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BAHISM CALLED THE
*RELIGION THAT WL
* RESCUE HUMANTY

Christianity Has Proved Faithless To Its
Trust, Says Robert S. Abbott;
Praises Mohammedanism

INSTALLMENT XLIV
By ROBERT S. ABBOTT

HEN Paganism gave

way to Christianity, it was

thought that the benign influence of the latter would

proclaim the importance of the individual.

It was,

doubtless, this idealistic assumption which fanned to white

heat the spiritual enthusiasm

of the Crusaders In checking

the alarming growth of feudalism.
It war hoped that the crusadesas

would arouse the Intellectual as
well as the spiritual energlea of the
people, would
lead to & broad-
er conception of
man's “Quty to
his fellow-man,
and prepare the
way for greater
religious and
politienl free-
dom, With the
lisintegration of
the feudal sys-
tem, the sway of
the Christinn
church over the
consciences,
Uves, and ma-
terinl  Interests
of men wna
practically un- {40 :
':,‘:2:'&?""\,:&“':;_ Robert S. Abbott
judged the most important insten-
mentality for carrying forward the
fervent hopes of progressive civi-
lization, '

The Christian doctrine though
capable of great good when right-
Iy interpreted, has bheen. perverted
by the apostles of the faith, Thus,
today after nearly 3.000 years of
experimentation Christianity is stijt
on trial, It bhas failed tn hring
peace and good-will among men.
Why?~because it has never em-
phasized racial unity or oncness of
mankind as a central motive of its
gospel.

SACRED PRINCIPLES
PISREGARDED

No country under the great heav-
enly dome is more highly saturated
with the ofntment of Christianity
than America, yet, we have here
the most appalling display of waat-
ton disregard of the sacred princi-
ples of hyman rights, sociul equity
anad brotherly love. Yes while the
birth of Christ is heralded by thou-
sands  who lift their wvoices in
thanksglving to Him who sa loved
the world that lie seat Hig nnly be-
gotten Son to redeem  himanity:
while the wise and unwise alike are
presenting gold, frankincense and
mytrh o the &1t upon which rests
n reconstrucied cradle of the Son of
man, the Christinn soldiers arc
marching onward with spears
gung and ropes w sky and hang in-
nocent black men upon tha altar of
race prejudice and intolerance. Ax
they wash their hands with the
hlood ot their helpless hrathepe,
they sing fortissimo thelr canticles
of devotion fo A personal Chelsiian
God. Upon this ealvary, when the
black man cries out for hread, ke is
given stone and when he hegs for
water, they give him gall,

MOHAMMEDANISM PRO-
TECTS THE LOWLY

I know of no ather creed that tol-
crates such religlous duplicity, not
even Mohammedanism. Just at the
time that Gregory the Ureat was
doing 80 much to strengthen the
power and Influencq of the popes in
Rome. Mohammed, then a yvoung
Arab camel driver, was meditating
upon the mysteries of iife and de-
vising a religlon which was des-
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I tined to spread with astounding ra-
pidity into Asin, Africn, and Buroype
and to become o great rival of
Chiristianity.,

I'he Kovan, that is the Moham-
medan Bible, solemnly commands
the protection of the poow, the low-
Iy, and advocates the giving of full
measure, and weight with a just
hatance,  $oeial justice with the
faithful followers of Mohammed is
nnt only stronzly artienlated but is
an esgential attribute of their dog:-
ymas. With them black is n symbol
cof purity and godliness, thus when

Mohamied destrnved all the idnla

in the Waaha at Mecea and forbadsz

his followers to make any images
whatsvever, he left the black stone.
Today, this sacred stone Is fixed

In the outslde wall at the southenst
corper of the Kaaba, and the pil-
grims must circle the bullding seven
times, Rissing the hlack stone each
time as they pass it. Whereas
according 1o the Christian cult,
black symbolizes the evil spirit—
for. Christianity is the only relip-
fon that paints the devil hlack.

ABNUL-BAHA POINTS
THE WAY

IFortunately for the modern worll
and for us blacks, n new religinus
philagophy 1s gradually neutralizing
the provorative ngenrts of strife and
racinl antipathy, For more {ha:n
efghty yenrs the Baha'l Caute has
heen steadfastly presented to the
world /s the expression for this age
and the fulfillment of that which
was but parthally revealed in pre-
vinus dizpensations.  Abdul-Raha
dedicated his life to the propaga-
tion of a creed which is now effeet-
ing a permanent revolution in the
psycholomy and collective action of
the worid. .

Where religion has sanclioned di-
vision and diffevence, the Baha'f in-
stitution sanctions unity, fellow-
ship, co-operation. Tike n healing
element, it is aimed at removing the
physical and mental reasons for re-
Huzious, racial and class prejudicen.
uand uphelding a divine standard of
reality  and  equality  emhacing
rvery member of the community.,
lere the eircle of spiritual experi-
ence at last joins, as prayer and
worship are allied dlrectly to crea-
tive service, climinating the atatic
subjective elements from religion
and laying a foundation for’a new
and higher type of human assocls -
tion.

A SOUND
GOSPEL

Ay experience with the followers
of this cult has convinced me of the
true and sincere humanitarian gos-
pel which ' animates thefr souls
They fear not to break bremd with
the members of the darker races
for tha cardinal theme of their spiv-
itual postulnte is the oneness of
mankind.  They consecrite them-
selves to ilhe establishment of o
hond of union bLetween the hearts
of men so that different races and
sniile ir every eapacity muy come
topether in order that love and
agreemcent should he manifest be-
tween them,

Far thousands of years the hu-
man race has heen at war, kEn-
mity and hatred have ruled. Now
comes a new prophet hearing & new
warrant of love, amity nnd peace.
Baha'lism seeks lo advance religion
te lis ultimate cultural sphere in
which all cansclousness of racinl
differences and rellzlous tradittons
shall be flonded nut by the spirit-
ual Ught of greater understanding
and lave. The frontlers of clviliza-
tion wlil pot, appreelably. be ad-
vance? anad the souls of nations will
not he retrieved from the aboniina-
tion Into which they have sunk, un-
lesg the fundamentul principles em-
hadied in the teachings of Aldul-
Bahia are faithfully and fervently
embraced. No vellglon can wing
peace which sancllions prejudtee
and discrimination at iy very door.
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