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the ne11t gencrntion of misswunrics t,, 
reap with joy, that lit Inst he that SllWt'I h 
and he thut renpiah may .fori·1•,:,r rqj01rc 
Logether 

"Brother Perkins, lhere is no frttllllMtip 
on earth quite up to the l'rlendsh1p of old 
missionaries, but how thut will be on the 
other side of this Jordon here: nt our feet, 
we shall soon see nnd reali1.e. The l.ord 
prepare us fully for it by that snml' fmi 
and all-sufficient graot: thnt first brought 
us out of nature's darkness into t ltc 
glorious light and liberty of his childrc:ml" 

The Inst days of Dr. Perkins were 
eminently peaceful His bodily su!Tcrrngs 
were g.eat; but his spiritual joys wore 
greater. Nearly a month before his denth, 
he remarked, "The prospect of soon 
being with Christ has been very sweet to 
me, during the past week". "I do not 
wonder that the believer prnys, 'Take me 
not back to convalescence'". Subscquenlly 
he exclaimed in ecstasy, "Precious Jesus! 
thy blood cieanselh from all sin" A litlle 
later he said, "There is no obsinctc 
between me and tho cross". ''lf such bliss 
can be here, what must heaven be!" 

An intimate friend asJ..-ed him whnt 
were his views of the missionary work, ns 
be looked back upon it. "The 0\0st 

1-1l()douN", he ,c:pllcd, "thnt can engage 
hen rt ur hnnd 1,r nll111: but I would have It 
kcr1 on rhc hl!lh plnno of laboring to lend 
Ml\11~ to ChrlNt". "My 111is~lonnry life has 
b1•on u rcl\1go to my soul. My domestic 
lltb Im~ been 1,nc of intense contrasts, the 
highust c1~oymen1 nnd the deepest 
nngnish", "Our ohildrlln, beaulil'ul tre11s-
11ros, were olive plnnts of joy; but, nipped 
m the bud, left nn aching void that 
nothing cnrthly contd fill or solace, except 
the sumo hleNscd missionary work". "As I 
hnvc oncn retired to pray for God's 
interfero,~cc und help, in circumstances of 
trlnl, my petitions hove wandered from 
the pnrticulnr object before my mind 
when I begun, to the florious work in 
which 1 was engaged. I have been borne 
upwnrd nnd onward, beyond all my trials; 
nod 1 hnve found infinitely more joy than 
sorrow in nil my missionary eJCperience". 

The pastor of the Congregational 
church nt Chicopee wrote, immediately 
after the death of Dr. Perkins, "For four 
dnys h1s utterances have been fragmen­
tary nnd inarticulate; but, to us who have 
seen his pntience and resignation to the 
divine will, there is abundant evidence 
t hot he sleeps in Jesus". 
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In our special efforts to C."ttend the 
knowledge of the gospel to the 
Mohammedans of Persia, our attention 

has been drawn, with particular interes1, 
to some of the heterodox sects which e"isl 

among them, :uid which furnish pcoulinr 
opportunities for lhc labors of the 

Christian niissionary. Some account of 

two of these sects may be interesting to 
the readers of the Herald, who look with 

eager desire and fervent prayer for the 

decal' of the power of Islam in Persia, 
preparatory to its redemption to Christ. 

Those of which I would give a brief notice 



nre the No-c11llcd All ///oh11t•,1· 1111tl the 
ll6b1ws. 

Tho All /1/{lfflltS ,1rc HO deHignlllCd by 
1ho orthodox Mohurnmcdnn8, who NUP• 
pose them to nsscrt thu divinity of /\Ii, 1 he 
son-111-l11w of Mohammud, '!'hough they 
do not reject lhiN n11mc, nor the ~pccilic 
doctrine it imrorts, they commtinly cnll 
themselves Ah/•l!•flakk, l,tl,, "1'he people 
of the True''; nlRo, "The people of tho 
truth"; in distinotlon from ''Tho people of 
tho low", UN they donornlnnh: lhil fol• 
lowers of Mohurnmmed's lcgul rollglon. 
They ulso rccognir.e the nume N11salry, by 
which, and by mnny of their doctrines, 
they seem closely relntcd lo the Nusnirys 
of Syri,1. 

