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ABDUL BARA. THE PERSIAN TEACHER or BROTHER.HOOD 
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A PERSIAN TEACHER. 

0 N April 12- Abdul Bahn, the head of 
the religious movement kno,.wn. as 

Bnbaism, a.rrh·cd in America to visit his 
rnpitl.ly inc;rMsing bond of followers. His 
coming is of particular interest to those 
of us who beLieve in the brol borbood of 
man, for that is the doctrine the Elabais em­
phasize nbo,10 all pthcr things. Because they 
hn\'O taught it, their first lead(\T ,N1s put to 
dcaib, their sccood died in prison, wbilc 
;\ bdul Bahn, their third bead, bns spen l all 
his life~ until n. £cw ycttrS i,go, in the Tu.rk­
h;l1 prison at Acea, in Syria, tho Hncw holy 
city" or the Bnhais. 

It is on1y se,·euty years since the move­
m~nt ot' which he is the lender origiirntc<l io 
Persia; to-day it nuinbers 10,000 disciples 
ond is bTTOwi11g at nn amazing rate. 'Jt is 
not, properly speaking, a "new religion." It 
docs not ask a Christian to cease professing 
Christianity or a Mohammedan to give up 
bis ?.fohmomedunism. It docs, however~ 
domnnd th,t each person shall follow the 
spiritual truths of his religion, ond it pnys 
lilt.le ottention to dogma. 

'fhc moYerucnt presents in many respects 
a striking par111lel with the early growth of 
Chrislhrnity. Like Christianity, it began as a 
prCltest ngninst tho corruption of estnblished, 
untolera.nt, unspirit1111l religion, Rnd also like 
Christianity it drow on it~lf tl1c most inhu• 
num persecutions. The nmnbe.r of mnrtyrs 
is estimated at about 50,000. They have 
bcon burned alive, bebeuded, torn in pie<-'eS, 
hanged and tortured in nil the ways official 
c.ruolty could devise. There has not been an 
instn.nce of recantntion. The records of the 
Ba.h:us spca.k ot the victims as "athirst £Or 
!he draught of martyrdom," and it is indeed 
true that they died with song,; 011 their lips. 

There wero persecutions and martyrdoms 
so recently as nine yen.rs ago, but the J.,.~ent 
time of trial wns in the years 184$ to 18,52, 
when tho movement wns beginning and tbe 
Pcrsjan govcJ'llment s:nv, in tl1e growth of 
this enthusinsr11 for brotherhood, a menace 
to its arbitrary power. Porhaps twenty 
thousand men, womeo1 and even childrea1 

died during these years of persecution. 
Jt was in 1844 thnt a young Persian 

• namod Mohnmmcd Ali began to preach a 
doctrine of simplicity and spirituality. Re 
enlleil himso]f "the Rab," which in Persian 
means "lhe gnte." It wns not uncommon 
for teachers to adopt this title, signifying 
that wisdom did not ori~nate with t.hcm1 

but came from heaven, using them as lbe 
gnte by which to approach humanity .. The 
Bab was only 25 yonrs old, but he soon won 
a !urge number of followers, so soon that tho 
great persecution began when he bad 
pr<lached but four years. 

The aceusatio11s brought against the fol­
lowers of the Bab wer<l very sunilnr to those 
brought against tbe early Chrisbnns. Tboy 
were cbarged with being "bad citizcos,"·be­
enuse Ibey taught love to nll men of nil 
races, aud o.f im.morulit,y, because they prac-­
tised • kind of community of gooa•, like 
that of the early Cbristiaus. 

~'he Bnb found mnrlyrdom in the course 
of time, boing banged from thll wall of a 
prison and $hot; so, in tlio words of the 
chronicle, did "that holy spirit escape from 
ils gentle frame nnd ru;eend to the supreme 
horizon.'' But, liko John the Baptist, be 
had continually sr;okeu of someone to fol­
low him nnd })O.rfect bis work, and soon 
nftc.r his death n man arose who wu..c:; gen­
erally re<l"i"ed "" the bend of the move­
ment. This wns Baha Ulla, the father of 
Abdul Bnha. 

Bnha Ulla was a man of great wealth and 
high rank. Be did not long keep either, for 
the Persian government, afraid perhaps to 
kill him, confiscated his goods and exiled 
him. "TJrnnk God, I tun now (rOO.,'' cried 
Baba Ulla ,vhen ho heard that nil bis weaitl, 
was Josi. \Vitb ibe greatest suffering he and 
his family, with a bnnd of followers, mode 
their way from Persia toward t.he coast. No 
sooner k,d they arrived than the Turkish 
froVOrnmcnt arrested them and threw them 
in prison nt Accn. Bahn Ulla never left the 
prison :lgain, and Abdul .Baba grew up and 
spent nll his life there, until the "Young 
Turks" seized the government a few years 
ago and gave him his frco<lom. 

