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Undoubtedly in those regions 
the Call of God must have been raised 

in ancient times, 
but it hath been forgotten now.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá  Tablet to Amír Khán (Additional Tablets, Extracts and Talks) 
www.bahai.org/r/341827961
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The Tablet to Amir Khan … for Bahá’ís …  
is kind of like the Holy Grail 

when ‘Abdu’l-Bahá says that:  
“Undoubtedly in those regions” [the Americas] “the 
call of God must have been raised in ancient times  

but it has been forgotten now.”

Kevin Locke 
“Overview of the Spiritual Heritage of this Half of the Planet” (June 21, 2021) 

[Start/stop: 13:33~16:48.] Video clip courtesy of Curt DuBois (July 20, 2024)
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Why did Kevin Locke call the Tablet to 
Amír Khán “the Holy Grail” for Bahá’ís?

Question:
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First, let’s honor and acknowledge 
the late Kevin Locke,  

and his mother, Patricia Locke.
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IN HONOR OF KEVIN LOCKE  
(1954–2022)

DEDICATION
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“First to Arise,”  
Wet plate collodion photograph of 
Kevin Locke, by Shane Balkowitsch 
(Feb. 23, 2016).



Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

THE LATE KEVIN LOCKE

❖ The late Indigenous flutist and hoop dancer, 

Kevin Locke (Hunkpapa Band of Lakota Sioux 

and Anishinabe), whose Lakota name is 

Tȟokéya Inážiŋ (“First to Arise”), passed away 

on September 30, 2022. 


❖ Several obituaries were published, most 

prominently by the New York Times. 


❖ See also: “The Passing of Lakota Legend 

Kevin Locke.”
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“The Universal House of Justice deeply regretted to 
learn from your email letter dated 1 October 2022 of 
the passing of dearly loved devoted believer Kevin 
Locke. His many services to the Cause of God, including 
as a member of your [National Spiritual] Assembly and 
the Auxiliary Board for Propagation, are recalled with 
admiration. May the memory of his commitment to the 
diffusion of the divine teachings and his tireless efforts 
to promote and share Indigenous American culture 
around the world, particularly through dance, music, 
and storytelling, be an enduring source of inspiration 
to all those who knew him.”

Letter, dated 3 October 2022.  
(Courtesy of Dr. Ceylan Isgor [Locke].)
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Tribute by the Universal House of Justice



“He will be lovingly remembered the world over for 

touching people’s hearts — with his characteristic radiant 

smile, tremendous warmth, and delightful humor — as 

he shared the beauty of North American Indigenous 

culture through dance, music, and storytelling, boldly 

and tirelessly conveying a message of the essential 

oneness of humanity to all his audiences.”

The American Bahá’í (Nov./Dec. 2022), p. 50.  
(Image courtesy of Adib Masumian, Dec. 11, 2022.)
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Tribute by the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Bahá’ís of the United States



“Loving condolences on the passing of a very dear 
friend of Aotearoa, Mr Kevin Locke.” 


“We join with Kevin’s many friends around the world 
in celebrating his earthly life, distinguished by his 
love for the Faith and efforts in wholehearted service 
to Bahá’u’lláh and to humanity.”


“Kevin’s belief in the capacity of all of God’s children, 
especially of young people, was the hallmark of his 
service. His loving heart, and vibrant spirit were ever 
turned towards the Revelation of the Age.”

Letter, dated 5 October 2022. 
(Courtesy of Dr. Ceylan Isgor [Locke].)
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Tribute by the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Bahá’ís of New Zealand / 1



“The news of the release of dear Kevin’s soul into the Realms 
Above brought back many beautiful memories of his visits to 
New Zealand. His uplifting presence will long be treasured 
by this community. One particular cherished memory is of 
his orchestration of a beautiful finale to our Pacific Horizons 
Conference in January 1996, where he brought together 
Māori and Lakota to the stage in a moving demonstration of 
unity.” 


“To Kevin’s beloved family members, we extend our heartfelt 
condolences at this unexpected loss. We pray for the 
progress of his illumined soul as it commences its journey 
into the eternal realms of God.”

Letter, dated 5 October 2022. 
(Courtesy of Dr. Ceylan Isgor [Locke].)
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Tribute by the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Bahá’ís of New Zealand / 2
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The Wilmette Institute course, “The Great Spirit Speaks: Voices of the Wise Ones” (RL069), 
team-taught by Kevin Locke and Christopher Buck as faculty instructors, was held online 
three times, with these start dates: (1) 11-Feb-2021; (2) 3-Jun-2021; and (3) 17-Feb-2022. 
Highlights of these courses included: (1) Kevin Locke’s webinar, “Exploring Ptehíŋčala Ska 
Wiŋ (White Buffalo Calf Woman),” (May 15, 2022); Dr. Lee Brown’s webinar, “The Great Law 
of Peace and the Most Holy Book” (June 20, 2021); and (3) Dr. Littlebrave Beaston, 
“American Indians through Printed Materials of the Bahá’í Faith” (Feb. 7, 2021).

Wilmette Institute      .
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“The Great Spirit Speaks: Voices of the Wise Ones”
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IN HONOR OF PATRICIA LOCKE  
(1928–2001)

DEDICATION
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In 1993, she became the first American Indian woman elected to the 
National Spiritual Assembly, the guiding council of the U.S. Bahá’í 

community, and was a member for the rest of her life. 

When Patricia passed away in 2001 at age 73, the Universal House of 
Justice praised her as a “highly devoted, self-sacrificing servant” of the 

Faith and offered prayers for her “illumined soul.”

Annie Reneau 
“Shining Lamp: Patricia Locke (1928-2001)” Brilliant Star 

https://brilliantstarmagazine.org/articles/patricia-locke-1928-20011
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Dearest Friends,

The National Spiritual Assembly is delight-

ed .to report that the November I7, 2001,

by-election to fill the vacancy created by

the passing of our dearly loved sister

Patricia Locke häs resulted in the election

of Ms. Jacqueline Left Hand Bull.

Ms. Left Hand Bull servéd with distinction

as a member of the Continental Board of

THE NATIONAL FUND
Received by the National Treasurer
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DECEMBER I2, 2001

Message of the Universal House of

Justice to the National Spiritual

Assembly of the Bahá'ís of the United

States, dated October 21, 200 I

We were deeply

saddened by

the news of the pass-

ing of highly devoted,

self-sacrificing servant

of the Cause Patricia

locke. Her many years

of dedicated service to

the Faith as a member

of your National Spiri-

ual Assembly will long

be remembered.The widespread recogni-

ion of her outstanding endeavors as an

educator and administrator in championing

the special educational needs ofAmerican

Indians has contributed to the rising pres-

tige of the Cause in the United States.

Kindly conveyour loving sympathy to her

family, and assure them of our heartfelt

prayers at the Sacred Threshold for the

progress of her illumined soul throughout

the heavenly realms.·

The UniversalHouse ofJustice

Tribute to Patricia Locke's life/page 3

SEE UNIVERSAL HOUSE, PAGE 25

organized by the Office of the Treasurer,

brought nearly 270 local treasurers or

other delegates of Spiritual Assemblies to

Northbrook, Illinois, on Oct. 25-27.

About 30 more were on hand to lead work-

shops or participate in panel discussions.

"The experience was educational,

enlightening, spiritual, fun, and inspira-

tional," one local treasurer from Georgia

wrote to the Office of the Treasurer. "I

can't wait to begin my new journey,

Dear Bahá'í Friends··'.-· · . :~~~P5 pffar-reaching dimensions
h ·chills,„preoccupation with the

The Major Plan of Gò mforts of material

throughout the world, stof this turmoil,
disintegration of " or humankind is

new one unfol

pelling forward äs. éing made by the
tion of a magnitudené; o thé:Greatest Name is a

«e«·as a.askz:.%.2consciousness of a majority'öfthe
world's people, who remain unaware rounding distraction and distress,

of God's purpose in this Day. There is

a growing sense of a fundamental

BY JAMES HUMPHREY

Message of the Universal House of Justice to the Bahá'ís of the
World, dated Nov. 12, 200 I

The weekend was one of opening

hearts to new horizons in service, of

exploring ways to carry out the variety of

roles local Bahá'í treasurers play in keep-

ing the "life-blood of the Cause" healthy.

Yet at the end it was clear those possi-

bilitics must result in unified action by the

Bahá'ís in general, to reverse a downslide

afflicting the senior Funds of the Faith.

"Cultivating a Spirit of Generosity," the

first-ever National Treasurer's Forum

Forum opens horizons for treasurers

Universal House of Justice member Glenford Mitchell (left) chats with Evaz Fanaian

(right) of the Fulton County Northeast, Georgia, Bahá'í community after his talk

Oct. 11 in Atlanta. Listening in is Joey Fischer of Sandy Springs. Photo by Tom Hennillo

BY TOM MENNILLO

Dearest Friends,

The National Spiritual Assembly

received the following message of

critical importance from the Univer-

sal House of Justice addressed "To

the Bahá'ís of the World" about the

pressing need for a marked increase

in the contributions to the Bahá'í

International Fund to sustain the

work of the Faith.

With loving Bahá'í greetings,

Robert C. Henderson,

Secretary-General

from the National Spiritual Assembly

to the American Bahá'í Community

Crucial message on International Fund

REFOCUSING

ON INSIGHTS OF

THE GUARDIAN
Glenford Mitchell's talks
put events in perspective

It would come as no surprise if Bahá'íbooksellers saw a run on works by

Shoghi Effendi in the days following

Glenford Mitchell's mid-October talks

in Wilmette and Atlanta.

The Guardian's crystal-clear insights

into our age formed the nucleus of the

two speeches, given during the Univer-

sal House of Justice member's "vaca-

tion" in the United States and Canada.

While in Canada, Mitchell had

addressed gatherings at nine localities,

with about 4,300 total attending,

according to Bahá'í Canada magazine.

At the Bahá'í House of Worship in

Wilmette, Illinois, on Oct. 13, Mitchell

was welcomed not only with the respect

due a member of the Supreme Body of

the Faith, but also with a warmth

extended to one of our own coming

home. He had spent several years there

as secretary-general of the National

Spirimal Assembly of the United States.

More than 400 people braved the
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Tribute by the Universal House of Justice

“We were deeply saddened by the news of the passing of 
highly devoted, self-sacrificing servant of the Cause 
Patricia Locke. Her many years of dedicated service to the 
Faith as a member of your National Spiritual Assembly 
will long be remembered. The widespread recognition of 
her outstanding endeavors as an educator and 
administrator in championing the special educational 
needs of American Indians has contributed to the rising 
prestige of the Cause in the United States. Kindly convey 
our loving sympathy to her family, and assure them of our 
heartfelt prayers at the Sacred Threshold for the progress 
of her illumined soul throughout the heavenly realms.”

Letter, dated 21 October 2001.  
(Courtesy of U.S. National Bahá’í Archives, July 29, 2024.)
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Tribute by the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Bahá’ís of the United States

Letter, dated October 20, 2001.  
(Courtesy of Dr. Littlebrave Beaston, June 29, 2024.)

Dearest Friends: 


Grief stricken the National Spiritual Assembly 
announces the passing today at the break of dawn ni 
Phoenix, Arizona, of our noble hearted devoted sister 
Patricia Locke.


We beseech your prayers for the progress of her 
cherished soul towards the exalted Paradise.



Patricia Locke – also known by her Lakota name as Tȟawáčhiŋ 
Wašté Wiŋ, or Compassionate Woman – served as the first Native 

American woman on the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of 
the United States [1993–2001]; was a distinguished MacArthur Fellow 

for her work preserving Indigenous languages; and was inducted 
posthumously into the National Women’s Hall of Fame in 2005.

David Langness (editor) 
“Patricia Locke on Native American Manifestations of God” 

https://bahaiteachings.org/patricia-locke-on-native-american-manifestations-of-god/
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Hand of the Cause of God, 
Rúhiyyih Khánum (L), Patricia 
Locke (R) Haifa, 1994.

Traveled to Haifa, Israel with the National Spiritual 
Assembly and met Hand of the Cause of God 
Rúhiyyih Khánum, who seated Patricia by her side as 
a sign of respect toward Indigenous people. 

— Dr. Littlebrave Beaston, Warrior Grandma: The Story of 
Patricia Locke (Greenwood Press, 2022), p. 192. Kindle Edition.
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Patricia Locke’s favorite Bahá’í passage 
was this universalism by Bahá’u’lláh:

Interesting Note:
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Unto the cities of all nations 
He hath sent His Messengers, Whom He hath 

commissioned to announce unto men tidings of the 
Paradise of His good pleasure, and to draw them nigh 
unto the Haven of abiding security, the Seat of eternal 

holiness and transcendent glory.

