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Appendices

Bibliography of the Bah4a’i Writings and Their
Abbreviations used in this book

ABL
AD]J
BA
BK
BP
BWF
CC1-2
CF
CL
CN
DB
DND
ESW
FL
FWU
GDM
GPB
GWB
HW
JWTA
KA
KI
LG
MA

MBW50-57
MC
MEF

‘Abdu’l-Baha, ‘Abdu’l-Bahd in London
Shoghi Effendi, Advent of Divine Justice
Shoghi Effendi, Bahd’i Administration
Bahiyyih Khinum, the Greatest Holy Leaf
Compilation, Bahd’f Prayers

Compilation, Bahd’i World Faith
Compilation of Compilations, volumes 1 and 2
Shoghi Effendi, Citadel of Faith

Universal House of Justice, Century of Light
Shoghi Effendi, Call to the Nations

Nabil, The Dawn-Breakers

Shoghi Effendi, Dawn of a New Day
Baha’v’llah, Epistle to the Son of the Wolf
Compilation, Fire and Light

‘Abdu’l-Baha, Foundations of World Unity
Baha’v’llah, Gems of Divine Mysteries
Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By

Baha’v’llah, Gleanings from the Writings of Baha’u’llih
Baha’u’llah, Hidden Words

Compilation, Japan Will Turn Ablaze
Baha’v’llah, Kitib-i-Aqdas

Baha’v’llah, Kitib-i-Iqin

Compilation, Lights of Guidance

Shoghi Effendi, Messages to America. Selected Letters and Cable-
grams Addressed to the Bahd’is of North America 1932-1946

Shoghi Effendi, Messages to the Bahd’i World 1950-1957
Shoghi Effendi, Messages to Canada
‘Abdu’l-Bahi, Memorials of the Faithful
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MUH]J63 Messages from the Universal House of Justice 1963-1986

PB Baha’u’llah, The Proclamation of Bahi’u’llih

PBA Compilation, Principles of Bahd’i Administration

PDC Shoghi Effendi, Promised Day is Come

PM Baha’u’lldh, Prayers and Meditations

PT ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Paris Talks

PUP ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Promulgation of Universal Peace

SAQ ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Some Answered Questions

SDC ‘Abdu’l-Bahi, Secret of Divine Civilization

SLH Baha’u’llah, Summons of the Lord of Hosts

SVEV Baha’v’llah, Seven Valleys and the Four Valleys

SWAB ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahi

SWB The Bab, Selections from the Writings of The Bdb

TAB1-3 ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Tablets of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd Abbas, volumes 1-3

TAF ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Tablet to Auguste Forel

TB Baha’u’llah, Tablets of Bahi’u’llih Revealed after the Kitib-i-
Aqdas

TDH Shoghi Effendi, This Decisive Hour

TN ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Traveler’s Narrative

UD Shoghi Effendi, Unfolding Destiny

WOB Shoghi Effendi, World Order of Bahd’u’llih: Selected Letters

WwWT ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Will and Testament
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Contents of Lights of ‘Irfin Books 1-16

Lights of ‘Irfin Book One, © 2000

Kitab-i-Aqdas as Described and Glorified by Shoghi Effendi
Cyrus Alai

The Seven Valleys of Baha’u’lldh and Farid ud-Din Attar
Sheila Banani

Common Teachings in Chinese Culture and the Baha’i Faith: From
Material Civilization to Spiritual Civilization
Albert K. Cheung

The Bedrock of Baha’i Belief: The Doctrine of Progressive Revelation
Zaid Lundberg

The New Age Phenomenon and the Baha’i Faith
Zaid Lundberg

A Study of the Meaning of the Word “Al-Amr” in the Qur’an and in
the Writings of Baha’u’llah
Moojan Momen

The Book of Revelation Revealed in Glory: A Summary of Glorious
Revelation
William Ridgers

The Development of Humankind
Julio Savi

The Concept of Sacred Justice in Hebrew Eschatology
Gary Selchert

Some Chronological Issues in the Lawh-i-Hikmat of Baha’u’lldh
Peter Terry

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Explanation of the Teachings of Bahd’u’llah: Tablets
and Talks Translated into English (1911-1920)
Peter Terry

Lights of ‘Irfin Book Two, © 2001

“Point” and “Letter” in the Writings of the Bab
Muhammad Afnin

Perception into Faith: A Radical Discontinuity within Unity
William Barnes
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An Introduction to the Stratu’l-Haykal (Discourse of The Temple)
Mohamad Ghasem Bayat

