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AbbottCameUp
| the “Hard Way’

Chicago Editor-Publisher
Knew Rags and Riches, Too

CHICAGO - The death heres
last Thursday of Robert Seng-J|
stacke Abbett, 69, founder angl
editor-publisher of the Chicagoy!

story-book life narrative
fearless  erusader for
eguality in the world,
Coming to Chicago in 1895 aty
the age of 25, he altended the:

of ay
raciall;i

his LL.B. Affer practieing for ai
few years in Gary, Ind, he
abandoned the profession and se--
cured employment as a printer|
with the ambition of founding ai
newspaper to fight segregation.|
His first venture was a daily, but
it did not last long. '

On May 5, 1905, there appear--
ed the first issue of the Defcnder..j
For several years, during the:H
struggle to survive, it was pub--
lished in the living room of am'
apartment on State Street. From
the start, Mr. Abbott carried om
a bitter fight against southern:
Negrophobes and sought lo en-!
courage the race as a whole. |

He saw the Defender grows
phenomenally in 10 years. Them
came World War and entry by
the United States into the “con--
flict. Mr, Abbott fought un--
compromisingly for ihe rights off
colored soldiers and the colored
southerners who came north to
work in industry. |

Hit Peak Circulation

In 1821, when the colored peo-
ple who went to France to fight
for democracy had returned and
were fighting, with Mr. Abbott’s
help, against diserimination at
home, the Defender had grown ta;
such proportions that it became!
necessary {0 move to its present
quarters on Indiana Avesnue. [t
circulation, according to publish- |
er's figures, was 205,000, ;

He became a millionaire, and
at that time paid himself a salary
of 2,500 weekly. This was in!
contrast with stories of the edi-
tor's early days of struggle, when
he wore patched ciothes, went|
without food, and begged the as- !
sistance of friends,

Had 2 Shakeups

Twice he had to oust key
workers from the newspaper af--
ter he became convinced they’
were determental fo the business..
The first major shakeup was inl
1924 and the last was in 1934..
Minor shakeups occurred
quently.

In 1931, he launched the ill-

‘'warded honorary degrees

fre-«;

graduates were not prepared to
hold jobs on his newspaper im-
mediately following their gradu-
ation.

Not long after this, the frustees
wvetlooked Mr. Abbptt and
mamed Dr. Morgan E. Morris of
KEilmarnock, Va., to the board.
I is said that Mr. Abboft was
“woo outspoken” for Hampton.
After that time, he ceased his ac-
tisvity in Hampion’s behalf.

Had he desired, he could have
meceived many political posts but
te always oeclined. During
World War I he served as a
speaker on vairous Liberty loan
dirives, wag an advisor to lhe
Southside draft board, and
served on Guv. Lowden's Rave
arommission after the 1918 race
riots, He was also a lile mem-
ther of the Art institute and His-
ttorical society, and received the
thighest honor of Kappa Alpha
Wi fraternity for distinguished
service to his race.

Mr. Abbott first married Helen
Thornton of Athens, Ga., in 1918.
Trhey were divorced 1n 1933,
ILater he married the widow of
(Col. Franklin Dennison who sur-|
wives him. Otiher survivors arve’
this nephew, John H. Sengstacke,
wice president and general mana- |
ger of the Defender; two sisters
iin Savannah, Miss Rebecca Seng-
sstacke and Mrs. Eliza MeXay,
and two other nephews and four
mieces in Chicago.

When the first Mrs. Abbott,
hwon her divoree in 1033, she was |
mwarded a settlement of $50,000,
@n automobile and furniture and
ssilver in the Abboit home at 4742
South Parkway. Mr. Abbott was
@also ordered fo pay $2500 of 85,-
000 atiorney's fee allowed hiSi
wife by the court. )
She had previously been a-
warded $300 a month temporary

ROBERT S. ABBOTT

fated Abbatt's Monihly which,‘
together with other losses sus-.

i] {ained by business generally dur- |

ing the depression, ate into his;
reserve.

Always interested in the ad- |
vancement of his race, Mr, Ab-
bott was active in [fields other!
than newspaper. He made trips
'to Europe and South America to!
bind together Negroes and na- |
tives of these foreign lands. Here
:in the United States, he was a—J
by
Meorris Brown College and Wil- |
berforce University,

When he and his first wife!
‘visited Europe in 1929, the pub-:
lisher reported that they were:
refused admission by thirly LonA‘
don hotels, compelled 1o leave‘
one at half an hour's nolice and |

it requested to leave another after |

having engaged rooms for
weeks.

Said he at that time:

“If T had tried to enter a hotel
in New Orleans, they would
lynch me. At least they would
!icick me out, and if I resisted they
would lynch me. But in Eng-

wo*

Jand, which has millions of col-
ored people under the flag, 1 ex-
pected different treatment.”

A former presiaent of the
Hampton Alumni  Association,
Mr. Abboll, according to inti-
mates, expected to be named to
the trustee board of the Virginia
Institution and was known to
have given more monev to the
schonl than any other individual
alumnus.

He paid many visits to the
school and on one occasion, it is
said, pointed out that Hampion's
printing department was behind

the times in equipment and

alimony, and had offered to
settle their domestic rift for;
$100,000, Mr. Abbott spurned:
the offer, At the trial, he was
so weak from long illness that he
had to be pushed into the court
{in a wheel chair.

i

teaching, pointing out that its
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