Bahá’u’lláh  Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh 
www.bahai.org/r/934614208   

Days of Remembrance · www.bahai.org/r/149740974 
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A: My mother [Patricia Locke] was not aware 
of the portion of the Tablet to Amir Khan that confirms the 

appearance of God’s Messengers to this hemisphere– 

“Undoubtedly in those regions (the Americas) the Call of God 
must have been raised”–but based on her upbringing she 

intuitively knew it to be true.

Kevin Locke 
Course: “The Great Spirit Speaks: Voices of the Wise Ones” (Feb, 15, 2021). 

https://courses.wilmetteinstitute.org/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=63160#p175536
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For the immigrant populations and Indigenous folks who have 
been cut off from their spiritual heritage, 

  ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amir Khan  
is a touchstone that opens doors of understanding  

to the true history of this land. 

Kevin Locke 
Course: “The Great Spirit Speaks: Voices of the Wise Ones” (Feb, 15, 2021). 

https://courses.wilmetteinstitute.org/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=63160#p175536
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1993 Chicago
PARLIAMENT OF THE 
WORLD’S RELIGIONS
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Why did Patricia Locke speak at the 1993 
Parliament of the World’s Religions?

Question:

40



The United Nations proclaimed 1993:  
“International Year of the World’s Indigenous People”

Answer:
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· Seminar · Lecture · Declaration ·

Patricia Locke gave three presentations in  

the 1993 Parliament of the World’s Religions:
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Seminar
PATRICIA LOCKE’S 1993
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Q: Kevin, in researching this series of articles on Patricia Locke, your late 
mother, who was inducted into the National Women’s Hall of Fame in 

2005, I requested written permission from the Council of the Parliament 
of the World’s Religions to publish an archival digital audio file of a panel 
presentation in the 1993 Parliament of the World’s Religions featuring her, 

among other presenters, as well as the words she spoke during that 
presentation.

Christopher Buck 
“Patricia Locke’s Dual Belief in White Buffalo Calf Woman and Baha’u’llah” 

https://bahaiteachings.org/patricia-lockes-dual-belief-in-white-buffalo-calf-woman-and-
bahaullah/
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On December 1, 2021, permission was granted by the Parliament of the 
World’s Religions, so it is with great pleasure that we now publish, online, 

the entire digital audio file of the following session:  

“Native American Women’s Wisdom: Our Spiritual Selves” (which, 
according to the 1993 official program, p. 107, was entitled,  

“Native Women’s Wisdom: Our Spiritual Paths”) held on Thursday, 
September 2, 1993.

Christopher Buck & Kevin Locke 
“Patricia Locke’s Dual Belief in White Buffalo Calf Woman and Baha’u’llah” 

https://bahaiteachings.org/patricia-lockes-dual-belief-in-white-buffalo-calf-woman-and-
bahaullah/
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Here’s the link to this historic archival audio file: https://drive.google.com/file/d/
1xFQN7epXdVtHnrF9i3VOgbXodK9d2x_j/view?ts=61a7db97.  
CREDIT: Digital file of Tape 512 Native American Women’s Wisdom Our Spiritual Selves, 1993 
Parliament of the World’s Religions audio recording, 1993 Parliament of the World’s 
Religions [267 audio cassettes housed in 15 containers]. Chicago, IL: Teach ’em. ARCPWR. 
291.06 N716W1993, 1993 Parliament of the World’s Religions in Chicago records, Collection 
Identifier: MSS0077, Special Collections and Archives, DePaul University, John T. Richardson 
Library. Permission granted by the Parliament of the World’s Religions, courtesy of Miriam V. 
Quezada Mendez, Communication & Program Manager at Parliament of the World’s 
Religions, December 1, 2021. 

Patricia Locke           .
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Audio Recording of Patricia Locke’s Historic 1993 Parliament Presentation



Patricia Locke Audio 
(Audio clip, courtesy of Curt DuBois, July 27, 2024.)

Digital audio file, courtesy of Miriam Quezada 
(Dec. 7, 2021) 

By permission, Parliament of Religions.
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Patricia Locke Audio 
(Audio clip, courtesy of Curt DuBois, July 27, 2024.)

Digital audio file, courtesy of Miriam Quezada 
(Dec. 7, 2021) 

By permission, Parliament of Religions.
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I thought it would be important to tell you a little bit first about our 
valid belief system. We…know the White Buffalo Calf Woman 
came to us about 636 A.D. That is, of course, an estimate. …  

You should know that having a woman bring the message of God to 
a people is quite extraordinary. There are not, in this Hemisphere, 

many Messengers or Manifestations of God that were women.

Patricia Locke  
Native American Women’s Wisdom: Our Spiritual Selves 

(September 2, 1993) Transcript of digital audio file.
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I have just finished preparing in the past few weeks for a 
workshop tomorrow about Manifestations of God in the Western 

Hemisphere, and have just read 25 books.  

And these 25 books almost drove me crazy. Because I would be 
so upset every night that I couldn’t sleep. 

Patricia Locke  
Native American Women’s Wisdom: Our Spiritual Selves 

(September 2, 1993) Transcript of digital audio file. [Start at 1:06.24 to 1:09.02]
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Because I would be so upset every night that I couldn’t sleep.  
Because we would be called “pagans” and “demon 

worshipers.”  
And, whenever our religion is discussed, it would be with 

lowercase “g” for “God” and pluralized – and “spirits” [with] 
lowercase “s” – as if we could not conceptualize one God. 

Patricia Locke  
Native American Women’s Wisdom: Our Spiritual Selves 

(September 2, 1993) Transcript of digital audio file. [Start at 1:06.24 to1:09.02]
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I think I can say, with almost without exception, from 
from the tip of Alaska in the north, down to Tierra del 

Fuego, almost every nation worshipped one God. 

Patricia Locke  
Native American Women’s Wisdom: Our Spiritual Selves 

(September 2, 1993) Transcript of digital audio file. [Start at 1:06.24 to1:09.02]

53



But this is very hard to find in all of the texts about belief 
systems by anthropologists and archaeologists and others. And 

I am not sure why that is so. 

I suspect that, if we are seen as primitive peoples, incapable of 
conceptualizing God, then that justifies or rationalizes the 

Holocaust and the theft of a Hemisphere.

Patricia Locke  
“Native American Women’s Wisdom: Our Spiritual Selves” 

(September 2, 1993) Transcript of digital audio file. [Start at 1:06.24 to1:09.02]
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Lecture
PATRICIA LOCKE’S 1993
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“God’s Messengers to the Native Peoples of the Western Hemisphere” 
(Friday, September 3, 1993)



A major Euro-American fiction still held by many is that God and the 
Messengers of God were somehow absent in the entire hemisphere 
prior to, and at the time of the arrival of the Spanish conquest of the 

Americas.  
This ethnocentric fiction has had, and still has, tragic implications for 
American Indian nations that wish to worship God as the Messengers 

taught them, and which is their fundamental human right.

Patricia Locke “God’s Messengers to the Native Peoples of the Western Hemisphere” (1993).  
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/l/locke_native_american_messengers.pdf 

(Digital scan, courtesy of Nadema Agard (Winyan Luta/“Woman Holy Red”) sent to Kevin Locke, October 11, 2021.)
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The premise of this paper is that God did not neglect the millions of 
indigenous peoples of the Western Hemisphere, that over the 

centuries a “myriad of Messengers” of God were sent to various 
Indian nations to bring them divine theologies of which many have 

survived and are practiced today. 
For centuries, the indigenous peoples of the Americas have been 

intensely religious and spiritual.

Patricia Locke “God’s Messengers to the Native Peoples of the Western Hemisphere” (1993).  
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/l/locke_native_american_messengers.pdf 

(Digital scan, courtesy of Nadema Agard (Winyan Luta/“Woman Holy Red”) sent to Kevin Locke, October 11, 2021.)
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Patricia Locke’s 1993 Paper: 
Full Text (except for Title Page & Last Page)

See “Appendix 4” below (after “Questions & Discussion”):
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Declaration
PATRICIA LOCKE’S 1993
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Declaration of Vision (1993): 

A.  Acknowledgement of the myriad of 
messengers of the Creator, the 
Great Mystery, to the peoples of the 
Western Hemisphere. 

Patricia Locke 
Photograph by Don Doll.
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Yes, Patricia Locke did have a dual religious identity. At the 1993 Parliament of the World’s 
Religions, she presented and spoke as a practicing Lakota and Baha’i — arising, as you rightly 
say, from her dual belief in White Buffalo Calf Woman and Baha’u’llah. And, yes, this has 
profound implications for future Baha’i interactions with Indigenous peoples. Instead of 
rejecting their respective Indigenous heritages, they simply widen their circles and horizons 
by embracing the universal worldview that the Baha’i Faith offers.  

— Kevin Locke, “Patricia Locke’s Dual Belief in White Buffalo Calf Woman and Baha’u’llah” 
(Jan. 18, 2022).

Kevin Locke           .
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“Patricia Locke presented and spoke as a practicing Lakota and Baha’i”



LETTER TO GANADO
THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE
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KL: “I’ve got it on my 
wall here... It says:”

CB: “There’s a very interesting letter…
from the Universal House of Justice…”

66



❖ [14:55] CB: There's a very interesting letter... from the Universal 
House of Justice to a Bahá’í unity conference that was held on a 
Navajo Reservation.... It references Messengers of God who are 
also called “Wise Ones.”… 

❖ KL: Do you want me to read that message?  
❖ CB: Would you please? I'd be delighted!  
❖ KL: I’ve got it on my wall here... It says… [14:55–19:24]

— Kevin Locke & Christopher Buck 
“A Bahá’í-inspired Perspective on Indigenous Messengers of God, Part I (Green Acre)” 

 (Recorded live on April 2, 2020.) [Courtesy of Curt Dubois, July 28, 2024]
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The All-Wise Creator of earth and heaven 
has from the beginning which has no beginning 

sent to His peoples Divine Messengers to guide them 
to the Straight Path. These Wise Ones have come to 
establish the unity of the Kingdom in human hearts. 

The Universal House of Justice  Message to Bahá’í Unity Conference, Ganado, Arizona (18 May 1972) 
https://bahai.works/MUHJ63-86/112/

Message_to_Bah%C3%A1%E2%80%99%C3%AD_Unity_Conference,_Ganado,_Arizona
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Beloved friends,   
Praise be to the Almighty that you have gathered 

in that beautiful spot in a spirit of love and harmony 
for the purpose of strengthening the bonds of unity 

between yourselves and among all men. 

The Universal House of Justice  Message to Bahá’í Unity Conference, Ganado, Arizona (18 May 1972) 
https://bahai.works/MUHJ63-86/112/

Message_to_Bah%C3%A1%E2%80%99%C3%AD_Unity_Conference,_Ganado,_Arizona
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This great evolutionary process of building 
the organic unity of the human race has entered a 

new stage with this mighty message of Bahá’u’lláh.  
His voice is the voice of the Great Spirit. 

His love for humankind is the force of the New Age. 

The Universal House of Justice  Message to Bahá’í Unity Conference, Ganado, Arizona (18 May 1972) 
https://bahai.works/MUHJ63-86/112/

Message_to_Bah%C3%A1%E2%80%99%C3%AD_Unity_Conference,_Ganado,_Arizona
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He who sends the rain, who causes the sun 
and the stars to shine, the rivers to flow, the 
winds to blow and the earth to give forth her 

bounties has in this Great Day sent to all 
mankind Bahá’u’lláh.

The Universal House of Justice  Message to Bahá’í Unity Conference, Ganado, Arizona (18 May 1972) 
https://bahai.works/MUHJ63-86/112/

Message_to_Bah%C3%A1%E2%80%99%C3%AD_Unity_Conference,_Ganado,_Arizona
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It is this Great One who has opened the door 
of divine knowledge to every soul. 

It is His teachings that will establish world unity 
and bring about universal peace. 

The people of the world are the tools in His hand.

The Universal House of Justice  Message to Bahá’í Unity Conference, Ganado, Arizona (18 May 1972) 
https://bahai.works/MUHJ63-86/112/

Message_to_Bah%C3%A1%E2%80%99%C3%AD_Unity_Conference,_Ganado,_Arizona
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“Harmony” = “Hózhó” (Diné)
Premise 1
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Bitahnii Wayne Wilson 
Diné (Navajo) Bahá’í
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There I found a spiritual state of Hózhó— 
the Diné system of principles that guide one’s 

thoughts, speech and virtuous deeds into a state of 
peace, happiness, beauty, balance and harmony. 

