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SUMMARY 
 

The 2 March 2013 letter from the Universal House of Justice to the Bahá’ís 
of Iran is a profound articulation of the Bahá’í perspective on political 
involvement, community-building, and the oneness of humanity. Written 
amidst continued persecution of Bahá’ís in Iran, the letter reassures the 
community of the transformative power of steadfastness, love, and unity in 
the face of oppression. It underscores the significance of the Bahá’í 
approach to political neutrality, the dual processes of integration and 
disintegration shaping humanity’s maturation, and the principle of the 
oneness of humankind as the foundation of all Bahá’í endeavors. 

 

The letter emphasizes that Bahá’ís align themselves with constructive 
processes that advance unity, justice, and societal well-being while avoiding 
partisan politics and divisive activities. It acknowledges that humanity is 
undergoing a profound transition akin to adolescence, where old paradigms 
are being dismantled, making way for new patterns of unity and 
collaboration. The Universal House of Justice highlights the Bahá’í 
community’s efforts to translate spiritual principles into practical actions 
that contribute to the development of a global civilization. 

 

The letter concludes with a call to action for the Iranian Bahá’ís, 
encouraging them to explain their principles and collaborate with their 
compatriots for the betterment of society, all while maintaining their 
distinct identity as followers of Bahá’u’lláh. The Universal House of Justice 
prays for their steadfastness and guidance as they navigate these challenges. 
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PARAGRAPH 1 

Context of Persecution 
 
 
The Universal House of Justice begins this letter by acknowledging the 
Iranian Bahá’í community’s profound history of endurance in the face of 
unrelenting persecution. For over three and a half decades, the Bahá’ís of 
Iran have faced systematic oppression and hostility, varying in intensity but 
consistently aimed at dismantling the community. This modern wave of 
persecution is framed within a longer historical narrative, stretching back 160 
years, to the earliest days of the Faith during the ministry of the Báb and 
Bahá’u’lláh. The sacrifices of early believers, including the martyrs of the Bábí 
era and the many Bahá’ís who followed, are echoed in the trials faced by 
contemporary Bahá’ís in Iran. This historical framing reminds the Iranian 
Bahá’ís that their suffering is part of a broader, sacred legacy of steadfastness 
and resilience. 
 
Despite the severity of these trials, the letter underscores a remarkable truth: 
the efforts of oppressors to weaken the Bahá’í community have paradoxically 
served to strengthen it. Far from eroding its foundations, the machinations 
of the oppressors have fortified the community, deepening its unity, resolve, 
and spiritual vitality. Moreover, these injustices have drawn the attention of 
the Iranian public, increasing awareness of the Bahá’í Faith and its teachings. 
More and more Iranians, themselves victims of oppression, now recognize 
the Bahá’í community’s commitment to constructive action, such as 
disinterested service to society, which stands in stark contrast to the baseless 
accusations leveled against it. This growing public sympathy reflects a shift in 
societal attitudes and serves as a testament to the enduring power of 
Bahá’u’lláh’s teachings to inspire love and unity even under the most 
challenging circumstances. 
 
The letter’s acknowledgment of persecution and its paradoxical effects is 
deeply rooted in the Bahá’í writings. In Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, Bahá’u’lláh 
similarly reflects on how opposition and hardship have historically 
strengthened the Cause of God. He writes, “By Him Who is the Truth! 
Though vexations and trials rain down upon us as from the clouds of 
heaven, yet they shall never succeed in extinguishing the flame of His love.” 



6 

 

 

This sentiment captures the spiritual dynamic at play: persecution, rather than 
extinguishing the Faith, often becomes the very means by which its light 
shines brighter. It attracts attention to its principles, inspires admiration for 
the steadfastness of its followers, and ultimately advances the Cause. 
 
This opening paragraph sets the tone for the rest of the letter, reminding the 
Iranian Bahá’ís that their sacrifices are not in vain. The challenges they face 
are not merely obstacles but are opportunities for spiritual growth and for 
demonstrating the transformative power of Bahá’u’lláh’s revelation. Their 
perseverance, in the face of injustice, becomes a beacon of hope and a source 
of inspiration for their compatriots and for the Bahá’í community worldwide. 
Through their steadfast adherence to Bahá’í principles, they contribute to the 
broader process of societal transformation, even amidst the adversity that 
surrounds them. 
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PARAGRAPH 2 

Misconceptions About Bahá’í Political Activity 

 
The letter continues by addressing a persistent challenge faced by the Bahá’ís 
in Iran: the widespread misconceptions surrounding their political stance and 
societal engagement. Two contradictory accusations have frequently been 
leveled against the Bahá’í community. On the one hand, Bahá’ís are falsely 
accused of being politically motivated, conspiring against the prevailing 
government, and serving as agents of foreign powers. This allegation reflects 
longstanding efforts by detractors to cast the Bahá’í Faith as a politically 
subversive movement, a tactic historically used to justify persecution and 
suppress the community’s growth. On the other hand, Bahá’ís are also 
accused of indifference to the societal issues and struggles of their 
compatriots. Their refusal to align with partisan politics or participate in 
factional disputes is misinterpreted as apathy or a lack of patriotism. 
 
The Universal House of Justice acknowledges these accusations and 
underscores their baseless nature. It highlights the need for Bahá’ís to clarify 
their apolitical stance, not only for their own protection but also to foster 
mutual understanding with their fellow citizens. The Bahá’í principle of non-
involvement in partisan politics does not stem from indifference or a lack of 
concern for societal well-being. Rather, it is rooted in the belief that divisive 
political affiliations and confrontational methods are incompatible with the 
principle of the oneness of humanity. Partisan political systems often 
perpetuate division, contention, and animosity—forces that undermine the 
unity and harmony Bahá’ís strive to promote in all aspects of life. 
 
The letter urges the Iranian Bahá’ís to explain their position in a way that 
resonates with their compatriots and helps dispel misconceptions. It is not 
sufficient to articulate this principle through simple statements about love 
and unity, however sincere and heartfelt these may be. Instead, the Universal 
House of Justice calls for a more nuanced and comprehensive explanation 
that reveals the underlying spiritual framework guiding the Bahá’í approach 
to politics and societal engagement. Such an explanation must convey that 
the Bahá’í Faith is not a passive or disengaged ideology; rather, it actively 
seeks to contribute to the progress and betterment of society through 
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constructive and principled means. 
 
The Will and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baháprovides foundational guidance on this 
matter. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá emphasizes that Bahá’ís must avoid political 
entanglements and factionalism, recognizing the divisive and polarizing 
nature of partisan politics. However, He simultaneously calls on Bahá’ís to 
work for the unity and upliftment of humanity, stressing the importance of 
justice, cooperation, and service to society. He states: “The fundamentals of 
the whole economic condition are divine in nature and are associated with 
the world of the heart and spirit. This is fully explained in the Bahá’í 
teaching, and without knowledge of its principles, no improvement in the 
economic state can be realized.” This underscores that Bahá’ís are deeply 
concerned with societal issues, but their approach is spiritual and 
constructive, transcending political partisanship. 
 
The Universal House of Justice further aligns this guidance with the 
contemporary situation in Iran, emphasizing that Bahá’ís must take every 
opportunity to clarify their stance and demonstrate their dedication to 
societal well-being. Through their actions—such as promoting education, 
fostering community development, and advocating for justice—they can 
effectively dispel the notion that their apolitical stance reflects indifference. 
Instead, they can show that their commitment to societal progress stems 
from a higher principle: the belief that humanity’s ultimate well-being 
depends on unity, collaboration, and the rejection of divisive ideologies. 
 
This paragraph situates the Bahá’í response to political activity within the 
broader framework of their spiritual mission. By explaining their principles 
with clarity and demonstrating their commitment to societal well-being 
through tangible actions, Bahá’ís can build bridges of understanding with 
their compatriots. They can show that their refusal to engage in partisan 
politics is not a rejection of society but an affirmation of their faith in a 
future founded on unity and justice. The letter, therefore, calls on the Iranian 
Bahá’ís to be both articulate and active in exemplifying the Bahá’í principles 
of non-involvement in politics and constructive contribution to society. 
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PARAGRAPHS 3 & 4 

Humanity’s Transition and the Bahá’í 

View of History 

 
The Universal House of Justice situates the challenges facing humanity 
within a broader spiritual and historical framework. It describes humanity as 
being in a transitional stage, likened to adolescence, as it moves from its 
collective infancy toward maturity. This metaphor underscores the 
turbulence and potential inherent in this critical phase. Much like an 
individual adolescent undergoing profound changes, humanity is 
experiencing upheavals as it grapples with outdated norms, evolving 
capacities, and the imperatives of a more unified existence. This stage is 
marked by contradictions: tremendous growth and innovation on one hand, 
and confusion, conflict, and resistance to change on the other. The ultimate 
goal of this process, as articulated by the Universal House of Justice, is the 
unification of the human race—a crowning stage in humanity’s evolution 
that aligns with Bahá’u’lláh’s vision of a global civilization. 
 