The Firm Cord of Servitude
Theo Cope

The Human Intellect: A Bah4d’i-inspired Perspective
Adrian John Davis

The Perfect Man and the Manifestation of God
Y.A. loannesyan

The Mystic Cup: The Essential Mystical Nature of the Baha’i Faith
LeRoy Jones

A Short Poem by “Darvish” Muhammad, Baha’u’llah: “Saqi az ghayb-i-
baqa’ burqa’ bar afkan az ‘idhar”: Introduction and Three
Versions of Provisional English Translations

Franklin D. Lewis

The Tablet of Unity (Lawh-i-Ittihad): A Provisional Translation
Moojan Momen

‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s Commentary on Quranic Verses Concerning the
Overthrow of the Byzantines: The Stages of the Soul
Moojan Momen

“What I Want to Say is Wordless”: Mystical Language, Revelation
and Scholarship
Ismael Velasco

Keys to the Proper Understanding of Islam in The Dispensation of
Baha’uv’llah
Brian A. Wittman

Lights of ‘Irfin Book Three, © 2002

A Journey through the Seven Valleys
Ghasem Bayat

The beginning that has no beginning: Baha’i Cosmology
Vahid Brown

Knowledge, Certitude and the Mystical Heart: The Hidden Essence of
God’s Word

LeRoy Jones

The Bab’s Epistle on the Spiritual Journey towards God
Todd Lawson

From Adam to Bah4’u’llah: The Idea of a Chain of Prophecy
Zaid Lundberg
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The Wronged One: Shi’i Narrative Structure in Baha’u’llah’s Tablet of
Visitation for Mulld Husayn
William McCants

The Mystical Dimensions of the Baha’i Administrative Order
Kavian Milani

Mysticism and the Baha’i Community
Moojan Momen

The Lawh-i1-Manikji Sdhib: intro and provisional translation
Ramin Neshati

The Seven Valleys and the Scientific Method
Robert Sarracino

Theological Responses to Modernity in 19th-century Middle East
Oliver Scharbrodt

Mysticism in African Traditional Religion and in the Baha’i Faith:
Classification of Concepts and Practices
Enoch Tanyi

An Exposition on the Fire Tablet by Baha’u’llih
James Thomas

Influence of Babi Teachings on Ming Tang and 19"-century China
Jianping Wang

Lights of ‘Irfin Book Four, © 2003

An Epistle of Sayyid ‘Ali Muhammad ‘the Bab’ to Sultan ‘Abdulmecid
Necati Alkan

“Thee” and “thee” in the translation of the Strih of the Temple (Striy-
1-Haykal)
Khazeh Fananapazir

The Aristotelian Substratum of the Baha’i Writings
Ian Kluge

The Call into Being: Introduction to a Baha’i Existentialism
Ian Kluge

The Tablet to Hardegg (Lawh-i-Hirtik): A Tablet of Baha’u’llah to the
Templer Leader Georg David Hardegg
Stephen Lambden

The Tablet of the Bell (Lawh-i-Naqusi) of Baha’u’llah
Stephen Lambden

The ‘Akka Traditions in the Epistle to the Son of the Wolf

Moojan Momen
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The Tablet of Magsud (Lawh-i-Maqstd): Guidance on Human Nature
and Leadership
Ramin Neshati

Inmates of the Celestial Pavilion
Research department of the Baha’i World Centre

Letters of the Quranic Dispensation
Research Department of the Baha’i World Centre

The Uses of Genealogy and Genealogical Information in Select
Persianate and Babi/Baha’i Sources: A Preliminary Survey

Sholeh A. Quinn

An Exposition of the Tablet of the World (Lawh-i-Dunya)
James B. Thomas

Baha’u’llah’s First Tablet to Napoleon III
Ismael Velasco

Lights of ‘Irfin Book Five, © 2004

Number of the Letters of the Living
Muhammad Afnin

Images of Christ in the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
Maryam Afshar

Letters to Baha’i princesses: Tablets revealed in honour of the women
of Ibn-1 Asdaq’s household

Dominic Parviz Brookshaw

Textual Resurrection: Book, Imam, and Cosmos in the Qur’an
Commentaries of the Bab
Vahid Brown

Chronicles of a Birth: Early References to the Babi and Baha’i
Religions in Spain (1850-1853)
Amin E. Egea

Unity and Progressive Revelation: Comparing Bahad’i Principles with
the Basic Concepts of Teilhard de Chardin
Wolfgang A Klebel

