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... ~ ......... :'.'~"jQ~i·::~.~~~:'~:~~:~;~;~\~:;}i;L~5~~~;:t~' 

L1,.. 8(1 ... ttJ 'be ~, ~u.\IIi1th fU~ yo';,;.r' enV1r \:IB~Umt. .:t'l;i 

bflt h~l'Y 18 ,~ _no GOD and .. .,..r yc)ul'8el,t fl'Q(n tha w(~rld. f~It)od.1l:~t~~ 

·t~v •• V~N""'- you w*-'l'l ~, .ode. L(~"nl. Q(HHln4Su \!JU ev~ll.r 1'J. {IWli:ng 

t."Qf4i t1,hrie't bOcaaM !fa .... 0" wlth the: 'F1if.f.httr.. ou,tw:tl~r~D.y I f:llll t!;. 

l/ris¢m .... '" CQltlB1d.r1!dU on ..... but no UU,6 1~ a& tr-&o. I r~I.1ILi,O$ \f';f{l:f'· ... 

ID(;r"&.. ~~!~loh. do 1 prefer to b. ItbaOlui,elyfrft'ft- aton~ w'J. h 0:);)<- f+~qM"lrri;7; 

u(}th1ng- wMt1ng. dos1J'iae nuih1ng but. ~'la.t all 8hAlJ. knOw.' th~ t'~"ll nihw 

{J ,t' GOn- thall ' tw pG ..... 8 th. mat,rial YM~.th ()f t.ha world.. To DV~ rl"~f~; 

;ym~ Y$'t P<UUJo •• m1.nd and hoar-to 'bo\lnd to the world Md l~ 111l.r;,.wi~t(? ;:~lj' 

'Il.(tuutm; t , Ctilt not be 4) _pAred w1 tll bo 1fli:~ a .. ,) ... 01&1.1 &d r~ r;t ,fJfnl~ 1" ::l ';~ t 

l,l(J saes#ing aup,-.,. ha.ppin4!Ui$, p.·rtf:'ctly s()uml in tnind .t~n(~ b~Jd:y' (::..t.:~<i ~,:r\ 

1 (;vln.g relat lon to t..h*un1verual. Qrdor" 

It 1. popl'b18 \0 overo ... the world, the tltuilh atl.t#, , .. :0. ~',\:cfi.l 

'by' walld.ng oonat_tly in the path of {tOD, by \tkry1n.g IIlil n.(~~ati i'~ ~':t ~ 

n.akn«iHU~s tear, aelt18hne.a and ilJ.l 41)I~bt tn~dtn' .~ ttHlunt.a.itlt \.It ~i\Jj~! .tti '71jJ~, 

itl t~@l'H~. 11.,1r-£g l'J"uth. 'ftWl a1.ta1n t.h1~ ,~~1~~J.1~ l(:)ll" 

~"h .. more obat.-&Ol •• Qt1. hail \ .I} ~v~J,.roo,me.. tlle: t'QI) f''' (jlrtl~~ v,l tJ ;~:,~; 

-(.i ne m.eet. .ucc ••• lull)'. th. · _trl>t\g&J" will ona b~. N'ljvQr l)~c omfj ~:Lz"" 

c¢urag_d. To 'b' weak ,t,. JlQt wme.Cf)AJG4ylly to b$u.n,willing t~) lH~ ~Jt, }"Gnt~, 
• f. 

HGj 0 100. ba 3lad. ilia \ha Ow. of (h),D you a.J'D !3Jki,o to ~mf.f~u·.. ';::'\t 

'b~ mlm:'.vr'.l:'itod. tQ 'b- .m.:18w14.ratQod t(jrth~ Jijake. of GOJ),. ~,l~li :i" ti,,1 

(Hm~",uenoe. All. • . inc.,.'. tOllowere n1' nO)) "'1'" .miilju.·dtt(Ul J.~ld, !'~AVf; 'b~~n~ 

On.~ eamli;rt ;floUfi the 'w111 ot ~t:Jj ~l~,tld iallid. 1;;i0~ t.h~j; <#.111 ;:.<{: OOD .. 

-jl_.w. wh.n &1.1 ...,. .,. •• &11 of yCI\~· 1$ tru.e rH>'J, it l)IHf :lii 

~'l;H'I $0 i 0 U8t.>t Er'ror 1n ,not» lit •• 

C ... rt.filnll ('J. li1~ ".lona toe t\ ch:~a·c.':lt be: i.\ r:nOt'fi.bfu· of kl Ohl~L(l.t.:ltiJ';. 

~(i)'o1.t~ Md, c,Q-nt in",. t.o oa11on(l· li ~:l1' ~Balt£:\1. b~H~I*,ld~' th'~ ti~Ji,j';~,}) 

2,.,.-0 



They are in p.rtoct hllo1'llon::f. On. &ce.,t.* ''''lil.~ trae te&dhinen ed' tri;Lt) 

41ooiploo ot GOD. It 1. BCtt n .... ".,.y eyen to la.'b*l Olla' ~ uelt. C~n,,,' 

m~ cUI one'li Mlt • ,Bahai and in no 'i.ay 11Te t11. lit ..... (;J'l the \;.th~r 

h;lUld onG :may 11v. f,he 1.1t. and n ..... ,. bo k:n(rwn, h a. :aa:r.!-~i. It i~ net 

~o l'ltuoh by what naa_ lOU, are cfIJ.l.4, btlt 'wha.t. YOJl arf.l b, yO\U" h'.!HU"'f#. 

A:rfJ you 111V111, l\ll4 _"in., (JO])? 1.0" and .rvioe a.r .. tl"l"~ et'~~t~jH'*t 

f'(Hll.ti.s1tea of .. 10&4 lite. End.AYor in evory 1~r)UB1blf.l Wt"J.y t.o d,\.) J,O;tlV 

i'aY<:lr', ,a ar,tl 6, ~.M;lo. ttl" 80:OU. on •• :1;, .fI- dO' this daily- n{) Y.I;(l';i.,t, t(.tf' :~J~j',~ 

8!i\~,1 or tr:l",ia,l theaet ot ktndnc:uJ nu~.y boo. e:ve!l a. .,iltt OO;tn.t~ 

~ :;~j,:;4 

"':n~~t ions. Ch.riut .tia1d u:ntQ iUa diIH'liple,fl t!~,fn~,y C.tUl~H$t th~),i ;Ii1$ £'t(){dt; 

:tl'~urij hi nOll" gO(Jd aav. the 'Father". :!ija ~." 't.il'l6retor. :Pe.ri't:{')t.. "r~::'Ht$ 
.~~ 

st\il.i tlt \,i,ntH') 'him "Follow 11_; and l$Qvet):::.f,! d.lialli t;~~ b~~,r:y thu ir own d*}';'J.d'" 

W'Hi i'I'lj1or all thing_ are you.ra, Whet.h.or :P~~ll* (t~' A.p{~llob nr' ne:r:ih.lt): or 
<,, ">~'~"i 
.. 'thD ':Jmt'l{t, or life, or death, OJ" Ti1.ingllJ .pr'f;H~Otrt~ iiI,.- :r:1:'dngB t,(J e~1.~); 

~!h~ti'''l;iJ:ce. I link. myHl.t the .... attd not t.G dUM't.. It' o:n,t'll 1.t"i:i,C:i i,~ tt) 
/' \;' ":;,<. ~. , 

'.~\f 
, ~ ' >}tl'JJ#COildi tll;mB t.Q ~Qot Go:n to fulfill H),l) .pr'i.,ill)li~~ '. J~:r'i;,y j,ti, ttl 

" .i'~ . 

::?llftthe soul int.o Ul11.on • .11.b. ~ Eto:rnlitJ. {loo.~#*. ltitlQl~nCHiU l;i;J 

···· ;';:>/';~~th(i\ l1aftu.tMl roaul t 'Jt t4bld1ue in (l{)D .. 
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Se:if.1f1oe . !he·~ : .. -'--(;i-ij) iT i tuaI £0 i&nw 

ttre l.la exac't at; tl~HH1. or m.t'hemat ie .... 

"Evcry bour of ' ,<Hdt1 .... hichatf1milttlon ~}r the l(lq~ !~tu"fe;c'tlon. 

or ::n~nd anti body, tend. d1r'.otly to· a.ctrlA11s. such condtt i,onD. '.rh'Or~i' 

,i ~ no moro nnC4lrta1n.ty Ja:bou.t .,1't. trend th.an tbifriJ 1. about ~) :~ tr n\lz:{:(1~lg 

. 4U1object if ' .. walk t .. ...,. 1t1. 

the un1Ti.i)'$&l ~,.tlI,. 8P_*» only or Wt101fnl:OH . ilJtdhtU"'.-n(;:n.~;t. '\'/i.$ 

;should ne~r lii.:; •• of tho fault. Qrwea3o:).,S.,8 (It otheTf$j. li\l~W"'*~ ;I~· ~C, ~p:ti 

yet, imperfeet. 'Vo ll:lU~t conce,ntl"iit& on tho €~Oi}d quIU 1t1$~ <~f Qt~l«tl" ;i .. 

'Virtu'Hl iilJ"& tQ b6 tOlJJld in overy .r~er.O'n, it sO Hel-lt. .Ac(Julj{t.ti(J;n ~ 

· ~).iS'airiat ()thers are wrong- moul4 thera be le.cl:'ine ~"f'1df1rte(J and l~r r.' () f 

M'oe imto the a.eeuISftT. l1s1lttciliUly one: mU.3't 'be 1c1ml, 1 0,"' 1r~g f."n/' C}'iif!,;(' l. t ii:lll'fJ 

v 1ct o1'y m-:Hit be. ach1*T"d and ol,d thil'1 £t$ bt'h:}Q110 l't~~.. J)i(lH~i(''t; i~l:1~:i, 

~ji£,i .~r a I;. i Ol1G are lau of growth. !)f1!nrold brbtea aUf1!>l;l II ';8:"ror-:/ ~\.),~:;, 1 ~ 

inT(tst .. d with ~ d1vin. d1gnity an~l sht)uld roign ir.~ 1t~ (l~j;~ :kinl$d(~~ . 

'J::,""'v0ry one fiho'u14 dOny th • . r t4_ of tile) ~on)' t h .ti · OO'tt~!1o.ua EL"1d 'tllJ~ 

~h :i.()h r:llak~hl l.~;p Qltr: "'y1r'¢nm~l'1t. V1b;n::l.tiol1jJ <.:!.r't'.l ev~n' J} ,f .. ~i.ii1.n~$ o'lj'cr 

tl':,~~-e connection., 'back'ward and torw lU'a., Md it- 1~ .fOT \U.l 't{) {j(mLf'()l 

t.ho ir ln~r.p ose Mrl quality. We ,..oo1.,-Q in TetttU-n tl:,e kin<l W4i' b&nd. {~ut. 

! ;C"I'f; ~r.or 1 Qve. a;ntaaon1an tor lW.t~{JniM;.. I.oya giJ.d..1J e V(;'J,'J vbj ~ ;~: t, 

l..tI)Q:n whicll W. project 1 t, and 1 ta l.ilh~te.n iLl r~:t"'le:otad l)cwk hI. ri,;\./,J of 

gold:e~l l.ight. l,oYSitth1nkat.h nQ IjIY;U. I~:r lirtrj~)ot.:Lll.~,~ t'holJght finly in~ l : 

the gOIHl.,'" ere ... to t.1. hvmon1o\18 .nvirofltu(iiut,. 

Thf~ f'u.ct ·tliat wo arc oonts childr~n mi.:tllt. rul6 (;nd- "Hl'n£ciott;\'\::'H'!o G~) , 
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'tik~h'''·'' ,~ " :lh t:1!ti2.**1 ~_~i._ .... $ .•.. ~ •• :~~~~ ~~, .!~',. ..' . };{ri:;:;:~\i ,' 
f..neGstral tnhvmony. 'l'h' dlytn. he,r6d,ity Ov.rl[1;llU ~ll 1nJl~l·ltf.tU h~il,~ 

. ' ill",. Thing. which .. hold in our cOneo10UBnCISb soon 'bac~e (H::tt' 

. po£_aoion. The1tD.l>f.u"tectlQu of todA;I itl tl:Ci tjt.\lJ)pin~ ~t{)l'l~ !(;..t" t,(,:;. '''' 

': , ' : , :! i.T~ <:)rri')ti'. Llf~iu richer, love etrotl{;or, t.rut,h lr"'J..')r. b.i.tl;t.t.irul~ n ·liIltU('t;; 

. , 
"to " 

ffl,irer f :t1ll.laic t;:weotor; ar\cl:l ... 1ner than 'ffft lv-,ve eyor dr.ana:-d.. U ;')l) i;;; 

inti,nitely b4tter\httn WO ' ¢Wl~~ill.O. W~; ~ua~ t'.ilWi\,Y'&$ 1 .(11.;~~; t l.F¥nd' ,:L; 'iff; 

.. ' ~f'ii l)luJsing f)rl t()...-rdMtJ:'~. S'Lij)r.,._ l<l.aJ.. ~ W'h1ch i.nc1 ud8D- ~holunej~", ':Ih 

f!JViH'Y plano f'OTt'h • .tndiy141.i:Al '~l~i tJ:~ l'cWO. i!i\l:U d~elt?lJ"'e.d '~:r '~i,tw 

d:.ailylw. This.t~ to "ruw atii.r1tl,,~dly.. 1'1:, 10 un ol1m1nati.on of tJ:l(:) bi4.H:i 

r arn ni>t bound by th$ alui.1na of aVPtlltitt), ~JaD$l()n, i:.t1I: :·;l ~lf.t. 

(:; \ ~ ~t Q:$ j creed. f'tulh1 on,uoc1ot1o», llOl j.t 10&1. t l'"N,di t ionii.l iat.;'l~t ell: i;11\, 

lI,;~ld.s.iHU H&t UTe. I am ill an a.bsw:. ut.~y ,[lfirttl at. fr~fi'd(;I!t. }.!'y lHHi,J' ~,(ti.;,ib{;; 

1f.t reat:ra1nt, r am kc~t in Aoca. by law, but t:.l::l up1r1tu<liil. " :11. il'J t'rt.}Ii) ~ 

Wa IC.uut we,loom. truth . tr= "IIdlate-yer itOHl"C0 :l,t may CQm~1I .. triHt l'~} thf:~ 

tSl,Jirit' of 0:0l) 1a, tho."'. ia Llborty .. l1 flhtt ~:}(}ripturQs U.i~:y IIIJ;'o1' 'thii! l a~w 

ut thu ~p1r1t Q·f 111'. it! chr1eit JOlltle !'!!urte mo froo fr(..'1tl. the l i1.W 'ff ~1.tl 

I am glAd yO'U, Ciln go to I.ndla. TOil will. 6fj~ :m.1.~'V 'b~l :l ,!v~ra ;h~ 

6h,t). C~Uq or (~(jl). ~t the bleoaing of .Htth.~.\.totlla:.h be Ul~<1n you ~ul. 

'It~J (/,10. thAt tllit ii •• t und tho E'4Dt iU'C growlng elo~~~r togetll~r. lO~ .. ~ 

~ h.~:uldmaiden in God'. OaWto trOll tha .. World ha·yti b$un l'iilf'm1 t 'tc;d to, 

;i$~_ Md a;P04k .1t.11 yot.trbrO'-her. and sifirtera or tho Old. lV~rld. When 

yc;u rtuwh Infi11-. yo:uw1l1 .Mt. with l1.a;ny o.11eyura f'rwl'.!. variouil o'lr.et~a) 

orcl>da .iot:\4 Uot1wtA.Q,ak1ng 41tterent tonlZL.1tla. 'l'hf;Jy rdEt.y uot be abllill 

to S''poaJc WitJl y~u tn lbI611ah nor may you unclo.rstUotld th~ir' nutiv@ tOn5k~~ 

but you wUl 'b • .in nO.l_ a lS'tl"'ane(u·. Y(Jl.~ willaJ.l pil ~UJ on~ 1.~:rei$ 

f'Wltily. I _n4 tfo l*L1eYeJ". in tht) ·Hf4.fJt gr."ting. £rcm the houo~hold 

Qlld lU;f ~y riol'l aad. A"rlCYu.'bl •• ~~ a.ttond lQUf' ~t4;ii¥ in th4.1 

Or teat a.nd Wh.,..... loa .-.,y ba. 



t~ ~~~Q~ 01 the Truth Qtthe teaeb,l1'1ga l)t :Bal:ta t ¢ '11a3:1 I enjo in ytJu 114t 

tt) Ml(l.W or PCl"'l:il t thf.1t Cl').POrt'Ul'l1t~f to 'p<41:S:l1~ b~r . lhl t- we Must nt\lvur ;:;.t 

M;;.: tlJJlQ cr"a"te trtrlfe by thruat tng tl).& t~lil.ohitle~ tit)f)n unwill :lng 

Itta'r'(HU',ldGid h.:/ i-i.nd Iilll1."'~ OlH:'td 'b,1 1 .. e". • tor "broth ",. 8illol'ul ~ i t1'\i.(~r fi in th~: 

fl1J ir it ~r '3 11iU.f;".Jl il4~rtsr und ·do4t'er tllJln th()aft tn the nll!tl1h. W:n.H:.\ 

laattrUr ~ it "1.tt.h~ I~l.LYaiQa.l t_tha .. and motll€.lr a,f"fIi not hex'@", 1 rw,r t?~y 

f~lthe:r', thy moth.l". t.hy ~iallt.r, thy brQth~l'""" :r Z1.a."'1e 'tH1U'lY ch .U dr"fm- 'X 

rut; 't..h~ aato.e to a.ll. l.~ve.ry trm~ :n ~~f.i.i in ;;ul t.o li..not}'!, V;tr b~liL;;iJ·61". 

Although, .r cannot gow1t.h .;you in b<.;clYit rel~l1.t1f~b·fU' t.h1.u- I Curl e,;lwa y &. \tit,b. 

}lOi.l in :lpir1t. 11.y ~.I!lrit tlhall ~o yd'Lh :Jo ~,;\ and 't;i~ with yov ~dl tliY~ j{,/t~! , 

I = z;la.d orwh~t .'lOll tellt'1o e ono(\ruin c; t h(;.' kinilne HS i.1.l'tU 1 C'';i~' 

0 1' ~> ')Irl ~ 0 :[" the bolievers whom you mont ion. ..- ...... - hq 1}tH'J.n in the, 

h tn:Q;:ie:llCld for m.cmt.hli 14\ a tUtc; and 1$ tr~'Aoh love.(t l:.W uu .:;J,l. I tht-:;nJ<.: 

yt::iU for .h.r &roetinea Nld lovt. I :V .r~i&.y (}O'D tihe w1~1 ~)yi~ :r ()Q yen.r' 

t41 tll.f'Ul fr 1Cl1tl4 ~d holp ;yuu kno'w Qf tll\~ l.o·Y1'e of (JOD. 1 ;url gl ad 13}:\Y; 

l'~il.a h.l1'J$« J{'Q'UII- ,I b .• g · GOD to biad y01J yt)t C10IiiO};"- !i.3,'/ thla 111>:;.) J4~. b"'H'.;~) 

t .hitt. ;}'t'J ~jl my d.j.,~iJj)lcu,l it :lOlA lo"n" orHlr &d w t h<H". 

It. iii u. gr'~t bltusni.:nl 4l1(l ),1r i'vilt)go '~ t:l .l.lv ~~ h~n~i . l~~:~ re ;:;X :i~ 

tTll. tollower. ot 0(1). ;t "';u 31~d ... ...... .... "" c tu-riuiil t~:~ii .~Jl' .l. rit; urn'] 

!l artQ':~" l. h .. s at)}) tQmA1ct ytm l'S.~~ t.lJ.all:t !1~11)f t~1. 1~~ on~ fA' J(j\'~.r 

being real beli.vera of Gao- au ktiac:h ~,& ...... 11'<0 "" .... fol1i()l\u GOD) m.~i.1~: ~~ t? 

:·.\-,,:·.,.i,·J!, ... ..; her a. ve:t'y C16_ ~1.n4- toni» "Ul bll; ~",i~~. I 'i), t"i)4 'r).,n : l ht~t;~I ;}eh ',}Or) t o 

mLil," her an blat.l'ta •. alt. fto 1nQl'Mact HiLl 'K: l.!'igd(~!1J. . I t 1;; wlJnd~u·fu1. u. 

priool • .,. boon to be a ., .... 1 oarrying f'O (;d :t"I·Ol.::~ (iOD. It c.r.'.nnot ht~ 

bQu~ht with go~4. ·Ii.11$l'~u·. ot (iOD m~i ha,v6 liHll\Y diffi(,rulties wlLi.nh, 

t'twy -wUl overco.m.Ct it they .. rvo truly of I i:lin gl !xd Y' 1;) 'U }H~V" not 1:'.I.Qt;lill~ 

di _SArten .• ' M4d1acourqe·d. Jly helilJ"t a\Mll a W:tt!;l J {)yth~1I.t :/ 'I,;'1i, knti;f! 

in your b4l.a,rt, IiAd. ,yow a;r. try;1ne to toll ow Hial~ You lriU,fJt 1?ePirti~: 



- '/ ,'" " ' " - .. '-" " : <':,',:d"t'..'/ ~':"'.";\i;\;,i:/\;:lT~~'77~('::~ 

! " -;;~i I;5t;::~'P~3ITi; ', \ 6. ' 

""":,:,,1_,.,. ,..,, aM 'bit .~ " ." ."", •• If' tin« \he path 
. , , " - ': >\: -"::"~ ,~ " .' ,', .:" .. 

, •• ••• ,' •• -a."-- ' _ ...... :...~ ...... "" ........ :-.Ii " h, ~4:;_ •• " ,'" " ' , -.' ""'''~'! lIf,-'''''' '~ ,-..-,.-.<Ni •• 

: Th'. 70uht' )rl1l11nc •• ~_ ,r, • .-.. , --'. I .. 81- to 
'. " I • I .... ,~ " ' .' . ..,:: ~ .' . ,': • • . •. ." 

'h.v of , ._ll" hoep:1tallt,. attsati ••• ,l •• h ... bt th. O&U86. !hi. 1& 
I: ; . . ' ~ , ":' "70- ' • " • 

• '. it. •• u1t be. 1' ... '8t 'ant . ,"tctaolllriioe '\0' 'bel ,lh'Ol"S'. I 
, . .' ' " ' " 

" ;fl.n4 , t,~. 1 n ,t .4 Rlutatit)ntt. "r,, ' 

, · ' "fiIQ, t. ab.o~utel1 ........ 'l ' ,: " ' .... b.ll.,.. or .... ",111 l'tOTOr 
:1 : . ' ,.'u.:w ........ ;.~.~J.;~ . ', ':' : , ) ': ' ~ " " , ,::I<,:', ; ' ' ~ 

:~:()'f$. ,".nib" and un".11ef end ill","' .. :l" ,.a.. .... th.poai tl ye 

'.11't, tft" it *s.tl with -.)tror >i.~. ,ij:,.~ ... ,'oWV4 Trtt\b. ll~tt;);'l 
,18 on.. •• muat. .1t .... and l~ ft., tOP:_MD.';: •• ,bU~ tor tho- rM~. 
If _.-1." ... help ,to 11n Il.l ' ~ ...... · •• ; ,.M, 'it ". tall ••• drag 

tth.r. 4~wn.. OttT hosh •• t prlyU_a- .4 ' f)~t10. 1. tt.l be ehanrt.l sthru 

'~1oh ~h.dl'Y1.n. 11f. 8b.all 'fl ... O'd ',olrrrll:Ot'at., an4 1nalJir.. It th6 

. 'o.UlcurrentJ40 not oou"" fl'Cml, ftthtrt .:otdwaro t.hfty 8ink in a deadly 
, , 

1'o'rtax. !'U.,.11l8 on.t or ,1I11nlat,,..1 .. t-•. , ~'~lch.a' and gro .. t.st law~ 

l'~~" • . ' .. ftt~mt 11*"'" rfttU'll."'oU. 

t ... 0.,.r'S thAt it 1. ao t.h .. t lOi( JI&1 ,110'\ . Tia1 t the rfttmb ox-gQ 
, , 

cHilttor "ro'". I tear IOU t •• ~ : .. __ ,' .• J),r1.o.neS' hft'6. The .. : .... 
. . ' ~ 

d,t.ttlctU t· tim •• for b.lley6r. tOO"'~,,_ Ba4 701& ,nOi ".en on your ..... y 
to 1:n414 1.0\ll4 t1~t ha'Yo arant.H:J0ll")j"'l."l •• t.o' come Juat $& t.hle

t .. 1nt.. w. are glM ~t 'yOUT at. b":' aaw. , "Ie. . ".'ell'haT. 30uand .• a.l.l 
~ • ~ . '1, r ' .. , J . ' . , • '. ' 

\el1_Tare .... r,.-.hU8 all. th. \.iIa.~,;:"<'I ' It.\70U petm1 •• 1otinolrtfi 
, '. ," ' ,'; ' . ' . . 

r.tu:rntQ Ace. on your return tro.. XltcUaOl" at, • tu,ture '.e, wh':n it 

wUl b& per:n1.a4bl,. tor lOU to . , ..... of the place 1n whioh " . a.r~ . " 

,bap'pyt.~ '11v.. t.rhere 1& noohance ,ln~Ii'. · 1 t.hbak i 1;; ~ ha~ 

bunord. .. 1n." ,hat. you 0._ J.u.t Jlow • . *,.(lte1n& 010_'-4 .0 clobOl.j'tk.J;t\, 
. . ... '.,'. '., '. 

~ou IJllpt ~()_ •• or. t~nt ... "i. ,b."aoh1nS. of 13aha.'otl.lltJ.l, Mod 
; ' " " .-, ' -.0'" .bl 'ouOh with hi. ChUctrall'- ' ,1"._ ... ,ou pemi •• ion now aa W. .fArt, 

hatd. won .... h",_ Md 11"".\1oh ... ~irjomtenoeJ an.d 1l'h11& I ,m.1J.y not be 
" 

Abl.. i ,o write TQll .tt... :t .. ..-t.".1lhlGU b .,lr1t • ............ 
, :.: 



\, l ,-_.' 

~ 

Prayer. _ 
TAB LET A L K S. 1 ciiiftt'- . .,,, .. 

~ V\J • 

Li ve so as to be in peace wi th all your environment. . ...... -.. ~
To be happy is to serve GOD end sever yourself from the world. 
Radiate Love everywhere -- you will then beoome Love. Goodness 
was ever flowing from Christ beoause He was one with the Father. 
Outwardly I ~~ a prisoner -- oonsidered as one -- but no one is as 
free. I rejoice evermore. Much do I preter to be absolutely free 
-- at one with God -- fearing nothing -- wanting, desiring nothing ~ 
but that all shall know the fullness of GOD -- than to possess the 
material wealth of the world. '-;:0 be tree aa.nd yet possess rn1nd and 
heart bound to the world and. a. ala,ve to selt must not, oe,nnat be 
compared with being a eo-called prisoner and yet possessing supreme 
happiness, perfectly sound in mind and 'body and in loving relation 
to the universal order. 

It 1s possible to overcome the world, the flesh a.nd all evil 
by wa.lking constantly in the path of GOD, by burying all negation, 
weakness, i'ea,r, selfishness, 9.nd all d.cubt under 8. mountain ot 
positive, intense, living Trutb. Fe" e.tta,in this statiorl. 

The more obstacles on. has to oTercome, the lIlore diffioul
ties one meets suooessfully, the stronger one w11l be. Never become 
disoouraged. To be weak 1s not necessarily to be unwilling to be 
strong. Rejoioe) ~e glad it in the Cause ot GOD you are made to 
suffer. To be mi srepreeented, to be misunderstood for the .\1$ake of 
GOD, is ot no oonsequence. All sinoere followers of GOD are mis
judged and always have been. One oannot please the will of th~ world 
and please the will of GOD. 

"Beware when all men speak well of you," is true now if one i B 

consoious of error in one's life. 

Certainly one may belong to a Church., be a member of a 
Christian society and continue to call one~B selt a Balla.i) beca,use the 
teachingsof Baha'o'llah in no way confliot with the teachings of Christ. 
They are in perfect harmony. One aooepts the true teachings of true 
di sciples of GOD. ! t i a not necesB9,ry even to laoel one' 5 self. One m 
may call • one t s self Q Bahai and in no W8:Y li va the life .. - on the 
other hf.l,nd one may 1i ve the life and never be ]mown as a 13 Hha.~. It 
is not so much by what name you a.re called, but "h:?t you are In ycur 
heart Are you loving ~nd serving GOD? LOTe and service are the 
great~Bt req~1sites of ~ good life. Endeavor in eTer? pos~~ble_Way to 
do some :t'e;yor some service for 130maone else _ .. d.o tlu s da ... -LY .• 
no matter how'sme.ll or trivial the act of kindness may be -- even a 
smile counts for much. 

