not filled with
the fire of faith and do not aot in accord with the laws and ex-
hortations of God,~ what good could all the luxury of a pklace

do to comfort us? Nay, such news would make a palace seem to us
darijer than a dungeon and our hardships increase. But now that
I am in prison and you have come here from America and tell e
that since his return from Akka Mr, MacNutt continually spoke at
the Baha'l Meetings with great enthusiasm and love and attracted
the hearts of the believers,- this good news transforms this
prison into a paradise. Therefore, lmprisonment gives us no pain;
for our purpose is to act in accord with the commendments and ex-
hortations of God.,"

AqaMihdi, the Gardener of Bahjli, came in and brought & bunch
of white jasmine. 'Abdu'l-Baha gave me one-half of the flowers to
share with my wife, and we walked back to the court-yard.a There
was brought a basket of apricots into His presence. He took the
fruit and distributed it to the pilgrims and the bellevers. He

also gave several to me, and several others "to take to Florence
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Khanum."™ He then especially gave me an extra one which He

said was "For Rahim Khan."

On Tuesday, June 12, 1906, after partaking of the midday
meal with Him, 'Abdu'l-Baha commanded me to go to visit the Holy
Tomb at Bahji in company with my wife. She donned the Persian
chader and veil (o), and we took the baby with us. While my joy
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() As she did all through our visit to Akka and then during the
entire length of our stay in Persia, in accord with the Command

of '4Abdu'l-Bahs.,

was great in revisiting the Holy Tomb, after years of separation,
and in presenting Myfe and Child at the Holy Threshold, the memory
of the pest years when I often visited the Tomb and Bahji with
'tAbdutl-Baha, as well as the thought of the present changed con-
ditions due to His imprisonment, weighed heavily upon my heart.
Upon our return to the town, I went to 'Abdu'l-Baha who was
in the tent in His little garden outside the house. He #&nguired
of our visit to the tomb. I answered that by referring to the
visits of years before when He would lead large gatherings of
believers of all lands and nations to that Holy Threshold, and
saying that because those days are no more makes me disconsolate
and dejected, He lovingly spoke words of comfort to me,:1 Among
other things He said in part: "In the end, all will be well and
happy times will come. 'Once again a time will come as sweet as
suger.' The time will come when the procession of pilgrims of

all lends will be densely extended from the gate of Akka to the
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Holy Tomb without any interruption. Thus men of all nations and
distriots will come to visit this Sacred Spob." "0 Khan, do you

remember the days of Haifa? (¢) What happy times were thosel! Do
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() Referring to my first visit during 1900, when I had the bless-
ed privilege to be His amanuensis and translator and enjoyed His
presence night and day. We remained for long months in Haifa
where visitors, formerly of all oreeds andn 11 nationalities

and races, sucocessively came and partook of physical and spirit-

val food at His Holy Table,
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you remember that night in Haifa when people of many lands and
nétionalities were present at dinner,- Americens, Persians, Euro-
peans, Persian Turks in huge sheep-skin head-gears, and Zuropesan
and Ameriocan ladies in their wonderful hats, made part og the
same meeting, which was also attended by Qayim Magam (Governoxr
of Haifa) and the turbaned Turkish Judge? How words and explanea-
tions were continuous? Great joy and fragrance indeed predomin-
ated 1n that gathering. Indeed, all those present were sincere
and deeply impreséed and even the Govenor and the Judge were fully
possessed with joy and fragrancel! What a wonderful night it wasi"

On Wednesday, June 13, 1906, while at luncheon, my wife &ask-
ed 'Abdu'l-Baha concerning the interpretation of the following
verse of the Gospel: "To him that hath shell be given, and from
him that hath not shall be teken away even that he hath."

In answer 'Abdu'l-Baha sald in part: "This 1s the exposition

of one of the great questions of Divine Wisdom which Christ heas
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couched in this brief and simple utterance. The great guestion
is this: TIn the world of existence, pause (or discontinuation
of progress) marks the beginning of fall and decadence, For
instence, as loyg as the bird soars or moves upward in the air,
it is in progress. But no sooner it pauses than it begins to
descend. Or, as long as a merchant lives on the interest or in-
come produced by his capital his business is successful and in
pPTrogress. Buﬂho sooner he begins to consume his capital than the
beginning of his decadence is reached and he inclines toward bank-
ruptecy. Hence 1t is customary amongst men of trade and tusiness
T0 say of one who draws on his capital for self-sustenance, (It is
all over with him.,' Now by the word of Christ, 'to him that hath
shall be given,' is meant briefly: To him that hath the capital
of Truth and Falth shell be given an increase of such when he
employs this capitel by living up to the requirements of TFaith,
and by communicating them to others in word and deed. Thus he
who is endowed with any degree of capacity and ability must con-
stantly exerf himself in order to increase them, or he will see
the beginning of failure and decadence. TFor this pause is like
unto consuming ones capital, or allowing his capacity to decrease
and thus fulfilling in himself the verdict, 'And from him that
hath not shall be taken eway even that he hath.'"

Florence Khanum spoke concerning a certain sect which is
interested in healing physical ailments and devoted to what is
called a better life than thét of the usuel sects. She then
aslked, "Are these people who claim to surpass the other Christian

sects in charity and good deeds to be considered possessors of a
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special excellence or afé they one of the new sects of Christian-
i1tyen

'Abdu'l-Beha answered in words to the following effect:
"Whetever good deeds man performs in this world have originally
inculoated by the Prophets and Menifestations of God. VWere it
not for the Prophets' teachings, man would remein ignorent and
heedless like unto the brute beasts. For instance, 1f out of ene
thousand sheep nine hundred and ninety-nine be slaughtered before
the eyes of each other, the last sheep would remain unmindful and
continue heedless, diligently engaged in greazing. Material Phil-
osophers say that they pgrform good deeds and therefore need no
religion; not knowing that thec.very 'Good Deeds!'! they claim to
perform have originally been taught by Divine Prophets. Hence
true excellence consists in acknowledging the Memifestations of
God and living up to their teachings. (For they set the standard
of a truly good life and enable men t0o perform Good Deeds.)"

"As to healing the ills of the tody and caring for the sick
and the poor. This 1s very good, but its effect or result is not
a permanent one. For when man is healed of one physical pain,
another will seoner or later affect himj; and finally as a result,
bodily death will overtake him, But the healing performed by the
Manifestation of God is of the Soul and is permanent, and tije Life
conferred by them is spiritual and thereforeikeeps man alive forever."

Florence Khanum asked: "If one is situated with a family or
a number of people who are in need of help and assistance, and one

should have tried his best to assist them with, however, no coopera-
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ation or encouragement on their part,- until one feels utterly impo-
tent to render them any further assistance,- should he still remain
with them and endeavor to offer them help, or should he leave them
and go after his own business?" 'Abdu'l-Baha answered: "Man is
responsible to the degree of his power and capacity." (That is,

man should do his best to help his fellowmen as much as it is
possible for him.)

He was further asked: "If one feels grieved at his failure
to help others much more than one actually could, while one had
the desire and intention of rendering them greater help, what
should he do?" 'Abdu;l—Baha said in part: "In this case, the fact
that one had the desire and the intention of helping is enough for
him. For 'God julges man's deeds according to the intention which
actuated them.' This authentic tradition has come down from the
Prophet, to wit: 'A men's intnetion or will 1s better then his act.!
This means that when a man has a good intention, that is, cherishes
the desire in his heart for e righteous act, it is impossible that
such an intention be anything but pure. Whereas, in acting, it is
possible that selfish reasons may have prompted it. For instance,
it is possible that a men performs a good deed with a view to per-
sonal interest; sush a good deed done is not seperated from hypoc-
risy snd insincerity. But when g man cherishes a good intention,
it is impossible that it be prompted by any prejjudice or be in-
tended for anything but good. In this sense, 'A man's intention is
better then his act.'"

He further said in part: "It is possible that men may have

& good intention to perform a worthy deed, but be without the means
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to execute 1t, For instance, a man may have the intention to
succor the poor and assist the orphan, but be without the necessary
means With whioch to carry it outs Such an intention will have its
effect in the world of Existence, and will be accepted in the King-
dom of God. And if a man be enabled to put it into deeds it will
be 'light upon light' (i.e. doubly acceptable, as is commonly ex-
pressed),"

We asked as to the filifference between Sagacity and Tntelli-
gence (or intellect). ‘'Abdu'l-Baha answered in part: "Sagacity
is a power which ensbles one to become cognizant of the existence
of a thing by means of the outward senses, or to feel the presence
of a thing through certéin outward signs. Tor instance, the slight-
est motion felt in a room makes one conscious of the presence of
some one upon the roof, without, however, knowing who or what or
whizh he or it may be. This is the limit ogr;nowing power of
Sagacity. (@) This 'sagacity' or 'Quickness of parts' is to be
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(@) The term "Zikavat" used by 'Abdu'l-Baha which is here trans-
lated "Sagacity" better corresponds to the terms "Quickness of parts"
or“the power of instinct," as differentiated from "Intellect" or
"Consclous intelligence™ which I give as equivalent to the word "Agl"

used here by 'Abdu'l-Baha.

met with in most animals, while in man this is found in aumuch less
degree. For instamce, if, during the night, some one enters your
house clandestinely, the man of the house may not feel conscious

oI such presence, while the dog of the house will instantly becone
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aware of it, Thus a dog is more sagacious than his master in the
matter of the power of $he Instinot, but the dog has no intellect
which is a gift particulear to men. But the intellect is a power
by whioch man ponders over things and secures tangible results from

them, (©) Among children, some comprehend things quickly, while
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(é) Or, as 'Abdu'l-Beha has said elsewhere, "The intellect iz a
power by which men comprehends the realities of things. Or, it is
a power by whioh man reasons from the part to the whole, or is con-

sciously led from premises to the conclusion."

others teke time to reach a conclusion. The former are called in-
telligent and are praised by some as being superior to the latter
who are laughed at and considered stupid. But often the child of
the latter class, who seems slow, is endowed with superior in-
tellect, andi;herefore needs to ponder over things before pro-
nouncing a judgment upon them, While having less sagecity and
quickness of parts as possessed by the other, he surpasses him in
real Intellect."

We asked 'Ahdu'l-Baha concerning Inthition, or what is
called "The Sixth Sense"™ (Or inner perception or imsight. I
translate 1t "inner perception" as this is nearer the sense orf the
word used by 'Abdu'l-Baha). He said in part: "Intuition (or inner
perception) is a power or a light by which men comprehends and per=~
ceives the realities of things without the mediumship of the out-
ward senses. To illustrate: There are four kinds of light: 1-

The outward (or phenomenal) light, which mekes things manifest or
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visible, but which does not discover them. 2~ The light of the
eye, or Eye-sight. This mekes things manifest and also discovers
them, but it does not coﬁprehend thems 3- The light of the In-
tellect (or reason). This light mekes things manifest, discovers
them, comprehends them, but things pre-exist it, (i.e., its ex-
istence is posterior to the creation of things). 4~ The Light
of Gode. It is the revealer of things (i.e., by it things are made
menifest), the discoverer of things, the comprehender of things,
and it precedes the oreation of all things and follows the exist-
ence of all things, as it is said, 'God is the Light of the
Heaven and Earth' (Quran).

"To be brief: The light which is the manifestor of things
mekes things menifest; the light which is the discoverer of things
discovers them; the lighf which is the comprehender of things com-
prehends things. Likewise, the outward faculties and senses of
men discover and perceive the appearance of things. But the light
of Intuition (or Inner Perception) is a light which comprehends
the realities aﬁd the core of things. Intuition (or Inner Per-
ception) means the Divine Universal EReason, and it comprehends and
grasps supernatural things and conditions which cannot be grasped
by the outward senses.

The Prophets and Divine Memifestations have taught that this
sense of Intaition, Inner Perception, or Innate Reason exists in
man, Fhilosophers are also in accord with the Prophets in this
matter, that is, to the degree of beleiving it possible that such
a power mag exist in men. For Philosophers do not deny  the ex-

istence of powers which are supernatural. But Prophets demonstrate
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the existence of this Inner Perception and Intuition in men in a
practical way., They show forth this power first in themselves by
inspiring men with the faculty of comprehending the realities of
things and grasping things supernatural." (That is, the Prophets
prove the existence of Intuition or Inner Reason, by showing forth
themselves such a comprehension which is beyond the power of any
mene. They also inspire their disciples with, and develop in them,
the same power., This is illustrated in the life, prophetic vision
and deeds of the Prophets and theilr true followers.

One morning, the Greatest Holy Leaf gave Rahim a gold ring
in which the Greatest Name engraved on a pretty black ageate was
mounted. This made my wife very happy. At luncheon she spoke of
this to 'Abdu'l-Baha and thanked Him for this great favor shown
to our Baby. 'Abdu'l-Bana said in part: "This Greatest Name ring
was the dearest of possessions to my sister. This is why she gave
it to your son." Then my wife thanked Him for His kindness to her
for the rest she was enjoying in the Household. He lovingly an-
swered: "We have done nothing for you and we have been sble to dc
nothing worth mention, btut we have heart-felt love and this is the
principle thing and of great importance,"

One morning, I wes in the presence of 'Abdu'l-Bahe with the
other pilgrims. A believer from one of the towns in the wicinity
of Akxa was also present. 'Abdu'l-Baha inquired of him concerning
a certain Turkish official, He sald that this official was now
imprisoned and closely guarded by four soliders; that he was not

allowed to see or converse with anyoge. ‘'Abdu'l-Baha, turning to
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us, said: "See, how for the sake of a trifling gain, people sub-
jeot themselves to terrible difficulties and suffering and trial,
though 1t gives them no result or benefit whatever. This is the
consequence of exerting ome's self to gain the things of the world.
But such 1s not the case 1n the Cause of God: for whoever takes a
single step or endures the least hardship for the sake of God, it
will never be lost or prove frultless. Consider, how many people
in this world have given life and property and sacrificed their
families to bondage and captivityl! But as they did not suffer
this in the path of God, they profited nothing, nor were their
names highly spoken of or even mentioned among them. But consider
Husayn who suffered martyrdom for the sake of God. He was refused
water by his enemies, Hls famlly were made captives. But his very
cry for water at the time of death was so far reaching that it still
tings in the ears of the multitudes,- <for he suffered martyrdom for
the sake of God. On the other hand, consider the war between Jepan
and Russia: How about one million people perished during that war,
either in actual battle, or from disease, or from fatigue in the
~ deserts and mountains! Yet no one hesrs any mention of them, although
there were many men of fame and glory among them. But when a single
person suffers martyrdom in the Cause of God and gives up family and
property, his neme and mention continue forevér. For he suffered
this for en lmmortal Cause and endured trials for a Divine purpose."
Speaking on the same theme 'Abdu'l-Baha continued: "When we
were in Tihran, Mirza Aqa.Khan of Nur was the Prime Minister, and
the Nuri family held official honors and positions, and had a great

distinction among men. A4 little while, and that court of glowoy wes
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closed and it became the turn of Amin-id-Dawlih of Kashan to be

the appointed Prime Minister. His carpet was also folded up and
his time endeds Then Mirza Husayn Khan "The Commander in Chief"®
was given the rein of affairs., He too passes away and was no more.
Then Mustewfi-ul-Mamalik baceame the Premier. He too went by and
his time changed. Finally Amin-us-Sultan beceme Prime Minister.

He too weat by, his carpet of fame was folded up. (o)
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(8) At the time 'Abdu'l-Baha spoke these words, Amin-us-Sulten was
in Europe. A year hence, 1906-1907, he was recalled to Tihran and
reappointed Prime Minister, but he was assissinated in the sane

year., Hence the prophetic words of 'Abdu'l-Baha.
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"To be brief: All these events transpired. Men came and men
went by. But during ell these transformations and changes in Persis,
we have contimued here in a uniform con#fition, occupied with our own
affairs without suffering any change of position. All this, because
our whole interest is confine%ato the Cause of God, and we have no
attachment to the things ofkﬁie world." Then reverting to the Turk-
ish official, He said: "This officiel suffered such hardships and
imprisonment for the mere reason that he had a salary of one thousand
plastres, and he wished to raise it to fifteen hundred."