Process Philosophy and the Baha’i Writings: An Initial Exploration
Ian Kluge

Kaleidoscope: Some Aspects of Angelology, Light, the Divine Throne
and Color Mysticism in Babi and Baha’i Scripture
Stephen Lambden

Karim Khan Kirmani and the Kitab-i-fqan
Sholeh A. Quinn
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Service, Joy and Sacrifice: An Essay on Commentaries by ‘Abdu’l-
Baha
James B. Thomas

The Manifestations of God and Their Function in Human History
Iscander Micael Tinto

Lights of ‘Irfin Book Six, © 2005

The Life and Times of August Forel
Sheila Banani

Baha’i Understanding of Reincarnation in Relation to the World’s
Faiths
Sateh Bayat and Vafi Bayat

Autobibliography in the Writings of the Bab
Vahid Brown

Models and Idols: Towards a Philosophy of the Community of Mind
Shahbaz Fatheazam

True of Thyself: The Mystical Writings of Baha’u’llah and Ken
Wilber’s System of Integral Philosophy
Wolfgang A. Klebel

Baha’i Ontology: An Initial Reconnaissance
Ian Kluge

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Tablet of the Two Calls: Civilizing Barbarity
Manuchehr Mofidi

SunWALK: A Baha’i-inspired Model of Education
Roger Prentice

Interpretation and the Guardianship
Ian Semple

The Signs of Prophet-Hood: An Exposition on a Tablet by ‘Abdu’l-
Baha

James B. Thomas

Infallibility of the Guardian of the Baha’i Faith
Research Department of the Universal House of Justice

A Commentary on the Conclusion on True Mysticism
Enoch Tanyi

Lights of ‘Irfin Book Seven, © 2006

Andalusi Theosophy: A Recontextualization
J. Vahid Brown
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Out of Jewish Roots: Studies of Prayer Patterns in Jewish, Christian,
Muslim and Baha’i Worship
Ted Brownstein

Chronicles of a Birth: Early References to the Babi and Baha’i
Religions in Spain (1854-1876)
Amin E. Egea

The St. Petersburg 19th Century Orientalist Collection of Materials
on the Babi and Bah4’i Faiths: Primary and Other Sources
Y.A. loannesyan

Origins of the Baha’i Concept of Unity and Causality: A Brief Survey
of Greek, Neoplatonic, and Islamic Underpinnings
B.R. Khadem

Lawh-i-Hikmat, Baha’u’llah’s Tablet of Wisdom: Towards a
Progressive Baha’i Theology
Wolfgang A. Klebel

Further Explorations in Baha’i Ontology
Ian Kluge

“The newly born Babe of that Day”: Mysticism in the Age of the
Maturity of Humankind
Julio Savi

Religion and Exclusivism: a Baha’i Perspective
Julio Savi

Seeds of Revelation and the Mystic Bond between The Bab and
Baha’u’llah: Excerpts from the Persian Bayan
James B. Thomas

The Bah4’i Faith in the Arabic Speaking Middle East: Part 1 (1753-
1863)
Ramsey Zeine

Lights of ‘Irfin Book Eight, © 2007

Chronicles of a Birth: Early References to the Babi and Baha’i
Religions in Spain (1873-1895)
Amin E. Egea, translated by Francisco J. Diaz

Baron Rosen’s Archive Collection of Bibi and Bah4’1 Materials
Youli Ioannesyan

Mysticism East and West
Farhang Jahanpour

The Word is the Master Key for the Whole World: The “Teaching and
Spirit of the Cause” in Dialogical and Personal Thinking
Wolfgang A. Klebel
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Buddhism and the Baha’i Writings: An Ontological Rapprochement
Ian Kluge

Why the Bah4’i Faith Is Not Pluralist
Grant S. Martin

The Art of Rhetoric in the Writings of Shoghi Effendi
Jack McLean

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Tablet on the Functioning of the Universal House of
Justice: A Provisional Translation and Commentary
Moojan Momen

The Baha’i Covenant
Ali Nakhjavani

Minimalism from a Baha’i Perspective
Mahyad Zaerpoor Rahnamaie

Lawh-i-Maryam (Tablet to Maryam) Revealed by Baha’u’llah: A
Provisional Translation and Commentary
Julio Savi and Faezeh Mardani Mazzoli

The Emergence of World Civilization: An Exposition on Excerpts
from the Writings of Shoghi Effendi
James B. Thomas

Designation of Mirza Yahya Azal in the Writings of the Bab: Will and
Testament of the Bab; Memorandum from the Research
Department; Making the Crooked Straight

