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_ TA; LE TALX3 WITH THE lvMSTT.‘R

R};:\A, “R{JA:‘.{ - 1904.

Different Uniting Powers,
The existent world needs é uniting powef to connect nations,
There areé varmhous uniting powers 1n the world One 1s patrlotlsm as

in America, where people from dlfferent countrles have united and made

a nation, Another means of union is war,~as*when two nations unite
to make war unon a third, A third uniting nower is self-benefit, as
is seen in trade and .commerce. A fourth-ﬁéans of union is that fur-

nished by ideals, different nations or dlfferent ﬂeonles having one
aim or 1ntention unlte. All these unltlng oowerﬂ are ineffective and
per%shable;, the-only uniting power wh;ch can connect all hearts and.
last forever is faith in God and love for Him. : This is the only en-

during powsr, the one that never ﬁerlvhas

Consider our present state and the cond;tlon of the disci-
ples of Jesus Christ: when we rememberﬁégém_wg are touched and moved
by their love; when we think of Abraham wenére touched by his love.
It is this power of love that connects us_ﬁith Abraham Qf old, with
the nast.

> I hope that the connecting poﬁér of love of thelKingdom of
God will unite all the nations of ‘the wbéld. ) This.ié Cur hone.
Once the Persian believers-héd such ~eat love for each

other that each wished the other to take possession of hlS wealth

Change in Geasons,
Whatever there is in the world of contingency is a symbol of

the s»iritual world; wnatever there is on the earth is a symbol of

heavenly things. For example:--- in the snlrltual world there is the
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// light of guidance, in the outer world there is thg lamp, ité symbol;
in the divine world there is love, symbolized in the material worid Ly
magnetism. S0 there are four seasons in the perishable, outer world:
spring, which brings the vegetables, refreshes the aniﬁals, and nrom-
ises fruits; summer, which charges the trees withlfruits; then fol-
lows the sutumn, after which comes the winter, when.the trees are bars
and empty. Such is the conditioun of the spirituallworld, which has
its four seasons, spring, summer, sutumn, and winter. _ |
“When Jesus Christ appeared, it was the last days of thes vin-
ter time, when the people, who are the trees of the divine garden,were

acmrived of their fruits, that is, of their divine characteristius and

divine moralities. As nature needs a soring time to revive the trees

Ll’
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£5 tho spiritual nature needs a spring time to £ill the garden with
2 I g &
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flowers and fruits, It was through the manifestation of Jesus Ohri
trhat this spiritual spring time began} summer followed with i;s fralts
and, later, autumn came; winter followed and the trees were naksd,
that is, the people were without their‘divine qualities., 8o again, -t
bucame necessary that a new spring time should come.

Today, neople know of Jesus Christ His name,His name withcut

His realities or His qualities. Knowing only the name of the lzmp,

they repeat it constantly, utterly unaware of the use of the lamp, and

“that it should give light.

In olden times there was a hero, a valorous man, whose his-

tery is always being told in the public-houses and in the coffee-room:

ofhﬂgypt.

b

“eople who are in the habit of géthering in thessz Hlaces

7#p2at the history of this hero, telling how courageous he was.

e
4

Whils they were snending their time in this way, praising their cld

hero, the English took their country in ten moments.
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atray Thoughts at the Dlnner Table.

Tranquility,, iﬁhen the Snlrlt is tranguil the body is at eaﬁe

ngnt 5 { _“i1t does not matter for the llghtlwhether the cfyst 1l is
pure or: not ‘but it is better that poth_be-pure,_the llght and
the ”“ystal The crystal may become broken bu£ the llght will
atill exist |

Teaching. A1l teaching and knowledge are enclosed in the sou] of
man, because his soul encompasses evepvthlng To. study means to
try to bging them to light. Fpr 1n§tance;— ~the flowe;s, fruits,
leaves, are contained in the seed,'éﬁ&-Wifh ﬁﬁe heat, light, and
soil, the fruits are manidested. Tﬁe figure is containgdlin the
mirror, but the mirror of itself has notlthe power to réfiect it,
?Blishing is necessary in order to give out a ﬁerfect.reflection.
Zven on this wall there exists the ppssibllity of a reflection,
but it needs polishing to bring ou£ the reflection, so study is
polishing,

There are many pecple in Persia wﬁo‘ﬁre illiterate, bﬁt who
are able ﬁo'guide wise and learned men.. Kﬁowledge and sciences are
like water gatliered from pools and cistérné fdr:the.irrigation of the
soil; the confirmations of God are 1ike rainfalls and showers: Ty
shovld one gather water from nonls whennﬁhélpurélwater is_obtainable“
Unless one's mind be concentrated oh the Cause, one can noﬁ ;eceive

casistance from-God.

Beginnings of 3911ef :
The first entrance. into light and into belleF is extremely
difficult. The spiritual birth is troublesome and yaihful in the

same degrée as is the physical,hirth. In reality, the two births are
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alike. In the beginning it is very diffioﬁlt to enter.into the kineQ
dom, but after being there a short t‘ne exletence necomes dellghtful
just as the bane, after he has been brought into the world ahd hae be-
gun to receive the blessings and Hleasures of,hls metermal ilfe, is
happy to have been born. Looking back at hie;grev;eqe{cohdltlon, the
child realizes how dark and gloomy wais The wo;id frehfﬁhich he came

¥

when he was brought into the luminous world, *;hle 1s also the condi-
tion of the one who has received the. epiritual 1ight whe-nae entered
into the spiritual world and been convinced.- Looklng Beckward, he

sees in what a gloemy world he formerly existed, and he realizes into

what a brilliant world he has been brought. ‘
3

When a spiritual birth has taken place, the condition of the

e

newly born in the spirit is like that of the %abe newly born from the
womb . The child is very easily attracted to'an objee; and he very
quickly becomes attached to it; nevertheless, he reaects it feadlly,
and hates easily what he had at first liked,. Judas Iscarlot like a

child, easily accepted the cause of Christ, buj he also rejected it
\ ,

easily, in the same way that the child's attentlon is readily drawn to
an ohject and lightly diverted from it. ' lMoreover, a chlld readily

becomes- attached to nonsensical , worldly things;, 1n the same way Ju-

das Iscariot was cheated with the world, When, En the contrary, man
reaches his maturity, his love is deepened and maie flrn Peter was

one who reacned his mat#rity; really flrm in hls ]ove he was not
cheated'b¥ the world. E\ } _

K T*}is in this gay that believers who have entereu tﬂlS Causé
\\must perfect ‘themselves. and try to reash theirsﬁaturlfy. Otherw1se,
thh only a slight temﬁtatlon tney feil they,ﬁaver %ﬁev becéme~eepa~

i

——

ratee fyom the Gauss, hhe onLy meanq of ceaghlng th,e snatlon of ma~ i A




qualltioe and splritual moralitiee _ i
The 3LESSED PERFECTIOY likened:man-to'e candlestlck or a
lamp; and belief, Wlth the conflrmation of God to the llaht wlthlr
that lamp The lamp ehoulu have a ehininﬂ'iiphf. It-ﬂae “in “this
sense that Chriet eaia that the tfee ehould be knoan by its fruits.

We uan Juu e tne believers by their

KTurnlng to us our dear Lorq said: )[fj-{ﬁhh ”

_ vo we hoee that on your return veu w111‘he radlane ana
snlning W1th the ilght of the hlngdom You muet be surroundea by such
a light that ell may perceive 1t~ you must be eo Iilled with the
light that everj one w111 bear record to your bfilllancv . The saeet
odor of these fragrant olo some:(ina1eet1ng the nar0135us bloseams on
the table) cannot be ooncealed"- If some people have colde and can not
smell the sweet perfumes of the flowere, there_alwaye others who can
appreciate them._- i | b | |

Pleasures of thisl orld
There is no real nleasure 1n the world and. no.real nawalnese
All the earthly 11easupes and naterial eeJovments are HLt allev:atlons
for pains and an: apheasement of troubles } ~For 1nstance: a man Jeelg'
hunger and is 1n trouble- fooa can abpeaeewthls trouble, and nelthinke

and calle this taking awaj of hie hunger a pleaeure..'.Op; angn; one

suffere with thiret and a dplnk of nure'water rellevee HL eufferings;
this rellef he calls a pleasure, but 1n truth it 1s not a %ieasure
at all. Or a man having 1abored all the day 10ng, fee] very'ﬁeary

-and tlred a llttle repose removee hle wearlness, and this seems to

him a pleasure | 'Yet, in truth none of these en;o;nente are real .

ones, because to him who is not hungny or thlrsty Tood and watsr can
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give no pleasure, and he who is not tired can dérive no pleasure from
sleep, and he who has slept enough would never like to sleep agala, and
the sleep would be to him a trouble instéad of a »nleasure,.

hs we see, there is no pleasﬁre iﬁ the forementioned things,
so pie morsel of bread can satisfy a man and give as much satisfaction
as the most varied foods. “hen one would éleep a single, simple
room can give benefit equal to that of the most'gorgeous palace. be-
ing sure then, that there is no real pleasufe in the material world,
we must seek for the spiritual hanpiness ﬁhich is eVerlaéting. d

Love is a spiritual happiness: it is not an alleviating
pleasure, and man can never hate'it. i K@oWledge isla spiritual plaas-

ure and man is never satiated with it. Faithfulness and fidelity are

-

an

(&

ivine and spiritual enjovments; one who tastes thése pleésures
never have too much of them or become disgusted with them.

(ToGawv, our ﬁaster said many things about the pleasure of
being detached from the world; among them He éaid:) I wish Tor the
happiness and =wrosperity of the believers even in this material world,
but they must not be attracted by it or attached to it. Lxztreme
wealth or utter poverty shonld belequal to then,

liercy of the Divine Bounty.

Through the bounty and favor of God think nothing difficult
or impossible, God is so bountiful that He brings fire out from the
stone; inflamable matter jets out firom the interior of ths earth; cut
of the bhlack dust of the so0il he prodﬁbes beaﬁtifullflowers; rom the
bottom of the ocean he brings pearls and_corals. “Then the light of

His favor is shed upon us the darkness is fled.




Ths diffarent lingdoms,

All things vere created for rman, and wan for lcd, vlan is
Cistinsuished from all othor creations, Thiz is a siecial sroblerm.
There are thiress general c¢leésces of cigationy, - minersal, vegetadls,

and animal, iothins ic outside of these thrée clacses.  The mineral

iz a solid body. Its only ower i thet it has form; its only vir-
tues are ia having this bHody, The vesetable is dlstinguished from

the mineral becavse in addition to the virtues contained in the mniner-
al, it has also the power of growth. | Then comes the aniral knigcon,

vhich noszesses the virtues of the other two kingdems, and in ac.iition
to thew has the feculty of sensation.'- S50 it is evident that the ani-

mal kingdom is 2xcellent ahove the other two. ian , wiio i5 in nart

ey

anlmal, soLsesses all the virtues of the mineral, beciuss-he has &«
poly; he& ressnesses the added faculty df the veretable, grovtihy; he
has the virtuelof the animal kingdom, censation; and, above all, he
wossesses reflective and mental ﬂéwer, by which he understands the

reality of things. Perceiving and reflecting upon visible thinzs,

he realizes the reality of vuniinown things, “Mhen a man _azes ot the
o £ . .

|

eartn he sees it as if it were level, but by his -~ercetion he finds

thiat it is a =lob

w

D

§ This powsr of sercention can nevér he found in
\

tne animal kingdom; Dut man by this wsower can “rove that the sun is
& - -

a
center and that the zlobe and other hodies revolwe arcurd it. This
pover of judiment, possessed only hy.man,,gro§9s_his exbelleﬂce, for
the virtues and faculties of other thinos andusubstdnGSS aive creuted

in man, and, above all, he is given virtues with which the other Xing-

domz are rot sndowed, Ivery thing is for man.
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e speak now in prxamples, as Chriét'sﬁoke in varables. The
world is like a tree: the mineral kingdom.i$ like the root; the veg-

etable kingdom is like the branches; = the dﬁima$aﬁingdbm isrlike the -

blossoms; and man is Iéke unto the fruiﬁ-q}fthat-tree, The tree isiﬁ
but for its fruit. If the gardener-éid1ﬂb€'expect fruit, he would
never piant trees; in the same way evéry fh;ng is for man,

There are two. sides to man. Oéeﬁis diyine,_the.othef world-
ly; one is luminggs, the_b;her dﬁrk; one is angelic, the other dia-
‘bolic, Man is gqﬁél to the animals in all sensuous conditions, for
all animal characteristics exist in him. Likewiser divine and satan-
it qualities are contaiﬁed in man: knowvledge and ignorénce; guid-
ance an¢. error; truth and falsehood: _generosity and avarice; in-
clination towards God and tendency toﬁards éatan; chaétity and u-
rity, corruption and vilenesgs; valor and timidity; economy and évid-

ity good and evil; all are contained in man,

If the angelic side becomes more nowerful and ‘the Givine

)

vower and brighiness surround man, then the second birth tékes'place,
and eternal 1ife is found at thfé s0int, lian bacomes then the noblest
among creatures, On the other hand, if sensuocus qualities surround,
and if terrestrial darkness and.sensuoué jéssions predominate, if they
meet in man only ‘he worldly feelings, if they find him a captive of
evil qualities and fallen into éveflasting &eaih, then such a man is
the basest and most abject among al} creatures. In such & man divine
power does not exist. #? An animal ié'nbt considered unjust ard evil
because of its cruelty and injusticej'for it ié,noﬁ endued, as is man,
with divine qualities; but if man falls into the same evil condition
it is ‘evident that he has nermitted his ﬁhgodly attributes to overcome

the divine ¢ualities with which he was endowed. This shows_ the base-
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ness and meanness that exist in human nature.
Origins of the Manifestations,
Divine favor, like the sun, appears from different dawning
places. In the early dayvs, ths nrophets were the dawning places of

the divine benedictions. . The sun shome from those points, There

were people who, when the sun appeardd, knew Him by His radiance, by

dis favors, by His rays; these were the lovers of thellight, riot the

[

1

0]

lovers of the rising places of the sun, and they knew the sun in Hi

reality because they were not attracted'to the dawning places. Th

@

se
people have always attained.

: Others looked at the‘dawninghpgint only and did not per-
ceive that the 3Sun changed pléces. Fcrjinsiénce, the Jews élways
looked towards loses, and when that Sun@qhahged to the- awning place
of Christ, they were étill looking-at the first Orien;. 50 they were
veil;&. There were others who were the lovers of the light itself.
They had'recogni:ed the Sun in'Hoses{ and ‘they ﬁerceived the rcrezater
raGiance in the Sun of Christ; while the Jews, wholwere alwayvs look-
ing at the 3un of iloses, were deprived of the beaupy‘of Christ.

It is evident then that we husﬁ not look at the dawning
places but at the real sun. The dawning places wvary, but the sun does
not vary. In whatever point it may apﬁear it is. always the sun. Now
all the followe?s of the great religions of the world are veiled be-
cause théy are looking at the old daﬁning places and are not watching
for the coming of the Sun. xour lovef must love you, not your house,.

If he really loves you he will recognize you in whatever house you may
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appear; bdut if he is attached to the house, he will not find you if
you appear in a new house. _Ali nations are worshi»pers of names, not

of realitieém:;.The Jews worshinped the name of Moses, but they knew

him'not."  Christians worshiy a name instead of the truth. Ifohamme-

..dans_worshiy a mzm name, not the truth, Had all been worshipning

h .they would have recognized it easily in any form, so that now

£ them. _
The sun is always fixed in its center; its apparent changes

A

» are Gue to our conditions. In the space of a year the sun rises from

i .one hundred eignty horizon points, which are called the dawning places,

As Ehe sun of the universe has no.risingﬁqr'settihg, so also with the

sun of Reality. Accordaing to our statibn, He;has a rising and a set-
ting, and we have named those points according-to'our own natures,

Ior fx-ﬁple,: the Sun rosa formérly from this dawning place, and the

peopie who knew Him according to His: rising placé fixed their eves up-
on this place{ 'today, when “the Sﬁn rese from a, far distant point, the
dawning was not seen by those jeople who had fized their eves and at-

tention upon the first cencer, and who were coﬁstantly gazing in that

direction,

Man must be thirsty-for-water. | He mﬁst be seeking the pure
water, not the fountain; ‘and hé.must know that the same salubrious
water may gush from different sources, Cne must be a lover of the
fruit, not of the tree. From whatever tree this fruit may come we
must like it. The nightingale loves the flower, in whatever gaﬂden
it may blossom. IThere-are many who have loved fhe jar, not the wine;

they should love the wine in any jar whatsoever.
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Attitude of tlhie People in the Time of the

Anpearance of Divine Manifestations.

