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The Ancient Beauty, in a Tablet, hath declared:

“From the ignorant ones of Persia, who are known as divines, there hath proceeded that
which was never committed by Shimr? and Yazid.> In truth, the tongue of Shimr and Yazid in
Hell (Saqar) uttereth these words: ‘O God, O God! The time hath come for Thee to forgive
us, for our misdeeds, in comparison with the misdeeds of the divines of Persia, are even as
mercy.

1 seek refuge in Thee, O My God, from their evil. I seek refuge in Thee, O My God, from their
oppression (zulm). I seek refuge in Thee, O My God, from their cruelty (shagawat). I seek
refuge in Thee, O My God, from the fire of their idolatry (shirk), their infidelity (kufr), and
their hypocrisy (nifaq).

Glorified be God! Their rebellion hath caused them to speak thus. Though the truth is not
with them, yet this word hath proceeded from them: ‘O My God, O My God!’

Though outwardly the Pen hath spoken in jest, and its purpose hath been the delight of Thy
branches, yet the deeds of these wicked ones have melted livers and caused hearts to burn.

O My God, O My God! Bestow new ears upon the people of existence and grant them keen
sight, that they may behold and hear that which draweth them nigh unto Thee and guideth
them unto Thy path. Verily, Thou art the One Whose aid is sought, and Thou art the Almighty,
the All-Bounteous.”

Baha’w’lldh, Majmii ‘iy-i-Athar-i-Qalam-i-A ‘ld, no. 31, p. 140 (provisional translation).

! Contact email address: nsm_dist@hotmail.com.

2 Shimr was commander in the army of the Umayyad governor at Kufih and one of the principal figures responsible for the
killing of Husayn ibn “Ali at the Battle of Karbila’ in 680 CE. In Islamic memory, especially within Shi‘ah tradition, he
symbolizes extreme cruelty and impiety.

3 Yazid was the second Umayyad caliph (r. 680-683 CE), under whose authority the Battle of Karbila’ occurred and Husayn
ibn “Ali was killed. He is widely regarded in Islamic history—particularly in Shi‘ah thought—as a symbol of tyranny and
illegitimate rule.
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