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BAHA'IS PRESENT PROGRAM
T0 HELP RACE RELATIONS

{1ditor's Note:—This is the first of @ scrics of articles discussing

the program. o
elimination of . Racial prejudices.)

the Raha'i movement and the part it plays in the

PORTSMOUTH. N.H., Aug. 30—The Baha'is of America in

its effort to establish peace

among warring races, reli-

gions and nations, number among their varied activities three
summer sc Jols. one of which is famous Green Acre, at

i
river &

iot, Maine. The location of this cen or on the Piscataqua
-1 rural scenes of beauty is co

c.ve to exhilara-

tion as vell as rest and during the past forty ycars many
rreat characters of various races have sought its stimulus

a1 chelter.

This scason’s program, which
extends through July and August,
tncludes a course in race relatinay
featuring Tacial likenesses and dif-
fcrences, convering the  scientiic
eveidences and the Baha'l teach-
jnzs, It is ~onducted by Genevieve
1.. Cov. P1.D,, formerly of Columbia
university, now of the Dalton school
of New York., The work goes deep-
Iv inte 1he study -of the so-called
aaces, from the dawn of history
wntil the present. It inc'udes such
topics as. What constitutes a- race?
AV hat racial characteristics prevail-
<l in earliest history? What parts
«f the earth were occupied? What
color had peoples?  What enlture?
Tnteresting facts hrouzht out were
that knowledse of color differences
in early times is vague: that maost
scientists now recognize but three
races:  that  differences  between
them are not well defined: that all
races are more or less mixed: that
skin culor is due to environment:
thatl national culture is often mis-
taken fur racial culture and that
there iz a tremendeus racial ad-
wixture in the United States and
South Amervica. It is a wise pro..
wision of nature that those living
under a tropical sun should e pro-
tected by a dark skin and woolly
thair. ©On the other hand. soine;
.scientists are of -the  opinjon that!
& very fair skin skin is a faded or
hlcached one. All shades are use-
ful and. beautiful.- The eaiiy race
avas prohably mneither white nor
back. The development of agri-
culture and .the use of iron have
sometimes heen the means of sep-
arating races,

Annther peried was given ta. the

discussion  of racial amimthles.'
Factors in this are the survival of
trihal clannishness: variance of re-
ligion: this enables some’ 10 regard
ithemeclves as the chosen of God
and other accured and vaclean: dis-
Jike for what apepars to be “new’™
“strange™ and “different™: dissent-
jng ideals of what constitutes phy-
sical heputy; tribal-sense. that s,
a beliel that haolding together is na-
ecessiary to survival: trade and eco-
nomic rivalries, . Even the cut of
the beard in the past has been the
.means of separating peoples. It
{was brought out that physical dif-
| ferences which have slisht founda-
tion and are ghways superficial have
unhappily had great effect in sen-
arating races. It cannot be denled
by the thouszhiful that racial dif-
ferences conflict with the funda-
mentinls of true religion. Yet how
persistent are they!

The effort to measure the capasi-
ties of different groups or races by
intellizence tests is interesting but
exceedingly difficuit in estimating
‘results. The reason is. that when
hackward races have the same cul-
tural advantages their median and
averaze intellizence riscs. This may
bo illustrated by the hizher rating
of migrants from the South when
ziven the advantase of befter schoal
systems in the North. Wihen the
Negro lives on terms of equality
with the whites, suffering no €co-

| nowmic. social or cultural handicaps.

it is quite reasonable to assume
1hat he will measure up to the ai-
tainmems of tha whites in every
particular.  Environment and ap-
portunity make all the difierence,
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