I am the moat humble servant of GOD, ! would rather be 11 

door-iuat __ a door-keeper in the house o:f GOD, thAn '\:;e a ruler f1~! . 
Christ ssia. urJto his disclpleti "Why cf'.J.lest thO\l me <.; ;.Jod, 

~~~~~n~~ none good save the Father". Be ye therefo~e pe:fec~. d~:,~~S 
said unto him ·'}j'ollow [f.e, and le(:L~C t;he ;ea~ t~r")~~~li~~l~rO~Pha.sJ or 
and, "For all things are yours. "e ler au. t r things to come' all 
the world, or life or death, or things preaen 0., S " ' 
are yours; and ye are Christ's and Christ is GOD • 



f. . ' } 
\ ,~ 

,Ll'ayel' i B oommunion. aspiration, soul contaot wi th GOD .. 
Every prayer foX' the best i e eternally answered on eoDt S part t but 
not to us unless we come into at-one-ment. "All things wbatsoe,.,ar 
ye may pray n...l'ld a~: for believe tha,t ye haye reoei ved them. t1 

If ruling desire binds us to GOD, we shall receive what 

2. 

is GOD-like. I link myself thel"~ t a.nd not to dust. If one prays to be 
whole on C~Dts part, tne ans.er i8 eternally complete. We must 
fulfi 11 the condi ti ons to ex,p,ot GOD to fulfill hi e prom1 se. To pray 
is to lift D the soul into unieon with the Eternal Goodness. 
Wholeness is the fl8.tursl result of' abiding in GOD. 



TAB L E TAL K S. 

1906. 

Live so as to be in peace with a environment. a be happy is ~o 

serve GOD and se er yourself from the . Radi a.t e love verywhere you 

will then become ave. Goodness was e er flowing from Chri t because He was 

one with the )i'ather. Outwardly I a.m a prisoner - - conside ed as one but 

no one is a s : free. I ~ejoi ce evermore.1 Much ' do I prefer to, be absolutely free 

at one with GOD~ - fearing nothin~ - - wanting, desiri g nothing but that 

all shall know th~ fullness of GOD - ~ than to possess the material wealth of 
I 

the ''1or1d. To be free"a,nd yet to pass ~s mind and heart nd to tbe world 

a slave to self · 1.1st not, cannot be c mpared with being a. a-called prisoner 

and yet possessi: g supreme happine'ss, sound in m' nd and body and in 

loving r elation to the universal erde 

It is possible to overcome the w 
constantly in the path of GOD, by bur 
ishness and all oubt under a mauntai 
Few attain this station. 

bld, the flea~ and a 1 evil by walking 
all negati~n, we.kness, fear, self
positive, intens , living Truth. 

The more obstacles one has toov reome, the Triore diff eulties one meets 
successfully, the stronger one will b • Never become diico lraged. To be weak 
is not necessaril to be unwilling to be strong. Rejoice, e glad, if in the 
Cause of GOn- you are made to Buffer. To be mi srepresented to be mi s1..l.nder
stood in the Cause of GOD, is of no c nsequence. All sine re followers of GOJI 
are mi sjudged a.nd always have ·been. ne cannot please the will of the world 
a.nd please the 'Nill of GOD. 

(over) 

...•. 

~----------.. ----..• -
I 
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IIBewa:de when all men speak weU 
of error id one's life •. 

you" is true now i one is bonscious ' 
I ._,. ~ 

\ .. ': 'f'" 

J : 

, and 6entt.:ib.lnmYtonraibiaYObelsngetlf>' a :B 
L.L}I in no \~ay can li ct wi th the tea, 

CErCtai nly one m~JbelOng to a chur h, be a menib'er of a" hri sti an so ci ety 
J and continue to c 'l7'one's self a Bah i, because the teach'ngs of B,hHA'O'LI .. AH 

in no way canflic' with the teachings of Christ. rrhey·a.re 'n perfect harmony. 
One ac cep ts\ the t ue te~chinge of tru di sciples of GOD. lis not necessary 
even to lab:el one s self • . One may ' c8,1 lone's self a Bahai nd in no way li ve 
the life - '- on he other hand, one a;y live the life and never be known a.s 
a E8bai. It ' is no so much by what n e you are called, li/~t / bu t wh~,t. you 
a.re in your heart ,Are You .loving and serving GOD? Love . an service are the 
gres,test requisit s of a·gooQ. life. E deavor in every poss'b1e way to do some 
fewor, some eervi efor someone else - and do this da.ily - - no matter how 
STilE!,ll or tri vial he act of kindnefls ay be - - even a smi Ie counts for much. 

I am the mos humble servant of G 
door-keeper in th house of GOD~; ' than 
to 1-: i <> eli sciples I '.:Vhy ce.llest thou me 

D .• I would rather be a. door-mat -- a 
e a ruller • Christ said un-
ood? There ad save t~e Fath-

er .1I be ye theref re perfect. 
dead to bury thei own dead." 
or Apollosor Ce hus, or the ' world, 0 

things to come; a 1 afe yours; and ye 

d unto him "Follow M and leo.va the d:S. 
all things ar'e yours] , whether Paul) 
life or death. or tpings present or fu 

r Oe Chri st' sand Chrilstj,i j. ~ GODt S. II 

I \ 
Prayeri s connmunion, aspiration, ~OUL contact with GOD. ]~very prayer 

the be.st isetern lly answered on GOD' part, but not to us unless we come 
into Lit-ene-ment. "All things whats,oev- r ye may pray and as for, belj.eve 
tha.t y.e have~ rece' ved ,them. II . ' • 

for 
hb· 

If ruljing d sire binds .us to GOD we shall receive.t is GOD-like. I 
li!"lk m~rself there, and not to dust. lone prays to be who e on GOD'S part, 
the answer is ete nally complete. We mlst fulfill the condi ions to expect 
GO D to fulfi 11 Hi .. . promi se. To pray i to li ft the soul in 0 uni son wi th 
thE" JEternalGoodn SSe Wholeness i ,s the. natural result of ab'ding in GOD'. 

( 1906 ) 

Perfection L impossible without umility. I 
Humi Ii ty una, tainable 'wi thou t the love of00IJ.' 
Th e love of an is essential to tie love Of GOD; I 
'£he love of On ' is inaceessm,ble ithout the love of hj.lmanity. 
The 10 ve of unani ty is a gli tter ng generMity wi thou t ! so ci al eervi ce. 
Social servi e is a mere cntch-wo d without sacrifice ~nd severance. 

! 

I 
Abdul :Balla, iAbbas. 

Jun~ 24, 1913. 
! 
! 
I -.. --------.----+-------------1------------+-------------

S:g:I~VN S:;IWVN 
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These ":Not as" are not authantio, but are filed :tor the aak& of: 
history and a. possible need for referenoe. 

, Tabl e !raJ.ks at Aooa.. 190th 

.' L1.ve so as to· be in p&a.oe'\Vi t.h eJ.l yO'W;'! enviromnent. To 
be happy is ~serv& God and · 8tWar yourself' from . the world. Radi-
ata love Gverywhere and you wUlthen becana love.' , GoodnesB Vr8a 
ever t10lVing from. Ohristc beo's,uss lIe 'lVaB one\vith the Fa.thel'". 
outwa.rdly I am a prisona:' .(oonalderOO:)aa .. 'ane); but no one is aB froe. 
! reJoloe everI!lore.;. ' " Yuo.h do I prefer to be a.bsolutely, at one 
with God.;fea.r1ngnotb.1JlgJ d~o1r1ng notl11ng but that all sm-ul 
know the :t'ullnasso:tGod. " Better that than to possess tho mater
ial weaJ. th of the world. ' . ~()·,,·be free and yet have mind and body 
bound · to t.he \VorJ.d arid & :' 01&,;e ' t o "aal,r :m:ua:t not, ,oaonnot be compar
ed with being a. ;a~lad pmsoner yet posse'saing ,supreme happiness, 
perfeotly sound in m1nd 'and: bocq and in loving r ,elat.ion to the 

universal, order. 

It ,is posslb1e ,1;oovaroome the world, the , flesh and all 
evil by walkingcOnstantlYi, '1.n: the path of God, by burying all r ... '1ga
tion, woo.knass, faar, sslf'1shriess and a.ll doubt under a mountain 
of' positive intense living Truth. Few attain tJ:'l..is s tation. 

The moraopst&cl'es :one has to overcame the more d1:ff'icuJ.-
ties one meets- sUGcessf'ully,: the stronger one ... v111be'. Never 
becamad1:sooilra.ged. . . fl!O be weak 1s not neoesaa.rilyto be Ul:lW':!lling 
to be strong,o . Rs'301ao • . beglad, 11' in the cause of God you are 
made' .to ' ;aU:f,6l".1o ' ,be in1arepr$S~ted6 ,to be misunderstood :for the 
sake ot: GOd' '1s ,at no"oonSe4\tarioe • . , ,One cannot please tho will of 
the world and plaasethewill '0£ GOd. . 

Beware wrum, all l!16Il speak V/i)ll of' you. 

, , o erta.1nly; onema.ybel ong to a ohurch, be a menber of a 
Ohrlstia.:nsociety, a.ndoontlnue to Gall one' s sel:t a Ba.hai, because 
the 'te~oh1ngs of Ba.l'l&~'l.1':n~ ,in no way oonflict with the teach1:ggs 
of' Ohrist.. ,,~e:ra.re hi ,p~eot ha.rinony.One accepts the true 
teaoh1ngs Of 'true d1soiples 'of God. It 1B not nooessary to label 
one's self'. ' 

One 'may G.aJ.l,ons's ,self' a. Ba.ha,1 and in no vray live the 
1 if'ejon' the other .band one may liVe) the 11te a,nrl never be knovrn 
as a B1;llla1. 1 , ,It 1~; )U)~l SO . much by v{hatnama you are called, but 
what you are in yourhea.rt. '.' ; Are you loving and aarvll'l8 God'! 
Love and. aervt.oe are1fb,e greatest requis-ites of, a. good lifo. En-
dea:o:<>Ur in eV617 :P()$J31ble way, to do sana ' ;ra,vour" aomeservioe for 
some one else - do tJ.:l,1s ,. Mllf . .;.. no . matter how small or trivial tlle 

.act may be. Even a 'alnUecount:s for much. 

I am' themos:t hum.'bl.,;,servant of God. I would, rathor' be 
a door nia t - ; So doo~ ' kaepat'in too ' houao of Godtha.n :fD be a rUJ.. er 
of nat'1ona. ,' OW1~tsa.1dlmto His diaoiplea "Why oaJ.lest thou me 



good; there ia none good save the Father." Be yo therefore 
perfect. Jesus sa.lth unto him "Follow me; and leave the dead 
to bury their dea.d- and · "Uor all things are yours, whether Paul, 
or Apollos or Cephas, or the world or life or dea.th.£;g~ ~gs 
present O~ tJ::dngs to came} , . all. are yours; and yo are Ohrist' s 
and Ohr1.Bt'~~.:(}Od' s. ; 

Prayer ,is QOlIlJlXUn1on, a.spiration, souJ.contaot with God. 
Every ·prayer for the best :1.a eternaJ.ly arunrared on God 'B part -
but not ,to us unlesiJ we OCllJl& into at-one-ment., . " A111h 1nga what
soever 1e may pray and a.sk for believe that "e have roost ved them." 

If' ruling desire binds us· to God, \'Ie shaJ.l receive what 
is GOd-like. I link myself> there and not to ,dUst. If' one prays 
to be whole, on God's' .~. the a.nswer is eternaJ.ly oanplete. We ' 
must fulfUl the oonditlc;ms t.O expeot God to :f.'UJ,fUl Ilia prOOliseo' 
To pray is to 11ft the s,OUl. ' into unison with the Bternal Goodness. 
Vlhol eneBS is the· no. turaJ. result of a.biding in Goel" 

Soieno8 is systemized TrUth. ' The lavlS of' Bpiri tual scienoe 
are aeexaot as those of mathematios. Every hour of positive 
high affirmation of the ideeJ. perrection of, mind and body, tends 
directl)?, to a.()~ual1~& suoh conditions. " There iSM mer e uncer
tad.nty ' about 1,tstrel1d, t.ha.n there 1s 8.bout our llf,laJ:-ing' an objeot 
if \'16 walk toward.' it.. . ~e universal order speaks only of' whole
ness and harmony. We shoUld never apeak of the, faults or' Yfaak-
neeses of ,others; we are . 80S yet imperfect. We must conaentrZte 
on the good quaJ.1ti~s Qf o~ers. Virtues are to be fotmd in 
every persOll ifs,ou;g,b.t ~or. · I AOGus'a.t1ona a.ga.1n~other6 are wrong 

. shoUld the'r8 be laoking evidenoe and proof' woe ' unto the aoOUsero 

Espeo1a.11y'one must be k1nd~ . loving and cliar1ta'ble toward 
another . in"the h()UB;ehold ',o;t ~aith. and Beak · to serVe SOIlle one in 
the .oaUse ·of . God.,' : 'r,b.e ll1ghe,r shoUld control t1"J,G lower. Tho 

b ')ody:m.ot onlybecomeaserv10a.ble bUt beautif"1l1 if it occupies a 
secondary pla.oe. .. Spiritual viotory must be achieved and old 
things become new. DefJira a.nd a.spiration are 180\18 of' growth. 
Deman bringS supply. , " , EVery soul is invested with a. divine cli~ 
nity Q.nd · sliouldre1grl . in ,its own .ld.ngdarn. Every one should depy 
the rule of" the seen,t;b.e sensuous, and the matar1aJ.. 

~ere ' are 1:nvisi\J1e ' threads \mleh oormoot us with (N0ry 

obj eot whiop makes ,up OW: ,environment. Vibra.tlans are ever passing 
over these COlUl6($t1;ons baoGkward a.nd fororvard, and it 10 f'or us to 
oontrol. their purpOse' and" quality. We reoei va in return tho kind 
we sand. Love for, ~ove, antagonism f'or anta.gonism. 
Love gilda. every ob3ect up~ which we projeot it, and its shean 
is ren ected ' baok . ~mY$ ·of 'golden. light. · . Love thinketh no 
~v11. . By projec~1:Ilg ' ~Oug1).ts oilly Of ROOd. we C)raate a harmonious 
environment. ' ~~a.Qt thB.t .vre are Godt aah11dran must r11le our 
consoiousness: 1.mtU· lU:e .tlJ+e ,sett1ng sun, 1t dissipates the f'ogs 
a.ndm1s,s : 91"; ~Q$l1.~~Ol1y. : ~e divine heredity ov~lapa 
all 1nb~r:ltiea' h'tlJna,:ti','1l1ti'. " '.Things which w'o 'hold in our conscious-
ness soan b006m8 'our,' POlls6ss10n.. The 1mper.f'ection q~LtQ~~:" is 
the stepping stone for tomorrow. Lit.eis rioher, lova ~s'tro~ger, 
truth more bea.ut1f'Ul, nature tairer, II(USio sweeter, art. div1Iler 



t ha.n \'10 have ever dreamed. God is i:n:t'ini tely better than wo c un 
imagine. Wo must alwa.ys look 'Upvro.rd, \10 are passing on toward 
the suprema ideal, which 1noluden wholeness on every plane for the 
indi viduaJ. and the t-aoe. . PalIl· declared"·! die daUy." TI1is is 
i~o grow spiritually_ ' It 1s. :tka an elimination of.' tho bane, the 
oarthly, the sensual. 

I am not bound by the chains of.' appetite,passion, i~mp~s0, 
custom, oree4.i :f'aa...lJ.ion.,soc1at1ea, politics, tr"dtd1tions, or tho 
animal ria. tUl"'S. I amiD an. abaol utely per~oo.t freodom. My body 
may be in restraint,. I am kept in Aooa by 1m ... , but my spiritual. 
self' is free. . \Vf) ' must weiGOlXi.e truth from whatover S01lrOO i t 1llf;l,Y 
came. ·W.b.era the spirit qt God io there is liberty." The 
Scriptures . say "For the la.w of the spirit o-r lifo . in -ohl~iot J 0 8 U c. 
made me free frOOl tho la.w of' sin C1,nd death • 

. I am glad you. o~ g,o to India.. You vrill s eo i1Jan~r be-
lievers in the Co.USG ofC;od. Hay the l)l<3asing of Be.,ha'u'llah 
be upon you all. RejoiG6 that tho vlest a.rId the east fl.l~e gt'OYIing 
oloser together. .xou ~Godt B cause from tho nevi/' \'lor1d havo 'be0!l 
p er.rrli ttod: to sae a:nd speak w~ th your brotherrj and sistOl'S of' the 
new world. When yOu reaGh India. you will meet with many beli0V'ol' fZ 
from various casteR, creed6 and sections, sI>ao.king difierf)ut 
tongues. They may nat be · able to speak with you ~ Zngli::sh nor' 
rao.y you understand thair natlvetongues, but you VillI in no SGrlB0 
be a. stranger.. . You \ViII aJ.l be as one largo family. I aend to 
1Jelievers in the East. greet'1nga :f'rom the House hold and lntl.y many 
rich and abunda.nt blessings attand your stay in the Orient E\l1.d 
l1her06Ver you may ' go • . 

. . 

Whenever and whe,rever an opportunity presonts itself :fav
orably to apeak of the ~~~of the taao~ of Baha'u'llah I ed
join you nott,o aJ.IQW or permit that opportunity to pass by. 
But. we must nSV,GJ:' at finy :t1lnf) create strif'eby thrust.ing tho 
tea.ohinga upOn l.U'lW111tng l1.steners, nor must we a.rgue - wo must 
1i va the 1.1fa. · . 

::Cou will be surroUnded by and envel oped ' by Love, :eO!" 
brothers 8.nd, · s1sters 1n ,'tb;e'.Sp1r1t, are much nearer and dearer than 
thoso in the :f"laBh~ What matt~rs it if' the physioaJ. father. and 
mother are ,not here ~ I , am thy fa.ther~ thy mother thy sint~r thy 
brother; I . have . ~ ohlldreru . I am the same to a.llo Evor-y 
true lla.ha.i .1s all t~ a.ll()t.har believer. Al thoug.ll I cannot go with 
you in bo~, ramaIQ.ber ~s - I am always wi~"" you in spirit. 
My spirit shall go with you and be with you all the way. 

I a.m &J,.4d ot, .wPat you tell me oonaorning the k1ndn0GS 
and ' love o:t sQDlo · o1; , .tl1~ · bel,lovers vrhom you ment1;on. ----... has 
bean in the householq: f'()r ·mont.hs .ajJ a time a.nd is muoh loved by 
us a.ll. 'I thank you tor her greetings and love. I pray God 
she wUl ever be your f'a.1th:rul.f'r1end and hall? you to know' of th() 
love of' G.od. . lam . g.1.a.d $he , bas helped you. . I beg God to lJind 
you yet closer. . "~y t14s may ye lmm'T that yo are my disc:tplof1: 
i1~ yo lova one another.· . ~t is a great pl'"ivilege and bleso:l.ng 
to live hera. Here are 1iv.1.ng true :followers 01' God. I ~1I!1 
gla.d ~- oarried the spirit and you partook. I bog God to :wale€! 
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thtn W111 'be : rlRe~ ,.', x 'Drij!" ,and' 'b(ilBoaOh' God to mf\ke ' her n.n:i.:tn-
U\:.l!~tlU.t. ~'j;'i~'6 j;~~ ' 1:P,* ",,~Wioi. ,l;,~ "~"","''''I;iI~v~''''' iU~ ~.~ ~'J."'-. 
Be11evers ot'c Go4 ~l';b4y~ ,:~d1:ef'lQUltlet;l\, : 1dl1()h ,th8Tw11l , O'~ , 
oome 1£ they 8erv~ t:ruly.' ' ' , ' ' " 

I am glad you have not)5 become llisheartened and d.iscour!:~god 
1~y heart sweM. s vii ~ joy tha. t you , knovfGod =4). your hea.r'~ and. you 
e.re trying ' to folloW' H1in. ,' Xou must poil.'lt the \'(ay and be a &uide 
that 'others may :find the pa.th lea.di:ng to nw,vr-anding understanding, 
poaoe and happiness. 

Thank yr:JU for bringing me greetings from --- I ~ glad 
to hear of' their hospitality and kind110sa to those in tho C C,'tlliE'h 
This is a.il it should be. We must daily !:;eak to dQ s6y·vic(:. to 
believers. r Bend them lev,a and salutations. 

Fa! th is absolutely ossential. We must believe 0 1" \T0 
Yf111 never move • . Doubt and unbella:t" and in stagnation and doath. 
Positive belief eV01l if t!lixad vlith erl"'or leads by clegt'ees tow~1l"d 
Truth. Humanity is one. We mW3t live and love not :ror OUI"iijlolvoi'3 
lmt :E'or the raoe. If' \16 rise. we help to lift aJ.l I:l.bout UB; CillO. 
if' we faJ.l wa drag otbera down. Ow." highest pl"ivilege and. of'f'ic0 
is to be channels tb.t'ough which the d.ivine 11f',e shall fl m:r out to 
invigorate and inspir(h ',If the soUl currenta (If) not, cours('~ i!rom 
within outvTarda they sink in a dea.dly vortex. Givinr; out or ad
ministration is thohigheat and greatost law. Love sent out 
never raturns void. ' 

I grant you permission nOVT to return to Acea on your rotu.:t'Il 
from India. or at ai'UtUl"e time when it W'ill bo pennissibl(:l :i'or you 
to SGG moro of ~e pIaoa in Wh10h liTO are happy to live. ThorE; 
13 necronOG 1I;J. anyth1ng. . ' I th1nk it may have beeu ordained that 
you came just now, and being oloseted so' olosely that you might 
beeame more fa.m11iar with' tho tea.ahings of' Ba.ha 'U'llah, and mora 
in tOllch with hisb.i1(l:re:n. Wa are hard workers here and J:u~V0 
much oorraspondenoe. ~dwhil'O I may not btl able to writE) you 
o1"'ten, I am aJ. ways with you in. apiri to 

Abdul Babe Abbas. 
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NOTES TAKEN BY MIRZA ALI KULI KHAN AT AKKA IN 1906 

In le06, when we (my wife 'and our baby Bon, Rahim, about 
eleven months old) were on the point of leaving America for Akka, 
a number of Baha'i friends requested me to take notes of 'Abdu'l
Baha'. s conver$ations during our vis~ t) in order that these might 
be translated and published for the benefit of the Baba'is in 
America. This I did, and towards the end of our visit, I copied 
my Persian notes and submitted the moet important among them to 
IAbdull-Baha for revisioni 

My translation of those notes (done in 1907) appears in the 
following pages. In rendering these beautiful Episodes and 
Teachings irito English, my purpose has been to retain as much of 
the literal sense and the atmosphere of the original as possible. 

By request, I also supplement these notes with my transla
tion of some hitherto unpublished instructive Tablets of Baha1u
'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha, bearing upon the subjects treated in the 
above conversations. 

After two days '.stay 1n Haifa, we proceeded to Akka where we 
arrived early in the afternoon of Saturday, June 9, 1906. As 
I Abdu' I-Baha and others had already had the mid-day meal, my wi fe 
and I were served separately in our room. After the meal, we 
were called into the side-room where 'Abdu'l-Baha \Vas awaiting us. 

He embraced me and kissed me on the cheeks. He also most 
warmly welcomed my wife, and took Rahim from my arms. He then 
sat on the sofa holding Rahim on His lap, and while He gave the 
Baby His rosary to play with, He lovingly inquired after our 
health, and asked if we had had a good journey. Then looking at 
me, my wife and the Baby, He said to me while smiling, "0 Khan! 
This is the sign of blessing and inorease; you went to America 
one and returned three." These words we took to mean that He 
blessed our conjugal family life with unity and harmony, and that 
He bespoke for us Divine bounty and increase. He asked for the 
Baby's age and I answered that he was one year and foul' days old. 
Turning to my wife He said in part, while showing her great kind
ness and favor: "WelcomeJ Welcomel MarhabaJ Praise be to God 
that as a result of the Revelation of AI-Abha, the East and the 
West have embraced each other like unto two beloved ones. You are 
the first American bride to be united to a Baha'i from Persia. 
Prai se God, · for thi s "great favor.". 

Before being seated, and while I had the Baby in my arms, 
'Abdu1l-Baha looked at Rahim with His glorious faoe illuminated 
with joy, and He said in part: "This is the fruit of tt.e union 
between the East and the. West." Turning to my wife, He said: nI 
see that you love Rahim Khan very much." Upon other occasions 
during our visit " Abdu'l-Baha often said: "As Rahim Khan is the 
first fruit of the union of the East and West, whoever looks upon 
his face loves him." 



He inquired of Mrs. Maxwell. I spoke of my vi 8i t of nine 
days at her house in Montreal before sailing, where I t au gh t the 
Truth and spoke to large gatherings every night. He aske d if I 
had remained there nine days and I said yes. Then I said how 
Mrs. Maxwell was wholly devoted to teaching and to service of 
the Cause, and how she had specially rented a house with a large 
parlor to hold meetings therei n. He inquired after hel' he alth, 
and when I said that she seemed better than ever since she h a d 
become a Believer, • Abdu 'l-Baha said, "Some years ago when Mrs. 
Maxwell came to Akka, she was very weak and seriously ill,- so 
much so th E'~t no one could believe she would ever get well. B1..1t 
God healed her." Then in connection wi th ~Jontreal, I spoke of 
Mr. Woodcock and hi 8 work, and He was greatly pleased to h eet1' it. 

Later in the day He showed me a letter which He had r e
cei ved from Persia. He told me to read it and to see how the 
Cause of God was growing in Persia, and with wh a t devotion t h e 
Believers were bringing many new souls to tbe Truth. 

The next morning while I was in our room with my f amily , a 
gent le rapping attracted me to the door. Tbe re I found 'Abdu 11-
Bah a standing with a la,rge white handkercn ief full of flowe r :::. . 
Be said, "Give these flowers to Florence. Khanum and bring me 
back the handkerchief." This I obeyed instantly. To our joy 
and delight, we found the flowers to be no other than a bri da. l 
bouquet of white roses. In them I found another small bouquet. 
It was easy to see its significance~ All can imagine our joy 
upon receiving that blessing! My wife burst into tears of joy; 
for in this lovely act of 'Abdu'l-Baha's she found the fulfil
ment of a prayer she had offered for a long time. The prayer 
was that she might receive a rose from the hand of 'Abdu'l-Baha . 

In the morning, While I was in His presence with other pil
grims, He said in part: "I have just been telling Haji (Khur a sa
ni) that there is no real pleasure in freedom from pains and 
ailments as such freedom is not permanent. For if a man who 
suffers from a fever is treed from it, he shall sooner or later 
have other ailments and finally he will die and depart from this 
life. 

"But real pleasure is this that a hundred thousand bullets 
may be fired at a person from all direotions by those who seel:: 
to destroy him, and none of these should touch him. Or that en
emies try to ,drown him in the sea and their efforts fail in so 
doing. n By these and similar utteranoes, He referred to his own 
calami ties and to the efforts of His many enemies who had quite 
recently exerted themselves to bring about His exile unto the 
burning deserts of Arabia or Africa, or to effect · His tot al de
structi on • . While speakin'g the ~e words, Hi s joy was so great 
that one could not help feeling t hat re al fai th is th e only 
source of real joy and that Truth ma,kes one invulnerable End irll
mune to all attacks and oppositions. 



I spoke of !.1rs. Covlle' s (later Hme. de La~rnielle) love anci 
devotion. 'Abdu'l- Eaha scdd in Dart: "Sheoame here witt · ' ~l·'; . 
J Ci ck son and l' Gi'tJaine d for s ome t iine • Tll ou[(n she -"'las poor, 51 1 (~ 
vvas always hapI':Y. I had her stay 'wi th us in the Hou8,ehold. Her's 
sl1 e l abored v ery ha rd in . oooking cert a in d1 shes. She sai d (,he 
'Ni shed to learn 11mV' to cook Per sian 6 i she s in ordel' to iClake t L em 
for the Balla tis in Amerioa. Her only son had died and thi S !;;.i.d 
given her great sorrow. She oontinued sad until she became a 
Believer in the Cause of God. This brought her true he..ppine 88. 

If she had not beoome a Believer in this ~ranife6tation> sorrow 
would have destroyed her; for she h ad no other a tt achment or hare 
in the world." 

Then He spoke at length of t he "Oompo sure of Heart," or 
1tTranquility of t J1,3 801.11. 11 "T:nis ," He said , "is il st ,~t,; o:t' true 
fait h 'Nhich gives rnan such assuranoe and conviction of God ' s 
bounty, t hat all the trials and sufJerings of t hi s earth canno t 
affect h im." 

Speaking of true joy and happ iness. He sa i d in part: "If a 
man is not happy in his life, death is better t han such a life. 
True joy comes from t he tranquili ty of heart, and this st[;!.te 
comes from fai tld Praise be to God 'J1Jho gave u s tranquility of 
heart~ This is why we are al"vays hap£)y . I pray and supplicat e 
to the Beauty of Abha to bless all the ser'Tants and maid- servant s 
with true happiness resulting from t he tranquility of heart. If 

Speaking of a Believer He said: II She is a oourageous 'N oman, 
and she is firm. In a recent letter she said how happy she was, 
for while traveling in different districts to teach the Truth, 
ohildren ha,d pursued her in the' streets, and had insulted, ridi
culed, and reviled bel'. As all this was in tbe path of God, it 
gave her great joy." 

In this connection He said in part: "In America cert a in men 
of religious influence will arise against the Cause, and will try 
to prevent people from this Truth. When this comes to pass, t h e 
Cause will progress, and joy and fragrance will increase in the 
Believers." 

The second day at luncheon in the slIlall room beside ours, 
open to the Sea~ I took occasion to mention our departed sister 
Mrs. Coles, and to say how I "Nas grieved at her death, and how I 
had been often thinking of bel' and praying for her since reaching 
Akka. 'Abdu'l-Bahs. said in part: "I was very much' grieved a t 
Mrs. Coles' death. She was very pure in spirit, and she was very 
devoted and firm. She never fell short in serving the Cau se , for 
she exerted her utmost in assisting the friends. She was there
fore an esteemed maid-servant of God and a child of the Kingdom . II 

, 

* A room attached to 'Abdu'l-B&.ha's reception room, a room 
which was memorable to me as my work and living room during many 
months of my last long stay in Akka in 1899 to 1900. 



While we were at table, little Rahim oame tripping into the 
room. tAbdu'l-Baha most lovingly greeted him. Then He gave him 
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a piece of bread with His blessing. My wife thanked Him for the 
rest ful sleep she had enjoyed in the Holy Household. He said she 
had not yet hadsuffic.lent rest but that she shall enjoy real rest 
during her visit. 

In the afternoon, He sommoned me and enquired concerning the 
news of the Cauee 1n the leading cities of Amer1oa, and at San 
Franoisoo. I spoke of the untiring devotion of Mrs, Good~11 and 
her daughter in the grEtat work they do in O.ak1and. Thle rejoiced 
Him greatly. He then 1~uired oonoerning oertain Baha'is, and 
spoke of the Bahati Publiehing SOCiety of Chicago (whose mes sage I 
had already g1venHim) in part: "The assemblies of Chicago, Wash-
1ngton and New York must be 1n harmony with each other in the mat
ter of printing and pub11oat1ons. The publicat10n of :-;\ny i'llatter 
by anyone of these Assemblies 1'11ust be at first reported t o the 
respeotive publishing sooieties of the other citiee,- thus remov
ing all cauaee for inharmony." Speaking of the then prospective 
trip of .Mr. Harris to I:r:xUa, He said in part: nIf He"rri6 ,md 
MaoNutt travel to In'iia in company, thi s will be very ui5eful f or 
the Cause. 

As a. nur sing mother, lny wi fe a.pol oglze d to I Abdu t 1-BnhEt for 
what she spoke of a.s her "great appetite." He hOt,'f8ver referred to 
her duties as a mother and thA labors which make part of th 2tt 
oall1ng, and to the need therefol'c for More than usual nourish
ment. Speaking of appetite and taking food, He said further in 
pa.rt: -Virtue and exoellenoe oonsist in true faith in God, not in 
having a small or a large appetite for food, or in o1mil:'4.r mat
ters. Jinabi Tah1r1h (Qurratu'l-Ayn) had a good appetite. When 
asked oonoerning it, she would answer, tIt iG recorded in t h e Holy 
traditions that one of the reoorded attributes of the peop1e of 
paradise is "partaking of fodd, oontinually.II' (Whatever may be 
the outward meanings of this tradition, in its spiritUi~~l ,1ense it 
means that when ma.n is brought into the Paradise of Divine Near
ness, through fal th, he perennially and perpetually part;:.tkes of 
the food of Divine Bount .ies and Favors. ) 

"To be brief; when man ta.kes food l it strengthens him in 
whatever mood or state of mind or oondi tion he may be in ,-.,.t the 
time of 91.l,ting. For instfmoe, 1 f a i1lan i:3 :Full of 1. oye .~ O;lt ing 
food increase s hi s love; on the contrary) when a man i 8 ·:Jn gl'Y and 
eats food it intensifies his anger. Thus it i s neces oary t hc;-t Elan 
think only of the Love of God. Then if he eats a little more food 
than may seem usual, it does no harm. But otherwise, t hat is, if 
he doea not posseas the Love of God, to eat little or muc'h food is 
all the same." 

Then turn1ng to Haj1 Khurasanl (who was just recover ing from 
a long period of mental and physical indisposition) He sa.id in 
part: "Joy is th.e best cure for your illness. Joy 1s better than 
a hundred thousand medioines for a sick person. If there is a 
alok person· and one wishes to cure h1m. let one oause joy and hap
piness in hls heart ... 



Conoerning the , faot ' that ' blows 1 suffering and tribulations 
and trials endured by true believers are oonduoive to the progress 
and advanoement of the Cause of God l 'Abdu'l-Baha said in part: 
"Paul and Peter, the Apostles l onoe went into one of the cities of 
the Greeks and engaged in teaching the Truth. In that city, there 
was a temple which bore the inscription, 'To the Name of the Un
known God.' Paul arose and, addressing himself to the rnul tl tude, 
said: 'We bring you tidings from the same Unknown God,' thus 
preaohing to them the message of Christ. A great number of t be 
Greeks beoame interested in the Cause. This aroused jealousy in 
the Jews who began to make trouble. The multitude, aroused by 
these seditions, attaoked the Apostles and beat them until they 
fell unconscious. Then their bodies were dragged along the road 
and thrown outside the City. Paul and Peter continued in a death
like unconsciousness all night. Early in the morning, Paul, who 
i.'l as broug1:lt to himself, said to Peter: 'There is a fair today in a 
place in this neighborhood l at ','[hich many people will be present. 
Let us move along to preaoh the Gospel in that place.' Peter 
called attention to their wounded and bruised bodies; and although 
at first too weak to move, they finally arose and betook themee lve l3 
to the fair and preached. Briefly, these persecutions oaused a 
further spread of the Cause of Christ, in that they caused them to 
be removed into a new pla.ce and preached to a new multitude. II 

On June 11, 1906, 'Abdu 11-Baha sUlnIl10ned me int 0 the garden 
wi thin the house-vvalls where He was walking alone. As the time 
seemed opportune, I spoke of my great sorrow in finding Him a close 
prisoner within the walls of Akka, and I remarked that His impris
onment had already lasted for a long time. To console me, 'Abdu'l
Balla said in part: "We have wished it to be such. For many reasons, 
this inoarceration is useful for me. One is that this is conducive 
to protection; for our enemies, finding us imprisoned, would not 
think of further steps (to harm the Cause). Moreover, after tlle 
Blessed Perfection (Who died a Pri soner), we must deli ght in being 
a pri soner; and no other state is good for' us and no fr sedom CIlI1 
gi ve us rest. Our purpose is to serve the Threshold of t h e Almigh
ty, whether imprisoned or free. If we dwell in a royal palace sur
rounded by delectable meadows and gardens and have every means for 
rest and composure at our disposal, but news comes to us that the 
believers are not filled with the fir e of faith and do not act in 
accord with the laws and exhortations of God,- what good could all 
the luxury of a palace do to comfort us? Nay, such news 'Not.1.l d l'fiake 
a palace seem to us darker than a dungeon and our b,ardships in
crease. But now that I am in prison and you have come her e fr om 
Aalerica and tell me that since h is l'eturn from Akka NIr. fAacll:u tt 
c ontinually spoke at the Baha'i meetings w'i th great enthusiasm and 
love and attracted the hearts of the believers,- this good n ovvs 
transforms this prison into a. paradise. Therefol's, imp rlsomnent 
gives us no pain; for our purpose is to act in accord with t il e CO ~l:
mandlntmts and exhortations of God." 

Aqa IvIihdi, the Gardener of Ballji, oame in and brou;th t cl bunaL 