Letters Written on Behalf of the Guardian

Daniel’s Prophecies

Lights of ‘Irfin Book Nine, © 2008

Emergence, Enchantment, Entanglement and Excellence of the
Cosmos
Wolfgang Klebel

Baha’u’llah’s “Most Sublime Vision”
Wolfgang Klebel

Postmodernism and the Baha’i Writings Part One
Ian Kluge

Postmodernism and the Baha’i Writings Part Two
Ian Kluge

Relativism and the Baha’i Writings
Ian Kluge

Shoghi Effendi’s The Dispensation of Baha’u’llah: A Theology of the
Word
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Jack McLean

Insider and Outsider Scholarship in Bah4’i Studies
Moojan Momen

The Lesser Peace and the Most Great Peace
‘Ali Nakhjavani

The Surat al-mulk and the Strat al-multk: A Preliminary Comparison

Sholeh A. Quinn

Prophets and Mountains
Moshe Sharon

Prayers and rituals in the Baha’i Faith: A Tablet to Jinab-i-Mulla “Ali-
Akbar fi Ardi’l-Alif

Julio Savi and Faezeh Mardani

Tablet to Jinab-i-Mullad ‘Ali-Akbar {1 ardi’l-alif
trans. Julio Savi and Faezeh Mardani

The Guardianship and the Universal House of Justice
Ian Semple

The Rise of Justice in the Spiritual and Secular Life of Man: An
Exposition on excerpts from The Advent of Divine Justice
James B. Thomas

The Resurrection and Return of Jesus

Issues Related to the Study of the Bah4’i Faith

Lights of ‘Irfin Book Ten, © 2009

Further Comments on a Passage of the Lawh-i-Hikmat
Amin Egea

The Bah4’i Worldview on Unity of Religions: Progressive Revelation:
Principles and Insights from the History of Science
Jena Khadem Khodadad

A Glimpse into the Life of Laura Dreyfus-Barney
Mona Khademi

In the Heart of All That Is: “Heart” in Baha’i Writings and Science
Wolfgang A. Klebel

In the Pure Soil of Thy Heart: “Heart” in Baha’i Writings and
Neurocardiology
Wolfgang A. Klebel

Some Answered Questions: A Philosophical Perspective
Ian Kluge
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Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit: Chapter 31 of Some Answered
Questions
Moojan Momen

Man Is Man: ‘Abdu’l-Bah4d on Human Evolution
Ramin Neshati

Methods and qualities of the seekers of Reality in Some Answered
Questions in the light of Baha’i Scriptures
Julio Savi

Comments on the Guardianship and the Universal House of Justice

Some Thoughts on the Ministry of the Universal House of Justice
‘Ali Nakhjavani

Classification of the Baha’i Sacred Texts

Development of Baha’i Scholarly Activities

Lights of ‘Irfin Book Eleven, © 2010

Chronicles of a Birth Part III: Early References to the Babi and Baha’i
Religions in Spain (1873-1895)
Amin E. Egea

Reflections on Some Messianic Prophecies in Shaykhi Works
Y. A. Ioannesyan

Textual Context and Literary Criticism: A Case Study based on a
Letter from Shoghi Effendi
Gerald Keil

The Path of God
Wolfgang A. Klebel

Neoplatonism and the Baha’i Writings
Ian Kluge

Baha’u’llah’s Tablet of the Uncompounded Reality (Lawh Basit al-
Hagqiqa)
Moojan Momen

Dashavatara and Progressive Revelation
Anupam Premanand

Towards a Contextualization of Bah4a’u’llah’s Lawh-i Qina’

Sholeh A. Quinn

The Indispensability of Consultation for Ordering Human Affairs
Ian Semple

Guardianship and the Universal House of Justice

Infallibility of the Universal House of Justice

Authority and Centrality of the Universal House of Justice
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Lights of ‘Irfin Book Twelve, © 2011