Humanity’s Transition: A New Perspective on History 
 
The letter offers a distinctively Bahá’í perspective on history, presenting it 
not as a random sequence of events but as a purposeful, divinely guided 
process. Bahá’u’lláh’s writings describe human history as progressing through 
successive stages, each corresponding to phases of collective growth. The 
current era is viewed as humanity’s adolescence, where latent capacities for 
cooperation, interdependence, and unity are coming to light. This transition 
involves the shedding of practices, conventions, and attitudes that no longer 
serve the collective good, making way for new patterns of thought and action 
suited to humanity’s maturity. 
 
In this context, the Universal House of Justice highlights the turbulence and 
commotion of contemporary life as the natural consequence of this 
evolutionary process. The conflicts, crises, and disillusionments that 
characterize the modern age are not signs of regression but symptoms of a 
profound transformation. The letter encourages the Bahá’í community to 
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view these upheavals not with despair but with hope, recognizing them as 
necessary stages in humanity’s journey toward a unified global civilization. 
 
The Dual Processes of Integration and Disintegration 
 
The Universal House of Justice introduces two fundamental processes 
shaping humanity’s transition: integration and disintegration. These dual 
forces are not oppositional but complementary, each playing a vital role in 
the unfolding of a new world order. 
 1. Disintegration: 
The letter identifies disintegration as the destructive process that dismantles 
outdated structures, norms, and institutions. This force is evident in the 
collapse of time-honored institutions, the breakdown of social norms, and 
the widespread disillusionment afflicting individuals and societies. Examples 
include the weakening of traditional political systems, the failure of economic 
models to address inequality, and the erosion of communal values. While 
devastating in its effects, disintegration is seen as a necessary clearing away of 
barriers that hinder humanity’s progress. By removing the remnants of a 
bygone age, it creates space for new, integrative structures to emerge. 
 2. Integration: 
In contrast, integration is the constructive process that draws diverse 
elements together, fostering cooperation and collaboration. This force is 
evident in the rise of global consciousness, the formation of international 
institutions, and the increasing recognition of humanity’s interdependence. 
Bahá’ís strive to align themselves with this process, working to build unity, 
promote justice, and contribute to the establishment of a world civilization. 
The letter assures the Bahá’í community that, despite the seemingly bleak 
immediate horizons, the forces of integration will continue to gain strength 
and ultimately prevail. 
 
A Vision of Hope and Purpose 
 
The interplay of integration and disintegration is central to the Bahá’í 
understanding of societal transformation. The Universal House of Justice 
reassures the Bahá’í community that the current age, though fraught with 
challenges, is leading to the reorganization of human affairs and the 
inauguration of an era of universal peace. This vision is not rooted in utopian 
idealism but in the firm conviction that humanity is capable of rising to its 
full potential. Bahá’u’lláh’s revelation provides the spiritual framework and 
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practical principles needed to navigate this transition, enabling humanity to 
create a civilization that reflects its maturity. 
 
Reference: The Promised Day is Come 
 
This perspective aligns closely with Shoghi Effendi’s exposition in The 
Promised Day is Come. Shoghi Effendi explores the dual processes of 
integration and disintegration, describing how the old world order, based on 
division and self-interest, is giving way to a new world order founded on 
unity and justice. He writes, “The disintegration of the old order, and the 
integration of the new, proceed apace.” Shoghi Effendi explains that the 
suffering and chaos accompanying disintegration are necessary preludes to 
the emergence of a divinely ordained system. This insight helps contextualize 
the challenges faced by humanity, emphasizing that they are part of a 
purposeful process leading to a brighter future. 
 
The Role of the Bahá’í Community 
 
The letter encourages the Bahá’í community to align itself with the 
integrative forces at work. By building communities that exemplify unity, 
fostering educational initiatives, and contributing to constructive discourses, 
Bahá’ís can help humanity navigate its transition toward maturity. This 
alignment requires patience, resilience, and a steadfast commitment to 
Bahá’u’lláh’s teachings, even in the face of adversity. The Bahá’í community’s 
efforts are not merely a response to the forces of disintegration but a 
proactive contribution to the forces of integration, demonstrating that a new 
way of life is not only possible but inevitable. 
 
The Universal House of Justice’s discussion of humanity’s transition and the 
dual processes of integration and disintegration offers a framework for 
understanding the complexities of the modern age. By situating 
contemporary challenges within this spiritual and historical narrative, the 
letter provides a source of hope, inspiration, and guidance for the Bahá’í 
community and humanity at large. This vision reaffirms that, despite the trials 
of the present, the future holds the promise of unity, justice, and universal 
peace. 
 
  



12 

 

 

 
PARAGRAPH 5 

The Principle of Oneness 

 
The Universal House of Justice presents the oneness of humankind as the 
central theme of the age of maturity and the foundational principle of 
Bahá’u’lláh’s revelation. This principle is not merely an abstract or 
philosophical idea; it is a transformative truth that demands a complete 
rethinking of the relationships that sustain society. The letter emphasizes that 
humanity, having reached the threshold of maturity, must abandon old 
paradigms rooted in division, dominance, and self-interest and instead 
embrace new patterns of interdependence, collaboration, and unity. 
 
The principle of oneness, as articulated by Bahá’u’lláh, is revolutionary in 
scope. It asserts that humanity constitutes a single people, transcending 
divisions of race, nationality, class, and gender. While this idea has gained 
broader acceptance in recent years—evidenced by the rejection of overt 
forms of prejudice and the rise of a global consciousness—it is only the 
beginning of a much longer process. The oneness of humankind, as 
envisioned by Bahá’u’lláh, demands not only cooperation among nations and 
peoples but also a profound restructuring of societal relationships at every 
level. The letter highlights that this transformation will take decades, if not 
centuries, to unfold fully, requiring sustained effort and a spiritual awakening 
that reshapes humanity’s collective purpose. 
 
The Inadequacy of Current Systems 
 
The Universal House of Justice underscores the inadequacy of current 
societal systems in addressing the most pressing global challenges, 
demonstrating the urgent need for the principle of oneness to guide 
humanity’s evolution. The letter identifies several critical areas where current 
structures fall short: 
 1. Environmental Degradation: 
Humanity’s relationship with nature is driven by an insatiable desire for 
material gain, leading to the pillage of natural resources and the destruction 
of ecosystems. The letter suggests that this exploitative mindset reflects a 
profound misunderstanding of humanity’s role as stewards of the Earth. The 
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principle of oneness calls for a reconceptualization of this relationship, 
recognizing the interconnectedness of all life and promoting sustainable 
practices that ensure the well-being of future generations. 
 2. Gender Inequality: 
The systematic exploitation of women and children, along with deeply 
ingrained patriarchal norms, reveals how distorted societal relationships have 
become within the family unit and beyond. The principle of oneness asserts 
the equality of men and women as a foundational truth, requiring the 
dismantling of prejudices and the empowerment of women to participate 
fully in all spheres of life. This shift is essential for the progress of humanity 
as a whole. 
 3. Economic Injustice: 
The concentration of material wealth in the hands of a privileged minority 
and the persistent poverty of vast segments of the global population illustrate 
the inequities inherent in current economic systems. The principle of oneness 
rejects the extremes of wealth and poverty, advocating for economic 
arrangements that prioritize justice, equity, and the well-being of all members 
of society. 
 4. Governance and Authority: 
The persistence of despotic regimes, coupled with growing disregard for 
legitimate authority, reflects a deep dissatisfaction with existing political 
structures. The principle of oneness demands a new approach to 
governance—one that balances individual freedoms with collective 
responsibility and fosters unity while respecting cultural diversity. 
 
A Call for Organic Change 
 
The Universal House of Justice emphasizes that the oneness of humankind 
implies not merely superficial reforms but an organic change in the very 
structure of society. This transformation must address the root causes of 
humanity’s challenges, fostering relationships based on trust, cooperation, 
and mutual respect. It requires the establishment of systems that reflect the 
spiritual truth of humanity’s unity, ensuring that all people can contribute to 
and benefit from the collective progress of civilization. 
 