of 7.'h ite J'asllline. 'Abdu'1-na11a "v" t ll0- ,[nlowe,'s + 0 . ~ gc;:. S rile on ~-l ' 1 f - " ..... ,- v 

sna re with iilY wife, and we walkea back to thdac()u~f-y['\.rd. Tber e Vi E:l.S 

brouf!.:ht a be.sket 0.£ apricots into His presence. He took: t 2:.e =::.:;,:-



In 1906, when we (my wife and our baby son, Rah~, about 

eleven months old) were on the point of leaving Amerioa for Akka, 

a number of Baha'i friends requested me. to take notes of t Abdu '1_ 

Bana's oonversations during our visit, in order that these might 

be translated and published for the benefit of the Baha'is in 

America. This I did, and towards the end of our visit, I oopied 

my Persian notes and submitted the most important among them to 

'Abdu'l-Baha tor revision. 

My translation of those notes (done in 19O?) appears in the 

following pages. In rendering these beautiful Episodes and Teach

ings into English, my purpose has been to retain as muoh of the 

literal sense and the atmosphere of the original as possible. 

By ~equest, I also supplement these notes with my transla

tion of some hitherto unpublished instruotive Tablets of 

Bahatu'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha, bearing upon the subjeots treated 

in the above oonversations. 

----~~-------~----- . 

Atter two days' stay in Haifa, we proceeded to Akka where 

we arrived early in the afternoon of Saturday, June 9, 1906. As 

'Abdutl-Baha and others had already had the mid-day meal, my wife 

and I were served separately in our room;. Atter the meal, we 

were oalled into the side-room where 'Abdu'l-Baha was awaiting us. 

He embraoed me and kissed me on the oheeks. He also most 

warmly weloomed my wife, and took .Rahim from my arms. He then 

sat ·on the Sota llolding Rahim on His lap, and while He gave the 

Baby His rosary to play with, He lovingly inquired after our 
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health, and asked if we had had a good journey. Then looking 

at me, my wife and the Baby, He said to,~,JDe while smiling, "0 

Khanl This is the Sign of blessing and inorease; you went to 

Amerioa one and returned three." These words we took to mean 

that He blessed our oonjugal family life with unity and harmony, 

and that He bespoke for us Divine bounty and increase. He asked 

for the Baby's age and I answered that he was one year and four 

days old. Turning to my wife He said in part, while showing her 

great kindness and favor: "Weloome I Weloome I Marhaba' Praise 

be to God, that as a result of the Revelation of Al- Abha, the 

East and the West have embraced each other like unto two beloved 

ones. You are the first Amerioan bride to be united to a Baha'i 

from Persia. Praise God, for this great favor." 

Before being seated, and while I had the Baby in my arms, 

'Abdu'l-Baha looked at R~1m with His glorious faoe illuminated 

with joy, and He said " in part : "This is the fruit of the union 

between the East and the West. tt Turning to my wife, He said: 

"I see that you love Rah1m Khan very muoh." Upon other ooca

sions during our visit 'Abdu'l-Baha often said: "As Rahim lilian 

is the first fruit of the union of the East and West, whoever 

looks upon his faoe loves him." 

He inquired of Mrs. Maxwell. I spo~e of my visit of nine 

days at her house in MOntreal before sailing, where I taught 

the Truth and spoke to large gatherings every night. He asked 

if I had remained there nine days and I sai~ yes. Then I said 

how 1tIrs. Maxwell was wholly devote'd to teaohing and to servioe 

of the Cause, and how she had speoially rented a house with a 
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large parlor to hold meetings therein. He inquired after her 

health, and when I said that she seemed better than ever since 

she had become a Believer, 'Abdu.'l-Be.ha said, "Some years ago 

when Mrs. Maxwell oame to Akka, she was very weak and serious

ly ill, - so much so that no one oould believe she would ever 

get well. But God healed her." Then ~n oonnection with ]~ntre

al, I spoke of Mr. Woodoook and h1s work, and He was greatly 

pleased to hear 1t. 

Later 1n the day He showed me a le$ter which He had re

oeived from Persia. He told me to read it and to see how the 

Cause ot God was growing in Persia, and with what devotion the 

Believers were bringing many new souls to the Truth. 

The next morning wh1le I was in our room with my family, 

a gentle rapping attracted me to the door. There I found 

'Abdu'l-Baha standing with a large white handerohief full of 

flowers. He said, "Give these flowers to Florence Khanum and 

bring me back the handkerchief." This I obeyed instantly. To 

our joy and delight, we found the flowers to be no other than 

a bridal bouquet of white roses. In them I found another 

small bouquet. It was easy to see its signifioance' All can 

imagine our joy upon reoeiving that blessing' My wife burst 

into tears of joy; for in this lovely aot of 'Abdu'l-Baha's 

she found the fulfilment of a prayer she had offered for a 

long time. The prayer was that she might receive a rose from 

the hand of IAbdutl~Baha. 

In the morning, while I was in His presence with other 

pilgrims, He said 1n part: "I han j'.jl1ettl))U~lIlrl~elling Haji 



(Khurasani) that there is no real pleasure in freedom from 

pains and ailments as suoh treedom is not permanent. For if 

a man who su:f'ters tram a tever is freed from it, he shall 

sooner or later have other ailments and fina.&ly he will die 

and drepart from this life. 

"But real pleasure is this that a hundred thousand 

bullets may be fired at a person from all direotions by those 

who seek to destroy him, and none of these should touoh him. 

Or that enemies try to drown him in the ~ea and their efforts 

fail in so doing." By these and similar utteranoes, He 

referred to His own oalamities and to the efforts of His 

many enemies who had quite reoently exerted themselves to 

bring about His exile unto the burning deserts of Arabia or 

Africa, or to effect His total destruotion. While speaking 

these words, His jOy was so great that one oould not help 

feeling that real faith 1s the only souroe of real joy and 

that Truth makes one 1nvulnerable and immune to all attaoks 

and oppositions. 

------------------------------~-

I spoke of Mrs. COwIe'S (e~ love and devot1on. 
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---~~--~-------"--------~--~-~------~-~-------------------------(Q) Later Mme. de Lagnielle 
-----------~----~-----~~~~-------~-----~------------------------
'Abdu'l-Baha said in part: "She oame here ti~ l1rs. Jaokson 

and rema1ned for somet~e. Though she was poor, she was 

always happy. I had her stay with us 1n the Household. Here 

she labored Very hard in oook1ng oertain dishes. She said she 



wished to learn how to oook Persian dishes in order to make 

them for the Baha'is in Amerioa. Her only son had died and 

this had given her great sorrow. She oontinued sad until 

she beoame a Believer in the Cause of God. This brought her 

true happiness. If she had not become a Believer in this 

Manifestation, sorrow would have destroyed herJ for she had 

no other attachment or hope in the world." 

Then He spoke at length of the "Com.posure of Heart, U 

or "Tranquility of the Soul. tt "This n , He said, "is a state 

of true faith whioh gives man such assuranoe and oonviotion 

01' God's bounty, that all the trials and sufferings of this 

earth oannot affeot hu~." 

Speaking of true joy and happiness. He said in part: 

"If a man is not happy in his life, death is better than 

such a life. True joy comes from the tranquility of heart, 

and this state camesfrom faithS Praise be to God who 

gave us trf4D.quili ty ot .. hea;z:-t: This is Why we are always 

happy. I pray and supplioate to the Beauty of Abha to bless 

all the servants and maid-servants with true happiness re

sulting from the tranquility of heart." 

Speaking of a l3eliever He said: "She is a oourageous 

woman, and she is firm. In a reoent letter she said how 

happy she was, for while traveling in different distriots to 

teaoh the Truth, ohildren PU(:p.Ullsued her in the streets, and 

had insulted, ridiouled, and reviled her. As all this was in 

the path of God, it gave her great joy." 

In this oonneotion He said in part: ttIn Amerioa certain 

5-



men of religious influenoe will arise against the Cause, and 

will try to prevent people from this Truth. When this oomes 

to pass, the Oause will progress, and joy and fragranoe will 

inorease in theBel1evers.~ 

---~---~~~~~--~-~--~---~-~------

The second day at luncheon in the small room beside ours, 

opening to the Sea, (9) ! took oooasion to mention our departed 

-----------~----------~--~---------------------~-------~-------(9) A room attached to 'Abdu'l-Bahats reoeption room, a room 

which was memorable to me as my work: and living rO,om during 

many months of my last long stay in Akka in 1899 to 19001 

---~----~----~-~------~------------~-----------------~-~-------
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sister 1~s. Ooles, and to say how ~~was grieved at her death, 

and how I had been !blftehi~inking of her and praying for her 

sinoe reaohing ,Akka. '.A.bdutl-Baha said in part: ,,'! was very 

muoh grieved at Mrs. Coles' death. She was very pure in spirit, 

and she was very devoted and firm. She never fell short in 

serving the Cause, for she exerted her utmost in assisting the 

friends. She was therefore an esteemed maid-servant of God and 

a ohild of the Kingdom," 

While we were at table, little Rahim oame tripping into 

the room. 'Abdutl-Baha most lovingly greeted him. Then He 

gave him a pieveof bread with His blessing. My wife tha~~ed 

Him for the restful sleep she had enjoyed in the Holy Household. 

He said she had not yet had suffioient rest but that she shall 

enjoy real rest during her visit. 

In the atternoon,He summoned me and enquired ooncerning 

the news of the Cause in the leading oities of Amerioa, and at 
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San Franoisoo. I spoke of the untiring devotion of Mrs. Goodall 

and her daughter in the great work they do in Oakland. This re

joioed Him greatly. He then inquired oonoerning oertain Baha'is, 

and spoke of the Baha'i Publishing Sooiety of Chioago (e) in part: 

-~------~-----~-------~~----~---~----~~-~-~---------------------
(~) Whose message I had already given Him. 
~-~--~~~-------------~-----~------~---~-----~------~-~-----~----

"The assemblies of Chicago~ Washington and New Yorlc must be in 

harmony with each other in the matter of printing and publioa

tions. The publioation of any matter by anyone of these Assemb

lies must be at first reported to the respeotive publishing sooie-

ties of theother oities,- thus removing all causes for inharmony.tt 

Speaking of the then prospective trip of Mr. Harris to India, He 

said in part: ulf Harris and MacNutt travel to India in company, 

this will be very useful for the Cause." 

--------~-----------~~~---------
As a nursing mother, my wife apologized to 'Abdu'l-Baha for 

what she spoke of as her "great appetite." He however referred 

to her duties as a mother and the labors which make part of that 

calling, and to the need therefore for more than usual mourish

went. Speaking of appetite and taking food, He said further in 

part: "Virtue and excellenoe consist in true faith in God, not in 

having a small or a large appetite for food, or in similar matters. 

Jinab1 Tahirih (8) had a good appetite. 'Vhen asked oonoerning it, 
I. 

---~-~~~----------~~--------~---~-----------------~-------------(8) Q.urrat-ul-Ayn. ------_~ __ ~" __ " ______ ~_~ _______ M _________________________ ~ _____ _ 

she would answer, 'It is reoorded in the Holy traditions that one 

~! __ ~~reoorded attributes of the people of paradise is "partwcing 
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of food, oontimually."' (Whatever may be the outward meanings 

of this tradition, in its spiritual sense it means that When man 

is brought into the Paradise ot Divine Nearness, through faith, he 

perennially and perpetually partakes of the food of Divine Bounties 

and Favors.) 

"To be brie!; when man takes food, it strengthens him in what

ever mood or state of mind or oondition he may be 1n at the time of 

eating. Bor instanoe, 11' a man is full of love, eating food in-

creases his love; on the oontrary, when a man is angry and eats 

food it intensities his anger. Thus it is neoessary that man think 

only of the Love of God. Then if he eats a little more food than 

may seem usual, it does no harm. But otherwise, that is, if he 

does not possess the Love of God, to eat little or much food is 

all the same." 

Then turning to Haj1 Khurasani (~) He said in part: Joy is 

---~~---~---~~-~-"----~----------~-------~------------------------(Q) Who was just recovering from a long period of mental and 

physical indisposition. 
---~--~~~------~-~-----~-~----~-----~------------------~----------

the best oure for your illness. Joy is better than a hundred 

thousand medioines for ahaiok person. It there is a siok person 

and one wishes to oure h1m, let on, oause joy and happiness in his 

heart." 

---------~~---~--~-----~--~---~--
i 

Oonoerning the faot that blows, suffering and tribulations 

and trials ensured by true believers are conduoive to the progress 

and advanoement of the Oause of God, 'Abdu'l-Baha said in part: 

ftPa~ and Peter, the Apostles, once went into one of the cities 
. -~- .. ~~----~.~" ... 



of the Greeks and engaged in teaoh1ng the Truth. In that oity, 

there was a temple wh10h bore the insoription, 'To the N~e of 

the Unknown God.' Paul arose and, addressing himself to the 

multitude, said: tfNe bring you til!lings from the same tfUnknown 

God,"' thus preaching to them the message of Christ. A great 

number of the Greeks beoame interested in the Cause. This 

aroused jealousy in the Jews who began to make trouble. The 

multitude, aroused by these seditions, attacked the Apostles and 

'beat them until they fell unconscious. Then their bodies were 

dragged along the road and thrown outside the oity_ Paul and 

Peter oontinued in a death-like unoonsciousness all night. Early 

in the morning, Paul, who was brought to himself, said to Peter: 

" There is a fair today in a plaoe in this neighborhood, at which 

many people will be present. Let us move along to preaoh the 

Gospel in that place.' Peter oalled attention to their wounded 

and bruised bodies; and although at first too weak to move, they 

finally arose and .betook themselves to the fair and preached, 

Briefly, these persecutions caused a further spread of the Cause 

of GOuist, in that they oaused them to be removed into a new 

plaoe and preaoh to a new multitude. It 

------~~-~----------------~-------------
On June 11, 1906, 'Abdutl-Baha summoned me into the garden 

within the house-walls where He was walking alone. As the time 

seemed opportune, I spoke of my great sorrow in finding Him a 

close prisoner within the walls of Akka, and I remarked that His 

imprisonment had already lasted for a long time. To console me, 

(Abdu'l-Baha said in part: "We have wished it to be such. For 
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many reasons, this inoaroeration is useful for me. One is that 

this is conduoive to proteotion; for our enemies, finding us im

prisoned, would not think of further steps (to harm the Cause). 

MOreover, after the Blessed Perfection (who died a Prisoner), we 

must delight in being a prisoner; and no other state is good for 

us and no freedom Gan give us rest. Our purpose is to serve the 

Threshold of the Almighty, whether imprisoned or free. If we 

dwell in a royal palaoe surrounded by delectable meadows and 

g~rdens and have every'mee.ns for rest and composure at our dis-

posel, but news oomes to us that the believers are not filled with 

the fire of faith .and do not aot in accord with the laws and ex

hortations of God,- what good oould all the luxury of a pAlace 

do to comfort us? Nay, such news would make a palace seem to us 

dar~er than a dungeon and our hardships increase. But now that 

I am in prison and you have come here from America and tell me 

that sinoe his return from Akka Mr. MacNutt oontinually spoke at 

the Baha'i Meetings with great enthusiasm and love and attracted 

the hearts of the believers,- this good news transforms this 

prison into a paradise. Therefore, imprisonment gives us no pain; 

for our purpose is to act in accord with the oommandments and ex-

hortations ot God." 

AqaMihdi, the Gardener of Bahji, oame in and brought a bunch 

of white jasmine. 'Abdu'l-Baha gave me one-half of the flowers to 

share with my wife, and we walked back to the oourt-yard • ill There 

was brought a basket of aprioots into His presenoe. He took the 

fruit . and distributed it to the p1lgrims and the believers. He 
\ 

also gave several to me, and several others "to take to Florence 



Khanum." He then espeoially gave me an extra one whioh He 

said was "For Rahim. Khan." 

--~-----~~-~----~--

11-

On Tuesday, June 12, 1906, after partaking of the midday 

meal with Him, tAbdu'l-Baha commanded me to go to visit the Holy 

Tomb at Bahji in company with my wife. She donned the Persian 

chader and veil (~), and we took the baby with us. While my joy 

----~-~--~-.--.--------~-~~--~~~----~------------~---------------(Q) As she did all through our visit to Akka and then during the 

entire length of our stay in Persia, in accord with the COTmnand 

of tAbdu'l-Baha. 

--------~--~---------~~~--------~-------~~----------------------

was great in revisiting the Holy Tomb, after years of separation, 

and in presenting Yijte and Child at the Holy Threshold, the memory 

of the past years when I often visited the Tomb and Bahji with 

tAbdutl-Baha, as well as the thought of the present changed con

ditions due to His imprisonment, weighed heavily upon my heart. 

Upon our return to the town, I went to 'Abdu'l-Baha who was 

in the tent in His little garden outside the house. He tnquired 

of our visit to the tomb. I answered that by referring to the 

visits of years before when He would lead large gatherings of 

believers of all lands and nations to that Holy Threshold, and 

saying that because those days are no more makes me disconsolate 

and dejected. He lovingly spoke words of comf'ort to me.n Among 

other things He said in part: ttIn the end, all will be well and 

happy times will come. 'Once again a time will come as sweet as 

sugar. • The time will come when the prooess ion of pilgrims of 

.all lands will be densely extended trom the gate ot Akka to the 
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Holy Tomb without any interruption. Thus men of all nations and 

distriots will come to visit this Saored SPOD," t'O Khan, do you 

remember the days of Haifa? (~) What happy times were thosel Do 

-----~---------~-~-----------~~----------------------- -----------(~) Referring to my first visit during 1900, when I had the bless

ed privilege to be His amanuensis and translator and enjoyed His 

presenoe night and day, We remained for long ~onths in Haifa 

where visi tors, formerly of all oreeds and~ll nationalities 

and races, suooessively came and partook of physical and spirit-

ual food at His Holy Table. 
~---------------~---~--~----------~--~--~---------------------~--

you remember that night in Haifa when people of many lands and 

nationalities were present at dinner t - Americans, Persians, Euro-

peans, Persian Turks in huge sheep-skin head-gears, and European 

and Amerioan ladies in their wonderful hats, made part og the 

same meeting, which was also attended by Q,ayim Maqam. (Governor 

of Haifa) and the turbaned Turkish Judge? How words and explana

tions were oontinuous? Great joy and fragrance indeed predomin

ated in that gathering. Indeed, all those present were sincere 

and deeply impressed and even the Govenor and the Judge were fully 

possessed with joy and fragranoe' What a Vlonderful night it was I" 

----~-~~----~------~~--------

On Wednesday, June 13, 1906, while at luncheon, my wife ask

ed 'Abdu'l-Baha concerning the interpretation of the following 

verse of the Gospel: !lTo him that hath shall be given, and from 

him. that hath not shall ve taken away even that he hath." 

In answer 'Abdu'l-Baha said in part: "This is the exposition 

o.f one of the great questions of Divine Wisdom which Christ has 
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oouched in this brief and simple utterance. The great question 

is this: In the world of existence, pause (or discontinuation 

of progress) :marks the beginning of fall and decadence. For 

instance, as 10Ug as the bird soars or moves upward in the air, 

it is in progress. But no sooner it pauses than it begins to 

desoend. Or, as long as a merchant lives on the interest or in-

come produoed by his capital his business is sucoessful and in 

progress. BU1bO sooner he begins to consume his oapital than the 

beginning of his decadenoe is reached and he inclines toward banlc-

ruptcy. Henoe it is customary amongst men of trade and business 

to say of one who draws on his capital for self-sustenance, tIt is 

allover with him.' Now by the word of Ghrist, 'to him that hath 

shall be given,' is meant briefly: To h~ that hath the capital 

of ~ruth and Faith shall be given an increase of such when he 

employs this oapi tal by living up to the requirements of }'ai th, 

and by oommunicating them to others in word and deed. Thus he 

who is endowed with any degree of capacity and ability must oon

stantly exert himself in order to increase them, or he will see 

the beginning of failure and decadence. For this pause is like 

unto oonsuming ones capital, or allowing his capacity to decrease 

and thus fulfilling in himself the verdict, 'And from him that 

hath not shall be taken away even that he hath.'" 

Florenoe Khanum spoke conoerning a certain sect which is 

interested in healing physical ailments and devoted to what is 

called a better life than that of the usual sects. She then 

asleed, "Are these peop:}.8 who claim to surpass the other Oh1'i stian 

sects in charity and good deeds to be considered possessors of a 
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special excellence or are they one of the new sects of Christian

ity?" 

'Abdu'l-Baha answered in words to the following effect: 

"Whatever good deeds man performs in this world have orgginally 

inculoated by the Prophets and Manifestations of God. 'Were it 

not for the Prophets' teachings, luan would remain ignorant and 

heeiless like unto the brute beasts. For instance, if out of ane 

thousand sheep nine hundred and ninety-nine be slaughtered before 

the eyes of eaoh other, the last sheep would remain unmindful and 

continue heedless, diligently engaged in grazing. Material Phil

osophers say that they perform good deeds and therefore need no 

religion; not knowing that the ,~; very t Good Deeds t they claim to 

perform have originally been taught by Divine Prophets, Hence 

true excelleno~ oonsists in acknowledging the Manifestations of 

God and living up to their teachings. (For they set the standard 

of a truly good life and enable men to perform Good Deeds.) It 

"As to healing the ills of the body and caring for the sick 

and the poor. This is very good, but its effect or result is not 

a permanent one. Fmr when man 1s healed of one physical pain, 

another will seoner or later affect him; and finally as a result, 

bodily death will overtake him. But the healing performed by the 

Manifestation of God is of the Soul and is permanent, and tlje Life 

conferred by them is spiritual and thereforeilllceeps man alive forever. fI 

--~~-~------------~~-~~--~-

Florence Khanum asked: flIt one is situated with a family or 

a number of people who are in need of help and assistance, end one 

sho~d have tried his best to assist them with, however, no coopera-
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ation or encouragement on th.eir part, - until one feels utterly impo

tent to render them any further assistance,- should he still remain 

with them and endeavor to otfer them help, or should he leave them 

and go after his own business?ft 'Abdu'l-Baha answered: "Man is 

responsible to the degree of his power and capacity." (That is, 

man should do his best to help his fellowmen as much as it is 

poss ible for him.) 

He was further asked: "If one feels grieved at his failure 

to help others muoh more than one aotuallY COUld, while one had 

the desire and intention of rendering them greater help, what 

should he do'?u 'Abdu'l-Baha said in part: !tIn this case, the fact 

that one had the desire and the intention of helping is enough for 

him. For 'God ju~ges man's deeds according to the intention which 

actuated them.' This authentio tr.dition has come down from the 

Prophet, to wit: fA man's intnetion or will is better than his act.' 

This means that when a man has a good inte.ntion, that is, cherishes 

the desire in his heart for a righteous act, it is impossible that 

such an intention be anything but pure. Whereas, in acting, it is 

possible that selfish reasons may have prompted it. For instance, 

it is possible that a man performs a good deed with a view to per

sonal interest; suah a good deed done is not sepBrated from hypoc

risy and insinoerity. But when a man oherishes a good intention, 

it is impossible that it be prompted by any preUudioe or be in

tended for anything but good. In this sense, fA man's intention is 

better than his act. t If 

He further said in part: "It is possible that man may have 

a- good intention to perform a worthy deed, but be without the means 
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to exeoute it. For instanoe, a man may have the intention to 

suocor the poor and assist the orphan, but be without the necessary 

means with whioh to oarry it out. Suoh an intention will have its 

effect in the world of ~istenoe, and will be aooepted in the King

dom of God. And if a man be enabled to put it into deeds it will 

be 'light upon light' (i.e. doubly aoceptable, as is oommonly ex-

pressed) ," 

~-------~--------------------

We asked as to the fiifference between Sagacity and Intelli

genoe (or intelleot), r Abdu' l-Baha answered in part: HSagaci ty 

is a power whioh enables one to become cognizant of the existence 

of a thing by means of the outward senses, or to feel the presence 

of a thing through oertain outward signs. For instance, the slight

est motion felt in a room makes one conscious of tile presence of 

some one upon the roof, without, however, knowing who or what or 
-\~ 

whi:ch he or it may be. This is the limit of "knowing power of 

Sagacity. (~) This 'sagaoityr or ' Quiokness of parts' is to be 

---~-----~-------~----------~~----------~-----~------~-------------
(~) The term. ftZikavat tt used by 'Abdu'l-Baha which is here trans

lated "Sagaoityft better corresponds to the terms !I~u1ckness of parts" 

or'''llhe power of instinct," as differentiated from "Intellect tl or 

"Conscious intelligenoe" whioh I give as equivalent to the word "Aql" 

used here by 'Abdu'l-Baha. 
----------~--------------~~~-----"-----------------------~---------

met with in most animals, while in man this is found in a'L1ll1i1ch less 

degree. For instam.oe, if, during the night, some one enters your 

house clandestinely, the .man of' the house may not feel conscious 

of' such presence, while the dog of' the house will instantly "become 
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aware of it. Thus a dog is more sagacious than his master in the 

matter of the power of ~a&instinot, but the dog has no intellect 

which is a gift particular to man. But the intellect is a power 

by which man ponders over things and secures tangible results from 

them. (g) Among children, some oomprehend things quickly, while 

-----~------~~~-----~-~----------~~~------~-------------------~---
(~) Or, as 'Abdu'l-Baha has said elsewhere, "The intellect is a 

power by which man comprehends the realities of things. Or, it is 

a power by whioh man reasons from the part to the whole, or is con

sciously led from premises to the oonclusion." ___________________ ~ ___ ~ _______ ~ __________ ~w __________ ___________ _ 

others take time to reach a conclusion. The former are called in-

telligent and are praised by some as being superior to the latter 

who are laughed at and considered stupid. But often the child of 

the latter class, who seems slow, is endowed with superior in
he 

telleot, and~theretore needs to ponder over things before pro-

nouncing a judgment upon them. While having less sagacity and 

quickness of parts as possessed by the other, he surpasses him in 

real intellect." 

-~--~----------------~-----

We asked 'Abdu'l-Baha concerning Int1h.ition, or what is 

called "The Sixth Senset! (Or inner perception or insight. I 

translate it !tinner perception t1 as this is nearer the sense of the 

word used by fAbdu'l-Baha). He said in part: "Intuition (or inner 

perception) is a power or a light by which man comprehends and per

ceives the realities of things without the mediumship of the out

ward senses. To illustrate: There are four kinds of light: 1-

_ 'rhe outward (or phenomenal) light, which makes things manif'est or 
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visible, but whioh does not disoover them. 2- The light of the 

eye, or Eye-sight. This makes things manifest and also disoovers 

them., but it does not oomprehend them. 3- The light of the In

tellect (or reason). This light makes things manifest, disoovers 

them, oomprehends them, but thi~s pre-exist it, (i.e., its ex

istenoe is posterior to the oreation of things). 4- The Light 

of God. It is the revealer of things (i,e., by it things are made 

manifest), the disooverer of things, the oomprehender of things, 

and it preoedes the oreation of all things and follows the exist

ence of all things, as it is said, 'God is the Light of the 

Heaven and Earth t (Quran). 

"To be brief': The light which is the manifestor of things 

makes things manifest; the light which is the discoverer of things 

discovers them; the light which 1s the oomprehender of things com

prehends things. Likewise, the outward faculties and senses of 

man discover and perceive the appearance of things. But the light 

of Intuition (or Inner Perception) is a light which comprehends 

the realities and the core of things. Intuition (or Inner Per~ 

ception) means the DiVine Universal Reason, and it comprehends and 

grasps supernatural things and oonditions which cannot be grasped 

by the outward senses. 

The Prophets and Divine Manifestations have tau~ht that this 

sense of Int~ition, Inner Perception, or Innate Reason exists in 

Inan. Philosophers are also in accord with the Prophets in this 

matter, that is, to the degree of beleiving it possible that such 

a power m~ exist in man. For Philosophers do not deny the ex

istence of powers whioh are supernatural. But Prophets demonstrate 
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the existenoe of this Inner Perception and Intuition in man in a 

practical way. They show forth this power first in themselves by 

inspiring men with the faoulty of comprehending the realities of 

things and grasping things supernatural. fI (rrhat is, the Ilrophets 

prove the existence of Intuition or Inner Reason, by showing forth 

themselves such a comprehension which is beyond the power of any 

man. They also inspire their disciples with, and develop in them.~ 

the same power. This is illustrated in the life, prophetic vision 

and deeds of the Prophets and their true followers. 

One morning, the Greatest Holy Leuf gave Hahim a gold ring 

in which the Greatest Name engraved on a pretty blaclc agate was 

mounted. This made my wife very happy. At luncheon she spoke of 

this to 'Abdu'l-Baha and thanked Him for this great favor shown 

to our Baby. 'Abdu'l-Bana said in part: "This Greatest Trame ring 

was the dearest of possessions to my sister. This is why she gave 

it to V-0ur son.t! Then my wife thanked Him for His kindness to her 

for the rest she was enjoying in the Household. He lovingly an

swered: "We have done nothing for you and we have been able to do 

nothing worth mention, but we have heart-felt love and this is the 

principle thing and of great importance." 

une morning, I wes in the presence of 'Abdu'l-Baha wi th the 

other pilgrims. A believer from one of the towns in the vicinity 

of Ak~\:a was also present. '.Abdu 'I-Balla inquired of him concerning 

a oertain Turkish offici,aJ.. He said that this official was now 

imprisoned and closely guarded by four soliders; that he was not 

allowed to see or converse with anyoue. 'Abdutl-Baha, turning to 



" , ';. 

20-

us, said: "See, how for the sake of a trifling gain, people sub-

jeot themselves to terrible difficulties and suffering and trial, 

though it gives them no result or benefit whatever. This is the 

