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Kiddies And Parents Parade :heir Easter Finery 

300-Voice Chorus Thrills 
Crowd At Metropolitan 

Earl Hines And J. Wesley Jones Win: 

Praise Of Critics 
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By VERA B. SLAUGHTER 

_ Mark down another triumph for The Chicago Detenders 

| Bud Billiken club. And it was a triumph. for never before 

has there been such a splendid array of child talent dis-| 

'played as was evidenced by the smashing success of this | 

‘year’s Billiken programs. >nurch. The program. under the| 

thot really nen slivals plausib\e {| dirzction of Mrs. Lilla Jackson and | 

held at the same time at nine dil- Miss Thelma Payne, won the com- 

ferent churches, but that is what. mendations of hundreds. The ore 

tually happened Sunday after- |terion Concert orchestra plare a 

actuals concert preceding the opening of 

neon. 
the festival. 

| Woodlawn kiddies were well fe- 

| warded for their efforts in the Billi- 

| ken festival when. at the close of 

‘their program at Woodlawn AME 

i church. they were given beautifully 

_ colored Easter eggs. Mesdamesi 

| Willie Floyd and Mable Malarcher | 

| were directresscs, ‘ 

West Side Turns Out ; 

The West Side showed real 100) 

~ 

Nine Churches Help 

The nine churches of various de- 

nominations were filled to capacity 

with parents and well-wishers who 

had come out to see and hear these 

children participating in a program 

of Faster music. 

This vear's festivals marked the 

fifth to be staged by The Chicago 

Defender, and from the sentiment | 

of the thousands of persons in at- 

tendance, the programs were bigger 

and better than ever. 

Bright sunshine and mild breezes 

added to the enjoyment of the 

children as well as the grownups. 

iper cent Billiken loyalty in its re- 

‘sponse to the three programs. The 

ifargest of these was at Zion Hill 

| Baptist church, where a chorus num- 

_bering 200 sang beautifully. The ; 

church was packed to its fullest, 

i 

‘eapacity. Prof. ©. C. Davis. noted 

gospel song writer. and director of 

the Billiken chorus. once again 

established himself as the kiddies’ 

friend. : 

Decorate Churches soe a few blocks away. 5 West 

To add to the beauty of the occa- iders were enjoying ‘the renditions 

sion, the committee of arrangements of the child artists ong the muse 

at the various institutions had deco- o 1 c pian pera . concert 

rated the allars and pulpits with orchestra at : er-Centenary AME 
Faster flowers—flowers more beau- church. Tenns _T. Butler was di- 

tiful this year than usual. and more rector. These children received love- | 

abundant. Iv Easter eggs as a token of appre-! 

On the South Side. the Easter ciation for their efforts in making 

parade Jed to three churches where the festival .. sa Si ; : 

Billiken programs were being held. h rch aD 9° Ww. “ak inai_ Baptist 

By far the largest of the crowds ertor ae - 170 8 we Lake strect. are 

wwas at Metropolitan Community stil Lone athe of the fine choral 

church. 41st street and South Park- the, dirvecti “ in oe ike MS dent 

way. where Earl Hines’ Grand Ter-] Gjoy ' een ° 4 Greakir wart 

race cafe orchestra held sway in aj Q. ere idane ~breaking crowd 

classic concert. J. Wesley Jones. was mm auen faite Abbott 

general Billiken festival director. Co vatayati Hor sone : 

Sr al smiles at his Protests, SUM”, apf Saale. Owens and members o 
ring : o are. g classics] Co. : a * 

from the old. masters. “eave ceeita: her committee of arrangement for 

tions on Easter. besides the rendi- the splendid manner in which they 

tion of vocal, violin and piano num- conducted the Easter Billiken pro 
bers gram at - Southwestern Baptist 

- church, 4735 State street. More than 
100 children were on program. The 
pastor, Rev. B. H. January, paid 
high tribute to Robert Sengstacke 

Abbott, editor and publisher of The 

Chicago Defender. 
Indeed this was a great day in 

the lives of the Billikens. Withe 

ideal weather prevailing. certainly 
1936 takes the record for the banner 
vear of Bud Billiken Easter Music. 

Festivals. 

The huge cdifices of the nine 

churches were packed from entrance 

to altar as the voices of these little 

folk. all trained In song, were raised 

40 thrill music lovers. 

a 
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Pelice Escort Party 

With the aid of two motorcycle 
police, OF Bud Bithiken and a party 

of D-fender executives, together 

with W. T. Brown Jr.. the “Mayor 

of Bronzeville’. and Walter Lowe, 

both contributors to the success 9. 

the festivals. sped around the city 

“dropping in” on the Billikens to 

sav words of encouragement, 

Not in history has there been 

sucht a program as was presented 

at St! James AME ehureh (Lilydale) 
on Sunday. The Billikens actually 
did themselves proud and this week 
finds each of the participants hold- 
ing high his head after receiving 
the congratulations of parents and 

friends. 
Show Easter Finery 

On Chicato's far North Side, the 
pare. of Easter finery fed to St. 
Matthews ‘ALE. church, Oak and 
Orleans streets. where some 150 
children appeared on program under 
the direction of J. Walter Davis. 
Englewood was proud of its Billi- 

kens, appearing for the third time 
in a festival at Hope Presbyterian 
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