The letter’s vision aligns with the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh, who, in Tablets of 
the Divine Plan, identifies the oneness of humankind as central to the Bahá’í 
mission. He writes, “Let them see no one as an alien. Meet the stranger with 
a radiant heart. So powerful is the light of unity that it can illuminate the 
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whole earth.” This statement underscores the transformative potential of 
unity, not only as a spiritual principle but as a practical guide for building a 
just and harmonious global society. 
 
The Bahá’í Community’s Role 
 
The Bahá’í community is called to exemplify the principle of oneness in its 
actions and structures. By creating environments that foster inclusivity, 
cooperation, and collective decision-making, Bahá’ís demonstrate the 
practical application of this principle. Efforts to build unified communities, 
promote education, and engage in constructive social action are tangible 
expressions of their commitment to the oneness of humankind. The 
Universal House of Justice highlights that these initiatives, though modest in 
scale, contribute to the broader process of societal transformation by 
providing models of what is possible when unity guides human interactions. 
 
Hope and Vision 
 
The letter assures its readers that the realization of oneness, while 
challenging, is not an unattainable ideal. It is a divine imperative, reflected in 
the teachings of all the world’s great religions and brought into sharp focus 
by Bahá’u’lláh’s revelation. The Bahá’í vision of unity is not limited to 
spiritual platitudes but encompasses practical solutions to humanity’s most 
urgent problems. By embracing this principle, humanity can overcome the 
divisions that have long plagued it and build a civilization that reflects its 
collective maturity. 
 
The Universal House of Justice’s articulation of the principle of oneness 
provides both a framework for understanding the inadequacies of the present 
age and a roadmap for addressing them. It calls on individuals, communities, 
and institutions to reimagine their relationships in light of this principle, 
ensuring that every aspect of society contributes to the realization of 
humanity’s highest aspirations. Through steadfast commitment to unity and 
justice, the Bahá’í community and humanity as a whole can move toward the 
fulfillment of Bahá’u’lláh’s vision of a unified, peaceful, and prosperous 
world. 
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PARAGRAPHS 6 - 7 

The Contribution of the Bahá’í 

Community 

 
The Universal House of Justice, in these paragraphs, elaborates on the dual 
contribution of the Bahá’í community to the advancement of civilization. 
This dual role consists of two interconnected dimensions: the internal 
development of the Bahá’í community itself and its constructive engagement 
with the broader society. Together, these efforts exemplify the Bahá’í 
community’s commitment to embodying spiritual principles and translating 
them into practical actions that contribute to humanity’s progress. 
 
The Internal Development of the Bahá’í Community 
 
The first dimension of the Bahá’í community’s contribution involves 
establishing a way of life and administrative structures that reflect 
Bahá’u’lláh’s vision of the oneness of humanity. This internal development is 
not confined to spiritual practices but extends to every aspect of community 
life. The letter describes how Bahá’ís strive to embody principles such as 
justice, service, and unity in their relationships, governance, and daily 
activities. 
 
The Universal House of Justice highlights several convictions that underpin 
this internal development: 
 • The Oneness of Humanity: Bahá’ís believe that the human 
soul transcends distinctions of gender, race, ethnicity, and class. This 
conviction drives efforts to eliminate all forms of prejudice and 
discrimination within the Bahá’í community. 
 • The Role of Education: Ignorance is seen as the root cause 
of prejudice, and education is regarded as a powerful tool for erasing it. The 
Bahá’í community places great emphasis on creating educational processes 
that make knowledge accessible to all, ensuring it does not become the 
privilege of a select few. 
 • The Coherence of Science and Religion: Bahá’ís view 
science and religion as complementary systems of knowledge and practice. 
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Together, they provide a framework for understanding the material and 
spiritual dimensions of reality, advancing civilization in a balanced way. 
 • The Centrality of Justice: Justice is considered essential for 
distinguishing truth from falsehood and for fostering unity. It is a guiding 
principle in both personal decisions and collective actions, ensuring that the 
rights and well-being of all are upheld. 
 
Through these principles, the Bahá’í community seeks to lay the foundations 
of a unified and just society. This process is not without its challenges; it 
requires continual learning, adaptation, and refinement. The Universal House 
of Justice emphasizes that Bahá’ís approach this task with humility, 
recognizing that they are engaged in a long-term process of growth and 
transformation. 
 
Engagement with Society at Large 
 
The second dimension of the Bahá’í community’s contribution involves 
active participation in the life of society. This engagement is not about 
imposing Bahá’í beliefs or creating a separatist movement; rather, it is about 
collaborating with others to address shared challenges and promote unity and 
justice. 
 
The Universal House of Justice underscores that Bahá’í involvement in 
society is guided by the same principles that shape their internal 
development. Bahá’ís seek to align their actions with the principle of the 
oneness of humanity, ensuring that their contributions foster unity rather 
than division. Specific areas of focus include: 
 • Service to Humanity: Bahá’ís are encouraged to see their 
work and actions as expressions of service to the common good. Whether 
through professions, community projects, or grassroots initiatives, they aim 
to contribute to the betterment of society. 
 • Collaboration and Partnership: The Bahá’í community 
actively seeks opportunities to collaborate with like-minded individuals, 
organizations, and movements. These partnerships are grounded in mutual 
respect and shared goals, avoiding any form of proselytizing or imposition. 
 • Social and Economic Development: Bahá’ís engage in 
projects that address the spiritual and material needs of communities. These 
efforts include promoting education, empowering youth, and fostering 
sustainable development. 
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The Interconnection Between the Two Dimensions 
 
The internal development of the Bahá’í community and its engagement with 
society are not separate endeavors but deeply interconnected. The values and 
principles cultivated within the Bahá’í community serve as a foundation for 
its societal contributions, ensuring coherence between belief and action. At 
the same time, the experiences gained through societal engagement enrich 
the community’s understanding and enhance its capacity to implement 
Bahá’u’lláh’s teachings. 
 
The Universal House of Justice explains that this dual contribution is part of 
a broader learning process. Bahá’ís are engaged in an iterative cycle of action, 
reflection, consultation, and study. This process allows them to refine their 
approaches, learn from their experiences, and adapt to changing 
circumstances. It also ensures that their efforts remain grounded in the 
teachings of Bahá’u’lláh while remaining relevant to the needs of the time. 
 
Capacity-Building and Collaboration 
 
The Universal House of Justice’s Ridván Messages frequently expand on these 
themes, emphasizing the importance of capacity-building and collaboration. 
Capacity-building refers to the process of equipping individuals, 
communities, and institutions with the skills, knowledge, and spiritual 
qualities needed to contribute to the advancement of civilization. This 
involves nurturing leadership, fostering collective decision-making, and 
creating environments where individuals can realize their potential. 
Collaboration, meanwhile, highlights the importance of working alongside 
others, recognizing that no single group or community can address 
humanity’s challenges in isolation. 
 
For example, the Ridván Message of 2001speaks to the community’s growing 
capacity for collaboration, stating: “The friends are learning to consult 
effectively, to mobilize collective effort, to harmonize their actions with the 
interests of others, and to draw strength from the diversity of their talents 
and experiences.” This message underscores that Bahá’í contributions are not 
confined to Bahá’í communities but extend to the broader fabric of society. 
 
A Transformative Model for Society 
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The Bahá’í community’s dual contribution offers a transformative model for 
societal progress. By fostering internal development based on spiritual 
principles and engaging constructively with the wider world, Bahá’ís 
demonstrate a way of life that harmonizes material and spiritual dimensions. 
Their efforts provide tangible examples of how unity, justice, and service can 
be realized in practice, offering inspiration and guidance to others. 
 
The Universal House of Justice reminds the Bahá’ís of the profound 
significance of their work. Their contributions, though modest in scale, are 
part of a larger process of societal transformation, moving humanity closer to 
the realization of Bahá’u’lláh’s vision of a unified and peaceful world. This 
dual focus—strengthening the Bahá’í community while collaborating with 
society at large—ensures that the Bahá’í efforts remain relevant, impactful, 
and aligned with the needs of humanity’s evolving journey. Through this 
balanced approach, the Bahá’í community continues to build capacity, foster 
collaboration, and advance the cause of unity and justice. 
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PARAGRAPHS 8 - 9 

The Role of Learning 
 

The Universal House of Justice places the Bahá’í community’s contributions 
to society within the framework of a dynamic, ongoing process of learning. 
This approach is characterized by cycles of action, reflection, consultation, 
and study, enabling the community to adapt and grow as it works to translate 
spiritual ideals into practical actions that foster unity and social progress. 
Rather than relying on static models or rigid systems, the Bahá’í community 
embraces this iterative process as a means of navigating the complexities of 
an ever-changing world. 
 