Every nation.is looking for a'éfoWisgd One,-of indaed, for
two Lanifestations, Zoroastrians EXgedf two. The Jews expect plias
“and Christ. The ioharmedans expect the Mahdi and .Christ, | Thé
Christians , 1like the Jews, are s8lso exﬁecting Eliaé_ana-Christ. Con-
sequently, every religion is expecting two Hanifestations, one suc-
ceeding the other. Why then did they reject them notwithstaﬁding
their earnest seeking? The Jews, for instance, wefe'eagerly'and ar-
dently awalting the coming of Christ: what was the feason for their
disbelief?¥ for tnere must have been a-reason.'l It was because the
Jews'did not understand-the 0l1a Tesfament. .in;theﬁBihlew Christ was
promised according to-certain signs, éhd the Jews did not recognize thne

ns. They 4id not understand the verses for they tdgk only their

sig
literal meaning; consequently, thev were denrived of an aspreciation
of

the beauty of Christ. For instance, they were ex»ecting the coming
of Christ with sovereignty; they exnected Him to have such nower that

He would overccome Dast and TJest: He was to rule with & rod of iron

- in His hands, and to DHromote and fulfil thb_iaw of lMoses, He was to
come in such & manner that all nations.would be gathered at Zion, wor-
';shipping the God of Israel. Volf and lamb were to drink at tlhie same
1fountain; deer and lion were to feed togeﬁher;- eagle and partricge
é%ouid live in the same nest; ' mouse and serpent should e in the same
hole., These were the sizgns.

<&

At the time of His a pearance not only did the people fzil
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to see Him as & sovereign, but He aid not Gossess ever a span of ground,
'He had no_sword, not even a stick.;"ﬁe did'ﬁot*promplgate the law of
iioses; on the contrary, He broke the Sabbath. Hot only did He fail
to ascend the throne of David; but He had not even a mat on whiclhh te
lie. Not only did justice fail to reign,;but cruelt& was sypread to
such a egree that He himself was drucifiedr: It is not'survrising t
that neople said He was a liar and a false liessiah,

Eotwithstaﬂéing all this, in truth Christ Jdid have sover-
eignty; but it was not earthly; it was heavenly, Hiz rod was His
tongue, the Word of God, that divided right from wrong, believers from
unvelievers, father Tfrom son, Thus“ChriSt]é rod and His sword waaé
dis word. Concerning the promulgatiaﬁ bffthe law of-Mosés,- He did’
spread the essence of that law, As to the3w61f and the lamb,- these
were the people of the Fast and the Jest who, being antagonistic: to
cne another,.were lixe wolvés and 1ambsF _ Through Christ all of them
ware pathered under the protection of the CGosnel and received light
from the same book.

ow see the power of the Word of (od! How we are gathered
together in this one rocm!
he Jews, not understanding these :rohecies, denied Christ.
Tnis is the condition today of other nations. . The Christians do not
understand.the sizns ., They expect that the sun shall be darkened, and
that the mocn shall not give its light.  The stars shall fall from
heaven. Aafter this, the Son of man shail bé seen déécending from
Heavern, riding upon the clouds, attended by hosts of angels.. low is
this pogssible, since it is well understeood that the sky is but an un-

limited space, and not a dome from which Christ could corme? mven

those who are exjecting Christ's descent admit this fact.
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Christ also said: "He whodascended from Heaven can ascend
to Heaven." He said He came from Heaven, and we know that He'bame
from the womb.of Mary. He will come thié time as Hg came before, .

Concérning the falling cf the stars ;. Méﬁy of the stars
are larger than the sun, The sun is a ﬁillion times larger than the
earth, and many of the stars are larger than:the sun. HOW'theﬁ can
they fall wson the earth? It is as if a hundfed thousand mountsains
.should he nlaced upon a grain of ﬁustard.“' Tﬁésé are symbols only.

It is even said that Christ said, "I will come while you are aleening.”
In shite of the earthquake,'in smite of ﬁhe trembliﬁg of the heavens,
in spite of the falling of thé'stars; He séid tha£ the people tould
sleep during His coming!  As conterns tﬁef"heaveﬂs“, there ‘is a spe-
cinl significance, Chrisﬁ vused to séy, "How.I am in Heaven", while
He was still unon the}eafthf Hé vas never separated from Heaven,
that is o say, from His hiﬁhest station,

The sters are Dersons., The nednle who disbelieved in Him

fell f{rom the heaven of the jirevious law. - ' The learned men of high
rank were the store of that heaven, .
Rach sign has a special significance. achh is a symbol,

requiring shecial interpretation.

Chirist re-establishes thé Léw of Moses.

Christ himself.said that whatevér hanpened in the
cycle of Hoses would occur-again in ﬁistﬁiméi, Therefore these ocGur-
ences were reneated, Je can, not say that what ha’pened in the time
of Christ was remaﬁkahle, since the saﬁe had‘ﬁappened before. Eé can
not say that it is extraordinary that the preééhfLSﬁringtime follows

that of last year. We can not say this year that these bdlossons are.
NS AXRAR '




14,
kzxs useless because the same ones appeared last soring. The last
spring gave out its henefits, and summer,-autumn; and winter followed.
If a new spring did not come to the world everything would die. In
every spring time there will be repeated ?hdt has hanpened in nrevious
gpring times,

If you gather topgether all the teach1ngs of Christ they will
not exceed ten azes. If wou gather to*ether the teachlnra of "the
BLESSFED PRERFECTION  they will exceed s;xuy or seventy velumes, Those
of Christ have no new laws, excent the regulation about divorce. Those
of the 3L333ED DPHERFRCTION contain mmnﬁ instructions. The great-
est teachings of Jesus Christ aré such as these: 1love your enemies;
bless those who curse you and revile yoﬁ;_ when struck on the right
cheek turn the left. 0f course, these commands are right, and what
is contained in the world can not qqualvthémfin value; but these in-
structions refer particularly to individuals, and do.not deal with
nztions, ‘They are personal, not universal. - . Those of the BLZEIIGE
CERFECTION are for all nations, like the injunction for universal
neace, althoughﬂeveﬁ“theseuawply to individuala as well as to nations,
The instructions of Christ were heard by but few persons, and they
were not fulfilled during His lifetime . There were really eleven per-
sons who believed, although Chrigtians themselves say that. there were
a hundred and twenty. The teachings of the;.BLESSED PERFECTION
were spread throughout the world &uring‘His lifetime. Jesus Christ
himself did not see Quring His 1life the fulfillmént of His commands,
for He alone fulfilled them in His time; but;the fulfillment of the
numerous commands of the BLISSZE PRRFE CTION commenced’during His

time and was witnessed by Him.
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The reputation of Christ did noffextend from Nazareth to
Acca, and it was not until after His ascension that His doctrines
spread. “The reputation of the BLESSED :?ERFECTION extended through- :
out the world, -Jesus Christ did not send a letter even to the chief
of a village} the BLE3ISED . PERFICTION. sent letters o all the kings

of the earth, The BLESBED PERFHCTION Iaﬁdréssed:Napoleqn with

1

great power, plainly stating that his_kingdom'shoulq;bé takén'away
from him, (Reference is here made'tofﬂap61§0n III.)

The ten commandments were saﬁetioned'by.Jesus'Ghrist, and
His first order was, "Go and fulfil ﬁhesé:comméhdmehts“._ .ﬁhen one of
the rich men came saying, "I want to he one bf your disciples," Christ
told him to follow the ten comﬁandments; the rich man said that he
kne# them and that he would like something sunerior to them. 5o
Christ said, "Ge and give all thy wealth. to the poor", The rich man
pondered over His words, and went away because he could not give up

\

his riches. Afterwards Christ said: "It is easier for a camel to

"pass through the eve of a needle than it is for a »ich man to enter

the Kingdom of Heaven." We see here that Christ renewed the ten com-
mandments,

There are two general gpd princinal classes of divine teach-
ings, One is spiritual, and pértainé te the moralities; this is the
fundamental basis of the divineilaw;,unohangéable and unalterable,
which has been reiterated and renewed.inﬂthé_cycle of evéry nrophet,
Its commands refer to justice,_;fu;hfulness, compassion, faith, love
of God, self-devotion, self;ségpifibe,stéﬁﬁTastness,_including all -

divine and merciful attributes. This is the unchanging and unmoving
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law of God. '

: ,,’R‘.

The second class of u1v1ne teachlngs rq-

material and deals
with behavior, sucn as divorce, tne commandments: :he vay of WOPShlu—

ping. A1l theﬂe conditions have chanred 1n the cyel of everv 3ronh-

et. The character of divine soverezvnty ha no change or trahsforma-
Tl Hl‘ i
tion, but the organlzatlon and admlnlqtratlon cnange dontlnually

This is why Jesus Christ said: "I came not to aestcov tne 11w but to

fulfil it." At the same time thepe a“e cond1t10n° tlat are chan reable,

Capacity.

Our Lord gave many oeautlful examples ,oncernln “eu] ca-

pacity, some of wnich are as follows f"”here 1q an“attﬁact1VP Jower

in everything in the 'world, which ia'ca11ea the 085 15111t¢ o e
ing the power of grogféssi L§bk_ét tﬂlS lam; and conqlder 1tq real
condition. ﬁhen everv'materia1=of'1t aﬁ the bowlf the g]aqs the’
oil, and the wick have been gatnered chether bleg require a hand to
put a flame to it and to light it un,’ so fGWhlﬂg a neal lam>. ‘hat

is the mower that attracts the hanu to llgnt 1t“ ; It is the ca,acity

of the lamp itself. “inen tne soil i' “1owed and the s

2

4

al.re e(‘i‘.

D
jo

e sca

"J

in it a capacity is created wllch attramts the SMOWPT of the nercy of

God,

50 I hore that you will érow_day-by day :in capacity, so as

to receive more and more of the divine'blessinmsﬁ @Eﬁiﬁ cajacity comes.
but by being detached from the world and by Ameing attraoted to God with

5
Y

a hearty inclination for His Gauﬂe.-

By being severed from the Jorld I do ‘noti"mean holdinz:in

s |
contempt the things of the world, for civilization and education are

the means of :rogress; but I mean that one must not attach his heart



i?.
to the world._. There have beéen some who havé had the capacity of re:
ceiving the divine plessings, but, not bheing detached from the world,
they at last became cold in“the service of God.l The people will sure-
ly blame you and deride yom, scorning you:; but these are but instru-
ments whibh will cause the'blessings of God to be bestowed unon you.
They will attract to you the divine dlessings.

Lookx at the life of Jesué Christ and His disciules. All
those revilings of them were but the divine graces., That crown of
thorns, »laced upon Him with such dreadful derision, was a crown of
honor., That crown has abased and humiliated the crowns of all the
govereigns of the world. Those curses and insults were transforrmed

into these bells pealing to His honos and in His name.

000000GON0GCo00000

Concerning an interview betveen a Zoroastiian believer and
two ‘merican helievers this forenoon, our Lord said: SJoroastrians l
denied Christ for nineteen hundred vears, de have tried to convert

the Zoroastrians to a beliefl in Jesuvs Christ, and still the Christians

are not satisflied with Us
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TALKS BY ABDUL BAHA - APRIL, 1904 (Notes by Sigurd Russell)

Wednesday, April 13, 1904

Whenever the heart is happy, the atmosphere is good, no matter
what or where the place may be., During the days of the Blessed
Perfection, had they offered us the glories of the world we would not
have changed them, because the Beloved of the world was here.And now,
as our prison abode is in the path of GOD, we like it better than any
other place in the world, as my heart is happy and at rest when I
endure difficulties in the path of my TLord.

People whose idea is to gain benefit from this world, endure
great hardships, work hard and bear all sorts of troubles - even
sometimes, too, they give up family and comforts = yet at last they
have only a material and transient blessing which is not a lasting
reward, Another, caring for fame and the commendation of the people
of the world, will risk life and limb in traveling to foreign lands,
and even endeavor to reach the North Pole, in search of something
which will cause the people to praise andk mention him; But of what
use is this mention and fame? In a few years kis he is forgotten and
his fame is supplanted by that of another,

We are seeking heavenly and everlasting benefits, blessings and
fame which fade not away, and for these bounties we are ready to cast
away our lives and sacrifice everything. ¥or this reason, the atmo-
sphere, weather, water and climate are suitable and comfortable, be-
cause we are in search of a heavenly discovery and are happy to bear
all trials for the sake of attaining our end.

If we have a beautiful garden, with one small narrow gate and
desire to enter therein, we will not mind the difficulties eBncounter-
ed in passing the gate when we inhale the fragrance of the flowers
and see the beauty of the garden; for, it is the garden we desire,
not the gate,

When & child is born into this world, the pain of birth is very
severe, but this pain is a great gift to both parents and child, be-
cause through it the parents obtain a child and the child obtains the
opportunities of living and gaining knowledge in this spacious world.,

Wherefore, the trouble one has in severing his heart from this
world is a great blessing in reality; but as a newly hatched bird has
difficulty at first in accomplishing its flight and after a little
practice finds it easier to scar aloft into the regions of light,
leaving the earth and all its hardships far below, s0 man must be.

For example, the saints of GOD could never have attained saint-
gship had they not suffered and been tried, even unto death, in this
world, Thus, when trials come, let us bear them and widen our breasts
that in the end we, perhaps, may become the saints of GOD.

Abdul Baha here turned to Madam J., and said: "Some thoughts come
to your mind which make you very sad, but do not let anything make you
sad and do not let things of this world attract you. Sometimes you
feel that your friends are faithless, but remember that GOD is a friend
that can be relied upon and He is faithful and true, and He alone is
to be implicitly trusted.



Notes by
TALKS BY ABDUL BAHA - APRIL, 1904, at ACCA Sigurd Russell
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In speaking of the kings and queens of earth, Abdul Baha said:
"Their glory is but temporal and mortal, for they are but rulers of
this ephemeral sphere, where all things change from day toc day and
finally pass away entirely: But the women and men who in the time
of a divine Manifestation come forward to acknowledge and believe
in Him become real kings and queens, whose reign, glory and dominion
are immortal, For example, Mary Magdalene was the daughter of a
farmer and but a peasant; yet, today her name is known and renowned
throughout the world, because in His day she accepted Christ and
went forth to serve Him,"

When asked concerning the station of the"Bope" who recently
departed this life, he sasw unswered: "His condition there, in the
world of Xk spirit, is the same as it was here. While here, his
eyes were not opened to the real spiritual light, neither did he
comprehend the real Truth of GOD. Thus, wien he left the earth,
his spiritual eyes were not opened, neither his spiritual ears. He
occupied a great and exalted station in this world, inasmuch as he
was chosen and elected by men to be a mediator between them and GOD.
Therefore, it was human and not divine. Let us consider a little
the difference between his life and the life of Christ. Jesus, the
Son of GOD, walked barefooted in the wilderness without a place to &
lay His noly head: His shelter was the canopy of heaven, His lamp
the stars, and often His food consisted of the grasses of the fields
or uncooked corn. He was without friends or money, arrested and
taken vefore officials, beaten and spit upon and debased (as far as
those who witnessed H:s treatment wapeconcerned) yet His election
and calling were of GOD. His glory and diginity consisted not in
the opinion of men, but in doing the Will of His Father in heaven.
And, though He was nailed to the Cross, His divine head crowned with
thorns, today His name is revered, His memory held sacred, His glory
fills the earth and His divine Sonship is acknowledged by the whole
world, because He was chosen by GOD and not by men. But tge"Pope"
while upon this earth lived in the Palace of the Vatican, surrounded
by every comfort and luxury, dressing in the most beautiful garments
and softest of raiments, aleeping upon beds of ease, partaking of
the daintiest of food, wearing a crown of gold upon his head, and
was often carried upon the shoulders of his cardinals., He was wor-
shipped by the people and called “Holy Father," but even now, though
he has been dead but a short time, the world is already busy with
the new "Pope" and he is nearly forgotten, and after a little no one
will mention him at all, for his election was of earth, his appoint-
ment was by man, his dominion terrestrial and temporary, nis glory
earthly and his dignity but the false idacof the people,

Thus, think of the difference between him and Christ, and you
will see that the fame of the "Pope" was of short duration, while
that of Christ is eternal. A8 a man, the "Pope" was very good to
his people, but he was a human being, without divine inspiration,
and therein consists the greatest difference between Him Whom GOD
called His Son, and the man whom the people called "The Holy See," "



_ Notes by
TALKS BY ABDUL BAHA, AT ACCA, APRIL, 1904 Sigurd Russell

April 15th.

Nedame J, ®aid that at times her heart became very sad, and
Abdul Baha answered:; "Yes, I know, and the more you think to know
the reason the less you can solve the problem. But I will tell you -
GOD has created man after His own image; therefore, He has created
his condition to be divine, and his real happiness, cheerfulness,
wealth, dominion and power, must all be of divine origin, and if he
will turn elways to the Kingdom he will be in happiness and contente
ment, Man erroneously thinks his happiness comes from the world
and for that reeson he is always unhappy a&nd in difficulty. Tor ex-
ample, & men in poverty thinks if he were rich, he would be happy,
but after attaining wealth he still finds himself unheppy and often
in the very depths of sadness, Therefore, man thinke his heppiness
is from this world and. what it contains, while GOD has created him
in such manner that his happiness must come from the Kingdom; that
isg, he nmust find joy fpom the spiritual worlde 1 have been in prison
and chains, and was never happlier than at that time, because I know
no happiness can come tc me from anything this world hae te offer.
Therefore, when I was in prison for the sake of GOD my joy was, and
is now, beyond words., The things of the world are transitory and
passing add will scon vanish, but turn to COD and you will receive
heavenly joy and blessings which will never become dimmed,"

Madame J, asked: Can our friends see us from the spiritual
world? '

Abdul Baha answered: "O0f course, they can see us and know
everything we are doing, for that i%® the world of real sight and
sense, "

When one leaves this sphere, will he ever return?

