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Vision and Objectives 

The Haj Mehdi Arjmand Memorial Fund was established in 
1992 to honor Haj Mehdi Arjmand (1861-1941) and is 
dedicated to promoting the scholarly study of the Bahá’í Faith. 
Haj Mehdi Arjmand was a Persian scholar and teacher of the 
Bahá’í Faith who became well known in Iran for his profound 
knowledge of the Bible, Qur’an, and Bahá’í scriptures. The 
primary activity of the Fund is sponsoring ‘Irfán Colloquium 
and its publications. 

In 2012, benefiting from the guidance received from the 
Universal House of Justice, a management board was appointed 
for this fund by the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís 
of the United States to function as a Bahá’í agency and sponsor 
‘Irfán Colloquia, presently held in North America and Western 
Europe in English, Persian and German languages. 

The ‘Irfán Colloquium aims at promoting and supporting 
systematic studies of fundamental principles of the Bahá’í 
beliefs, the Writings of the Central Figures of the Bahá’í Faith, 
the interface of the Bahá’í Faith with intellectual schools of 
thought and religious traditions, and looking at current 
challenges in human society from the Bahá’í perspective. ‘Irfán 
is a Persian word referring to mystical, theological and spiritual 
knowledge. 

As of June 2015 one hundred and thirty one sessions of 
colloquia have been held. Papers in English presented or 
received at the ‘Irfán Colloquia are annually published in a 
series of volumes of the Lights of ‘Irfán. 
 