Learning as a Dynamic Process 
 
At the heart of the Bahá’í community’s efforts is the recognition that 
meaningful societal change requires a learning-oriented mindset. The 
community understands that its actions, while inspired by the teachings of 
Bahá’u’lláh, must be continuously refined in light of experience and evolving 
circumstances. This perspective acknowledges that humanity is in a state of 
transition, and the challenges it faces are unprecedented in scope and 
complexity. By adopting a posture of learning, the Bahá’í community 
positions itself not as an authority with all the answers but as an active 
participant in the global search for solutions to shared problems. 
 
The Universal House of Justice emphasizes that this process of learning is 
not merely academic or theoretical; it is deeply practical and grounded in 
action. Each initiative undertaken by the Bahá’í community—whether 
focused on community-building, social action, or engagement in public 
discourse—is an opportunity to apply spiritual principles, observe their 
effects, reflect on the results, and adjust approaches as needed. This iterative 
cycle ensures that the community remains responsive to the needs of its 
context while remaining firmly rooted in its spiritual foundations. 
 
The Elements of the Learning Process 
 
The letter identifies four key elements of the Bahá’í approach to 
learning: action, reflection, consultation, and study. These elements work 
together to create a comprehensive framework for growth and development: 
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 1. Action: 
Actions taken by the Bahá’í community are driven by the desire to serve 
humanity and advance the principles of unity, justice, and oneness. These 
actions include organizing educational programs, fostering community-
building activities, and addressing social and economic challenges. 
Importantly, these actions are not isolated efforts but are integrated into a 
broader vision of societal transformation. 
 2. Reflection: 
Reflection involves analyzing the outcomes of actions to determine their 
effectiveness and identify areas for improvement. This process allows the 
community to learn from both successes and challenges, ensuring that future 
actions are informed by past experiences. Reflection is not a passive exercise 
but an active engagement with the realities of implementation, requiring 
honesty, humility, and a willingness to adapt. 
 3. Consultation: 
Consultation is central to the Bahá’í approach to collective decision-making 
and problem-solving. It involves the participation of diverse perspectives, 
fostering unity of thought and action. Through consultation, the community 
is able to evaluate its experiences, explore new possibilities, and make 
decisions that reflect collective wisdom. This method also promotes 
detachment from personal views and a focus on identifying truth as a shared 
objective, ensuring that decisions align with both spiritual principles and 
practical realities. 
 4. Study: 
Study provides the intellectual and spiritual foundation for action. The Bahá’í 
community continually draws on the writings of Bahá’u’lláh, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 
and Shoghi Effendi, as well as the guidance of the Universal House of 
Justice, to inform its understanding and inspire its efforts. Study also extends 
to the scientific analysis of patterns and trends, reflecting the Bahá’í principle 
of harmony between science and religion. By integrating insights from 
spiritual texts and empirical observation, the community is able to devise 
approaches that are both principled and effective. 
 
Translating Ideals into Practical Actions 
 
The Universal House of Justice highlights that the ultimate goal of this 
learning process is to translate spiritual ideals into tangible actions that 
contribute to societal progress. This involves addressing real-world 
challenges in a way that reflects the Bahá’í teachings on unity, justice, and 
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service. For example: 
 • Efforts to build community cohesion are guided by the 
principle of oneness, fostering environments where individuals from diverse 
backgrounds can collaborate and grow together. 
 • Social and economic development initiatives are grounded in 
the belief that material and spiritual prosperity are interdependent, ensuring 
that progress is sustainable and inclusive. 
 • Engagement in public discourse reflects the commitment to 
justice and the promotion of constructive dialogue on pressing global issues. 
 
This approach not only enhances the Bahá’í community’s ability to 
contribute to the advancement of civilization but also demonstrates the 
practical relevance of Bahá’u’lláh’s teachings in addressing the complexities 
of contemporary life. 
 
The Role of Capacity-Building 
 
A crucial aspect of the learning process is capacity-building—equipping 
individuals, communities, and institutions with the skills, knowledge, and 
spiritual qualities needed to contribute effectively to collective efforts. 
Capacity-building is not limited to technical competencies; it also involves 
cultivating virtues such as patience, humility, and perseverance, which are 
essential for fostering unity and achieving long-term goals. 
 
The Letter to the Continental Boards of Counsellors (28 December 2010) elaborates 
on the centrality of learning and capacity-building in the Bahá’í community’s 
efforts to contribute to global civilization. It describes how the process of 
action, reflection, and consultation enables the community to “translate the 
teachings of the Faith into reality” and to “advance civilization through 
coherent endeavors at the grassroots level.” This guidance underscores the 
importance of viewing every initiative as part of a broader, evolving learning 
process. 
 
A Long-Term Vision 
 
The Universal House of Justice acknowledges that the learning process is 
incremental and long-term. The challenges humanity faces are deeply 
entrenched and require sustained effort over generations to overcome. The 
Bahá’í community’s approach reflects this understanding, focusing on 
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gradual yet steady progress rather than immediate or dramatic results. This 
patient, methodical approach ensures that initiatives are sustainable and that 
they contribute meaningfully to the broader transformation of society. 
 
A Contribution to Global Civilization 
 
The iterative learning process undertaken by the Bahá’í community is not 
only beneficial for its internal development but also serves as a model for 
broader societal transformation. By demonstrating how spiritual principles 
can be applied to real-world challenges, the Bahá’í community offers insights 
and practices that can inspire and inform others. This contribution is 
particularly valuable in a world where many are searching for pathways to 
unity, justice, and progress. 
 
Hope and Confidence in the Future 
 
The Universal House of Justice concludes this section with a message of 
hope and confidence. It reassures the Bahá’í community that their efforts, 
though modest in scale, are part of a larger divine plan for humanity’s 
maturation. The learning process, with its cycles of action, reflection, 
consultation, and study, ensures that the Bahá’í community remains adaptive, 
relevant, and capable of addressing the evolving needs of the age. Through 
this approach, the Bahá’í community not only advances its own development 
but also contributes to the emergence of a unified and peaceful world 
civilization. 
 
In these paragraphs, the Universal House of Justice affirms that the process 
of learning is not merely a method but a spiritual principle that aligns with 
Bahá’u’lláh’s vision for humanity. It calls on the Bahá’í community to remain 
steadfast, reflective, and committed to the dual goals of internal growth and 
societal transformation, confident that their efforts will bear fruit in 
advancing the oneness of humankind and the betterment of the world. 
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PARAGRAPHS 10 - 11 

The Vision of a New Civilization 

 
The Universal House of Justice paints an inspiring picture of a future 
civilization grounded in the principle of the oneness of humanity. Drawing 
on Bahá’u’lláh’s analogy of the human body, the letter envisions a society 
characterized by cooperation, interdependence, and unity, where the 
relationships between individuals, communities, and institutions are 
harmonized to achieve collective progress. This vision offers a stark contrast 
to the prevailing patterns of fragmentation, competition, and exploitation, 
calling instead for a reimagined social order that reflects humanity’s 
interconnected nature. 
 
Bahá’u’lláh’s Analogy of the Human Body 
 
The letter refers to Bahá’u’lláh’s profound analogy, where humanity is likened 
to the human body—a system of interconnected and interdependent parts 
working together for the well-being of the whole. Just as the cells, tissues, 
and organs of the body cooperate to sustain life and realize their full 
potential, so too must individuals, communities, and institutions collaborate 
to create a vibrant and just civilization. Bahá’u’lláh writes in Gleanings from the 
Writings of Bahá’u’lláh: “Regard ye not one another as strangers. Ye are the 
fruits of one tree, and the leaves of one branch.” This metaphor emphasizes 
that the health of the entire system depends on the harmony and proper 
functioning of each part, illustrating the fundamental interconnectedness of 
humanity. 
 
In this vision, no individual or group exists in isolation. The prosperity of 
one depends on the prosperity of all, and any harm to a part of humanity 
ultimately affects the whole. This perspective shifts the focus from self-
interest and competition to mutual support and collaboration. It also 
highlights the moral imperative to address inequality, injustice, and suffering, 
as these issues not only harm those directly affected but also undermine the 
collective well-being of humanity. 
 