“No: No one ever returns here, for this world is a school where
the soul of man learns its first lessons in spirituality, and if he
leaves this place without having learned his lessons sufficiently,
the time is past and the opportunity lost; for the evolution of GOD'S
plans waits not for man. When one enters the other world, he sees
and knows so much that is now hidden that this world seems but a dark
and narrow prison from which he has escaped, As a bird frecd from h
the cage desires not to return there, so the soul of man freed from
the body has no inclination to return to ites close confines again,

but loves to soar upward, nearer and ever nearer unto the Perfection
of GOD,"
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ARDUYL BAHA'S DREAM ABOUT ANZNICA

Bxtract fran & lstter Ly Amna Wataon
ARk, October 15, 1904

Onn morning at early ten Abdul Baha told us that hs hud
a drass zbout Lssrion. lio suld thot thore wers muny sincere,
ournsst wuuls there. s suld that iIn hio dream he thought e
s in w lurge reoom with & mumbor of the Perslons (naming than}
aad othars of the touchers tharae 'Thona told him that thore
wore mwmy aurnsst Yellsvars in smarica, but that they wers fur
apart and all playing on differont instrurants se that thoey
did nov play bn harzenys Abdul Tuha sald, "I will geo wvhat 1
orn ¢o. Finding ono, T %0ld him to sbuy undil T brought othore
10 him, bul whon I cuma huok with anothar, thae first kad zone
daewsy, pliping on hie Inctrunmte And so 1% win, 1 could nover
gat them topethere®

He added, "When I awoke, I wis very tirede"

Higz Be aguld che hopsd hae would droerm again thut all wers
united, and he smiled.
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ABDUL BAHA'S DREAM AROUT AMERICA.

One morning at early tea Abdul Baha told.us that he had
asdream about America. Hélcsaid dtHat.tthere wewwy sincere earnest
souls there, He said that in bis dreai he though he was in a
large room with w number of the Persians (naming them) and others
also of the teachers there., These told him that there many earnest
belivers in America,.but that they were far apart and all pluying
on different instruments, so they did not play in hurmony,

Abdul Bsha said,I will see what I can do. Finding one, I told
him to stay till I brought others to him,, but when Iicame back
with another, the first had gone away, piping on his instrument,
And so it was; I’could never get them together,"

He added, "When I awok, I was very tired,"

lliss T, Baid she hoped he would dream again that they were
all united, and he smiled,




- gaergt Fhem & l.etter Wil tten Doty 15 191&4.' from’ Perela., by
~Miss Eliza.beth Stewart to her a.unt llrs Brittmgham

"One feels sick over the awful elaughter of human\beinga
which has to take place before the werld will be at peace. It
recalls something that l[irza. Azziz' 'llah K.he.n told us | some time

ago, sbout. when he was 8 child, and being :I.n the presence of

the Bleaaed Perfection with his’ fa.th,ex_', “the martyr,_.?argha,-

“ when the Manifestation told the follewing'(].[ix_‘.-za. Aziztot'llah e

Khan's father had often referred to it, also,):-

"Baha'u'llah said, when this awful war was over, there
will be en entirely new orga,nization of the world, Reiigion
will be entirely destroyed and no religion will prevail, But the
peoples will soon find that this will not do and they whll begin
to look around for a religion, 'All religions ;vill‘be inveeti-

gated and at last the Baha.i Re?elation will be accepted, and all
the world will accept it,"

TFrom a__"l—a_,g.nd_ (gyoy)
Call the maidservants of the Merciful to love, hamony,

um.ty, oneness,’ spirituality, meekness and obedience, and to
the service of ome anothery Thus,' each may become the eervant

of the other; nay, rather, glory im service! N

Until such Divim Attributes become manifest from the
reality of humanity, the Great Peace will not be realized;
the Sun of Truth will mot dawn from the horizon of spiritual
and material peace, the Kingdom of God will not be established
in the Center of the Universe, the Fountain of Life will not

- be streaming, and the east and west will not %be enlightenedd

-

| ('Bignéd_):' ; AhdulBaha Abbas,
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Notes of & conversation with the Master.
Teachings given by him on April 30th, 1904,
A copy of this, after having been read over and re-translzted into
Persian to the Master by one of the ladies, was sent, by his desire,
to Mrs. Cole in New York, who had written & question upon thiz
subject.
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sciousness of the individual who falled to atteln the life of the

Spirit here, --- as it 1s stated in Mr. Phelp's bock.

The Master replied that this was not rightly expressed {i.2s.,
in the book referred to). It is not meant that after physical
death those who are dead spirituvally will cease to exist; but, as
existence in the mineral kingdom is dead and lifeless in comparison
with the life of a man, so different 1s the condition of those who
have not attained to spiritual life, from that of those who are
truly alive. An ignorant,material man and a2 truly intelligent man
are both living - but, how different is their life! Compare, also,
the holy, spiritual man who gives up his whole life for the improve=
ment and uplifting of humanity, and the one who lives only to
destroy and degrade mankind. e.g., compare Peter whose whole heart
was full of the love of God, and Caiaphar.

HRRAERERANAEEXFFRREAARAT RN RN
We need not understand in their literal sense the descriptions

of hell fire used in the New Testament. In one sense, these

Closw BT F2Y

Ay



passages may he taken as an 1llustration of the lowest material
condition of remoteness from God into which man may sink.

God 1s absolute Mercy and Love and He never puts souls into
this condition. This state of deprivation from God is their
punlshment, but God does not inflict it upon them.

What a deprivation it 1s to the blind not to be able to see ths
sun! What a deprivation to the deaf not to be able to hear! If
we could imagine a child choosing to remain unborn and in the wonb
of his mother, what could possibly be a greater deprivation than
this for him? A boy who refuses to study and will not use hisn
opvortunitles for education, will not be at all conscious of his
loss until he has reached maturity.

-==00000== -

From notes taken down by E. T, Rosenberyg.

Dear Mr, Chase:

I must please beg of you to use these notes with the greavest
discretion, - on account of the reasons I gave vou in my last
letter, and in accordance with the Master's expressed wish,.

(signed) E. T, R,



Notes of Sigurd Russell taken of the Words of Abdul Baha
during his visit to Akka, April 1904.

In speaking of the kings and queens of earth, our
Lord (Abdul Bsha) sailds

"Their glory is but temporal and mortal, for they are
but rulers of this ephemeral sphere where all things change
from day to day and, finally pass away entirely; but, the
women and men who in the time of a divine Manifestation come
forward to acknowledge and believe in him, become real kings
and queens whose relgn, glory and dominion are immortal.

For example, Lary lMagdalene was the daughter of a farmer and
but a peasant, yet, today, her name is known and renowned
throughout the world, because in His day, she accepted Christ
and went forth to serve Him."

When asked concerning the station of the "Pope" wiwc
recently departed this 1ife, Abdul Bahe answered:

"His condition, there, in the world of spirit ie the
game as 1t was here. While here, his eyes were not opened
to the real spiritual light neither did he comprehend the
real truth of God. Thue, when he left the sarth, his spir=
itual eyes were not opened =~ neither his spiritual ears,

He occupled a great and exalted station in this world, inzs-
much as he was chosen and elected by men to be a mediator
between them and God. Therefore, it was human and not Adivs
1116

"Let us consider a little, the difference ebtween his
lmfa and the 1life of Christ. Jesus, the Son of God, walked
barefooted in the wilderness without a place to lay his holy
heade Hils shelter was the canopy of heaven, his lamp, the
stare and often his food consisted of the grasses of the
field or uncooked corn. He was without friends or money,
arrested and taken before officisls, bea&ten and spit upon
and debased (as far as the opinion of those who witnessed
his treatment was concerned) yet his slection and calling was
of Godo His glory and dignity consisted not in the opinion
of men, but in doing the will of hls Father in heaven: and,
though he was nailed to the cross, his divine head crowned
with thorns, today hlis name is revered, his memory held sacw
red, his glory fills the earth and his divine sonship is ac-
nowledged by the whole world, because he was chosen by God
and not by men.

"But the "Pope" while upon this earth, lived in the
Palace of the Vatican, surrounded by every comfort and lux-
ury, dressing in the most beautiful garments and softest
of raiments, sleeping upon beds of ease, partaking of tho
dailntiest of food, wearing a crown of gold upon his head,
and was often carrisd upon the shoulders of his cardinals,

Vel



Page 2. (S, Russell ﬁotes),

He was worshipped by the peopls, and cazlled “Holy Father' but
even now, though he has been dead but a short tims, the world
is already busy with the new "Pope" and he 1is nearly forgotben
and after a 1llttle no ome will mention him at all, for his
election was of earth, his appoiantment was by man, his doanin-
ion terrestial and temporary, hls glory earthly and his dige
nity but the false idea of ths psople. B

"Thus, think of the difference betwsen him and Christ
and you Wwill see that the fame of the "Pope" was of short
duration, while that of Christ iz eternal. As a man, the
"Pope" was very good to his peopde, but he was a human being
without divine inspiration, and thersin consists the grestest
difference between Him whom God callsd His Son, and the man
whom the people called "The Holy See."

Akka, April 14, 1904.

- ——— ey -y s

Wadame J« said that at times her heart became sad, and
Abdul Bsha answered:

"Yos, T know and the more you think to know the reascn
the less you can solve the problem; but I will tsll you -
God created man after His own lmage, therefore, He has crsat-
ed His ocondition to be divine, and his real happiness, chosr=
fulnessa, wealth, dominion and power = must all be of divins
origin, and if he will always turn to the kingdom, hse will
be in happiness and contentment., Man erronsously tainks
his happiness comes from the world and for thatl reason, he is
always unhappy and in difficulty - for example, a man in pov-
orty thinks if he were rich, he would be happy, but alftsr ate-
taining wealth he still finds himself unhappy and oftesn in h
the very depths of sadness. Thersfore, man  thinks his hap-
piness is from this world and what 1t contains, while God has
created him in such manner that his happiness must coms from
the kingdom - that is, he must find Jjoy from the spiritusl
world. I have been in prison and chalns, and was never
happier than at that time, because I knew no happiness can
come to me from anything this world has to offer. Therefors
when I was in prison for the sake of God, my joy was and is
now, beyond words.

"The things of thls world are transitory and passing

and will soon vanish, but turn to God, and you will receivs
heavenly Joy and blessing which will never becowme dimmsd.

Madame Je. aBked- Can our frisnds see us from the



Page 3. (Russell Notes)

spiritual world? Abdul Baha answerads

"Of course, they can sse us and know everytning wo
are dolng, for that 1s the world of real sight and senss."

"When one leaves this sphere, will be sver retura?"

Abdul Bahas "No, no,one never returas hers, for this
world 1s a school where the soul of man learns 1ts first lec-
sons in spirituality, and if he leaves this place without
having learned his lessons sufficisntly, the time is past and
the opportunity lost,~ for the evolution of God's plane waits
not for mane When one entsrs the other world, he sses and
knows so much that is now hidden, that this world sesms hut
a dark and narrow prison from which he nad sscapede As a
bird freed from a cage desires not to return hers, =o the
soul of man freed from the body has no inclination to return
to 1ts close confines again, but loves to soar upward, noar-
or and ever nearer unto the perfectioa of Goda."

AkXka, April 15, 1904,

—— T N

"Whenever the heart is happy, this atmosphers is good
no matter what or where the place may bo. During the days
of the Blessed Perfection, had they offered is the glories
of the world, we would not have changed them, because the
Beloved of the world was hereo. And now, ag our prison abode
is in the path of God, we like 1t better than any othsr vlace
in the worid, as my heart is happy and at rest when I endure
difficulties in the path of my Lord.

"People whose idea is to gain benefit from this
world, endure great hardships, work hard and bear all scriso
of troubles - oven sometimes too they give up family and come-
forts, yet, at last, they have only a material and transient
blessing which is not a lasting reward. Another, caring
for fame and the commendation of the pesopls of the world,
will risk 1life and limb in traveling to foreign lands and
sven endeavor to reach the North Pile, in ssarch of sometiing
which will cause the people to praise and mention him; but
of what use 1s this mention and fame? 1In a few years ha
is forgotten and his fame is supplanted by that of anothsr,

"We are seeoking heavenly and everlasting benefits,
B lessings and fame whlch fade not away and for thess bountiss
we are ready to cast away our lives and sacrifics sverything.
For thls reason, the atmosphere, weather, water, and climate
are sultable and confortable, because, we are in searcih of a



Page 4. (Russell Notes)

heavenly dlscovery and are happy bo bear all brials for the
sake of attalning our end.

"If we have a beautiful garden, with one small, nabdrow
gate and desire to enter therein, we wlll not mind the dAiffée
cultias encouniered in passing the gale winen ws inhals ths
fragrance of ths flowers, and ses the beauty of the garden;
for, 1t is the garden m@ we desire, not the gats,

"When a child is born into this world, the paln of
birth is very severe but this pain is a great gift tc boi:z
parent and child, because through it, the parent obbtains a
chlld and thas chlld obtains the opportunitfes of living and
zaining knowledge in thils apaciocus Wworids

"Wherefore, thes trouble one has in severing nis neart
from this world is a great blsasing ia reality, for it esuasblas
one to attain the realityes of the 1life everlasting; btul, a
newly hatched bird has difficulty in at first accomplishing
its flignht but, after a 1litils practice, finds 1t sasy to sear
aloft into the reglona of light, lsaving the sarth and all
its hardships far below = so main must bee

"For exauple, the sainbts of God could never havs sl
tained saintship had they not silffered and been tried, sven
unto death, in this world. Thus, whan trials come, lsit us
bear them and widem our breasts that In ths end we, verians;
may bacoms the saints of God."

Abdul. Beha hers turned to Madame Te and sald:

"Some thoughts come to your mind which make you vary
sad but do nol let kkmm anything maks you cad and do not let
things of this world attract you. Somebimas you fesl thai
your friends are faithless - bul, remsubser that God is a
friend that can be relied upon and He is faibhful aud tius
anid He alone, is to be implicltly trusited.”

Axlkay, Apiil 13, 1904,



ABDUL BAHA'S DREAM ABOUT AMERICA.

Extract from a letter by Anna Watson, Akka, Octobexr 18, 1904.

¢ s 0 ddee 08 TE YN

One morning at early tea Abdul Baha tol? us that He had
a dream about America. He said that there were many sincere, earnest
souls there. He said that in His dream He thought me was in a large
room with a number of the Persians, naming them, and others also of
the teachers there. These told Him that there were many earnest
believers in America, but that they were far apart, and all playing
on different musical instruments, so thay did- net play in harmony.
Abdul Baha said, "I will see what I c¢an do. TFinding one, I told
him to stay wntil I brought others to him, but when 1 came back with
another, the first had gone away, piping on his instrument. And so
it was; T could never get them together."™ Ie added, "When I awoke,
I was very tired."” |

Miss B. sald she hoped He would dream again that they were
21l united, and He emiled.

~==0000000==~
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Feb.6,I004. Different Uniting T'owers.

The existent world needs a uniting power to connect nations,
There are vari&% uniting powers in the world. One is patriot-
ism, as in America, whefe people from different countries anited
and made a nation. Anéther means of union is war; as when two
nations unite to make war upon a third. A third uniting power
is self-benefit, as is seen in trade or commerce. A fourth means
of union is that furnished by ideals; different nations and
different peoples having one aim or intention, unite.

Yet all these are ineffective and perishable. Theonly
uniting power which can connect all hearts and last forever is
faith in God and love for Him, This is the only enduring power,
the one that never perishes, ‘

Suppose our presentlstate and the condition of the
disciples of Jesus Christ:- When we remember them we are
touched and moved by their love. iWhen we think of Abraham we are
touched by his love¥ It is this power of love that connects us
with Abraham of old and with the past.