The Travels of ’Abdu’l-Baha and their Impact on the Press
Amin Egea

The Essence of Man
Wolfgang A. Klebel

Neo-Platonism and the Baha’i Faith, Part II
Ian Kluge

Preparing Baha’i Communities to Embrace Gender Equality
Baharieh Rohani Ma’ani

Perfection and Refinement: Towards an Aesthetics of the Bab
Moojan Momen

The Duty of Kindness and Sympathy Towards Strangers
Julio Savi

Mayflowers in the Ville Lumiére
Julio Savi

The Indispensability of Consultation
Ian Semple

The Mystery of Divinity
James B. Thomas

Speaking on Socio-Political Order

Teaching the Cause of God: A Two-Edged Sword
Ali Nakhjavani

Relativism, A Theological and Cognitive Basis for Baha’i Ideas about
God

Moojan Momen

Lights of ‘Irfin Book Thirteen, © 2012

The Fragility of Goodness
Shahbaz Fatheazam

I Know Not How to Sing Thy Praise
Wolfgang A. Klebel

The Bah4’i Writings and Kant’s "Perpetual Peace’
Ian Kluge

The New Atheism—A Baha’i Perspective
Ian Kluge

The Choice of the West for ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Epoch-making trip
Baharieh Rohani Ma’ani
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Apocalyptic Thinking and Process Thinking
Moojan Momen

‘Abdu’l-Bah4’s Encounter with Modernity
Wendi Momen

Interpretation and Elucidation

Ali Nakhjavani

Baha’u’llah’s Persian Poems Written before 1863
Julio Savi

Clouds and the Hiding God
Moshe Sharon

‘Abdu’l-Bah4’s Visit to North America, 1912
Robert H. Stockman

Authority and Centrality of the Universal House of Justice
Whether the Apostle Paul was a ”False Teacher”

The Religion of the Sabaeans and African-based Religions in the
Americas

Supreme Tribunal (Mahkamiy-i-Kubra)
Ali Nakhjavani

In Memoriam: Ian Semple (1928-2011)

Lights of ‘Irfin Book Fourteen, © 2013

Yinyang Cosmology and the Baha’i Faith
Phyllis Ghim-Lian Chew

Collective Security: An Indispensable Requisite for a Lasting Peace
Sovaida Ma’ani Ewing

Celestial Fire: Baha’u’llah as the Messianic Theophany of the Divine
Fire (4tar, 4dar, 4tash) in Zoroastrianism
Farshid Kazemi

“These Four States Conferred Upon Thee”: Tetrarchic Thinking in

Philosophy—Theology—Psychology
Wolfgang Klebel

Reason and the Baha’i Writings
Ian Kluge

Eyewitness Account of the Massacre of Baha’is in Nayriz on the Naw-
Ruz ‘Abdu’l-Baha Interred the Remains of The Bib on Mt.
Carmel

Baharieh Rouhani Maani

Role of Principles in the Baha’i Faith: Principles and Fashion
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Farjam Majd

Commentary on a Passage in the Epistle to the Son of the Wolf
Moojan Momen

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Elucidation of the Concept of the Oneness of
Humanity During His Western Travels
Wendi Momen

‘Abdu’l-Baha in Egypt: September 1910—5 December 1913
Julio Savi

Individual Rights and Freedoms
Universal House of Justice

Lights of ‘Irfin Book Fifteen, © 2014

The Emergence and Organization of Chinese Religions
Phyllis Ghim Lian Chew

Finding the Trace of the Traceless Friend: Reflection on Baha’i
Scholarship as a Journey in the Valley of Search
Wolfgang A. Klebel

The Bah4’i Writings: A Meta-ethical Excursion
Part I: Background and a First Dive into the Writings

Part II: Deeper into the Writings
Ian Kluge

The Greatest Holy Leaf’s Unparalleled Role in Religious History
and the Significance of the Arc, the Site of Her Resting Place
Baharieh Rouhani Ma‘ani

Origins of Creation
Farjam Majd

Baha’i Consultation and the Transformation of Society
Moojan Momen

The Inebriation of His Enrapturing Call: (mast-and bulbulin)
Julio Savi

Tablet of Patience: Declaration of Bah4d’u’llah and Selected Topics
Foad Seddigh

Non-Involvement in Politics
Universal House of Justice

In Memoriam:
Hushmand Fatheazam (1924-2013)
Amin Banani (1926-2013)
Mahboubeh Arjmand (d. 2013)
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Lights of ‘Irfin Book Sixteen, © 2015

The Ten Plagues of the Exodus in Light of the Baha’i Writings
JoAnn M. Borovicka

Freud’s Transference and the Four States of Bah4’u’llah
Wolfgang A. Klebel

Procrustes’ Bed: The Insufficiency of Secular Humanism
Ian Kluge

Women and Wisdom in Scripture
Baharieh Rouhani Ma‘ani

On Existence and Q ualities of the Human Soul
Farjam Majd

Shoghi Effendi’s Translation of Terms Related to Law in Baha’i
Scripture
Moojan Momen