Cooperation and Interdependence 
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Central to this vision is the principle of cooperation. The Universal House of 
Justice underscores that the future civilization must be governed by 
relationships that are collaborative rather than adversarial. This requires a 
fundamental rethinking of societal structures, moving away from systems 
based on dominance and exploitation toward ones that prioritize equity, 
reciprocity, and shared purpose. 
 
Interdependence is another key element of this vision. The letter emphasizes 
that individuals, communities, and institutions are not separate entities 
operating independently but are deeply interconnected actors within a single 
system. Each has a unique role to play, and their harmonious interaction is 
essential for the advancement of civilization: 
 • Individuals are called to act with responsibility and integrity, 
contributing their talents and energies to the common good. 
 • Communities serve as the arenas where individuals come 
together to foster unity, support one another, and collectively address 
challenges. 
 • Institutions are tasked with nurturing and guiding 
individuals and communities, facilitating coordinated action and ensuring 
that decisions are made with justice and inclusivity. 
 
The letter describes how these three protagonists—individuals, communities, 
and institutions—must transcend the historical patterns of competition and 
power struggles. Instead, their interactions should be governed by principles 
of cooperation, consultation, and service to humanity. 
 
A Civilization Befitting a Mature Humanity 
 
The Universal House of Justice envisions a civilization that reflects 
humanity’s maturation, aligning with Bahá’u’lláh’s revelation. This new 
civilization is not merely a refined version of existing systems but represents 
a profound transformation in the way society is organized. It rejects the 
outdated notions of hierarchy, conflict, and privilege, replacing them with 
structures and processes that promote unity, equality, and justice. 
 
This vision has practical implications for various aspects of society: 
 1. Governance: Leadership must move away from coercive 
power and instead be based on consultation, humility, and service. 
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Governments and institutions should prioritize the well-being of all people, 
fostering an environment where individuals and communities can thrive. 
 2. Economics: Economic systems must address the extremes 
of wealth and poverty, ensuring that resources are distributed equitably and 
sustainably. The focus should shift from material consumption to the 
cultivation of spiritual and material prosperity. 
 3. Education: Education should be universal and holistic, 
nurturing both intellectual and moral capacities. It should empower 
individuals to contribute to the betterment of society and to see themselves 
as members of a global community. 
 4. Environmental Stewardship: Humanity’s relationship with 
nature must be reimagined, recognizing the Earth as a trust from God. 
Sustainable practices and a commitment to environmental justice are essential 
for the survival and flourishing of future generations. 
 
The Role of Institutions 
 
In this new civilization, institutions play a pivotal role in fostering harmony 
and facilitating collective action. 
Institutions, as envisioned in Bahá’u’lláh’s teachings, are not mechanisms of 
control or domination but are instead designed to nurture, guide, and 
support the efforts of individuals and communities. They aim to channel the 
capacities of humanity toward constructive ends, creating an environment 
where diversity is celebrated and unity is achieved. 
 
The Universal House of Justice emphasizes that the role of institutions is to 
serve as facilitators of cooperation, encouraging participation and fostering a 
sense of shared purpose. Unlike many current systems where institutions are 
often disconnected from the populations they serve, Bahá’í institutions are 
structured to reflect principles of justice, inclusivity, and consultation. They 
are designed to empower individuals and communities rather than impose 
authority. 
 
This reconceptualization of institutions as enablers rather than rulers aligns 
with the analogy of the human body: just as organs serve the collective 
function of sustaining life, so too do institutions exist to advance the well-
being of humanity as a whole. 
 
Challenges of Building a New Civilization 
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The letter acknowledges that achieving such a vision is not without its 
challenges. The transformation of societal relationships—among individuals, 
communities, and institutions—requires a profound shift in attitudes, 
behaviors, and systems. Overcoming deeply entrenched patterns of 
competition, inequality, and fragmentation will take time, patience, and 
unwavering dedication. 
 
The Universal House of Justice reminds the Bahá’í community that this 
process will be gradual and incremental, requiring generations of effort. 
However, it assures the community that every small step taken toward unity, 
justice, and cooperation contributes to the larger goal of building a 
civilization that reflects humanity’s maturity. 
 
Bahá’u’lláh’s Vision in Gleanings 
 
This vision of a civilization based on the principle of oneness is deeply 
rooted in Bahá’u’lláh’s writings. In Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh, He 
states: 
 
 “The well-being of mankind, its peace and security, are unattainable 
unless and until its unity is firmly established.” 
 
Bahá’u’lláh’s analogy of the human body serves as a guiding framework for 
understanding this unity. Just as the health of each cell is tied to the health of 
the body as a whole, the prosperity of every individual, family, and 
community is inextricably linked to the well-being of the entire human race. 
This interconnectedness demands a collective reorientation of priorities, 
placing the needs of humanity above narrow self-interest. 
 
Bahá’u’lláh also writes: 
 
 “O ye children of men! The fundamental purpose animating the 
Faith of God and His Religion is to safeguard the interests and promote the 
unity of the human race, and to foster the spirit of love and fellowship 
amongst men.” 
 
This statement reflects the ultimate goal of the Bahá’í Faith: to create a 
civilization that not only ensures material prosperity but also nurtures the 
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spiritual and moral capacities of humanity. 
 
A New Model for Human Relationships 
 
The letter concludes these paragraphs by emphasizing that the relationships 
among individuals, communities, and institutions must embody the principle 
of cooperation. These relationships are not hierarchical but reciprocal, based 
on mutual trust, respect, and a shared commitment to the betterment of 
society. The roles of these three protagonists—individuals, communities, and 
institutions—are seen as complementary, each reinforcing the others in the 
pursuit of a unified and peaceful world. 
 
This vision of harmonious relationships is a departure from historical models 
of governance and societal organization, which have often been characterized 
by domination and conflict. Instead, it reflects a new paradigm where power 
is redefined as the capacity to uplift, enable, and inspire. The Universal 
House of Justice highlights the importance of this shift, noting that 
humanity’s collective progress depends on creating systems and structures 
that reflect its highest aspirations. 
 
Hope and Purpose in the Vision 
 
The Universal House of Justice concludes this section with an assurance that 
the vision of a new civilization is not only achievable but inevitable. It 
encourages the Bahá’í community to persevere in its efforts, confident that 
the principles of unity, justice, and cooperation will ultimately prevail. This 
vision serves as both an inspiration and a guide for the Bahá’í community 
and for humanity as a whole, offering hope for a future where the full 
potential of the human race can be realized. 
 
The transformative vision articulated in these paragraphs reflects the Bahá’í 
conviction that humanity is on the cusp of a new era. By fostering 
cooperation, interdependence, and unity, individuals, communities, and 
institutions can work together to create a civilization that fulfills Bahá’u’lláh’s 
promise of peace and prosperity for all. This future, though challenging to 
achieve, represents the ultimate destiny of humanity—a destiny that Bahá’ís 
are called to actively support through their actions, relationships, and 
steadfast commitment to the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh. 
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PARAGRAPHS 12 - 13 

A Revised Conception of Power 

 
The Universal House of Justice introduces a transformative redefinition of 
power in these paragraphs, proposing that it be viewed not as a tool for 
domination or competition but as a constructive force for the betterment of 
society. Rooted in spiritual principles such as love, unity, and service, this 
revised conception of power challenges the adversarial models that have long 
characterized human governance and societal organization. By reframing 
power as a means to release the potential of individuals and communities, the 
Bahá’í teachings offer a vision for a future civilization where power becomes 
a catalyst for unity and justice rather than division and exploitation. 
 
Power as a Force for Transformation 
 
The letter emphasizes that power, in its truest sense, is an inherent capacity 
within humanity to bring about meaningful change. It is not a finite resource 
to be seized and jealously guarded but a limitless potential that can be 
channeled toward collective progress. This understanding aligns with 
Bahá’u’lláh’s vision of a unified world, where power is wielded to uplift, 
enable, and inspire rather than to oppress or dominate. The Universal House 
of Justice explains that power, when guided by spiritual principles, can foster 
cooperation, encourage innovation, and create structures that reflect the 
oneness of humankind. 
 
In this revised conception, power is associated with words such as “release,” 
“encourage,” “guide,” and “enable.” It is seen as a means of nurturing the 
capacities of individuals and communities, empowering them to contribute to 
the advancement of civilization. This perspective shifts the focus from self-
interest and control to service and collaboration, aligning power with the 
spiritual qualities that underpin a just and harmonious society. 
 