I hope(®aid our Lord) that the connecting power of the

Xingdom of God will unite all the nations of the world. This is

Jur hope.

~~~~~

Praise of the Persian Believers,

Once the Persian believers had such great love for each

other that each wished the other to talke possession of his wealth,

24 BT



Feb.6,1904. Change iﬁ Seasons.

Whatever there is in the world of contingency is a symbol 6
of the spiritual world. Whatever there is in the earth is a
symbol of heavenly things. For example:- in the spiritual world
there is light of guidance, in the outer world there 1is the
lamp, its symbol. In the divine world there is love, symbolized
in the material world by magnetism, So there are four seasons
in the perishable, outer world, spring, which brings the veget-
ables, refreshes the animals and promisss fruits; summer, which
charges the trees with fryits; esees then follows the autumn, =a-3%
after whiciz comes the winter, when the trees are bare and empty,
Such is also the condition of the spiritual world which has its
four seasons, spring ,summer, autumn and winter,

When Jesus Christ gppeared it was the last days of the
winter-time, when the people, who are the trees of the %ﬁvine
garden, were deprived of their fruits, that is, of their %ivine
characteristics and givine moralities. As nature needs a spring-
time to f£ill the garden with flowera and fruits, so the spirit-
ual nature needs a spring-time to revive the treesy It was
through the manifestation of" Jesus Christ that this spirituzl
spring-time began. Summer followed witﬁ its fruits, and, later,
autumn came; winter followed, and the trees were naked,-that is,
the people were without their Divine qualities. So again it
became necessary that a new springtime should ccme,

To-day people know of Jesus Christ His name; His name

without His realities or His qualities. Knowing only the name



of the lamp, they repeat it constantly, utterly unaware of the
use of fhe lamp,and that it should give light.

In olden times there wgé ax hero, a valorous man, whose
history is always being told in the public houses and in the
coffee-rooms of Egypt. People who are in the habit of gathering
in these places repeat the history of thisn hero, tellipng how
courageous he was. While they were spending their time in this
way, praising their old hero, the English took their country in

ten moments .



Tranquility.

Light.

Teaching,

Stray thoughts at the dinner table,

When the spirit is tranquil the body is at ease,

It does not matter for the light whether the
érystal is pure or not, but it is better that seh

both be pure, the light and the crystal. The crys-

- tal may be'bfoken but the light will still exist,

All taaching and knowledge are inclosed in the
soul of man, because his soul encompasses every-
thing.® To study means to try to bring them to X
light. For 1hstance:-'@he-flowers, fruits, leaves
are cbntained in the seed, and with the heat,
light,and gdil, the fruits are manifested. The
figﬁre is contained in the mirror, but the mirror
of itself has not the power to reflect Xit, It
needglpﬁlééhihg in order to give out a perfect
reflleci.:.ion.' Even in this wall the possibility
exists of_é reflection, but it needs polishing
to bring out the reflection., So study is polish-

ing.

There are many people in Persia who are illiter-

ate, but who are able to guide wise and learned men. Knowledge

and sciences are like waters gathered from pools and cisterns

for the irrigation of the soil; the confirmations of God are like

rainfalls_and-shotgranghY_Bhould.one'gather-ﬂaterfrom pools

| RECN . )
when € pure water is obta1nab1e? Unless one’s mind be concent

rated on the cause; one can not receive assistance from God.



Feb.?,IQO@. Beginnings of Belief.

The first entrance into light and into belief is extremely
difficult. The spiritual birth is troublesome and painful in the
same degree as is the material birth. In reality the t\wo Dbirths
are alike. In the beginning it is very difficult to enter into
the kingdom, but after being there a short time existence becoms§
delightful; just as the'babe, after he has been brought into
the world, and has begun to receive the blessings and pleasures
of his material life, is harpy to have been born. Looking back
at his previous condition, the child rezlizes how dark and
gloomy was the world from which he came when he wa- brought into
the luminous world, This is also the condition: of him who hac
recelved the spiritual light,rﬁgs enterad into the spiritual
world and been convinced. Looking backward, he sees in what a
gloomy world he formerly existed, and he realizes into what a
brilliant world he has been brought.

When a spiritual Birﬁh:has taken place, the condition of Xk
the newly-born 1n'tnefapifiﬁ is like that of the babe newly-
born from the wqmb;.The~ch11d is very easily attracted to an
object, and very-qﬁickly becomes attached to it; nevertheless he
rejects it reaany, ‘and hates easily what he had at first liked,
Judas Iscariot, likﬁ.é child, easily accepted the cause of Chri#t
but he also rejected ;t easily, in the same way that the child's
attention is readiljfdfaﬁh to anything, and lightly diverted

from it. Moreover, a child readily becomes attached to nonsens-



ical, worldly things; in the same wav, Judas wes chezted wlth
tne world,

When, on the contrary, man reaches maturity, his love 1is
daeepened and made firm. Thus Peter was ®ne whnor reached his

maturity. Really firm in his love,he was not cheated by the

world.
It is in this way that believers who have entered this

cause must perfect themselves and try to reach their maturitl,
Ctherwise with only a slight temptation they fail, they waver,
they become separated from the cause. Theonly means of reaching
this station of maturity &;e to fulfil the commandments; to try
to obtain divine qualities and spiritual moralities,

The BLESSED PERFECTION 1likened man to a candlestick, or
e lamp; and belief- with the confirmation of God- to the light
within that lamp. The lamp should have a shining light. It wasz
in this sense thnat Christ said that the tree is known bﬁ its
fruits. Ve can judge the believers by their deedé,

(Turning to uslour dear Lord saldi)

So we hope thgt on your return you will be radiant and

shining with the light 4f the Xingdom, You must be surrounded
by such a light that all may percelve iq:[gbu must be so filled
with the light that every one will bear pecord to your brillian-
cy. The sweet odorlof these fragrant gﬁ::;z;% (indicating the
narcissus blossoms on the table) cannot be concealed. If some

people have colds and cannot smell the sweet perfumes of the

flowers, there are always others who can a;preciate them,
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Mercy of the Divine Rounty,.

Through the bounty and favor of God think nothing daifficult
or impossible. &od is so bountiful that He brings out fire from
the stone; inflamable matter jets out from the intericr of the
earth; out of the black dust of the so'l he produces beautiful
Tlowers; from the bottom of the ocecn he brings pearls and

corals. When the light of his favor is ghed upon us the darkness

Reo-
= fled.



eb.8,1904, Pleasures of this world,

There is no real pleasure in the world and no real heppi-
ness. All the earthly pleasures and material enjoyments are but
alleviations for Tiwe pain and an appeasyment of the troubles,
For instancey man feels hunger and is in trouble} RQ ths food
may appease this trouble, and he thinks and calls this taking
away of his hunger a pleasure, Cr again one suffers with thirst,
and a drink of purelwater relieves his suffering, and this re-
lief he calls a pleasure; yet in truth, it is not a pleasure at
all. Or, a man having labored all the day long, feels very
weary and tired; a=& a little repose remdves his weariness, and
this seems to him a pleasure. Yet, in truth, none of these

' hanan
enjoyments are real ones, because to ¢ who is not hungry or

"

thirsty, food and water can give no pleasure} =& he who is

P

not tired can derive no pleasure from sleep; and he who has

slept enough would never like to sleep again, ami—=he sleep

would be to him d%rouble instead of a pleasure.

As we segﬁfgere is no pleasurerix in the forementioned
things, so, one morsel of bread can satisfy a man and give as
much satisfaction as the most varied foods, When one would
sleep, a single'simple room can give equal benefit with the mos
gorgeous palace. Being sure, then, that there is no real »leas-
ure in the material world, we must seek for the spiritual

happiness}which is everlasting and without end.

Love is .a spiritual. happiness,’ and :is no




Yrarehee

pleasure; wnd man can never hate it, IInowledge is a spiritual
pleasure, man is never satiated with it¥ Faithfulness and

fidelity are divéne and spiritual enjoymentsj one wno tastes

b]
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asures camn never nave too much of them, or become

disgusted with them.

To-day our Master sald many things about the pleasure of
being detached from the world and among them said,- "I wish
for the happiness and prosperity of the believers even in this
material world; but they must not be attracted by or attached

to it. Extreme wealth or utter noverty should be equal to them,"
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Feb.8 1904. The different Xingdoms,

All things were created for man, and man for God, kan is
distinguished from all other creations. This is a special prob-
lem. There are three general classes of creations,- mineral,
vegetable and animal. Nothihg is outside of these three classes.
The mineral is a solid body. Its only power is that 1t has form;
its only virtues are in having this body. The vegetable is dis-
tinguished from the mineral because)in adition to the virtues
contained in the minera%Jit has also the power of growth.'Then
comes the animal kingdom, which posseéses the virtues of the
other two kingdoms, and in addition to them N has the faculty
of sensation., So it is evident that the animal kingdom is excel-
lent above the other two. Mawmy who is in part animal, possesses
all the virtues of the mineral because he 1s a body; he possesses
the added faculty of the vegetable, growth; he has the virtue
of the animal kingdom, sensation; and, above a2ll, he posses=es
tne reflective and mentalm powe¥, by which he understands the
reality of beings; perceiving and reflecting upon visible things
nhe realizes the reality of unknown things. When a man gazes at
the earth he sees it as if it were level, but by his perception
he finds that it is a globe. This power of perception can
never be found in the animai kingdom; and man by the means of
this power, can prove'that the sun is a center and that the gixk

globe and other bodies revolve around it. This power of judgment

possessed only by man, proves his excellence; fo¥ the virtues
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and faculties of other things and substances are created in man,
and he is given, above all,?irtues with which the other king-
doms are unendowed.

Everything is for man.

(We speak now in examples as Christ spoke in parables. The
world is compared to a tree: the mineral kingdom is like the
root; the vegetable kingdom is like the branches; the animal
kingdom is like the blossoms; and man is likened to the fruit
of that tree. The tree 1s but for its fruit. If the gardener
did not expect fruit he would never plant trees; in the same
way everything is for man.)

There are two sides to man. One is divine, the other world-
ly; one is luminous, the other is dark; one side is angelic,
the other diabolic, Man is equal to the anima%in all sensuous
conditions, for all animgl characteristics exist in him. Like-
wise divine and satanic qualities are contained in man. Know-
ledge and ignorance; guidance and error;-truth and falsehood;
generosity and avarice; inclination towarda God and tendency

w0 a.QMu
towardy satan; chastity and purity arg corruption and vileness;

A
valor and timidity; economy and avidity; good and evil, All &are
contained in man,

If the angeiic side becomes more powerful and the divine
power and brightness surround man, then the second birth tzakes

place and eternal life is found at this point. Man becomes then

the noblest among the creatures. On the other hand, if sensuous
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gqualities surround and terrestrial darkness and sensuous
passions predominate, iflihey meet in man only the worldly
feelings; if they find him a captive of evil qualities, and
fallen into everlasting death, then such a man is the basest
and most abject among all creatures, for in him divine power
does not exist. An animal is not considered unjust and evil
because of its cruelty or injustice, for it is not endﬂgﬁfﬂas
is man, with divine qualities; but if man falis into the same
evil condition)it is evident that he has permitted his ungodly
attributes to overcome the divine qualities with which he was
endowed. This shows the baseness and meanness that exist in his

nature.
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Feb.8,I904, Origins of the Manifestations,
Divine favor, like the sun, appears from different dawning
places. In the early days the prophets were the dawning places
£ \\
of the divine benedictions., The %un shone from those points,
1 ", 1 Q 1 2 2
There were people, who,when the iun appeared, knew Him by His
radiance, by His favors, and by His rays; these were tlie lovers

L

f Kight, not the lovers of the rising places of the Sun, and

(@)

they knew the 3un in His reality because they were not attracted
to the dawning places. These people have always attained.

Others looked at the:dawning point only, and did not per-
celve that the Sun changedlﬁlace. For instance, the Jews always
looked towards lioses; and when that Sun changed to the dawning
place of Christ, they were still looking at the first orient;
so they were veiled. There were others whox were lovers of the
Bight itself., They had recognized the Sun injioses,and they per-
ceived the greater radiance in the Sun of Christ,; while the Jews,
who were always 1ooking'at the Sun of Moses, ﬁere deprived of
the beauty of Christ. It is evident then that we must not look
at the dawning placeé but at the real Sun. The dawning places
vary, but the Sun does not, In whatever point He may appear He
is always the Sun. Now all ihe followers of the great religions
of the world are veiled because they are looking at the old
dawning placeq,and are not watching for the coming of the 3Sun.

Your lover must love you, not your houce. If he reaé& loves



you he will recagnize you in whatever house you may appear, but
if he is attached to the house, he willinot find you if you appear
in a new house., All nations are worshippers of names, not of
realities, The Jews worshipped the name of loses, but they knew
him not. Christians worship a name instead of the truth; Moham-
medans worship a name, not the trutht Had all been worshipping
ﬁhl.c;utb)they would have recognized it easily in any form, so
that now they would be united in faith and no diversity would
nave a;peared among them.

The sun is always fixed in its center; its appérent changes
are due to our conditions, In the space of a year the sun rises
from one hundred and eighty horizon points, which are called the
dawning places. As the sun of the universe has no rising or
setting, so also with the Sun of Reality. According to our sta-
tion He has ﬁrising and a setting, and we have named these
points according to our own natures. For example; the sun rose
formerly from this pmXmkx dawning place (indicating a point),
and the people who knew Him according to His rising place, fixed
their eyes upon this place; to-day, when the Sun rose from a far
distant point, the dawning was not seen by those people who had
fixed their eyes aﬁd attenfion upon the first center, and who
were constantly gazing in that direction.

Man must be thirsty for water; he must be seeking the pure

ﬁater, not the fountain, and he must know that the same salub-
rious water may gush from different sources. Cne must be a lover

Y
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of the fruit, not of the tree, From whatever tree this fruit may
come, we must like it. The nightingale loves the flower, in
whatever garden it may blossom. There are many who have loved

the jar, not the wine; they should love the wine in any jar

whatsoever, y
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Feb.Q,IQOQ. Attitude of the people in the time
of the appearance of Dlvine Manifestations,

Every nation is looking for a promised One, or; indeed,
for two Manifestations. Zoroastrians expect two. The Jews ex-
pect Elias and Christ. The lMohammedans expect the Mahdl and
Christ. Consequently every nation is expecting two Manifestationg
one suceeding the other. Why then did they reject them not_with -
standing their earnest seeking? The Jews, for instance, were
eagerly and ardently awaiting the coming of Christ, What was the
reasdn for their disbelief? fo¥ there must have been a reason.
Tt was Besause the Tews did not undsvstand the 014 Testament.
In the Bible Christ was promised according to signs, and the X
Jews did not recognize fhe signs. They did not understand the
verses, for they took only their literal meaning; consequently,
they were deprived of an appreciation of the Beauty of Christ.
For instance, they were expecting the coming of Christ with
sovereignty; they expected Him to have such power that He should
overcome Fast and West; He should rule with a rod of iron in His
hand, and promote and fulfil the law of Moses. He was to come
in such a manner tﬁat all nations would be gathered at Zion
worshipping the God of Isrgel. Wolf and lamb should drink at tle
same fountain; deer and lion should feed together; eagle and
partridge should live in the same nest; mouse and serpent should
be in the smx same hole. These were the signs.

At the time of His appearance not only did the people fail



to see Him as a sovereign, but He did not possess even a span of
ground, He had no sword, not even a stick. He did not promulgate
the law of Moses; on thh contrary, He broke the Habbath. Not
only did He fail to ascend the throne of David but He had not
even a mat on which to lie. Not only did justice fail to reign,
but cruelty was spread to such a degree that He Himself was
crucified. It xk is not surprising that people said He was a
1iaf and a false liessiah.

Notiithatandiné all this, in truth Christ had sovereignty;
but it was not earthly, it was heavenly. His rod was His tongue,