In the evening at ginner, AAbdu'l-Baha inquired of Mr. Harris.

I spoke of him highly and praised him because of his eloguence and
service to the Cause, 'Abdudl-Baha was rejoiced and, referring to

the false statements of the Naqidin, He said to us in part: "See

how Mirza Muhammad Ali has said that 'Aga (i.e., 'Abdu'l-Baha Him-
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self) has abolished and effaced the Cause of Godl" By the life of
God, see you whether I,- who have caused the Cause of the Blessed
Perfection to reach the East and theWest until numerous devoted
and eloquent souls like Mr., Harris have appeared therein,- have
effaced the Cause, or Mirze Muhammaed Ali who has done &0 much harm
by arising against me!™ On the same subjeot He said in part® "That
Beha'u'llah appointed me the Center of His Cuvenant was not because
I was His Son, Nay, I swear by His Holy Spirit, that had He found
a negro of Zanzibar more capable than I am, He would have appointed
him preferably to mel..."

"Mirza Muhammad Ali exerted his utmost to bring about my exile
from Akka, in the vain hope that in my absence the believers would
obey him, or that he would be protected! But he is too heedless to
know that in case my life is destroyed, he too shall be afflicted
with a great calamityee.. Mirza Muhammad All went even so far as to

occasion the shedding of my blood. That is, he sent Jamal (©) direct-
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(¢) One of the Chief Magiohin.
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ly from here to Tihran. The latter went to the Ottoman Ambassador

and sald that he 'had lived for years in the Turkish countries and en-
joyed the blessings of peace and freedom under that government; that
he had thereby become such a well-wisher of Turkey that inoorder to
expréss'his gratitude to the authorities, he deemed it his duty to
inform them of a matter which is vital to the protection of Turkey,'
eto, Then he sald to the Ambassador of that 'vital matter' to wit:
"t'4bbas Effendi had brought the British people into Akka and is con-

_sidering turning over Syria to Britiamn, that he is In cooperation
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with the young Turk party, the Sultan's enemies,' etC...

"To be brief, by stating such falsehoods, Jamal stirred up’
such sedition and made such misrepresentations it seemed very diffi-
cult to explain or remedy them! Finally to prove the utter falsity
of such asgsertéavisns, Jinabi Adilih (one of the venerable Baha'i
teachers in Tihran) gave a copy of the *Book of Agdas" to the Turk-
ish Ambassador to see for himself. We too sent direotly to the con-
fidants of the Sultan two hundred and fifty petitions, letters re-
céived by us from the American Beha'is, for his consideration. Thus
it was made known to him that our work is wholly of a spiritual nature
and that our mission is entirely removed from such accusations; and
that by the Commend of the Blessed Perfection we are obedient to
governments and are far from seditions."

Referring to the two trips to India teken by Muhammad Ali for
seditious purposes during the life-time of Baha'u'llah, and to the
fact that he even tried to set up a party by the help of Bazir (who
became & Naqiz) against the Covenant, 'Abdu'’l-Baha said in part: "I
swear by His Holy Spirit that one day Beha'u'llah called me to Him
saying, 'Agal 'Aqal! (@) See how limited 1s your brothet's intelli-

(¢) 1.e., Master, Master!, the term by which Baha'u'llah addressed
'Abdu'l-Baha

gence, for a man like this Nazir has succeeded in leading him twice
to India and bringing him back.'" (¢)
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(¢) This refers to the plots in which Muhammad Ali and Nazir were

engaged to prepare the way for sppremacy and become the leader of

p—
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the Cause after the Departure of Baha'u'llah. Bahatu'llash knew of
these too well, as 1is testified by many Tablets and incidents, es-
pecially by the Revelation of the "Book of His Covenant" prior to
His departure, in which He clearly appoints 'Abdu'l-Beha as the One
t0 whom all, ineluding the Branches, are to turn for light and

guldance,
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One morning while speaking on various topies, 'Abdu'l-Baha
said in part: "Votiagsls a practical means for the settlement of
any matters under consideration, especially because those who de-
liberate may naturally advance various opinions pertaining to it."

He then dwelt at length upon the subject of the House of
Justice, and spoke words to the following effect: "The House of
Justice is so mighty an organization that no one shall have the
right to resist or oppose it, By that is meant the Universal House
of Justice. That is, when all the local Houses of Justice of the
@ifferent countries will be represented in the organization of a
General House of Justice, that Housé wihll rule over all. For such

be
a House of Justice shall under the protection and infallibility of

N
the Blessed Perfeotion and favored by His confirmation."
In this connection I asked concerning infallibility, whether
by this is intended the Power of the House of Justice to do and
order that which it willeth, or whether it refers to another state. (©)
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(6) In the Tablet of Infallibility preceding the Tablet of Ishraqat-_
my translation-- Baha'u'llah speaks of the Infallibility of the Mani-

festations of God to be their unquestioned authority to do that which
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they will or desire, for they are Menifestations of the Almighty,
who is the possessor of Omnipotence and unquestioned authority.
Beha'u'llah has conferred such absolute authority upon the House
of Justice. For it is a foundation which safe~guards the order
and unity of the world and the peace of society, and it would fall
short of this vital accomplishment were its authority to be guest-

ioned by any one.
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'Abdu'l-Baeha said in part: "Infalkibility is of two kinds; (1)
Intrinsic or immediate Infallibility, (2) conferred, extrinsic or
mediate Infallibility., Intrinsic or immediate Infallibility means
that God, exalted is His Glory, and noge else save Him has any por-
tion thereof. He is the doer of that which He willeth. And His
Infallibility is especialized to His Universel Manifestations who
appear at the head of each great Cycle,

"The conferred, extrinsic or mediate Infallibility is that
of those Holy Sduls whq are under the proteotion of the Divine Mani-
festations, for preservation from error is conferred upon souls &s
a pure gift of God, God's Infallibility is intrinsic, whereas that
of the Holy Souls under the protection of His Manifestations is ex-
trinsic, for it is acquired as a gift or quality from them. For in-
stance, the light of the Sun is intrinsic or immediate, but the
light of the planets is acquired from the Sun and is therefore ex-
trinsiec., The light of the Sun 1s independent of the plenet, while
that of the planet 1s dependent upon the light of the Sun. To be
brief, God will raise pure, righteous and sincere beings for the

Housé of Justice who will be under His protection and the decrees
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of the House of Justice shall be effective in all matters not es-
peclally 'provided for in the Book.'"

Being asked as to the sex of itsumembership, 'Abdu'l-Baha
answered: "The membership of the House of Justice shall be all men."
Being asked if the members of the General House of Justice will be
nine in number, He answered: "The membership is not limited to
nine. Nay, nine is the minimum number and it will gradually be in-
creased nine by nine. For instance, it will be raised to numbers
which are multiples of the number nine, such as eighty-one which is
equal to nine times nine, and so forth." Supplementary to the above
utterances, I hereby translate an important Tablet, ooncerning the
House of Justice, revealed by ‘'Abdu'l-Baha, for a Persian believer
in the early years of this century:

He Is Al-Abhal
O thou who art holding fast unto the hem of the Covenant!

Thy letter came and the questions mentioned therein were con=-
sidered. 4++. Thou hast asked as to the wisdom of the formulation
of certain important laws having been (in this Manifestation) rele-
gated to the care of the House of Justice. It is to be known pri-
marily that this Divine Dispensatiom is a purely spirituel and merci-
ful one dealing with the things of the soul. It has hardly any di-
rect relation with the physical and temporal affairs or with the
worldly oconceras. Similarly, the Dispensation of Christ was a purely
spirituel one. In the whole of the Gospel, excepting the law pro=-
hibiting divoree and the reference made to the Abolition of the
(Jewish) Sabbath, all laws were spiritual ones and directed to the

cultivation of divine morals, Thus it was said, "The Son of Man
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has not come to judge the world.™

Now this Most Great Cycle is also purely spiritusl and con-
fers the Life Eternal. For the basic principle of the Cause of God
is to purify morals, to beautify attributes and to moderate and ad-
just (Humen) manners. And by this it is intended that beings veiled
from the Truth may attain the station of Meeting, and darkened and
imperfect souls may be illumined.

As to other laws (than those which concern the spiritual side
of men), these are secondary to Certitude, Faith, Inner conviction,
and Knowledge., Nevertheless, because this blessed Cycle is the
greatest of All Divine Cyoles, (laws concerning) all temporal as
well &s spirituad matters are lald down therein with the utmost
power and authority. Consequently principle questions which con-
stitute the chief foundatitn of the Law of God have been enacted and
written (in the Book); but secondary questions (or those of less in-
portaence than the principal laws), have been referred to the House
of Justice, The wisddm of the latter case is this that times do not
always continue the same, and that change and vicissitudes are among
the essentlal charaoteristiocs of the world of time and place. There-
fore the House of Justice will act and order (those non-principal
cases) in accord with the requirement of the times.

Moreover, let it not be supposed that the House of Justice
will settle any matter in accord with its own thought and opinion. T

ask forgiveness from Godt (o) Nay, the House of Justice will ex-

(o) This expression means, "Nol Far from iti®
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_ecute laws and settlements through the Confirmation and Inspiration
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of the Holy Spirit. For this House of Justice is under the pPro-
tectlon, preservation and keeping of the Pre-existent Beauty (i.e.,
Baha'u'llah), and whatever it may decide must be followed by all as
& fixed necessity and as a decreed obligatory duty, and there is no
other refuge (or choice) fo: any one.

Say, O peoplelZ Verily the greatest (or universal) House of
Justice is under the w;ngs_of Our Lord the Clement, the Merciful,
that 1s, under His protection, supervision, preservation and guard-
ianship, For verily He hath commanded the assured believers to obey
that pure end sanctified Body and that Holy and Mighty Gathering.
Its dominion 1s heavenly and divine, and its ordinances are spiritual
and inspired.

To be brief, this 1s the purpose and wisdom of committing such
civil laws (or secular, adwinistrative ordinances) to the care of
the House of Justice.

Similarly in the Religion of the Quran, all laws were not re-
vealed es Sacred Texts; nay, even the tenth of the tenth of a tenth
of them was not revealed (by the Prophet). Although the principel
questions of importance were revealed, yet most assuredly some helf
a million of its laws were not put down (in the Book). Subsequently,

these were legislated through the "Method of Analogy". (e) During
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(¢) Or rules of deducting new laws from essential roots as revealed

in the Text.

the early legislations, various individuals among the leglslators
advanced different opinions through their various applications of

..the method of Analogy, and these were enforced as laws.
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No such lesiglation is entrusted to the body of the House of
Justice and any deduction and selection (of laws by the "Method of
Analogy") by any individual doctor of laws is of no importance, un-
less it is subpitted for spproval to the House of Justice. The

difference (e) is this that by submitting such analogical deduction
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(e) Between this system and that of legislation through analoglicel
deduction by individual doctors as was the case with subseguent

legislation in Islam.
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for the epproval of the House of Justice, no disagreement will arise
among different legilslators; for the members of the House of Justice
are elected and trusted by the whole community; while legislation
based on individual doctors! analogical deductions will necessarily
result in discordant opinions and conduce to indecision, inharmony
and dissension, destroying the oneness of the Word and the unity of
the Religion of God and skaking the foundation of the Law &f God.

As to the matter of Matrimony: This is entirely one of the
laws of civil soclety, and yet its conditions have been revealed and
its essentials explained iﬁ the Law of God (Book of Agdas, etc.).
But the marriage of kinérolk has not been revealed in its details,
and this matter has beeﬁ.reiérred to the House of Justice to settle
according to the rules of Civilization and in keeping with wisdom
and medical sclence and with the requirements oftéhé\human nature.
There is no doubt that in accord with the rules of Civilization,
medical science and human nature, the marriage of remote individuals
(or non-relative or distane relatives) is better than the merriage

of near kin. Although in the Law of Christianity the marriage of
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kinsfolk is in reality alloweble, for & law prohibiting it has not
been revealed in the Book,- yet due to the gbove consideration, the
early Christian Councils prohibited the marriage of relations. Other-
wise, this would be in forece in all the sects of Christianity even at
present, for this question is a purely civil (or secular) one.

In short, whatever decision the House of Justice may mske in
this ﬁatter, it will be a conclusive and inviolahle Divine Law, and
no one shall depart therefrom. With due consideration, you will
clearly see how this matter of relegating civil (or secular) legls-
lation to the House of Justice is in accord with a great wisdom. For
whenever & new difficulty may arise, and an unexpected phase may come
up in a guestion already decided by the House of Justice, a special
sesslon of the House can again be called to decide upon the new case
under consideration, and remove the unforeseen difficulty. For the
House of Justice has also the guthority to abolish a decision that
it itself has already made.

Such special phase in legislature was also allowed in the Quran,
for it was referred to the Judgment (or will) of the Man of Authority
(i.ee¢, & ruler, chief, or head). No rules were revealed in the Qurén
concerning the different degrees or the limit of its application, but
it was relegated to and made dependent upon the opinion of the "Chief
Exectitive", whose authority in the matter included the pronouncing of
verdicts and even the death sentence; for the administration of affairs
the the Islam community mostly revolve around this axis.

To be brief, the foundation of this Most Breat Dispensation has
teen laid in such a eomprehensive menner that its laws and ordinances

are agreeable to and in accord with all future cycles and ages. It is



3L~

not like wnto the laws of the former Religions, the epplication of
which 1s impossible and impracticable at the present time. For in-
stance, consider the laws of the Torah (the 0ld Testament) which it
is impossible to execute in this dday; for they contain ten death
sentences. Likewlise in accord with the Law of the Quran, the hand
of a man who may steal ten Dirhams is to be amputated. It is now
impossible to execute such. No, by the Life of Godl

But this Holy and Divine Law (The Baha'i Revelation) is in
accord with all times, éges-and cycles. e etc.,

Upon thee be Al-Baheal
(8ig.) 'A. 'A.

One day, 'Abdu'l-Baha, speaking of the early stages of the
Cause in America, sald in part: "That which is always the cause
of inharmony and delays the progress of the Cause of God is love
for leadership and self-interest, Those who sherish such tendencies
imagine that these will be concealed from others, But they know
not that if anyone possess a quality, whether praisewodthy or ob-
jectionable, it is impossible that it may not become known to others,
sooner or later. ITf it“reméin cdnoealed today, it will be exposed
tomorrow. And if a man do not pessess a certain quality, he cannot
persuade others of his possession therof by dint of proclaiming it,.

"That which is conducive to the progress of souls, is humility
and meekness, gentleness and evanescence. Lvery ilndividual nmust
suppose another to be the possessor of a gift of which he himself
is deprived. This will cause evéry one to be humble and meek be-

‘fore another., One must not think of becoming & leader, If anyone
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imagineshimselr the possessor of this or that high quality, end

of certain superior powers not possessed by o¢thers, this will fill
him with pride and haughtiness. But when each one supposes the
other to be the possessor of a high gift, and therefore humbles
himself before him, by this means all men will become humble before
one another and love for leadership will wholly venish, This then
will oonduce to the progress of individuals and to the advancement
of the Cause of God. But he who entertains the desire to live for
leadership will in the énd'be deprived. He will never succeed to
serve the Ceuse of Gode. For instance, everyone in Persia praises
Haji Mirze Heydar Ali in writing to us., But everyone used to com-

plain of Jamal in their letters. (o) The reason was that Haji was
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() Jemal was the Beha'l teacher who always posed as a leader and
tried to exact homage from all. He became a Nagidh after the de-
parture of Baha'u'llsh.
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humtle and meek before all, He has been highly successful in the
service of the Cause, and all believers love him. But Jamal was dis-
liked by all because of his haughtiness, and you see what he came to
in the end, ” |

"To be brief: each one of the believers in mentioning the other
must praise and speak highly of him. On a certain occasion some of

the believers inquired of Haji Siyyid Yahya of Darab (@) concerning
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(%)
Jin&bl-Bab-ul-Bahhpnd his character., He answered, 'O that I were as
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(%) Babiul-Bab was Mulla Husayn Boshroul, the first believer in the
Bab's Message.
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worthy as a single hair of his body.' This was the BGegree of his
meekness, though he--Aga Siyyid Yayha--was of so high and lofty &
renk (while & pontiff) that whenever he went to Tihran over thirty
thousand Mullas, grandees and other city people would go out of town
to meet him and show him the utmost respeot.