Contrasting Power in Current Political Systems 
 
The letter contrasts this transformative view of power with the divisive and 
competitive notions that dominate many contemporary political systems. In 
these systems, power is often equated with control, privilege, and superiority. 
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Political processes are frequently driven by conflict, rivalry, and the pursuit of 
narrow interests, perpetuating cycles of division and inequality. This 
adversarial approach not only undermines the potential for unity but also 
erodes trust and fosters cynicism among individuals and communities. 
 
The Universal House of Justice highlights the limitations of these traditional 
models, noting that they are ill-suited to address the complexities of a rapidly 
evolving world. The focus on competition and dominance has contributed to 
a host of global challenges, including political instability, economic disparity, 
and environmental degradation. By clinging to outdated notions of power, 
humanity risks perpetuating systems that are fundamentally incapable of 
fostering the cooperation and solidarity needed to build a just and sustainable 
civilization. 
 
The Bahá’í Perspective on Power 
 
The Bahá’í teachings offer an alternative approach to power, rooted in the 
spiritual principles articulated by Bahá’u’lláh, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, and Shoghi 
Effendi. Power, in the Bahá’í view, is not inherently good or bad; its value 
depends on how it is exercised and for what purpose. When guided by 
principles such as love, justice, and service, power becomes a transformative 
force that uplifts individuals and strengthens communities. This perspective 
aligns with the Bahá’í commitment to unity, rejecting any use of power that 
perpetuates division, exploitation, or oppression. 
 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s The Secret of Divine Civilization provides a compelling 
articulation of this vision. He advocates for the application of spiritual 
principles in governance and societal development, emphasizing that true 
power lies in the ability to serve and uplift others. He writes: 
 
 “The honour and distinction of the individual consist in this, that he 
among all the world’s multitudes should become a source of social good. Is 
any larger bounty conceivable than this, that an individual, looking within 
himself, should find that by the confirming grace of God he has become the 
cause of peace and well-being, of happiness and advantage to his fellow 
men?” 
 
This statement reflects the Bahá’í conviction that power, when exercised with 
humility and integrity, can contribute to the well-being of all humanity. It also 
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underscores the importance of aligning power with spiritual values, ensuring 
that it serves the common good rather than narrow or selfish interests. 
 
Power and the Interplay of Individuals, Communities, and Institutions 
 
The letter further explains how this revised conception of power informs the 
relationships between individuals, communities, and institutions—the three 
protagonists in the advancement of civilization. Each has a unique role to 
play, and their interactions must be guided by mutual trust, respect, and a 
shared commitment to unity: 
 • Individuals: Power at the individual level involves the ability 
to act with purpose and integrity, contributing one’s talents and energies to 
the collective good. This requires cultivating virtues such as humility, 
generosity, and a sense of responsibility. 
 • Communities: At the community level, power is expressed 
through collaboration and collective action. Communities that embody the 
principle of oneness foster environments where all members can thrive and 
contribute meaningfully. 
 • Institutions: Institutions, as envisioned in the Bahá’í 
writings, serve as enablers of constructive action. Their role is to guide and 
support individuals and communities, creating systems that promote justice, 
inclusivity, and shared purpose. 
 
By harmonizing these relationships, the Bahá’í community seeks to 
demonstrate a model of power that is constructive and transformative, 
offering a practical example of how spiritual principles can be applied to 
societal governance. 
 
The Role of Consultation in Redefining Power 
 
A key element of this new approach to power is consultation. In the Bahá’í 
framework, consultation is a collective decision-making process that 
emphasizes inclusivity, detachment from personal agendas, and the search 
for truth. Through consultation, power is shared among participants, 
fostering a sense of ownership and responsibility while ensuring that 
decisions are guided by wisdom and justice. This process reflects the spiritual 
qualities that underpin the Bahá’í conception of power, offering a model for 
how authority can be exercised in a way that uplifts and unites. 
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A Path Toward Unity and Justice 
 
The Universal House of Justice’s redefinition of power represents a path 
toward a more just and harmonious society. By shifting the focus from 
competition to collaboration, from control to service, and from division to 
unity, this vision challenges humanity to rethink its approach to governance, 
leadership, and social organization. It calls on individuals, communities, and 
institutions to exercise power in ways that reflect their highest aspirations, 
contributing to the advancement of civilization and the well-being of all. 
 
Hope and Responsibility 
 
The letter concludes these paragraphs by reminding the Bahá’í community 
that this transformative vision of power is both a challenge and a 
responsibility. While the path toward realizing this vision may be fraught with 
difficulties, it is also imbued with hope. By embracing a new conception of 
power, grounded in spiritual principles, the Bahá’í community can contribute 
to the emergence of a unified and peaceful world. Through their efforts, 
Bahá’ís have the opportunity to demonstrate that power, when used for the 
common good, can become a force for healing, progress, and the realization 
of Bahá’u’lláh’s vision of the oneness of humanity. 
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PARAGRAPHS 14 - 15 

 Political Neutrality and Collaboration 

 
The Universal House of Justice uses these paragraphs to expound on a key 
aspect of Bahá’í principles: political neutrality and collaboration. Bahá’ís are 
reminded to avoid partisan politics while simultaneously engaging 
constructively with society through partnerships and collaborations with 
individuals, organizations, and movements that share their values. This dual 
approach allows Bahá’ís to contribute meaningfully to societal advancement 
while safeguarding their unity and maintaining fidelity to the spiritual 
principles that underpin their actions. 
 
Political Neutrality: A Fundamental Principle 
 
The letter underscores the importance of political neutrality as a defining 
feature of the Bahá’í community’s posture toward political life. Bahá’ís are 
instructed to refrain from affiliating with political parties, participating in 
factional disputes, or endorsing partisan agendas. This neutrality is not a sign 
of indifference or disengagement but stems from a higher principle: the 
oneness of humanity. Partisan politics, with its focus on competition and 
division, is seen as fundamentally incompatible with the Bahá’í mission to 
promote unity and harmony among all people. 
 
Shoghi Effendi, in The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, provides a detailed rationale 
for this stance. He writes: 
 
 “Let them refrain from associating themselves, whether by word or 
by deed, with the political pursuits, the policies, and the programmes of the 
governments of the countries to which they belong. Let them rise above all 
particularism and partisanship, above the vain disputes, the petty calculations, 
the transient passions, that agitate the face, and engage the attention of a 
restless world.” 
 
This guidance emphasizes the necessity of avoiding entanglement in political 
conflicts, which often exacerbate divisions and distract from the greater goal 
of fostering unity and justice. For Bahá’ís, the focus is not on choosing sides 
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in political debates but on contributing to solutions that transcend partisan 
interests and serve the common good. 
 
Collaboration: Working with Others for Shared Goals 
 
While maintaining political neutrality, the Bahá’í community actively seeks 
opportunities to collaborate with like-minded individuals and organizations. 
The letter highlights the importance of engaging in partnerships that align 
with Bahá’í principles and contribute to societal progress. Collaboration is 
viewed as a practical expression of the Bahá’í commitment to unity, 
demonstrating that meaningful change can be achieved through collective 
action and shared purpose. 
 
This collaborative approach is not limited to Bahá’í-initiated projects. Bahá’ís 
are encouraged to work alongside others in diverse fields, including 
education, social justice, environmental sustainability, and health. These 
efforts are guided by a set of principles that ensure consistency between 
means and ends: 
 • Respect for Diversity: Collaboration is based on mutual 
respect, recognizing the unique contributions of each partner while 
maintaining the integrity of Bahá’í principles. 
 • Non-Contention: Bahá’ís avoid engaging in activities that 
involve conflict, competition, or divisive rhetoric, focusing instead on 
constructive and inclusive approaches. 
 • Service-Oriented Action: The ultimate aim of collaboration 
is to serve humanity, addressing social and economic challenges in ways that 
foster unity and uplift communities. 
 
Ensuring Coherence Between Means and Ends 
 
The Universal House of Justice emphasizes that the means used to achieve a 
goal must align with the desired outcome. This principle is particularly 
important in the context of collaboration, as it ensures that Bahá’ís do not 
compromise their values or reinforce harmful societal patterns in their 
pursuit of noble objectives. For example: 
 • Bahá’ís cannot seek unity through methods that involve 
contention or coercion, as these approaches undermine the very principles 
they aim to uphold. 
 • Similarly, they cannot promote justice through actions that 
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perpetuate inequality or exclusion, as such means are inconsistent with the 
Bahá’í vision of a just and equitable society. 
 
This insistence on coherence reflects a deep commitment to integrity and 
authenticity in all aspects of Bahá’í life. By aligning their methods with their 
principles, Bahá’ís demonstrate that spiritual ideals are not abstract concepts 
but practical guides for action. 
 