~-the word o God, that difided right from wrong, believers from
unbelievers, father from son. Thus Christ's rod and His sword
was His word. Concerning the promulgation of the law of loses:-
He did spread the essence of that law. As to the wolf and the
lamb,~ these were the people of the Fast and the Vest, who,
being antagonistic to ome.another, were like wolves and lambs,
Through Christ all of them were gathered under the protection of
the Gospel, and received light from the same book,

Now see the power of God's word! How we are gathered
together here in this one room!

The Jews, not understandiﬁg these prophecies, denied Christ.
This is the condition to-day of other nations. The Christians do
not understand thie signs, They expect that the sun shall be
darkened and the moon shall not give its light. The stars shall

fall from heaven. After this the Son of man shalﬁbe seen des-

cending from Heaven, riding upon the clouds)attended by hosts of

‘7
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angels. How is this possible, since it is well understood that
the sky is but an unlimited space, and not a dome from which
Christ could comef Even those who are expecting Christ's descent
admit this fact.

‘Christ also said;"He who descended from Heaven can ascend

to Heaven." He said He came from Heaven, and we know that He &

Mf?
came from the womb of Mary. He will comé this time as He

ﬂ-—ﬁ—‘ ?I
7l

came before,

Concerning the falling of the stars: Many of the stars are
larger than the sun, The sun is a million times larger than the
earth, and many of the stars are many times larger than the sun,
How then can they fall upon the earth? It is as if a hundred
thousand mountains should be placed upon a grain of mustard,
These are symbols only. It is even sald that Christ said)"l will
come while ybukrefaleeping." In spite of the earthquake, in
spite of the trembling of the heavens, in spite of the falling
of the stars, He said that the people could sleep during His
coming. As concerns the "heavens"} there is a special signifi-
cance..Christ used to say "Now I am in Heaven" while Hehas still
upon the earth. He was never. separated from Heaven, that is to
say, from His highest station.

The stars are persons. The people who disbelieved in Him

fell from the heaven of the previous law. The learned men of

high rank were'the atars in that heaven.

Zach sign has a particular 51ganlcan¢e. Each is a symbol

requlring special interpretatlon.



Feb.IO§ 1904. Capacity.

'Goncerning e real capacity, our Lord gave many beautiful
examples, some of which are as follows: There is an attractive
power in everything inlthe'wqud, which is called the possibil-
ity of receiving the poﬁer 5f progress, Look at this lamp and
consider its real 6ondition: when every material of it,as the
bowl, the glass, the oil and the wick‘égz;éAEQEhered together,

they require a hand to put a ﬁiame to it and to Jight it up, so

 forming a real lamp. What is the powerjgwhich attracts the hand

to lignt 1t? It is the capacity of the lamp itself. When the x
soil is plowed and the seed scattered in it, a capacity is
created which attracts the shower of the mercy of God.

So I hope that ybu will grow day by day in capacity, so as
to receive more and more bf the Divine blessings, ﬁnﬁthis
capacity comes Egquy being detached from the world, and by be-
ing attracted to God.fiihia hearty inclination to His Cause.
| By being severéd.from the world, I do not mean to hold in
contempt the things_df'fhe world., For civiﬂgtion and education

are the means of progress; but I mean that one must not attach

/7.

his heart to the world. There have been some who \had the capac-

ity of receivihg thg Diviﬁe bleszings, but not teing detacied
from the world,-they'becamé at last cold in the service of God.
Ehe,{boﬁle will surely blamg and deride you, scorning you, out
these are the-instrumenté which will cause the blessings of God
to be bestowedr upon';gu.'They willkmtract to you the Divine
blessings. R



Look at the 1ife of Jesus Christ and of His disciples., All
those revilings of them were but the Divine graces. That crown
of thorns, placed upon Him with sugh dreadful derision, was a
crown of honor. 3o that crown has abased and humiliated the
crowns.of all the soverelgns of the world. Those curses and
insults were transformed into these bells pealing to His honor

and in His name.

—— e = . e —

Concerning an interview between a Zoroastrian believer and
two American believers during this forenoon our Lord said:
"Zoroastrians denied Christ for nineteen hundred years. We have
¢3ié—+0-convertqﬁhe Zoroast}ians to a beliefl Eg'Jesus Christ and

still the Christians are not.y=h satisfied with us.



Feb.I0, I904. Attitude of the people in the
| time of the Divine Manifestations. (continued)

Christ re-establishes the law of Moses.

Christ himself sald that ﬁhgtever happened in the cycle of
lloses would 6ccur agaih in His time. Therefore these occurences
were repeated. We cannot say that what happened in the time of
Christ was remarkable, since the same had happened before, Ve
cannot say that it is extréordinary that the present springtime
follows that of last year. We cannot say this year that these
blossoms are useless because the same ones appeared last spring-
time. The last spring gave out its benefits, and summer,autumn
and wintef followed. If a new spring did not come, the world
would die. In every spring-time there will be repeated what has
e—wiagrb—tems happened in previous spring-times,

If you gather together all the teachings of Christ they
will not exceed ten paées. If you gather together the teachings
of the BLESSED PERFECTION, they will exceed sixty or seventy
volumes. Those of-Christ have no new laws, except the regulation
about divorce. Those of the BLESSED PERFECTION contain many
instructionS,Thg greatest teachings of Jesus Christ are such as:
Love your ehemies; bless those who curse you and revile you;
when struck on the right cheek turn the left@9e¢=u

Of course these commands are right, and what is contained
in the world cannot equal them in value. But these instructions

refer particularly to individuals, and do not deal with nations.
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They are personal, not universal. Those of the BLESIED PERFECTION
xxXax are for all nations, like the injunction for universal
peace; although even these apply to individuals as well as to x
nations. The instructions of Chri&t were heard but by few per-
sons, and they were not fulfilled during His life-time. There
were reglly eleven persons who believed, although Christians
themselves say ;here wére one hundred and twenty. The teachings
of the BLESSED PERFECTION were spread throughout the world
during His life-time. Jesus Christ himself did not see, during
His 1ifg)the fulfillment of His commands;for He alone fulfilled
them in His time. But the fulfillment of the numerous commands
of the BLESSED PERFECTION commenced during His time, and was
witnessed by Him. _

(You must be so filled with the Holy Spirit that you your-
self may solve ;;t-problems.l

The reputation of Christ did not extend from Nazareth to
Akka, and it was not until after His ascension that His doctrines
spread. The reputation'of the BLESSED PERFECTION extended
throughout the world. Jesus Christ did not send a letter even to
the chief of a villaée; the BLESSED PERFIICTION sent letters to
all the kings of the earth. The BLESSTD PERFICTION addressed
Napoleon III withg greaf'power, plainly stating that his kingdom
should be taken away from him. |

The ten commandments were sahctioned by Jesus Christ, and
His first order was,"Go and fulfil these commandments". So that

7
disciples", Christ told him to follow the ten commandments,:]he

whnen one of the rich men came saying)“l want to be one of your
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rich man said that he knew them and would like something superior
to them. So Christ said "Go and give all thy wealth to the poor",
The rich man pondered over His WOPdS,and went away because he
could not give up his riches. Aféerwards Christ said,"It is
easier for a camel to ﬁass through the eye of a needle,thanjit is
for a rich man to enter the Xingdom of Heaven", We see here that
Christ renewed the ten commandments.

Ther are two general and principal classes of divine teaéha
ings. One is spiritual and pertains to the moralities; this is
the fundamental basis of the divine law, unchangeable and unalter-
able, which has been reiterated and renewed in the cycle of every
prophet. Its commands refer to justice, truthfulness, compassioﬁ,
fa;th, love of God, self«devotion,aelf~sacrifice,Asteadfaatness,
vé:::f5including'all.divine and merciful attributes. This is the
uncﬁanging and unmoving law of God.

The second class is material and deals with behavior, such
as divorce or the commandments, the way of worshipping, etc. All
of these conditions havé_changed in the cycle of every prophet.
The character of Divine sovereignty has no change or transforma-
tion, but the organization and administration change continually,
This is why Jesus Christ said;"I came not to destroy the law but

to fulfill it". At the same time there are conditions that are

changeable.
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HE IS GOD!

All the believers in Kashan were weeping and mourning. Here,
there were fathers and mothers patliently witnessing the agony of their
beloved sons, who were drenched in the blood that gushed from wounds
inflicted by the hand of tyrahny; there, there were sons and daught-
ers, who with tearful eyés, afflicted minds, but grateful hearts,
yere following the executioners,who in the midst of the crowd were
taking fkmix pure and innocgntifathers to the scaffold to be behezded .
bacavse they believed in_puf God, manifested in the person of Bana'
Wllah. In one part of_thé'city there was great clamor, noisy
lauguter, and malicioué mefrimen£ amongz irreligious people and cruel
infidels,who were surrounding a firm, sincerec, and steadfast believer,
Under his black, heavy chain he walked in the center of the crowd,
slow of step, strong of foot, with a heavy, throbbing, but thankf{ul
heart, a pale but spiritual face, downcast eyes, and with smiling lips
that were nmurmuriag praiseg of Mim who was presenting the sweet, over-
flowing cup of mawtyrdom in Fis path.

What was the caﬁse of the laughter of the malignant crowd,
tiiat -was urging on the executioners to phe performance of the duty of
their office? Some of the“peapie had addressed the captive with
mockery and derision, saying: "If your faith is a true one, ask your
God to save you:" . These sneers and revilings had reminded the suf-
ferer of the words in the New Testament concerning the Crucifixion;
and, in sincere and innﬁcéht.iﬁ{tétion of His Holiness Jesug Christ,
he nsd answered: "I ask and pray God not for ny 6wn safety and free-
dom, but for your deliverance. 0 God, forgive .them!"

Instead of being made ténder'or gentle or sympathetic
toward so pur%hearted a.séﬁl;.ﬁhd.people had turned his words into
ridicule. They had begﬁn'fo;léﬁgh and to clap thedr hands, saying:



"This wen wants to intorcede with God for us! lie is a crimingl, and
e claims to be an intercessor!”

The uproar increased, The peonle srew more cruel, more
aerclless, cursing and Deating this patient and woenderful soul, who

ng that they were delaying the moment of his execution , called

=
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Le thne chilel of the executlioners and whispered to him tlese words;
"I knuw of & burlied treasure, hidden in the ground, whicl: I will tell
you abvut in my last moment if you widl hasten to parform your auty.

Zut I nust not meke Known the secret until I see the sharp dagner

(AR

ready to Gescend and set me free from my pa "

]

1

111,

althicughh tlie executioner did not renlly Lelieve or trust tiiic
Sromiee, the burning desire to possess grant wesltl impelled him to
Gisperne the people who Wwere swarming around them, and to hasten e
tie pluce of martyrdom. There, turning to tie heliever, he whigper-

G in his sar:
"iell, nere is your last moment, tell me what you promised."”

"I will," said the believer,“but there is still a cliance

-
3

[reedom, Tor it is possibie that a new order may come Trom the govern-
or to sat me Tfree, or to put me again into prison, I can not reveal
the secret until no hope is left of my life.”

The executioner gave nim the last cup of water,, ani then |,
turning angrily upon him, said:

"Well, there is nc longer any hope for you! Youm are to be

behended this very moment, What are you waiting forg"

i according to the Persian custom a zlass of water is

civen to a person whe is just about to be beheaided.
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ABDUL BAHA'S DREAM ABOUT ANIRIOA.

Extraoct from & lotter by amns Tatoon,
Lkxka, Qotober 18th, 1804

One morking a;t eﬁrly tea Abdul Bahs told us that he
had a droam about Americas ie said there were many sincers
oarnest souls theres He sald that in hls dream he thought ho
wvas in a large room with a mmber of Persians (naming them) and
othors also of the teachers there. Those told him that thore
were meny earnea£ believers in America, but that they weore far
apart and all pla.y-ing-bn different musical instrumonts, so that
they did not play in harmony,

Abdul Basha saldt "I will soe what I can dos Finding
one, I told him to stay until I brought others to him, but “hon
I came back with anbthex' the £irst had gone away, piping on
hisg instruments And @o it wass I could nover got them to-
gother,”

Ho addeds “hen I awoke, I was very tirod.®

Miss. B, sald sh_e'hoped ho would drean again that
they were all united, and he smilod. |

LA B7
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bi?farent Unlt{pg Poweru.;.

The exlstent world needs =z uﬁltln& ﬂower to connect/natlons
There are varhous uniting powers in the world.  One is patriotism, as
ih Lmerica, where pébple from differentlobuﬁﬁ?iéé_have,uniteq and made
a nation, Anothér means of union is=war QS-whaﬁ iwo nations unite
to makenwar'uﬁcn a third A third unitlng WOWBP is self-henefit, as
is.seen 'in traae and.commerce A :bdfthjmeans of union is that fur-
nished by ideals, different nations or &ifﬁeréﬁt'ﬁeaples having one
aim or inténtioh unite, Al these unlting zgwa?S are ineffective and
perishable} fhe only uniting pover which.Cah'ébﬁnéci all hearts and
last forever is faith in God and love for Him. Thislis'the only en-
during power, the onse that never nerishss.

'Cdnsider_our present state and ﬁhe condition of the disci-
ples of Jesus Christ: Whén 7 e rememaer them we are touched and moved
by their love; when we think of Ab"ahdm we.afe touched by his love.

It is this power-of_love that connects_us with Abrahamgpf old, with

the -ast .

I hone that the connecting power of love of the Kingdom of
God will unite atl the nations of the world. . This is Cur hope.
Once the Persian helievers: h&u such great 1ove for each

oﬁner that each w13heu the other to take poqses°1on oP his wealth,

Change in Seasonr.
Whatever there is in the morld of GonulﬁanCV is a symbol of

the snpiritual world; wnateer there is on. the earth is a symbol of

heavenly things. For ezample:--- in the u:krltua! ‘world there is the

wa

His



1ight of guidance, in the outer world there is the lamp, its symbol;

in the divine world there is love, symbolized in the material worid Wy

magnetism. S50 there are four seasons in the perishable, outer world:

‘spring, which brings the vegetables, refreshes the animals, and »Hrem-

M

ises fruits; summer, which charges the trees Nluh fruitz: then fol-
lows the sutumn, after which comes the winter, when the trees are dars
and empty. Such is the conditicn of the spiritual world, which nas
its four seasons, spring, summer, sutumn, and winter,

“When Jesus Christ appeared, it was the last days of the vin-

a
W
[
Q
W

ter time, when the people, who are the trees of the div
deaprived of their fruits, that is, Ofﬁmhgirldivine chgracneriﬁaitm and
divine moralities. As nature needs a shring timef%o.fevive the *»ees
g0 the spiritual nature needs a spring time to flll thp garden with
flowers and fruits. It was through the manifestation of Jesus (nrl
that this spniritual spring time began; summer followed with its frulits
and, later, autumn came; winter followed and the. trees ﬁere naksd,,
that is, the neople were without their divineLQualitiesf iSo again, -F
became necessary that a new spring time should come .,

Today, neople know of Jesus Christ His name,His name withocut
His realities or His qualities. Knowing only the name of the lamp,
they repeat it constantly, utterly unaware of the use:bf.the lamp, aud

that it should give light.

In olden times there was a hero, a valcorous man, whose his-

4 PP, - . . A . . 1 = o I
tery 1s always being told in the public-houses and in the coffse-rocm.
of 2gynt. People who are in the habit of gathering in thets nlaces

~2peat the nistory of this hero, telling how coeursgeous he was.

bt =]
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ile zhey were spending their time in this weay, praising their cld

hero, the Inglish tcok their courtry in ten momeunts,



Stray Thoughts at tne Dlnner Table

Tranquility, When the spirit is tr an0u11 uhe body is at ease,

Lignt. It does not matter for the llght?whether the crystzl is

pure or not, but it is better that both be pure, the light and

the crystal. The crystal may become broken but .the light will

Teaching. All teaching and nnowleupe are encloeed in the soul of
man, because his soul encompasses evefvthing _ Totstudy means to
try to bring them to light. For *nstance- . the flowers, friits,

diffi

Samé

leaves, are contained in the seed, and with the heat, 1ight,,and
soil, the fruits are maniﬂested;*' THe?figure.is dbntained in the
mirror, but'thé mirror of itse 1f hss not the wuwe; to reflgct it.
?olishing is necessary in order to give out a perfeut f?flePth“.
Luven on shis wall there exis tv the POos 515111tv of a reflect ion,
but it needs polishing to bring Quﬁ”@he%neflection.'" So study iz
wolishing, o k
There are manv mecple in Tersia i who are llllterate, but who
. to guide wise and lcarned men. Anowleupe and Sciences are

water gathered from pools and cisterns for the irrigation . of the

vhe confirmations of God are like rainfalls and showers. Iy

11d one gather water fromp PoNls when the pure water is obtainable?

Unles:s cre's mind Le concentrated oh the Cause, one can not receive

3eginnings of 3elief,

T o

fhe first entrance into light ands to belief ig extremely