Shared Prosperity: How Does That Work?
Wendi Momen
A Hymn to Love (S4qi, bi-dih 4bi)
Julio Savi
“At Dawn the Friend came to my bed”: An early fruit of the Supreme

Pen
Julio Savi

Intellectual Life and the Future of Bah4’1 Studies
Universal House of Justice

In Memoriam
Kamran Ekbal (1946-2014)
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Publications of the ‘Irfan Colloquium

Moojan. Momen (ed.), Scripture and Revelation (Oxford:
George Ronald, 1997)

Moojan Momen (ed.), The Baha’i Faith and the World Religions
(Oxford: George Ronald, 2005)

Iraj Ayman (ed.), The Lights of ‘Irfin: Compilations of Papers
Presented at ‘Irfan Colloquia (in English), Books One to Sixteen
(2000-2015)

Iraj Ayman (ed.), Safini-yi ‘Irfin: Compilations of Papers
Presented at ‘Irfin Colloquia (in Persian), Books One to
Eighteen (1998-2015)

Farah Dustdar (ed.), Beitrige des ‘Irfin-Kolloquiums:
Compilations of Papers Presented at ‘Irfin Colloquia (in
German), Books One to Five (Hofheim, Germany: Baha’i Verlag,
2004-2009)

Maryam Afshar, Images of Christ in the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-
Bahé (2004)

Wolfgang Klebel, Revelation of Unity, Unity of Revelation
(Darmsdat, Germany: Reyhani Verlag, 2009)

Vahid Rafati, Aftab Amad Dalil-i Aftib (The proof of the Sun
is the Sun) (Darmsdat, Germany: Reyhani Verlag, 2010)

Vahid Rafati, Baddy-i-i-Ma‘dni va Tafsir (The Wonders of
Inner Meanings and Interpretation): Selected Commentaries of

‘Abdu’l-Bahd on Qur’anic Verses and Islamic Traditions
(Darmsdat, Germany: Reyhani Verlag, 2013)

Shahbaz Fatheazam, The Last Refuge: Fifty Years of the
Universal House of Justice (Darmsdat, Germany: Reyhani
Verlag, 2015)
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Distributors of ‘Irfian Publications

Bah4’i Distribution Service (BDS)

415 Linden Ave., Wilmette, IL 60091-2886, USA
Tel.: (847)425-7950 Fax: (847)425-7951
E-mail: BDS@usbnc.org

Bahd’i Verlag (for German publications)

Eppsteiner Str. 89, D-65719, Hoftheim, Germany
Tel: (49) 6192-22921 Fax: (49)6192-22936
E-mail: office@bahai-verlag.de

Reyhani Verlag

Benzweg 4, 64293, Darmsstadt, Germany
Tel: 49-6151-95170 Fax: 49-6151-9517299
E-Mail: druck@reyhani.de
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Vision and Aims of the ‘Irfan Colloquium

The ‘Irfan Colloquium aims at promoting and supporting
systematic studies of fundamental principles of the Baha’i
beliefs, the Writings of the Central Figures of the Baha’i Faith,
the interface of the Bah4’i Faith with intellectual schools of
thought and religious traditions, and looking at current
challenges in human society from the Baha’i perspective. Irfin
is a Persian word referring to mystical, theological and spiritual
knowledge. The ‘Irfan Colloquium and its publications are
sponsored by Haj Mehdi Memorial Fund and supported by
Nadia Saadat Memorial Scholarships grant.

The Haj Mehdi Arjmand Memorial Fund was established by
Houshang Arjmand (1930-2015) in 1992 to honor his grand-
father, Haj Mehdi Arjmand, and is dedicated to promoting the
scholarly study of the Baha’i Faith. Haj Mehdi Arjmand (1861-
1941) was a Persian scholar and teacher of the Baha’i Faith who
became well known in Iran for his profound knowledge of the
Bible, Qur’an, and Baha’i scriptures. The primary activity of the
Fund is sponsoring annual sessions of ‘Irfan Colloquium and
‘Irfan publications.

In 2012, benefiting from the guidance received from the
Universal House of Justice, a management board was appointed
for this fund to function as a Bah4’i agency under the direction
of the National Spiritual Assembly of the United States.
Organizing and holding ‘Irfan Colloquia started in 1993 and are
presently held seven times every year in North America and
Western Europe in English, Persian and German languages under
the auspices of the National Spiritual Assembly of the host country.

As of October 2015 one hundred and thirty five sessions of
colloquia have been held. Papers in English presented or
received at the ‘Irfan Colloquia are annually published in a
series of volumes of the Lights of ‘Irfan.