The Role of Political Neutrality in Preserving Unity 
 
Political neutrality plays a vital role in preserving the unity of the Bahá’í 
community, which is composed of individuals from diverse backgrounds, 
cultures, and perspectives. Partisan politics, with its emphasis on division and 
competition, has the potential to fracture this unity, creating rivalries and 
conflicts that undermine collective progress. By refraining from political 
affiliations and focusing on shared goals, the Bahá’í community is able to 
maintain its cohesion and integrity as a global entity. 
 
Shoghi Effendi, in The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, writes about the dangers of 
political partisanship: 
 
 “Their Faith, Bahá’u’lláh has made it indubitably clear, is not of this 
world. Its followers will neither succumb to its enticements nor be deluded 
by its claims. For their mission is far superior to the affairs of this world.” 
 
This statement reflects the Bahá’í understanding that the ultimate purpose of 
their Faith transcends political agendas, focusing instead on the spiritual and 
social transformation of humanity. Political neutrality ensures that the Bahá’í 
community remains focused on this higher purpose, unencumbered by the 
distractions and divisions of partisan politics. 
 
Collaboration as a Path to Unity 
 
While avoiding political partisanship, the Bahá’í community actively seeks 
ways to contribute to societal progress through collaboration. The letter 
highlights that this collaborative approach provides opportunities to share 
insights, learn from others, and demonstrate the practical application of 
Bahá’í principles. Importantly, Bahá’ís approach collaboration with humility, 
recognizing that they are part of a larger global effort to address humanity’s 
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challenges. This humility fosters mutual respect and openness, allowing for 
genuine partnerships that are rooted in shared values and common goals. 
 
Guarding Against Pitfalls 
 
The letter also cautions Bahá’ís to avoid certain pitfalls when engaging in 
collaboration. These include: 
 • Self-Righteousness: Bahá’ís must guard against any sense of 
superiority or exclusivity, approaching collaboration with an attitude of 
learning and mutual support. 
 • Imposition of Beliefs: Collaboration should not be used as 
an opportunity to impose Bahá’í teachings on others. Instead, Bahá’ís are 
encouraged to share their experiences and insights in a spirit of humility and 
openness. 
 • Compromise of Principles: While working with others, 
Bahá’ís must ensure that their actions remain consistent with their spiritual 
principles, avoiding any activities that contradict their values. 
 
A Practical Framework for Engagement 
 
The letter provides a practical framework for navigating the balance between 
political neutrality and active engagement. By adhering to the principles of 
non-contention, respect, and coherence, Bahá’ís can participate in efforts to 
improve society without compromising their unity or integrity. This 
framework allows the Bahá’í community to contribute meaningfully to the 
betterment of the world while remaining true to its mission and identity. 
 
Hope and Vision 
 
The Universal House of Justice concludes these paragraphs with a message 
of hope, emphasizing that political neutrality and collaboration are not 
mutually exclusive but complementary aspects of the Bahá’í approach to 
societal engagement. By avoiding the divisive tendencies of partisan politics 
and focusing on constructive partnerships, the Bahá’í community can play a 
unique role in advancing unity, justice, and progress. This approach reflects 
the Bahá’í conviction that true change comes not through conflict or division 
but through cooperation and shared purpose. 
 
In these paragraphs, the Universal House of Justice reaffirms the importance 
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of political neutrality and collaboration as essential elements of the Bahá’í 
community’s contribution to society. By embodying these principles, Bahá’ís 
demonstrate that it is possible to engage actively with the world while 
remaining committed to unity, justice, and the oneness of humanity. Through 
their actions, they offer a model for how spiritual principles can guide 
societal engagement, inspiring others to work together for the common 
good. 
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PARAGRAPH 16 

Final Exhortation 

 
The Universal House of Justice concludes its letter to the Bahá’ís of Iran with 
a heartfelt exhortation, encouraging them to rise to the immense challenges 
they face with unwavering integrity, clarity, and love. This final message 
serves as both an affirmation of their noble efforts and a call to continue 
demonstrating the principles of their Faith in their interactions with their 
fellow citizens. It highlights the pivotal role the Iranian Bahá’ís can play in 
advancing their society while remaining steadfast in their identity as followers 
of Bahá’u’lláh. 
 
Exemplifying Integrity, Clarity, and Love 
 
The letter reminds the Iranian Bahá’ís of the critical importance of 
embodying the highest standards of integrity, clarity, and love in all their 
interactions. These qualities are not merely personal virtues but essential 
elements of their collective response to the trials and opportunities they face. 
 • Integrity: The Bahá’ís are called upon to uphold honesty and 
truthfulness in all circumstances, even in the face of prejudice or hostility. 
Integrity strengthens trust and credibility, enabling the Bahá’ís to build 
genuine relationships with their compatriots and to be seen as reliable 
contributors to the betterment of society. 
 • Clarity: The Universal House of Justice emphasizes the need 
for clear and articulate communication of Bahá’í principles. This is 
particularly important in countering misconceptions about the Faith and 
demonstrating its relevance to contemporary issues. The Iranian Bahá’ís are 
encouraged to present their teachings with conviction and coherence, helping 
others understand the spiritual and practical contributions the Bahá’í 
community seeks to make. 
 • Love: Above all, the Bahá’ís are urged to approach their 
fellow citizens with love and compassion, seeing them as members of one 
human family. This love must transcend divisions of religion, culture, and 
ideology, reflecting Bahá’u’lláh’s teaching to “consort with all men in a spirit 
of friendliness and fellowship.” 
 
This triad of qualities—integrity, clarity, and love—provides a powerful 
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foundation for the Bahá’ís’ engagement with society. It ensures that their 
actions and interactions are guided by spiritual principles, fostering unity and 
understanding in a context often marked by division and mistrust. 
 
Confidence in the Bahá’í Community 
 
The Universal House of Justice expresses its profound confidence in the 
Iranian Bahá’ís’ ability to navigate their complex and challenging 
circumstances. Despite decades of persecution, the community has 
demonstrated remarkable resilience, steadfastness, and creativity in its efforts 
to contribute to Iranian society. The letter affirms that the Bahá’ís of Iran 
possess the spiritual and moral capacities needed to overcome obstacles and 
to make meaningful contributions to their country’s progress. 
 
This confidence is not based solely on the past achievements of the Iranian 
Bahá’ís but also on the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh, which equip His followers 
with the principles and guidance necessary to respond constructively to 
adversity. The Universal House of Justice reminds the Iranian Bahá’ís that 
their steadfastness and example serve as a source of inspiration for the global 
Bahá’í community and for their fellow citizens, many of whom are 
themselves striving to navigate the challenges of a rapidly changing society. 
 
Maintaining a Distinct Bahá’í Identity 
 
The letter emphasizes that, as the Iranian Bahá’ís engage with their society, 
they must remain true to their identity as followers of Bahá’u’lláh. This 
identity is defined not only by adherence to Bahá’í teachings but also by a 
commitment to embodying those teachings in daily life. 
 • The Iranian Bahá’ís are reminded to avoid compromising 
their principles in the face of external pressures, ensuring that their actions 
remain consistent with the spiritual values of the Bahá’í Faith. 
 • At the same time, they are encouraged to demonstrate that 
their Bahá’í identity is not a barrier to engagement but a source of strength 
and insight that enables them to contribute meaningfully to the common 
good. 
 
By maintaining this balance, the Bahá’ís of Iran can serve as a bridge between 
diverse segments of their society, fostering understanding and collaboration 
in pursuit of shared goals. 
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Guidance from Bahá’u’lláh’s Kitáb-i-Aqdas 
 
The Universal House of Justice draws on Bahá’u’lláh’s Kitáb-i-Aqdas, which 
provides timeless guidance for Bahá’ís in their interactions with others. 
Bahá’u’lláh exhorts His followers to: 
 
 “Consort with all men in a spirit of friendliness and fellowship.” 
 
This directive reflects the central Bahá’í principle of universal love and unity, 
encouraging Bahá’ís to approach all people with respect, openness, and 
kindness. It is a call to transcend divisions and to build relationships based 
on mutual understanding and shared humanity. 
 
In the context of the Iranian Bahá’ís, this teaching serves as a reminder that 
their response to prejudice and misunderstanding must always be rooted in 
dignity and compassion. By embodying this spirit of friendliness and 
fellowship, they can challenge stereotypes, build bridges of understanding, 
and contribute to the transformation of societal attitudes. 
 