cult, The spiritual birth is troublescme and 22infvl in the
degree as is the physical birth. ~In reality, the two births are
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alikse, In the beginning it 1is very difficult fo entef into the king-
dom, obut after being there a short tiﬂe-existence.beGOmes delightful;
just as the babhe, alter he has been brought into.the world and has be-
gun to receive the blessings and pleasures'of his materiai life, is
happy to have been born. Looking back at hislﬁrevious condition, the
child realizes how dark and gloomy was the wofld from which he came
when he was brbught into the luminous world. This is also the condi-
tion of the one who has received the spiritual light, who has entered
into the spiritual world and heen cOhfinced.-_ Lboking backward, he
sees in what a gloomy world he formerly existed, and he'realizes into
what a brilliant world he has been brought. !

‘then a spiritual birth has taken piace, the condition.of the
newly born in the spirit is like that. of the babe newly born from the
womb . The child is very easily attracted to an ooject and he very
guickly becomes attached to it; neverthelessu he rejects it readily
and hates easily what he had at first liked, TIJudas Iscariot, like =a
child, easily accepted the cause of Christ, bui he also rejected it
easily, in the same way that the child's attenéion ié readily drawn to

an object and lightly diverted from it. Moreover, a child readily

becomes attached to nonsensical , worldly things;. in the same way Ju-

das Iscariot was cheated with the world, YVhen, c¢n the contrary,. man
j

reaches his maturity, his love is deepened and male firm, Peter was

one who reachned his maturity; really firm in his love he was not

cheabe&‘b¥ the. world. {

o {

It‘la in this vuy that believers wlhio 1ave enteneu thl° causeg
must perfect themselves and ury to reash their naturl,y. Otnerw1se,
with only a slight temptation they fall, they waver, they beccome sepa-

\ - ~ - "\ I'! : b1 2 :
ated from the Causs. The only means .of realhing this station of ma—
. . EJRC T ' i * v AT A e 5 :
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turity'are to fulfil the commandments and to try tc bbfaih @iv;n.
qualities and spiritual mcralities. | -

The 3LESSED PERFECTION likéned man-;b a caﬁdlésticr cr a
lamp: and belief, with the confirmatién'Of_Goé, to the light within
that lamp, The lamy should have a shiﬁiﬁé lightr It was in this
sense that Christ said that the tree éhoui@fﬁézknbwn5by {ts fruits,
We van judge the believers by their deedgi |

{Turning to us our dear Lord said:)

30 we hope that on your return you will be radiant and

shining with the light of the Kingdom. = You must be surrounded by such

’_I

a light that a2all may perceive it; you must be so filled with the
light that every one will bear record to your bfilliancy. The sweel
odor of these fragrant blossoms [in&icating thé narbissus blossoms’ on
the teble) cannot be uvoncealed. If some ﬁebple havé colds and can not
smell the sweet perfumes of the flowefé, ﬁhere always others who can

appreciate them.

Pleasures of this Torld.
There is no real pleasure in the world and nc real happiness,

All the earthly nleasures and material enjoyments are but alleviations

for pains and an appeasement of troubles, For instance: a man feels
hunger and is in trouble; food can appease this trouble, and he thiinks
and calls this taking away of his hunger a pleasure. Or, again, ons

suffers with thirst, and a drink of pUré water relieves his sufferings;
this relief he calls a pleasure, but, in truth, it is net a pleasure
at all, Or a man, having labored all the'déy long, feels very weary
and tired; a little repose removes his weariness, ah& this seems to
him a pleasure. Yet, in truth, none of these enjoyments are real

ones, because to him who is not hungry or thirsty food and water ca



give no pleasure, and he who is not tired can derive no pleasure from
sleep, and he who has slept enough wouid nefer like tq sleep again? and.
the sleep would be to him a trouble instead éf.a pleaéure. |

i4s we see, there 1s no pleasure in the forementioned things,
so ane morsel of bread can satisfy a man and gife as much satisfaction
as the most varied foods. When one wduld sleep a single, simpls
room can give benefit equal to that of the most gorgeous palace. Be-

ingz sure then, that there is no real pleasure in the material world,

Fl

we must seek for the spiritual happiness which is everlasting.

&

Love 13 a spiritval happiness; 1% is not an alleviating

pl
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asure, anG man can never hate it, Knnwledﬁe is a spiritual plees-
ure and man is never satiated with it, = Faithfulness andﬂfidelity are
Givine and spiritual enjoryments; one who taétes these ?1easurés can
never have too much of them or become disgusted with them,

(ToCGay, our liaster said many things about'the p]easufe of
being detached from the world; among them He said:) I wish for the
happiness and »rosperity of the helievers even in this material world,
but they must not bhe attracted by it or attached to it. LZztreme

wealth or utter noverty should be equal to them.

leroy of the Divine ZDounty.

Through tihe bounty and favor of Gad think.nothing difficult
or impossible,. God is so bountiful that He brings fire out from ths
stone; inflamable matter jets out from the intefior of ths eertii; .cut
of the black dust of the soil he produces béaﬁtiful flowers: from the
bottom of the ocean he brings pearls and corals. ‘‘hen the light of

-

His favor is shed upon us the darkness is fled.

i



Ths diffarent Kin;@oms

All things vere created JOﬂ-m in, &nd rant for - God, ilan is
Cistinzuished from &ll othar creations, Thiz is a stecial robler.

Thare are tiwras general clesces of creations, ~"minersal, vesetahls,

and animal, nothing L6 outsicde of thesc thirce classes.,” The minersl
iz a solid body. Ita only »ower iu thnat it hwas forny its only vir-
tues are in hiaving this bHody, The vezetadble is dlutlr'; she:d from

the mineral becauvse in addition to the virtues contained in the rniner-

-

al, it has also the po~er of srowth. Then comes the aniral knigdom,

vhich nossesses the virtues of the other two Kingdens, and in aﬁ&ition

s evident that: the ani-

| s

to them has the fzculty of sensation.” 5o it

mal kingdom ig 2xcellent ahove the other t?o. -~ ian wito i5 in p=rt

] ? e

animal, jousesses all the virtues of the minersl hect u " he: nwu @

poly; he roosesses the added facultry of the vesetuble, growth; he

has the virtue of the animal kingdom, nensation; and, above all, h=

nessesses reflective and mental —owrer, by which he understands ‘the

reality of things. PYerceiving ana reflectine uaron visihle thinzs,
he realizes the reality of unknown things, when'a man azses ot the

eartin he sees it as if it were level, but by his ?erceW£ion e finas
that it is5 a 3lobhe. This powsr of sercention can never e found in
tne animal kingdom; but man by this »ower can »rove that the sun is a
center and that the slobe and other 30Cies'revdlve arouna it. “his

woer of judoment, posgessed only by man, roves his excellsnce, for

the virtues and faculties of otlwer thiinos and substonces e crented
in man, and, above all, he is rsiven virtues with vhich tihwe other %i:'-

[

domz are not sndowad, Lvery thing ia for nan,



7e speak now in pramples, as Christ spoke in parables. The

world is like a tree: the mineral kingdom is like the root; the.veg—
etable kingdom is like the branches; 'thé dﬁimal kingdom is like the
blossoms; and man is like unto the fruit of that tree, The tree is
but for its fruit. If the gardener.did not expect fruit, he would
never plant trees; in the same way évery'thing is for man.

There are two sides to man. One is divine, the other world-
1y oﬁe is luminous, the other dark; one is angelic, the other dia-
bolic, lian is equal to the animals in all sensuous conditions, for
all animal characteristics exist in him. Likewise, di#ine and satan-
ic qualitiss are contained in men: knowledge and ignorance; guid-
ance anG error; truth and falsehood: ;géherosity and avarice; 1in-
clination towards God and tendency towafds Batan; chastity and nu-
rity, cecrruption and vileness; valor and timiﬂiﬁy; econony and .avid-
ity pood and evilg all are contaiﬁed in man,

" If the angelic side bhecomes mbre'powerful andfﬁhg Givine
power and brighiness surround man, then £h3 second birth takes nvlace,
and eternal 1ife ig feund at this point. iian becomes then the noblest
among creatures, On the other hand, if sensuous qualities surround,
and if terrestrial darkness and sensuous passions predominate, if they
meet in man only the worldly feelings, ifithey find him a captive of

evil dualities and fallen‘into everldstihg death, then such a man is
the basest and most abject among all creatures. In éuch a man divine
pover does not exist. ® An animal is not considered unjust ard evil
because of its cruelty and injustice, for it -is mot endued, as is mau,

with divine guali

ct

ies; but if man falls into the same evil condition
it is evident that he has nermitted his ungodly attributes to overcome

the divine gualities with which hée was endowed. This shows the base-
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appear; but if he is attached to the house, he will not find you if
vou appear in a new house, Ail natibﬁs are worshinpers of naﬁes, not
of realities. The Jews worshipped the name of ioses, but thé&‘knew
him not. Christians worshiy a name instead of the truth. Mohamme- .
dans worship a mEr name, not the truth., Had all been worshi—ning
The trﬁth they would have recognized it easily in any form, Sﬁ that now
they would be united in faith and no diversitylwould have a)jeared:
among them.

The sun is always fixed in i@é center; -its apparént changes

are due to our conditions. In the épace of a year the sun rises from
one hundred eighty horizon points, whichlare called the dawping nlaces.
As the sun of the universe has no rising or setting, so alé5 with the
sun of Reality, Accoraing tof our station, He has a rising?andﬁa set-
ting, and we have named those points éccordinglto our own ratures.
For example,: the 8un rose formerlf:from this dawning plape, and the
people who knew Him according to His rising nlace fixed their eyes up-
on this nlace; today, when the 3un rose from a far distant point, the
dawning was not seen by those people who had fized their'éyes and at-
tention upon the first cencer, and wﬁo were conétantly gqginé in that
direction. ' : '

Man must be thirsty for waﬁer. . He muct he seéking thie pure
water, not the fountain; and he must know that the samersaltbrious
vater may. gush from different sources. One must be a lover -of the

N o B R
fruit, not of the %re

w

i From whatever tree this fruit may come we
must like it, The nigntingale loves the flower, in whatever gaitden

it may blossom. There are many who have loved the jar, not the wine;

i< 4
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they should love the wine in any jar whatsoever. s
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Attitude of tlie Peonle in the Time of the

Appearance of Divine Manifeststions.

Every nation is looking for a Promised One,. or indeed, for

two Lieanifestations.. Zoroastrians exoect two, .The Jews expect Elias
and Christ. The iohamnedans expect the Mahdi and Christ. The

Christians , like the Jews, sre also expecting Alias and Christ. QCon-

sequently, every religion is expecting two lianifestations, one suc-

ceeding the other, oy then did they reject them notwithstoanding
their earnest seeking? The Jews, for instance, were eagerly and ar-

dently awaiting the coming of Christ:; what was the reason .for their

disbelief? for there must have been a reason. It was becauze the
Jewrs did not understand the 01ld Testsment. In the Bible, Christ was

promised& according to certain signs, and the Jews did not recosnize the
signs., : They 4id not understand the verses for they.todk only their
+*tQF31IN91W1n:; conzequently, theyv were Geprived of an a-nreciation
of the bheauty of Christ. For instance, they were exnecting the coning
of Christ with sovereignty; they ex»ected Him fo have such newa: that

ile would overcome Tast and Teat:

]
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was to rule with a rod of iron

in His hands, and to promote and fulfll the law of lioses, He was to
come in such a manner that all qﬁtlon woLlu we gathered at Zion, wor-
snipping the God of Israel, Jolf and lamb Were to drink at the game

fountain; deer and lion were Lo feed together; eagle and nertricge

T d
shiould live in the same nest: mouse and serjent should be in the same

hole, These were the sizns.

At the time of His as-searance not only did the nso:le fzai
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to see Him as a sovereign, but He did not possess even a span of ground,

He had no sword, not even a stick. He Gid not Hromulgate the law of

riloses; on the contrsry, He broke the Babbath. Hot ohly did He fail
to ascend the throne of David, but He had not even a met on which to
lie. Not only did justice fail to reign, hut cruelty was spread to
such a degree that He himself was crucified. It is not sururising t
that neonle said He was a liar and a false liessiah,

rotwithistanding all this, in truth Christ 4id have soveér-
eignty; but it was not earthly, it was hesavenly, His rod was His

tongue, the Jord of God, that divided. right from wrong, believers from

unvbelievers, father {rom zon. Thus Christ's rod and His sword wanme
dis word, Concerning the sromulgation of the law of I kioses,~ e did
spraad the essence of thint law. A8 to the wolf and the lamb,- thecze

rere the jeo0nle of the last and the Jest who, being antagoniztic to

one @nother, were like wolves and lambs. Througlh Christ all of them

untier-the rotection of the Gosmel and recelved lisht

10w see the ower of the jord of od! How we zre
together in this one rocm!?

The Jews, not understending these srogshecies, denied Chirist,

A
This 1is the ccndition today of othe» nations. The Chrl itians do not
understand the si ns. They exsect that Ithe_sua snall be darkened, an
that the moon shall not zive its lizht. The stars shall fall from
iteaven. ~fter this, the Son of man-shall be seen descending from
Heaven, riding uwvon tho clouds, attended by hdsts of angels. ilor is

] Iy

this nossible, since 1t is woll understood that the sky is but an un-
linited shace, and not a dome from which Christ could come? sven

thoze who are exracting Christ's descent zamit this fact.

o



Christ also seid: “He_wﬁod&scended from Heaven can azcend

to Heaven." He said He cameé from Heéven, and we know that He came
from the womb of ilary. He will come this time as He came before.

Concerning the fzlling ¢f the stars : Many of the séars
are larger than the sun. The sun is a million times larger than the
earth, and many of the stars are larger than the sun. How then can
they fall ujon the earth$ It is as if a hundred thousand mountains
sh0u1d'be placed upon a grain of nustard. . These are symbols only.
It is even said that Christ said, "I wiillonme:while you are sleening.”
In s»ite of the eﬁrth&uaka, in s»ite of the trembling of the heavens,
in.spite of the falling of the stars, He said that the neople could
sleep during His coming! A3 concerns the "heavens", there is a spe-
cial sigrnificance. Christ used to say, "How I am in-Heaven", while
He was still unon the earth. He was-hever.sepérgted from Heaven,

that is Lo say, from His nighest station.

The stears are narsons. The people who disbelieved in Him
Tell {rom the heaven of the nrevious law. The learned men of high

rank were the ntrrs of that heaven,
mach sigr has a special significance. Zach is a symbol,

requiring smecial intsrpretation.,

Chirist re-establishes the Law of lMoses.

Ohrist himself said that whatever hanpened in the
cyele of Hoses would occur again in His tims. Therefore these occur-
ences were reneated. Je can not sav that what'hgjpened in the time
of ‘Christ was remarikahble, since the same had ha-pened before. ~e gan
not sey that it is extraordinary that tle rPresent snhringtime follovs

2

that of last year. We can not say this year that these blossons are

Qi IZEaR



XzE®  useless because the same ones anpeared last snring, The last

Spring gave out its benefits, and Summer, autumn, and winter followed,
If a new springldid not come to the world everything would die, In
every spring time there will be repeaﬁéd what has ha:pened in wrevious
spring times, | l

If you gather together;&llwthe tedchings of Christ they will
not exceed ten oasges, If you gather together the teachinss of the

L]

DLESSED PEAFECTINH they will exceed sixty or seventy volumes. Those

of Christ have no new laws, excent the régulation about divorce. Those
of the 3E1L7333%D JERFICTICH contain many instructions. The great-

st teachings of Jesus Christ are such ag these: love wvour enemies;
bless those who curse vou and revile yous; when struck on the rizsht

Cheek turn the left. Of course, these commands are right, and what

is contained in the world can not ggual them in value; but these in-
structions refer rarticularly to individuals, and do not deal with
nations. They are personal, not universal. Those of the BL.X337D

o

PERTECTION are for all nations, 1ikg the injunction for universza
Peace, although even these a’nly to individuals as well as to naﬁions.
The instructions of Christ :were heard by hut few rersons, and they
were not fulfilleg during'His.lifetime. ~“There wefe really eleven Der—

sons who believed, although Christians themselves say that tiiere weie

a hundre? and twenty. The teachings of the DLISSED PERFECTION
7ere spread throughout the world . during His lifetime. Jesus Clirist

himself did not see during His life ‘the fulfillment of His commands,

for He zlone Tulfilled t

P

1er in His “time: but the fulfillment of the
numerous commands of .the 3RLISS™D PEAFTCTION  commenced Auring His

time and was Witnessed by Him



The reputation of Christ did not extend from Nazareth to

Acca, and it was not until aftel His ascension that His doctrines

sbread. The reputation cf tne fBLESSFD PE PQCTION extended through-
out the world, Jesus Chriat did ﬂ0t send a 1etter even to the chief

of & village; the BLE3ZED PARFE CLIOW sent letters to all the kings

of the earth. The ?LDESTD P?EWQHCTLDN addressed Napoleon with

great Hnwer, plainly.otatlnD tnat hla ‘kingGom should be taxen away

Ll

from him. (Reference is here nade taqﬂapoleon'llI.J

The ten commandments were qanctloned h¥ Jesus Ch