I learned that they are very much the same as reading 
the Baha’i writings and prayers.

Bitahnii Wayne Wilson 
“The Connections Between Navajo and Baha’i Spirituality” (July 28, 2019). 

https://bahaiteachings.org/connections-navajo-bahai-spirituality/
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Jenny Manybeads

Diné (Navajo) Bahá’í–Age: 100 
(Photo by David Smith, 1984)
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“Wise Ones” = “Divine Messengers”
Premise 2
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INDIGENOUS LAND & SPIRITUAL 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT

KEVIN LOCKE
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My intuition tells me that there are several obvious “Indigenous messengers of God” who 
should be highly regarded, recognized and respected by non-indigenous as well as 
Indigenous peoples. Among them are Deganawida, the Peacemaker, of the Haudenosaunee 
peoples; White Buffalo Calf Woman of the Lakota; Sweet Medicine of the Cheyenne; and 
Breathmaker of the southeastern Muskogean peoples. Other Indigenous spiritual teachers 
are no less great.“  

— Kevin Locke, “Does Progressive Revelation Include Indigenous Messengers of God?” 
(Oct. 11, 2021).

Kevin Locke           .
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“Indigenous messengers of God” should be highly regarded, recognized and respected”
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Grandfather above, we acknowledge 
the Holy Ones You have sent upon this land 
to kindle the sacred fire in the hearts of us 

— Your grandchildren.

Kevin Locke 
“The Pawnee Homecoming, and What It Means to Live on Native Land” (June 10, 2021). 
https://bahaiteachings.org/the-pawnee-homecoming-and-what-it-means-to-live-on-native-land/
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We are eternally grateful that, in ancient times, 
You have sent Deganawida, the Peacemaker, 

White Buffalo Calf Woman, Breath Maker, 
Sweet Medicine and a myriad others to breathe 
holiness and beauty upon this Turtle Island … 

Kevin Locke 
“The Pawnee Homecoming, and What It Means to Live on Native Land” (June 10, 2021). 
https://bahaiteachings.org/the-pawnee-homecoming-and-what-it-means-to-live-on-native-land/
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… and Your grandchildren here, 
and to teach us Your laws and to enable us  
to draw close to You and especially to love 

and cherish our relative, Grandmother Earth, 
and all that dwell upon her.

Kevin Locke 
“The Pawnee Homecoming, and What It Means to Live on Native Land” (June 10, 2021). 
https://bahaiteachings.org/the-pawnee-homecoming-and-what-it-means-to-live-on-native-land/
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In particular, we acknowledge the Holy Ones 
You have sent to the spot upon which we 

stand and the nations and kindreds who have 
been the custodians of that sacred trust.

Kevin Locke 
“The Pawnee Homecoming, and What It Means to Live on Native Land” (June 10, 2021). 
https://bahaiteachings.org/the-pawnee-homecoming-and-what-it-means-to-live-on-native-land/
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We ask that You breathe upon and fan 
the embers of the fire of love and faith 

in our hearts and minds, that our footsteps 
may tread Your path and we may restore 
peace and order upon this blessed land.

Kevin Locke 
“The Pawnee Homecoming, and What It Means to Live on Native Land” (June 10, 2021). 
https://bahaiteachings.org/the-pawnee-homecoming-and-what-it-means-to-live-on-native-land/
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Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

Lakota Translation – Indigenous Land and Spiritual Acknowledgement
❖ Tȟuŋkášila Wakȟáŋtȟaŋka: uŋčháŋtepi él pȟéta wakȟáŋ waŋ iléyapi kta čha wakȟáŋpi 

eyá makȟóčhe kiŋ lé él uwíčhayaši čhaŋké čhéwičhuŋkiyapi. Eháŋni Tekánawita éna 

Ptehíŋčala Ská Wíŋ éna Hesaketvmese éna Motsé'eóeve ewíčhakiyapi kiŋ éna tuwáwa 

kȟó uwíčhayaši čhaŋké oíhaŋkešniyaŋ philáuŋyayapi. Hená Khéya Wíta él nitȟákožapi 

kiŋ waštéšteya wakȟáŋkȟaŋyaŋ awíčhaniyaŋpi. Hená nitȟóopȟe kiŋ uŋspéuŋkhiyapi kte, 

héčhel uŋkíš nikȟáŋyela uŋkúpi na iyótaŋš Uŋčí Makȟá éna toná akáŋl mánipi kiŋ hená 

iyúha thewíčhuŋkiȟilapi kte. Hó nakúŋ oyáte eyá wóaiȟpeye wakȟáŋ kiŋ hé awáŋglaka-

haŋpi kiŋ hená kȟó wačhéwičhuŋkičičhiyapi. Uŋkítȟawačhiŋpi na uŋčháŋtepi él 

wótheȟila na wówičala kiŋ pȟešníža s’e ayániyiŋ kta uŋníčilapi. Héčhel čhaŋkú nitȟáwa 

kiŋ ogná maúŋnipi na makȟóčhe wašté kiŋ lé él ečhél wólakȟóta uŋglókupi kte. 

❖ — Translation by Elliott Bannister, Language Specialist at Standing Rock Sioux Tribe (December 17, 
2022), who recorded the audio as well. (See next slide to hear audio recording.)
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Audio Recording of 
Lakota Translation of 
Kevin Locke’s Prayer 

Recorded 12-17-2022
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This prayer is not mine —  
and I shudder to see my name associated with it.  

It is in no way final, just an idea upon which others 
can build their own acknowledgements and 

meditations. 

Kevin Locke 
“Encouraging Indigenous Land and Spiritual Acknowledgements” 

 (May 19, 2022) 
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How Kevin Locke’s Indigenous 
Acknowledgment Prayer Was Born

See “Appendix 3” below (after “Questions & Discussion”):
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“THE HOLY GRAIL”
KEVIN LOCKE:  
WHY THE “TABLET TO AMÍR KHÁN” IS:
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❖ [24:22] In the Tablet of Amir Khan, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá also added 
Indigenous Messengers of God sent to the Americas.  

❖ [Okay, next slide.] And here’s a photocopier facsimile of the Tablet 
to Amir Khan.  

❖ [Next.] The Tablet to Amir Khan is a response to some questions 
posed by a man named Amir Khan, and in one of these responses 
the Master said "Undoubtedly in those regions...

Kevin Locke 
“Divine Teachers of the Americas” 

 (Green Acre, Recorded live on October 9, 2021.) [Courtesy of Curt Dubois, July 11, 2024]
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❖ [24:22] … (Amir Khan was specifically asking about the 
Americas, the Western Hemisphere) … “the Call of God must 
have been raised in ancient times, but hath been forgotten now.”  

❖ And then you can see the transliteration of the Farsi.  
❖ [Okay, next slide.] So here, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá establishes a new 

dimension to the Bahá’í principle of “Progressive Revelation”: 
Indigenous Messengers of God to the Americas [25:34]

Kevin Locke 
“Divine Teachers of the Americas” 

 (Green Acre, Recorded live on October 9, 2021.) [Courtesy of Curt Dubois, July 11, 2024]
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❖ 21:53 When my late mother [Patricia Locke] grew up, 
this is what she heard constantly from the older people; 
that they had to hold to their teachings, these great 
ones, these holy ones, that have appeared on this land.  

❖ And she did a lot of research on this, but she did not 
know about the Tablet to Amir Khan.

Kevin Locke 
“The Great Spirit Speaks: Voices of the Wise Ones” 

 (Sunday, November 28, 2021) [Courtesy of Curt Dubois, July 11, 2024]
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Apparently Vinson was not aware of  
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s “Tablet to Amir Khan”  
– for Baha’is, the Holy Grail of proof 

of the appearance of holy souls 
on this side of the planet.

Kevin Locke 
“Voices of Earth and Sky – Discovering Indigenous Holy Ones” (Sept. 23, 2020). 

https://bahaiteachings.org/voices-earth-sky-discovering-indigenous-holy-ones/
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Q: Several times I’ve heard you refer to the Tablet to 
Amir Khan as a “Holy Grail” 

in the Bahá’í Writings.  

When you have a moment, would you please 
elaborate?

Christopher Buck 
Course: “The Great Spirit Speaks: Voices of the Wise Ones” (Feb. 15, 2021). 

https://courses.wilmetteinstitute.org/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=63160#p175536
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For the immigrant populations and Indigenous folks 
who have been cut off from their spiritual heritage,  

‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amir Khan is a touchstone 
that opens doors of understanding to the true history 

of this land.

Kevin Locke 
Course: “The Great Spirit Speaks: Voices of the Wise Ones” (Feb. 15, 2021). 

https://courses.wilmetteinstitute.org/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=63160#p175536
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It is wonderful that we are turning our attention to this 
foundational guidance from the Master.  

This Tablet [Tablet to Amír Khán] articulates one more way that 
the Faith is unique among world religions in that it officially 

recognizes the appearance of Messengers of God on this half of 
the planet.

Kevin Locke 
Course: “The Great Spirit Speaks: Voices of the Wise Ones” (Feb. 24, 2022). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OFy0tds1OCg
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The added dimension of including those Holy Ones that 
ultimately connect us to God is essential.   

This way the Source of sovereignty and identity becomes 
a part of one’s consciousness, thus acknowledging the 

Master’s reference in the Tablet to Amir Khan.

Kevin Locke 
Course: “The Great Spirit Speaks: Voices of the Wise Ones” (March 5, 2021). 

https://courses.wilmetteinstitute.org/mod/forum/discuss.php?d=63908
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Selected Kevin Locke (& Christopher 
Buck) “Indigenous Messengers” Videos

See “Appendix 6” below (after “Questions & Discussion”):
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BASIS IN THE TABLET TO AMÍR KHÁN: 
FOUR PREMISES

“We acknowledge the Holy Ones You have sent.”
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‘Abdu’l-Bahá Added the Buddha
Premise 1
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There are a myriad traditions in the legends of 
peoples that point back to some sort of divine 

revelation but, as the beloved Guardian’s secretary 
pointed out on his behalf in a letter written to an 

individual believer on 13 March 1950, …

The Universal House of Justice  (27 October 1986 – [To an individual]) 
www.bahai.org/r/642016451 
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“… We cannot possibly add names of 
people we (or anyone else) think might be 

Lesser Prophets to those found in the 
Qur’án, the Bible and our own Scriptures.

The Universal House of Justice  (27 October 1986 – [To an individual]) 
www.bahai.org/r/642016451 
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Bahá’u’lláh made no mention of Buddha, 
and if it had not been for ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s 
statement we would not have been in a 

position to state definitely that  
Buddha had been a Manifestation of God.

The Universal House of Justice  (27 October 1986 – [To an individual]) 
www.bahai.org/r/642016451 
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‘Abdu’l-Bahá Added Krishna
Premise 2
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Blessed souls—whether Moses, Jesus, 
Zoroaster, Krishna, Buddha, Confucius or 

Muhammad—were the cause of the 
illumination of the world of humanity.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá  The Promulgation of Universal Peace 
www.bahai.org/r/395268355 
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‘Abdu’l-Bahá said:  
The Message of Krishna 
is the message of love. 

All God’s prophets have brought 
the message of love.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá  Paris Talks (October 24, 1911) 
www.bahai.org/r/994107037
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‘Abdu’l-Bahá Added (in Principle)  
Messengers of God to the Americas

Premise 3
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Here, we can distinguish between explicit 
“Principle” from implicit “Principals.”  

Premise 4
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TABLET TO AMÍR KHÁN
‘ABDU’L-BAHÁ
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“Tablet to Amir Khan” · Entry “AB05069” · Phelps’ “Partial Inventory”
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In ancient times the people of America were, through 
their northern regions, close to Asia, that is, separated 

from Asia by a strait.  
For this reason, it hath been said that crossing had 

occurred. There are other signs which indicate 
communication.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá  Tablet to Amír Khán (Additional Tablets, Extracts and Talks) 
www.bahai.org/r/341827961
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As to places whose people were not informed of the 
appearance of Prophets, such people are excused.  