This sect is found in oeurly every pnrt 
of Persia; scuntily in the northern pro­
vinces, und very numerously in tho 
southern und oustorn. In some cities nnd 
districts, il is said, on good authority, that 
one hulf the population belong lo this 
religion. In Oroominh thorc ure from 
fifteen to twenty villages of them only. 

As an open profession of Lheir faith 
would subject them lo the rigors of 
Moslem law, Lhcy arc obliged Lo practice 
it In secret. Outwardly they profess to be 
true Mussulmans, nod before tho ortho• 
dox, practice all the rites of lslamlsm. 
Among themselves, ond lo Cluistlans, 
they dcmounce Mohammed and disregard 
l'lellrly all the prescriptions of Mohom­
mcdnn low. ll is, moreover, a part of Lheir 
faith thal the inner doctrines of their 
religious belief arc mysteries which it is 
forbidden Lhem LO reve11l Lo outsiders, 
Hence a knowledge of llteir real faith nnd 
prncticcs has been soughL for wilh diffi­
culty. In Syrln, neither Lorture nor deolh 
has been able lo exlorL from them these 
sacred mysteries. Their religious books 
aro so rigidly concealed thal it is com· 
monly supposed they hnvc none. M. 

529 

Oohlnc1111, foimcrly Frcrtch A1nhassador 
al Tchmn, securing the confidence of 
Home of I he ~eel, olicitcld from them Lhe 
mnin Hcorcils of this singular religion, 
which he hM published. In my interviews 
with the All lllnhee9 of Oroomlah, I have 
RUllsfled my6ulf or the oorrcctncss of most 
of his statements. ll has been amusing to 
witness their t1Alonishment us they have 
discovorod my acquaintunce with one and 
another of their secret doctrines and 
customg, The groaL nmount of mysticism 
in which their tenets are enshrouded, 
rcnd0rs ll diflicull to state their whole 
creed with positiveness; but a few of the 
prlncipul points ,ue definitely known and 
may be read with interest. 

The Nusairys, or Ali lllahees, claim 
that their religion was promulgated a few 
hundred years nflcr the establishment of 
lslnmism. A special prophet came from 
God with the new tcvelalion. They hold 
to four principal emanations of the Deity. 
These were associated in the creation of 
the universe, and through them God and 
his will are manifested Lo man. They 
designate these as tho four chief "Pyrs" 
(spiritual guides). 'The most eminent of 
these ls Pyr Benjamin, who is the 
embodiment of lho divine law, and the 
mediator between man and God al the 
final judgment. He Is, it would seem, the 
ccnlral object of their faith and worship. 
As a memorial of him, they observe an 
annual fast of three days, al the autumnal 
equinoJ<., 

Besides the four primary divine intol­
llgenccs, or emanations, numbers of scc­
ondury ones have nppearcd on the earth 
al various times, as incarnntions of the 
Deily, sont for the purpose of restoring 
mnn to the lr110 knowledge of God. 
Among these they reckon Abrnhnm, 
Zoroaster, Moses, Jesus Christ, Ali, nnd 
numerous others. To Jesus they 1,1ssign 



peculiar honor, ,is they admit that the 
mrrnclc~ he wrought were of a supcnor 
order Th,~ feature of 1he1r behef disposes 
them 10 be more in ~ympathy with Chris-
1lunn thun w11h Mohammedans. Bchc,'lng 
all Nu~n•ry~ 10 bt descended from some 
of the corly l'yn,, they 5ecm to regard 
lhem~elvcs M lracuons of 1hc Divine 
Doing By rcsr~llng the degrading influ­
ence\ or 1hc llcnh nnd bccommg genuine 
"Pcorlc of the True", they have now 
etcrnnl life, 1 he "True" (God) rs m them, 
and they cnnnot sin, and at death they arc 
reabsorbed into God, while the souls of 
unrepentant sinners, and of all 
Mussulmons, after death undergo a series 
of tr,rnsmigrntions in the bodies ofbru1cs, 
unlit purified from sin. 

