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CHURCHES NOT PLAYING
PROPER ROLE IN WAR
AGAINST PREJUDICE

Baha’i Movement
Enemy of Color

Stands Alone as
Bar, Says Editor

i E are rassing through the crumbling stages of a civiliza~

tion apparently decadent.

years makes a startling

The history of the past four
record of momentous events,

without definite order and meaning, capable of many conflict-

;radical changes and new world issues emerging seemingly
1
|

ing interpretations.

But if one observes how action is4

expressive of thought, how thousht
is moved by will and desire, and
how will and desire are formed by
the quality of the personal ar group
understanding, it will hecome evi-
dent that an era so profoundly rev-
olutionary in all
directions and
on all planes
can only be ac-
counted for LY
the presence cof
some motive
power, some
new Influences
felt in the very

soul of the
world. Those
whn lament that
this is an age
of dominant
materialism may
well ponder the
rvesults of col-
lective ethnie
groups in their
=soclal  integra-
tion.

Though their efforts have been
sporadic and isolated, they have not
failed to indicate a determination to
allay the incredible suffering brought
on by social antiputhy. Though gov-
ernments may fall, though institu-
iions may collapse, the promotion of
wood will among all men, which was
ushered in by the Christian era, wiil
not be converted into a gastly mock-
ery.

PREJUDICE IS NOT
FOUGHT BY CHURCHES

All of the great thinkers and re-
lizious leaders from the time of
Christ have labored townrd under-
standing and peace. If institutions
founded {n their names have failed
to carry out their uriginal mandates,
it is because they have rallen into
.the hands of unscrupulous exploiters
and clever opportunists who have
sought tn traffic with their lsgacy.
'They may have corrupted an ideal
!covenant in their zeal for self-
| aggrandizement, but from time 1o
:1ime a new prophet, an impassioned
(disciple of the true cause will rise
| to reinterpret the spiritual values
thereof, If, during the twenty-eight
vears of my journalistie career [
have heen relentless in my campaign
agafnst race prejudice and diserimi-
nation, it {s because I know the dis-
astrous effects upon the human
souls. Race prejudice would mnot
have marred our civilization if the
churches had fought it and met the
Issues in true Christian spirit. Many
discerning minds have testified to
the profoundly significant changs
which has taken place during recent
vears in the character of popular
religions thinking.

Religion has developed an entire-
[v new emphasis, more especially for
the layman, quite independent of the
older secterian divisions, Instead of
considering that religion is a matter
of turning toward ap abstract creed,
the average religionist today is con-
cerned tith the practical applica-
tiona of rellgion to the problems of
human life. Religion, in hrief. after
having apparently lost its influence
in terms of theology. has been re-
stored more powerfully than ever as
a spirit of brotherhood. an impulse
toward unity, and an ideal making
for a more enlightened civilization
throughout the world.

Agninst this background Bahalsm
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' ecclesiastes,

stands revealed as the supreme ex-
pression of all thcse modern relig-
fjous tendencies animated by social
ideals which do not repudiate the re~
ality of spiritual experience but seek
to transformdt into a dynamic striv-
ing for unity. Bahaism, when clear-
ly undetstood, gives the world its
most potent agency for applying mys-
tical vislon or idealistic aspiration to
the service of humanity. It makes
visible and concrete those deeper
meanings and wider possibilities of
relizion which couid not be realized
until the advent of Abdul Baha.

AMany churches have dissipated
their energy upon inconsequential,
almost frivolous fssues. lssues which
by right do not fall within the do-~
main and jurlsdiction of the church.
The Pepe—the infallible head of the
NRoman Catholic church—has shown
a =zrent deal more concern about
women's dresses than amity of
races. The rreat protestant temples
where elaquent white archbishops
thunder their invectives, are more
enncerned with politics and prohihi-
tlion than with prejudice and ractal
discrimination. Bishops have been

-convicted and unfrocked for partici-

pation in questionable dealings -and
violation of episcopal rules. If these
the most high digni-
taries of the protestant and catholic
churches glike consecrated to the
cause of humanity. spent at least as
much time promoting raclal goed
will and fighting discrimination .as
they spend in stealing and fn politics
many of the fundamentai problems
whish affect society today twould ‘be
solved.

ABDUL BAHA
POINTED THE WAY

From the East again came a new
redeemer in the person.of Abdul
Baha through the teachings of whom
already enmity and hatred are beinx
dispeiled. Listen to his own words:
“The differences existing between
nations and peoples will soon be an-
nulled and the fundamentals of the
divine religions which are no other
than the oneness and .solidarity of
the human race are being estab-
lished. For thousands of years the
human race has been at war. It is
enough. Now let mankind. for a
time at least, consort in. amity and
peace. Enmity and hatred have
ruled.

Let the world for a period, exercise
love. For thousands of vears the na-
tiony have denied each other, con-
sidering each other as infidel and
inferior. It is sufficient. e must
now realize that we are the servants
of one God, that we turn to one
beneficent Father, live under one di-
vine law, seek one reality, and have
ona desire. ‘Thus may we live in
the utmost friendship and jove, a&nd
in return the favors and bountles of
God shall surround us, the world of
humanity wiil be reformed, mankind
enjoy new life, eternal light will i1~
lumine and heavenly moralities be-
come manifest.”” This is the doctrine
which proclaims the onencss of man-
kind and which aims to. batter down
the infernal forces and pernicious in-
fiuences of race prejudice and dis-
crimination. . ' . .

It is the one cult which is vitally
concerned with sncial problems and
their proper solution. The adherents
to such a faith as any one informed
may testify do not preach love in the
one ear and whisper sexregation in
the other. They are opposed  to
social separation.