In the Qur’án it hath been revealed: “We will not 
chastise them if they had not been sent a Messenger.”1 

(Qur’án 17:15)

‘Abdu’l-Bahá  Tablet to Amír Khán (Additional Tablets, Extracts and Talks) 
www.bahai.org/r/341827961
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Undoubtedly in those regions 
the Call of God must have been raised 

in ancient times, 
but it hath been forgotten now.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá  Tablet to Amír Khán (Additional Tablets, Extracts and Talks) 
www.bahai.org/r/341827961
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Tablet to Amír Khán (In Full)
See “Appendix 1” below (after “Questions & Discussion”):
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Who was Amír Khán Áhan?
See “Appendix 2” below (after “Questions & Discussion”):
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WHAT DOES THE “CALL OF GOD” MEAN?: 
FIVE PREMISES

TABLET TO AMÍR KHÁN
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The “Call of God” is first raised by each 
Manifestation of God.

Premise 1
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Thus in moments in which these Essences of Being were 
deep immersed beneath the oceans of ancient and 

everlasting holiness, or when they soared to the loftiest 
summits of Divine mysteries, they claimed their utterances 

to be the Voice of Divinity, the Call of God Himself.

Bahá’u’lláh  Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh 
www.bahai.org/r/355242224 
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In this New Day, the “Call of God” was first 
raised by the Báb, then by Bahá’u’lláh.

Premise 2
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VERILY I say, this is the Day in which mankind can behold the 
Face, and hear the Voice, of the Promised One. The Call of God 
hath been raised, and the light of His countenance hath been 

lifted up upon men. It behooveth every man to blot out the trace 
of every idle word from the tablet of his heart, and to gaze, with 
an open and unbiased mind, on the signs of His Revelation, the 

proofs of His Mission, and the tokens of His glory.

Bahá’u’lláh  Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh 
www.bahai.org/r/712711887 
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“This is the day of vision, for the countenance of God is shining 
resplendent above the horizon of Manifestation. This is the day 

of hearing, for the call of God hath been raised.  
It behoveth everyone in this day to uphold and proclaim that 

which hath been revealed by Him Who is the Author of all 
scripture, the Dayspring of revelation, the Fount of knowledge 

and the Source of divine wisdom.”

Bahá’u’lláh  The Tabernacle of Unity 
www.bahai.org/r/384392688 
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By the term “that true and radiant morn” mentioned in the 
Hidden Words is meant the Dawn of divine Revelation when the 
Exalted One [the Báb] manifested Himself in the plenitude of His 
glory, while the Blessed Tree referreth to the Ancient Beauty.…  

However, when the Call of God was raised in the realm of the 
heart and spirit, mankind remained heedless and inattentive, 

and therefore was dumbfounded. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá  Additional Tablets, Extracts and Talks 
www.bahai.org/r/963668997 
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The “Call of God” was then raised by 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá.

Premise 3
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All these things bring joy to the heart, and yet ‘Abdu’l-Bahá is 
sunk deep in an ocean of grief, and pain and anguish have so 

affected my limbs and members that utter weakness hath 
overtaken my whole body.  

Note ye that when, singly and alone, with none to second me, I 
upraised the call of God around the world, the peoples thereof 

rose up to oppose, to dispute, to deny. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá  Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá 
www.bahai.org/r/586739836 
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The “Call of God” is then raised by 
Bahá’ís worldwide.

Premise 4
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Thou hast written in regard to the Sunday meeting, saying that it 
is established in the utmost of love. Undoubtedly you must be 
firm in holding it, and on the day of meeting raise such song 
and melody in the glorification and praise of Bahá’u’lláh that 
you may cause a tumult in that city—so that everyone may 

hear the call of God and obtain a new spirit through the soul-
refreshing breeze wafted from the rose-garden of the Covenant. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá  Bahá’í Meetings 
www.bahai.org/r/906388080 
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Therefore, “Undoubtedly in those regions [the Americas] 
the Call of God must have been raised in ancient times” 
first by Indigenous Messengers of God. 

Premise 5
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Undoubtedly in those regions 
the Call of God must have been raised 

in ancient times, 
but it hath been forgotten now.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá  Tablet to Amír Khán (Additional Tablets, Extracts and Talks) 
www.bahai.org/r/341827961
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REMAPPING PROGRESSIVE REVELATION

CHRISTOPHER BUCK  
(& GRAPHIC DESIGN BY TARÁZ BUCK)
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The Bahá’í Faith is “scientific in its 
method” (Shoghi Effendi).

Premise 1
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“The Revelation proclaimed by Bahá’u’lláh, His followers 
believe, is divine in origin, all-embracing in scope, 

broad in its outlook, scientific in its method, 
humanitarian in its principles and dynamic in the 

influence it exerts on the hearts and minds of men.”

Shoghi Effendi 
June 1933 letter to the High Commissioner for Palestine (Sir Arthur Grenfell Wauchope) 

https://bahai-library.com/writings/shoghieffendi/uncompiled_letters/1930s/1933-06-XX%20The%20World%20Religion.html 
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Therefore “Progressive Revelation” should 
take into account the History of Religions.

Premise 2
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In cycles gone by, though harmony was established, yet, owing 
to the absence of means, the unity of all mankind could not 

have been achieved.  
Continents remained widely divided, nay even among the 
peoples of one and the same continent association and 

interchange of thought were wellnigh impossible.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá  Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá 
www.bahai.org/r/355125495 
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“Progressive Revelation” should include the 
Indigenous spiritual legacy of the Americas.

Premise 3
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“REVERENCE THE PROFOUND SPIRITUAL TRUTHS 
FOUND IN THEIR PRE-CHRISTIAN RELIGIONS”

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE
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It is suggested that, instead, you present the Bahá’í concepts, as 
expressed by ’Abdu’l-Bahá, namely that the fountain-head of all religions 
is to be found in God through the Teachings of His Prophets, and that all 

peoples have drunk at this ocean of divine Revelation. . . . 
The Bahá’í attitude to earlier religions, therefore, is not that they are false 
or “heathen”, but that, at root, they are all true and that these fundamental 

truths still persist within them.

Universal House of Justice  Letter dated 22 March 1988 to an NSA 
https://bahai-library.com/compilation_cultural_diversity_maturity/ 
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I could see the American Indians 
straighten their shoulders when I 
asked their forgiveness for the 
injustices my race had done them 
and when I praised their great past.

Amatu’l-Bahá Rúhíyyih Khánum (1961)
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Bahá’ís encourage Indians in South America, for example, 
to see and reverence the profound spiritual truths which 

are to be found in both their pre-Christian religions and in 
the Catholicism which, in later centuries, has to varying 

degrees supplanted or overlaid their archaic faiths.

Universal House of Justice  Letter dated 22 March 1988 to an NSA 
https://bahai-library.com/compilation_cultural_diversity_maturity/ 
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Through the Bahá’í teachings, the inner 
conflict which many still feel between their 

ancient religions and Christianity is resolved.

Universal House of Justice  Letter dated 22 March 1988 to an NSA 
https://bahai-library.com/compilation_cultural_diversity_maturity/ 
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I found in The Gospel of the Redman, the 
following twelve commandments: …  

This is truly a high moral code that 
deserves to rank in the preeminent place 
among the ethical standards of mankind. 

William Sears
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An example of the Bahá’í attitude is to be found in the 
operation of such radio stations as Radio Bahá’í Ecuador, 
which has a policy of encouraging Indian arts and music 

and fostering in the Indians pride in their heritage. 

Universal House of Justice  Letter dated 22 March 1988 to an NSA 
https://bahai-library.com/compilation_cultural_diversity_maturity/ 
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CLASS AT BAHÁ'Í-INSPIRED SIMMONS SCHOOL (COLOMBIA)

PHOTO LF

TOP CTR LOWER CTRCLASS, RUHI ARBAB SCHOOL (COLOMBIA)

A CLASS AT BAHÁ’Í-INSPIRED “RUHI ARBAB SCHOOL” (JAMUNDI-ROBLES, COLOMBIA) 

RADIO ANNOUNCER IN THE STUDIO AT “RADIO BAHA’I” (CARACOLLO, BOLIVIA)
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Bahá’ís, believing in all revealed religious truth of past ages as 
an unfoldment of one divine plan, have respect for the customs 

and traditions relating to these religions and cultures. They 
desire to preserve the cultural elements that contribute to the 
well-being of man. An effort is made to acquaint people with 

their own history on earth.

Bahá’í International Community  ”On the Rights of Indigenous Populations"  
Bahá’í News (February, 1975), p. 19 https://bahai.works/index.php?

title=File:Baha%27i_News_527.pdf&page=21
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WHAT DO BAHÁ’Í SCHOLARS SAY?
TABLET TO AMÍR KHÁN

163



Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

❖ In September 1991, the following “Research Note” was published: Enoch N. Tanyi, “The Syrian 

Prophet(s),” Journal of Bahá’í Studies, Vol. 4, No. 3 (1991): 60–62. 


❖ In 1991–1993, I was studying Syriac Christianity (as part of my PhD coursework) at the University 

of Toronto’s “Centre for the Study of Religion.”


❖ In 1993,  I wrote to Christine Zerbinis, editor of the Journal of Bahá’í Studies, who invited me to 

write a “Research Note,” which later grew into a research paper.


❖On Aug. 13, 1994, “Native Messengers of God in Canada?: A Test Case for Bahá’í Universalism” won 

the “Award for Excellence in Bahá’í Studies” by the Association for Bahá’í Studies (ABS) and was 

presented this award by Dr. David S. Ruhe, former member of the Universal House of Justice.

How ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán Attracted Scholarly Attention
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❖ “Native Messengers of God in Canada?: A Test Case for Bahá’í 
Universalism”* (by Christopher Buck*). [*Citing Tablet to Amír Khán.] 

❖ Read in absentia by Wendi Momen.* Bahá’í Studies Seminar. 
❖ Association for Bahá’í Studies (English-Speaking Europe). 
❖ Religious Studies Special Interest Group.  
❖ Newcastle-upon-Tyne, UK (June 1993).  
❖ Fariba Hedayati recorded all the talks at these seminars.

— Dr. Wendi Momen, presenting: 
“Native Messengers of God in Canada?: A Test Case for Bahá’í Universalism” 
Association for Bahá’í Studies (English-Speaking Europe) Bahá’í Studies Review (1996)
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❖ In addition to those mentioned in the Bible and Qorʾān, such as Abraham, 
Moses, Jesus, and Mohammad, the authoritative Bahai texts also 
recognize Zoroaster, Krishna, and the Buddha as Manifestations of God  

❖ and assert that numerous others have come to humanity whose names 
may have been lost, such as, for example, among Native Americans* 
(Bahā’-Allāh, 1984, no. 87, pp. 115-16; tr., p. 84; Fāżel Māzandarāni,* 
pp. 46-47). [*Citing Tablet to Amír Khán.]

— Dr. Moojan Momen* 
“Mazhar-e Elāhi” (Manifestation of God) 
Encyclopædia Iranica (April 11, 2016) Online
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❖ There is in fact a statement from Abdu'l-Baha referring to America to the 
effect that "undoubtedly in those regions the Call of God must have been 
raised in ancient times" (Memorandum of the Research Department of the 
Universal House of Justice, "Zoroaster and Buddha: Simultaneity of 
Manifestations," 24 May 1988). I would argue that this is the equivalent of 
Abdu’l-Baha acknowledging the existence of America Manifestations of God 
and I added a statement to this effect to the article "American Indian Religion 
and the Baha'i Faith" that was intended for the Baha’i Encyclopedia.                       

— Dr. Moojan Momen (Talisman, Wed, 05 Apr 1995 17:13:49 GMT)  
“American Indian Religion and the Bahá’í Faith”* 

*Bahá’í Encyclopedia Project (unpublished paper) Online Source
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“American Indian Religion and the Bahá’í Faith”

Author: Jacqueline (…) Left Hand Bull and Joseph Weixelman


Progress: Original article by OW disc received 1/6/93; rewritten by JD received 4/21/94. 
Edited MM [Moojan Momen] 4/22/94, wm 4/24/94. Further draft received from JD 4/30/94.

Courtesy of Gayle Morrison, Coordinating Editor 
Bahá’í Encyclopedia Project (July 27, 2024) 
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While in the Bahá’í scriptures, no specific Messengers of God who have 
appeared in North America are named, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, evidently referring to the 
existence of such Messengers among the native American peoples, states that 
“undoubtedly in those regions [America] the Call of God must have been raised 
in ancient times” (Research Department Memorandum). In accordance with the 
Bahá’í teaching of progressive revelation, the teachings of these native 
American spiritual teachers paved the way and prepared the people for the 
coming of Bahá’u’lláh.