The lineal descendants of the early Pyrs 
arc highly reverenced by the masses. I 
hnve seen lhem, on entering the presence 
of one of thtse persons, approach, kneel 
down, und kiss his hand, and then remam 
standing until he gave them permission 
to sit 

Their riles of worship are as sacredly 
concealed as their doctrines. The princi­
pal of lhese is a great feast which occurs 
at the beginning of the year, and lasts for 
several days. The mystic ceremonies of 
ttus occasion are observed at night. They 
assemble together and spend the time in 
feasting and in religious exercises, con­
sisting of music, prayers, and fervid 
repetitions, by which they work them­
selves into a religious ecstasy, and, as they 
suppose, receive t.he Divine Spirit into 
their souls. They have also, at this lime, a 
sort of commumon called "the office of 
bread". In connection with this they 
receive any proselytes, and their own 
infants, into the fellowship of the sect. 

Few readers arc found in the sect, and 
they seem to pl.ace little value upon 
education. They arc annually Y1S1ted by 

agent• or the \1\". \\h1• l..1·t•t• 11llv, 1hr ., ~, 
a.nd Ul'\'OllOll ~,f t lw fa ii h I II L II 111! 11·1 nl "0 
from them c1>11tnliut1111" f1>1 th,, -"l•IH1tl 
o( their sp1ntual tillrllt·• I h,•~•• 1l'lll\l11111~,~ 
arc subd,,1dctl 1111<, 1111111r11111~ 11,1111,1 
!\CCI~. one c;,f which, tin• /\11111,11/, f't, IWhl 
Da,~d and the P,;11111~ In 1w1•11lhn 11•1•1•• 

cncc Their nunil•<'t i~ 111, 111• 

These fc;1t11rei ,,t !hi~ wld1• RJ111•11tl 
secret rehtuon ,ullin· II• •h1111 11,,w 1111II 
cally ll differs 111•111 1(('1111111r M11l111111 

meduni~m It sl'\'m~ tn h;11·1" hnil It~ 111111 

in Buddhism. nml tu htl\·t· 1vitrl1·1I 11p1111 
itself tc.ichmi~ ,,I lu,fo,~111. l\h1h11111 
medamsm. nnu Chli~l111t1ih' I hr NI~ 
tence of \Uch n h1111l· llllll hl)I\" 11•1l11A -11 t 
m the bosC1m ol M11h11111111cd1111l-111 111vrnl• 
one of the \\cal..1u:-~~c~ 111 '"h1111i"111 In 
JPersm 

The $CCl"C'l hatred ol the ,\II llfultrr• r111 

the prevniling rchg11111 11( thr 1111111, thrh 
fnendlinc5,$ to Chri~linn~ 111111 thrlt hlt1h 
esteem for Chn\l, 1c111lt-1 the 111 I' 1111, 11 
larly easy of opprtrnch hy th11 prl'11dtN ,,r 
the truth a~ 11 1N 111 (.'In i~t MI vi-11, lo 

them have been ~·c-1vnl w,th m111k,,I 

cordiality, am.I hU\"C l11·cn 1r1111111 ,I hy 
them with evident gom.l will I h11u1,h n• 
yet they have Ul' 11111tkul111 mll't~•I 111 
Christianity. the WU) ,~ tlJ'<'II 11, pit' 11 h 
the gospel to them One 111 11111 Nr1tr,dnu 
helpers is disposed In u11p10Y1• 1h,· 
opportunity, n.nd ,,~11, 11111• 11! lhl'h vii 
lages occ.u~ionully fo1 the p11tp111r 111 

talking wtth them '"' tht• trllt w11y 111 
salvation. 

It must be soiu. 1HI 1hr 1Hhr1 h11111I, \h1il 

lhc1r mysticism. thd1 11111ny ~"11~1•h••~ 

s11pers11Lions und 11111lit1111111, 111111 th~lr 
servility to the opinlnt1, 11f ut hl'r ~ In 11uh·1 

lO con1.,'C;II Utctr \l\\11\, lltt' ~1·!11111, ,u~ 
couragemcnL~ to tht- 11111MI h,,pl'fl11 

preaching of the go~p1.•I tn them. ti w,,uhl 
seem that Ibey 1\\11~1 hi\\ l' 1111 hup111111111 

place III the f'utun· r,•111111111• h11h•t 1 1'1 
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Persia. M. Gobinenu is of the op,· • . mon 
that _when a less favornble duy to 
Islanusm shall come, the influence of 
religion s? hostile to Uie laws of th~ 
~rophet will lead to astonishing results. It 
1s important that we take advnntngc of 
the access to them Providence has given 
us, to leaven them with the doctrines of 
the gospel. 