"Upon another occasion Babiul-Bab was asked concerning Aga Siy-
vid Yahya, and he answered, 'I can not be counted as worthy as the
dust of his feet.' To be brief, this is the meaning of meekness and
humbleness, and this 1s the highest attribute of the people of faith.

"One evening Hazrati Quddus (e) went to the house of the Bab-
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(e) The great soul who led the Babis in the Shaykha Tabarsi fortress.
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ul-Bab. In fﬁbse days, Hazratl Quddus was not recognized as a man
of high rank and &uthority. He was only accounted as a religious
scholar. Bab-ul-Bab occupied the highest seat, and Jinabi Quddus
ocoupled a place .near the door. During that night various conver-
sations and explanations took place between the two, This acquainted
Bab-ul-Bab with fhe lofty degree of knowledge possessed by the young
scholar, as a consequence of which he made himself humble before him.
On the following morning, when the party of the preceding day went
again into the presence of Bab-ul~Bab, they discovered a great change:
They found the young soholar occupying the highest seat, while in his
presence s8tood Bab-ul-Beb with thw utmost humility and meekness.

"Tao bé brief: the principal thing in the Cause of God is
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humility, meekness and service to the Cause, and not leadership.
I remember once when I was a child, I was in the arms of Jinabi
Tahirih (Qurret-ul-Ayn), and while AqaSiyyld Yeshya of Darab was
outside the room. He possessed great learning and was a man of
high endowments. Among okher things, he knew thirty thousand
traditions and quoted verses of the Quran in demonstration of
the Bab's Manifestation. Jinabi Tahirih, addressing herself to
him said: 'Oh, Jinabi Siyyid! Bring forth a deed if thou art =
men of mighty action.' (Quran) Hearing this, Aqa Siyyid Yahya
was suddenly so 1mpresaéd that he beceme submissive and humble.
It then dawned upon him that the matter is a different matter,
and that it is not only to prave the claim of the Bab, but to
sacrifice one's life in spreading His Teachings. He traveled and

taught the Truth in various cities until he finally suffered nmartyr-

dom."

One day, while in His Holy presénce, I spoke of Mrs. Watson
end oertain other American believers who, notwithstanding physical
allments and paucity of worldly means,'are so devotedly active in
the service of the Cause that it is a matter of astonishment to all.
TAbdu'l-Baha said in paft: "This is one of the conditions of the
teachers of the Truth; he must possess pure severance, so that his
words ma& produce such an effect on khe hearers that even if they
do not become believers and approve the Truth, yet they will be inm-
pressed by his sincerity and devotion, and testify that he has no
attachment whatsoever to the world@d, and his only purpose is Truth.,"

Then He gave the following 1llustration:



35~

"During the years of (Baha'u'llah's residence at) Baghdad,
word was brought that Mirza Yahya Khan, the Governor of Mazinda-
ran, a nephew of Mirza Aga Khan of Nur, the Prime Minister, had
come to perform the pilgrimage of the Shrines (at Karbila and

Najaf, etc.), and that he was now in Kazimeyn. (e) Because of
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(e) A city within three miles of Baghdad, where two of the twelve

Imems are buried.

former acquaintance the Blessed Perfection bade me go and call up-
on him, On arriving at his house, I found Siyyis Ibrehim, a Muham-
maden Mujtahid, weas caliing on the Perslian Grandee, and was engaged
in various conversations. Among other things, he asked the Xhan as
to the destination of his Journey. In answer he named it to be
Najaf (where the Tomb of-Ali is situated). The Siyyid said, '0Oh

nol} Now that you have come this far, it is well that you go also

to Mecoa end heve me also in your company to the pilgrimage of that
Sacred Spote.!' The Khan answered, that as manifold occupations
awaited him in Persias, he was bound to be back in that country with-
in three or four months, but that after returning thither and trans-
acting his business, he hoped, God willing, he would start for the
pilgrimsege of Mecca in the following year, etc. The Mujtaehid again
persisted in his attempt to persuade the Khan by saying how many
people had come this far and returned in hope of coming back at a
future time eand proceeding toward Meoca, and how they either had
died or were unable to return and figéii};%ele deprived of visiting

the House of Godl etc, etc.

"To be brief: He finally succeded to the point of persuading



36~

the Khan to 'Consult the Quran' and then to act accordingly. (e)
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(¢) This means taking omen from the verse appearing at the top of
the pege, when opened at random. This form of taking omsn is fre-

quently practised by Muslims in Persia.
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The Khan consented and ordered the Quran to be brought., The Mujta-
hid, himself performing the ablution of the face and hands, took
the Quran and opened 1t for consultation. But to the utter amaze-
ment of the Siyyld, the verse at the top of the page, on which de-
pended the whole decision, was a prohibitive verse, that is, a
verse which seriously advised against the proposed ynderteking.
For a whole quarter of an hour, the Siyyld was lost in meditation,
wondering what to say and what to do. Finally he seid the verse
was subjeot also to a different interpretation and he explained it
in such a way as to mean a decisive command. Nevertheless, the
Khan protested while astonished at the liberty teaken by the Siyyid
in controverting the meaning of the verse. In reply, the Siyyid,
intent upon proving his own position, offered to cite an illustra-
tion, He began by saying: 'When Siyyid Alli Muhammed the Bab...!
No sooner had he mentioned the name Babuthan Mirza Yahya Khan
realized theat the Siyyid did not know me, and that he might offend
me if sllowed to continue talking agelnst the Cause. In order to
avoid such an awkward dilemma, the Khan seemed determined to make
a sign to the Siyyid in order to stop him. As I wished to hear
what the Siyyid would say in regard to the Bab, I so fastened ny
eyes upon the Khan that he found it impossihle to use a gesture to

‘the Siyyid without my notlcing it. So he wes oblized to rersin
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silent, and the Siyyid continued: 'When the Bab appeared, and his
followers were on their way to the fortress of Shaykh Tabarsi,

there was a man in Karbila (o) called Naji Muhemmad Taqi of Kirman

(e) 1In Iraq.
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who was also one of the Bab's followers. He was, however, a man

of lofty character, and showed forth all the high attributes of the
people of ¥aith, That is, he was well known for faithfulness, rec-
titude, trustworthiness, sincerity, generosity, charity and obed-
lence to the Divine Laws. As he was also a man of means, he greatly
assisted poor religlous students with funds. In short, he was so
perfect in his life and deeds, that no one could find the least

flaw or defeot in his character, But alas! such a hoble soul was

a Babi, and was intent upon traveling to the fortress of Shaykh
Tebarsi to Jjoin the rank of hils co-religionists. The Muslen
Doctors and the Mullas in Karbila who knew him to be such a good
man, did their utmost to prevent him from the error of following

the Cause of the Bab &nd trgveling to Persia. But he would bring
many proofs egf thetBebtruth of the Bab's o¢lalm and persisted in
going to Persia to help His followers. The Mullas who were extreme-
ly anxious for ﬁis saelvation, vainly endeavored to prove #¢é him his
ignorance and his error. Finally they persuaded him to accompany
them to the Shrine of Husayn and steand with all humility before

the Imam's Tomb, and after earnest prayer, to open the Sacred Volume
and ask for guidance in the matter., They agreed, that if the verse .
should con%ain a commend, the Haji would be convinced of the right-

“—eousness of the Csuse and proceed on his Journey, without emny further
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interference on their part.

"To be brief: At dawn a body of the Mullas, accompanied
by the Haji, proceeded to the Holy Shrine, and after chanting
the visiting Téhlet, and performing the morning prayer, they
made the following wish: "0 Holy Imam! We pray that thou make
clear to us through the verse in the Sacred Volume that we are
about to consult, if this Bab is in error or his claim is true
and samctioned by God."

"!'Then they took the Quran and opened it with all reverence,
when, lol the verse in thelr answer was the following: "Whoever
turns aeside from my Admonition, verily, he shall lead a miserable
life," (K. S. 20) This verse astounded all the Mulles present.
For they had all heard that in those days the Bab had already de=-

clared himself %0 be "The Admonition (i.e., Dhikr) of God." (o)
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() The above verse is pronounced by many of the past commentators

of the Quran to be a clear reference to the Manifestation of ga‘im.
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Great uproar and agitation arose among them, and they knew not
what course to pursue. At last, they attempted to offer an explan-
ation, They said: "The Quranic verses are of two kinds; 'Per-
spicuous Verses' and 'Ambiguous Verses.' And now this verse is

not to be taken in its literal sense. Nay, we should imserpret

the word, 'Admonition', to be the 'Holy Religion of Muhammad' and
not a reference to the Bab,"' The Siyyid resumed: 'To be brief,
Haji Muhemmad Taql would not listen to any further explanation,

for the verse had added to his conviction. He, therefore, started

- for Persia to join the Babls at Shaykh Tabarsi. He, however, did
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not reach his destination, for upon his aerrival in Tihran he was
arrested and put to deaﬁh as a Babit'

Then 'Abdutl-~Baha continued: "I turned to the Siyyid and
said, '0, eminent Sir} What is your authority in considering the
above verse as being "an ambiguous verse," needing an allegorical
interpretation? Do you not know that all autnoritative commenta-
tors of both the Shi'ah and Suni Schools have considered this a
"perspicuous verse?"' The Slyyid answered haughtily, ®We have the
authority and the right to interpret the last verse as an ambigupus
one, and we also have the right to interpret the present verse
dealing with the Khan's pilgrimege to lMecca, in & similar way.!' T
answered: 'You are plainly wrong in your interpretation of both
verses. For by ambiguoﬁs vérses is memant those whosecliteral sense
is not in accord with the fundamental principles of the Law. Such
verses are therefore lieble to an allegorical interpretation. By
perspicuocus verses 1is meant those whose'literal sense is plainly
in sccord with the generel laws and fundamental rules of Faith.
Such verses are therefore taken literally.' This explenation ad=-
monished the Siyyid to some extent.

"Somteime after, this Siyyid Ibrahim attained to the Presence
of the Blessed Perfection. During subsequent years, I heard Siyyia
Huhammad of Isfahan say that this Siyyid finally became devoted to
the Cause of Xarbela., For when Siyyid Muhammad had called on him,
he had returned the call and expressed hls love for the Truth. This
story was dited-to illustrate the fact that although Siyyid Ibrahim
considered Hoji Mirza Muhammad Taqi of Kirman a man of error relig-

iously, yet he fully testified to his lofty character and noble life.
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Thus the Baha'is must live such a perfect life among men, that even
those who will not see this Truth or believe in it, would not fail
to be impressed by the ngbel life they live as Baha'is."

One night at dinner, 'Abdu'l-Basha spoke 3oyfully.of ny wife
as one endowed with great Faith., He testified to her sincerity,
faithfulness and assurance in the most impressive tone of voice.

He Bnded by saying: "This 1s the meaning of Faith! This 1s but
true Faith, ©She is indeed possessed with perfect assurance. She
shall indeed rest, she shall indeed enjoy perfect peace."

Speaking at length concerning true faith, 'Abdu'l-Baha spoke
thus: "When man has faith, even the mountains of the world can
not oppose him, nay, he bears every trial and calamity, and nothing
can conduce to hls weakness, But one who is not a true believer,
and does not possess real falth will lament over the least dis-
appointuent and complain of the slightest thing which mey wmar his
pease and pleasure. When in compeny with the Blessed Perg@ection
we arrived in Constantinople as exiles, we were all filled with jJoy
and gladness and enjoyed great peace of mind. Then wWhen we were
removed to Adrianople we still continued in the same spirit in our
new place of exile. Bone among us offered any complaint, except
three persons: Mirze Yahya (48dl) who was extremely downhearted
and confused: Siyyld Muhbemad &f Isfahan; end Haji Mirza Ahmad of

Kashen., (o) These three constantly complained of the hardships

~~and ﬁéﬁhé?éd'agd troubled the believers. At least Mirza Yahya and
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Haji Siyyid Muhemmad of Isfahan appeared morbiid and sullen without
complaining openly to others; they only seemed dissatified and lost
in melancholy., But Hgji Mirza Ahmad, though a brother of Jinabi
Zebih (one.of the great Baha'il Martyrs) constankly troubled the
believers with fits of impatience, complained of the violence of
the cold weather, and the severlty of the snow and frost, often
saying sarcastically; 'Though I often said at Baghdad that this
Shaykh Aﬁbul Husayn Mujtahid is busily engaged in making trouble
for us, in company with the Persian Consul, working for our exile,
no one listened or heeded my warnings. Now you all see how they
brought about our exile to this wretohed plade, and afflicted us
with greeat calamities in these cold countries. And now we are
God's falthful servents and must need suffer these trialsi' etoc.
"To be brief, He so constantly found fault with everything
and showed impatience, that on several occaslons the believers
were provoked to the point of beaeting him, so that he might per-
haps abandon us and leave the place. But each time I prevented
them from so doing. But the rest uf us, who were over fifteen in
number and yet were obliged to live in one single room, were never-
theless filled with joy and composure} for we were blessed with
exile for the sake of the Cause of God, And in order %o pass the
time, each day one of us cooked & certain dish for the rest to
enjoy. So the severe winter went by and ;n the course of a few
months the snow and cold passed away and fhe femous delectable
spring-time of Rumelia came on. Then the weather was so delight-

ful, that even the above Haji Mirza Ahmad begen to praise the

—.glorious air of Rumelia,
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"To be brief; 4&s he had no faith, he could not endure the
winter or restrain himself from complaining and remain patient
until the cold weather would be superseded by fine weather.

"Now this is the difference between a man of Faith and one
without Faith. A man of Faith endures every hardship and suffer-
ing with patience and self-restraint. But one without Faith be-
wails and mourns, and utters complaint. e has no power to en-
dure hardships and faills to think of the fubure when better times

will come as a substitute for present hardships. {e3}
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{63+ In these utterances we later saw a prophetic vision into the
suffering my wife was to endure in Persia, during her long ill.
ness, the perfect patience she showed during that period and the
coming of spring-time which brought on sufficient change Tor the
better in the invalid, to allow bur return to this country, where
once again she was restored to perfect health. These words of
'Abdh'l-Baha proved my chief stand-by during the many weeks when
I was in constant attendance in nmy wife's sick-room. For nothing
but the prophetic meddre of these words spoken months before,
could convince me that my wiie would survive what seemed to be

unfailing signs of an imminent death!

During our visit there was in Akka a Zoroastrian BashB'i from
India, named Mihrdban, who was a strong athletic young man. One
day on his way to the‘Ridhvan in company with other pilgrims, he

—.and a Baha'li Siyyid from Persia started towwrestle together. The



Zoroastrian, believing in his superior strength, underestimeted
his opponent's physical eability. So,the wrestling which started
in a pleasantry ended by giving the Zoroastrian youth a broken
leg., He was obliged to remain in Akka and treat his leg for a
number of weeks before he was able to return to his country. On
our arrivel he was beginning to go on crutches to 'Abdu'l-Baha's
fouse daily with the other pilgrims. He was, however, extremely
happy over his broken leg which had allowed him such a long stay
in Akka, Besides, 'Abdu'l-Baha had visited him offten at lusafir
Xhenih to inguire after his health.