“American Indian Religion and the Bahá’í Faith” 
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2. Native American prophets: Accounts of the origins of American Indian 
religious systems often identify revered leaders, male and female, who 
promulgated spiritual teachings. These individuals are honored as spiritual 
beings who brought or taught the religious systems of various peoples. This 
also provides a link with Bahá’í teachings, in that Bahá’ís also believe that God 
sends teachers who convey His message and who have come to all peoples in 
the past (see “Manifestation of God”), although the historical record of them 
and their teachings may no longer be reliable.

“American Indian Religion and the Bahá’í Faith” 
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“American Indian Religion and the Bahá’í Faith”

by Jacqueline Left Hand Bull and Joseph Weixelman [edited by Moojan Momen, 1994]


Unpublished draft article, provided courtesy of the Bahá’í Encyclopedia Project. Disclaimer: 


This article was written for possible inclusion in the Bahá’í Encyclopedia, an ongoing project of 
the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of the United States.  It will not appear in the 
Encyclopedia in its present form and should not be considered representative of the  project.

Courtesy of Gayle Morrison, Coordinating Editor 
Bahá’í Encyclopedia Project (July 27, 2024) 
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Native Messengers of God in 
Canada?:  

A Test Case for Bahá’í Universalism

Bahá’í Studies Review Vol. 6 (1996): 97–
133. “Extended Essay” by Christopher Buck.
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❖ … ‘Abdu’l-Bahá specifically stating that God’s call had 
undoubtedly been raised in the Americas in the past. 
(196) 

❖ Some Bahá’ís thus regard figures such as the Native 
American prophets Viracocha (Inca), Quetzalcoátl (Toltec) 
and Deganawida (Iroquois) as divine messengers. (279)

— Dr. Peter Smith 
“Prophets” & “Indigenous Religions” 

A Concise Encyclopedia of the Bahá'í Faith (2000) (Courtesy of Steven Kolins, July 28, 2024)
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Bahá’í Universalism 
and Native Prophets

Reason and Revelation: New 
Directions in Bahá’í Thought (2002): 
172–201. Christopher Buck.
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Messengers of God in North America 
Revisited: An Exegesis of ‘Abdu’l-

Baha’s Tablet to Amir Khan 

Online Journal of Bahá’í Studies.  
Vol. 1 (2007): 180–270. Christopher Buck 
and Don Addison (Choctaw).
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Deganawida, the 
Peacemaker

American Writers, Supplement XXVI 
(2016): 81–100. Christopher Buck.
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❖ In 1993, Patricia mounted her steed of knowledge once again, and along 
with her friend, Jacqueline Left Hand Bull, attempted to dissolve once and 
for all the support for colonization that the Doctrine of Discovery had 
granted.  

❖ They addressed the Parliament of Religions in Chicago with a resolution 
titled “American Indian Declaration of Vision 1993.”  

❖ Briefly, the resolution states that Indigenous people were profoundly 
religious and that they had their own Messengers of God.

— Dr. Littlebrave Beaston (Tsimshean, Makah, and Greek)  
Warrior Grandma: The Story of Patricia Locke 

(Greenwood Press, 2022), pp. 70–71. Kindle Edition. [Audience: Grades 4–6.]
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❖ Patricia’s Belief in Indigenous Messengers of God  
❖ Along with the White Buffalo Calf Woman, Patricia respected all the teachings of 

Messengers of God she learned about while working on the American Indian Religious 
Freedom Act.  

❖ She felt they were sent by God to specific groups of people, in addition to the 
Messengers Who founded major religions, including Krishna, Abraham, Moses, 
Zoroaster, Buddha, Jesus Christ, Muhammad, and now the Báb and Bahá’u’lláh.  

❖ Patricia believed that most Indian tribes, if not all, had Messengers of God who came 
to them in one form or another to bring a religion and spiritual guidance to them.

— Dr. Littlebrave Beaston, “Appendix C: Indigenous Messengers of God,”  
Warrior Grandma: The Story of Patricia Locke 

(Greenwood Press, 2022), pp. 183–184. Kindle Edition. [Audience: Grades 4–6.]
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❖ There is no doubt that many different tribes had visionaries and 
spiritual teachers, and many of the elders of these tribes believe 
that these figures were Messengers of God.  

❖ ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, the son of Bahá’u’lláh, referred to the influence of 
God in the Americas when he wrote,  

❖ “Undoubtedly, in those regions, the Call of God must have been 
raised in ancient times, . . .”125

— Dr. Littlebrave Beaston, “Appendix C: Indigenous Messengers of God,”  
Warrior Grandma: The Story of Patricia Locke 

(Greenwood Press, 2022), pp. 184–185. Kindle Edition. [Audience: Grades 4–6.]
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❖ We can only wonder about the spiritual forces at work in the history of this land, 
and what the world would have been like if the Indigenous people had been 
allowed to practice their religions and their cultures, rather than be forced to 
practice someone else’s religion and culture.126  

❖ Here are a few of the luminaries whom some Indigenous people believe were 
Messengers of God. The Wilmette Institute offers a class on them. (https://
wilmetteinstitute.org/) 

❖ Information about the following luminaries can be found at: https://
bahaiteachings.org/search/native+messengers+of+god 

— Dr. Littlebrave Beaston, “Appendix C: Indigenous Messengers of God,”  
Warrior Grandma: The Story of Patricia Locke 

(Greenwood Press, 2022), pp. 185–186. Kindle Edition. [Audience: Grades 4–6.]
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❖ Deganawida, the Peacemaker (Haudenosaunee/Iroquois)  
❖ White Buffalo Calf Woman (Lakota)  
❖ Sweet Medicine (Cheyenne)  
❖ Lone Man (Mandan and Hidatsa)  
❖ Breathmaker (Seminole and Miccosukee)  
❖ Quetzalcoatl (Toltec) Viracocha (Inca/Quechua) 
❖ Viracocha (Inca/Quechua)

— Dr. Littlebrave Beaston, “Appendix C: Indigenous Messengers of God,”  
Warrior Grandma: The Story of Patricia Locke 

(Greenwood Press, 2022), pp. 186–188. Kindle Edition. [Audience: Grades 4–6.]
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❖ Gluskap (Wabanaki)  
❖ Wesakechak (Cree)  
❖ Nanabush (Anishinaabe)  
❖ Talking God (Navajo/Diné)  
❖ White Shell Woman (Navajo/Diné)  
❖ White Painted Woman (Apache)  
❖ Bunjil (Australian Aboriginal)

— Dr. Littlebrave Beaston, “Appendix C: Indigenous Messengers of God,”  
Warrior Grandma: The Story of Patricia Locke 

(Greenwood Press, 2022), pp. 186–188. Kindle Edition. [Audience: Grades 4–6.]
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Indigenous Messengers of God: 
Overview

See “Appendix 5” below (after “Questions & Discussion”):
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❖ Anything that ‘Abdu’l-Bahá says is going to be important.  
❖ In this case, it gives validation, to those who need it, in understanding 

that, from the onset, Indigenous people were whole and wonderful just 
the way God intended. That their way of life and their religions were 
just as valid as other cultures. … 

❖ For the Indigenous, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s statement can give joy in realizing 
that we are recognized and accepted for who we were intended to be.

— Dr. Littlebrave Beaston, Answer to Question:  
”How significant is the Tablet to Amír Khán, in your opinion?” 

[Qtd. by permission, July 10, 2024.]
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❖ For some, I think once it sinks into the heart and mind, years of self-
abnegation, self-doubt, and self-loathing will diminish, and it will free 
up so much space to develop one’s full potential. For others, who were 
fortunate enough to have had support in being Indigenous, it will be a 
proud “I told you so!” or “Gee, you didn’t know that!” moment as they 
go about being who they were intended to be. They might even be 
curious about a religion that acknowledges Indigenous culture and 
religion, especially if they see it in action.…

— Dr. Littlebrave Beaston, Answer to Question:  
”How significant is the Tablet to Amír Khán, in your opinion?” 

[Qtd. by permission, July 10, 2024.]
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❖ Oh, in this country it is so big that ‘Abdu’l-Bahá said this!  
❖ As He has said before; “The reality of man is his thought…”,  
❖ Then He heals our reality with just a few words: “Undoubtedly, in 

those regions, the Call of God must have been raised in ancient 
times, …”   

❖ So necessary at this time in history if we as a human race are to 
move forward in serried lines.

— Dr. Littlebrave Beaston, Answer to Question:  
”How significant is the Tablet to Amír Khán, in your opinion?” 

[Qtd. by permission, July 10, 2024.]
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❖ ‘Abdu’l-Bahá says that the “Call of God” was raised in America in 
ancient times. The Persian construct, nidā-yi ilāhī (“Call of God”) 
uses two Arabic words (for “Call” and “God”).  

❖ The Arabic word for “call” is al-nidā’. 
❖ As commonly used in the Bahá’í Writings, the expression, the “Call of 

God” almost always means a Revelation by God through a Prophet/
Messenger (which Bahá’ís refer to as a “Manifestation of God”).

— Dr. Necati Alkan 
“Native Messengers of God: Another Baha’i Perspective” 

“Indigenous Messengers of God” Part 10
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❖ In addition to this, the Qur’an says: “Every nation has its Messenger.” (Q. 
10:47a, Arberry’s translation.) … 

❖ So why should God not have sent a Prophet/Messenger also to the Native 
American/Native Canadian “nations” (peoples)? 

❖ Besides, according to Abdu’l-Baha, only 28 Prophets are mentioned in the 
Qur’an by name. There are Prophets that the Qur’an does not mention by 
name, such as Zoroaster. This being the case, we cannot exclude Prophets/
Messengers sent to other “nations.”

— Necati Alkan 
“Native Messengers of God: Another Baha’i Perspective” 

“Indigenous Messengers of God” Part 10
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❖ Lastly, there is a statement by Bahá’u’lláh in his Commentary on the Sura 
of “The Sun.” … Bahá’u’lláh states that every nation on earth has been 
enlightened by one of these “Suns,” i.e. Prophets of God. 

❖ Based on a combination of the above statements by Bahá’u’lláh, ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá and the Qur’an, and since we also know that there were more than 
one “nation” (meaning a “people,” rather than a political state), the more 
likely interpretation is that ‘Abdu’l-Bahá refers to more than one 
Manifestation of God sent to North America.

— Necati Alkan 
“Native Messengers of God: Another Baha’i Perspective” 

“Indigenous Messengers of God” Part 10
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❖ ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s statement in the Tablet to Amir Khan is unambiguous. Who 
else than Prophets or Messengers can raise the “Call of God?” 

❖ As the Qur’an (which, although not a Bahá’í scripture, provides important 
background to Bahá’í terminology), says:  

❖ “O believers, respond to [the Call of] God and the Messenger when He calls 
you unto that which will give you life.” [Qur’an 8:24, tr. Arberry.] 

❖ Here, the “Call of God” is spoken through the Messenger of God, who serves 
as God’s mouthpiece or interlocutor with humankind.

— Necati Alkan 
“Native Messengers of God: Another Baha’i Perspective” 

“Indigenous Messengers of God” Part 10
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❖ As I just explained above, we can interpret the “Call of God” raised in 
America as referring to at least one Messenger/Prophet of God in that 
region–and probably more, since there were a number of Native American 
and Native Canadian “nations.” 

❖ In a way, it’s quite revolutionary because we could add (unofficially) at least 
another Manifestation of God to the Ones that exist in the Baha’i Faith.  

❖ We are seeing something quite dramatic unfolding before our very eyes.

— Necati Alkan 
“Native Messengers of God: Another Baha’i Perspective” 

“Indigenous Messengers of God” Part 10
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❖ Dr. Alkan answered “Yes. It sounds to me that the Peacemaker did raise the 
“Call of God” in “ancient times” (that is, in the “pre-contact” era before the 
Europeans came to America).  

❖ “It rings true. It fits ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s description in the Tablet to Amir Khan 
perfectly.  

❖ There’s no question that Deganawida’s teachings are profound. They 
resonate powerfully with Bahá’í teachings. They are in harmony. They echo 
each other.”

— Necati Alkan 
“Native Messengers of God: Another Baha’i Perspective” 

“Indigenous Messengers of God Part 10
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❖ Q: Dr. Mohammadhosseini, in your opinion, does ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, in 
his Tablet to Amir Khan, indicate that Indigenous Messengers of God 
appeared in the Americas, when He states, in this authorized translation, 
as follows?: [… Translation…] 

❖ A: Yes. By the phrase of the “Call of God” is definitely meant the advent of 
Manifestation(s) of God, since the “Call of God” is a Bábí and Bahá’í 
expression for Manifestations of God, or, by extension, the promulgation 
of Their teachings.

