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Notables Throng Church’
For Abbott’s Funeral

By HAZEL L. GRIGGS
CHICAGO.—(ANP)—In a church
fllled with notables . from every

walk of lfe, funeral services were'
held Monday for Robert Sengstacke

Abbott, ploneer Chicage joum-
alist, who for 35 years guided the
columns of the world's best known
Negro newspaper, the Chicago De-
:enger. NO CNICRE0 courcnt woulQ
have been lurge cavugh to hold
the crowds which sought entrance,
Relatives chose one of the churche
es he loved best, the Metropolitan
Community church in the heart
of Chicago’s grest  southside. It
was packed to capacity ang crowds
thronged the sirset oulsice.
Eulogles for the powerti, persoti-
ality of the cditct, ~whose dream
carried the Def.nder from 2 small
sheet for whici, he was printer,
publisher, editor ang newsboy w
a vigorous pager w.ih nearly a
quarter million cir¢ulation throughe
out the land, were climaxed with
a fitting and La:pressive tribute by
Edward J. Kelly. mayor of Chi-
cago. Mayor ¥elley praised the
humility and great raclal love Mr,
Abbott had for his people. He said:

PRAISED AS FRIEND

“As Ed Kelly today, I want to
say I am honored to have a last say
for my personal and dear {riend,
Robert S. Abbott. He was s great
American citizen, one, whom Deopie
of the entire world might take les-
sons from, I was {first stirred by
s very real love and concern for
"is people, May his gpirit live on
in the hearts of thosc whose rights
he champloned.”

Lucius Harper, managing editor
of the Defender, who worked with
Mr. Abboit since fhe paper’s in-
fancy, told of the early beginnings

Was Native
Of Sa.vannal'x,
Georgia

and struggles endured by his chief,
Graduating {rom Hampton, Mr,
Abbott came 0 Chicago where he
began his paper amidst the peers
of fellow citizens, he sald. From:
thase struggles he eméiged vicior-
jous though  battle-scarred, con-
tinued Mr. Harper, ard ever con-
tended for social justce, political
rights and equality for his race, “He
exploded the theory Lhal Negroes
will not support a Negro-owned in-
stitution,” Mr. Harper econcluded.

Otherg paying tribute to Mr, Ab-'
bott were James B. Gashin, promi-
nent attorney, Patrick B. Prescott.’
<andidate for congress: Dr, Charles
3. Thompson, the Rev., Preston’
Bradley, dynamic white minisier;
~Irs. Prances Smith, Northern Dis- '
sict Federatioa of Coiored Wom-
en: Albert Windlass, chairman of
.he Baha! movement Li Chicago of
which Mr, Abbolt wis a nember,
and Eappa Aipha Psl  [raternity,
represented by W, Ellis Siewart
wnd Theopilus Mann.

~“SENT FROM GOD”

The bref cermon of the Rev.
Archibald Carey, whose father the
iate Bishop Carey was for many
years a friend and neighbor of Mo,
Abbott, fittingly finished the im-
oressive ceremonies descriding the
late editor &s “a man sen! from

God to show the world what to do
with handicaps,” He said:

“Born underprivileged, reared in
poverty with prejudice for his dally
companion Robert S, Abbott vir-
tually lifted. nimseld by his boot
straps to overcome more masteriul-
ly than any man of his gneralior
the handicaps of life”

Quoting Rudyard Kiplings “If”
youthful Rev. Carey coupared the

to a history of Abbott's liie,
and praised the life which was
spent In working for equality of
the Negro race.

Besides Mayor Kelly, George W.
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Notables Throng

(Continged from page 1)

Arthur, Arthur W. Mitchell, An-
thony Overton, Robert R. Jackson,
Oscar DePriest, Ernest Kroutgon,
Earl B. Dickerson, Richard Jones,
Lan Guines. Benjamin Grant and
Edysr Froen  wore  amonz the
Lulwrnary pasihcarers,

Tioe £3.000 stecl casket wag sur-
scunded Ly a  profusion Q( I‘oml|
¢ller:nas which  transforfred the |
allar 1o a veritable fiower gur-
den ang spread to the 1arthest
cornerg of the church. Notable
amorg these offerings were: the
emply chair, composed of lilles
and red rcses, sent by the Jones
brothers, southside merchants; the
widon's heart of carnations and ;
purile orchids. a  bleeding  cross,
frem nephew  John  Sengstacke; ;
and u broken wheel of pink ané !
wiite carnations given by the Roy-
al Coterie of Snakes, prominent
Chieago club.
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