One evening I was in the Holy Presence with other pilgrims
including the Zoroastrian young man. 'Abdu'l-Baéha spoke of Ilir-
reban and how a broken leg which was a great physical suffering
became the means for the great joy the Zoroastrian's long stay
in the Holy City gave him. He then continued in part: M"iany a
tine, & calamity becomes the means 0 a bounty. Not until men
has endured hardship because of a thing will he appreciate the
full value of the thing. The more one suffers on account of an
object, the greater he realizes its worth. It is said in the
gquran: 'They will never attain (unto Divine Bounty) except
through severe trials.' The more you search the earth and the
deeper you dig into its bos&m with the plough, the more fertile
it tecomes. For the people of Faith, ocakbamities, trials and
tribulations are conducive to spiritual progress; provided one
endures them patiently and with severance for all else save God.
It is sald in the Quranf. 'bid ye suppose that ye will enter the

~ Paradise, but when trials, similar unto those suffered by men



before you, come upon you, you were overcome with grief and
afflictions?' Nan qannot find intoxication without drinking
Irom his cup. Men cannot take part in the hilerity of those
drunk from the wine of the love of God without quaffing the
cup of calamity. The more you beat the iron, the sharper it
becomes; the longer you subject gold to red-hot fire, the
purer and clearer it becomes,

"Even among the people of the world, and even in worldly
pursuits, triels and tests paly a similar parte. The more a man
endures hardship in a matter and the more trials one meets in
learning a handicraft, the more experienced and skillful he be-
comes therein., DBut a man who spends his days in qguiet and ease
never attains a high degree tn any matter. Once & great general
told us the following story: 'While still a novice and a youth
inexperienced in the art of war, I led an army corps to battle
in company with other young officers. As soon as we encountered
the enemy who gave us battle, we became wholly confused, and
knowing of naught else, we turned our back to the battle and set
to flight, While rumning for our lives, we were met by some
veberan soldiers, who bore the scars of many wars., They asked,
"0 ye our officers! Where are you fleeing? Ye are our generals
end leaders, Return and command us to repel the eneny and we
will obey you, and the day will end in our favori" Ve were en-
ccuraged, returned, led our troops and won the battle.' Now you
see how tried and experienced soldiers could stwxsggihien and in-
spire their generals with courage. This is the worth of tests

and trials, and the benefit of hardships and sufferingl! Trials



and teilbulations cause a true believer to ascend unto high stations.
One must therefore, know their value and wish for whatever suffer-
ing may befall us in the path of God., His Holiness the Suprene

(The Bab) has said in one of His supplications: 'Were it not to

suffer calamities in the path of Love (e) I would never haveaccept-
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ed to be born into this world.! This is the worth of trials in the
path of Godi"

One evening 'Abdu'l-Baha was in the little garden outside the
housd. A number of us pilgrims were present. Calling attention to
trees and flowers he had planted, He said in part: "This was a
place of dirt and refuse and loathsome to look upon. During the

days when Akka was in confusion (#) and the whirl-wind of tests was
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() Referring to the troubles of the previous year.,
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violent, and a rumor pewsisted that they were about to banish us to
a remote place, we were engaged in planting thesé trees and flowers,

end leying out this garden. Now this has become such a delightful

=]

place. How surprising indeed is the assertion made by soue people

that existence needs no traineri Vere it not for the direct result

of care and training, this place would have ever remeained a heap of
dirt and refuse." Then He walked toward the house, followed Ty us all.
In the sitting-room downstairs, He resumed the above conversation
toithe following effect: "While numerous obstacles were pending

from all directions and great valamities surrounded us, we TOOK up
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the building of the Bab's Holy Tomb oh Mt., Carmel. Ve also attend-
ed to the much needed repairing of other places, The Sacred Housé
of the Holy Bab at Shiraz needed much repairing; and yet the people
were so violently aroused against the Cause in the City and made so
mucp trouble, that the believers could not even pass through the
street in which the House is situated,- how nmuch less to be allowed
to work at it. The populace revolted against the Baha'ls to such
an extent, that even the Governor was made incapable of checking
thems He finally sald that nothing could be done, and that the
Baha'is should quit the city in order to save themselves., Such was
the news we received at the time from Shiraz., But we notified then
not to mind the words at all, but to engage in repairing the Sacred
House immediately. We wrote them: 'Go and build, and let them
come end destrog it directly.i'

"To be brief: They began to work in repairing the House, and
by God's providence no one interrupted them, nor said a word against
the undertaking, whereas the believers had et first thought that
naturelly no sooner they laid down one brick than the people would
remove it. Thus all suoch repairing was ocompleted. MNMorever during
those days off confusion and excitement at Akkea, we ordered the
marriege of certain Baha'ili couples in the city, and spread feasts
of rejoicing., All concerned shed tears and wept, saying, 'Bow is
not the time for a wedding.! But we insisted that it was essential
for such weddings to be celebrated during times of confusion and
tronble. Indeed God worked great wonders, and showed mighty munifi-

cense, For the times were very hard. What a colossal wave it was!

-.and what an astounding storm raged! God does His work of protect-
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ing when it is most needed, Such events are all the means by which
God executes His plans. Sometimes a stupendous, unforesecen cakamity
results from the means intended for peace and quiet; and sometimes
calamity leads to tranquility and rest, confusion precedes composure,
and a destruction results in rebuilding.

"When Aga All Akbar was on his way to embark from Haifa, the
Governor ordered his effects to be brought back and himself prevent-
ed from leaving! This was indeed very strange. The Governor then
had his effefts minutely examimed, and:ggly 'objectionable thing'
they could find was a page bearing, 'Ya Baha-ul-Abhal! They took
this away, a&s if he should not be allowed to possess such an articlel
The Consul protested to the Governor for such treatment of foreign
sub jects, stating the Baha'is to be Persian subjects and entitled
to equally good treatment with other foreigners. The Governor answer-
ed that the Baha'ls were not to be classed with other foreign: subjects;
that they were hated by the Persian Government and it was not advisable
for him, the Consul, to make a plea for their favor.

"But see God's power! Some time after, this very Governor fell
into & strange plight end was found in a helpless position; but over~
looking his behavior towgrds the Beha'ls, I treated him with kindness
during his troubles. I emen made him the present of an Aba (robe).

T showed him so muoch affection that he began to doubt my having the
least knowledge of his illetreatment of the Bsha'is during the days
of his authority. He imagined himself to have used such diplomacy

by which his acts of sedition against us had remained unknown to us.
For how could he, other-wise, think it possible that we would treat

him as a friend and show him kindness in the days of his trials?
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"To be brief; When he was for personal reasons arrested and
imprisoned by the order of the government, and no one dared asso-
ciate with him, I expressed sympathy for him by sending him word
thaet I would have even called on himiin person had I not thought
it probeble that, at this junoture, this might give his enemies
further ooccasion to do him herm, In truth nothing is sweeter in
man's taste than to do good toward those who have done him ill.
For, whenever one remembers such kindness to oneds enemies, one
feels highly rejoiced. In short, I showed kindness to each one
of the officials who, during those days of trouble, had ill-treated
the friends. They found my kindness to them so unexpected that
they imagined me ignorant of their former deeds., And I never dis-~
pleyed the slightest sign of my knowledge thereof, lest they might
be confused and feel ashamed. |

"Were men endowed with a sense of justice, when they realize
that even during such times of great troubles and with so many
obstacles against it; nevertheless the Cause of God continued in
steadylprogress,- they would acknowledge this Truth. Praise be 1o
God, in the very midst of great persecution and troubles, the C&use
of God was in progress in Persia. But I did not mention this lest
it might create an uproar! Thus it is clear thet had this not been
the Cause of Truth, such events and obstacles would have &already
extinguished it., But, as this is the Cause of God, i1t grows in
spite of obstacles, and torrents of opposition but intensify its
fire, But if they had exiled us to a remote place, this would
have created a greater fire of enthusiasm, and the Cause would

have made sudden and grester progress progress everywherel"
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Concerning the necessity of & holy life for every Baha'i,
'Abdu'l-Baha said in part: "Today the world's geze is extended to
the lives of the Beaha'is: when they find a believer committing an
evil deed, they may imegine sueh to be the deed of all the Besha'is
or permitted by the Fouq@er_of the Cause. Thus they may judge the
whole community by the misdeeds of one of its members. He whose
deeds do not accord with his words is not & true Baha'i. %That is,
& non=Baha'i who keads a good life does less harm to the Cause
than a Bah&a'l whose life is not righteous."

in condeming drinking, He said in part: "kan should be in-
toxicated with the wine of Knowkedge and drink from the Chalice of
Wisdom. For this joy and exhilaration continues to Eternity. Llan
should be intoxicated by gaining increased intelligence, not by

that which quenches reason and decreases conscilousness.”

In celebrating the Feast Day of the Bab's Declaration, a
Banquet was spread at which all the Baha'i:pilgrims and Raha'i
residents of Akke were present. In the morning 'Abdu'l-Baha took
tea with the believers, and the Tablet of the Feast, revealed by
Baha'u'llah, was chanted. '&bdu'l-Baha had a copy of this Tablet
given to me to translate to be sent to the West. This I did with
great joy. While at tea tAbdu'l-Baha spoke words the gist of which
is the following:

"These Baha'l Feasts are celebrated in the Fast according to
the lunar calendar. We also celebrate them here in accord with the
lunar reckoning. For this was the custom during the days of the

-
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then at its purest.

"The beloved of God must therefore consider this Day highly
blessed, and glorify and praise it greatly., They must bring this
Day to a close with the utmost joy and happiness and gather to=-
gether in the spirit of infinite love and affection, If a sad feelw
ing should have existed between two individuals, it should be cast
away with the dawn of this Day: Great joy and happiness nmust be
the common bond of all who come together at this feast. By chance
my birth has also taken place on this Day. But all must celebrate
this Day as the Anniversary of the Bab's Declaration. And because
my tirth also happened on this day, they mnsgzgonsider it of im-
portance., Let the Declaration of the Bab Be the significance of
this Day, and not my birth. In AmericaﬂFhe believers have celebrat-
ed this as my birthday; but this Day is the beginning of the Voiwge,
the beginning of the spirit, the beginning of the Effulgence (of
the Manifestations of Beha'u'llah). It must be celebrated out of
regerd for these facts, and for the dawn of Unity which has taken
place on this day, and béuaﬁse the Blessed Perfection has celebrat-
ed 1t and has revealed many Tablets in its commemoration. The be-
lievers must commemorate this Day with all joy and gladness. To
celebrate this for other purposes is asgainst the Law of God. Yo
feast deys can be set aside or created except Feasts which concern
the Blessed Beauty and His Highness the Supreme (the Bab)." Then
turning to all of us present at table, He sald with great emphasis
and earnestness: "Do you understand what I am saying? Tor if con-
trary to this be acted upon, it would become like unto the numerous

feasts end holidays of certain sects which, out of the three humdred
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and sixty-five days of the year, have some hundred and eighty
feast days. To sum up, The purpose is that this day is the
anniversary of the Bab's Declaration, and it must be celebrated
as such. Not only my birth, but the birth of hundreds of thous-
ands of people has c¢oincided with this Day. So, this mere ctin-
cidence must not be used for oelebrating a feast for my birth.,"
One evening while I was in the Holy Presence with other
pilgrims, 'Abdu'l-Bsha sald in part: "Certain officiels in the
City have requested me to write & petition for them to use before
the higher authorities to bring about my release from incarcera-
tion. I have answered, 'God forbid that I write such & thing!
This is far from being my wont'." He then continued: "This im-
prisonment is a rest for me. There is no hardship in it. God
willing, bty the Grace of the Blessed Yerfection, I must suffer
great hardships and persecutions." Then He quoted a verse from
BaA'u'llah's great poem (entitled Warkai-yeh) in which Baha'u'llah
says: "The sign of irons is still manifest on my neck; the scar
of fetters 1s still visible on my limbs." Then He added, "yhile
Beha'u'llah has suffered such persecutions, God forbi that we
seek anything but suffering, hardships and pains." Referring to
what He called "the rest® occasioned by His imprisonment, and to
he many responsibilities that afflicted Him before being con-
Tined within the walls of Akka, He said: "When we were in Haifsa,
we suffered great troubles., That is, oompulsory responsibilities,
such as those of intercourse with outsiders, occupied our time

considerably. But now I am at rest, and my outside occupations
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are not even one-half what they were then. How can I call this a
prison? Here are roses, trees, plants, the sea view. -Morever, it
behooves man to endure hardships. For hardships trein man for
higher efficiency. Hase and plegsure are becoming to the basest
of the multitude. NoO one who has the least particle of Faith in
God seeks the least degree of ease and indolence. Were ease end
pleasure and freedom from hardships to be condidered the highest
result of humen life, no man could equal in this the cattle. ¥Tor
even when e man becomes the master of great wealth and attains the
loftiest honor in the world, a mere cow grazing on the hill-side
will by far surpass him in ease and contentment, For the cow en-
Joys the whole pasture as her sole property, while a man of wealth
wrestles with obstacles and hardships and his labors benefit others.
For a little bird perched upon the lofiiest branch of a tree on a
hill-top commends a view and occupies @ height that Xings might
envy. He has no trouhles or trials. But such freedom end lofti-
ness are of no congequence; while a man who endures trials, and
sacrifices ease and comfort to great achievements, 1s endowed with

true independence."

departing
In bidding farewell to & party oqnpilgrims He said: "Though

I had not time to answer all the letters you brought from your
cities, you are the true letters that I send unto them as answer.
For there are two kinds of letters: VWritten and oreative. Creative
letters are the beloved of God, for they are the manifest book in
which the mysteries of creation are read. Thos™e who act in accord

with the Exhortations of the Blessed Perfectlon are as eloquent books
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which no reading can ever exhaust."

"Beha'u'llah has sald that whoever has an art or handicraft,
to endeavor

1t is incumbent upon himnto develop it to the point of perfection--
e¥en though that art be as huable as that of weaving straw matting.
For it is said by His Holiness the Bab that the degree of Perfection
reached by a thing is its Paradise., That 1s, when a thing is develop-
ed to the highest point possible for it, it has reached its paradise;
while its failure is its hell.™

On Friday, July 6, 1906, in the evening, 'Abdu'l-Baha was
seated in the reception room downstairs, surrounded by believers.
He sent for me and gave me a letter to translate. VWhen we were
all seated, He spoke concerning the necessity of continuing firm,
end steadfast in the Cause of God under all circumstances. He
said in part: 'The believers must not be inI¥luenced by the con-
ditions in Akka, be 4kkea in a state of calm or confusion. No
matter what happens in Akka, the believers in every country nust
look upon the Cause of God which is increasingly Calm and lighty--
even 1f Akka is in turmoil. Last year when Akka was disturbed,
the believers became agitated everywhere. The only place where
the bellevers kept their poilse was Tihran, where they attended to
teaching the Truth an& to their dutles in the Cause as usual. Akka
is the Most Great Prison of the Blessed Perfection; it is therefore
bound to experience sudden changes and various conditions,- to be

calm end cheering for a time, then to be in trouble, now to be in

peace and quiet and again fall into turmoil and agitation. But
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the Beloved of God must look to the Cause of God which is unchang.
ing in its general aspect; that is, they must be in great enthusi-
asm and devotion, and act it accord with the Laws and Ixhortations
ot Baha'u'llah,

"The main purpose is that all should be atéggﬂgawﬁgolly to
the Cause of God. They should not suppose that the greatness of
number is necessary to accomplish the Mission of the Cause., Nay,
I swear by God, than whom there is no other God, that if five
persons arise and act wholly and literally in accord with the laws
and commandments of the Blessed Perfection, they would equal five
midblion sould in efficiency., Thas, the believers must adorn them-
sel¥es with good deeds and pure actions, and obey the Law." Then
pointing to the lamp in the room, He said: "This lamp is ef'iici=-
ent through its light, so the light of men is their deeds. To be
vrief: Whetever may happen in Akka, the believers throughout the
world must not become lax in their duties; nay, they must serve
the Cause which is of the utmost importance. Vhen His Holiness
the Spirit (Christ) was martyred, the only one who was not dis-
turbed at all was Mary Magdaelene. TFor the rest of the disciples
were confused and discouraged. When Mary became a believer, and
fell upon the feet of Christ, although she was a villager of no
good repute, Christ did not withhold His feet from her. This
caused many of His followers, as well as many among the Jews, %o
turn away from Him. But Christ heeded them not, and said to Mary:
'irise, thy sins are forgiven.' Then llgry arose and repented; and

from that time on devoted herself to the service of the Cause.

