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g OD has stated in the Bible,
the Old Testament: “We
have created man in our
own image and likeness.”
This statement indicates
the faet that man in
some particular is of the
image and likeness of God. This man who
has been called the image and likeness of
God: Let us find out just where and how
he is the image and likeness of the Lord,
and what is the standard or eriterion
whereby he can be measured.

If a man should possess wealth, can we
call him an image and likeness of God?
Or is human honor the eriterion whereby
he can be ealled the image of God? Or can
we apply a color test as a eriterion, and
say such and sueh a one is colored with a
vertain hue and he therefore is the image
of God? Can we say, for example, a man
who is green in hue is an image of God?
Or ean we make another distinetion, saying
that one who is white is any more an image
of God? Ts simply the white color a
eriterion whereby man is to be judged?
And shall we make a sweeping statement
like that? Or is_it reasonable for us to
choose the dark color? Supposing we say a
eolored man is after all the image and like-
ness, just beeause of his color, or the red-
skinned man, shall he be the image and
likeness of God? Or shall we declare the
yellow race to be a ereation and therefore
an image and likeness of God? Hence we
come to the coneclusion that colors are of
no importance, '

Colors are accidental in nature. That
which is essential iz the humanitarian as-
peet. And that is the manifestation of
Divine Virfues and that is the Merciful Be-
stowals. That is the Eternal Life. That is
the Baptism throngh the Holy Spirit.
Therefore let it be known that color is of
no importance. Man, who is the image and
likeness of God, who is the Manifestation
of the Bestowals of God, he is acceptable
at the threshold of God whatever be his
color. Let him be blue in color, or white,
or green, or brown, that matters not! Man
is not to be pronounced man simply be-
canse of bodily attributes. Man is to be

Judged according to his intelligence and to
his spirit. Because he is to be judged ae-
cording to spirit and intelligence, therefore,
let that be the only eriterion. That is the
image of God.

As regards you here in this country, there
15 a point of importance, namely, patriotism.
That is common to both. And from the
standpoint of language, you share that, both
of you speak one tongue. And you have
in common the same civilization. And now,
with these numerous poinis of partnership
or contact and the one point of difference,
which is of the least importance, that of
color, are you going to allow this least of
differences, namely, that of ecolor, to sepa-
rate you?

From the standpoint of the body, you
have that in common. All the five senses
and tangible properties of man youn share.
As regards intelligence, vou are both en-
dowed therewith. Patriotism is eommon to
both. From the standpoint of language
there is a point of contact. Your eiviliza-
tion is one and the same. From the stand-
point of religion you are one and the same,
One point of distinetion, and that is eolor.
Is it meet, is it becoming, with all the points
of contaet, for this least point of distinetion
or difference should there be any separation
or difference? Indeed, not! God is not
pleased, nor is any intelligent man pleased,
nor is any reasonable man willing to have
any difference because of that.

His Holiness, Baha'o'llah, has proclaimed
to the world the Oneness of the world of
humanity. He has caused the various na-

‘tions and divergent sects and ereeds to unite,

and he has declared that the difference in
color in the human kingdom is similar to
the differences of the flowers, the variegated
flowers in a garden. If you enter a garden
vou will see vellow flowers, white flowers,
dark, variegated flowers, the red flower, for
example, in the utmost of delicacy and
beauty, radiant, and each one through dif-
ference lends a charm to the other. This
difference in the human kingdom is similar
to that. And now were vou to be ushered
into a garden where all the flowers were
to he of the same hue or . eolor, how
monotonons!