— Dr. Nosratollah Mohammadhosseini 
“Do All Peoples Have a Prophet?” 

“Indigenous Messengers of God” Part 37
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❖ Q: So would you agree that the Tablet to Amir Khan is a clear text that 
enunciates what amounts to a newly discovered Bahá’í teaching which 
confirms that Indigenous Messengers of God definitely appeared in the 
Americas? 

❖ A: Yes, especially since ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, in his Tablet to Amir Khan, 
explicitly indicates that Manifestations of God were sent to the Americas.  

❖ But there are several Bahá’í texts that clearly imply this.

— Dr. Nosratollah Mohammadhosseini 
“Do All Peoples Have a Prophet?” 

“Indigenous Messengers of God” Part 37
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❖ Q: Are these what Western scholars refer to as “universalisms”? 
❖ A: Yes. We have several texts from Bahá’u’lláh and the Báb that 

emphasize this truth.  
❖ Interestingly, the Báb has referred to the advent of Manifestations 

of God throughout history and around the world, in different times 
and places. For example, in the Persian Bayán VI:16, the Bab 
wrote: 

— Dr. Nosratollah Mohammadhosseini 
“Do All Peoples Have a Prophet?” 

“Indigenous Messengers of God” Part 37
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❖ “The Lord of the universe hath never raised up a prophet nor hath 
He sent down a Book unless He hath established His covenant 
with all men, calling for their acceptance of the next Revelation 
and of the next Book; inasmuch as the outpourings of His bounty 
are ceaseless and without limit.”  

❖ – Selections from the Writings of the Bab, p. 87. 
❖ Here, “without limit” means “universally” or “throughout history.”

— Dr. Nosratollah Mohammadhosseini 
“Do All Peoples Have a Prophet?” 

“Indigenous Messengers of God” Part 37
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❖ The Báb elsewhere confirms this interpretation of the 
Qur’an in language that is intentionally Qur’anic in style:  

❖ “Unto every people We have sent down the Book in their 
own language.”  

❖ – The Bab, Selections from the Writings of the Bab, p. 
45.

— Dr. Nosratollah Mohammadhosseini 
“Do All Peoples Have a Prophet?” 

“Indigenous Messengers of God” Part 37
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UNTO every people  
We have sent down the Book  

in their own language.1 

The Báb  Selections from the Writings of the Báb (Qayyúmu’l-Asmá’, Ch. IV) 
www.bahai.org/r/103165382 (1 cf. Qur’án 14:4.)

207



❖ In the “Commentary on the Sura of ‘The Sun’,” after explaining 
that by al-shams (“the sun”) is meant the Manifestation of God, 
Bahá’u’lláh affirmed that truth when He stated:  

❖ “Every nation of the world hath been illuminated by one of these 
luminous Suns.”  

❖ – Baha’u’llah, “Commentary on the Sura of ‘The Sun’,” provisional 
translation by Nosratollah Mohammadhosseini.

— Dr. Nosratollah Mohammadhosseini 
“Do All Peoples Have a Prophet?” 

“Indigenous Messengers of God” Part 37
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❖ In this statement, Bahá’u’lláh declares that these Manifestations
—the Prophets and Messengers of God—have appeared to every 
one of the peoples of Earth, although in sundry times and places.  

❖ Obviously this includes, among others, Native Americans, First 
Nations Canadians and the Indigenous peoples of the Americas in 
general, as ‘Abdu’l-Bahá clearly affirms in the Tablet to Amir Khan.

— Dr. Nosratollah Mohammadhosseini 
“Do All Peoples Have a Prophet?” 

“Indigenous Messengers of God” Part 37
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❖ A: In citing the verse of the Qur’an, “We will not chastise them if they had 
not been sent a Messenger,” ‘Abdu’l-Bahá definitely shows that the 
American continent has been the scene of the advent of native 
Messengers of God—since other Qur’anic passages, in relation to this 
verse, clearly testify that God has sent a Messenger to every nation.  

❖ This evidence from the Qur’an necessitates the advent of the 
Manifestations of God, including to the “people of America,” as ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá stated in the Tablet to Amir Khan.

— Dr. Nosratollah Mohammadhosseini 
“Do All Peoples Have a Prophet?” 

“Indigenous Messengers of God” Part 37
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❖ We should remember that, although the past religions have been “world 
religions” from the point of view of their basis in divine origin and in their ethical 
principles and regulatory ordinances, yet, socially speaking, they began as local 
religions.  

❖ Here, I refer only to the Qur’an itself, which explicitly states that the Qur’an has 
been revealed by God to warn the people of Mecca and surrounding regions. … 

❖ This further evidence necessitates the advent of Manifestations of God 
specifically for the Indigenous peoples of the American continent. 

— Dr. Nosratollah Mohammadhosseini 
“Do All Peoples Have a Prophet?” 

“Indigenous Messengers of God” Part 37
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❖ Q: What do you think that Abdu’l-Baha meant in stating that “it hath been 
forgotten now”? 

❖ A: The term “forgotten” in the Tablet to Amir Khan is not related to those 
religions—Judaism, Zoroastrianism, Christianity, or Islam—or any 
Eastern religions, either, for the simple reason that the utter lack of 
evidence clearly shows that these religions did not enter the Americas 
prior to the invasions of Europeans, whether in antiquity or in the 
medieval period.

— Dr. Nosratollah Mohammadhosseini 
“Do All Peoples Have a Prophet?” 

“Indigenous Messengers of God” Part 37
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❖ Thus the phrase, “the Call of God,” in this Tablet does not refer to the Call of God 
raised by the promulgators of those religions, because their adherents never 
reached the Americas in pre-Columbian times.  

❖ If such were the case, then we would expect to see or at least find a few vestiges, 
even admixed with superstitions. Yet this expectation has never been met. 

❖ So the word “forgotten” definitely means that the teachings and influence of these 
Indigenous Manifestations of God who appeared in the Americas no longer have 
the currency and influence that they once enjoyed.

— Dr. Nosratollah Mohammadhosseini 
“Do All Peoples Have a Prophet?” 

“Indigenous Messengers of God” Part 37
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❖ The Bahá’í principles of Progressive Revelation and God's Justice 
suggest that divine guidance has been provided worldwide, not 
just in Asia or through Abrahamic religions.  

❖ This is supported by Bahá’u’lláh's Writings and explicitly 
confirmed in ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amir Khan, where He states: 

❖ “Undoubtedly, in those regions, the Call of God must have been 
raised in ancient times, but it hath been forgotten now.”

— Dr. Bijan Masumian 
Personal communication 

(July 28, 2024)

215



❖ ‘Abdu’l-Baha's use of the adverb “undoubtedly” in this sentence 
demonstrates and expresses a high degree of certainty about the 
claim that follows, namely that the Call of God must has been raised in 
the Americas (and by extension, in other parts of the world), as well. 

❖ And, yes, I agree that, in the quotes you provide, the phrase “the Call 
of God,” first and foremost, refers to a “Manifestation of God” and His 
(or Her) revelation.

— Dr. Bijan Masumian 
Personal communication 

(July 28, 2024)
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“HASTENING” PROPHECY FULFILLMENT
THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE
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Attach great importance to the indigenous 
population of America. … 


Likewise, these Indians, should they be 
educated and guided, there can be no 
doubt that they will become so illumined 
as to enlighten the whole world.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Tablets of the Divine Plan (April 8, 
1916), p. 33. www.bahai.org/r/190926614.
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Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán 

This Prophecy is Not Self-Executing

❖ ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s remarkable prophecy is a 
true prophecy. 

❖ But the prophecy has yet to come true. 

❖ This prophecy is not self-authenticating. 

❖ The conditions must first be right — and 
“ripe” for fulfillment.  

❖ ‘Abdu’l-Bahá foresaw the future — when 
the Indigenous peoples of the Americas 
will enlighten the world.  

❖ This prophecy, Bahá’ís believe, will come 
true. 

❖ Not a matter of “if” — but of “how” and 
“when.” 

❖ But what about the “process” of its 
fulfillment? 

❖ That’s what the Bahá’í-inspired 
“community building,” “social action,” and 
“public discourse” efforts are all about!
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We cherish the hope that at this final Conference the friends will 
arise with enthusiasm and determination not only to win the 
remaining goals of the Plan but to carry out Shoghi Effendi’s 

injunction to win the allegiance of members of the various tribes 
of American Indians to the Cause, thereby hastening the period 
prophesied by the Master when the Indian peoples of America 
would become a source of spiritual illumination to the world. 

Universal House of Justice  International Teaching Conference in Mérida, Mexico (February 1977) 
https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/

19770201_001/19770201_001.xhtml
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Whether in Alaska’s southeastern islands and rugged mountains, 
or in Canada’s huge Indian reserves from the west to the east, 

many Amerindian believers have arisen to serve the Cause, and 
through their joint efforts, their sacrificial endeavors and 

distinctive talents they bid fair to accelerate the dawn of the day 
when they will be so “illumined as to enlighten the whole world.” 

Universal House of Justice  International Teaching Conference in Anchorage (July 1976) 
https://www.bahai.org/library/authoritative-texts/the-universal-house-of-justice/messages/

19760701_001/19760701_001.xhtml
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FOUR STEPS TO “ENLIGHTEN THE WORLD” 
KEVIN LOCKE & CHRISTOPHER BUCK
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Abdu’l-Baha’s “Tablet to Amir Khan” assures us that the “Call of God” had been raised in this 
land, long ago, before Europeans reached the Americas. …  

A Herculean effort must be made to achieve the fulfillment of Abdu’l-Baha’s remarkable 
prophecy. For that synergy to occur, first there needs to be reciprocal recognition and respect 
of Indigenous and Baha’i spirituality. Spiritual parity between Baha’i and Indigenous sacred 
traditions, as equal, is a first step in the process of progress and fulfillment of Abdu’l-Baha’s 
prophecy.  

— Kevin Locke, “4 Indigenous Steps to ‘Enlighten the Whole World’” (Jan. 30, 2020). 

Kevin Locke           .
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“Spiritual parity between Baha’i and Indigenous sacred traditions, as equal, is a first step”
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BAHÁ’Í DEVOTIONAL GATHERING (BOCA DE BALSA, PANAMA)

LF PHOTO

TOP CTR LOWER CTRBAHÁ’Í STUDY CIRCLE (NEDRINI, PANAMA)

BAHÁ’Í-INSPIRED CHILDREN’S CLASS (NEDRINI, PANAMA)
JUNIOR YOUTH SPIRITUAL EMPOWERMENT GROUP (TARABUCO, BOLIVIA)
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“IT IS FITTING TO MEDITATE ON THE 
SPIRITUAL HERITAGE OF HALF THE PLANET”

KEVIN LOCKE

231



Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

“spiritual heritage” of “a portion of humankind occupying half the planet Earth”

▸ Question: Kevin, do you have any further comments to add? Why is this topic important? 

Why have we spent so many articles in this series addressing it? What do we do with this 

information? Why is it useful? Why is it needed? 

▸ Kevin Locke’s Answer: Just because a portion of humankind occupying half the planet 

Earth were ruthlessly slaughtered and disenfranchised of their birthright as human 

beings does not justify that their spiritual heritage — through which a huge portion of the 

world’s basic foods, medicines and institutions were divinely inspired — should continue 

to be ignored.  

▸ See: “Why the Indigenous Messengers of God Matter.”
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Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

▸Now that the world is on a forced time-out in a worldwide lockdown, it is fitting to meditate on the 

spiritual heritage of half the planet and how it has benefitted us all. Two good references for reflection 

on this point are by Jack Weatherford, DeWitt Wallace Professor, Emeritus, Macalester College: Indian 

Givers: How the Indians of the Americas Transformed the World (1988) and Native Roots: How the 

Indians Enriched America (1991). His findings are summarized in a 1996 article, “Impact of American 

Indian Civilizations on Europe and the World,” in The Encyclopedia of the American Indian.  

▸What Professor Weatherford omits is that the Indigenous people themselves attribute their 

contributions to America and to world civilization to those “Wise Ones” commissioned by the “Great 

Spirit” to raise the “Call of God” throughout the Western Hemisphere. 

▸ See: “Why the Indigenous Messengers of God Matter.”