Mary had a friend among the Roman officers (who at that time were
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ltasters of the Holy Lands). He was the one who protected her from
enemies after the death of Christ. When she had brought the disciples
together and confirmed them in the service and inspired them with
courage after the Crucifixion, she herself went to Rome into the
presence of the Emperor. How marvellous indeed were the words she
spoke to him! She said to the Emperor: *'I have come in behalf of the
Christians to bring to your notice the fact that Herod and Pilate
martyred the Christ at the instigation of the Jews. But now they
have both repented of their deed. Tor they were Roman Governors and
to them Jews and Christians made no difference. For, indeed it was
not the Romens, but the Jews who were the chlef antagonists of Christ.
Now that they have realized the wrong they have done and have repent-
ed; they are engaged in punishing and suppressing the Jews for insti-
gating them to commit this act. But I have come to appeal to the
Znperor to prevent Herod and Pilate from punishing the Jews. Tor
neither Christ nor we Christians are pleased that the Romans punish
the Jews because of ftheir condemnation of Christ!' The HEmperor was
greatly impressed by these words, and he praised Mary highly. This
was why in those days the Christians did not suffer persecutions in
tiuose lends, and engaged in spreading the Gospel.

"Later the Roman officer who protected Mary asked her to marry
him, She answered that, as a follower of Christ, she would not marry
him unless he btelieved in Christ also. Thus he was converted and
then joined to Mgry according to the ceremonies of a Christian
marriage. By relating this, it was meant to 1llustrafe the steadfast-
ness an@ firmmess which was manifested by Mary arlfter Christ's Cruci-

fixion. Now the beloved of God must live up to their own duties and



serve the Cause, and they musf continue firm and steadfast no
matter what may happen in Akka. They must gaze toward the horizon
or the Cause and obey the Laws of Baha'u'llah."

One evening *Abdu'l-Baha said that "both Peter and Paul suf-
fered martyrdom with all steadfastness by the order of Nero." He
sald, "This is a clear and indisputable fact." This statement
pvroved of great benefit to me; for I had not yet seen any text in
the revealed words of this lManifestation in regard to the martyr-
dom of St. Paul.

Concerning sufferings and hardships, 'Abdu'l-Baha said: "ilen
are trained and developed through these; that is, through poverty,
vicissitudes and want. Otherwise, God would have ordered that His
Tfriends and Saints become endowed with great wealth and every nater-
ial means. All must beg of God for resal severance and detachment
from the world., TFor this is of the utmost importence."

One evening 'Abdu'l-Baha addressed the pilgrims in part:
"ihose who first arose to persecute us and plotted against us are
now seeking & means Sor reconciliation. Ve have no guarrel with
anyone, nor have ever had any. Praise be to God, the Blessed
Perfection made us free &nd blessed us with peace. IHe Tforbade us
all stff?e and conflict and commended us to show love and kindness
to all the world. Strife is to be shunned as the worst of things,
for it diminishes man's spiritual powers and ruins the soul; cnd it

Keceps one subjected to constant torture."
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We @poke of the Feasts and how the food served was delicious.
'sbdu'l-Baha said in part: "4 food that is prepared in love and
parteken of in love gives one great delight. liey, whatever is done
with love imparts great delight. When we were in Baghdad, there
wes & poor man living in the desert who used to earn a scanty lining
by @igeging up thorns and selling them in the city. He was a very
devoted teliever. Often he had invited me to take a meal with hin
at his house., ¥Finally we agreed to go with some of the believers,
He lived gbout twenty miles away from Baghdad. The day was hot and
we waldked the whole distance until we reached his dwelling. IT wus
& very small humble hut iade with reeds put together in a triangular
shepe with a small entrance to it, He wes alone with his wife -- a
very old woman -- located in a lonely desert. He asked us to enter
the hut. We found it so narrow and the heati.there was so excessive
that all decided to leawve the hut for the open; but having no shelter
Trrom the darting reays of the hot sun, we were all obliged t0 reenter
it and make the best of the shelter. Then the man dug a little hole
in the ground and set fire to & few thorn bushes. Iaving made the
fire, he threw upon it some lumps of dough which he made before us
with no yeast to raise it. Thic was his bread which he threw upon
the fire to bake by covering it with ashes! After a few minutes
he took the lumps out of the fire. The outside was burnt while the
inside was plain dough. Then he brought some dates and served us
with the bread. Because he was a true beliefer and had a great love,
that plain coarse food tasted so delicious that we all enjoyed it.
He had great faitl and our vresence filled him with joy. The food

in that humble hut gave sush a good taste that I cam:still relish



it in memory.

"To be brierf: The world is full of delicious foods and rich
meatvse But that which is taken in love and served through love gives
the most delicious taste. We spent the night with hin, &nd next morn-
ing we returned to the éity. He was very happy to entertain us and
we were delighted to visit him, for he had a great love."

'Abdu'l-Baha spoke of the troubles in Akka in the preceding
year, and how Baha'u'lleh protected him and the believers against
the terrible seditions of thelr enemies. He said in part: "Our
shelter 1s strong; our protector is a Mighty One. He protected us
last year when the enemies made such false representations which
might have resulted in dur destruction. They accused us bhefore
the government of such deeds which if any one had committed he
should deserve to:.be condemmmd to death. For instance, they assert-
ed that we had founded a new dynasty and established a new religion.
The enemies even made a banner on which they displayed the Holy
WWords 'Ya-Bahatul-aAbhal', and sent it to The Porte, saying that we
had hoisted that banner and carried it through the city among the
trites of the Arabs and incited the Arabs to rally around us to
raise a revalt. They even said the Arabs had responded to our sumn=
nons, had sll become Basha'is and were ready for action against the
government} They even sent the absurd report that we had created a
new Mecca, i.e., the Holy Tomb of Baha'u'llah, and a new ledina, ile.,
the Tomb of the Bab on Mt. Carmell! They had represented us as nmen of
- revolt and sedition and as enemies of law and order; while it is known

clearly throughout the world that we seek for peace and unity. Vihile
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Beha'u'lleh has commanded us to love all mankind and work for uni-
versal peeace, and has forbidden us corruption and sedition, how can
We ever have comnitted such evil deeds? I take refuge in God from
such felse accusatiaons! We wish for the good of all. The Blessed
Perfection has forbidden all to bear rancor, hatred or enmity towards
anyone. He has purged our hearts from enimosity and hatred. He has
tlessed us with love toward all men." ... Then in a gentle tone of
voice, addressing Hinself to Baha'u'llah, He chanted a few lines of
poetry, the translation of one or two of which is the following:

"0 Lord! Let friendship exist between Thee and me. I have
no fear if the whole world is my foe., Let the whole earth abandon
me, 1f Thou abide with me &s my Protector." etCe ..

On Friday, June 29}% 1906, in the evening, 'Abdu'l-Baha ad-
dressed us (the pilgrims) in the following words. Pointing to the
sters in the Heavens, He said in part:

"Were the whole world to act together in order to prevent
these stars from giving light--verily they will fail to do so. Ilow,
see how unwise are the enemies of the Cause--who are endeavoring to
resist this Truth and quench this Light. How senseless are theyl
They do not see the Power of Baha'u'llsh who proves the Truth of
Christ to unbelievers after nineteen centuries, the Truth of Islam
after thirteen centurieé and the Truth of Abraham after four thous-
and years! They do not realize the Bounty of this llanifestetion in
thet it upholds the Truth of all the Religions and unifies menkind
upon the basis of faith in one God. When Sultan luhemmad ITI be-

sieged Constantinople and was bombarding the wells of the city to
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enter it with hils triumphant army, one of the Ministers of State rush-
ed to the residence of fhe Christian Patriarch to report the critical
condition and ask for advice. He found the Patriarch calmly sesated
at his desk engaged in writing, The Hinister asked: *What is your
Eminence writing?' 'A book f@iisproving the mission of Muhammad,"
answered the Patriarch. The Minister rejoined with great emotion:
'Now is not the time to write against a Prophet, the army of whose
followers has already entered the city, and will in a little while
control everything.,'

¥YToday the opposers of this Cause show the same heedlessness.
“While the Czuse 1f spreading with the swiftness od lightning, and
its great light is blessing netions, its enemies attempt to resist
its strength and preventqits beneficent effects. When Christ was
crucified He left only eXeven Disciples, and yet see how Christian-
ity emcompassed the worldl Baha'u'llah at the time of Hls Departure
had fom one to two hundred thousand followers. VWhile they have al-
ready Tilled the world with His light, see how marvellous will be
its effects in the futurel When we were exiled to Constantinople
from Baghdad, the Persian Ambassador at the former city did his best
to brinéﬁbout our total destruction. Supposing he had succeded in
destroying us,~- could he destroy the Cause of God? They said they
would wholly annihilate the Cause by destroying the Bab. Could they
do so? No, the very martyrdom of the Bab strengthened His Cause a
thousend-fold. Now some people imegine the Cause of God depends up=-
on my existence; and that by destroying me they could destroy the
Ceuse} Verily, this is far from reality. Nay, when I go, the

Cause will make great progress after me. Remehber this, Ye cen



destroy end finish the Cause of God."

In bildding farewell to some departing pilgrims, 'Abdu'l-Raha
said in part: "Ye came and visited the Holy Place and associated
with the Beloved of God. It is hoped ye will carry with you the
effect and result of this contact as a present to your countryuen.
The result of this assoclation is good deeds, the glad tidings of
the Love af God, devotion, enthusiasm, love towards mankind, rec.
titude, honesty, harmony, gentleness and benevolence., Do not look
to the world, their deeds and words, their emmity or unkindness.
Look to the Blessed Perfection, and show love to all men for His sake.

"If a man does you harm with his tongue or his hands, be not
grieved; but smile and be rejoiced, end treat him in turn with ut-
most love and sincerity. If in your hearing anyone reviles and ex-
ecrates you, heed him not. Sgy unto him that you are commanded by
the Blessed Perfection to wish good to those who hate you, to love
those who wish you év¥il, to consider the stranger as a friend, and
to have your gaze purified and sanctified from all thet men do and
extended toward God whose Bounty comprehends all, Say, yé are Coli-
mended to speak not a single word of evil against any one nor
against the Government.

*In reality, Shah Mozaffar is very gentle in his action and
it is not indeed posslible for him to show you more consideration
than he does. Besides, God has now brought it about that the ad-
ministration of affalrs-be in the hands of both the Government and

the people., (@) To be brief: God ﬁilling, ve cwlll be assisted
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by the Confirmations of the Blessed Perfection and will be favored

by His Protection and will attain to His Good Pleasure." ete.
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Florence Khanum &sked 'Abdu'l-Baha concerning the training of
children. She asked: "Should parents train their children according
to their own wish and judgment, or should the children bte trained
along lines for which they show & natural ability?"

'Abdu'l-Baha answered: "Parents must find out as to that call-
ing or profession for the acquisition of which their children show
the most aptitude and natural desire,-and then they must train them
in the same, by engaging their attention in that direction. Tor a
child will sooner or later make : manifest his natural abilities and
giftse To train his natural abilities in a manner different from
this is not right. For it has oTften been found that certain parents
foreed their child to study a certain line desired by them for which,
however, the child had no natural aptitude. Thus the child lavished
years of his life in that line, with no progress whatever. This
shows that the child's abiditles were adapted to some other line of
study.

Then it was asked as to the early training of smell children,
as for instance if it were allowable to punish children? 'Abdutl-RBahs
answered: "If by punishing is meant striking, No, this is very bad
for the childe. Children should be trained through love. But if
parents show them the utmost love without reguiring of them good be-
havior, and thus make them feel that in any case the parents will
treat them with love, such a feeling will lead the child to rebellion

and-disobedience. For he will see that, whether he behave well or
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il1l, the parents will love him. A child must be so treated that
gven though he is convinced of the perents' great love towards

him, he may still be more convinced that the parents have a great-
er love for lofty human'ﬁualitisﬂ and perfections. That is, they
love the child because of the virtues of faithfulness, godliness,
truthfulness and devotion which he should show forth in order to
justify their love for him. When the child see that the perents
love him more for his good quelities then purely for his own self,
then he will endeavor to obey his parents by oharacterizing himself
with noble qualities. For he will know that by this means, his
parents! love for him will increase, and that to neglect this, he
shall forfeit thilier greater love and affection. If this course

in treining the child be overlooked, he will be raised discourteous,
disobedient and untrained, These Arabs do not give their children
good training. Forﬂwheﬁ their children show no regerd for good
human qualities and persist in disobedience, not only the parents
fail to reprimand or correct them but fhey will even feel dtspleased
or resent 1t 1f other people speak of their children's unenviable
qualities. Thus the Arab children grow up disobedient and untreained.
To be briefy parents should so conduct themselves that the child
shall know that they love good character and noble qualities in him
more than they love the child himself.

"But by no manner of means should the child be beaten. Tor if
by beating, it 1s memat to correct and threaten the child no fear is
greater to the child than the feeling that he will offend the perents
and forfeit their love fhrdugh disobedience and evil conduct. This

feeling should be developed in children.”
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It was asked, "How should little children, such as ours (then one
year old), be treated in order to be trained%" 'Abdu'l-Beha said:
"Children are of two kinds: Those capable of distinguidhing and
those incapable of distinguishing (right end wrong). Now, this
child 1s too young to have the power of distinguishing and his
sense or feeling has not yet developed. He should therefore be
allowed to remain as he is until he grows older and develops capa-
©ility and adaptability to training.

"Im training children, it is essential that the parents mever
speak to them anything but the truth, and never try to cheat or
appease the child through untrue words or promises., For instance,
when the parents wish to go to the garden and prefer that the child
remain at home, they should not try to cheat him by saying that
they are not going to fhe garden but to the bath or to any other
place not loved by HJim. ‘No, is it is not advisable that they take
the vhild with them, they should tell the child the truth that they
are going to the garden but that, becsuse of thisror other justifi-
alle reason, it is not allowable for him to accompany them. For if
the parents atart for the garden, and tell the child that they are
bound for enother place,=- then when they return home and m=y have by
chance a rose or a flower in their hand, the child noting it will de-
tect their felsehood and thus learn to disbellieve them.

"Likewise, a child should not be frightened into good behavior
by the mention of a wolf (or any improbable object), for when he once
noticed that the wolf did not come, he would know that the parents
did not tell the truth. This will make him discredit their words,

will diminish his respect for them, end finally will lead to his ill-

_




training and bad behavior. To sum up, parents must so behave be-
Tore their children that they may be nobel examples to them in

words and deedg."

L — - - - —

In answer to the message which I brought from a believer,
'Abdu'l-Bahe dictated the words which I translate as follows:

"Inquire after Miss Farmer's health on my behalf and convey
to her my greeting and say: "Meny ideas are conveived by the human
wind, some of which are based on the truth and others on untruth.
Zach one of those ideas whioh is reflected from the lifht of truth
becomes realized and atfains a tangible existence; whereas idead not
based on truth, which haunt the hugan mind, come and go, producing
no tangible result, like unto waves on the sea of imaginstion, Such
ldeas are never realized in the world of existence.

"1Similarly, numerous assemblages and gatherings have been
orgenised during past ages and early periods, all of which however
produced no result or fruit. Only such assemblages which render un-
mixed service to the Light of Truth faourished and conferred great
results upon the world.

"!For instance, consider how thousands of gatherings religious,
political and literary, were organized during the »ast ages in Indie,
Persia, Burkistan, the lands of China, &nd in short, thwoughowt all
Asia. None of thesé gatherings produced any result, except the
little gatheringe of the Apostles upon the lount, fifty days after
the Crucifixion of Christ. All that transpired in ¥hristienity
through the diffusion of the pure Inﬁ&mﬁnqe of Christ and the promo-

tion of His Gospel in uplifting humanity and training and guiding the
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souls in the pursult of a noble life--are traceable to the efrfects
of that early reunion of the Disciples. Nay, the results of that
gathering have continued even to the present day.