The other sect of which I proposed to 
speak, "Bdbees", was noticed in the 
Herald for May of last year. Occurrences 
of the past six months have added 
somewhat of interest to the position of 
this new religion, and justify further 
observations upon it, from a Persinn 
point of view. 

It is doubtless true that "the rise of a 
new scheme of religion, originating with 
some man of subtle and mystic mind, is 
11ot a remarkable phenomenon in the 
East". Such schemes do certainly abound; 
but as a rule they make no attempt at 
radical changes in the ex.isling religion. 
They aim rather to graft upon it some 
new mystical interpretation of the Koran, 
or some addition to its ritual. 

Babism, on the contrary, while It 
acknowledges the Koran as of divine 
origin and authority, proclaims the 
abrogation of some of its (UlldamcntaJ 
doctrines. It claims to be as distinct from 
and superior to Mohamn1edanism, as 
Christianity is distinct from and superior 
to Judaism. And it is a fact, that no such 
scheme of religion has, in many genera• 
tions, produced such a sensation in Persia 
as this of the so-called Blib. The dread of 
the Mollahs caused it to be suppressed. 
Its history is one of exile and blood, but 
still it lives. It glories in its martyrs, and 
the martyr spirit that still animates its 
disciples. They cherish the strongest faith 
in the destiny of their religion to secu~c 
for itself recognition and power. This 

fnH!1 prompts them lo perilous uoder­
lll~~gs for tho furtherance of their divine 
mission, as they believe it to be. 

The aims and lhe zeal of these sectaries 
Is forcibly illustrated by an event which 
ooourred last fall at Tehran. As the Shah 
was riding out one day, he observed a 
mnn at a little distance watching him. It 
was remembered that he had been seen 
there on previous occasions, and the king 
sent and had him brought. Upon inquiry, 
he acknowledged being a Blibee, and 
stated that be was the bearer of a petition 
to the Shah from the chief of the Babees 
at Acre, who had 70,000 men under his 
orders. The document was presented, and 
proved to be a petition in behalf of the 
sect for liberty lo reside, unmolested, in 
the Shah's dominions, in the free exercise 
of their religion. The petition was not 
granted, of course, and the man was 
arrested and put to the torture to make 
him reveal his associates. He died under 
the great sufferings inflicted, revealing 
nothing, and meeting his end with the 
utmost calmness. He told his torturers 
that his death was of small consequence, 
as every one of the 70,000 Babees was 
ready to die in the same cause; that others 
would be sent on a like errand; and that 
in the end, unless fueir prayer was 
granted, the King would doubtless be 
assassinated. This is the occurrence upon 
which was founded the telegram in the 
European and American papers last fall, 
of n conspiracy to assassinate the Shah of 
Persia having been discovered. 

The same spirit of steadfastness in the 
face of danger we have witnessed in the 
few Btibees here in Oroomiah, this wi,nter. 
They are quiet in the profession and 
practice of their religion, but it is gen­
erally known who they are. Some of the 
more fanatical Molahs endeavored 
recently to incite the governor to arrest, 
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lll\d either bnnish or execute lhc leader. 
Neither he nor lus adherents eviuccd the 
lcust !bur us 10 the issue: und, I presume, 
hnd tho plot succeeded, Lhey would have 
met the w0rst unflinchingly, rather than, 
even for ,1 smglr.: moment, deny their 
fouh. It 1s this zenl and fei1rlcss dcvot.ton 
thn1 givt:-~ them cnnsequcnee 111 the 
country, more than their numbers 