A Call to Action 
 
The letter concludes with a call to action, urging the Iranian Bahá’ís to seize 
the opportunities before them to contribute to the advancement of their 
society. This contribution is not limited to specific projects or initiatives but 
extends to every interaction, every relationship, and every act of service. The 
Universal House of Justice encourages the Bahá’ís to see themselves as active 
participants in the unfolding of Bahá’u’lláh’s vision for a united and just 
world, confident that their efforts, however modest, are part of a larger 
divine plan. 
 
The final exhortation also serves as a reminder of the Bahá’ís’ responsibility 
to act as torchbearers of Bahá’u’lláh’s teachings, demonstrating through their 
lives the transformative power of His revelation. This responsibility requires 
courage, patience, and unwavering faith, but it also brings the profound joy 
of knowing that their efforts contribute to the betterment of humanity. 
 
Hope and Assurance 
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The Universal House of Justice concludes with a message of hope and 
assurance, reminding the Iranian Bahá’ís that they are not alone in their 
efforts. They are supported by the prayers of Bahá’ís around the world and 
by the divine assistance promised to those who strive to serve humanity in 
the path of Bahá’u’lláh. This assurance reinforces the message of confidence 
and encouragement, inspiring the Iranian Bahá’ís to persevere in their noble 
mission. 
 
In this final paragraph, the Universal House of Justice encapsulates the core 
message of the letter: that the Iranian Bahá’ís, through their integrity, clarity, 
and love, have a unique opportunity to contribute to the advancement of 
their society while exemplifying the principles of their Faith. By remaining 
true to their identity as Bahá’ís and engaging with their compatriots in a spirit 
of fellowship, they can help pave the way for greater unity, understanding, 
and progress. This exhortation reflects the enduring hope and faith of the 
Universal House of Justice in the transformative power of Bahá’u’lláh’s 
teachings and the capacity of His followers to create a better world. 
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C O N C L U S I O N  

Closing Thoughts 

 
The Universal House of Justice’s letter to the Bahá’ís of Iran, dated 2 March 
2013, serves as a profound exposition of the Bahá’í approach to societal 
transformation. Its themes resonate deeply with the core teachings of 
Bahá’u’lláh and the guidance offered in numerous messages from the 
Universal House of Justice over the decades. By addressing the principles of 
the oneness of humankind, the dual processes of integration and 
disintegration, and the importance of political neutrality, the letter offers 
both encouragement and a clear framework for the Bahá’í community to 
navigate the complexities of their societal engagement while remaining 
steadfast in their spiritual identity. 
 
 
1. The Oneness of Humankind 
 
The principle of the oneness of humankind is the foundation of the Bahá’í 
Faith, and this letter reaffirms its centrality to all aspects of Bahá’í life and 
action. The Universal House of Justice describes this principle as the 
hallmark of humanity’s maturity, requiring a complete rethinking of societal 
relationships and structures. The oneness of humankind is not merely a call 
for cooperation but a demand for a fundamental reorganization of how 
humanity perceives and interacts with itself. 
 
Cross-References 
 • In the Ridván Message of 2000, the Universal House of Justice 
states: 
 “The principle of the oneness of humankind is the pivot around 
which all the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh revolve. It challenges many of the 
traditional norms that have divided the peoples of the world and calls for a 
system of governance and social organization that embraces all humanity.” 
 • The 28 December 2010 Letter to the Counsellors emphasizes that 
this principle must be translated into action, guiding the efforts of Bahá’ís to 
build communities that reflect the spiritual truth of unity. 
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Practical Applications 
 
The Iranian Bahá’ís are encouraged to exemplify the oneness of humankind 
in their interactions with their fellow citizens, overcoming prejudice with love 
and fostering relationships based on mutual respect. This principle also 
informs their approach to community-building, ensuring that their efforts 
contribute to the creation of a society that values justice, equality, and 
collaboration. 
 
2. Dual Processes of Integration and Disintegration 
 
The letter highlights the interplay of the dual processes of integration and 
disintegration as a defining feature of humanity’s current stage of 
development. Disintegration, though often perceived as destructive, clears 
the way for new patterns of organization, while integration fosters unity and 
cooperation. Together, these processes drive humanity toward the realization 
of Bahá’u’lláh’s vision for a new world order. 
 
Cross-References 
 • In The Promised Day is Come, Shoghi Effendi explains: 
 “The disintegration of the old order, and the integration of the new, 
proceed apace. The world’s equilibrium has been upset through the vibrating 
influence of this most great, this new World Order.” 
 • The Ridván Message of 2012 describes these processes as 
complementary, stating: 
 “The destructive forces sweeping across the planet have, 
paradoxically, opened new avenues for the forces of integration to gather 
strength.” 
 
Relevance to the Iranian Bahá’ís 
 
For the Iranian Bahá’ís, the dual processes provide a framework for 
understanding the turbulence in their society. The disintegration of outdated 
structures creates space for the community’s efforts to promote unity, justice, 
and spiritual values. By aligning themselves with the forces of integration, 
they can contribute to the reorganization of society in ways that reflect Bahá’í 
principles. 
 
3. Political Neutrality 
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The principle of political neutrality is central to the Bahá’í Faith’s approach 
to societal engagement. The letter reiterates the importance of refraining 
from partisan politics, emphasizing that such involvement often exacerbates 
division and undermines unity. Instead, Bahá’ís are called to focus on 
constructive action and collaboration, contributing to the betterment of 
society in ways that transcend political conflicts. 
 
Cross-References 
 • In The World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, Shoghi Effendi explains: 
 “They will neither feel politically inclined towards, nor will they 
identify themselves with, the political forces and movements prevailing in 
their respective countries.” 
 • The Ridván Message of 1986 highlights the need to avoid 
contention, stating: 
 “The political processes of the world, marked as they are by 
contention and self-interest, must be replaced by principles of justice and 
unity.” 
 
Balancing Neutrality and Engagement 
 
The letter emphasizes that political neutrality does not equate to 
disengagement. The Iranian Bahá’ís are encouraged to actively collaborate 
with others to address shared challenges, ensuring that their actions are 
guided by spiritual principles and contribute to the unity of society. This 
balance allows them to maintain their integrity as Bahá’ís while participating 
meaningfully in the life of their nation. 
 
Themes in the Broader Context of Bahá’í Messages 
 
The principles outlined in this letter resonate with the broader themes 
addressed by the Universal House of Justice in its global messages: 
 
1. Building Capacity for Service 
 
The Ridván Messages of the 21st Century frequently emphasize the need for 
capacity-building at the grassroots level, encouraging Bahá’ís to empower 
individuals and communities to contribute to the advancement of civilization. 
The Iranian Bahá’ís’ efforts to establish educational programs, promote 
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equality, and foster unity align with this global directive. 
 
2. The Role of Consultation 
 
Consultation, as highlighted in the Letter to the Counsellors (2010), is a central 
tool for fostering unity and making decisions that reflect collective wisdom. 
The Iranian Bahá’ís are called to use consultation in their interactions, 
ensuring that diverse perspectives are valued and that decisions serve the 
common good. 
 
3. The Vision of a Unified Civilization 
 
The Ridván Message of 1996 articulates a vision of a future civilization founded 
on justice, unity, and spirituality. The letter to the Iranian Bahá’ís echoes this 
vision, encouraging them to see their efforts as part of a larger process of 
societal transformation. 
 
Insights into Societal Transformation 
 
This letter provides profound insights into the Bahá’í perspective on societal 
transformation, offering guidance that is both timeless and contextually 
relevant. Its key themes—the oneness of humankind, the dual processes of 
integration and disintegration, and the principle of political neutrality—form 
a cohesive framework for understanding the challenges and opportunities of 
the present age. 
 
For the Iranian Bahá’ís, the letter is both a source of encouragement and a 
roadmap for action. It reaffirms their capacity to contribute to the 
advancement of their society while remaining true to their spiritual identity. 
By embodying the principles of their Faith in their interactions and 
initiatives, they can serve as beacons of hope and examples of Bahá’u’lláh’s 
vision for a united and just world. 
 
For humanity at large, this letter offers a model for navigating the 
complexities of a rapidly changing world. It calls on individuals, 
communities, and institutions to align their actions with spiritual principles, 
contributing to the emergence of a civilization that reflects humanity’s 
highest aspirations. In doing so, it affirms the transformative power of 
Bahá’u’lláh’s teachings and the vital role of the Bahá’í community in shaping 
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the future of our global society. 