"'Similarly 1f in thls day praiseworthy results and everlast-
ing effects are sought after, it is necessary that Green Acre shall
be made a gathering place for the Word of God and an assemblage for
heaven-aspiring spiritual souls,

"'The fossilized, two-thousand-years-old superstitutions of
heedless and ignorant multitudes of Asia or Burope should not be
spread in that gathering-place., Otherwise, it must be known for a
certainty that that Assemblage will produce no result wha%gver. Nay,
it will before long be abandoned and forgotten, even as did the above-~
mentioned assemblages of the past. _

"tI beg of God that tﬁat esteemed mald-servant of God may be-
come the cause of spreading the Word of God, so that the Light of
Truth may shine forth and the world be illumined. When you consider
attentively, you will realize that what has been said here is but the
truth, while all else beside this is pure imagination and superstition,
which is vanishing and unenduring.

ey tree'must possess roots, in order that it may btear fruit.
The trees of the forests df Asia have imparted no fruit for thousands
of years. But the Blessed Trees of the Divine lManifestations have
each so flourished and developed that they have fed and trained the
whole world with fruit and yields. Upon theec be greeting and praisel'"

(sig.) ‘'Abdu'l-Baha Abbas.
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The following Six Tablets revealed in my name are translated
here for the benefit of readers as they contain highly instructive
points. These are translated in full or in extracts:

I
He Is Godl
0 thou intimate companion of 'Abdu'l-Bahal

I pursued your letter to His Honor Manshadi and noted its con-

tents., You have written concerning the statements of certain Hindus.

Exalted is Godl (o) What speech is that and what an idea and suppo=-
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(@) Used as & note of exclamation.

sition whose error is obvious! In the world of humanity, certain
personages appeared who became the trainers of the world, shone
forth like unto the sun, were adorpged by the people of &Lk religioms,
became recipients of Divine Revelations and dawning places of the
light of Truth. Gonsidef, therefore, the human temple, and see to
what heights of loftiness and exaltation it has reachedl

On the other hand, many exist as human beings who are adorers
and worshippers of stone and clay, that is, the mineral, which is
the lowest of beings., 'Gonsider how base and low are they when their
object of worship is the basest of things, such as stone, clay and
minerall

How then can one compare the two above oclasses of human beings
with each other? No, by God, this were a great calamityl! The out-
ward is the expression of the inward., In the different species and
classes of beings, none that progresses can reach the station of a

higher being., For instance, no matter how much the mineral may pro=-



gress, it will not attain the virtue of growth in its mineral
worlde. Likewise the vegetable, no matter how much it may progress
and develop in the vegetable world, it will never attain sense-per-
ception. Similarly the animal, no matter how much training it may
regeive or make progress; it can not attain the rational faculty.
It has thus become evident that the beings have, each of them.
& particular station, and that each progresses in its own station.
Similerly, humen beings have each an innate station, and esch pro-
gresses in its own station and grade. A witless persom, no matter
how intense & discipline he endures and how abundant an exertion it
may make to become a new oreation, he never can attain the station
of the Dawning-places of Revelation and Day-springs of Inspiration.

The"Eree of Zakus" {60) will not become & lofty palm tree, and the

(68) Koran--a tree of bitterest fruit.
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fell coloeynth (i.e., bitter-apple¥ will never bear a sweet fruit.
What imagination is this? What a strange superstition and supposi-
tion is thisl How astonishing that people listen to such supersti-

tionl 5
To be brief: 0, Jenanbi Khah, let us refer to that which con-

cerns ourselves. These days (o) & great dnager seems ilmminent, You
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and the beloved of God must be in such &a state that no matter what
may happen, even if this Holy Land fall wholly into confusion, or
even 1f greater troubles come up, you should by no means become lax

er feil (in your duties). Nay, (in that case) you should wholly for-
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get yourselves and abandoning rest and ease, meke yourselves ex-
tremely humble and evanescent in the Cause of God, and you should
raise your voice and call out and ppread the Fragrances of Holiness.

Convey Most Wonderful, Abha greeting to the maid-servant of
God, Florence Xhanum, and kiss the cheeks of Rahim-Kuli Xhan.

(sig.) 'Abdu'l-Bahe Abbas.

g S S -

II
He Is Godl

"Praise be to God, it has been repeatedly proven that firmmess
in the Covenant and activity in the service of the Cause is the means
by which men is favored with Divine Confirmations both in this world
and in the world to come; and Man's eternal felicity is bullt and de-
pendent upon his attainment to this excellence., I swear by the Light
of Truth, that if anyone arise with a sincere hearf and sancitified
charecter to serve His Highness the One God in these days, all the
existent beings will become his servants and every door will be open-
ed before his face, and he will see success and victory approaching
him from every direction, This i1s but the truth! But this state is
conditional upon his showlng steadfastness, loftiness of charecter
and exceeding purity and senctity; in order that all men may testify
that such a person is the essence of faithfulness, the reslity of

guidence and the banner of the Kingdom of Abha." (o)
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(e) From a Tablet of 'Abdu'l-Baha.
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311
He Is Godl

"0 Thou Janabi Ithen! Exhort thou all the believers, and say:
*The Beauty 0f Abhfeccecacana has opened a great door before your
faces, and Bas bestowed a weighty gift upon you. Ye must appreciate
its value and sacrifice yourselves. Nay, we nust forget ourselves
entirely; we must wish for no rest and seek no joy. We must seek
no name or fame, no ease nor abundance nor convenience. Nay, we

must sacrifice everything, in order that we may enter the Xingdon

of Immortality.'" (e)
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vV
Concerning the duites of a BahAt'l Teacher.
He Is Godl

"0 thou servant of the Holy Threshold of the Beauty of Abhal

I read what you had written to Jenabi H Seyed Taki., Thank
thou God who has made thee a teacher of His Truth and assisted thee
In encoureging andlguiding the seekers. If, God willing, thou
arisest in all that is worthy this station, before long thou wilt
see great results and gain extended victories. This station (that
of teacher) is in this Day the greatest of all stations, and this is
acceptable in the Threshold of the Almighty. ZEvery sincere soul who
arises in this Day to spread the signs of the Kingdom and engages in
guiding the seekers, will be assisted by the Invisible Hosts and

rendered successful and victorious by the army of the Kingdom of
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Abha., But in this path (@) men must endure every suffering and
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calamity, and one must by no means become lax; nay troubles and
trialé_must tend to increase his efforts and calamities must
strengthen his wishes (for service).

"I hope you will show & firm and steadfast footing in this
station, and be so evanescent, humble, detached and resigned, that
thou mayest become a sign of the Almighty's lMercy, and the Cause
of guiding:great number of souls in that countrye ovees

"0 thou my friend! Because of the painful occurances and
frightful sufferings inflicted upon the friends in Persia, the

shedding of the blood of tic Martyrs, (#) and the utter helpless-
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(#) The Tablet was revealed for the translator at a time when one
hundred and fifty Beha'l men, women and children were destroyed

and martyred in Yezd Persia by the mob, about five years ago, i.e.,

about 1902,
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ness of their survivors,- my ocondition wes like unto that of a
shepherd whose sheep have been torn by wolves. I cannot describe
ny state and my sorrows. In every hour a martyrdom and at every
breath an unavoidable hard fate, and at every instant an affliction!
Thus both writing and speech have been out of the question. T how-
ever, wrote answers for the letters sent by you, in order that no
interruption may intervene against the spread of the Fragrance: of
God; and this was due to my love for you."

(Sige) A+ Ao




Concerning the duties of Baha'l Teachers and Believers.
AY
He Is God!

"0 thou intimate companion of 'Abdu'l-Bahal

You must so hoist %helbanner of nothingness and utter humil-
ity that thou mayest diffuse the pure fragrance of Severance in
those lands and regions, and spread the spirit of entire devotiom,
sacrifice, spiritual nothingness, Merciful Unity, oneness, single-
ness and the Abha Bounty iﬁ that country. This is the essence of
the Cause, I beg of God that we may all be assisted and confirmed
therein.

The beloved of God must be as one soul, oge spirit, one heart,
one thought; nay each should be ready to sacrifice life for the
other, and each must present himself as an offering for the other
in every instant. Not unttil love and unity, singleness and fellow=-
ship have reached this degrée will the loved one of confirmation
and success become menifest, unveiled in the gathering place of the
spiritual ones.

To be brief, guide thou all the friends unto unityy fellow-
ship, harmony, accord and spiritual onenesss If this gift, which
is the eternal Bounty of the Beauty of Oneness, be freely and
worthily spread in that country, the mystery of Truth will certain-
1y become menifest, and the Beauty of the Mereiful One become un~-
veiled. Otherwise, the tree of being will remain fruitless, and
all efforts will be as unproduotive as the summer cloud is rainless.

Tp}s is the truth of the“matter! Wherefore exhort the beloved ones
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in friendship, and urge the chosen ones on to poverty (of all else
save God) and evanescence; and encourage the righteous ones in that

the
unity which is the Strongest Handle. (o) Forneverlasting Bounty of

(¢) i.e., chief means for deliverence.

the Beauty of Abha is but pure love, is the attachment of hearts to
each other, and is unmixed union, in order that all may thereby be=-
come drops of one strean, ﬁaves of one sea, rays of one sun, the‘
fregrance of .. one rose-garden, the flowers of one field, the
nightingales of one meadow and the lights of one assemblage. This
is the queality of the sincere ones} This 1is the attribute ol the
Tavored onesi™

Upon thee be greeting and praisel

(Sig.) ‘'Abdutl-Baha Abbas.

He Is Gosl

"0 thou servant of the Beauty of Abhal

From the contents of thy letters it has become evident and
clear that the standard of the Cause of God is in great motion in
those kands, and the musk-scented fragrance is wonderfully diffused
in those regions; end that seekers and in@uirers are numerous, but
that teachers are few, nay fewest in number. This is the Decree of
the Mighty and Xnowing Onel

Up to the present time, favorable conditlorgs have not been
available, His Holiness, Mlrza Abul-Fadl, has written us that were

there one hundred teachers in the land, there would be enough hearers
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to listen to them. God willing, confirmation and assis$tance will
reach yoUe oee |

Now it is necessary to ocultivate lofty attributes in jfmerica,
s0 fhat such souls may be found who will be truly worthy and bvefitt-
ing the Cause of God; who may be wholly humble end meek and guit of
self_and personal desira; who may abandon their own wish, purpose
and personal aims; and be resigned to the will of God; who may shine
forth from the horizon of the Love of God like unto the Holy Souls
(Bahafis) in Persia, and may hasten into the field of sacrifice with
the utmost Jjoy and gladness. Not until man reaches this station and

acquires such morals and qualitiés is 1t possible for him to find

(spiritual) success and prosperity. TFor, man must fly upwards through

this power, And without this, (spiritual progress) is impossible.
For some may gain an enthusiasm for a few days, which in a short
time may be extinguished by a prevailing apathy.

That which is oondpoive to constancy end steadfastness is
severance from all superstitions and grades, and is firmness in a
state of humility and meekness and utter separation from all else

save God."
(8ig.) 'Abdu'l-Baha Abbas.

Portion of & Tablet from 'Abdu'l-Baha.

"Thou hast written concerning the meetings and the gathering-
places of the beiievers of Gods Such assemblies and congregations
will gresatly gid the promotion of the Word,- and all the audience,
whether friends or not friends, become affected. DBut when the
friemds have the intention of entering these meetings and assemb-

lies, they must first meke their purpose pure, detach the heart
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from all other refleotions, ask ceaseless Divine Confirmation and
with the utmost devotion and humility set their feet in the gather-
ing-place.

"Ilet thee not introduce any topic in the meeting except the
mentioning of the True One, neither must they confuse that merciful
assembly with perplexing outside questions. They must either teach
or open their tongues in propounding argument, either commune or
supplicate and pray to God, read Tablets or offer counsel and ex-
hortations.

"Make an effort in every meeting that the Iord's Supper may
become realized and the Heavenly Food descend. This Heavenly TFood
is knowledge, understanding, faith, esertitude, love, fellowship,
kindness, purity of purpose, attraction of hearts, and the union
of soulse. It was this state of the Lord's Supper which descended
from the Heavenly Kingdom in the Day of Christ. When the neeting
is continued after this ﬁanner, then 'Abdu'l-Baha also is present
in heart and soul, though His body may not be with you.

(sig.) 'Abdu'l-Baha Abbas.
Extract from a Tablet (o)
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"0 thou esteemed one: This world is like unto & forest, and
its trees are fruitless. Now the Divine Gardener hath come in
order to make this unfruitful forest & Divine Garden and increase
its trees in fruit and yleld, through Divine training. Before long

thou shg}t see how this Gardener will engage in adorning the avenues
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of hearts with the flowers of Significamoes, and make the trees
full of blomsoms and firuits,

"Accordingly, exert thyself in heart and soul so that thou
mayest become a servant in this Divine Garden and be the cause of
honoring and exalting the world of humenity., In whatever work
thou mayest engage, its results are temporary, except this great
Cause, which gives rasulfs and imperts Eternal Life.

Upon thee be greeting and praise.”

(sig.) ‘'Abdu'l-Baha Abbas.
Tablet revealed by 'Abdull-Bahal
He Is Godl
0 thou sincere servant of the Beauty of Abhal

Thy letter was received and its contents were noted. Is 1is
earnestly hoped phat, by the Grace of God, thou wilt be assisted
with strong Confirmation, wilt open thy &ips in prailsing and glori-
fying the Ancient Lord, chant the Verses of Guidence, holst the
banners of Righteousneéé; rﬁiae a ringing voice throughout the
world, become & personified spirit, an embodied light, a shining
lemp end a beaming star. Be thou hopeful in the gifts of the
Beauty of Abha, for they make the earth luminous, develop pebbles
into gems of exquisite color, change the mere clay into royal pearls
and mold the dusky stone into a cup of great price.

You had assked concerning the 8wenty-sixth verse of the ninth
chepter of Daniel, that 'though the meaning of the twenty-fourth
Verse 1s made olear, the reallty of the twenty-sixth verse is yet

unknowne"
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0 thou affectionate friend;: Know fhou that four proclamations
were issued from Kings for the rebuilding of Jerusalem. The first
is the order of Cyrus issued in the year five hundred and thirty-six
B. Cs See the Book of Ezre, Chapter One.

-Thé second prooclamation is from Darius, which was made in Five
Hundred and Nineteen B. C. See Ezra Chapter Six.

mhe third is from Artaxerxes, in the sefenth year of his reign.
This was in Four hundred and fifty-seven B. Ce See Ezra Chapter
Seven.

The fourth is from Artaxerxes in Four hundred and forty-four
Bs Cs See Nehemiah, Chapter Two.

Daniel's reference concerns the third proclamation. His Holi-
ness Christ lived thirty-three years. When we add the figures thirty-
three to Four hundred and fifty-seven, the total is four hundred and
Ninety; and this is the Seventy weeks complete. (i.e., 70 x 7 = 490.)

Likewise, in the twenty-fifth verse (Ch.9), Daniel speaks of
"Seven weeks, and three soore and two weeks." Then mention is made
of enother week which completes the seventy weeks, in the dAidst of
-whiggighe "8gorifice and the obligation", ceased by the lMartyrdom of
His Holiness Christ.

This matter incdetall 1s this; There are two dates stated
(by Daniel). One of these dates has its start in the decree issued
by Artaxerxes for Ezra oeoncerning the rebuilding of Jerusalem, and
terminates in the ascension (Mertyrdom) of His Holiness Christ. This
date comprises seventy weeks.

The second date begins with the finishing and completing of

the rebuilding of Jerusalem, and ends in the ascension of Christ.
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This date comprises three-score-and-two weeks. Tor, the rebuild-
ing of Jerusalem took seven weeks,- cach day of which weeks is one
year., That is, 1t was completed in the seventh week. And the in-
terval of time beginning with the completion of the building of
Jerusalem until the ascension of Christ, is sixty-two weeks; and
in the sixty-third week, which immediately follows and is connect-
ed with the séxty-tw o weeks, the ascension of Christ took place.
This date of "Seven Weeké" is the period of the rebuilding of
Jerusalem,

Thus if you take the date to begin with the issuing of the
decree of Artaxerxes, 1t will comprise seventy weeks, and if you
take it from the completing and finishing e# the construction of
Jerusglem, it will be $ixty-two weeks; and in the midst of the
sixty-third week the sacrifice ended by the martyrdom of His Holi=-
ness Christ.