It is in11mated that Lhe Shah and his 
pnucipnl advisers nrt disposed to grnnt 
lhcm rehg1ous tolemnon, Fear of the 
Mollnhs is the chief obsta.c.lc to their 
doing so. And here is the importance tu\d 
hope thnt, from u Christian pomt of view, 
nunchcs to B1ibism- not in its near 
approach to Christianity, nor m nny 
superiority of its teachings lo Moham­
medanism tthough 111 both these respects 
H 1s worthy of attention), but in 11s 
apparent promise of hastening the era of 
religious liberty m Persia. In the unusual 
\'ltaltty of this now small sect, nnd its 
radical pretensions nnd resolute mea­
sures. seem to lie the germs of great 
events to be witnessed at some fmurc dny 
10 this bigoted country. When we con­
sider the popularity or this movcmenl 
before 11 was put down, we may mfcr 
what might be its fruits should t.he point 
of toleratton be earned. Says Mr. 
\V11tson, the recent English historian of 
Persia, who resided some years at Tehran, 
"Babism, though at present n proscribed 
relig1011 111 Persia, 1s far from being ex.tincl 
or even declining, and Lbe Bfib may yet 
contest with Mohammed the privihlge of 
being regnrded as the nmll prophet of the 
faithful", 

From our missionary point of view it 
setims lo be one of 1hc providences of 
God, prcp,1ring the way for the cvangl:• 
l11atio11 of Persia. From the rnnks of the 

Bobcc cnlhUSIIIHIR WI' lll'C IICll ftllll~llfllll 11' 
many converts to C'lu l~th111lly; 11111 f111111 

tltu spirit or dissent whh;/1 fl~ l,J~rn "t• m• 
destined to 11w11ke11, 1hr l'lllfllr 11/ ( 'htl,1 
hos much to hope. 

Our intercourse with the luw 11dlto11a1t4 
of this new foith ln Oron111h1h Jut• hton ht 
tho most friendly kind, nntl l1M !rd to 
many deeply 1ntcr0Rtm11, co11vou111lo11~, 11f 

which Chnst hns l,co11 tho pr'ri111l11c11t 
1hcmo. Sonrcoly II d1iy pn~«c~ 1h111111,1110 o/ 
them urc not found in tho hot1k -~111,p wo 
lmve recently opened in !ho 111111kct. 'Jlroy 
have brought with them their nl<cptlrnl 
Mussulman 11cqu11lnt1111c.:cN, nrul nu111y 
long discussions und u~poNlllonM of lhc 
doctrines or the sospcl h11vc t11ko11 11111,~ 
Lboro, day uftcr dny. Thoy huvc louml 1111t 

ou.r pince for Turki~h prcnchln/(, tltld uro 
oocns1ouul t1Ucnd11nt11 nit tlrnl Ncrvlco, 

A Mohnnuncdu11, ror )'Ol\llf U noorcl 
professor of his fuith in ChrJAI, rogul11rly 
comos to un evcnlug hlhlc-oh1M eonduclcd 
by Dr. Yun Nordon. Lost Weck II WUN the 
pleasure of mony to hour tho voloc of rhl~ 
M\Jssulm1111 iu pH1yer for the nrst tiruo ln 
a public wny. 

We cannot toll whnt will I.Jc the '"~uc ol 
our now lnbors so t111Rph:l11uHly bt11u11, 
Thti cause must gu fo,w111 d, t t 11111y hr 
llmt the blood of ChdNll1111 m111 tyr, 11111NI 

mingle with thul of the dlsolplo~ of URh 
before lslu111ism shull ~hc11th IIN Nwortl, 
1111d liberty to curtfc~~ C'hriNt or,only hr 
won in Jlcrsiu. Ile II ~o. 'rhc folluw01ft ol 
Christ cun ill 11fl'u1 ti to yield tu 1lic 
ndlwro11ts of lldb tho hom11 ul' N11porlo1 
d1:iv<1t1011, or of sronlcr ,c11tll11os11 10 M11flc1 
for thu OX.lonslon or llll•lr rnlth, Wo IIIONI 

cnrncstty nsk tho p111yoN of 11II (lml'N 

people in co1111co1i1in whh 1hl~ drliplv 
inturcst 111g nnt.J i111p<1rt1111t N11!,Jt·c!. 