consequence of exert ing ODS ' .8 self to gain · the things of the world. 

But such is not the case in the Cause of God: for whoever takes a 

single step or endures the least hardship for the sake of God, it 

will never be lost or prove fruitless. Consider, how many people .' 
in this world have given life and property and sacrifioed their 

families to bondage and captivityl But as they did not suffer 

this in the path of God, they profited nothing, nor were their 

names highly spoken of or even mentioned among them. But consider 

Husayn who suffered martyrdom for the sake of God. He was refused 

water by his enemies. His family were made captives. But his very 

cry for water at the time of death ~as so far reaching that it still 

~ings in the ears of the. multitudes,- for he suffered martyrdom for 

the sake of God. On th~ · other hand, consider the war between Japan 

and Russia: How about one million people perished during that war, 

either in aotual battle, or from disease, or from fatigue in the 

deserts and mountainsl Yet no one hears any mention of them, although 

there were many men of fame and glory among them. But when a single 

person suffers martyrdom in the Cause of God and gives up family and 

property, his name and mention continue forever. For he suffered 

this tor an immortal Cause and endured trials for a Divine purpose." 
" 

Speaking on the same theme ',Abdu'l-Baha continued: "'lilien we 

were in Tihran, Mirza Aqa Khan of Nur Was the :Prime Minister, and 

the NuritamilY held offioial honors and positions, and had a great 

distinotion among men. A little while, and that oourt of glDWY was 
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olosed and it beoame the turn of .Am1n-id-Dawlih of Kashan to be 

the appointed Prime Minister. His oarpet was also folded up and 

his time ended. Then Mirza Husayn Khan ~The Commander in Chief" 

was given the rein of affairs. He too passes away and was no more. 

Then Mustawfi-ul ... Mamali'k beoame the Premier. He too went by and 

his time ohanged. F1nally Amin-us-SUltan bao~e Prime Minister. 

He too want by, his oarpet of tame was folded up. (e) 

-~-~--------------~-~----~~-~----~~~~-~~~~--~~-------~~~-~--------
(~) At the time 'Abdu'l-Bana spoke these words, Amin ... us-Sultan was 

in Europe. A year henoe, 1906-1907, he was recalled to Tihran and 

reapPointed Prime M1nister, but he was assassinated in the srude 

year. Henoe the prophetio words of 'Abdutl-Baha. 

~--------~-~------~-~--------~----------------------~--~-----~----
"To be brief: All these events transpired. Men oame and men 

went by. But during all ~hese transformations and ohanges in Persia, 

we have contillluea here in a uniform oontition, oocupied with our own 

affairs without suffering any change of position. All this, because 

our whole interest is oonfined to the Cause of God, and we have no 
t..JI<~\~ 

attaohment to the things of the world." Then reverting to the Turk-

ish offioial, He said: "This official suffered such hardships and 

imprisonment for the mere reason that he had a salary of one thousand 

piastres, and he wished to raise it to fifteen hundred," 

--~-------~-~-----~-~------

In the e.vening at~1nner, AAbdu'l-Baha 1nquired of :Mr. Harris. 

I spoke of him highly and praised h~ because of his eloquence and 

serv10e to the qause. 'Abdu~l-Baha was rejoiced and, referring to 

the false statements of the Naqid1n, He said to us in part: "See 

how Mirza MuhammadAl1 has said that 'Aqa (i.e., 'Abdutl-Baha Him-
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self) has abolished and effaced the Oause of Godl U By the life of 

God, see you whether 1,- who have oaused the Cause of the Blessed 

Perfection to reach the East and theWest until numerous devoted 

and eloquent souls like Mr. Harris have appeared therein,- have 

effaced the Cause, or Mirza Muhammad Ali who has done So much harm 

by arising against me 1 tt On the same sub jeot He said in partf "That 

Baha'u'llah ap.pointed me the Center of Us Covenant was not because 

I was His Son,' Nay, I swear by His Holy Spirit, that had He found 

a negro of Zanzibar more oapable than I am, He would have appointed 

him preferably to me f ..• n 

tf~.1irza Muhammad Ali exerted his utmost to bring about my exile 

from Akka, in the vain hope that in my absenoe the believers would 

obey him, or that he would be protectedI' But he is too heedless to 

tnow that in case my lite is destroyed, he too shall be afflioted 

wi th a great oalami ty.... Mirza Muhammad JU1 went even so far as to 

occasion the shedding o~ my blood. That 1s, he sent Jamal (~) direct-
__ ~ ___ ~ __ ~ ____ ~ ______ ~_~_~ _________ ~ ___________ ~~ _____ N_~ ____________ _ 

(~) One of the Oh1etKaqioh1n. ~ __________ ~_~ __ ~ ___ ~ __ ~ ____ ~~R ____ ~~ ____________ ~ ___ ~ ___ ~~ __________ _ 

ly from here to Tihran. The latter went to the Ottoman Ambassador 

and said that he 'had 11ved for years in the Turkish countries and en

joyed the blessings 01' peace and freedom under that government; that 

he had thereby become suoh a well-wisher of Turkey that inoorder to 

express' his. gratitude to the authori t1es, he deemed it his duty to 

inform them 01' a matter which is vital to the proteotion of Turkey,' 

eto. Then he said to the Ambassador of that 'vital matter' to wit: 

"Abbas Effendi has brought the British people into Akka and is con

_sidering turning over Syria to Britian, tha.t he is in oooperation 

\ 

\ 
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with the young Turk party ,the Sultan's enemies, t eto ••• 

"To be brief, by stating suoh falsehoods, Jamal stirred up 

suoh sedition and made suoh misrepresentations it seemed very diffi

oult to explain or remedy them I Finally to prove the utter falsity 

of such assert'~Aens, Jinab1 Adllih (one ot the venerable Baha'i 

teaohers in Tihran) gave a ' oopy or the -Book ot Aqdas" to the Turk

ish Ambassador to see for himself. We too sent d1reotly to the con

fidants of the Sultan two hundred and f1fty petitions, letters re

oeived by us from the Amerioan Baha'is, for his oonsideration. Thus 

it was made known toh1m that our work is wholly of a spiritual nature 

and that our mission is entirely removed from such aoousations; and 

that by the Oommand of the Blessed Perfeotion we are obedient to 

governments and are far from sed1tions." 

Referring to the, two trips to India taken by Muharnrnad Ali for 

seditious purposes dur1ng the life-t~e of Baha'u'llah, and to the 

faot that he even tried to set up a party by the help of Nazir (who 

beoame a Naqiz) against the Oovenant, 'Abdu' l-Baha said in part: "I 

swear by His Holy Spirit that one day Baha'u'llah oalled me to Hi~ 

sajing, 'Aqa& "Aqal (Q) See how limited is your brothe:b' s intelli-

---------~~-----------~--------~----~-------------~--~-----------~--(Q) i,e" Master, Master', the term by which Baha'u'llah addressed 

'Abdu'l-Baha 
--~-.--~-~------~-----------------~~------------~---------------~---
genoe, tor a man like this Na~ir has suooeeded in leading him twice 

to India and bringing him baok. t" (¢) 

--------"~-~-----~-------~-----------------~~~---~---~---------~---~ (¢) This refers to the plots in whioh Muhammad Ali and Nazir were 

engaged to prepare tAe way for sppremaoy and become the leader of 

'<' 
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the Cause atter the Departure of Baha'u'llah. Baha'u'llah knew of 

these too well, as is testified by many Tablets and inoidents, es

peoially by the Revelation of the "Book of His Covenant" prior to 

His departure, in whioh He olearly apPoints 'Abdutl-Baha as the One 

to whom all, inoluding the Branohes, are to turn for light and 

guidanoe, 
, , , 

-~---~-.-------~--~---------~-------~---------------------~--------

One morning while speaking on various topios, 'Abdu'l-Baha 

sa1d in part: ' nVot1ligg1's a praotioal means for the settlement of 

any matters under oonsideration, espeoially because those who de

liberate may naturally advanoe various opinions pertaining to it.1t 

He then dwelt at length upon the subject of the House of 

Justioe, and spoke words to the following effect: 'tThe House of 

Justioe is so m1ghty an Qrganization that no one shall have the 

right to resist or oppose it. By that is meant the Universal House 

of Justice. That is, when all the local Houses of Justice of the 

dlifferent countries will be represented 1n the organization of a 

General House of Justioe, that House wAll rule over all. For such 
be 

a House of Justioe shall~under the proteotion and infallibility of 

the Blessed Perfeotion and favored by His confirmation. n 

In this connection I asked conoerning infallibility, whether 

by this is intended the Power of the House of Justice to do and 

order that , whioh it willeth,or whether it refers to another state. (Q) 

-----~-"--~"-~--~-~-~-~"-~--~--~--~~"-~~-----~-~---------~---~~--~~----(Q) In tile 'Tablet of i Infallibility preoed1ng the Tablet of Ishraqat--

my translation-... Baha'u'llah speaks of the Infallibility of the Mani

fest~tions of God to be their unquestioned authority to do that which 
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they will or desire, for they are Manifestations of the Almighty, 

who is the possessor of Omnipotenoe and unquestioned authority, 

Baha tu 'llah has conterred such absolute authority upon the House 

of .Just1oe. For it is a foundation whioh safe-guards the order 

and unity of the world and the peaoe of society, and it would fall 

short of this vital aooomplishment were its authority to be quest

ioned by anyone. 
------~~-~~---~------~-----~----~--------~-~~~-~---~~-~---~-------

'Abdu~l-Baha said in part: "Infallibility is of two kinds; (1) 

Intrinsio or immediate Infallibility, (2) oonferred, extrinsic or 

mediate Infallibility. Intrinsic or immediate Infallibility means 

that God, exalted is His Glory, and no~e else save Him has any por

tion thereof. He is the doer of that which He willeth. And His 

Infallibility is espeoialized to His Universal Manifestations who 

appear at the head of eaoh great Cyole. 

"The oonferred, extrinsic or mediate Infallibility is that 

of those Holy Souls who are under the proteotion of the Divine Mani-

1'estations, for preservation from error is conferred upon souls as 

a pure gift of. God • . God.s Infallibility is intrinsi0, whereas that 

of the Holy Souls under the proteotion of His Manifestations is ex

trinsic, for it is acquired as a gift or quality from them. For in

stanoe. the light of the Sun is intrinsio. or immediate. but the 

light of the planets is aoquired from the Sun and is therefore ex

trinsio. The light of the Sun is independent of the planet, while 

that of the planet is dependent upon the light of the Sun. To be 

brief, God will re,is.e pure, righteous and sinoere beings for the 

House of Justice who will be under His proteotion and the decrees 
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o~ the House of Justioe shall be effective in all matters not es

pecially 'provided for in the Book.'tI 

Being asked as to the sex of itsillmembership, 'Abdu'l-Baha 

answered: "The membersh1p of the House of Justioe shall be all men." 

Being asked if the members of the General House of Justioe will be 

nine in number, He answered: "The membership is not limited to 

nine. Nay, nine is the " minimum number and it will gradually be in

creased nine by nine. For instanoe, it will be raised to numbers 

whioh are multiples of the number n1ne, such as eighty-one which is 

equal to nine times nine, and so forth." Supplementary to the above 

utteranoes, I hereby translate an important Tablet, ooncerning the 

House of Justioe, revealed by 'Abdu'l-Baha., for a Persian believer 

in the early years of this oentury: 

. He Is Ai-Abhal 

o thou who art holding fast unto the hem of the Covenants 

Thy letter oame and the questions mentioned therein were oon

sidered. ,.. Thou hast asked as to the wisdom of the formulation 

of certain important laws having been (in this Manifestation) rele

gated to the oare of the House of Justioe. It is to be known pr~

marily that this Divine D1spensatioD is a purely spiritual and merci

ful one dealing with the things of the soul. It has hardly any di

rect relation with the physical and temporal affairs or with the 

worldly oonoerBS. Similarly, the Dispensation of Christ was a purely 

spiritual one. In the whole of the Gospel, exoepting the l aw pro

hibi ting divoroe and the referenoe made to the Abolition of the 

(Jewish) Sabbath, all laws were spiritual ones and direoted to the 

cul tivation of divine morals. Thus it was said, tiThe Son of Man 
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has not oome to judge the world." 

Now this Most Great Cycle is also purely spiritual and con

fers the Life Eternal. For the basic prinoiple of the Cause of God 

is to purify morals, to beautify attributes and to moderate and ad

just (Human) manners. And by this it is intended that beings veiled 

from the Truth may attain the station at Meeting, and darkened and 

imperfeot souls may be illumined. 

As to other laws (than those whioh oonoern the spiritual si~e 

of man), these are 'seoondary to Oertitude, Faith, Inner conviction, 

and Knowledge. Nevertheless, beoause this blessed Oycle is the 

greatest of All Divine Cyoles, (laws concerning) all temporal as 

well as spiritualb matters are laid down therein with the utmost 

power and authority. Consequently prinoiple questions which con

stitute the chief foundatlbn of the Law of God have been enacted and 

, wri tten (in the Book); but seoondary questions (or those of less im

portance than the pr1noip~ laws), have been referred to the House 

of ~ustice, The wisdOm of the latter case is this that times do not 

always continue the same, and that change and vicissitudes are among 

the essential oharaoteristios of the world of time and place. There

fore the House of Justioe will act and order (those non-principal 

oases) in ,accord with the requirement of the times. 

Ivloreover, let it not be supposed that the House of Justice 

will settle any matter in accord "":i th its own thought and opinion. I 

ask forgiveness from Godl (~) Nay, the House of Justioe will ex-

-------~---~~~~~~---~-~--~~~--~------~-~-~~-~-----~----~-------------
(~) This expression means J "Nol Fur from it pt 

----------~-~-----~~~-~-----------------------~~--~-~----------------

...... e._cute laws and settlements through the Oonfirmation and Inspiration 
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of the Holy Spirit. For this House of Justioeis under the pro

teotion, preservation and keeping of the Pre-existent Beauty (i,eo, 

Baha'u'llah), and whatever it may decide must be followed by all as 

a fixed neoessity and as a decreed obligatory duty, and there is no 

other refuge (or choioe) for anyone. 

Say, 0 people';,~ Verily the greatest (or universal) House of 

Justioe is under the wings of Our Lord the Clement, the Meroiful, 

that is, under His proteotion, supervision, preservation and guard

ianship. For verily He hath oommanded the assured be,lievers to obey 

that pure and sanotified Body and that Holy and Mighty Gathering. 

Its dominion is heavenly and divine, and its ordinanoes are spiritual 

and inspired. 

To be brief, this is the purpose and wisdom of oorunitting suoh 

civil laws (or seoular, administrative ordinances) to the care of 

the House of Justice. 

Similarly in the Religion of the Q.uran, all laws were not re

vealed as Sacred Texts; nay, even the tenth of the tenth of a tenth 

of them was not reveal~d (by the Prophet). AI though the princ ipal 

questions of importance were revealed, yet rnost assuredly some half 

a million of its laws were not put down (in the Book). Subsequently, 

these were legislated through the "Method of Analogy". (&) During 

-----~-~~~-------~~~~~~--~~----"---------~-~-----~-------------------(&) Or rules of deduoting new laws trom essential roots as revealed 

in the Text. 
---~--~~~-~~~~--~---~~--------------~----------~-------~-------------

the early legislations., various individuals among the legislators 

advanoed different opinions through their various applications of 

.. , .. t..b.e method of' Analogy, and these were enforced as laws. 
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No suoh lesiglation is entrusted to the body of the House of 

Justioe and any deduotion and seleotion (of laws by the "Method of 

Analogytt) by any individual dootor of laws is of no importanoe, un-

less it is sub~itted for approval to the House of Justioe. The 

differenoe (9) is this that by submitting such analogioal deduotion 

-----------------------~~-----~---~-~~-------~~~~-------------------(~) Between this system and that of legislation through analogioal 

deduotion by individual .. doo.tors as was the oase with subsequent 

legislation in Islam. 
---------~-~-----------~------~--------~-------~--------------------

for the approval of the House of Justioe ,. no disagreement will arise 

among different legislators; for the members of the House of Justioe 

are elected and trusted by the whole community; while legislation 

based on individual dootors' analogioal deduotions will necessarily 

result in disoordant opinions and oonduce to indecision, inharmony 

and dissension, destroying the oneness of the Vford and the unity of 

the Religion of G()d and sllalting the foundation of the Law cbt God. 

As to the matter of Matrimony: This is entirely one of the 

laws of civil society, and yet its conditions have been revealed and 
.. 

its essentials explaine4 ~n .the Law of God (Book of Aqdas, etc.). 

But the marriage' at: ki~~:eoik' has not been revealed in its details, 
. . ~, ' . . 

.' ,',1,'.-

and this matter has. been~ef,erredto .the House of Justice to settle 
(' , 

according to the rules at ~ivilization and in keeping with wisdom 

and medical soienoe and w;i th the requirements of ~he\human nature. 

There is no doubt that in aocord with the rules of Oivilization, 

medioal soienoe. end human nature, . the marriage of remote individuals 

(or non-~elative or. distan~ relatives) is better than the marriage 

of near kin. Although in the Law of Ohristianity the marriage of 
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kinsfolk is in reality allowable, for a law prohibiting it has not 

been revealed in the Book,- yet due to the above oonsideration, the 

early Christian Counoils prohibited the marriage of relations. other

wise, this would be in foroe in all the seots of Christianity even at 

present, for this question is a purely oivil (or secular) one. 

,In short, whatever deoision the House of Justioe may make in 

this matter, it will be a oonclusive and inviolable Divine Law, and 

no one shall depart therefrom. With due consideration, you will 

clearly see how this matter of relegating civil (or secular) legi~

lation to the House of Justioe is in accord with a great wisdom. For 

whenever a new difficulty may arise, and an unexpeoted phase may come 

up in a question already decided by the House of Justioe, a special 

session of the House can again be called to decide upon the new case 

under consideration, and remove the unforeseen difficulty. For the 

House of Justice has also the authority to abolish a decision that 

it itself has already made. 

Suoh speoial phase in legislature was also allowed in the Quran, 

for it was referred to the Judgment (or will) of the Man of Authority 

(i.e., a ruler, chief, ~r head). No rules were revealed in the Quran 

conoerning the different degrees or the limit of its application, but 

it was relegated ,to and made dependent upon the opinion of the tlOhief 

Executive", whose authority in the matter included the pronouncing of 

verdi,cts and even the death sentence; for the administration of affairs 

the the Islam oommunity mostly revolve around this axis. 

To be brief, the foundation of this MOst Breat Dispensation has 

been laid in suah a Qomprehensive manner that its laws and ordinances 

,"' are agreeable to and in accord with all future oycles and ages. It is 
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not like 1i.nto the laws of the f'ornier Religions, the application of 

whioh is tmposs1ble and tmpraot1oable at the present t~ef For in

stanoe, oonsider the laws or the Torah (the Old Testament) which it 

is impossible to exeoute in this clqay; for they oontain ten death 

sentenoes. Likewise in aocord with the Law of the ~uran, the hand 

of a man who may steal ten Di~hams is to be amputated. It is now 

impossible toexeoute suoh. No, by the Life ot Godl 

But this Holy and Divine Law (The Baha'i Revelation) is in 

accord with all times, ages and cycles. f" etc. 

Upon thee be Al-BahaS 

(Big. ) 

-~--~~--~-~-----~~-----~~-~~---~--

One day, 'Abdu'l-Baha, speaking of the early stages of the 

Cause in Amerioa, said in part: "That whioh is always the cause 

of inharmony and delays the progress of the Cause of God is love 

for.leadersh1p and self-interest. Those who aherish suoh tendencies 

imagine that these will be concealed from others. But they know 

not that if anyone possess a quality, whether praisewo~thY or ob

jectionable, it is impossible that it may not beoome known to others, 
, 

sooner or later. If it remain concealed today, it will be exposed 

tomorrow. And.if a man do not pessess a certain quality, he oannot 

persuade others of his possession therof by dint of proolaiming it. 

ttTh.at whioh is oonduoi ve to the progress of souls, is humil it Y 

and meekness, gentleness and evanesoence. 1yery individual must 

suppose another to be the possessor of a gift of whioh he himself 

is depr1ved. This will cause everyone to be humble and meek be

·fore another. One must not think of beooming a leader. If anyone 
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imagineShimselt the possessor of this or that high quality, and 

of oertain superior powers not possessed by ~thers, this will fill 

him with pride and haughtiness. But when each one supposes the 

other to be the possessor of a high gift, and therefore humbles 

himself before him, by this means all men will become humble before 

one another and love for leadership will wholly vanish. This them 

will oonduoe to the progress of individuals and to the advanoement 

of the Cause of God. But he who entertains the desire to live for 

leadership will in the end be deprived. He will never succeed to 

serve the Gause of God'. For instance, everyone in Persia praises 

Haji Mirza Haydar Ali in writing to us. But everyone used to com

plain of Jamal in their letters. (g) The reason was that Raji was 

-----------------~--~-~---~---~------~~~-----------"---------------
(~) Jamal was the Baha'i teacher who always posed as a leader and 

tried to exact homage from all. He became a Naqidh after the de

parture of Baha'u'llah. 
------------------~-~~------------------------~------~-~-----------

humble and meek before all, He has been highly successful in the 

service of the Cause, and all believers love him. But Jamal was dis

liked by all because of his haughtiness, and you see what he came to 

in the end. 

"To be brief: each one of the believers in mentioning the other 

must praise and speak highly of him. On a certain oocasion some of 

the believers inquired of Raji Siyyid Yahya of Darab (¢) conoerning 

---~----------------~----~---~---------~~-----------~----------------(¢) One of the martyred nineteen Letters of the Living. 
--~-----------~---~---~-----------------~----------------------------

( ~) 
Jinabl-Bab-ul-Bab~and his character, He answered, '0 that I were as 
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-~~-~-----------------~-"---.~-~--------------~--------------------(e) Bablul-Bab was Mulla Husayn Boshroui, the first believer in the 

Bab t S Mess age. 
------~----------------~----------------~--------------------------

worthy as a single hair ot his body.' This was the fiegree of his 

meekness, though he--Aqa S1yyid Yayha--was of so high and lofty a 

rank (while a pontiff) that whenever he went to Tihran over thirty 

thousand MUllas, grandees and other oity people would go out of town 

to meet him and show him the utmost respeot. 

"Upon another oocasion BabLul-Bab was asked conoerning Aqa Siy

yid Yahya, and he answered, t'I oan. not be counted as worthy as t ·he 

dust of his feet.' TO be brief, this is the meaning of meekness and 

humbleness, and this is theh1ghest attribute of the people of ~aith. 

"One evening Hazrati Quddus (Q) went to the house of the Bab-

_b .. ·;~~9 .. - .. ---- ... -----~------ ---- --- --- ------ ---- --.--- ... --- ------- ---- ... -
(Q~ The great soul who led the Babis in the Shaykha Tabarsi fortress. 
--~--------~---~-----~-------------------------~------ ---------------

ul-Bab. In thos~ days, Hazrat1 Quddus was not reoognized as a man 

of high rank and authority. He was only aocounted as a religious 

scholar. Bab-ul-Bab ocoupied the highest seat, and Jinabi quddus 

oocupied a place .near the door. During that night various conver-

sations and explanations. took plaoe between the two, This aoquainted 

Bab-ul-Bab with the lotty degree 01: knowledge possessed by the young 

soholar, as a Qonsequenoe of whioh he made himself humbll:e before him. 

On the following morning, When the party of the preoeding day went 

again 1n-:to the presenoeof Bab-ul-Bab, they discovered a great ohange: 

They found the young soholar oooupying the highest seat, while in his 

presenoestoodBab-ul-Bab with thw utmost humility and meelcness. 

"T~beb~~e1': the prinoipal thing in the Cause of God is 
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humility, meekness an! servioe to the Cause, and not leadership. 

I rem~mber onoe when I was a child, I was in the arms of Jinubi 

Tahirih (Q,urrat-ul-Ayn), and while AqaSiyyid Yahya of Darab was 

outside the room. He possessed great learning and was a man of 

high endowments. Among other things, he knew thirty thousand 

traditions and quoted verses of theQ,uran in demonstration of 

the Bab's Manifestation. Jinab1 Tahirih, addressing herself to 

him said: 'Oh, Jinab1 S1yy1dl Bring forth a deed if thou art a 

man of mighty aotion. t (q,uran) Hearing this, Aqa Siyyid Yahya 

was suddenly so impressed that he beoame submissive and humble. 

It then dawned upon him that the matter is a different matter, 

and that it is not only tOP~Qta the cla~ of the Bab, but to 

sacrifioe one's life in spreading His Teaohings. He traveled and 

taught the Truth in various oities until he finally suffered martyr

dom. tt 

One day, whd)le in His Holy presenoe, I spoke of Mrs. Viatson 

and oertain other Amerioan believers who, notwithstanding physical 

ailments and pauoity of worldly means, are so devotedly active in 

the servioe of the Cause that it is a matter of' astonishment to all. 

t,Abdu'l-Baha said in part: tfThis is one of the oonditions of the 

teachers of the Truth; he must possess pure severanoe, so that his 

words may produoe such en effeot on Us hearers that even if they 

do not beoome believers and approve the Truth, yet they will be im

pressed by his sinoerity and devotion, and testify that he has no 

a.ttachment whatsoever to the worl@., limd his only purpose is Truth. n 

Then He gave the following illustration: 



35-

"During the years of (Baha1utllahts residence at) Baghdad, 

word was brought that Mirza YahyaKhan, the Governor ot Mazinda

ran, a nephew of Mirza Aqa Khan ot Nur, the Prime Minister, had 

oome to perform the p11grtmage Qf the Shrines (at Karbila and 

Najaf, etc.), and that he was now in Kazime.yn. (9) Because of 

----------~---------~~~~~---------~---~-------------~~-~-~-~------(9) A city within three miles of BaiAdad, where two of the twelve 

Imams are burie.d, 
--~~-----~--------~~--~----~-~--------~---------~----~-----~------

former aoquaintanoe the Blessed Perfeotion bade me go and call up-
. . 

on him. Qn arriving at his house, I found Siyyis Ibrahim, a Muham

madan Mujtahid, was oall1ng on the Persian Grandee, and was engaged 

in various oonversations. Among other things, he asked the IGlan as 

to the destination of his journey. In answer he named it to be 

Najat (where the Tomb at· Aliia. situated). The Siyyi4 said, 'Oh 

noS Now that you have oame this tar, it is well that you go also 

to Meooa and have me also in your company to the pilgr:Lmage of that 

Sacred spot.' The Khan answered, that as manifold oocupations 

awai ted him in Persia, he was bound to be back in that country wi th

in three or four months, but that after returning thither and trans

aoting his business, he hoped, God willing, he would start for the 

pilgrimage of Mecca in the following year, etc. The Mujtahid again 

persisted in his attempt to persuade the Khan by saying how many 

people had come this far and returned in hope of coming back at a 

future time and pro~eeding ' toward Meoca, and how they either had 
/..---.... ----.. ....... 

died or were unabie to return and f1nally=Were deprived of visiting 

the House of God' etc. etc. 

uTo be brief:. He finally succeded tg the point of persuading 
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the Khan to 'Consult the Quran t and then to act ac cordingly. (Q) 

~--------------~-~~~---~--------~~-------~--------~--~------------(e) This means taking omen trom the verse appearing at the top of 

the page. when opened atre.ndQm. This form or d)al£ing 0l1lBIl is fre

quently praotised by MUsl1msin Persia. 
--~~-~---~----~-------~~------------------~-------~---------------

The Khan consented and ordered the Q,uran to be brought. The Mujta

hid, himself pe~for.ming the ablution of the face and hands, took 

the Quran and opened it for consultation. But to the utter amaze

ment of the Siyyid. the verse at the top of the page, on whioh de

pended the whole decision, was a prohibitive verse, that is, a 

verse which seriously advised against the proposed ~dertak1ng. 

For a whole quarter of an hour, the Siyyid was lost in meditation, 

wondering What to say and what to do, Finally he said the verse 

was subjeot also to a different interpretatio~ and he explained it 

in such a way as to mean a deoisive command. Nevertheless, the 

Khan protested while astonished at the liberty taken by the Siyyid 

in controverting the meaning of the verse. In reply, the Siyyid, 

intent upon proving his own position, offered to cite an illustra-

tion. He began by saying: 'When Slyyid Alli Muhammad the Bab ••. t 

No sooner had he mentioned the name :8abmthan Mirza Yahya Khan 

realized that the Siyyid did not know me, and that he might offend 

me if allowed to continue talking against the Cause. In order to 

avoid suoh an awkward dilemma, the Khan seemed determined to make 

a sign to the Siyy1d in order to stop him. As I wished to hear 

what the Siyy1d would say1n regard to the Bab, I so fastened my 

eyes upon the Khan . that he found it impossihle to use a gesture to 

~ - tb.e S1yyid witllout my noticing it. So he fles obliged to re.::a in 
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silent, and the Siyyid oontinued: 'When the Bab appeared, and his 

followers were on their way to the fortress of Shaykh Tabarsi, 

there was a man in Karb11a ((ill) oalled Naj1 Muhammad Taqi of Kirman 

~--~--~~--~--~---~--------~-~------------~-~~-~--------------------

who was also one of the Babts followers, He was, however, a man 

of' lofty character, and showed forth all the high attributes of the 

people of raith, That is, he was well known for faithfulness, reo

titude, trustworthiness, sinoerity, generosity, charity and obed

ienoe to the Divine Laws. As he was also .a man of means, he greatly 

assisted poor religious .students with funds. In short, he was so 

perfect in his life and deeds, that no one could find the least 

flaw or defect in his oharaoter. But alasl such a hoble soul was 

a Bab1, and Was intent upon traveling to the fortress of Shaykh 

Tabars1 to join the rank 01' his oo-religionists. The Muslem 

Dootors and the Iv1ullas in Karbila who knew him to be suoh a good 

man, did their utmost to prevent him from the error of following 

the Cause of the Bab and trf4veling to Persia. But he would bring 

many proofs as tbetaabt~th of the Bab's olaim and persisted in 

going to Persia to help His followers. The Mullas who were extreme

ly anxious for his salvation, vainly endeavored to prove 11<1> him his 

ignoranoe and his error. Finally they persuaded him to aocompany 

them to the Shrine of Husayn and stand with all humility before 

the Imam's Tomb, and after laarnest prayer, to open the Saored Volume 

and ask for guidanoe in the matter. They agreed, that if the verse 

should oontain a oommand, the Haji would be oonvinoed of the right-

-'--eousness of the Cause end prooeed on his journey, without any further 



interferenoe on their part. 

"To be brier: At dawn a body of the Mullas, aocompanied 

by the Haji, prooeeded to the Holy Shrine, and after ohanting 

the visiting Tablet, and performing the morning prayer, they 

made the following wish; "0 Holy Imaml We pray that thou make 