“…it is fitting to meditate on the spiritual heritage of half the planet…”
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QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION
PARTICIPATION
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TABLET TO AMÍR KHÁN (IN FULL)
APPENDIX 1
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AB05069. Tablet to Amir Khan. 150 words, Per. Mss: None. 
Pubs: MMK6#247. AVK3.307, AVK2.045.16x. Trans: 
BRL.ATE#45x. ... In ancient times the people of America 
were, through their northern regions, close to Asia...   

— A Partial Inventory, p. 471. 

Steven Phelps
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MEMORANDUM 

To: The Universal House of Justice | Date: 6 August 2007 | From: Research Department  

Tablet to Amír Khán and Related Questions 

The Research Department received a copy of Mr. Phillip Tussing’s email letter dated 25 
May 2007 and studied the matters that he has raised in his message. The following is our 
response to his questions:  

1.    The text of the Tablet is correct. In response to his request, the facsimile of the original 
Persian text is attached.

Research Department  .
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Facsimile of the Original Persian Text 
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Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

▸ The table below [see next slide], the transliteration, and the original-language 

typescript — based on Muntakhabátí az Makátíb-i-Ḥaḍrat-i-‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Vol. 6, 

pp. 177–178 (selection no. 247) — were prepared by Adib Masumian on 24 

February 2022. The complete English translation below is a composite rendering. 

The portions colored in RED are authorized translations taken from this page on the 

Bahá’í Reference Library; all other portions in BLACK are provisional renderings that 

come from this article [Christopher Buck, “Native Messengers of God: One Baha’i 

Perspective,” Part 9 in Series, “Indigenous Messengers of God”] on 

BahaiTeachings.org. — Adib Masumian.

Authenticated Translation Based on An Authenticated Tablet
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English Translation Transliteration Original Text

He is God! huva’lláh هوالله
O servant of God! Thou hadst complained about (thine) 
inability to attain perfection in more than one craft. A 
multiple number of crafts causeth (one’s) perceptions 
to become scattered. Endeavor in one of these crafts 
and strive and exert thyself to attain perfection 
therein. This is better than having a number of crafts 
(all) remain in a state of imperfection.

Ay bandiy-i-iláhí, shikáyat az ‘adam-i-itqán dar 
ṣanáyi‘-i-muta‘addidih nimúdih búdid. Ta‘addud-i-
ṣanáyi‘ sabab-i-tafríq-i-ḥaváss ast. Bih yikí az ín 
ṣan‘at-há ihtimám-i-kullí namá va jahd va kúshish kun 
tá itqán namá’í. Ín bihtar az án ast kih ṣanáyi‘-i-
muta‘addidih hamih náqiṣ mánad.

ای بندۀ الهی، شکایت از عدمِ اتقان در صنایعِ 
متعدّده نموده بودید. تعدّدِ صنایع سببِ تفریقِ 

حواسّ است. به یکی از این صنعت ها اهتمامِ کلّی 
نما و جهد و کوشش کن تا اتقان نمائی. این بهتر 

.از آنست که صنایعِ متعدّده همه ناقص ماند

In ancient times the people of America were, through 
their northern regions, close to Asia, that is, separated 
from Asia by a strait. For this reason, it hath been said 
that crossing had occurred. There are other signs 
which indicate communication.

Ahl-i-imrík dar azminiy-i-qadímih az jahat-i-shimál 
nazdik bih ásyá búdand, ya‘ní khalíjí fáṣilih ast. Li-
hádhá az án jahat gúyand ‘ubúr va murúr shudih ast, 
va ‘alá’im-i-dígar níz dalálat bar murávidih namáyad.

اهل امریک در ازمنۀ قدیمه از جهتِ شمال نزدیک به 
آسیا بودند، یعنی خلیجی فاصله است. لهذا از آن 
جهت گویند عبور و مرور شده است، و علائمِ دیگر 

.نیز دلالت بر مراوده نماید 
As to places whose people were not informed of the 
appearance of Prophets, such people are excused. In 
the Qur’án it hath been revealed: “We never chastise, 
until We send forth a Messenger.”

Ammá bih maḥallí kih ṣít-i-nubuvvat narisad, án nufús 
ma‘dhúrand. Dar qur’án mí-farmáyad: “va má kunná 
mu‘adhdhibín ḥattá nab‘atha rasúlá.”

امّا به محلّی که صیتِ نبوّت نرسد، آن نفوس 
معذورند. در قرآن می فرماید: «و ما کناّ معذّبین 

«.حتیّ نبعث رسولاً

Undoubtedly, in those regions, the Call of God must 
have been raised in ancient times, but it hath been 
forgotten now.

Albattih dar án ṣafaḥát níz dar azminiy-i-qadímih vaqtí 
nidáy-i-iláhí buland gashtih, va-lákin ḥál farámúsh 
shudih ast.

البتهّ در آن صفحات نیز در ازمنۀ قدیمه وقتی ندای 
.الهی بلند گشته، ولکن حال فراموش شده است 

I will supplicate God to confirm thee in attaining 
perfection in one of the crafts. 

Az khudá mi-ṭalabam kih khudá shumá rá ta’íd 
farmáyad tá ṣan‘atí az ṣanáyi‘ rá takmíl farmá’íd.

از خدا می طلبم که خدا شما را تأیید فرماید تا 
.صنعتی از صنایع را تکمیل فرمائید

And upon thee be greetings and praise. Va ‘alayka’t-taḥíyyatu va’th-thaná’. .و علیک التحّیّة و الثنّاء 
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 هوالله

Huva’lláh 
He is God!
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 ای بــندۀ الــهی، شــکایــت از عــدمِ اتــقان در صــنایــعِ مــتعدّده نــموده
 بــودیــد. تــعدّدِ صــنایــع ســببِ تــفریــقِ حــواسّ اســت. بــه یــکی از ایــن
 صـنعت هـا اهـتمامِ کـلّی نـما و جهـد و کـوشـش کـن تـا اتـقان نـمائـی.

.این بهتر از آنست که صنایعِ متعدّده همه ناقص ماند
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Ay bandiy-i-iláhí, shikáyat az ‘adam-i-itqán dar ṣanáyi‘-i-
muta‘addidih nimúdih búdid. Ta‘addud-i-ṣanáyi‘ sabab-i-
tafríq-i-ḥaváss ast. Bih yikí az ín ṣan‘at-há ihtimám-i-kullí 
namá va jahd va kúshish kun tá itqán namá’í. Ín bihtar az 
án ast kih ṣanáyi‘-i-muta‘addidih hamih náqiṣ mánad.
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O servant of God! Thou hadst complained about (thine) 
inability to attain perfection in more than one cra. A multiple 
number of cras causeth (one’s) perceptions to become 
scattered. Endeavor in one of these cras and strive and exert 
thyself to attain perfection therein. This is better than having a 
number of cras (all) remain in a state of imperfection. 

Provisiona1 Translation 
(by Omid Ghaemmaghami)
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 اهــل امــریــک در ازمــنۀ قــدیــمه از جهــتِ شــمال نــزدیــک بــه آســیا
 بــودنــد، یــعنی خــلیجی فــاصــله اســت. لهــذا از آن جهــت گــویــند
 عــبور و مــرور شــده اســت، و عــلائــمِ دیــگر نــیز دلالــت بــر مــراوده

 .نماید
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Ahl-i-imrík dar azminiy-i-qadímih az jahat-i-shimál 
nazdik bih ásyá búdand, ya‘ní khalíjí fáṣilih ast. Li-
hádhá az án jahat gúyand ‘ubúr va murúr shudih ast, 
va ‘alá’im-i-dígar níz dalálat bar murávidih namáyad.
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In ancient times the people of America were, through 
their northern regions, close to Asia, that is, separ-
ated from Asia by a strait. For this reason, it hath 
been said that crossing had occurred. There are 
other signs which indicate communication.

Authorized Translation

252



 امّـا بـه محـلّی کـه صـیتِ نـبوّت نـرسـد، آن نـفوس
 مــــــعذورنــــــد. در قــــــرآن مــــــی فــــــرمــــــایــــــد: «و مــــــا کــــــناّ

«.معذبّین حتیّ نبعث رسولاً
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Ammá bih maḥallí kih ṣít-i-nubuvvat narisad, 
án nufús ma‘dhúrand. Dar qur’án mí-farmá-
yad: “va má kunná mu‘adhdhibín ḥattá 
nab‘atha rasúlá.”
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As to places whose people were not informed of the 
appearance of Prophets, such people are excused. In 
the Qur’án it hath been revealed: “We never chastise, 
until We send forth a Messenger.” (Qur’án 17:15.) 

Authorized Translation

255



 الـبتهّ در آن صـفحات نـیز در ازمـنۀ قـدیـمه وقـتی
 نــــدای الــــهی بــــلند گشــــته، ولــــکن حــــال فــــرامــــوش
 .شده است
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Albattih dar án ṣafaḥát níz dar azminiy-i-
qadímih vaqtí nidáy-i-iláhí buland 
gashtih, va-lákin ḥál farámúsh shudih ast.
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Undoubtedly, in those regions, the Call 
of God must have been raised in ancient 
times, but it hath been forgotten now.

Authorized Translation
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 از خـدا مـی طـلبم کـه خـدا شـما را تـأیـید فـرمـایـد
.تا صنعتی از صنایع را تکمیل فرمائید
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Az khudá mí-ṭalabam kih khudá 
shumá rá ta’íd farmáyad tá ṣan‘atí 
az ṣanáyi‘ rá takmíl farmá’íd.
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I will supplicate God to confirm 
thee in attaining perfection in 
one of the cras.

Provisiona1 Translation 
(by Omid Ghaemmaghami)
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 و علیک التحّیّة و الثنّاء.
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Va ‘alayka’t-taḥíyyatu va’th-thaná’.
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And upon thee be greetings and 
praise.

Provisiona1 Translation 
(by Dr. Khazeh Fananapazir)
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WHO WAS AMÍR KHÁN ÁHAN?
APPENDIX 2
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Amír Khán Áhan / 1

Amir Khan of Tehran refers to a Baha’i known as Amir Khan 

Aahan. He owned a shop at the beginning of  Naser Khosrow 

Street in Tehran. It had a sign of “Maghazeh Aahan”. So he 

was known in Tehran as Amir Khan-i-Maghazeh Aahan. He 

was importing and selling various hardware items. 

Dr. Iraj Ayman (Sent: Thursday, May 10, 2007 8:22 AM)
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Amír Khán Áhan / 2

Amir Khan was famous for his many inventions. He had 

traveled to Europe and specially to Russia where he had sold 

some of his inventions. He is the recipient of a famous Tablet 

of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in response to his submission asking His 

guidance on what line he should peruse due to his many 

different interests. 

Dr. Iraj Ayman (Sent: Thursday, May 10, 2007 8:22 AM)
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Amír Khán Áhan / 3

The Master advises him to concentrate on one line[,] 

otherwise his talent and energies will be wasted. Amir Khan 

was the recipient of several Tablets and he had met ‘Abdu’l-

Bahá in the Holy Land. 

Dr. Iraj Ayman (Sent: Thursday, May 10, 2007 8:22 AM)

268



Amír Khán Áhan / 3

The Master advises him to concentrate on one line[,] 

otherwise his talent and energies will be wasted. Amir Khan 

was the recipient of several Tablets and he had met ‘Abdu’l-

Bahá in the Holy Land. 

Dr. Iraj Ayman (Sent: Thursday, May 10, 2007 8:22 AM)
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Amír Khán Áhan / 4

Amir Khan was a close friend of my father. Accompanying my 

father, I did meet him many times. He was full of fascinating 

ideas and constantly making new devices and solving 

technical problems. I also knew his son who lost his father 

when he was  a child. He gradually drifted away from the 

Bahá’í community because her mother was not a Bahá’í. 

Dr. Iraj Ayman (Sent: Thursday, May 10, 2007 8:22 AM)
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HOW KEVIN LOCKE’S INDIGENOUS 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT PRAYER WAS BORN

APPENDIX 3
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This prayer is not mine —  
and I shudder to see my name associated 

with it. It is in no way final, just an idea upon 
which others can build their own 

acknowledgements and meditations. 

Kevin Locke 
“Encouraging Indigenous Land and Spiritual Acknowledgements” 

 (May 19, 2022) 
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“Q: Kevin, how and when were you inspired to write this beautiful 
prayer?” 

A: I wrote it just below my late mother’s residence.  
On a flat overlooking the confluence of Mni Šóše (Missouri River) 

and the Pȟaláni Wakpá (Grand River) is an Arikara village site with 
a mile-long track around its periphery. There I do my devotional 

runs in the early mornings.