O thou serveant of Godl I am informed of thy trials and caleam-
itiess There is a wisdom in this, of which you shall personally be
informed afterward. At present you must bear them in the utmost
patiéence and endurance. “These hardships and troubles sheall vanish,
and happy times shell arrive, and these calamities and afflictidns
are not due to any shortcoming on your part, but are because of
consumnate (Divéne) wisdoms.

You had written concerning spiritistic discoveries. The hu~
man spirit is a power which comprehends the realities of things.
411 that thou seest such as arts, inventions, traces and discover-
ies, were once in the realm of the unknown, and were &a hidden matter.

Buf the human spirit discovered such hidden mysteries &nd brought
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them out of the sphere of the unknown into the visible world.

For instance, the power of steam, photography, phonography,
tetegrephy and mathematiocal problems were all once:hidden nystery
and unknown secret; but the human spirit discovered such invisible
mysteries and brought them from the hidden into the visible world.
Consequently, it is a comprehensive energy, and has control over
the realities of things, and discovers the hidden secrets in the
domain of the physical world. But the Divine Spirit discovereth
Divine realities an@ cosmic mysteries in the realm of the Divine
(Supernal) World. I hope thou mayest attain the Divine Spirit,
discover the mysteries of the Divine VWorld and comprehend the
secrets of the physical world.

You. had asked concerning the thirtieth verse of the four-
teenth chapter of the Book of St. John, where His Holiness Christ
has said: "I will no more speak much with you, for the Prince of
the World cometh, and hath nothing in me." By "The Prince of the
World," is meant the Blessed Perfection. 4nd "He hath nothing dén
me," signifies that after Him (i.e., Jesus), all receive bounty
from Him; but that He (Blessed Perfection) is independent of, and
does not seek bounty from Him (Jesus), that is, is in no need of
bounty from Him.

You had asked concerning the disclosure of spirits after
the dissolution of the bodies. TUndoubtedly the Other World is =&
world of disclosures and vision, for there the veil will be re-
moved, and the human spirit will witness the souls above it, be-

neath it, or of an equal rank with it. Ais an exemple to this,

when man was in the feetal world, he had a vell before the eyes,
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and all things were therefore wovered from him. Yhen he is bomrm
out of the womb into this world, because this world in comparison

to the foetal world is a world of disclosure and vision, he can
witness all things here with his outward eye. Likewise, when he
departs from this world into the Other World, whatever was veiled
from him in this world will become disclosed unto him in the Cther.
And in that World he will comprehend and perceive all things with
the eye of Insight, and will witness those like him, equal unto him,
apove him or outside him.

As 10 the equality of spirits in the Supreme World: By this
it is meant that the spirits of the believers, at the time of their
appearence in the world of bodies, are equal; and are all pure and
unsullied, But in this world, they will find distinetion: Some
attain to a lofty station, some seek an intermediate grade or stag-
nate in the early stages. This equality (of the spirits) is in the
original state of their being, end this distinction is after their
ascension (or departure frog this life).

You had written concerning "Seir", Selr is a place in the
direction of Nazareth, situated in Galilee.

As to the words of Job, spoken of in verses twenty-five and
twenty-seven, chapter nineteen: "For I know that my redeecmer live-
th, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth", etc.
But in this place, the purpose of these words is that "I (Job)
shell not continue abased, and I have a protecting friend, and my
helper and Redeemer shall in the end appear. And though, now my
body is weakened and afflicted with worms,'yeti

Héaled; and shall see Him with this mine eye, that 1s with nmine

shalltagain be
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Insight." Thes& words were spoken by him after he had been blamed,
and after he had himself too spoken of the imtensity of his afflic-
tions; and after his body was sufféring from worms by the violence
of disease, he wished to say that he shall be healed from all his
diseases and shall see his Redeemer with his own eye in his very
body.
As to the "Woman" who betook herself to the wilderness, as
spoken of in the Twelfth Chapter of the Revelation of St. John,
and the great wonder which appeared in heaven, and '"the woman who
was clothed with the sun and the moon under her feet." By this
woman 1s meant the Religion of God spoken of here under the term
"Yomen"; and the two orbs of “"Sun" end "Moon!", that is the two em-
pires of Turkey and Persia, are under the shadow of the Religion of
Gode The sun is the emblem of the Persian Zmpire, and the moon,
that is, the Crescent, is the sign of the Turkish IFmpire. Aind by
the "Crowns" is meant the Twelve Imams/Who assisted the Religion
ffE;; as to the "Man-child which

of God like unto the Apostles. (e
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(e) Though the "Crowns" ere mentioned as "Seven", yet they mean the
Twelve Imams, because there were five proper names common to the
Twelve Imams, whereas Seven different names telonged to the Twelve.,

Hence "Seven Crowns!" (i.e, Twelve Imams).
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was brought forth"; This child is the Promised Beauty (i.e. Baha'-
utllah) which was born out o8 that Religion of God.

Afterward it is said that the woman fled into the wilderness,
un
that is the Religion of God was transferred from Palestinehto the

ﬁil@ernéss of Hijaz, and remained there for One Thousand Two Hundred
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and Sixty Years, that is unto the day of the lLianifestation of the
Promised "lian-child", And it is evédently that in the Holy Sceript-
ures each day is given as one year.
Upon thee be greeting and praisel
(sig.) Ae Ao

In the following,I translate some Tablets and extracts from
Baha'u'llah;

The Homily to be read during the Wedding Ceremony:

"In His Name, the Giver, the Bounteousl!

Pradse be to God,%he Pre-existenv, the fverlasting, the ISternel
the Chengeless,- to Him who has testified to His lissence by His Own
Assence. Verily, He 1s the One, the Independent, the Lofty!

We testify that there is no God but He, and we acknowledge His
Singleness and Confess His Oneness., He has been everlastingly in
the height of His loftiness and in the summit of His Tupregnability
sanctified beyond the commemoration of all else save Him, and puri-
fied and independent akove all commendation by all else beside Him.

And when He desired to accomplish the order of the World and
show His Bounty and Beneficence unto nations, He enacted Laws and
established Paths, wheréin He laid down the lLaw of Matriwony, and
appointed it to be a fortress for prosperity and salvation; and Ie
commanded us to act in that which He revealed from the Holy Xingzdom
in His "Ketabil-Akdas" (i.e. Book of Baha'i Laws), and this is His
saying, Glorified is His Might, 'O ye peoplel! ZIngage in metrinony,
in order that there may appear from you that which (or those who)

may commemorate and nraise Me awmong My servants. This is My command
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unto you, if ye will take it as a helper unto yourselves!?

And we salute and bless the followers of El-Bayan who are
the people of Baha,- those who expended thelr efforts in promoting
Phis Manifest Religion, and whom the reproaches of blamers did not
prevent from following God.

Praise be to God, the Lord of all the Creaturesi®
"In the Name of the Object of the Whole Worldl

Preise beloveth and befitteth that Beloved One who has ever
been and Who will remain unto all Bternity. His Meroy has encom-
passed gll in emistence. This lMercy, in its primary state, is the
declaration of proof which becomes manifest from the dayispring
of Providence of the lierBiful. One,- in order that all may thereby
attain unto knowing that Sea of Pre-existence which is the HEssen-
tial lMotive for the creation of the world.

"In its secondary state, this Mercy is the Divine Commands,
through which nmighty and great ladder all may ascend unto the
station of Sanctity, of Eingleness and unto the swmmits of Glory
o Oneness.

"Blessed are those who in this day arise to assist the Cause
of the Lord of lMankind ﬁhth spiritual attributes and pure deeds.
God willing all the beloved ones must be in the utmost love and
friemdship, and never fall short in helping one another. The mean~
of the term "Mowasat" (i.e. fellowship) revealed in the Divine Book
is this,~ That each one of the believers must consider the others
like unto himself, that is, he should not count himself superior

to othér; that the rich should not withhold their goods from the
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poor, and that they make equal choice for other beliefers of what-
ever benevelent deeds they choose unto themselves. This is the
meaning of "Mowasat". And the linmit intended for "lowasat" (in
the Book) has been to this degree,- to emceed such limit is ac-
counted tefore God of selfish grades and egotistical desires. Ilay,
God forbid that we do so! DBeware lest ye commit that which is not
loved by God. God willing, all must engage in this commemoration
with the utmost sanctidy and puritye.

"Verily He is the Commander, the Hearer, the Knowerl™

"A word was seen in thy letter which is indeed a '"perfect
word." If any soul acts (in the spirit of) that word, he whll
attain to ell good, and it is this: '0 my God! O my Master! ly
wish is Thy Good Pleasure.'

"Ask thou God that thou mayest continue firm in this word.
Blessed 1s whosoever drinks from this Cup and is of those who know!
God's Munificence is bound@less and His Grace 1s endless; There
ne¥er 1s any interruption in the Bounty of the Bounteous One. He
has ever granted the wishes of all;gﬁn some instances, He has de-
layed this, as it has Heen deemed advisable for the person who made
the wish. Otherwise, he will attain unto the best of that which he
has wished, But for those souls who are indeed holding fast unto
God's Good Pleasure, another (loftiem) station is ordained. Blessed
are theyl! Blessed are theyl +.."

"You had asked concerning the station of parents in the next
life., One of the special bounties of this Manifestation is this

that~ev€ry soul who believes in the Dawning Place of the Cause, the
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Rays of the Sun of Divina'raror will syrround his parents, ahthough
they may not have attained to belief in the Manifestation, This is
His Bounty unto His beloved Ones, Praise thou God, and be of those
who are thankfull"

"I exhort you, 0 ye my beloved, to show forth the wsmost great
Trustiworthiness'amnng myléervants and creatures. For, tqgugh trust-
worthiness the Cause of God will be uplifted in the world, and the
senctlity of the Cause will become manifest amnng men. Be ye trustees
among the servants! |

"Thus have We exhorted them in the Teblets. Verily, thy Lord
1s the Khower, the wise.pneiJ Say: Trust ye in all matters in the
forgiving True One. verilﬁlﬂé bestoweth that which He willesth up=
on whgévar He willeﬁth and Hé prevents whomsoever He desireth from
that whioh He desireth, Verily He is the powerful, the Mighty!

"Let not the things of the world grieve you. God has indeed
ordained uﬁto you that whioh naught in creation can equal, were ye
of those who Know., Be ye firmd in the Cause in such wise that the

storms of the misleading ones may not shake you."

"As to thy queation-epnperning-the sould, and their acquaint-
ance concerning the éﬁnditiqn_of_each othernafter fheir ascension
(from thia.lifé)x Know thou, Verily the people of Baha who are
established in the"Red Ark" will ever associate, consort end har-
monize tbgethér and“spa:.ﬁﬁdf£farél'and-éacend in company with each
other, as though they'were one soul. Verily, they are of those who
are 1nforméd, who wili"piecéive and who will have knowledge. Thus

_.has the matter been decreed on the part of the Knowing One, the Wise
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Onel |

"The people of Baha who dwell in the Divine Ark are 2ll in-
formed of each other's donditions, and they are in the soclety and
company of each other 1mt1mate1y. This station depends upon the
Assurence and the deeds of those souls. Those who dwell upon the
same plane are informed of the state, particulars and degrees of
each other, Those who are situated on a plane lower than that of
rheselsouls are not entirely and duly informed of the degrees and
stations of those on a higher plane., Hach has his (particular)
portion before thy Ldrd. Biessed is the soul who turns unto God
end is steadfast in His Love, until his spirit soars uo unto God
the Soverign, the ?owérful; the Forgiving, the Mercifull As to
the sould of those who do not believe (in God); By my lifey they
will know of their failings, end will ory and lement btoth at the
time of death and after ﬁhe @eparture of their souls from their
bodies. | |

"This is very evident and clear that after their death, all
will be informed of their own deeds and actions. I swear by the
Sun of the horizon of Power that at that time such a Joy wili come
upon the people of.Truth'whiah 1t is impossible to mention. Likee
wise at that time, auch rear and trouble and anxiety will come up-
on the people of wrror harder than which can not be imagined.

"Exoellent is the condition of whomsoever receives the pure
immortal Chalice--wine of;Faith from the hend of the Possessors of
Religions, and drinks the;ééf‘“. veo
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Notes taken by Chnarlotte Bingnam at Akka, Octohor, 108,

I inquired as to tlwe genscalogy of Baha'o'llakh, und
Abdul Bahs sald that Ho was of Abrahan's blood = not tixrough
Isaac or Ishmael, but thr'ouz(f;h cne of his other sons by Witurah
by whom he hal slz sons. Bee Junsphus. )

ilo said Abranan had bDooi t;-'aug,ht by god and So bocuns
the "Friend of God," and so throush "his seod were all the
nations of the sartih to be blestl Ho sald there wore two
kinds of lianifestations, local like Isaish, and universal,
like Jeosus Christ,. I esked 1 we Lknew of any universsl Lol
ifestation previcus to Ohrist Josus. He sald,"ies, iHclchiciw
deo," and that lelchisedec was tho one who taught Abraham
about God and through Abralham there cane tho "School of the
Prophots," vwho guldeod thoe iebrew race in spiritusl trutis, o
it Jesus Churdnt could bBe born to theu.

dence, as the groat Landloestations are one and the
sane, Jesus Christ could well say, "Before Abraham.vas, T ape”
ot Paul understood clearly, for in his seventh chapter to ths
Hobrews, he says: "After the slnilitude of llelchiisedes Bhore
ariseth anothor priest who is made not after thao law of z cEre
nal comuandment, but after the powor of an endless 1ils,"

Also the bwentietlh verss of ths sixth chapler of ow
brews, he suysi= "Josus nade a high priest forever siter thw
order of Lolchisodose" And the seventh chapbtor, thixd verpo,-
that ilelchisedoc was “without fathor, withoul mother, having
neither bogimming of daye nor cud of 1ifs.

A S

S0 In tracing Bala'o'llah's ancestry back to sbrana
Abdul Bahs showed me how His spiritual linsage 1s tracesd hack
to idelchiseded through Jesus Christ, end so Y could at once
somprenand who that nysterious personags wihio had puzzled ne
since mp childhcod's reading of the New Testauent wag, this
‘no without faethor, without mother, having neilther beyzirming
of days, nor end ol life - in fact, the great wmiversal God
Spirdit or Logos, as manifested in Jesus the Christ and in
the Fathoer, whose coming Jesus Christ foretold and fox whioch
iio told His disciples to pray - that Splrit vhich is so
alghtily 11luninating the earth, bringing hidden thinzs to
light end making all things nanllast and cloar,
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Dear Mr, Eoar:

You write me that many of the friends in America are anxious to
know my impressions of Acca and of Abdul-Baka. How shall I write
80 as not to feed the fires of sﬁperatition on the one hand, or fail
to do justlce to the greatness of the subject on the other? There
are times when we find the éymbolalwe call words entirely inadecquate
and when we know that,.in spite of all effort to avold It, we shall
be misintarpreted'and misunderstood. There are some unkind ones
who, if we allow the heart to express itself freely, will accuse us
of emotionaiism.ahd'over—crédulity; and there are others who, if we
rgatrain the heart, and write of facts as facts, selting them forth
in their phyaicaluaspect ohiy, will éccusa us of lack of spiritual
comprehension and glmost of infidelity. However, God knows the
heart, and acknowledging responsibility to Him alone, I shall
endeavor to convej to all interested something of the impressions I
received on my visit to the Beloved One at Acca in Décember, 1906,
now nqarly four months ago.

To begin with, I would to God that all the people of the world
could see and know Abdul-Baha as I saw and know Him! Then indeed
would war, strife and conflict cease, the fires of hell and hatred
cease to burn, and peace and good will relign on earth.