olear to us through the verse in the .Saored Volume that we are 

about to oonsul t, if this Bab is in error or his olaim is true 

and sanotioned by God." 
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tI'Then they took the Q,uran and opened it with all reverenoe, 

when, 101 the verse in their answer was the following: "Whoever 

turns aside from my Admonition, verily, he shall lead a miserable 

life." (K. S. 20) This verse astounded all the Mullas present. 

For they had all heard that in those days the Bab had already de-

olared himself to be "The Admonition (i.e., Dhikr) of God. tt (,,) 

--~----------~--~~-----~-------~~-------~-----~-~-~-----~--~-~-~--(,,) The above verse is pronounoed by many of the past co~nentators 

of the Q,uran to be a olear referenoe to the Manifestation of Qa'im. 
---------~-----~-----~----------------------------------~---------

Great uproar and agitation arose among them, and they knew not 

what oourse to pursue. At last, they attempted to offer an explan

ation. They said: "The Q,uranio verses are of two k1n~s; 'Per_ 

spicuous Verses' and .'Ambiguous Verses.' And now this verse is 

not to ' be taken in its literal sense. Nay, We should :i:nlbpEptet 

the word, 'Admonition t ,to 'be the 'Holy Religion of Muhammad' and 

not a ' referenoe to the Bab."' .The Siyyid resumed: 'To be brief, 

Raji Muhammad Taqiwould not listen to any further explanation, 

for the verse had added to his conviction. He, therefore, started 

for Persia to join the Bab1s at Shaykh Tabarsi. He, however, did 
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not reaoh his destination, for upon his arrival in Tihran he was 

arrested and put to death as a Babi t ttt 

Then 'Abdutl-Baha oontinued: "r turned to the Siyyid and 

said, '0, eminent Sir' What is your authority in oonsidering the 

above verse as being "an amb1guous verse, tt needing an allegorioal 

interpretation? Do you not know that all autnoritative oomruent~

tors of both the Shi'ah and Suni Sohools have oonsidered this a 

"perspiouous verse?" t The Siyyid ansYiered haughtily, ffWe have the 

authority and the right to interpret the last verse as an e.rnbigupus 

one, and we also have the right to interpret the present verse 

dealing with the Khan's pilgrimage to J!Ieoca, in a similar way.' I 

answered: tyou are plainly wrong in your interpretation of both 

verses. For by ambiguous verses is meDnt those :ililJiJ.¢>se[:.litel'al sense 

is not in aooord with the fundamental prinCiples of the Law. Such 

verses are therefore liable to an allegorioal interpretation. By 

perspiouous verses 1s meant those whose literal sense is plainly 

in acoord with the general laws and fundamental rules of Faith. 

Suah verses are therefore taken literally.' This explanation ad-

monished the S1yyid to some extent. 

ttSomteime after, this Siyyid Ibrahim attained to the Presenoe 

of the Blessed Perfeotion. During subsequent years, I heard Si~Jia 

Muhammad of Isfahan say that this Siyyid finally became devoted to 

the Cause of Karbela. For when Siyyid Mtiliammad had called on him, 

he had returned the 00.11 and expressed his. love for the Truth. This 

story was 01 ted to illustra.te the fact that although Siyyid Ibra.l1im 
, . . 

oonsidered Hoj1Mirza Muhammad Taqi of Kirman a man of error relig-

iouslYJ yet he fully testified to his lofty oharacter and noble life. 
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Thus the Baha'is must live such a perfect life among men, that even 

those who will not see this Truth or believe in it, would not fail 

to be impressed by the nobel life they live as Ba1!a'is." 

--~------~~-~--~---

One night at dinner, 'Abdu'l-Baha spoke joyfully of my wife 

as one endowed .with great Faith. He testified to her sincerity, 

faithfulness and assuranoe in the most impressive tone of voice. 

He anded by saying: "This is the meaning of Faith1 This is but 

true Faith. She is indeed possessed with perfeot assuranoe. She 

shall indeed rest, she shall indeed enjoy perfeot peaoe. 1f 

Speaking at length conoerning true faith, 'Abdu'l-Baha spoke 

thus: "Vfhen m3Il has faith, even the mountains of the world can 

not oppose him, nay, he bears every tri a1 and calamity, and nothing 

can conduce to his weakness. But one who is not a true believer, 

and does not possess real faith will lament over the least dis

appointment and complain .of the slightest thing which may mar his 

peaae and pleasure. Vfuen in company with the Blessed Perfection 

we arrived in Constantinople as exiles, we were all filled with joy 

and gladness and enjoyed grea.t peace of mind. Then when we were 

removed to Adrianople we still continued in the same spirit in our 

new place 01' exile. , Bone among us offered any oomplaint, except 

three persons: Mir~a Yahya (Azdl) who was extremely downhearted 

and confused: S1yyid Mllbbmnad daf Isfahan; and Haji Mirza .. 4.hm.ad of 

Kashan. (~) These thre~ constantly oomplained of the hardships 

----------~---------------------------------------------------------(e), ,The . latt~r two ~so ·finally denied Baba t u' llah and became Azalia. . 
. . . , . .' 

----~.---~-~--~"~~-~.-----~~------"-------------~-------------------
. ":"""";. ' 

, ~ .' .- and b.oth~~~~ . ~g ' tro\lbl.ed the beli~vers. At least Mirza Yahya and 
" '. L"':" , 

: . ' :- ., 
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Raji ' Siyyid Muhammad of Isfahan appeared morbid and sullen without 

oomplaining openly to others; they only seemed dissatified and lost 

in melanoholy. But H'~i, Mirza Ahmad, though a brother of Jinabi 

Zabih (one of the great Baha'i Martyrs) oonstantly troubled the 

believers with fits of ~p~tienoe, complained of the violenoe of 

the cold weather, and the severity of the snow and frost, often 

saying saroastioally: 'Though I often said at Baghdad tha't this 

Shaykh Adbul Husayn Mujtah1d is busily engaged in making trouble 

for us, in oompany with the Persian Consul, working for our exile, 

no one listened or heeded my warnings. Now you all see how they 

brought about our exile to this wretohed plade, and afflioted us 

with great oalamities in these cold countries. And now we are 

God's faithful servants and must need suffer these trialsl' etc. 

"To be brief, He so, constantly found fault with everything 

and showed impatienoe, that on several ocoasions the believers 

were provoked to the pOint of beating him, so that he might per

haps abandon us and leave the place. But each time I prevented 

them from so doing. But the rest mf us, who were over fifteen in 

number and yet were obliged to live in one single room, were never

theless filled with joy and composurel for we were blessed with 

exile for the sake of the Cause of God, .And in order tOl?ass the 

time, each day one of us cooked a oertain dish for the rest to 

enjoy. So the severe winter went by and in the oourse of a few 

months the snow and ?old passed away and the famous delectable 

spring-time Qf Rumel.ia oame, on. Then the weather was so delight

ful, that even the above Raji Mirza Ahmad began ,to praise the 

~_ glorious air of Rumel,ia • 

. ;', . "":;;: 
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"To be brief; 4s he had no faith, he could not endure the 

winter or restrain himself from complaining and remain patient 

until the oold weather would be superseded by fine weather. 

"Now this is the difference between a man of Faith and one 

without Faith. A man of Faith endures every hardship and suffer

ing with patience and self-restraint. But one without Faith be-

wails and mourns, and utters oomplaint. He has no power to en-

dure hardships and tails to think of the fUDure When better times 

will come as a substitute for present hardships. +9+ 

--------~----~-~---~----~---~-~---------~------------~---~~---~--tQ+ In these utteranoes we later saw a prophetio vision into the 

suffering my wife was to endure in Persia, during her long ill

ness, the perfect patienoe she showed during that period and the 

coming of spring-time which brought on suffioient change for the 

better in the invalid, to allow bur return to this country, Where 

once again she was restored to perfeot health. These words of 

'Abdh'l-Baha proved my chief stand.by during the many weeks when 

I was in constant attendanoe in my wife's sick-room. For nothing 

but the prophetio natdre of these words spoken months before, 

could convince me that my wi1'e would survive what seemed to be 

unfailing signs of an imminent deathl 
_______________ ~ __ ~~ __________ " ____ W _____ ~ __________ ~_ --- _______ _ 

During our visit there was in Akka a Zoroastrian Baha'i from 

India, named Mihrdban, who was a strong athletic young man. One 

day on his way to tliEj'~idhvan in company with other pilgrims, he 

.---J.Uld a Baha' 1 S1yy1d trom Persia started to~,:wrestle together. The 

, ,',' ,I , ' 
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Zoxoastriun, believ~ng in his superior strength, underestDuated 

his opponent's physioal ability. So,the wrestling which started 

in a pleasantry ended by giving the Zoroastrian youth a broken 

leg, He was obliged to remain in ~~ka and treat his leg for u 

mumber of weeks before he was able to return to his country . On 

our arrival he was beginning to go on orutches to 'Abdu'l-B~lats 

trouse daily with the other pilgrims. He was, however, extremely 

happy over .his broken leg whioh had allowed him such a long stay 

in Akka. Besides, 'Abdu'l-Baha had visited him often at Ivl'us afi r 

Khanih to inquire after his health. 

One evening I was in the Holy Presence with other pilgrims 

including the Zoroastrian young man. 'Abdu'l-Baha spoke of Mil'

raban and how a broken leg which was a great phYSical suffering 

be came the means for the great joy the Zoroastrian's long stay 

in the Holy City gave him. He then continued in part: "Many a 

time, a oalE;ID.ity becomes the means did a bounty. Not until man 

has endured hardship because of a thing will he a-ppreoiate the 

full value of the thing. The more one suffers on account of an 

object, the greater he realizes its worth. It i s said in th e 

\;~uran: 'They will never attain (unto Divine Bounty) excep t 

t hrough severe trials.' The more you searoh the eurth and the 

deeper you dig into its bosom with the plough, the more fertile 

it becomes. For the people of faith, oa~ties, trials ru1d 

tribulations are conducive to spiritual progress; provided one 

endures them patiently and with severance for all else s ave God. 

It is said in the Q,uran: 'Did ye suppose that ye vl ill enter the 

_ .. Paradise, but when trials, similar unto those suffered by men 



before you, come upon you, you were overcome wj:th grief and 

aff'lictions?' Man cannot find intoxication without drinking 

from his cup. Man cannot take part in the hilarity of those 

drunk from the wine of the love of God without quaffing the 

cup of calamity. The roore you beat the iron, the sharper it 

becomes; the longer you subjeot gold to red-hot fire, the 

purer and clearer it becomes. 
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"Even among the people of the world, and even in worldly 

pursuits, trials and tests paly a similar part. The more a man 

endures hardship in a matter and the more trials one meets in 

l earning a handicraft, the more experienced and skillful he be

comes therein. But a man who spends his days in quiet and ease 

never attains a high degree .mn any matter. Once a great general 

told us the following story: tWhi~e still a novice and a youth 

i nexperienoed in the art· of · war, I led an army corps to bat t l e 

in company with other young officers. As soon as we encountered 

the enemy who gave us battle, we became wholly con~used, and 

knowing of naught else, we turned our bacle to the battle and set 

to flight. While running for our lives, we were met by some 

veteran soldiers, who bore the scars of many wars. They asked, 

"0 ye our officersl Where are you fleeing? Ye are our generals 

and leaders, Return and command us to pepel the enemy and we 

will obey you, and the day will end in our favor,,, We were en

couraged, returned, led our troops and won the battle.' Now you 

see how tried and experienced soldiers could st~eg&mmen and in

s pire their generals with courage. This is the worth of tests 

.and trials, and the benefit of hardships and sufferingS Trials 
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and teibulations cause a true believer to ascend unto high stations. 

One must therefore, know their value and wish for whatever suffer-

ing may befall us in the path of God. His Holiness the Supreme 

(The Bab) has said in one of His supplications: 'Were it not to 

suffer calamities in the path of Love (9) I would never haveaccept-

(Q) Addressing Himself to Him whom God shall l\!Ianifest. 

ed to be born in to this world. t This is the 'worth of trials in the 

path of GodL" 

One evening 'Abdu'l-Baha Was in the little garden outs i de the 

house. A number of us pilgrims were present. Calling attention to 

trees and flowers he had planted, He said in part: "This was a 

place of dirt and refuse and loathsome to look upon. During t he 

days when .Akka was in oonfusion (¢) and the whirl-wind of tes ts Vlas 

(¢) Referrine; to the troubles of the previous year. 
~~-----------------------------------------------------~-----------

violent, a.nd a rumor peJrsisted that they vlere about to banish us to 

a remote place, we were engaged in planting these trees and flowers, 

and laying out this garden. Novi this has beoome such a delightful 

pl s.ce. How surprising indeed is the assertion made b y some people 

tha t existence needs no trainert Were it not for the direct re sult 

of care and training, this place 'would have ever remained a heap of' 

dirt and refuse. It 'I'hen He walked toward the house, followed b y us all. 

In the si tting-room down~tairs, He resumed the above oonversa tion 

to i.: the following effeot: "While numerous obstacles were pending 

from all directions and " grea t valami ties surrounded us, Vi e to ok up 
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th e butl ding of th e Bab' s Holy Tomb oh t-At. Carmel. Ifi e al so at tend

ed to the much needed repairing of other places. The Sacred House 

of the Holy Bab at Shiraz needed much repairing; and yet the people 

VH'2re so violently aroused against the Oause in the Oi ty and made so 

much trouble, that the believers could not even pass through the 

street in whicll the House is situated,- how rn.ucg less to be allowed 

to work at it. The popw.ace revolted against the Baha'is to such 

an extent, that even the Governor was made incapable of checking 

them. He finally said that nothing could be done, and that the 

Balla'is should quit the city in order to save themselves. Such \vas 

the news we received at the time from Shiraz. But we notified them 

not to mind the words at all, but to engage in repairing the Saored 

House immediately. We wrote them: 'Go and build, and let them 

come and destroy: it directly, 1 .' 

"To be brief: They began to work in repairing the House, and 

by God's providence no one interrupted them, nor said a Viord against 

the undertaking, whereas the believers had at first thought that 

naturally no sooner they laid down one brick than the people would 

remove it. Thus all suoh repairing was oompleted. Morever during 

those days ott confusion and exoitement at Akka, we ordered the 

marriage of certain Baha'i couples in the City, and spread feasts 

of rejo1cing. .All concerned Shed tears and wept, saying, 'Eorl is 

not the time for a wedding.' But we insisted that it was essential 

for such weddings to be celebrated during times of confusion and 

trouble. Indeed God worked great wonders, and showed mighty munifi

cense. For the times were very hard. What a colossal wave it wasl 

·, .. ,and what an astounding storm ragedl God does His work of protect-
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ing when it is most ' needed. Suoh events are all the means by which 

God exeoutes His plans. Sometimes a stupendous, unforeseen cafuamity 

results from the means intended for peace and quiet; and sometimes 

oalamity leads to tranquility and rest, confusion precedes composure, 

and a destruotion results in rebuilding. 

"When Aqa Ali Akb~~ w~s on his way to embark from Haifa, the 

Governor ordered his effects to be brought back and himself prevent-

ed from leavings This was inde,ed very strange. The Governor then 
the 

had his effe'ts minutely examiBed, and only 'objeotionable thing' 
1\ 

they oould tind was a page bearing, tYa Baha-ul .. .A.bhal' They took 

this away, as if he should not be allowed to possess suoh an article1 

The Consul protested to the Governor for such treatment of foreign 

subjects, stating the Baha'is to be Persian subjects and entitled 

to equallY good treatment with other foreigners. The Governor answer

ed that the Baha'is were not to be olassed with other foreign; subjects; 

that they were hated by the Persian Government and it was not advisable 

for him, the Consul, to make a plea for their f~vor. 

"But see God's powerl Some time after, this very Governor 1'ell 

into a strange plight and was round in a helpless position; but over

looking his behavior tow~rdsthe Baha'iS, I treated him with kindness 

during his troubles. I euen made him the present of an Aba (robe). 

I showed him sO muoh affection that he began to doubt my having the 

least knowledge of his ill-treatment of the Baha'is during the days 

of' his aut~ori ty. , He imagined himself to have used such diplomacy 

by which his aots of sedition against us had remained unknown to us. 

For how could he, other-wise, think it possible that we would treat 

him as a friend and show him kindness in the days of his trials? 
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"To be brief'; When he was for personal reasons arrested and 

imprisoned by the order of' the goverrunent, and no one dared asso

ciate with him, I expressed sympathy for him by sending him 'word 

that I would have even oalled on himiin person had I not thought 

it probable that, at this junoture, this might give his enemies 

i'urther oooasion to do him harm, In truth nothing is sweeter in 

man's taste than to do good toward those who have done him ill. 

For, whenever one remembers such kindness to one~s enemies, one 

feels highly rejoioed. In short, I showed kindness to each one 

of the officials who, during those days of trouble, hU.d ill-treated 

the friends. They found my kindness to them so unexpected that 

they imagined me ignorant of their former deeds. And I never di8-

played the slightest sign of my knowledge thereof, lest they;,might 

be oonfused and feel ashamed. 

"Were men endowed with a sense of justice, when they realize 

that even during such times of great troubles and with so many 

obstaoles against i ti;l ne.vertheless the Cause of God continued in 

steady progress,- they would aoknowledge this Truth. Praise be to 

God, in the very midst of great persecution and trOUbles, the Cause 

of God was in progress in .Persia. But I did not mention this lest 

it might oreate an uproar' Thus it is clear that had this not been 

the Cause of Truth, such events and obstacles would have already 

extinguished it. But, as this is the Cause of God, it grows in 

spite of obstacles, and torrents of opposition but intensify its 

fire. But if they had exiled us to a remote place, this would 

have created a greater fire .of enthusiasm, and the Cause would 

have made sudden and greater progress progress everYV/here 1" 

. ,:.' 
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-----.-~----------~ 

Concerning the necessity of a holy life for every Baha'i, 

'l\.bdu'l-Baha said in part: "Today the world's gaze is e:xrtended to 

the lives of the Baha'is: when they find a believer committing an 

evil deed, they may imagine such to be the deed of all the Baha'is 

or permitted by the Founder of the Cause. Thus they may judge the 

whole community by the misdeeds of one of its members. He whose 

deeds do not accord with his words is not a true Baha'i. ~hat is, 

a non~Baha'i who leads a good life does less harm to the Cause 

than a Baha'i whose life is not r~ghteous.T1 

mn condem1ng drinking, He said in part: "Man should be in

toxicated with the wine of IUlowledge and drink from the Chalice of 

Wisdom. For this joy and exhilaration continues to Eternity. Man 

should be intoxicated by gaining increased intelligence, not by 

that which quenohes reason and decreases consciousness." 

~---~~~---.--~---~-

In celebrating the Feast Day of the Bab's Declaration 1 a 

Banquet was spread at which all the Baha'Lpilgrims and Baha'i 

residents of Akka were pres~nt. In the morning 'Abdutl-Baha took 

tea with the believers, and the, Tablet of the Feast, revealed by 

Baha'u 1 llah, was chanted. 'Abdu'l-Baha had a copy of this Tablet 

given to me to translate to be sent to the West. '1'his I did with 

":.;.: 

great joy. While attsa lAbdu t l-Baha spoke words the gist of which 

is the following: 

"These Baha' i FeastsJ~.re celebrated 1n the East according to 

the lunar calendar. We also oelebrate them here in accord with the 

lunar ,;reckoning. For this was the custom during the days of the 

'ri},: ;r- -7 
t,' :' 

v' 
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then at its purest. 

"The beloved of God must therefore oonsider this Day highly 

blessed, and glorify and praise it greatly. They must bring this 

Day to a olose with the utmost joy and happiness ~nd gather to

gether in the spirit of infinite love and affection. If a sad feel-

ing should have existed between two individuals, it should be cast 

away with the dawn of this Day: Great joy and happiness must be 

the common bond of all who come together at this feast. By chance 

my birth has also taken place on this Day. But all must celebrate 

this Day as the Anniversary Of the Bab's Declaration. .wd because 
not 

my birth also happened on this day, they must A consider it of i m-

portance. Let the Declaration of the Bab be the significance of 

this Day, and not my birth. In _~erioro\the believers have celebrat

e.d this as my birthday; but this Day is the beginning of the VOlve, 

the beginning of the spirit, the beginning of the Effulgence (of 

the Manifestations of Bahatu'llah). It must be oelebrated out of 

regard for these facts, and for the dawn of Unity Which has taken 

place on this day, and because the Blessed Perfection has celebrat-

ed it end has revealed many Tablets in its commemoration. The be

lievers must commemorate this Day with all joy und gladness. To 

celebrate this for other purposes is against the Law of God. No 

feast days can be set aside or created except Feasts whioh concern 

the Blessed Beauty and Mis Highness the Supreme (the Bab).1l Then 

turning to all of us present at table, He said with great emphaSis 

and earnestness: "Do you understand what I am. saying? For if con

trary to this be acted upon, it would become like unto the numerous 

;t'~asts and holidays of oertain sects which, out of the three hwudred 
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and sixty-five days of the year, have some hundred and eighty 

feast days. To sum up, The purpose is that this day is the 

anniversary of the Bab's Deolaration, and it must be celebrated 

as such. Not only my birth, but the birth of hundreds of thous

ands of people has coincided with this Day. So, thlS mere cmin

cidence must not be used for oelebrating a feast for my birth." 

One evening while I was in the Holy Presence with other 

pilgrims, 'Abdu'l-Baha said in part: "Certain officials in the 

Oity ha.ve requested me to write a petition for them to use before 

the higher authorities to bring about my release from incarcera

tion. I have answered, 'God forbid that I write such a thing l 

This is far from being ray wont t • tt He then continued: If This im

prisonment is a rest for me. There is no hardship in it. God 

willing, by the Graoe of the Blessed Perfection, I must suffer 

great hardships andperseoutions." Then He quoted a verse from 

Bah'u'llah's great poem (entitled Warkai-yeh) in which Baha'u' l lah 

says: "The sign of irons is still manifest on my neck; the scar 

of fetters is still visible on my limbs." Then He added, "While 

Baha'u'llah has suffered suoh persecutions, God forbi that we 

seek anything but suffering, hardships and pains." Referring to 

what He called tithe rest- oocasioned by His imprisonment, and to 

the many responsibilities that afflicted Him before being con

fined within the walls of Akka, He said: "When we were in Haifa, 

we suffered great troubles. That is, oompulsory responsibilities, 

such as those of intercourse with outsiders, occupied our time 

considerably. But now I am at rest, and my outside occupations 
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are not even one-half what they were then. How can I call this a 

prison? Here are roses, trees, plants, the sea view. Morever, it 

behooves man to endure hardships. For hardships train man for 

higher efficiency. Ease and ple~sure are becoming to the basest 

of the multitude. No one who has the least particle of Faith in 

God seeks the least degree of ease and indolence. Were ease and 

pleasure and freedom from hardships to be considered the highest 

result of human life, no man could equal in this the oattle. For 

even when a man beoomes the master of great wealth and attains the 

loftiest honor in the world, a mere oow grazing on the hill-side 

will by far surpass h1m in ease and contentment. For the cow en-

joys the whole pasture as her sale property, wh~le a man of wealth 

wrestles with obstacles and hardships and his labors benefit others. 

For a little bird perched upon the loftiest branch of a tree on a 

hill-top commands a view and occupies a height that Kings might 

envy. He has no troubles or trials. But such freedom and lofti-

ness are of no con~equenQe; while a man who endures trials, and 

sacrifices ease and comfort to great achievements, is endowed with 

true independence. If 

departing 
In bidding tarewell to a party of/\pilgrims He said: "Though 

I had not time to answer all the letters you brought from your 

Cities, you are the true letters that I send unto them as answer. 

For there are two kinds of letters: Written and creative. Cre a tive 

l etters are the beloved of God, for they are the manifest book in 

which the mysteries of creation are read. Thon who act in accord 

with the Exhortations of the Blessed Perfection are as eloquent books 
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which no reading can ever exhaust. tt 

~---~------~--~----

tlBaha' u t llah has said that whoever has an art or hanr:U.oraf't, 
to endeavor 

it is incumbent upon hiillAto develop it to the point of perfection--

eVen though that art be as hWJ.ble as that of weaving str'aw matting. 

For it is said by His Holiness the Bab that the degree of Perfection 

reached by a thing is its Paradise. That is, when a thing is develop

ed to the highest point possible for it, it has reached its paradise; 

while its failure is its hell." 

On Friday, July 8, 1908, in the evening, 'Abdu'l-Baha was 

seated in the reception room downstairs, surrounded by believer's. 

He sent for me and gave me a letter to translate. When we v,'ere 

all seated, He spoke concerning the necessity of oontinuing 1'irm, 

end steadfast in the Cause of God under all circumstances. He 

said in part: 'The believers must not be influenced by the C011-

ditions in Akka, be Akka in a state of calm or confusion. No 

matter What happens in Akka, the believers in every oountry must 

look upon the Cause of God which is increasingly Calm and J.ilighty--

eYen if Akka is in turmoil. Last year when Akka was disturbed, 

the believers became agitated everywhere, The only place where 

the believers kept their pOise was Tihran, where they attended to 

teaching the Truth an! to their duties in the Cause as usual. Mcka 

is t~e Most Great Prison of the Blessed Perfection; it is therefore 

bound to experience sudden changes and various conditions,- to be 

calm and cheering for a time, then to be in trouble, now to be in 

peaoe and quiet and again fall into turmoil and agitation. :gut 
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the Beloved of' God must look to the Cause of God which is unchang';' 

ing in its general aspect; that is, they must be in great enthusi

asm and devotion, and act it accord with the Laws and Exhortations 

of' Baha 'u 'llah. 
IC----- --... ~.-;,. 

"The main purpose is that all should be attached wholly to 

the Cause of God. They should not suppose that the greatnes s of 

number is neoessary to aooomplish the Mission of the cause. Na~, 

I swear by God, than whom there is no other God, that if five 

persons arise and act wholly and literally in accord with the l aws 

and commandments of the Blessed Perfection, they would equal five 

milllion souls in effioienoy., 'rhas, the believers must adorn them-

sel'fes with good deeds and pure actions, and obey the Law,tt Then 

pointing to the lamp in the room, He said: "This lamp is ef f ic i

ent through its light, so the light of men is t heir deeds. To be 

brief: Whatever may happen, in luck a , the believers throughout the 

world must not become lax in their duties; nay, they must serve 

the Cause which is of the utmost importanoe. When His Holiness 

the Spirit (Christ) was martyred, the only one who was not dis

turbed at all was Mary Magdalene. For the rest of the disciples 

were oonfused and discouraged. When Mary became a believer, and 

fell upon the feet of ~hrist, although she was a villager of no 

good repute, Christ did not withhold His feet from her. This 

caused many of His followers, as well as many among the Jews, to 

turn away from Him. But Christ heeded them not, and said to Mary : 

t } •• rise, thy sins are forgiven. f Then Mary arose and repented; and 

f rom that time on devoted herself to t h e service of the Cause . 

Mary .. had a friend among the Roman offioers (who at that time were 
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liiasters of the Holy La.llds). He was the one who protected her' from 

enemdes after the death of Christ. vVhen she had brought the disoiples 

together and confirmed them in the service and inspired them with 

courage after the Cruoifixion, she herself went to Rome into the 

presence of the Emperor. How marvellous indeed were the words she 

spoke to himl She said to the Emperor: 'I have come in behalf' of the 

Christians to bring to your notice the faot that Herod and Pilate 

martyred the Christ at the instigation of the Jews. But now they 

have both repented of their deed. For they were Roman Governors and. 

to them Jews and Christians made no differenoe. For, indeed it was 

not the Romans, but the Jews who were the chief antagonists of Christ. 

Now that they have realized the wrong they have done mId have repent

ed; they are engaged in punishing and suppressing the Jews for insti

gating them to oommit this act. But I have come to appeal to the 

Emperor to prevent Herod and Pilate from punishing the Jews. For 

neither Christ nor we Christians are pleased that the Romans punish 

the Jews beoause of their condemnation of Christ I t The ]ga.peror was 

greatly impressed by. these words, and he praised Mary highly. rr'his 

was why in those days the Christians did not suffer persecutions in 

tilOse lands, and engaged in spreading the Gospel. 

"Later the Roman officer who protected Mary asked her to marry 

him. She answered that, as a follower of Christ, she would not marry 

him unless he believed in Christ also. Thus he was converted and 

then joined to Mary according to the oeremonies of a Christian 

marriage. By relating this, it vms meant to illustrate the steadfast

ness am! firmness which was manifested by Mary after Christ's Oruci

fixion. Now the beloved of God must live up to their own duties and 
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serve the Cause, and they must continue firm and steadfast no 

matter what may happen in .Akka. They must gaze toward the horizon 

of the Cause and obey the Laws of Baha'u'llah. 1t 

-~-----~-----------

One evening :.~Abdu 'I-Balla said that "both Peter and Paul suf-

fered martyrdom with all steadfa.stness ?y the order of rJero. If He 

said, "This is a clear and indisputable fact." This statement 

proved of great benefit to me; for I had not yet seen any text in 

the revealed words of this Manifestation in regard to the rnartyr-

dom of St. Paul. 

Concerning sufferings and hardships, 'Abdu' I-Baha said: "Men 

are trained and developed through these; that is, through poverty, 

viCissitudes and want. Otherwise, God would have ordered tha t His 

friends and Saints become endowed with great weal th and every 1(1.8. ter-

i al means. All must beg of' God for real severance and detachment 

from the world. For this is of' the utmost importance. Tl 

