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BAHATSM CALLED THE 
“RELIGION THAT WIL 

~ RESCUE HUMANITY 
Christianity Has Proved Faithless To Its 

Trust, Says Robert 8S. Abbott > 

Praises Mohammedanism 

INSTALLMENT XLIV 
By ROBERT S. ABBOTT 

HEN Paganism gave way to Christianity, it was 
thought that the benign influence of the latter would 
proclaim the importance of the individual. It was, 

doubtless, this idealistic assumption which fanned to white 
heat the spiritual enthusiasm of the Crusaders In checking 
the alarming growth of feudalism. 

Jt was honed that the crusadesa 
would arouse the intellectual as 
well as the spfritual energles of the 

people, would 
lead to x brond- | 
er conception of jf: 
man's ‘duty to 
his fellow-man, 
and prepare the 
way for greater 

religious and 
politien] free- 
dom. With the 
Msintergration of 
the feudal syvs- 
tem, the sway of 
the Christian 
church over the 

conse i ences, 
Uves, and ma- 
terial Interests 
of men wt3 
practically un- ¢ 
disputed. Chris- 
tlanity was ad- Robert S. Abbott 

judged the most important instriu- 
mentality for carrying forward the 
fervent hopes of progressive civi- 
lization, . 

The Christian doctrino though 

erpable of great good when right- 
ly interpreted, has been. perverted 
by the apostles of the faith. Thus, 
today after nearly 3.000 years of 
experimentation Christianity is stilt 
on trial, It has failed to bring 
peace and good-will among men. 
Why? —becnuse it has never em- 
phasized racial unity or oneness of 
mankind as a central motive of its 
rospel. 

SACRED PRINCIPLES 
DISREGARDED 

No country under the great hear- 
enly dome is more hizhty saturated 

with the ointment of Christianity 
than America, yet, we have here 
the most appalling display of wat- 
ton disregard of the sacred princi- 
ples of ligman rights. social equity 
and brotherly love. Yos, while the 
birth of Christ is heralded by thou- 
sands who lift their vaicees in 
thankselving to Hin who sa loved 
the world that He sent Wis only be- 
gotten Son to redeem humanity: 
while the wise and unwise alike are 
nresenting gold, frankincense and 
mytrh to the altar upon whieh rests 

a reconstrucsed cradle of the Sen of 
man, the Christlin satdiors arc 
marching onward with spears, shot- 

KUN and ropes to shey and hans in- 
nocent black men upon the altar of 
race prejudice and intolerance. As 
they wash their hands with the 
hload of their helpless brothers. 
they sing fortissimoa thelr canticles 
of devotion to a personal Chrtstian 

God. Upon this calvary, when the 
black man cries out for bread, he is 
given stone and when he hess for 
water, they give him gall, 

MOHAMMEDANISM PRO- 
TECTS THE LOWLY 

T know of no other creed that tel- 

erates such religious duplicity, not 
even Mohammedanism. Just at the 
time that Gregory the Great was 
doing so much to strengthen the 

power and influenca of the popes in 
Rome. Mohammed, then a vouny 
Arab camel driver, was meditating 
upon the mysteries of ilfe and de- 
vising a religion which was des- 

| tined to spread with astounding ra- 
pidity Into Asia, Africa, and Europe 
nnd to become a great rivul of 
Christianity. 

The Koran, that ix the Mohatn- 
medan Bible, solemnity commands 

ihe protection of the poor, the low- 
Iy, and advocates the giving of full 
measure, and weight with a just 
Latance, Social justice with the 

faithful followers of Mohammed is 
not only stronely articulated but is 
un essential attribute of their da:- 
pmas. With them black is n symbol 
of purity and godliness, thus when 
i Mohammed destraved all the jdals 
lin the Wanha at Mecea and forbade 
[his followers to make any images 
{whatsvever, he left the black stone. 
! Today, this sacred stone Is fixed 
iin the outside wall at the southeast 
:voerner of the Kaaba, and the nil- 
grims"must circle the building seven 
times, kissing the black stone each 
time as they pass it. Wherens 
according to the Christian cult, 
black symbolizes the evil spirlt— 
for, Christlanity is the only relig- 
jon that paints the devil black. 

ABNUL-BAHA POINTS 
THE WAY 

Fortunately far the modern workl 
and for us blacks, a new religious 
philosophy is cradually neutralizing 
the provorative agents of strife and 
racial antipathy. For more tha: 
efghty yenrs the Raha'{ Cause has 

been steadfastly presented to the 
world as the expression for this are 
and the fulfillment of that which 
was but partially revealed in pre- 
vious dispensations.  Abdul-Rahe 
dedicated his Hfe to the propaga- 
tion of a creed which is now effert- 
ing n permanent revolution fin the 
psychology and collective action of 
the world. . 
Where religion hus sanctioned di- 

vision and difference, the Baha’t in- 
stitution sanctions unity, fellow- 
ship, co-operation. Tike a heating 
element, it is aimed at removing the 
physical and mental reasons for re- 
Heious, racial and class prejudies, 
und upholding a divine standard of 
reality and equality embracine 

every member of the community. 
Hlere the circle of spiritual experi- 
ence at last joins. as prayer and 
worship are allied dairectly to cren- 
tive service, climinating the statie 
subjective elements from religtoa 
and laying a foundation for’a new 
and hlgher type of human assacis - 
tion. 

A SOUND 
GOSPEL 
My experience with the followers 

of this cult has convinced me of the 

true and sincere humanitarian gos- 
pel which’ anImates thelr souls. 
They fear not to break brend with 
the members of the darker races 
for the cardinal theme of their spir- 
tual postulnte is the oneness of 

mankind. They consecrate them- 
selves to thy establishment of a 
bond of union between the hearts 
of men so that different races and 
sole tp every capacity may come 
together in order that love and 
agreement should he manifest be- 

tween then, 
For thousands of yonrse the hu- 

man race las heen at war. En- 
mity and hatred have ruled. Now 
comes a new prophet henring a new 
warrant of love, amity and pence. 
Baha'lism seeks lo advance religion 
ta jix ultimate cultural sphere fn 
which all cansclousness of racial 
differences and rellelous tradittons 
shall he flooded out by the spirit- 
ual ght of grenter understanding 
and lave. The frontiers of civiliza- 
tion will pot, appreciably, be ad- 
vanced and the souls of nations will 
not be retrieved from the abonina- 
tion Into which they have sunk, un- 
less the fundamental principles em- 
hodied in the teachings of Aldul- 
Bahn are Caithfully and fervently 

embraced. No religion can bring 
peace whieh sanetiona prejudice 
and discrimination at its very door. 
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