rist, and
His first order was, "Go and fulfil these c¢ommandments”. “hen one of
the rich men came saying, "I want to he one of your discinles," Christ

told him to fellow the ten commandments: the rich man said that he
knew them and that he would like something sunerior to them. o

Christ satd, "Ge and give all thy wealth to the poor", The rich man

pondered over His words, and went away because he could not give up

his.riches. hfterwards Christ ,said: " "It is easier for a camel to
pass through the eve of a needle than it is for a rich man to enter

the Kingdom of Heaven." e see here that Christ.renewed the ten com-
manaments., |

There are two general and princinal 5lasses of divine teach-
ings. One is - siiritugl,. and ertains tc the moralities: this is the
fundamental baéia_of tﬁeidivine'1aw; unchangeable and unalterable,
which has been_reiterated and renewed iﬁ-thelcycle of every nronhet.
Its commands refer to justicef truthfulness COND&S%iOH, faith, love

of God, self-devotion, self-sacrifice, qteaufabtnnss incluGing all

divine and merciful attributes. This is the unchangzing and unmoving



law of God

The uecond clars of dlvine teachlngs 10 naterlal and deals
with behavior, such as,divoroe. the commandments,'the rav of wvorshin-

ping.' Al].these conditions have ohan ed ln the cycle of every uroph-

et, The charaoter of divine sovereignty ha no chance or. trahsforma-

-(a

.'3. .

i

tlon “but. tne orbanlzatlon andfi,

'ThlS is why Jesus bhrlst said

fulfil_it;"“ At_the same;time?f?:re a _Icon&itlon that are chan aable
Gabacity; 

Our Lord gavé many oeautiful exannles ~oncern1n real ca-

pacity, some oftwhich are as f01104£“7*;1here 1q an attractlve ower

in everything in the.world _wnlch 1s-called the WOS i%llltv of receiv—
'ing the pawer af srogress.. Look: at thls IamJ and conqlder 1t% real

condition. When evefv materlal of 1t “tne bowl the glasa, the

oil, and tne wick have heen gqthered 3ogether, they reou1fa a hand to

is the power that attcacta;xhe*haﬁQ“
of the lamp itsélf. . men the soilijk
in it:ézcaﬁacity'is.dﬁeatéd;whiﬁﬁj“_"
i : : :

1o} I home that wyou ﬂlll gpeiﬁfT;fi; day 1n."a;a01tj;”so_as
to rece1ve more and mope of tie lelne blessin s :?f hi;lcajacity cdmes
but oy beinh deta ched.from the world and hv bexng at. .ted.to God with

a hearty inclination for His Gause.:j

2y being severed from the rorld I do not mean holdaing in

o _,‘i

‘i lcontempt the things of the world, forﬁcivilxzation and education are

”;the means of irogress; ‘but I mean tnat one muqt not attach hlq ‘heart
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to the world. There have been sameéwhﬁ'hgve;had the capacity of re-

il

geiving

G

the divine blessings, but, not being detached from the world,
they at last became cold in the service of God. . The peoile will sure-
1y blame you.and deride you, scorning yqu; §buf these are %ut_instru—
ménts wnich will cause the blessings of Gq&?to be bestowed upon you,.
hey will attract to you the divine blesﬁings.

Look &t the 1ife of Jesiis Christiand His discizles.  All
those revilings of them were but the Givine graces. That crown of
thorns, jplaced uponjﬁim with=§£ch dreaﬂfﬁifderision, was a”crown of
honor. - That c¢rowvn has abgsed and huﬁiiigted the crowns of all the
-sovéréigns bf‘%hﬁ?wdrld. }ThOSQ cvrseéi%ﬁd insults were transformed

into these vells pealing to His honor and in His name.

000000C(00GL0000000
Concerning an interview betveen a Zoroast®ian believer and

two American helievers -this forenodn, our Lord said: Soroastrians
denied Christ for nineteen hundred years. e have tried to convert

the Zoroaztrians to a beliel in Jesus. Christ, and still the Chrissians

are not satisflied with Us

(5
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Portion of account of. trip to Acca by Mr. and Mrs. winteféirn

in February, 1904.

" 88 a8 8w 8

' We arrived at.thé:antfance to the house of the Master, Abdul -Baha,
nearly at noon-on February Bth, 1804, driving dver from the port at
Haifa. As the carriage drew up at the door, we were greeted by I knovw
not how many of the friends. Fager hands took our baggage, and Mirza
Youness Khan, the Masjef's interpreter, conducted us through. the court
and up the long flight of‘étonéfstapé leading up to. the room on the
second story where the Master received European and American visitors.

He greeted us warmly with kindly enquifieé.a&%izoouf health, and
the comfort of our journey, and expressed. the hope that,mow our journmey
fas at an end, we would find rest. He offered us an apology that all
he was able to. give us wes the hospitality of the prison, and, again
expressing the hope that we would rest and refresh ourselves after the

o~ long ‘oufney,\he left us.
’gﬂ?i&ﬁdﬂﬁi%§?qﬁﬁ%%fTﬁhce I have been asked about my first impressions of
the NasteT. eeeveenyverennn .

I'felt myselt in the presence of & man of great powef}'gieat-charac;
ter, Strong in every way as regards character, mentality, datelisstonl.-
ity. I felt more stromgly, perhaps. than anything else, that, with all
this strength, this dignity, there was an ineffable kindliness, a great
underlying source of Love. - He was. the kind of man. that kings would
bow to, and that little children would cling to in perfect trusty and
in a perfect sense of protection.

Every day that I was there convinced me more and more of.the Truth
of this great Revelation, and in many ways. Back of the Master,and
his followers, is some great sustaining Powe?. No. earthly thing, the

greatest of hunan love?fthe finest system of philosophy has produced,
or can produce awudkinyxdkkauikx . the pervading atmosphere of that

house hold. Absolutely no thought of self, in any shape, can be found
, €Te.
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In each and evefy one'oi.the_Bahaiﬁ.thefe,'Ifom him whg waits at.t@ble,
or weeds the garden, to the Great Example Himsel?, is the one desire
of self-sacrifice, the earmest longing to serve ‘another. Back of it

all is the Love of God - -the Divine in man, and there love of God

——— -

household.  All the rest of the world seems to hgve'beeﬁlleft niles
and centuries away. Absolute égggg and.ggiiggt_gqggggg take possession
of one's heart, Such at least was my experience. There, in that
prison city,. the Divine rules, the attfibujeé of God ate nenifested,
Mefcy,;Kiﬁdliﬂedé,'éoodnedé and Love reign; the human shows forth the
Divine; the Divine is clothed in humanity. .
I have been asked since - how do I know - what proofs have I seen of
the Master's divine commigg;én'in-the world. The answer seems. %o me
to be - the paoo?f of thelgigg, the power of the Word. Z%very day's life-
filled vith unselfishness, with anxiety for others, with service toward
all - eaéy"yords to write, but only qu!gc?ly fulfilled in a heart wheme

—— e -—— e A W e B e T W

by human desires. Another proof: "Never man spake as. this man."
To hear is to obey. Strong men bow their heads in humility as. the words
of gracé[fail"gqu;g§§ulipa,_ strong hea{fg stand ready, nay anxious,
to sacrifice everything for the love of gié'hefvice;'couﬁting as honor,
as great glory, suffering, pain and the ills of this world when attained
in His service. '

It is difficult. to convey in written words the great power of the
love by which we Were surrounded during our visit there. On every hand,
from every one, we received nothing but. the zreatest love and affection;
every one of those dear souls there had but one thought of us ;.to St
der to us all possible service:. And from there has emanated.a spirit o1

Unity, of Brotherhood, that has already encircled the earth

by, _ i . , and that is
bringing mankind even to the "Most Great Peace."



2 >
¥ 4
y F & i f
L WL S

Allaho Abha! e

e
S
G
e
e
s
i
S

To The friends in the Cause of El Abha at Chicago,
our greeting and salutations.

"Ags you pass on your joﬁrney see as many as possible of the .
Believers.in this Cause, and convey to all and each of them My nmes-
sage of greeting and of love. Say to. them that they are in my heart
and always I am with them."

These were. the words of our Lord and Maater,'Abdul Baha to us
- Mrs Winterburn and myself, the last day of our visit to Akka last
February. The delays ﬁf our journey previous. to arriving at New
York and an engagement for a caertain date in California, made our
vigsit in Chicago extremely short, and we were able to meet but few
of the friends there. It is at the request of Mr Thornton Chase, that s
this short account of our visit to the Holy Cify and to the presence
of our Master is written. It would have been our great pleasure could
we have greeted personally all the friends in Chicago with the above
nessage and could we have spoken with all about our visit to Akka.

As I call to mind all that the visit means to me, all the im-
pressions I recééved, truly I know not just how or where to begin.
Perphaps a somewhat chronological account of our arrival and stay
will be good to commence with.

We arrived then at the entrance to the house of the Maste,

Abdul~Baha, nearly at noon on February 5t 1904, driving over from

the port at Haifa. As the carriage drew up at the door we were greeted
by I know not how mahy of the friends; eager hands took our baggace

and M1rza Younass Khan, the Master's interpreter,conducted us. through
the court and up the long flight of stone-steps leading up to the room
on the second story where the Master receives the European and Ameri-
can visitors. The room isha long one, with a gﬁ@?‘round the walls, on
which we seated ourselewvesy fter a few words of welcome Mirza Younassg
ihan absented himself from the room and returned in a few minutes with

tvo Persgi '
3 t8lan gentlemen, and it was not until & young man who was with us
L
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and who had been in Akka before, knelt at the feet of the elder, that
we tnew we were :in the éresenca of Abdul Baha, the servant of God,
the Master. _

+He greeted us:warmly ®ith kindly enquiries as to our healih,
to the Gomfort of éur-jbufnaﬁ; and expressed the hope that now our
journey was at an end we would find rest. He offered to us an apol-
o5y that all He was able to give us was the hospitality of the prison,
and again expressing the hope that we would res and refresh ourselves
after the long journey, He left us.

Many. times sipce.I_hava_been asked about ny first impressions
of the Master. Some have éxpreased surprise that in the presence I was
not utterly overcome, as, i know, othgrs have been on first seeing
Him. ?erhaps it was my own condition; perhaps the Master reveals %im-
self to those seeking His Presance, in accordance with their needs;
perhaps not knowing that the Master was coming to us at that moment
had something to do with it, but of these things I know not.

I felt myself in the presence of a man of great power, great
character- strong in every way as regards character, mentality, intel-
lectuality; I felt more strongly, perhaps than anything else, that
with all this strength, this dignity, there was an ineffable kindli—
ness, a great underlying source of love. The Kind of man that kings
would bow to, and that little children would cling to in perfect trust,
and in a perfect sense of protection.

After this first meeting we saw the Master every day at lunch
and at dinner, frequently also for a few minutes im either the morn-
.4ng or the afternoon, and once for about two hours after dinner in the
evening. '

It was at the diping.ttble, or seated with us at the other odd
~tinmes. that He taught us; giving us in sinmple piain language some of
the proofs of this Cause, or some of the Teachings of this Truth.
0f all these talks we have ‘notes, that are not here in Berkely with

us now. I hope before very long to get them and have then typewritten,
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when .a copy of them shall be sent. to you. So'I.shalqnot go into the
natter of them here, but confine myself more closely to an account of

the visit, of the impressions. that gathered.

Every day. that I was there convinced me more and more of the

truth of this great revelation, and in many ways, Back of the Master
and His followers is some great sustaining power. Yo earthly thing,
the greatest of nhuman *love,. the .finest systen of philosophy, ‘has pro-
duced or can produce the pervading atmosphere of that household. Ab-
solutely no thought of self in any shape can be found there. In each
and every one of the Bahais. there, from him who waits at table, or
weeds. the garden,. to the Great Exanple Himself, is the great desire of
self;sacrifice,thajearnest longing te serve another. Back of it all
is the love of God—.the divine in man, and there love of God finds its
expression on the human plane in love to one's fellows.

No words of mine can posgibly convey to you the spirit of calm,_
the absolute trust, the perfect sense of security that pervades the en-
tire household. All the rest of the world seems to have been left miles
and centuries away. Absolute peace and perfect content take posses-
sion of one's heart. Such at least was my experience. There, in that
prison city, the Divine rules, the attributes of God are manifested-
Mercy, Kindliness, ioodness, Love reign, the human shows forth the
divine; the divine is clothed in humanity.

I have been asked since-~ how do I know, ﬁhat proofs have I seen

of the Master's divine commission in the world? The answer seemg to
me to be- the proof of the 1ife,. the power of the word. Every day's

life filled with unselfishness, with anxiety for others, with service
towards all; easy words. to write, but only perfectly fulfilled in a
heart where reigns. the perfect love of God, the absolute power of God,
una@ulter&ted by human désires. Another proof- "Never man spakelps this
wan". To hear is to obey. Strong nen bow their heads in humility as
Ahe words of grace fall from His lips, strong hearts étand ready, nay

anxious, to sacrifice everything for the love of His service, count-

ing as honor, as great glory, suffering, pain and the ills of this world
\ :
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when att&lﬂad in: Hig gervice.

‘1t is difficult to convdey in written words. the great power
of the love by which we were surrounded during our visit there. On
every hand, from every one we received nothing but the greatest love
and affectioa, every one of those dear souls there had but one thought
of us - to render to us all possible service. |

On. the fifth daﬁ of our visit in the Master's house, Mirza
Younass Khan came to us in the morning and said . that when the Master"
gave us perﬁission to make the visit He had expected that we could re-
nain but three days, but. that our entry into Alka had been §chieved 80
quietly that He had hoped we could remain for quite ‘a time; but that
now the officials had begun to comment upon the length of our stay
there and to wonder at the length of $t. ©So it would be wiser for“us
to leave and the Master begged of us not to be sad or sorrowful be-
cause of our departure and He asked of us to leave with the sane

gladness with which we had come to Him. Herein, again, was the power

of the Master shown, for He asked us at lunch, were we sorrowful that
He had asked us. to go, aﬁd I am very thankful that from Himself He
gave ‘us the strength to say "No", that from Him had come the gracious
pernission to come. to: Him, from Him also had come the word for us to
leave, and that from Him could come to us nothing but what was for our
good, and but what was ordered through His great love and wisdom. This
we deeply felt at. the time and have felt it ever since.'

The last mornlng of our stay there, the leave-taking of the
Master, will always remain deeply fixed in our hearts and minds. It
was then that He told us that we were to return to California, that
we Wwere to serve in the great Cause of this Truth. ZEver since then,
now, as I writerthose:words of Hig "To serveﬁ'ring again in ny ears.
I beg of all of you to whom these words may conmne, to pray for us that
‘We nay be enabled by the 'illimitable power and mercy of God to render

"service", as‘' He would have .it remdered; that we may always be faith-

ful to the charge committed to us, and this by His great mercy, in

SPite of oewmmist- our utter unworthiness
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He:—.The.Master;_Chargéd“ﬁsuto be so filled with the spirit of &
this ‘Truth that it would éhine;in our countenances, and so attract
people. to it. | |

Truly: His Blessing has been upon us, and He has watched most
carefully ‘ovar us.:since ‘leaving His presence. . In Port Said in Alex-
andriﬁ;iin:f&rgsl'inlﬂaw ibfk,'infchicégo, as -sone of you gg well
know, and here 'in California;gtha beldevers, the :dear friends in this
Cause ‘have met us.witﬁ.thqfqpirit of 1pve;fé? Unity. that emamates
from the shores oI.thp:blué:Mediterranean where human intolerance and
ignorance:have;triédft5 imﬁfiSdn.the S#n of the Worlds, and from where,
notwithstandingfhas em&qg#ed ; :ﬁéfit of Unity, of Brotherhood, that
has-already encircled the earth that is bringing mankind even to the
Most Great Peace.

May. the: Peaca of El hbha be :upon every one ¥ho may read or
hear. .these : yords. :

My regret. is. that I have so poorly'set forth what the attain-
ment.oi_theryismt,tonthe:praaence_of'Abdul~Baha,.The.Masier, mneans
to.usjtwgatrﬂia;présencefiﬁxit-ﬁeané.to%ﬁhe vorld.

Mey our souls be a sacrifica to Him.

Tl Hfs'éervice;‘
‘Most' unworthily your servant

GA-aw—'fJ George AN Winterburn -




From the Notes of Mirsa Yowmas Khan, -

®"since yesterday morning we had no further priv-
:I.le;o of visiting until this mopning, when all the believ-
ers were invited in the pilgrims house to take their morn-
ing tea, Oup Beloved Abdul Baha came as early as all oth=-
r guests and ,after being seated in His place, He asked
after the health of one of the believers who was newly re=-
covered from a sickness of many months. Then lle sald:

gl nﬁelf h.-mﬂer:l.ng since twelve days., I
am in a fever and have no time to take rest and to keep
to my bed. I am too busy to think of my sickness,”

*Then this mtlm, being greatly affected

hearing of our Lord's indisposition, mmbly said: ‘'Is it
poud.b'e to let. one or us suffer for you and to have your
rever‘r B

'ﬂl’ell thm :ls wisdom,' answered our Lord, ‘'and
I must be sometimes suffering. This carmot be that all b
the friends may suffer now and them having fever, and I be
free from fever, A continued healthful and happy life
brings neglectfulness #fr mankind, Change is good in
everything; sorrow and affliction are necessary for the