~~~----~---~-------

One evening 'Abdu'l-Baha addressed the pil~rirus in part: 

"'l'hose who first arose to persecute us and plotted against us are 

no':; seeking a means !Bor reconciliation. We have no quarrel wi t il 

anyone, nor have ever had any. Praise be to God, the Blessed 

I) eri'ection made us free and blessed us with pea ce. He forbade us 
K-~ 

all strife and conflict and commanded us to show love and kindness 

to all the world. Strife is to be shunned as the worst of things, 

1'01" it diminishes msn's spiritual powers and ruins th e soul; c.nd it 

ke ep'.§.:.one subjected to constant torture. Tf 
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We spoke of the Feasts and how the food served was deli c i ous. 

f-,:\.bdutl-Baha said in part: uA food. that is prepared in love and 

partaken of in love gives one great delight. liay, 'whatever is done 

with love imparts great delight. When we were in Baghdad, th ere 

was a poor man living in the desert who used to earn a scanty lining 

by ~igging up thorns and selling them in the oity. Be was a very 

devoted believer. Often he had in'Tli ted me to take a meal Vi i th hira 

at his house. Finally we agreed to go with some of the believeI's. 

3 e lived about twenty miles away from Baghdad. The day was hot and 

Vie w~lked the whole distenoe until we reached his dwelling. It was 

a very small humble hlil.t made with reeds put together in a tric:mgul ar 

shape with a small entrance to it. He W8.S alone with his wife -- a 

very old 'woman -- looated in a lonely desert. He asked us to en tel' 

the hut. We found it so narrow and the heatl,there was so exoessive 

th a t all deoided to lea'Tle the hut for the open; but having no shelter 

from the darting rays of the hot sun, we vvere 0.11 obliged to r een t e r 

i'~ and make the best of the shelter. Then the man dug a littl e hole 

in the ground and set fire to a few thorn bushes. Having made the 

fire, he threw upon it some lumps of dough which he made before us 

with no yeast to ,raise it. This was his bread whioh he threw upon 

the fire to balee b y oovering it with ashes1 After a fevi minutes 

he took the lumps out of the fire. The outside was burnt while the 

inside Vias plain dough. Th.en he brought some dates and served us 

with the bread. Because he was a true beliefer and had a great love, 

that plain coarse food tasted so delicious that we all enjoyed it. 

He h a d grea. t 1'8.i tu and our presence filled him wi th 'joy. 'l'he food 

in · that humble hut gave suah a good taste that I 06JI\,still relish 
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it in memory. 

"To be brief: The world is full of delicious foods CI.nd rich 

meats. But that which is taken in love and served through love gives 

the most delicious taste. We spent the night Vii ttl him, [md next mOl'n .... 

ing we returned to the city. He was very happy to entertain us and 

we were delighted to visit him, for he had a great love." 

'Abdu'l-Baha spoke of the troubles in ~U{ka in the preceding 

Year, and how Ba.l1a 'u' llah protected him and the believers against 

the terrible seditions of their enemies. He said in part: tl Our 

shelter is strong; our proteotor is a Mighty One. He protected us 

l~st year when the enemies made such false representations which 

m:Lgh t have rest4 ted in our destruction. They accused us before 

the government of such deeds which if anyone had commi tted he 

should deserve to ;~be condemmad to death. For instance, they assert

ed that we had founded a new dynasty and established a new relig ion. 

The enemies even made a banner on which they displayed the Holy 

Words 'Ya-Baha.l.u1-Abhal', and sent it to ~he Porte, saying that we 

had hoisted that banner and carried it through the city ruaong the 

tribes of the Arabs and incited the Arabs to rally around us to 

raise a revchlt. They 'even said the Arabs had responded to our su.m.

mons, had all become Baha t is and were ready for action against the 

government' They even sent the absurd report that we had cre&ted a 

new Mecca, i.e., the Holy Tomb of Baha'u'llah, and a new Hedina, i1e., 

the Tomb of the Bab on Mt. Oarmel' They had represented us as men of 

revolt and sedition and as enemies of law and order; while it is known 

c}.early throughout the world that we se ek for peace and unity. V.1jile 
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Baha'u'llab. has commanded us to love all mankind and 'Work for uni-

versal peaoe, and has forbidden us corruption and sedition, how can 

we ever have oo~uitted such evil deeds? I take refuge in God from 

such false accusations' We wish for the good of' allo The Blessed 

Perfection has forbidden all to bear rancor, hatred or enmity tow2,!'ds 

anyone. He has purged our hearts from animosity and hatred. He has 

blessed us with love tovmrd all men. II ••• Then in a gentle tone of 

voice, addressing Hi~self' to Baha'u'llah, He chanted a few lines of 

poetry, the trl;l.uslation of one or two of which is the following : 

"0 Lord 1 Let friendship exist betv1een Thee and me. I have 

no fear if the whole world is my foe. Let the whole earth abandon 

me, if Thou abide vvith me as my Proteotor." etc. • •• 

On Friday, JWle 29~ 1906, in the evening, 'Abdu'l-Baha ad

dressed us (the pilgrims) in the following words. POinting to the 

stars in the Heavens, He said in part: 

"Were the whole world to act together in order to prevent 

these stars from giving light--ver ilY they will fail to do so. FOw, 

see how unwise are the enemies of the Cause--who are endeavoring to 

resist this Truth and quench this Light. How senseless are they1 

They do not see the Power of Baha'u'llah who proves the Truth of 

Christ to unbelievers after nineteen centuries, the Truth of IsI Ml 

after thirteen centuries and the Truth of Abraham. after four thous -

and yearsl They do not realize the Bounty of this Hanifestation in 

that it upholds the Truth of all the Religions and unifies mankind 

upon the basis of faith in one God. 'When Sultan Il'luhammad II be

._sieged Constantinople and was bombarding the walls of the city to 
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enter it with his triumphant army, one of the Ministers of state rush-

ed to the residence of the Christian Patriarch to report the critical 

condition ana ask for advice. He found the Patriarch calmly seat ed 

at his desk engaged in wri ting, The LIinister as ked: -What i s your 

:Blninence writing,?' 'A book pis proving the mission of Muham..mad, tf 

answered the Patriarch. The Minister rejoined with great emotion: 

'Now is not the t~e to write against a Prophet, the army of who se 

followers has already entered the oity, and will in a little while 

control everyth ing.' 

YToday the opposers of this Cause show the same heedles snes s . 

"(;,[hile the Cause if sprea.ding with the swiftness ad lightning, and 

its great light is blessing nations, its enemies attempt to res ist 

its strength and prevent its beneficent effects. When Christ was 

c :::ucified He left only eteven Disciples, and yet see how Christian-

ity encompassed the worldl Bahafu'llah at the time of His Departure 

had fom one to two hundred thousand followers. While they have al-

ready filled the world with His light, see how marvellous will be 

1 ts effects in the future' When we \-vere exiled to Constantinople 

from Baghdad, the Persian .Ambassador at the former city did h1s best 

to bring~bout our total destruction. Sup posing he had succeded in 

destroying us,- could .he destroy the Cause of God? They said they 

would wholly annihilate the Cause by destroying the Bab. Could t hey 

do so? No, the very martyrdom of the Bab strengthened His Cause a 

t housand-fold. Now some people imagine the Cause of God depends up

on my existence; and that by destroying me they cauls destroy the 

Cause I Verily, this is far from reality. Nay, when I go, the 

C~use will make great progress after me. Remember this, Ye can 
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In bidIding farewell to some departing pilgrims, f Ab du' I-Baha 

said in part: "Ye came and visited the Holy Place and associated 

with the Beloved of God. It is hoped ye will carry with you the 

effect and result of this contact as a present to your countrymen. 

The result of this association is good deeds, the glad tidings of 

the Love af God, devotion, enthusiasm, love towards mankind, rec

titude, honesty, harmony, gentleness ~Dd benevolence. Do not look 

to the world, their deeds wld words, their emaity or unkindness. 

Look to the Blessed Perfection, and show love to all men foX' His sake. 

"If a man does you harm with his tongue or his hands, be not 

grieved; but smile and be rejoiced, and treat hir[t in turn with ut-

most love and sincerity. If in your hearing anyone reviles and ex-

ecrates you, heed him. not. S~y unto him that you are commanded by 

the Blessed Perfection to wish good to those who hate you, to love 

those who wish you m:v.II, to cons ider the stranger [;.s a friend, and 

to have your gaze purified and sanctified i'rom all that men do and 

extended toward God whose Bounty comprehends all. Say, ye are COnl-

manded to speak not a single word of evil against anyone nOI' 

against the Goverruuent. 

'tIn reality, Shah Mozaff'ar is very gentle in his action and 

it is not indeed ,possible for him to show you more consideration 

than he does. BeSides, God has now brought it about that the ad-

ministration of affairs ' bein the hands of both the Government and 

the people. (Q) To be brief: God willing, ye Dw111 be assisted 

-------------------------------------------------------------------
(-.) This refers to the new Constitutional Hegime in Persia. 
-----~---~--~-------------~--~-----~-------------------------------
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by the Confirmations of the Blessed Perfection and will be favored 

by His Protection and will a.ttain to His Good Pleasure. If e to. • .. 

~-~---~---------------

Florence Khanum asked tAbdu'l-Boha concerning the training of 

children. She asked: "Should parents train their ohildren ac cording 

to their own wish and judgment, or should the children be trained 

along lines for which they show a natural ability?ft 

'Abdu'l-Baha answered: UParents must find out as to that call

ing or profession for the acquisition of which their children show 

the most aptitude and ns. tUl'al des ire, -and then they must train them 

in the same, by engaging their attention in that direction. For a 

child will sooner or later make ' manifest his natural abilities and 

gifts. To train his natural abilities in a manner different from 

this is not right. For it has often been found that certain parents 

foreed their child to study a certain line desired by them for which, 

however, the child had no natural aptitude. Thus the child lavished 

years of his life in that l1ne, with no progress whatevero This 

shows that the ohild's abiib1ties were adapted to some other line of 

study. 

Then it was asked as to the early training of small children, 

as for instance it it were allowable to punish children? 'Abdu'l-Eaha 

answered: "If by punishing is meant striking, No, this is very bad 

for the ohild. Children shOUld be trained through love. But if 

parents show them the utmost love without requiI'ing of them good be

havior, and thus make them feel that in any case the parents will 

treat them with love, such a feeling will lead the child to rebellion 

and·- disobedienoe. For he. will see that, Whether he behave well or 
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ill, the parents will love him. A child must be so treated t hat 

even though he is convinoed of the parents' great love towards 

him, he may still be more convinced that the parents have a great

er love tor latty hwnan qual1ti$~ and perfeotions. That is, they 

love the ch11d because at the virtues of fa1thfulness, godliness, 

truthfulness and devotion whioh he should show forth in order to 

just1fy their love for him. Vilien the child see that the parents 

love him more for his good qualities than purely for his own self, 

then he will endeavor. to obey his parents by oharacter1zing himself 

with noble qualities. For he will know that by this means, his 

parents' love for him will inorease, and that to neglect this, he 

shall forfeit thier greater love and affection. If this oourse 

in training the child be overlooked, he will be raised discourteous, 

disobedient and untrained, · .These Arabs do not give their ohildren 

good training. For!llWhen their children show no regard for good 

human qualities and pE;:rsist in d1sobedience, not only the parents 

fail to reprimand or oorrect . themhut they will even feel dmspleased 

or resent 1t if other people speak of their ohildren's unenviable 

qualities, Thus the Arab oh11dren grow up disobedient and untrained. 

To be brief., parents should so oonduot themselves that the ohild 

shall know that they love good charaoter and noble qualities in him 

more than they love the ohild himself. 

"But by no manner of means should the child be beaten. :B'or if 

by beating, 1t .1s mea.t to oorreot and threaten the ohild no fea.r is 

greater to the child than the feeling that he will off end the parents 

and forfeit the1r love through disobedienoe and evil conduct. This .·,. 

feeling/should be developed in ohildren." 

;', 
" ".;,,' 

...... <: . ,.', <: :', i >-
. ";,(', 
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It was asked, "How should little children, such as ours (then one 

year old), be treated in order to be trained'i" 'Abdu'l-Baha said: 

"Children are of two kinds; Those capable of d±s:bi:ngul.alilmgg and 

those inoapable of distinguish1ng (right and wrong). Now, this 

child is too young to have the power of distinguishing and his 

sense or feeling has not yet ' developed. He should therefore be 
T 

allowed to remain as he 1s until he grows older and develops ca~a-

cility and adaptability to training. 

"1m tr~ining ohildren, it is essential that the parents uever 

speak to them anything but the truth, and never try to oheat or 

a.ppease the ohild through untrue words or promises. ]!'or instance) 

when the parents wish to go to the garden and prefer that the child 

remain at home" they should not try to oheat him by saying that 

they are not going to the ~arden but to the bath or to any other 

place not loved by Uim. 'No, 1s it is not advisable that they tah;:e 

the uhild with them, they should tell the ohild the truth that they 

are going to the garden but that, because of t h isr or Q,ther justifi

agle reason, it is not allowable for him to accompany them, For if 

the parents atart for the garden, and tell the child tha t they are 

bound for another pl,ace,;" then when they return home and mf'y have by 

chance a rose or a flower in their hand, the child noting it will de

tect their falsehood and thus learn to disbelieve them, 

"Likewise, a ohild should not be frightened into good behavior 

by the mention of a walt (or any improbable object), for when he once 

noticed that the wolf did not come, he would know that the parents 

did not tell the truth, -This will make him discredit their words, 

will diminish his respect for them, and finally will l ead t o his ill
J------
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training and bad behavior. To sum up, parents must so behave be

f ore their chmldren that they may be nobel exmuples to them in 

words and deeds." 

.. --"!----~--- .. -.. ---.... -
In answer to the message whioh I brought from a believer, 

'Abdu'l-Baha diotated the words whic·h I translate as follows: 

"Inquire after Miss Farmer's health on my behalf and oonvey 

to her my greeting and say: "Many ideas are conveived by the human 

mind, some of whioh are based on the truth and others on untruth. 

Each one of those ideas whioh is refl ected from the li~h t of truth 

becomes realized and at~ains a tangible existence; whel'eas i dead not 

based on truth, which haunt the hu..t)).an mind, come and go, producing 

no tang1ble result, like unto waves on the sea of imagination. Such 

ideas are never realized 1n the world of existence • 

"'S1milarly, numerous assemblages and gatherings have been 

organised during past ages and early periods, all of which however 

produced no result or fruit. Only such assemblages which render un

mixed service to the Light of Truth fmQurished and conferred great 

results upon the world. 

"'For instance, consider how thousands of gatherings religious, 

political and literary, were organized during the :?ast ages in India, 

Persia, Ifmrk1stan, the lands 01' China, dlnd in short, thllmughop all 

Asia. None of thesagatherings produced any result, except the 

little gatheringli of the Apostles upon the Mount, fifty days after 

the Crucifixion of Christ. All that transpired in ~hristianity 

through the diffusion of the pure Fnjgnance of Christ and the promo

tion ..Q.f .. _-H1s Gospel iIi uplifting humanity and tra.ining and guiding the 
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souls in the pursuit of a noble life--are traceable to the effeots 

of that early reunion of the Disoiples. Nay, the results of that 

gathering have continued even to the present day. 

"'Similarly it in this day praiseworthy results and everlast

ing effects are sought a:ft~l'. it is necessary that Green Acre shall 

be made a gathering place for the Word of God and an assemblage for 

heaven-aspiring spiritual souls. 

"'The fossilized, two-thousand-years-old superstitutions of 

heedless and ignorant multitudes of Asia or Europe should not be 

spread in that gathering-plaoe. OtherWise, it must be known for a 
s6 

certainty that that Assemblage will produce no result wha\eVer. Nay, 

it will before long be abandoned and forgotten, even as did the above-

mentioned assemblages Of the past. 

'ttl beg of God that that esteemed maid-servant of God may be

come the cause of spreading the Word of God, so that the Light of 

Truth may shine forth and the world be illumined. When you consider 

attentively, you will realize . that what has been said here is but the 

truth, while all else beside this is pure imagination and superstition, 

which is vanishing andunenduring. 

'''A tree must possess roots, in order that it may bear fruit. 

The trees 01' the forests of Asia have imparted no fruit for thousands 

of years. But the Blessed Trees of the Divine Manifestations have 

each so flourished and developed that they have fed and trained the 

whole world with fruit and· yields. Upon theee be greeting and praiseS'" 

(Sig .• ) ',Abdu'l-Baha Abbas. 
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The following Six Tablets revealed in my name are trans lated 

here for the benefit of readers as they contain highly instructive 

paints. These are translated in full or in extracts: 

He Is God' 

o thou intimate companion of 'Abdu'l-Bahal 

I pursued your letter to His Honor Manshad1 and noted i .ts con-

tents. You have written ooncerning the statements of oertain Hindus. 

Exalted is GodS (Q) What speeoh is that and what an idea and suppo-
__ ~ _________ ~_~~~~~~ ______ ~ __ ~ __ ~~~ ________ N_~ _______ ~~ __ ~ ___ ~ _____ _ 

(~) Used as a note of exclamation. 
--~--------~------~--------~--------------~"------~-~~--~----------~ 

sition whose error is obviousl In the world of humanity, certain 

personages appeared who becara.e the trainers of the world, shone 

forth like unto the sun, were adorJied by the people of &lh:t religions, 

became recip·1ents of Div1ne ,Revelations and dawning places of the 

light of Truth. Consider, therefore, the human temple, and see to 

what heights of loftiness and exaltation it has reached' 

On the other handt ,many exist as human beings who are adorers 

and worshippers of stone and clay, that is, the mineral, which is 

the lowest of beings. Consider how base and low are they when their 

object of worship is the basest of things, such as stone, olay and 

mineral 1 

How then can one compare the two above classes of human beings 

with eaoh other? No, b, God, this were a great oalamityl The out

ward is the expression of the inward. In the different speoies and 

olasses of beings, none that progresses o~n reaoh the station of a 

higher be1ng,For ~nstanoe, no matter how much the mtbneral may pro-
.---' 

" . :<. - ," . ' 
. ;. ", 

. ,',', :. " 

.: . "1, , ' 
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gress, it will not attain the virtue of growth in its mineral 

world. Likewise the vegetable, no matter how much it may progress 

and develop in the vegetable world, it will never attain sense-per

ception. Similarly the animal, no matter how much training it may 
" 

reveive or make progress, it oan not attain the rational faculty. 

It has thus become evident that the beings have, each of the~. 

a partioular station, and that each progresses in its OVln station. 

Similarly, human beings have each an innate station, and each pro-

gresses in its own station and grade. A witless person, no matter 

how intense a disoipline he endures and how abundant an exertion it 

may make to become a new oreation, he never can attain the station 

of the Dawning-places of Revelation and Day-springs of Inspira tion. 