Kevin Locke 
“Encouraging Indigenous Land and Spiritual Acknowledgements” 

 (May 19, 2022) 
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There, the spiritual legacies and footprints of both Mother 
Corn of the Arikara and White Buffalo Calf Woman of the 
Lakota conflate and merge into one powerful current of 

inspiration. Eagles soar over the sacred sites of both 
nations, visible as one gazes upstream to the Grand River 

and downstream towards the Missouri River. 

Kevin Locke 
“Encouraging Indigenous Land and Spiritual Acknowledgements” 

 (May 19, 2022) 
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It is there that I take my issues and concerns and place them in the 
footprints of these Great Ones as I do my prayer-laps around the village 

site. The direct question I posed while doing this run was how to 
transcend the potential divisiveness of a “land acknowledgement” – and 

then it became abundantly clear the sacredness of the land is directly 
related to the Holy Ones who walked upon it and, through their words and 
teachings, made this land the mirror of heavenly attributes, through the 

people entrusted with their sacred Covenants. 

Kevin Locke 
“Encouraging Indigenous Land and Spiritual Acknowledgements” 

 (May 19, 2022) 
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When was Kevin’s 
Acknowledgment Prayer Born? 

Kevin Locke & Christopher Buck  
& The Patricia Locke Foundation
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Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

How Kevin Locke’s Acknowledgment Prayer was Born (February 2021)

❖ Background: On March 5, 2015, our first article (of 72 articles by Kevin and I) was 

published online: “White Buffalo Maiden: Sacred Rites, Dances, Songs, Values” (Part 16 in 

Series: “Indigenous Messengers of God.”) (Formerly, “Native American Messengers of God,” 

which I started on March 7, 2014.) 


❖ On February 11, 2021, Kevin and I began teaching our first of three Wilmette Institute 

courses, “The Great Spirit Speaks: Voices of the Wise Ones” (78 participants).  


❖ On June 3, 2021, the same course was taught for the second time (64 participants).


❖ On February 17, 2022, the same course was taught for the third time (59 participants).
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Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

❖ Acknowledging Local Indigenous Spiritual Traditions and Land


❖ by Christopher Buck - Tuesday, 2 March 2021, 9:43 PM


❖ Dear Friends:


❖ This afternoon (March 2) Kevin Locke and I talked for 55 minutes. It was a great conversation. 

This is the way that we generate new ideas, and consult on how this course is progressing.


❖One of our ideas is to acknowledge local Indigenous spiritual traditions as  well as to 

acknowledge the original Indigenous owners of the local land.


❖We did not discuss what this would look like, in practice. But let me give it a try. How about 

something like this  for use in opening a Baha'i devotional or public discourse?: [See next slide.]

How Kevin Locke’s Acknowledgment Prayer was Born (March 2021) [1]
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Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

❖ Re: Acknowledging Local Indigenous Spiritual Traditions and Land


❖ by Kevin Locke - Friday, 5 March 2021, 6:34 AM


❖ Thank you Chris for this concept of including the Holy Ones in land acknowledgement.


❖ Land acknowledgement is a common protocol in many countries, including Australia, New Zealand 

and Canada.  In Canada even in schools with no Indigenous students the first thing that comes out of 

the PA during morning announcements is the land acknowledgement identifying the local treaty 

lands and nations.


❖ The added dimension of including those Holy Ones that ultimately connect us to God is essential. 

 This way the Source of sovereignty and identity becomes a part of one’s consciousness, thus 

acknowledging the Master’s reference in the Tablet to Amir Khan.  [See next slide.]

How Kevin Locke’s Acknowledgment Prayer was Born (March 2021) [2]
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Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

How Kevin Locke’s Acknowledgment Prayer was Born (April 2021) [1]

❖ The idea of an “Indigenous spiritual acknowledgment” was discussed further on April 20, 

2021, in a long phone call between Kevin and I.


❖ On April 21, 2021, I sent Kevin the first draft of our article. The draft article begins:


❖ “[Chris] In our phone call earlier today (April 20, 2021), we talked about the importance of 

Indigenous land acknowledgment, which is becoming a more and more widespread 

practice worldwide. We also agreed that Indigenous spiritual acknowledgment is another 

kind of recognition, or worthy tribute, that would be good for individuals and institutions to 

consider doing as well. Let’s take your birthplace, Los Angeles, as our example.”
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Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

❖On April 24, 2021, Kevin wrote to Rainn Wilson (Bahá’í actor), and to David Langness (editor): 


❖ To date the practice of “land acknowledgement” as is widely observed in Canada, Australia, New 

Zealand, etc. is primarily a political concession.  Besides being a polite, mindful practice perhaps it has 

deeper spiritual value?  The Master’s affirmation that “…the Call of God hath been raised…” in this 

hemisphere makes the Faith the only world religion that makes this scriptural declaration.  Now that we 

are exploring the holy souls Who raised the Call of God here perhaps we can identify the true source of 

sovereignty and authority and connect Their names with the region in which Their call resounded.  In 

addition to identifying the peoples indigenous to a locale we can acknowledge the holy souls who 

quickened them and set their sights on the sublime horizon.


❖ It’s an exciting concept that could gain traction among the friends. [See next slide.]

How Kevin Locke’s Acknowledgment Prayer was Born (April 2021) [2]
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Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

How Kevin Locke’s Acknowledgment Prayer was Born (April 2021) [3]
❖ On Sunday, April 25, 2021, there was a special meeting of the Board of the Patricia Locke 

Foundation on “Land Acknowledgment,” at which Kevin was remotely present, via Zoom.


❖ On Wednesday, April 28, 2021, 10:12 AM, Kevin sent answers to Ceylan Isgor Locke’s questions 

for an article, “Transcending the land acknowledgement to a universal spiritual mandate,” for a 

forthcoming Patricia Locke Foundation (PLF) Newsletter. [Kevin copied me in his reply.] This was 

before Kevin wrote his prayer. (I’m not sure if PLF ever published this article.)


❖ On April 28, 2021, 5:25 PM, I wrote the Wilmette Institute: “Greetings! Kevin and I are working 

on a model “Indigenous Land and Spiritual Acknowledgment” which we would like to post in 

Unit 1. Once finished, either Kevin or I will send. Thanks!”
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Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

❖On Monday, May 3, 2021, 11:42 AM, I sent Kevin the last draft of our article, which Kevin approved on 

Tuesday, May 4, 2021, 6:28 AM:


❖ [Chris] I understand that in the latest newsletter of the Patricia Locke Foundation, you have offered the 

following example of an Indigenous Land and Spiritual Acknowledgment, to serve as a model and 

starting point for similar acknowledgments, with the understanding that each such acknowledgment 

needs to be adapted to the local Indigenous context. Would you please offer our readers that example?


❖ [Kevin] If I were to extemporaneously come up with an “Indigenous Land and Spiritual Acknowledg-

ment,” it would include some of the following concepts:


❖ “Transcending the Land Acknowledgement to a Universal Spiritual Mandate.”

How Kevin Locke’s Acknowledgment Prayer was Born (May 2021)
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Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

How Kevin Locke’s Acknowledgment Prayer was Born (June 2021)

❖ On June 7, 2021, the idea of adding a “spiritual dimension” to Indigenous land 

acknowledgments was first publicly proposed in our article, Indigenous Land and Spiritual 

Acknowledgment (Part 78 in Series: “Indigenous Messengers of God.”)


❖ On June 10, 2021, Kevin’s Acknowledgment Prayer was first published online, in our article, 

The Pawnee Homecoming, and What It Means to Live on Native Land (Part 79 in Series: 

“Indigenous Messengers of God.”)
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Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

❖On Sunday, October 17, 2021 (10:00–10:45 a.m. EST), the Patricia Locke Foundation presented, via 

Zoom, “Indigenous Land Acknowledgement Centered on Spiritual Reality” to the 2021 Parliament 

of the World’s Religions, by showing a pre-recorded video entitled, “Encouraging Grassroots 

Indigenous Land & Spiritual Acknowledgements” (44:12).


❖  This Patricia Locke Foundation video presentation features six Indigenous Bahá’ís and two non-

Indigenous “allies,” in order of their appearances: (1) Ceylan İşgör, Ph.D. (Turkish/Türkiye, non-

Indigenous “ally”); (2) Nanabah Kahn Foguth Bulman (Diné Tribe, Navajo Nation, Northern Arizona, 

now serving as one of the nine elected members of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of 

the United States); (3) Marylou Miller (Tlingit, of the lineage of Chief George Kyan of Ketchikan, 

Alaska, Eagle Moiety, Brown Bear clan from Tongass Village); … [See next slide.]

How Kevin Locke’s Acknowledgment Prayer was Born (October 2021) [1]

288



Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

❖ (4) Kevin Locke (Tȟokéya Inážiŋ–“The First to Arise”–Lakota (Hunkpapa band) and Anishinaabe, 

former member of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís of the United States); 


❖ (5) Christopher Buck, Ph.D. (non-Indigenous “ally”); (6) Yuxgitsiy (“Raven”) George Holly, Jr. 

(Deg Xit’an, now serving as one of the nine elected members of the National Spiritual 

Assembly of the Bahá’ís of Alaska); (7) Lee Brown, Ph.D. (Cherokee, Wolf Clan); and (8) Jordan 

Bighorn (Lakota, Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux).


❖ After final editing, this video was posted online on December 15, 2021: 


❖ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u63Xt7ycWFk. 

How Kevin Locke’s Acknowledgment Prayer was Born (October 2021) [2]
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PATRICIA LOCKE’S 1993 PAPER

APPENDIX 4  
Digital scan, courtesy of Nadema Agard (Winyan Luta/“Woman Holy Red”)  

sent to Kevin Locke, October 11, 2021.
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INDIGENOUS MESSENGERS OF GOD: 
OVERVIEW

APPENDIX 5
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Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

1.  Deganawida, 

the Peacemaker


2.  White Buffalo     

Calf Woman


3.  Breath Maker


4.  Sweet 

Medicine


5.  Lone Man


6.  Quetzalcoatl


7.  Viracocha


8.  Mother Corn


9.  Iyatiku (Corn 

Woman)


10.  Talking God 


11.  Gluskap


12.  Wesakechak


13.  Nanabush


14.  Chinigchinich


15.  Marumda 


16.  Ulikron


17.  Ibeorgun


18.  Tunapa


19.  Kuuchamaa


20.  Bochica


21.  Bunjil 


22.  Rainbow 

Serpent


23.  The Yam 

Prophet


24.  Raven
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SELECTED KEVIN LOCKE (& CHRISTOPHER 
BUCK) “INDIGENOUS MESSENGERS” VIDEOS

APPENDIX 6
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Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

SELECTED KEVIN LOCKE “INDIGENOUS MESSENGERS” VIDEOS / 1

❖ “Encouraging Grassroots Indigenous Land & Spiritual Acknowledgements.” Presented by the 

Patricia Locke Foundation for the 2021 Parliament of the World’s Religions. (October 17, 2021.)


❖ “Beautiful Prayer Offered by Kevin Locke.” Presented by Kevin Locke. Patricia Locke Foundation. 

(Posted Nov. 30, 2022.)


❖ “Overview of the Spiritual Heritage of this Half of the Planet, a Bahá’í Perspective.” Presented 

by Kevin Locke. Hosted by Baháʼí Faith Modern Perspectives. (June 21, 2020.)


❖ “Divine Teachers of the Americas.” Presented by Kevin Locke. Hosted by Green Acre: A Bahá’í 

Center of Learning. (Recorded live on October 9, 2021.) 
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Kevin Locke & ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s Tablet to Amír Khán

SELECTED KEVIN LOCKE “INDIGENOUS MESSENGERS” VIDEOS / 2

❖ “The Great Spirit Speaks: Voices of the Wise Ones.” Presented by Kevin Locke and 

Christopher Buck. Hosted by the Clearwater Bahá’í Community in Florida. (November 28, 

2021.)


❖ “A Bahá’í-inspired Perspective on Indigenous Messengers of God, Part I.” Presented by 

Kevin Locke and Christopher Buck. Hosted by Green Acre: A Bahá’í Center of Learning. 

(Recorded live on April 2, 2020.)


❖ “A Bahá’í Perspective on Indigenous Messengers of God, Part II.” Presented by Kevin Locke 

and Christopher Buck. Hosted by Green Acre: A Bahá’í Center of Learning. (Streamed live on 

April 16, 2020.)
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