human life, Peace and fegular comfort relax the mind
while troubles and diffioculties bring godliness and care=-
fulness, S0 it is with the kingdom of this world. 'rhoae
who are always in peace lose their power and strength, wh
" while the others who are in great movement and motion are
alnws .gatt.ins stronger. The ancient Kingdom of Persia,
eﬂagod in several battles, was powerful and
t-ruuldmu 8 neighbors. The more the people are in
trouble, the more experienced they grow. It is not good
to lead a peaceful and monotonous life, Happy are those
vho are one in extreme poverty, and one day in the
utmost tran ty and welfare, It is a mistake to think
- that the nlorionl ‘Cause be better spread in peace and
tranquility. There must 8 be change of position,
movements, revolutions and c amities for the bhelievers,

that they may grow lwra powerrul d.n.y hy day and overcome
all nat.:!.ons.

-y But they thnt va:l.t upon the Lord shall renew
thedr strengthj they shall mount up with wings as eagles;
they shall mm and not be weary; and they shall walk and
not faint,.' (Isa:lah 40:31. :

?'All great mvenenta have advanced through al-
truism, selfishness and self-sacrifice, and not through
the interchange of publioc opinion. It is wy hope that
all of us may arise with the greatest power to serve this
most important Cause (Universal Peace) and hecome the
means or the walrm of the world of hlmmanity."

Close 87 F25 . |
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Questlion.-"Why, from among all the peorle

ed the

Answer.-" God possesses the attributes of
Justice demands that bounty be given

Mercy gi

upon  whomsoever

Mercy and Jugtice.

of the world have we aittzaig
and coming here?

both justice and mercy.

to all equally, while
merits or deserts,-

blessing of knowing the Truth

ves bountgogi$¥gggsregard: to

FPor Example., You --- ghow great kindness 10 ----and treat
him as though he were your son, while In reality he 1s not
even related to you,- and this Js because you lorvenim,

And thus God, because He loves H!s people, chooseg' some to

recelve
And Tor
chosen, "
By Justd
Chos e,
you are

ce

His Mercy only, instead of Hls justlice
called, but few are

thig reason Jesug sald,"Maur are
led, but by

ce ail are

call Merey o Tew are egpecally
To this latter c¢lass you beliong, and for this reasoun
here with us, while others who huve bzeun called, are

st1il far away.

Calphas

was the most learned man of his day and knevw the bibie

by heart,- yet he was deprived of knowlng Christ because He

was only called; while Mary Megdelen,
kaew mothing, was chosern and acceptad

17 all

there would be uno, Mercy,
manl fest when 3nﬂ&¥ée {s

who was ig;naz‘a'r.nt[&;_-i
r

dedil @

the creatures of @od were dseit with in the same way,
for indeed tnls attribute becomes
wlthheld, tesides the order of

£ 171
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things throughout the unlverse woulu bLe disturbed.

For instance, 1
tunlty for 'the appearance of generogity, and on
hang, if

iT all were rich, tlLci'e would be no Ooppor-
the otacr

all were poor the blessing of riches would net be

known or apprecliated.

If all
be no mi
must be
God may

men were birds instead of human belngs, there would
nds - to comprehend any of Hic attritutes. Thus there
alfferent conditions and stations that the Mercy of
be appreciated and knowuf"

The above words were spoken by Abdul Basha in Acca,April 27th.1904

2l written
copy them.
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at the time in my note book , from which T aow

Iua M. Getsinger.
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First Keeting with ibdul-Baha.

4 measenger fvom pkka found wis awelting him on the summit
of Mount Curmel, where we hsd srrived the rrevious dey snd regis-
tered &t the Pross House. Next momning we drove over to zkka, #
reaching the grest gate of the prison Tortrees Jjust before noon,
In o short time we were 1in the Household, surrounded by & nun-
ber of the Paithful, who brought us word that ibdul-Bshas would
be with us immediately. In & short time &1l present rose with
the exclmmation "Lowlena!” "Mowlenal!" end ibdul-Beha entered
quiockly seying "Felcome! Weicome! The ¥erey ol GOD 1ig very
great! Two years ago I sent for you. I heve yoerned to see
you for a long time. You have come from imsrice, I from “ersie,
t0 meet here,- for Tnity- and Unity is only through Tove. How
are the Boloved of GOD in the City of NHew York? Are they uni=-
fied?  Are they one in love snd harmony? Are they enkindled by
the Pire of the Tove of GOD?" Kr. KecRutt answered "There are
more signs ef unity end love smong us in New York then there have
ever been in the history of our orgenizetion; sand this is owing
nore to the good work of our women thsm %o eny other ceuse."”

Then turning to me Abdul-Baha ssid "Are you happy to be in the

rromised Teand? Go ond rest mwntil we erxe ready to have food.”

- eem e we W W = s W
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Capscity.

4t dinner, without a preliminery word, Abdul-3zha sudlenly
spid "Cepucity ettracts.”  He then conversed in Yersiun with
others present, and after a lony interval, continuwed "Forly
yeers ago there was no rain at Ceiro. Thoughtful scientiflic
men plantea trees in that region, Fow tho countyry is re-
freshed by rein. Cepacity stiracts. Levelop capucity to
receive the Word of GII. Piret Gevelop the thirst, the cupucity:
then you will recuive the precious Tetey of Lifo. the {rees

brought rain, Capecity atirecets!l”



IOVE.

"Xhet 18 Love in the commszndment of the Christ "thet ye love
one another?"

"There are different Xinds or degrees of love:-

First,- from GOD to GOD;~ the Spirituel flow from GOD to
the Xanifestations. This is the Bounty of the Holy Spirit,
perfect in its Effulgence snd Fxpression ss the light of the sun
in a mirror.

Second,~- from GOD to the creatures. Thiz is celled Iter-
nal Yife:;- that which the disciples received in their hesavenly
blessings, divine guidsnce and sbundsnt power.

Shird,- from the crestures to GOL.  The outcome of thic is
Faith, Assurance, snd turning to GOD in spiritusl recognition
snd relationship.

rourth,- from the people of GOD to the people of GOD.

For instance, we witness such devotion smong bellevers that they
will sacrifice life for each other. Through this love is the
sccomplishment of Unity smong them. By this Love &ll believers
become &8 One. This is the Divine Spirit of Zove which gives
ife to the world, illumines the temples of existence, restores
sight to the blind, csuses the deaf to hear, mskes the dumb
gpeck, e&nd transforms enemles into friends.

Fifth,- from man to himself. If this is simply selfish-
ness 1t 1s dissstrous to the soul, but if i1t be spiritual and
conscious devotion to self it becomes s spur upward &nd onwsrd,

Kere selfish love i like & men whirling round end round until



he becomes dizzy znd fglls. The true love of self ia thst which

leeds forwerd end upward in a direct course toward higher life

and being.”

"Fhat 18 the difference between love for Humenity snd love
for the individuacl?”

“These are two kinds of love, one Universsl, the other In-
dividual. You must love humanity in order to uplift snd bvene-

it humanity. Even 1if men ¥ill you, you must love them. In-

dividual love can not be foroed amd you ere not cslled wupon to
love everybody personelly, but if they zre in your life, see to
it thset they sre the mesns of your development, tnd thet you sre
the means of thelr development, through your Universsl Tove."
"Hew csn one love mnother vwhose personality is unplegsent?”
"You might receive & gift of no value from & friend, yet
you velue the gift for the sske of the love you have for your

friend. Ye sre cregtures of the sume GOD. Ye mugt love all,

therefore, as oreatures or ohildren of the ssme GCD, ever though
they ere doilng us haxm. Christ loved His persecutors. It 1s
poseible for us to attain to that degree of love,. GOD meni-
fensted His Tove by cresting men in His Own Imege.  Kean nust
magnifest the Love of GOD by developing it in that Iumsge. The
true fruit of man is therefore Tove. The purpose of s tree is

to produce fruit. Men 1s like & tree. Hiz fruit should be

rJ ove L



THE SUN OF EIGHTEOUSREEZS.

At dinner: "This is indeed & bleussed meeting, for the Hast
end the Test are Joined here in love and harmony.

¥1ill of the Blessed Perfection.”

This was the

(Here He raised His turban, dis-
closing His magnificent forehead). This is the purpose of the
Coming of the Kanifestation of GOU.

life of the wozrxld.

The sun 1s the light and

The intention of the eun is& to illumine the
earth, wnd the funotion of the earth is to produce growth in the
different kingdoms, vegetable, sniwsl, humen, snd 80 on, Ivery-

thing of earth mey have growth becsuse it is the auelity (1it.-

requirement) of the sun that it
0of the sun upon the body of the
is self-suflficient and does not
or getting for the sun, becsuse
its station. The sessons coue
of earth;- thus spring, suumer,

the veriation is in the soul of

tion, who remains fixed and eternasl in His Station.

relates to us and our human oconditions.

should. A1l thie is the effect

earth, The sun in his station
need growth. There is no rising
there 1s no wovement to it in
and go, produced by the movement
autumn, eto. In the ssme way
wan, #nd not in the ienifesta-
All change

Therefore we wust look

to the things of the world to witness change, corruption, decsy

and death.

Even when clouds gather and the rain descends, al-

though the human eye aan not see the sun, the soul may still

realize its splendor snd know that it ic forever fixed in ite

stetion,

Therefore g8 creatures of esrth we must nmenifest that

growth which the quality (requirement) of the Sun of Righteous-

ness demands.

For the Love of GOD is forever descending upon




us and we must show forth [te Divine result in ourselves.”

HORDS OF ABDUL-BAHA.

"I wish you to become herzlds of happiness, becsuse heppi-
ness is the cesuse of progress sand development, The ALppeexsnce
of the VYanifestations is to bring heppiness;- that 211 msy reach
this great zim of life. 506k the resl huppinese;- sothing is
greater than it. Except this heppiness of GOD there is none;
8ll other hsappiness is but imsginstion. Therefore Ly grectest
heppiness 1s to see you spirituslly heppy."

One day Lir. lsoNutt ssid to asbdul-Bsha: "I hove Lot come
to ask guestions; I hsve ocome to xeceive & message L0r the peo-
rle of our country which may aseist in their unification snd de-
velopment in the Ceuse of GOD." He sald: "If you asked ue &
hundred questions, two hundred more would spring up in your mind
before I snswered them. Truth 1s not like & pool of weter which
you can dip up, & cupful at a time, wuntil it is exhausted. Truth
1s 1ll4mitable; Truth is boundless. Get to that station where
the world of Truth is open to you. Be g8 u running stresm fed
from sn Infinite LReservoir. Come into & station vwhere vou do
not need to ask questions; where yuestions will solve themszelves
in your own soul; where you asre fed more snd more from the Reser-
voir Itself. Then you.will not need to esk. Come into s mspir-

1tual station where you can see the Truth for yourself. Tet



this be your eermest endeavor."

Abdul—Bahn a.aha, "J:n you happy?  For only by' happinua
; ,' Only after the no apPa p”“a_,.-:-
and tha happinou ha! cm lo wc witnese the bleu:lnz o:ff grovth.
. .m“f‘m '"W W thﬂ morlo- "B- hapwy?. Be slwaym Rappy!®.:

= I-.t. m tho aftcmm lu'. mxutt was smonod to & meeting
ot Bolimra ana Pilnm i.n tho outor TOOm. xoa_t.- n_.r.._t_ha pil-
. gTius uro tron Rrsia and the far East; about twonty-ﬁve in

nunber. nau-m; spoke to them in Persian, they listening
m'absointo stillmsl and with rapt attention. COne splendid
looking msn, his face £11led with light, sat oross-legzed very
close to Abdul-Bsha, silent, motionless, his eyes riveted upon
‘AbQul-Bghs'a face, oblivioua of everything byt the Spesker sud
His lrordl Ocmionally thore would be sn absolute silence of
five ni:mtaa; not a enund or motion. Then tha msht aemod
to daaomd. upon tha npoaknr snd hia words would continue. hr.
lac!ntt was a:ttornrdu ealha upon to speak. After the meeting
all the brathron nbrmd hin #nd deparfed,  Supper was an-
nounced. At tho tablo Abdnl-Baha said: “These believers are
our hoi:nnl: friends, not _-:_o.l_l.-r?ihly. They will sacrifice their
livea for you ﬂliﬁsly." Hr. MecNutt ssid: "It i: & great
blessing to come to ikks without a sorrow or burden.”  Abdul-
Beha answered: "lu.y every burden vaniah in your road of 1life;
eVery soxxpw ta'ko. wi.nsa. 'I oiory doubt disappear. This is



Notes of the Words of 'Abdu'l-Baha, takoen at Acca, April 27, 1904,
by Mrs. Lua Getsinger and Mme. Jackson.

MERCY and JUSTICE}

Mme. Jackson Basked:  Why, from among all the people of
the world, have we attalned the blessing of lnowing and coming

here?

*Abdu'l-Baha replied: "God possesses the whbtributes of
both justice and mersy., Justiwe d that bounty be glven to
all equally, while mercy gives bounty wlthout regard to merits or
deserts, upon whomsoever wishethe For example, you (lme.

Jackson) show gresat kindness to Sigumd(Russell) and treat him as
though he were your somn, while in reality he i1s no relation to
you, and this 1s because you love him, and thus God, because He
loves His people chooses some to receive His mercy onl instead
of His Justice, And for this reason Jesus sald, By Justice all
are oalled but by mercy a few are especlally chosens To the
latter you belong and for this reason you are here with us,-the
others who have been called are stlll faw awaye

"Calaphas was the most learmned man of his time and
knew the Bible by heart yet he was deprived of knowlng Christ
because he was only called, while Mary Magdalene who was ignorant
and knew nothing, was ochosen and accepted Him,

"If all the oreatures of God were dealt with in the
same way there would be no mercy, for, indeed, this attribute is
manifest where Justice 1s wilthheld, beside the order of all
things throughout the wniverse would be disturbed. For instance,
if all were rich theme would be no opportunity for the appearance
of mercy, and on the other hand, 1f all wers poor the blossing
of riches would not be known or apprecisted.

"If all men wore birds instoad of human beings, there
would be no minds to comprehand the mercy of God. So there must
bes different conditlons a.nd stations that the mercy of God may
be appreclated and knowne"

Wings =~ Angels.
Gabriel: The power of inspiration,
Israfaels = The powsr by which the Volce of a prophet is heard
and His clalm to be a Manifestatlon of God mada.
Michaels That power through whigh the Prophets nourish the
wouls of men with Bpﬂ.ritua.:l. food - Words and Utterances of
heavenly wlsdom.
Azareals - The power by which the prophets can subdue all things
and reorganize,

Llt-B1
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These "Notes" were found in the private papers of Mrs. Helen Se
Goodall, copied by herself in long=hand; and headod, "Getshnger
NOtBBQ. - Ma HeRe Datot 1904,

Value of being taught the Baha'i Revelatlon:

How grateful would be a poor man who had me$ & king -
grateful to the omne who introduced him, How much more grateful
should one be to the one who has taught him of the Creator and
made him acquainted with the King of Kinga.

The hungry~&nd'thirat$xane grateful for broad and wator.
How much more thankful should one be to be presented with the broead
and water of Life. P

God has created man in a high positlon,~ he is distinguished
from all other oreaturesi is coreated in God's image, but man leaves
this majestlo gift and great station to run away and play with the
dust of the earth.

Gomparison between Life of Jesus (chosen of Géd) and tho
Pope (sinoe dead) (who was chosen by men), The former
a 1ife of saorifice; the latter of luxury.

fes

Questiong (Aékéd‘ﬁn 1904)  What 1s the present state (of Popo,
just referred to)? ,

insvers ' His spiritual condition ig the sanmo as when on carth,

“'The glory of Ohrist £ills the earth and the Pope ig necarly
forgottems = The Pope was a good man and loved his veople but He
was without divine inspiration. A great difference between tho
One whom God called Hls beloved Son and the men whom the poople
called the Holy Sees - '

If the gateway to the Garden be narrow and passing through
be diffiocult, when we inhale the fragrances and soee thoe bsautiss
wo willl not mind the gatee It is the garden we want, not the zato.

Our departed friends cary £99 us from the spirit world and
Imow what we are occupied with hwe& Tor that is the world of real
sight and senses (No one returns here) They know and seo 80
much that this world seems a dark and narrow prison from which
they have escapeds As & bilrd freed from ite cage deslres not to
enter 1t again, so the soul freed from its body desires not %o
roturn to its olose confines again but loves to soar upward, nearor
and ever nearer unto the Perfection of God.

BATPTISM
The baptism of the Ohristians as practidéd today is not

the teachinhs of Qhriste, Baptism by John the Bapiist was ouly o
synbol used to slgnlfly that the hearits had boen purified by

1A



(Getsinger) _ 2

repenta.me ('they were grown people, not children). After Josus

was baptized He sald, John has baptized you with water but I shall

baptize you with the Spirit.

Water symbollzes the knowledge of God which gives et.erna.l life =

because all forms of 1ife had theffr beginnigg in water.

; Fire 1s the symbol of love and the baptism by fire means the love
od which desgends into the hearts that are turmed unto Him,

How,a.u the Wire is the symbol of Love, besuro that the water is

used also as & symbol, for; would it be possible for one to be

put into the fire as one isput. into the water (for baptism)?

THE WAR BEEWEEN RUSSIA ANWND JAPAN.

'Ahdu'l-aaha. sald Russia Indoed made a great mistake in
atta.oking Ja.pa.n after Japan had nmade the first attack for this
reasones - Russia had tried several years befors to declare univei=
sal peace, and when Japan made the attack, Russia should have sent
her u.rahips, then called 'a Qouncil of The Hague to ask all the
Powers what to 'do, and leave the decision in their hands. And
had the Powars deolded that war was necessary, then Russla should
have be © . And had they decided that Russis must stand by her
desire to have peace) then she should have given up Hanchuria, to
the Japanese. Then the whole world would haveo applauded Russila
and then 1t would have been provem that Russia was slncere 1n
declarins her forma:- intantions.