At first the family suffered ~'Teatly, but 
by del)"Tees, ru, tlie jnilers snw that they were 
kindly and g,,nUo people, tboy were given 
!oOme pri"Vilegc1,1,1 so that friends could ~me 

U,em nnd the work could be enrried on fro,o 
tho prison. Bnhn Ulla did n great den! to 
simplify the somewbat complicated nnd Ori­
ental teachings of tl10 rnovemenL His son 
wos oeoo1.>ted by all as his suooessor, 
although there is 110 theory of a priestly 
family which is to n1le the Bahai.s. 

At Abdul Baha's houS<l in Aecn BIi men 
nre welcomed. Persian, African, French­
man, American-they all meet os hrotheN 
before f.he mRsler. He is the most geoorous 
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THE LATE DAVID H, l'ERRl.S 

ff1Hl l10SJ1i1nh1e of mr.n, nnd :111 nrc wc]c:ome 
to bis tnblc. lie follows literally tbe Scrip­
liura I injnncl iou 10 frivc his ~oods to the 
poor; Ll1e oonl he wc:u-s is usu:-tlly nil lie has. 

~ahu·,,tly, lie is interested ju the question 
of ro.eo projudiec in tbis couulry. where he 
IH1s so mtrny diseiples. Hecen1Jy lie sent this 
messn~o to one of lhcm. ~I.rs.. Al. L. Hola.y1 

who lu,s scnl: it to ~rm,: Cms1s: 
uGivc Mrs. Bot,,y my gr<'eiiug-s ::111<1 love 

and lei) l1ct· sh~ ulnsl gr(!fill~· et11.lctw1>r 
tlu·on~h I he nssisln nee of l1ct1,·c11 lo c::,st 
light ~,unong-lbc colored po0ph"!: so that they 
inn~, hcconw as 01L1· hrol her~. no hhwks, no 
while~, bolh :1~ 011<'. B.,· this means you 
slrnll free AmC!l·i<'o from nll preju'1i1•e. Be­
~:111~ i11 Ilia K_iu~dom 0£ Cod .:i.LI al'c th(' 
!:mme, wl.Jetbcr black or white. TJ,e g,--enteY 
I he fn.i I h of either, l be nJore ncccplablc ii,: 

lu) iu the Kinf:'dom. A r~,itbfnl colorccl be• 
Jicn~r is a C'hild of ihe KinJ?dom. while {1 

white unbelie\·e1· is. de1n·h·cd. God looks 
11pon h<'arls. not upon eo1ors. He looks 
upon qualitic~1 nol upon hodie~.'' 

!\?, 
THE LATE DAVID H. FERRIS. 

0 K )Jnr<'h f) M,-. Dtn-id l 1. Ferris.. one 
of iii(• well-lrnow11 colored men of N<"w 

}fnven :md tt n~1c.r.u1 of th(\ ('i\'il \Vnr. died 
of heart fnilor~. For u1:u1y ~·e:u-s he had 
interest('.,} 11i1use)( in the wclfill'(I of his peo­
plt\ ::ind lhC' h·ibtttC'S pai<l to his memory 
enmc from :111 <'lnsscs of i.:oeiel.v. Ile was 

horn in Xcw Yor1' Cily sixty-se.veo years 
ago, ~u1d w~t:i the son of a ~fotl1o<list 
r>reac.her. llis ~randfother had escaped 
from sl:H·ery. Da\'irl FetTis wn~ 011ly :.1 boy 
wben the wm· broke oul, but he enlisted as 
~oo :)~ he eouJ.1 be reeei\·ed, nn<l went 
Soulh witb a New York regiment. He was 
a mnn of grc:,L strength, i1S u·ell ilS courage, 
nnd distiug-uishcd lti1Uself. on se\·e.rn1 oec:a• 
sions. Uc scn·cd for some time. in the .far 
South, :111d ilfler iii-., close of d,e war did 
duty in suppressing l he guen·i11as. Bis son, 
\ViJfoun H. Fen-is, is a g1.·aduatc of Yale and 
JlnrnlrJ Cuh·ersities. 

i!il 
THE MILITARY ATTACHES TO LIBERIA. T RE mililnry nthwh(,s of the United 

St;.1tcs legation who are to reorganize 
1he Liberion constab,tlary ha'"e ,just sailed. 
They n.re headecl by C:1 prnin 'f 01111g, of l he 
United St:ues ~u-my, :-incl wi1h him go Dr. 
,Vili-011 B:1llilrfl, who will rnuk in the Libe­
ri:111 anoy ns mn;jol', nod .Mr. Hiclrnrcl ll. 
Kewton ,uul Mr. Arthur A. Rrowne, wbo 
will rnnk :is ct1rt-ains. 

CAPT. A. A. BROWNE OA:P-T. R. H. Nl!WTON 
M.-\.JOR W. BALLARD 