But if we write of Abdul—Baha.as a personality, as a man, we
must describe him as thﬂ_aimpiest and most humble and most natural
man in all the ﬁorid.l He indulgea in no poses, makes no
pretensions} ﬁésertﬁ.no sﬁpériority, claims no special privileges
and in no way‘ﬁhﬁtéwer seeks to impress you with his dignity and
importance. He will eat ‘with you, walk Wwith you, talk with you,
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aBk about your health, discuss the simplest matters with you, and

anawer your mosgt trivial questions. In every sense of the word he
is natural, and in every sense of the word simple. The physical
eye will observe no halo, see no sign of supernatural power, detect
nothing, in fact, that might not be noticed in any really good,
simple minded and naturallyddignified man., We shall see one who,
like all those in this world who wholly sacrifice themselves to God,
the evil minded can lie about, accuse of evil and of ambition, mock
at afd revile. In a word, AhdﬁldBaha will appear to us so simple
and so matural that we will wonder what it is that some have been
able to see in him, who have set in circulation certain stories
which have appealed powerfully to the imagination of many, and which
may easily, in time, pass into records of signs, wonders and
miracles. We will find it difficult at first to realize that this
simple, dignified, kindly and lovable man is the Centre of a spirig-
ual power, of a know;a@ge and.inapiration which is re-creating the
world; and is the object of a love and devotion which no man in the
history of the world, except Baha'u'llah, his father, ever received
in his lifetime. And this love and;devotion is not confined to his
followers, 5u6 is seen in thoue'who know nothing of the Rellgion of
which he Is the cenﬂre.' ﬁé.will see high Turkish officials (his
jailors), Turkish women of high rank, and people of all classes and
conditions come to consult him on their most important matters, to
seek consolation and advice from him in théir domestic troubles and
to ask for his prayeré. Twice a week we will see the poor gather

" around him to receive gifts at his hands, their only benefactor,
thelr only real protéctar, ih'this prison city of squalor and
wretchedness. We will plainly see, even with the ph&sical eye,



that there is something in this simple, unprétentious man which
causes all around him to lean upon him in all things, and to regard
him with a love and devotion which prevents his bitter enemies (a
mere handful of envious and jealous ones) from speaking ill of him
except in thé most round-about and stealthy manner. Yhat is it in
-this man that conquers all who come in contact with him? This man
to whom all ebout him go in their troubles, but who himself, if he
has any troubles, never mentions them except to rejolice over them as
victories! This man who is so universal that from him we never
hear the word "“II" |
As I write these wordﬁ tears fill my eyes and run down my

cheeks. I, whose heart has often seemed to him like a stone, a man
hard-headed and combatative by nature,-accnstomﬁd to Indulging in
plain speech, and in argument to giving and receiving blows, one

who has never been regarded as sentimental or emotional -~ I, as I
recall my impressions of this man, am obliged to confess that my
heart melts like wax, that the tears blind my eyes, and that all
desire for controversy and argument, excaﬁt as God may will, is
taken out of me. What, I repeat, is the strange power of this man,
so simple, so‘natural, 80 unassuming, who asks for himgelf no special
consideration or reverencelwhatever, but whe continually points us
to the things of the spirit and to God® To tell, s0 as to make my-
self understood,.is beyond any power which God has given to me, or
to any man.r There are some things which the heart can apprehend,
but the tongue cannot utter. In a Tablet to me the Master once
wrote, "Turn witﬁ thy heart to the heart of Abdul-Bsha and the
hidden-myatery wili be revealéd to thee.” I have obeyed this

command and the mystery has been revealed to me; but I'cannot
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express it in words; not even he can do that. The pystery, how-
ever, Is no mystery at.all tq those who can meet Abdul-Baha heart to
heart, and this meeting can be had, and by many has been héd, without
paying a physical visit to Acca. Only through the spirit can the
reality and power of this man be apprehended. One is reminded of
the words of Jesus, "No man cometh unto me except the Father draw
him,"

In spite qf all I have sald, however, I will try and give you
an outer description of the Master. TFirst, it must be remembered
that he Is 63 years of age and that he has 1lived a 1life of ilmprison-
ment, of constant anxieties, aﬁd of hardship. He lookg his age.
But no sign of physical weakness Is apparent; on the contrary, he
impresgses you as being full of strength and energy, an example.of
splendid manhood at that age. His hair and beard are grey, and the
thoughtful lines on his face and forehead are in keeping with his
years, His beard is not very long nor full, but of silvery, fine
quality. His hair, which is the same color as the beard, he wears
about level with the shoulders. While the hair, 1ike the beard, is
inclined to thinness, there is, as I remember, no sign of baldness.,
His nose is large, slightly ﬁcquiline and finely moulded. His
mouth is large and firm, but without, in the slightest degree, being
hard, indicating a combination of firmness and kindness. His
forehead is high, broad and full, giving the impression of great
intellectual power. The wonderful thing about the Master's
physical personality is his eyes. Vhen I return to Acca the first
of June, I shall endeavor to more closely examine and describe those
wonderful eyes; at this writing I must confess my inability, and to
tell what it is about them that makes them so remarkable. VWhether
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they are black or blue or grey, or a combination of colors, I cannot
8KY. In fact, they seemed to change even as I looked at them and
into them, as I did more than once. Of this, however, I am quite
certain, that I cannot think of Abdul-Baha, nor say my prayers,
without seeing those indescribable eyes, and more than once since I
left Acca they have looked their love at me in my dreams.

But one tires of phjaicalitiea. The important matter is to
try to reallize the fragrances of the Spirit that are being wafted
from that white gpot and from that pure heart. Truly, there is
that at Aécs Which cannot be seen with the physical eye, heard with
the physical ear, nor understood with the intellect; a something
which the heart can feel and the soul alone apprehend and which
cannot he reduced to the physical symbols we call words.

When the Hasfer speaks a something is set in vibration over and
above the physical words, a something which is Spirit and Life, and
which bestows Spirit and Life; and it would seem that the outer
words are merely ; means of contact, or a physical medium of
connection between the soul and this Spirit of Life which 1s
imparted to the aoﬁl; That which the soul receptive receives from
the words is far more than the mere outer form of the words would
seem to warrant. TFor instance, I asked the Master for the answer
to a question which had troubled me for a year or more. He
answered me In a few words, without apparently any particular effort
at explanation, yet his simple statement conveyed to me immediately
an understanding of the whole matter that perfectly satisfied.
Perhaps the same words spoken by another would have made no
impression, for his answer was a simple statement without yroof.

Uttered by him, however, they seemed to change the whole current of
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my thought, create a new consclousgness in me, and supply me with the
povier of comprahénsion, 80 that a matler which had puzzled ume Tor
more than a year was cleared up in an instant. I trust this will
convey 10 you my meaning, that tﬁe real power at Acca Is the power
of love and knowledge, purely spiritual In its ménifestation, a
mattar of the heart and of the soul, and has no connection whatever
with physical miracles and phenomena.

To realize who Abdul-Baha is, to understand his relation to
Baha'u'llah and to Christ, to comprehend that he meeds no other
glorification, commendation or exaltation than that he is Abdul-
Baha, to know why it is that he commands that no other name or tIitle
should be given him, and that by no explanation or interpretation
can the Station of Abdul-Baha be made any more glorious than it is,
one must he able, with the s?irifual eye, to see the things of the
Spirit. If we are to be content, as he is conten®t, with his simple
designation as the Servant of'Baha, and have no desire to refer to
him hy any other £itla, like him we must realize that we are nothing,
and that God is all; mﬁst eliminate the ego, surrender the self and
allow God to do His work in ug, instead of imagining that we have
any power to accomplish it within ourselves, To be able o
apprehend the Station of Aﬁdul—Baha is to apprehend, atv lz2ast in
part, the Sregt truth of renunciation, of absolute surrender o God.
Surrender to Godl How easy to say, but how difficult to really
understand and dbl It means to be conscious of our nothingness,
and to open our souls and let the fragrances of the Spirit blow
through them; to feel that God in us is doing our seeing, our
willing, our'thinking,land”raliaving us of the responsibility. It

is to understand that He is the Graat Burden Bearer on whose
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shoulders.is the governmént of all things. Here Is a vicarious
atonement worth having, a vicarious atonement which brings rest and
peace and real salvatlon.  Who are we and what can we accompligh?
It is true that tha'atation of man is very high, but it Is high
because of hia'cﬁpacity'to recelve from God. The breeze of the
Spirit blows ﬁy the rocks and by the trees and by the animals, but
they are unconscious of it; Man, however, has the power not only
to become conscious of it, but to be the ingtrument of it in the
enligntemment of mankind and the vivification of the world, And
this is a ﬁaffer of simple faith., When we realize that we are
hothing and kﬁdw nothing and stand humbly before God, we will be
clokhed upon by the s;;_irit'. Adam and Eve tried to make for them-
selﬁes garments of fig';ééves. Usaiéaa. God gave theg coats of
skin, Jesus said, “"Consider the 1lilies how they grow: they toil
not, they abin hbf, and yet'I‘saﬁ unto you that Solomon in all his
-glory was not arfé?ed 1ike one of fhes&.“ "If then, God so clothe
the'graés;'WEiéh is tqédaj in the field and to-morrow Is cast into
the oven; how much more will He clothe ye, O ye of little faitnen
With all our'foiiing énd-apinning aﬁd fretting, the best that we can
do is to clothe ourselves with mere garments of fig.lsaves, with |
mere symbols to hide our Igﬁoranha. ' But those Who have found the
Becret'of turning t0 God in perfect self-surrender and sure Pfalth,
receive a spiritual garment 80 beautiful that the toiling and
spinning of'the'métaphysical schools, with their product of so-
caliad-kndwledge, becomes a useless trouble and a weariness of ine
flesh, Ihé secret of real spiritual power is the renunciation of
the self and dependenoa upoﬁ God. This gpirit of renuncistion and
of absolute éubﬁigﬁidn'and surrender $o God, is the spirit in which

one is bathed at Acca. The lesson of complete reliance upon God
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From Mra. Florence Xharnum.
\ to her Parents. 1908,

"At last we are in tre Master's houss, a2rd have a beautfful room
right on tneo sea, through which the cool ssa breszes svweep continually.
The vien of tie Gulf of Acca is superb. I am snchanted with the beanty of
tue Hediterranean here, and from the time our steamsr turned the Point

at Mount Carmsl and entered the Gulf of Acca, I have bean amazed and delk

lighted with the baaﬁty of the.scana, far surpassing descriptions and

' ﬁ#éﬁ the colored photographs., I wish we owned some land on “t.farmel,
6bich isfin_ﬂﬁifa.' The sir there-is so pure and fragrant, and one sess a
vagt stretch bf'éea and mountain to landward, ard here zpd at Haifz the
music of the 863 13 ever in. one ! '3.08r8.

As +e entered Acca I noticed an; atmoephare I had never seen hefore, o
sort ot cle¢qu,ﬁ§uuday psace .was. averyshere, which the spirit and nerves
felt, dud whep uengauge@Fowtqlda;tne Mester's doorvway, and servants and
baiievéra.eame hurryi#p out to Sasist us, and Ali whiapered - "Th g ig the
Yastor's hoasa‘_na ara here,“ I falt guch a radiant light in the afmosp.are
snd reelized that our Lord was 1ndead near. |

Ve arr;ved in_pge ga;;y?aftggppqn,-anu soon after, the MHaster seni for
us. He gave us s bsautiful welcome. He wag 80 loving, so kind. He took
Rahia, the.babf,'in his n:mslgndwkiaaed-him, and gave him a beaniiful ro-
SarTy he LR carrying hinselft, -'Ha'callalhim Rahim Xhan always. The Yag-
ter is so bguu;iful, g;l;f@dignqaggnd-joy‘and goodness in his spirit, and
8o gentls apd kinde . .

| But it i3 1apossible to dssgriba:him.-,Ha i3 ao uatural and simple, and
Jet his dlgnity 13 ao reg&l ong. . mould pever presume in any way in hisz pre&
ence. He 13 ao danerous.-k ﬂnﬁriday mornings ha gives nonsy to the pror,
follpﬂing the:MOh%mnpdggTguatgm;harat -But. his work iz go terrific: he i
like two pers§n3! o§§_j9§£;bk§.h““gn'man,.but of course the moat clorisus,
Rost peffact wan craatédwv‘Then-Eé ia-the““aster, the Peal Spiritusl
King of wuis sorld any of the future centuries.. God, speaking in and

varougl Him as thrqngnrqu in Christ and all toe Hdoly Hesssngers and
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Propocts of the past; only His Station is that of revealing tue wholes Truth
in this new dispsnsation. And oftsn he sleeps only a few tours, or has
& fever, or surfers in his humanity; 1like othsar hnman beinpgs, only his
suffericgs are so great, no human being conld bsar themn, I hope to write
you more avout tiosse later. Tet he teachesz the a2rest lessorn in his life
of wanifesting real joy and fragrance, resl happiress, ﬁrue piety sand lova
cof God, true kindness, trualheroism, true faithfulpness, real goodnegs in
vhie #idst of colossal trials, difficultiss #nd & hundrsd thoussand ennnias,
and briﬁgs awoetesss and beauty out of chaos.

Al 1s getting a rect, and is-utterly happy here. The Haster is vary
genecus, very considerate, very bountiful, and of course thernost parfect
hoet in- the world. |

We drive to the gavdea of Rigwan, which is one of tha Mastsr'e sardens,
and we 8it by tae river upder those tsce gia.mt nulterry treeg, and have tas
while tne fountain is turned on. It is beautifully built, and the wsatar ok
often tavss tie shape of 4 lily, and ingide & flame burning; so it oftan
looks like a lily with a heart of fleme.

Wg walk arouna the beauniful reservoir, and the evening star comea ont
over thie distant sea, the soft after glow and twilight, in wbhich iha palm
tress look so poetic apd beautiful, stezls over iLie rcens, and se Adriva
howe 1n the evening whén it is Quite dark, though not yet nisht,

Tnghaater'slspirit is all love 'and Yindnegs. He iy go meal 2nd huwmble
in His Bpirit, but very kingly in ell hig bearing and carriage,  Very dig-
pified ip & true sense, and he often keaps then laughing at table ss he is
a creat wit, Ali says.

He ie glorious! At table he makes then szerve me firedl; then they pass
to aia. He waves thew avway and waits antil the last. Vou have to ses him
to appreciate what this means, as all treat him with consumnate love anid
respect. Although he is 8o simple he is so great thai no one has ever sesn

any ons lixe him. . Then when he ansvers questions, or teaches, his wiadom

]

is siaply gppailing. His illustrations, tics clearness, eloquence, swoet-
ness, PEENNENY end goodness; he is truly marvelous, and one naally sess
aii tke propusts and holy nmen of the past, arn’ magnifiad in Hin.
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Thaere is sucu an atwovspnere of péace and joy here that whoever i3 here
forgets all uis iroublan apd vorries, a2ll unhappinese, and feels serane
and perfectly uappy, wishing never to leave the Yaster, who truly is the
ross of their world, aud iz whose prosence tie spirit is at rast, ard in aw
wn0se koussiheld thers is peace, and in Wioss nearness is all joy and fra-
gran . e, so that one wiocmsa always, as I say, to live wnith thﬂHaaier.
There is nobthing to #worry one, to hurt one's feslings, no worldly peopie
or gtruggles, but just Joy in fne nearness of tne Master.

Last evening, as I atood on the terrace, rooflesgs plazza, outside tue
big dipiung room, and lookad ap at the velvety Syrian night, nesavens with
vkelir briliiant profuasion of golden sturs, and sav the naw moon, sc 8il-
verfkﬁnd erquisite, and iookiﬁg in - saw thae Master walking white the
guests.were assembling for dioner, I wantsd to pinch myself Lo sese what
tnlsfmarVelous scene meant, tius sxcseding but sirange Oriental bsauty of
the pight, and tneke,walking among us , the greategt One in tnis world.
Sucgrprivilegas make one feel one ig drsaming, anmd I whigpersd to Ali -
"Loé} s{ tais!, and Look in there!”

jﬁa_ueart rests so herel

Af tter fron Teheran, Percia, January 23rd to Khanum's gigter says
tiais has besn a WOnderIulb'ourney. The crowning glory was neeting the
Master in Acca and his 335@3 housenodd. "Oh really, daar A.... that is
Loe aast ﬁnndgrful'axéerianpa ou}aartn today!"

(Sig: Florence Breed Fhanon.