The"'J:ree of Za.kus" (OO) will not become a lofty palm tree, and the 

-------------~--~~---~----~--~---~---~--~~---~~-~-----~--------~---(oe) Koran--a tree of bitterest fruit. 
----~---------~--~-~-~----------~------~--~------~-----~-------~---

fell oolocynth (i.e~, · bi tter-apple' will never bear a sweet fruit. 

vlliat imagination is this? What a strange superstition and supposi-

tion is thisl How astonishing that people listen to such supersti

tionl 

To be brief: 0, J'enanbi Khan, let us refer to that which con

cerns ourselves. These days (Q) ti great dnager seems inuninent, You 

(~) Referring to the great troubles of those times in J~ka. 
-------~--------------~---------------------~-------------~--------

and the beloved of God must be in such a. state that no matter what 

may happen, even if this Holy Land fall wholly into confusion, or 

.. " even if greater troubles come up, you should by no means become lax 

a~ fa~l (in your duties). Nay, (in that case) you should wholly for-
~-

. ',' I .. ·· 1 
· 1 
i 
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get yourselves and abandoning rest and ease, make yourselves ex

tremely humble and evanescent in the Cause of God, and you should 

raise your voice and cal~ out and ~pread the Fragranoes of Holiness. 

Convey Most Wonderful, Abha greeting to the maid-servant of 

God, Florence Khanum, and kiss the cheeks of Rahim-Kuli Khan. 

(Sig. ) ~Abdu'l-Baha Abbas. 

II 

He Is Godl 

"Praise be to God, it has been repeatedly proven that firmness 

in the Covenant and activity in the sel'vioe of the Cause is the means 

by which man is favored with Divine Confil'mations both in this world 

and in the world to come; and Man's eternal felicity is built and de

pendent upon his attainment to this excellence. I swear by the Light 

of Truth, that if' anyone arise with a sincere hear:tand sanotified 

character to serve His Highness the One God in these days, all the 

existent beings will become his servants and every door will be open

ed before his face, and he will see success and viotory approaching 

him from every direction, This is but the truthS But this state is 

conditional upon his showing steadfastness, loftiness,of character 

and exceeding purity and sanctity; in order that all men may testify 

that such a person is the essenoe of faithfulness, the reality of 

guidance and the banner of the Kingdom of Abha." (9) 

~---------~----~----~-----~~~-~--~-----~----~--------- ----------------(9) From a Tablet of 'Abdu'l-Baha. 
-~--------~-------~~~-~-~------~--------~~-----------~-~~-----------~-
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III 

He Is Godl 

tlo Thou Janabi Khan! Exhort thou all the believers, and say: 

-The Beauty of Abha---------has opened a great door before your 

faces, . and has bestowed a we·ighty gift upon you" Ye must appreciate 

its value and sacrifice yourselves. Nay, we must forget ourselves 

entirely; we must wish for no rest and s,esk no joy. We must seek 

no IUIIlIle or feme, no ease nor abundanoe nor convenienoe • Nay, vIe 

must sacrifice everything, in order that we m.ay enter the Kingdom 

of Immortality,' tt (8) 

---~--~~~--~----~~----~-~~-~-------------------"-~------~-~--------(Q) From a Tablet by 'Abdul-Bella. 
------~--~~----~-~------~-------~------------------------~---------

IV 

Concerning theduites qf a BahA'i Teacher. 

He Is Godl 

"0 thou servant of the Holy Threshold of the Beauty of J\.bha' 

I read What you had written to Jenabi H Seyed Tak1. Thank 

thou God who has made thee a teacher of His Truth and assisted thee 

tn encouraging and guiding the seekers. If, God willing, thou 

arisest in all that is worthy this sta.tion, before long thou wilt 

see great results and gain extended victories. This station (that 

of teacher) is in this Day the greatest of all stations, and this is 

acceptable in the Threshold of the Almighty. Every sinoere soul who 

arises in this Day to · spread the signs of the Kingdom and engages in 

guiding the seekers, w1l1 .be . assisted by the Invisible Hosts and 

rendered successful and viotorious by the army of the Kingdom of 



Abha. But in this path (~) man must endure every suffering and 

--~----~----~-------~---~-~-~~--~-~----------~~-~"-~----~-~----

calamity, and one m~st by no means become lax; nay troubles and 

trials must tend to inore.ase, his efforts and calamities must 

strengthen hie wishes (for servioe}. 
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"I hope you will show a firm and steadfast footing in this 

station, and be so evanesoent, humble, detaohed and resigned, that 

thou mayest become a sign of the Almighty's II.1eroy, and the Cause 
a 

of gu1d1ng~great number of souls in that oountry. • •••• 

"0 thou my friendl Because of the painful occurances and 

frightful sufferings inflioted upon the friends in Persia, the 

shedding of the blood' oit: t he: Martyrs, (;) and the utter helpless-

---------------~------------~---------------~~-~-------~---------(~) The Tablet was revealed for the translator at a time when one 

hundred and fifty Baha'i men,women and ohildren were destroyed 

and martyred in Ye.zd Persia by the mob, about five years ago, i. e. , 

------~----~--------------~-~-------~---~------------------------

ness of their survivors,- my oondition was like unto that of a 

shepherd whose sheep have been torn by wolves. I cannot describe 

my state and my sorrows. In every hour a martyrdom and at every 

breath an unavoidable hard ,tate, and at every instant an affliotion1 

Thus both writing aIidspeeohhave been out of the Question. I how

ever, wrote answers for the letters sent by you, in order that no 

interruption may intervene against the spread of the Fragranoe'f':: of 

God; and this was due to my love for you." 

(Sig. ) A. ,it. 
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~~----~-~-~~~------

Oonoerning the duties of Baha'i Teachers and Believers. 

V 

He Is GodS 

no thou intimate companion of 'Abdu'l-Bahal 

. You must so hoist the banner of nothingness and utter humil

ity that thou mayest diffuse the pure fragrance of Severance in 

those lands and regions, and spread the spirit of entire devotion, 

sacrifice, spiritual nothingness, Merciful Unity, oneness, single

ness and the Abha Bounty in that country. This is the essence of 

the Oause. - I beg of God that we may all be assisted and confirmed 

therein. 

The beloved of God must be as one soul, OUe spirit, one heart, 

one thought; nay each should be ready to sacrifice life tor the 

other, and eaan must present htmself as an offering for the other 

in every instant. Not untt1l love and unity, singleness and fellow

ship have reached this degree will tl;Ie loved one of confirmation 

and success become manifest, unveiled in the gathering place of the 

spiritual ones. 

To be brief', guide thou all the friends unto uni tY-i fellow

ship, harmony, aocord and spiritual oneness. If this gift, which 

is the eternal Bounty of the Beauty of Oneness, be freely and 

worthily spread in that country, the mystery of Truth will certain

ly become manifest, and the Beauty of the Merciful One become un

veiled. Otherwise, the tree of being vlill remain fruitless, and 

all efforts will be ,asunproduotiva as the ' s'UlDIIler cloud is rainless. 

This is the truth of the matters Wherefore exhort the beloved ones 



in friendship, and urge the chosen ones on to poverty (of all else 

save God) and evanescenoe; and encourage the righteous ones in that 
the 

unity which is the Strongest Handle. (~) For~everlasting Bounty of 

(~) i.e" ohietmeans tor deliverence. 

the Beauty of Abha is but pure love, is the attachment of hearts to 

each other, and is unmixed union, in order that all may thereb~r be

come drops ot one stream, waves ot one sea~ rays ot one sun, the 

fragrance of ::(., .. one rose-g~,den, the flowers of one field, the 

nightingales ot one meadow and the lights ot one assemblage. This 

is the quality of the sincere onesl This is the attribute of the 

favored onesl tt 

Upon thee be greeting and praise' 

(Sig.) 'Abdutl-Baha Abbas. 

------------~------
VI 

He Is Gosl 

"0 thou servant ot the Beauty ot Abhal 

From the contents ot thy letters it has beoome evident and 

clear that the standard of the Cause of God is in great motion in 

those ~ands, and the .musk-scented fragranoe is wonderfully diffused 

in those regions; and that seekers and inquirers are numerous, but 

that teachers are few, nay fewest in number. This is the Decree of 

the Mighty and Knowing One' 

Up to the present time, favorable conditio~s have not been 

aVailable. His Holiness, Mirza Abul-Fadl, has written us that were 

theJ.!.e- one hundred teachers in the land, there v'lould be enough heaIrers 



to listen to them. God willing, confirmation and assi$tanoe will 

reach you. • •• 

Now it is necessary to cultivate lofty attributes in I~erica, 

so that such souls may be f"ound who will be truly worthy and befi tt

ing the Cause of God; who may be wholly humble and meek and quit of 

self and personal des1re; who may abandon their own wish, purpose 

and personal a1in.s; and be resigned to the will of God; who may shine 

forth from the horizon of the Love of God like unto the Holy Souls 

(Bahatis) in Persia, and may hasten into the field of sacrifice with 

the utmost joy and gladness. Not until rurul reaches this station and 

acquires such. morals and qualities is it possible for him to find 

(spiritual) success and prosperity. For, man must fly upwards thr ough 

this power, And without this, (spiritual progress) is impossible. 

For some may gain an enthusiasm for a few days, whioh in a short 

time may be extinguished by a prevailing apathy. 

That whioh is .. oon4uoive to constanoy and steadfastness is 

severance from all superst1tions and grades, and is firmness in a 

state of humil1ty and meekness and utter separation from all else 

(Sig.) 'Abdu'l-Baha Abbas. 
-~~~------~~~----~---~---

Portion of a Tablet from 'Abdu'l-Bahu. 

"Thou hast written ooncerning the meetings and the gathering-

places of the believers of God • . SUch assemblies and congregations 

will grewatly aid the promotion of the Word,- and all the audience, 

'whether friends or not friends, beoome affected. But when the 

frieads have the1ntent1on of entering these meetings and assemb

lies, they must first make their purpose pure, detach the heart 

,', I' 
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from all other refleotions, ask ceaseless Divine Confirmation and 

with the utmost devotion' and humility set their teet in the gather

ing-plaoe. 

"Let thee not introduoe any topio in the meeting except the 

mentioning of the True One, neither must they confuse that meroiful 

assembly with perplex1ng .. outside questions. They must either teach 

or open their ton@ues in propounling argument, either oommune or 

supplioate and pray to God, read Tablets or offer oounsel and ex

hortations. 

"Make an effort in every meeting that the Lordts Supper may 

beoome realized and the Heavenly Food desoend. This Heavenly Food 

is knowledge, understanding,faith, g'e~t1tude, love, fellowship, 

kindness, purity of purpose, attraotion of hearts, and the union 

of souls. It was this state of the Lord's Supper which descended 

from the Heavenly Kingdom in the Day of Christ. When the m.eeting 

is continued after this manner, then 'Abdu'l-Baha also is present 

in heart and soul, though His body may not be with you. 

(Sig.) 'Abdu'l-Naha Abbas. 

Extraot from a Tablet (e) 

----------------~------~--~-"-----------~-----------~---------------(9) Through the translator. 

"0 thou esteem.ed one: This world is like unto a forest, and 

its trees are fruitless, Now the Divine Gardener hath come in 

order to make this unfruitful forest a Divine Garden and increase 

its trees in fruit and yield, through Divine training. Before long 

thou shalt see how this Gardener will engage in adorning the avenues 

. . .... ' .... 



of hearts with the flowers of SignifioaIiloes, .and make the trees 

full of blossoms and ~ruits. 
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ttAocordingly, e:x;ert thyself' in heart and soul so that thou 

mayest beoome a servant in this Divine Garden and be the c~use of 

honoring and exalting the world of humanity, In whatever worij 

thou mayeat engage, its results are temporary, exoept this great 

Ca~seJ whioh gives ~esults and imparts Eternal Life. 

Upon thfle be greeting and praise,n 

(Sig.) 'Abdutl-Baha Abbas. 

Tablet revealed by 'Abdull .. Bahat 

He Is Godl 

o thou si~oere servant of the Beauty of Abhal 

Thy letter was received and its contents were noted. Is is 

earnestly hoped ~hat, by the Grace of God, thou wilt be assisted 

with strong Oonfirmation, wilt cbpen thy l;j;p~ in praising and glori

fying the Anoient Lord~ ohant til.e Verses ot Guidance, hoist the 

banners of Righteousness, raise a ringing voioe throughout the 

world, beoome a personified spirit, an embodied light, a shining 

lamp and a beaming star. Be thou hopeful in the gifts of the 

Beauty of Abha, tor they make the earth luminous, develop pebbles 

into gems of exquisite oolor, change the mere olay into royal pearls 

and mold the dusky stone into a oup of great prioe, 

You had asked oonoerning the ~wenty~sixth verse of the ninth 

ohapter of Daniel, that 'though the meaning of the twenty-fourth 

Verse is made ole~, the reality of the twenty-sixth verse is yet 

'1 
! 
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o thou affectionate friend;: Know thou that four proclamations 

were issued fram Kings for the rebuilding of Jerusalem. The first 

is the order ot Cyrus issued in the year five hundred and thirty-six 

B. C. See the ,Book of Ezra, Chapter One. 

The second proolamation, is from Darius, which was made in Five 

Hundred and Nineteen B.C. See Ezra Chapter Six. 

The third is from 'A;taxerxes, in the se'fenth year of his reign. 

This was in Four hundred, and fifty-seven B. C. See Ezra Chapter 

Seven. 

The fourth is from ArtaXerxes in Four hundred and forty-four 

B. C. See Nehemiah, Chapter Two. 

Dan1el's referenoe ooncerns the third proclamation. His Holi-

ness Christ lived thirty-three years. When we add the figures thirt y

three to Four hundred and fifty-seven, the total is tour hundred and 

Ninety; and this is the Seventy weeks complete. (i.e., 70 x 7 - 490.) 

Likewise, in the twenty-fijth verse (Ch.9), Daniel spe aks of 

ItSeven weeks, and three soore and two weeks." Then mention is made 

of another week which completes the seventy weeks, in the midst of 
week 

, which~he t'saorifice and the obliga.tion", ceased by the Martyrdom of 

His Holiness Christ. 

This matter inddetail is this; 'rlhere are two dates stated 

(by Daniel). One of these dates has its start in the decree issue d 

by Artaxerxes for Ezra oonoerning the reb'l~ilding of Jerusalem, and 

terminates in the asoension (Martyrdom) of His Holiness Christ. This 

date comprises seventy weeks. 

The seoond date begins with the finishing and completing of 

the rebuild1ng of Jerusalem, and ends in the ascension of Christ. 
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This date oomprises three-soore-and-two 'weeks. For, the rebuilc.

ing of Jerusalem took seven weeks,- eaoh day of which weeks is one 

year • That is, it was oompleted in the seventh "veel\:. .And the in

terval of time beg1~ning with the oompletion of tile building of 

J"erusalem until the ascension of Christ, is sixty-two we eks; and 

ill the sixty-third week, which immediately follows and is connect

ed with the sdxty-t,V-O weeks, the asoension of Christ took place. 

rrhis date of "Seven Weeks" is the period of the rebuilding of 

Jerusalem. 

Thus if you take the date to begin with the issuing of the 

decree of Artaxerxes, it will oomprise seventy weekS, and if you 

take it from the oompleting and finishing 9~ the construotion of 

Jerus~era, it will be $ixty-two weeks; and in the midst of' t he 

sixty-third week the sacrifice ended by the martyrdom of Eis Holi

ness Christ. 

o thoU servant of God' I am informed of thy trials and oalam

ities. There is a wisdom in this, of whioh you shall personallw b~ 

informed afterward. At present you must bear them in the utmost 

pat~ence and enduranoe. These hardships and troubles shall vanish, 

and happy times shall arrive, and these calrunities and afflicti~ns 

are not due to any shortcoming on your part, but are because of 

oonsummate (Div*ne) wisdoms. 

You had written concerning spiritistic discoveries. The hu

man spirit is a power whioh comprehends the realities of things. 

All that thou seest such as arts, inventions, traces and discover

ies, were once in the realm of the unknown, and were a hidden mattel' . 

But the human spirit disoovered such hidden mysteries and brought 
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them out of the sphere of the unl{nown in to the visible vlOrlc1. 

For instance, the power of steam, photography, phonography, 
a 

teilegraphy and mathematical problems were all once hidden mystery 
f\ 

and unknown secret; but the human spirit discovered such invisible 

mysteries and brought them from the hidden into the visible world. 

Consequently, it is a comprehensive energy, and has control over 

the realities of things, and disoovers the hidden secreta in the 

domain of the physical world. But the Divine Spirit dlscovereth 

Divine realities and cosmic mysteries in the realm of the Divine 

(Supernal) World. I hope thou mayest attain the Divine Spirit, 

discover the mysteries of the Divine World and comprehend the 

secrets of the physical world. 

Ybu~ had asked concerning the thirtieth verse of the four

teenth chapter of the Book of st. John, where His Holiness Christ 

has said: ttl will no more speak much with you, for the Prince of' 

the World cometh, and hath nothing in me. II By "The Prince of' the 

World," is meant the Blessed Perfection. And tlHe hath nothing dm 

me,tJ Signifies that atter HilIl (i.e., Jesus), all receive bounty 

from Him; but that He (Blessed Perfection) is independent of, and 

does not seek bounty from Him (Jesus), that is, is in no need of 

bounty from Him. 

You had asked conoerning the disclosure of spirits after 

the dissolution of the bodies. Undoubtedly the Other World is a 

world ot disclosures ,and vision, for there the veil will be re

moved, and the hwnan spirit will witness the souls above it, be-

neath it, or of an equal rank with it. As ~D example to thiS, 

'when man was in the feetal world, he had a veil before the ey'es, 
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and all things were therefore vovered from him. When he is born 

out of the womb into this world, because this world in comparison 

to the foetal world is a world of disclosure and vision, he can 

witness all things here with his outward eye. Likewise, when he 

departs from this world into the Other World, whatever was veiled 

from him in this world will become disclosed unto him in the Other. 

And in that World he uill comprehend and perceive all things 'wi th 

the eye of Insight, and will witness those like him, equal unto him, 

above him or outside him. 

As to the equality of spirits in the Supreme World: By this 

it is meant that the spirits of the believers, at the time of their 

appearanoe in the world of bodies, are equal; and are all pure and 

unsullied, But in this world, they will find distinotion: Some 

attain to a lofty station, sorne seek an intermediate grade 01' stag

nate in the early stages. This equality (of the spirits) i s in t he 

original state of their being, and this distinction is after their 

ascension (or departure fro~ this life). 

You had written conoerning "Seir". Seir is a plaoe in the 

direotion of Nazareth, situated in Galilee. 

As to the words of Job, spoken of in verses twenty-five and 

twenty-seven, ohapter nineteen: tt]'or I know that my redeemer live-

th, and that he .shall stand at the latter day upon the earth", etc. 

But in this plaoe, the purpose of these words is that til (Job) 

shall not oontinue abased, and I have a proteoting friend, and my 

helper and Redeemer shall in the end appear. And though, noVi my 
I 

body is weakened and afflicted with worms, yet,~hall~again be 

ne'aled; and shall see Him wi th th is mine eye, that is with mine 

,! .. - i .•• · J: ..... ; " " " ,I,' 
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Insight." Thesd words were spoken by him after he had been bl amed, 

and after he had himself too spoken of the imtensity of his afflic-

tions; and after his body was suff~ring from worms by the violence 

of disease, he wished to say that he shall be healed from all his 

diseases and shall see his Redeemer with his own eye in his very 

body. 

As to the "Woman" who betook herself to the wilderness, as 

spoken of in the Twelfth Chapter of the Hevelation of st. John, 

and the great wonder which appeared in heaven, and "the woman who 

was clothed with the sun end the moon under her feet." By this 

woman is meant the Religion of God spolcen of here under the term 

m,voman"; and the two orbs of lISun " end I1Moon!l, that is the two em-

pires of Turkey and Persia, a.re under the shadow of the Heligion of 

God. The sun is the emblem of the Persian Empire, and the moon, 

that is, the Crescent, is the sign of' the Turkish Srapire. J...nd b y 

the "Crowns" is meant the Twelve Imam.o/'Who assisted the 11eligion 

of God like unto the Apostles. (~K\nd as to the "r.;lan-child which 

----------------------~--~------------~---~----------- -------------
(~) Though the "Crowns" are mentioned as "Seven '!f, yet they mean the 

r.!Jwelve Imams, because there were five proper names common to the 

Twelve Imams, whereas Seven di fferent names belonged to the 'l'wel ve. 

Hence "Seven Crowns" (i ,e • Twelve Imams). 
-~----~------------~-~----~------~----~------~~----~---------------

was brought forth"; This child is the Promised Beauty (i.e. Bah~\ !-

u'llah) which was born OuD o~ that fieligion of God. 

Afterward it is said that the 'Woman fled into the wilder ne s .s, 
un 

that is the Relig ion of God was tra.nsferred from Palestine "to th e 

\VI1gern~ss of Hi jaz, and remained there for One Thousand FIIWO Hundred 
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and Sixty Years, that is unto the day of the LJ:anifestation of the 

Promised "Man-ohild". lUld it is evltdently that in the Holy Soript

ures each day is given as one year. 

Upon thee be gre.eting and praise 1 

(Sig. ) A. A. 

In the following,I translate some Tablets and extraotsfrom 

Baha'u'llaha 

The Homily to be read during the Wedd ing Cel'emony: 

"In His Name, the Giver, the Bounteousl 

IJra:il.se be to God~he Pre-existen1i, the Everlasting, the ~~t erne.l 

the Ohm1geless,- to Him who has testified to His Essence by His Own 

Essence. Verily, He is the One, the Independent, the Loftyl 

We testify that there is no God but He, and Vie aol\:nowled ge His 

,Singleness and Confess His Oneness. He has been everlastingly in 

the height of His loftiness and i n the summit of His Im}?regnabili ty 

sanctified beyond the commemoration of all else save Him, and ptJ.ri 

fied and independent above all comrnendation by all else beside Eim . 

And when He desired to accomplish the order of the fforld and 

show His Bounty and Benefioence unto nations, He enacted Laws and 

established J:'&ths, wherein He laid down the Law of Eatrimony, and 

appointed it to be a fortress for prosperity and salvation; and He 

commanded us to aot in that which He revealed froIll . the Holy ICing dom 

in His "Ketab11-.Akdas" (i.e. Book of Baba t i Laws), and this is His 

s aying , Glorified is His Might, '0 ye people 1 Eng age in matrimony , 

in order that there may appear from you that Vlhich (or those who) 

may conlmemorate and praise 1\:e among My servants. This is My cOIilllland 

. ,:-:' 



84-

unto you, if ye will take it as a helper unto yourselvesl' 

And Vie salute and bless the followers of EI-Bayan who aI'e 

the people of Baha,- those who expended their efforts in promoting 

jihis lJIanifest Religion, and whom the reproe.ches of blamers did not 

prevent from following God. 

Praise be to God, the Lord of all the Creaturest" 

If In the Nome of the Object of the Whole Wo!'ldJ 

Praise beloveth and befitteth that Beloved One who has ever' 

been and Who will remain: unto all Eternity. His Mercy has encom

passed all in existence. This Mercy, in its primary state, is the 

declaration of proof which becomes manifest from the day~:spring 

of Providence of the IvIertJiful One, - in order that all may thereby 

attain unto knowing that Sea of Pre-existence whicll is the Essen

tial IVloti ve for the oreation of the world. 

"In its seoondary state, this TIIIercy is the Divine Commands, 

tluough which mighty andt great laddel' all may ascend unto the 

station of Sanctity, of Eingleness and unto the surorai ts of Glory 

of Oneness. 

"Blessed are those who in this day arise to assist the Cause 

of the Lord of Mankind wlth spiritual attributes and pure deeds. 

God ·willing all the beloved ones must be in the utmost love and 

frierndship, and never fall short in helping one another. The mean .. 

of the term "Mowasa.t tt (i.e. fellowship) revealed in the Divine Book 

is this,- That each one of the believers must consider the others 

li1ce unto himself, that is, he should not count himself superior 

to oth~r; that the rich should not withhold their goods from the 
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poor, and that they make equal ohoice for other belie'fers of what

ever benevelent deeds they ohoose unto themselves. This is the 

meaning of "Mowasat tl • And the limit intended for "MoVIasat" (in 

the Book) has been to this degree,- to emceed such limit is ac

counted before God at selfish grades and egotistical desires. Nay, 

God forbid that we do so 1 Beware lest ye OOllliTli t that which is not 

loved by God. God willing, all must engage in this commemoration 

Yii th the utmost sancticbjr and purity. 

"Verily He is the Commander, the Hearer, the Knowert n 

II,! word was seen in thy letter which is indeed a "perfeot 

word. tt If any soul acts (in the spirit of) that word, he wIDll 

attain to all good, and it is this: '0 my GodS 0 my Masterl Nly 

wish is Thy Good Pleasure.' 

"Ask thou God that thou mayest continue firm in this v/ord. 

Blessed is whosoever drinks from this Cup and is of those who knowl 

God's Munificence is boun~less and His Grace is endless; There 

ne"fer is any interruption in the Bounty of the Bounteous One. He 

has ever granted the wishes of all;l!n some instances, He has de

layed thiS, as it has lieen deemed advisable for the person who made 

the wish. Otherwise, he will attain unto the best of that which he 

has Wished. But for those souls who are indeed holding fast unto 

Godts Good Pleasure, another (loftie~) station is ordained. Blessed 

are theyl Blessed are they' ••• " 

nyou had askedoonoerning the station of parents in the next 

life. One of the special boUnties of this Manifestation is this 
~ 

that- every soul \I;iho believes in· the Dawning Place of the cause, the 
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Rays otthe ,Sun ot D1 y1UB' .lfavor will sliU"round , his parents, alh though ' 
. ', . . . ..., " ' . ", . 

they may not have attained ,to bellet in the Manifestation, This is 

His Bounty unto His beloved Ones, Praise thou God, and be of those 

who ~re thankful'" 

~Iexhort you~ OYe: :, my ,beloved, to show ' 1'orth ' the .. ~most great 
, .... '.' ' 

"', 

r 
For, t~ugh trust-Trustlworthiness . amons ' my " ~ 'e'rvants and creatures. 

worthiness tneCause of. G()d will be uplifted 1n the world, and the 

sanoti ty of ,the Cause .will .beoomemani1'est amnng men. Be ye trustees 

among the sel'vaAt.s 1 
. "l': . ~.}- .. / .,, ;, :.;",;: ~ .' .;, ...... 

,"Thus :have :" e : e~o;'.te~them in the Tablets • Verily , thy Lord 

is the Knower, th~ Wise ' o~:~t ", say: Trust, ye in , ~ll matters in the 
. . , :,',.J:;:: . .:,", '.:: . ~ ;'. " ': "~ '. 

forgiv1ngTrue()ne. yel';lY:lle besto~eth that whioh He willesth up

on Wh;ver ae willepth and.H~ prevents whomsoever He desireth from 

that whioh lie desireth, Verily He is the. power1'ul, the Mightyl 

,ttLet not the t~i:g.gs ,of , :the world grieve you. God has indeed 

ordained unto you tll~t whi9h 'naUsht 1n creat10n Oan equal, were ye 

of those who Know. l3e ye finn¢. in the Cause in suah wise that the 

storms of the misleading ones may not shake you." 

~~-~---~~-----~-------~~ 
- ' . . . . 

"As to thy Q.ues~lon .' ~,onaerning ' thesoula, and their aaquaint-
. .' .. ;~ , , 

, ,~\" 

anae conoerning .thef oondltlml of ,eaoh othernafter their' ascension 
, , .. ' " ' '. " ' 

,',",: " 

( from this , l1~e) , Kn~wthou, Verily the people of Baba who are 

estab11~hed in the"RedArk~: ~~llever a880c,iate" consort and har-
" : I ; ', , ' : .,:,;\::\\j ', :: ", "," '. , . 

monizetoget~er~d ,soar a.n:'4: travel and asoend in company with eaoh 
. " .. ' ': .'. ~ .. ' . ~ 

other. as tho:ugll , the~/, were " 6~e soul ~ Verily" they are of tho se who . 

are ~nfor~ci' , ·, who .. w'~~L" p~~c:~{~e and '. who will have lcnowledge. Thus 
'.' '" . ' , . 

. ' ~_.". has._ the matter been deoreed on the part 01' the Knowing One, the Wise 

';" 

. , 
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"The people of Baha who dwell in the Divine Ark are all in .. 

formed of eaoh otherts oonditions, and they are in the sooiety and 

oompany of eaoh other imtimately. This station depends upon the 

Assuranoe and the deeds ot those souls. Those who dwell upon the 

same plane are informed ot the state, partioulars and degrees of 

each other. Those who are situated on a plane lower than that of 

these souls are not entirely and duly informed of the degrees and 

stations of those on a higher plane, Each has his (particular) 

portion before thy Lord, Blessed is the soul who turns unto God 

and is steadfast in IUs Lovej'llntil his spirit soars uo unto God 

the Soverign, the Powerful, the Forgiving, the Meroiful' As to 

the souls of those who do not believe (in God); By my life) they 

will know of their failings, and will ory and lruaent both at the 

time of .deathand after the l«eparture of their souls from their 

bodies. 

"This is very evident and olear that ufter their death, all 

will be informed of their ovm deeds and actions. I swear by the 

Sun of the horizon of Po Vier that at that time such a joy will come 

upon the people of Truthwhioh 1tis impossible to mention. Like~ 

\'iise at thatt1me,Sl:lOhfe~eiidtr9uble and anxiety will COille up-

on the people ot error harder. than whioh oan not be imagined. 

"Exoellent is the oonc;1it1on of whomsoever receives the pure 

immortal Ohalioe--wine ofFal th· .from· the hand of the Possessors of 

Religions J • and drinks· thereot'~t.. • •• 
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liotaa taken by Oharlotte n1~ at Akl.W", Qctobor" 1;)00, 

I inquired aa to the genGalogy oi' Ba.ha.' 0 ·ll~i.., G1.:ncl 
Abdul. Baha. sa1d that Uo vve.s o-r Abra.ham's biood - not tlU' tlU,gl:l 
Isaao or Ial'unael, but thro1lt:jl cn(; of' his Oth9I' Hons b~;/ rct t ul'ah 
by whom he bad.. }3 1:z; aons. rH&·~ J oS3phus. ) 

He said Abra.!Uil.m had b ool:l. tEl.~lt 'b~r lJod ~1'nd ~]O b0i.;:;:i,~>~) 
the ttlt-l"io?ld of G'od, ~ alld So ·~P..rOyl . his 3eod :'lore 1}.J.l tl,w 
nations 01' the eartb. to be bloatl U(;) said tllere wort} 'cwo 
l~illda of llG.ni:feat.e.tions I 100a1 1 ike It)ai~1h, and un1 v1):r' f:}a.l, 
li1t:G JOQua 0In'1st. I asked if we Jmaw 01' e;ny 1Ullvoroa.l ,:ia:.a
ii'estatlon previous to OhI'ist Jeaus. Ue £laid. 'i'iQS, N~ (}lchis G
dec,· and the.. t J:6.elchisedeo was thQ one who ta.ught Abrahtielli 
sJ.:bout God E:l.nd through Abraham. there came tht.:.) tt School of' t,~l.f:) 
.Prophotn," who guided t h e 11$b1:'e\, raos in spiri tus.1. tl .. trt l':!.B .. ;} 
"ljh4~t J' asuo ChJ:·i t~t coUld b e 'bOI'U to ·them. 

He-nco" (~a thO' ,Q7"wo.t 1Eal'l.if 03tatlons (i;.l:"'0 one und tho 
samo, Jesus Ohl"i~t oould 'Woll say I H.8e£'oro .A1n"r.!l1.arn ; waH, J ~. ?f 
st Paul Ul'l.deratoo.i clearl.Y:J :tor itt his seva~'lth oha,pter t,o the 
Hobrews I he aa,ys I • After th$ aimil1 tude ot 11elohl sedf3C J::l"K; I"O 
ar!seth anothor pt>iast \'lho 12 ~ada not after t.h0 l.o,"il of a car' .. 
nB.1 oot!U::1a.nt,in~nt. but attar tho powor of: anel1d.leas life . 1t 

Also the '{j;;';emtie t h V0:r'~D oJ: t he s i x·t h C.n<',':,lyt t,;,;, o:t HI)'" 
'bre~ls, he say's; _n J"€>3U::; m.ade a high pl"i ~1et f ·oravai .. ;:3,Zt C1:' ~h{';J 
ol"'jleI" of' }1~r;:;lchiaed.Go. tl lUlU ·t l l$ seventh chaptor I tJti:;:'u vorBo,-
that liI 01chi~,H}doe wall "wit:nout :ee~th()r', vf it.hout 1!1othE)!', J18,v'1..n.;:;, 
nei thor bOGinn11l;?; oJ;" <la.ye nOl? fmd. oj;~ 11.1'0.. ~l 

So in ·tracing; Bab.a.· 0 'lls...'1· e a.nc~stry b:;.\ok to J1bra,tlf1£l1 
Abdul Balla. showod me how Uis sp1ri tua.l lir.u;;ag0 i~) tl~Li .. O €l{~ 1)8/:;1':.; 
to .t,h)lch1~odeo tl'lX"bu.g11 J~~ua Ol1rist, .g,nd so I coUl el (11: on.Oi') 
(1oopreiw...:'ld who tha.t mysterio~ porsOnl::1.g'3 w'l'.l.() he.d puzzl ed. :t!Q 

:::inco 11'l;t ohildhood.' a raadirlt"1; of.' the Nov; ;l'~%lttl.rtlcmt was, t ld G 
01'10 wi thout f~.thol·, without uot:nar, baving 1",1(;)1 'ChEll'" be;::;i:t::::ti 11G 
of cia.yo, !.~or elld or :life "" in f ;;l"ct,. the gl:\e~'i.t l.u::dve::t"~? .:.\l God 
8[;11"'.1 t or I ... ogoli3, as ::1;:U1.1:r~.at~d in ,J eSU~j the Oru'ia t 1;:~nd. in 
t he l·'a.th()X") wllQ~() coming Jesus OrU:'i l;, t foretold 1i1rl.U £'01" ';thi oh 
lla told lIla disr}iplea to prey - "i;,hat Spil"it \1111011 is SQ 
rLl1ghtil:r illuminat1ng the ea.rtll, bringing hid,d~n thiu gG t o 
1 ight e.nd making a.ll tl1in8B mr .• .1:11f·3st and cloe.r. 
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Dear Mr ~ Hoar: 

'You write me that.any of' the friends in America are anxious to 

know my; impressions of Acca and of Abdul.-Baha. How shall I write 

so as not, to feed the fires 0·1' supersti t:fion on the one hand, or fail 

to do justice t ,o the greatness of the subj ect on the other? There 

are times when we find the symbols we call words entirely inadequate 

and when we know that t in spite of all effort to avoid ft., we shall 
' . 

be mlsinterp1reted arid misunderstood. There are some unkind ones 

whO, if 'VIe allow the heart to express i teel! freely, will accuse· us 

of emotionalism, and over-credulity; and there are others who, if we 

restrain the heart" and write of facts ~ :fact,s, se:tt.ing them forth 
.' , . " 

in their physical asp-ect only, will accuse us of l.ack of spirid:.ual 

cOMprehension and almost of infidelity • However , God knows the 

heart, and acknowledging responsibility to Him alone, I shall 

endeavor to convey to all in~erestedsomething of the impressions I 

received on ,my visit to the BeloTed One at Acca in December, 1906,' 

now nearly four months ago. · 

To begin with, . I WGuld ,'tiO God that all the p·eople of the world 

could see and know Abdul~Baha as I saW and know Him! Then indeed 
~ . '. 

would War J strife and conflict cease', the fires of hell and hatred 

cease to burn, and peace, and g()od will r~:1gn Oin earth. 

But if w~ wr:fl teot Abdul .. Baha. as a p:ersonali.ty, as a man~ we 

must dascribe him as the simplest and moat humble- and most natural 

~a.n in all the ' ~orid.·. Helndulges in no poses, makes no 

pretensions, asserts .no supe,riori ty, cla.im.s no special privileges · 
" ' .. 

and in no way .~ taTer . Beeks, to impress you wi th his dignity and 
. , . ' .. ,' , ". . " . 

importance. . He wl1~ aa tw1 th you, walk with yo.u , talk . with you, 
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ask about your health, discuss the simplest matters with you, and 

answer your most triYial. .quest:!lons. In every sense of the word he 

is natural, and in every sense of the word simple. The p:hysical 

eye will observe· no halo, see no s,ign of supernatural power, detect, 

nothing, in :fact, that might ~ot be noticed in any really good, 

simple minded and naturally 'dignified man. We shall see one who, 

1 ike all those in this world who wholly sacrifice themselves t ,~ God, 

the e-vil minded can lie about, accuse! of evil and o,f ambition, mock 
. .' ' ." . 

at afld revile:. In a word, Abdul.-Baha 'viII appe:ar to us so silrLPle 

and so' natural that we will wonder What it is that some have been 

able to see in him, Who have set in circulation certain stories 

Which have appealed powerful.ly to the imaginat ion of many, and Which 

may easily, in time, pass into recordS of signs, wonders and 

miracles. We will :rind it difficult at first to realize that this 

simple, dignified., kindly and lovable man is the Centre of a spirit

ual power, o:f a know~edge and, inspiration Which is re-creating the 

world; and is the 'obJect of ~ love and devotion which no man in the 
. , 

history of the worlcl' exce.pt Bahatutllfth, his father, ever received 
, , 

in his lifetime. And this love: and devotion :l1.a not confined to his 

followers, but is seen in ~h()~ewh() know ~othing Gf the Religt on of 

Which h~ is the C,entre. · We . will see high Turkish Officials (hi s 

,jailors), Turkish women of high rank, and p,eople of all cla~H.~es and 

conditions come to consult him on their most important matters, to, 
.. .. 

seek consolation ,and advice from him in their domestic troubles and 

to, ask' for hie ,prayers. · Twice a week we will see the p'oorgather 

around him to receive ; gifts at his hands, their only benefactor, 
. -

their only rea1 protect()lr ,t in this prison city of squalor and 

wretchedness. We will. plainly see., even wi th the physical eye, 
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that there i~ something in this simple, unpretentious man which 

causes all around him . t ·o lean upon him in all things ., and to regard 

him with a lova and devotion Which prevents his bitter enemies (a 

mere- handt'ul of envious an~ jealous ones} from speaking 111 of him 

e:xc&pt in the most round-about and steal thy manner. Vlha t is it in 

. this man that conquers all Who come in contact with him? This man 

to Whom all about him go in their tro,ubles; but Who himse'lf, if he. 

has any . 1t,ro·ubles , never. 'mentions them except to raj oice over them as 

victoriesl This man Who 1s so universal that from him we never 

. hear the word -II" 

As I write these words tears fill my eyes and run do~n my 

cheeks. I, whose heart has often seemed to him like a stone, a man 

hard-headed and combatatlye by nature, accustomed to indulging in 

plain speech, and in argument to giving and receivjmg blows) one 

who has never been ~egarded as sentlmentalor emotlonal - I, as I 

recall IrrY impressions of this man, am obliged to confess that my 

heart melts li.ke WBX t that the t .ears blind my eyes) and ·that all ' 

desire for controversy and argument, except as God may will, is 

taken out of me. What, I repeat., .is the strange power of this man, 

so simple, so natural, so unassuming, Who asks for himself no special 

consideration or reverence 'Whatever, but who cont.:inually points us 

to the things of the spirit and to God? To tell, so as to make my-

self understood, ·is beyond any power which God has given to me, or 

to any man. There are .some things Which the heart can apprehend, 

but the tcmgue cannot utter. In a Tablet to me the Master once 

wrote, "Turn with .t .by heart t ,o the heart of Abdul-Baha and the 

hidden mystery will be revealed to thee." I have obeyed this 

command and the mystery has been revealed, to me; but I cannot 



4. 

express it in words; not even he can do that. The ltiYstery, how-

ever, is no mystery at all t~ those who can meet Abdul ... ]3aha heart to 

heart, and this meeting can be had, and by many has been had, without 

paying a physical visit to Acca. Only through the spirit can the 

reality and power of this man be apprehended. One 1s reminded of 

the words of Jesus, RIo man cometh unto me except the Father draw 

hiLm. " 

In spite of all I have said, however, I will try and give you 

an outer description of the Master. First, it must be remembered 

that he is 63 years of age and that he has lived a life of imprison

ment·, of constant anxieties, and of hardship. He looks his age. 

:But no sign of physical weakness is apparent; on the contrary, ha 

impresses you as being full of strength and energy, an example of 

splendid manhood at that age. His hair and beard ' are grey, a.nd the 

thoughtful. lines on his faca and forehead are im keeping with his 

years. His beard is not Tary long nor full, but of silvery, fine: 

quality. His hair, which is the same color as the beard, he we~r8 

about level with the shoulders. While ~he hair, like the beard, is 

inclined to thinness, there is, as I remember, no s:flgn of baldness. 

His nose is large, slightly acqulline and finely moulde·d. His 

mouth is large andflr.a, but without, in the slightest degree, being 

hard, indioating a oombination of firmness and kindness. His 

forehead is high, broad and full, giving the :!impression of great 

intellectual power. The wonderful thing about the Master ' s 

physical personality 1s his eyes. When I return to Acca the first 

of June, I shall endeavor to more closely examine and describe those 

wonderful. eyesj at this writing I must confess my inab:iil:li.ty, and to 
. ., 

tell What it is about them that makes them so remarkable. Whether 
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they are black or blue or grey, or a combination of colors, I cannot 

.~. In fact, they seemed to change even as I looked at them and 

into them, as I did more than once. Of this) how-eve r, I am quite 

certain, that I cannot think of Abdul-Baha, nor say my prayers. 

without seeing those -indescribable eyes t and more than once since- I 

left Acca they have looked their lOTe at me i .n my dreams. , . 

:But one tires of pbysica11t ies. The important matter is to 

try to realize the fragrances of the Spirit. that are being wafted 

from that White splat and from that pure heart. Truly, there is 

that at Aeca Wb.1.ch cannot be seen with the physical eye, heard with 

the physical ear, nor understood with the inte.llect t a something 

Which the heart canteel and the soul alone apprehend and which 

cannot be reduced to the physical. symbols we call ,vords. 

When the 1la.ster speaks a something is set 1n vibration over and 

above the: phys~~a1 words,a something which is Spi.rit and ]:,,11'e, and 

'which bestows Spirit , and L~te; and it would seem that the outer 

words 'are merely a means of contact, or a physical medium of 

connection bet\feen the soul a.nd this Spirit of Li_fe Which is 

imparted to the soUl. That Whi.ch the soul receptive receives from 

t;he words is far more than the mere outer form of the words wQ:llld 

seem to warrant. :Wor instance, I asked the Master for the answer 

t .o a question which had troubled me for a year or more. He 

answered me in a 'few words,w:U-thout. apparently any particular effort 

at expla.nation, yet his sillWle statement conveyed to me immediately 

an understanding of the whole matter that perfectly sat:JLsfied. 

Perh~8 the same words spoken .by another wOlud have made no 

impression, for his answer was a simple statement without ~roof. 

Uttered by hin4 howeT.~, they s~emed to change the whole current of 
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my thought, create a new consciouaness in me, and supply me v'l'i: -ch t h e 

I)Ovrer of comprehension, 50 that a matter which had l?uz~:;lcd me fOl~ 

more than a year Was cleared up in an instant. I trust this will 

convey to you my meaning, that the real pow er at Acca is t he go wer 

of love, and knowledge, purely spiritual :lin its manifestation, a 

matter of the heart and of the soul, and has no connection 'N.hatever 

with physica1 miracles and phenomena • 
. , . 

To realize who Abdul.-Baha is, to urlderstand his rell:i. tl.on to 

Baha'u·t l1a'h and t .o Christ, to comprehend that he needs no other 

glorif:iication, commendation or exa.1tation than that he is Abdul

Balla, to know Why it is that he commands that no othe:r name or tftl,~ 

should be g:!l.ven him, and that by no e:xplanation or interpretat.ion 

can the Station of Abdul-Baha be made any mort: glorious than1 t :is, 

one must be able, wi th the sp1t 01 tual eye, to see the things of the 

Sp·jLrit. If' we are ,to be content, as he is con'~ent, with his simpll~ 

des fgna. t io:n as the ' Se:Tvant of Baha, and have no des ire to refer t.o 

him by any other title, l.ike him we must realize that we are nothing, 

and that God is all; must eliminate the ego, surrender the self and 

allow God to do His work in us, instead of imagining that we have 

any power to accomplish it wi thin ourselves. To be able to 

apprehend the Station of Ab~u..."l-Baba is to apprehend, at l.east in 

part, the great truth of re'nunciat:J.on, of absolute 3urrendel~ tr) God. 
, " 

Surrender to Godl ' HC)w . easy to say, but how diffl.cul t to really 

understand and dol It means to be conscious of our nothingness, 

a.nd 'to open ' our souls flnd 'let the fragrances of the $piri t blt)'/Y 

through them; to feel that God in us :lis doing our seeing, our 

Willing, our think~ng, and re1ieving us of the responsibility. 

is to understand that He 1s the Graa t Burden Bearer on whose 

It 
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shoulders is the governm.ent of all things. Here. 1s a vicarious 

atonement worth having) a. vicarious aton€nnent which brings rest and 

peaoe and real salvation. Who are we and What can we accomplish? 

It is true that the station of man is very high, but it is high 

because of his capacity to reoeive from God • The breeze: of the 
. '. 

Spirit blows by the rocks a.nd by the trees and by the animals) but 
- - . . . 

they are unconscious of it. l!a.n, however, has the power not only 

to becoIlle conscious of it,' but to be the Instrum~n'tof t,t in the 

e:nllghtenment of mankind and the vllvii'ication of the world. And 

this is a matter of simple fa.ith. When we realize that we are 

nothing and know nothing and stand humbl.y before GOd, we w:1.11 oe 

clothed upon by the Spirit. Adam and Eve tried to make for them-

selves garments of fig l:-e:aves. GOd. gave them coa ta of 

skin. Zesus said~ -donsider the lilies how they grow·: they' toil 
. -

not J they spin not, a.nd' yet I say unto you that Solo:rnon :in all his 
, .. 

·gl.ory was not a.rrayed like: one of these. 1I "If then, God so clothe 

the grass) 'Wh:lLch is to!O'!>d.ay in the field and to-morrow :lis cast into· 
' ''" 

the oven; how much more Will He clothe ye, 0 ye of littlle faith?" 

W:iLth all ourtoi11ng ~nd spinning and f're,tt1ng, the best that we can 
, .. 

do is to clothe oursel.ves with mere garments of :fig.l.'~aves, y;:lth 

mere symbols to hide our ignorance. But those .Who have found the 

secret' of turning to God in perfeCt self-surrender and sure fai t,h, 

receive a spi.ritual ga.rment so beaut1.ful. that tlJ.e t,oiling and 

spinning of the metaphys.1ca1 schools, with their prOduct of so ... 

cal.led knowl.edge. 'becomes a. useless trouble and a weariness of t,:he 

nesh. ~e secret of real spiritual power is 'the renunciation of 

the sel.1' and dependenoe upon God. Th:Jl.s spirit of rerra..'1ciatton and 

of' absolute sUbm1~sion'and surrender to God, is the spirit in Which 

o~e is bathed at.Ac~a. The lesson of complete reliance upon God. 





, 
\ 

Fro 1II . It{ r. a. Flo r e n c p K h f}. rt U III • 

to h~r PafHnts. 

"At last we are in tDe Mast,r's house, and have & beautiful room 

. rig h t on t n e sea, t l1 r ou g hw h l' c h _ t 11 e cool g e So breeze B f,"\1 EHl r c on tin un 11 y • 

The via\'! of t .ue Gulf of Acca issu~erb. I am ancba..nted with the bea.ut.y of 

the Medlte·rra.nea.n. here, &nd ,fro~ the time our stea.mer turn€,id t~le tyoint. 

at Mount tarmsl &fid enter.d thw~ulf of Aeca, I have been amaz~d an~ ~e~ 
. , .. 

lighterlwith the be(j,u'~Y of thsscane, ' ta,r surpas::dnf, dr:1scri ptions I'1.nit 

.. ' " e, ven ' ~Ee , colored photogra.phs. I wish we owned game l[:,nil on lH.r:11.rm€d, 

. wI.lioh·,Is. i ,nHa.l fa.. The air ,-the:re:" is so pure a.nd fragra.nt, a,no one SP,:~S II 

VA$t ' stratch 'ofsea. and ' mountain to landw1),rd, a.r~d he)'~ find a,t, H"dfll tl-:e·· 

llLusic of this ssa .. i ,9 .. eve;riu; .. o.n~ :'~.aars. 

As rie · sntered Acea. I .. no ,U,ce 'd . ~~n;atmoBphfi:r.e I had never se~~n h~)fore, 8. 

sort or clea.!11y, : :S\lUdB.Y : P£te..CG : '~: S ' 8varY'9here, wllleri · thegpirit an '1 nerves 

felt, and wlle:n . V:/6 .. ~ause.~ :. out: ~ld,e. <. tue Ma.ster's · doorvn"y, <Hl d~ ssr'!f!,nts !"ton 

believors ca.me h~.rry.jng Oll.t . te>, a.~sigt UB, and Ali 'Nhi3pr~red ~ '''Ph S 1S the 
, , " . .. ' . . .' . . ' . " ~ 

Ma.ster's house~!,)f~a.r8 :h,,:re,."l: ; .. f:e·l\t , au'ell .a radia.nt ligttt 'in tbe atllloopr· \>'r~ 
. ' . ".' ~ . . ' , . ' " . ' . • I', '1 • 

and re~'.lizad t,lllJ.t our LO . .rd'tiasfn,deed near. 
. ," ' ," ' , . 

,. , ! I. 

" .r : 

We irrived in~he ~&~1~~~ft~t~90p~ · ~nd soon aftar, the Master sent for 
. '",' . '. 

us. He gaveu8 abaautlftllwele~me. He was 80 loving, so kind. He took 

R a hi ill, t he , b I!. 9 Y , .i !1 , hi p , a. r III ~ , ?-nd ,k i g sed ' him, n, n d g a. ve 11 i m a. b 9 a. 11 1, i f u 1 r 0 -

~8.ry he was ca.rrying blIllB~rt. ,:Jt~ :: c~l1s him fla.him Khan alwi',Ys. Ths Vas-
' , ' • l ; " " . . ' .: 

ttH il> so beautiful,all : r~~i8.~c.e : and : joy ' and;-;oodnes3 in his spirit, and 

so gentlo and kind~ 
i ', · \ , , ,: ~: ,:. " ,: . 

But it is i1lp.o. s.8ibl~. :t9 : d~s,~rJ;:~E! .',h,i'-m. : He, 1 ;;\ lioyia:tu:ral' a:nd simrle:, ?.nd 

let his dignitYiS ,Spr~;ga.,l, : o.. ll.~. : >lo..ll).d . n·e .v~r presume in l3,ny . '.q~;i in 1118 pres-

ence. ' H~ i~\.'S9 ' :~ga~·er,ou;,~):,> :; ,:>~· . ,,9~~r4\Et.Y :,morn Ll ~shagi V'as .]orl'ay t,o' t hE; pnor, 
', . . .. :,' ' " , " 

following the }·{ohammad·e.n' c.i.i'sto.m :hl),re,.,· .Bllt his 'Nork 18 so'terrjfic: he f.e 
" . \. ' f ' .:;.': ", . : .' ':. ,~ - ~ . .' ' ',::',/' :,. ' . 

like tw~ persons, onajU:;8t :: tl}. f;) ib~ma.p. m.an, ; but, 01 COlll'SfI the mOf.lt r:,:l.orla u8, 
" -,. ;. ... ' ,', ,: : .. - -: " .' ."" ''' . '" 

Iflo~t perf6ct . llla.nc.~f3a.ted~ . : ":·T 'b;e.n .. H~ j's" t 'he ' Ma.st.er, the T?eaISi1irit.118,1 

King oi ' tl1is . illorld ' ao~ of . th~ .. !u,tu'l'e . csutuTias. . God, spealdn~ in t;,nd. . - . . ", ,',... . . ,'. ..,:':: . . (' ," . ::. ~. , " ' . . 

,.; 



Prop~ets of the past; only Hia ~tation is that ot rovealing t~B who18 Truth 

in this new dispensation. And often he sleeps only & few Hours, or has 

a f e va r, or s u t fer sin hi a h u ma n 1 t Y ; 1 ike 0 the r it 11 ffi an . be i n i" s, 0 Po 1 y b i s 

sufferiGgs are so great~ ~o human being could bear them. I ho pe t.o write 

aou more auout thase later. Yet he te ac hes the ~ !e a t lesson in ~iR life 

of illaniissting real joy sud fragrance, re a l happiness, true ri~ty an~ love 

of God, true kindness,truo her9ism, true faithfulnoss, r~al ~oodnesG in 

the midst of coloss!),1 . tl~i8.1s, d'lfricultiac f~nd a hundred thousand ~~nnr,lif~s, 

aud briDgs ' B~aeteeas and b8R~tl~ut of chaos. 

Ali fS g,ettlnga fast,, :a.n,d:>1,8 <,utte:d,y happ.~{ 
.. 

here. 'rho' Master if( 

ge[li::l(~US, very conuiderat's, very, 'bount! ful, and 0 f coul-se t he ': f!lOSt pf:Ht'r.<ct 

ho~t in ' the world. 
" 

We drive to thBg&rd~nof Biz!~n, which is one of the ~&Bt9r'8 ~nrden8, 

and. we sit bJ tr.l6 river 'under those two gia/l1t mulbol'r,Y trees, 8.n rJ have tf)H, 

while tae fountain is tRrned on. It is beautifully built, anri the wBtar m~ 

of Len takes the shape of a lily~ and inside a flame burning; so it oft en 

l00ks like a lily witn a heart of flame. 

W'd wa,lk arOllOQ the baa.u~iful reservoir. and tl.lt'1 f)venin r star com.S',,-' Oilt 

over t;~e distant. sea., tbe aaft aftarglow [i,n.d. twili ;~h tJ it: 'Ilhi cll the pr:tlm 

tress loot so poetic and beautif.ul, steels ovaI' t l'.e ,' ceria, and \H~ 'h'iv~J 

home 1n the evening when ·it is quite dark, thou~b not yet nisbt. 

Tflt;\iaster'S , spirit is 1'+11 lovaand kindn1'2ll3s. !hJ is 80 lUf?P,j; .':nr] li )'i!ub le 
~ , 

in His liipirit, bllt very kingly In ,· e.llllia bearinF: Il.'nd carria.ge, \TCl'Y di~-

nl(i&d in a trua sense, and he ~tten keeps them laughiD~ at tahle as bR is 

a ~reat wit, Ali says. 

He is glorions! At tll.ble he makes tham serve me first: t i: en t.h1:Y 1).'1.88 

to hiJl. He i~vas thaw away.oct walts until the last. You have to sea him 

to a p pre cia t a if h a. t .t his ' !Ii e a.n s, a. s <d 1 . t r e ~ t him wi t nco n f: 11 m TIl R. tel 0 v~:; it n f\ 

res pee t • A 1 t h,o ugh 11 e is ' i3 () S 1m. p 1 e h ~~ iss og n~ a. t t hat n 0 0 n e h I'l. S (~v e r lH; e n 

ani ODS like him. Then ~~&U be answers questions, or te~cbea, his wj~dom 

it; l:lLilt!{riHIIJ§ding. H,is ,lllustrationa, bj8el(11~rnt:isg, il:lloquenee, l:1\Qn e t

ness, 'ff~!I~1 &nd g~odne.s;be is truly run rvelous, and one 0~Gily A0PB 

all the p~opnets and hp11 men of the p~at, an0 magnified in Him. 
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'f!1fJre is SiJell an atlnospilero of peace an d joy hera I'. bat. who ~ve)' is :1 1·ns 

forgets all bis troublss aDd lorries, all unhappiness, an~ fGels serBns 

un 'J 1: e r f 8 C t 1 Y u:,:, p p y, w ish i n g n 8 ve r t ole (J. v t~ t tJ e l.f. a. 13 t e r, 'II fJ (] t t' U 1 Y 'i 8 t b e 

ros& of their world, aud in wboso pre~eDC9 tLB spirit is at rast, ~nj in R~ 

~rane, so tbat one wiD~as always, as I Sd~, to live ~'it,l:\ t 'l A\'" .:- oS. '~ r t.. .• ' ,1"'1 (;;I . 0 ~, (~ • 

Thera is nothing to worry one, to burt one's fEH!iings, no worldly p00pig 

or struggles, but Just joy In the nearness of the Master. 

La.st fHeninb' as I stood. on the te ~ r!1Ce, roofless pia.zza, (llltsic(,? tLlf] 

big diniat, r09m~ ,aftd loo~:6A ' up a,t ' the vel'lety Syrian nIght, ilf:aVnnS vi! th 

~u 8 ir briiiia.nt profusion of g oldtjn st ,I,rs, a.nd Sfl,'1/ t.tl&' ~";~Vi ffi iH)D, 8C si.l-
. : . . 

ve l' .I' >" -:); 'n de}: qui sit, e i a. i1 d 1 00 kiD g i Il - a a. Vi' t l18 MaG t t) r W ';i,l kin g YI b n:::l tt, c) 

guests" wers IH~selilbling roJ' dinner, I want Ed to f,inc h UliJEdf t.o $'78 ~d; !'I, t 

t h 1 S ;'·llUi. r vel 0 us sea n a m sa. nt, 't .ti. a a xc e t-) din g but 8 t 1" a n ~; e e r i en t d b 9 a !l t y 0 f 

t!.l8 rligut, and t110i'If,licdking a.mong us , th.o f:rt''!n,t.ast. One in tfii. G wor ld. 

Suc~. 11 1"1 v i 1 a g 6 S JI'l a. k eon a fee Ion e i s d r t'1 a. hi i u g, and I w h 1 8 P G :r 1) d t 0 All -
'';' 

"Loo~ ~t tnis!, a.nd Loo.k in there!" 
*>, 

T,lle tll3'art reBts 30 here 1 

l~:;,jtter from Teheran, Peraia, .1a.nua.r~v 23rd to Khanum's sinter Ba.yS 

tnls has 'besu a wonderful journey. The 
noble 

croWniD~ glory was meetio£ the 

Mastarin Acca and his .I~'B hou~ehoid. "Oh really, dl3a:r A •••• that is 

~ile mos t ,wonderful ' aX i,i a'riance on ,earth today Y" 
_ - ~. : - - ' . ' " ' . _ i • ' ,' I 

. ( 8 ig~ Florence Breed Khanom. 


