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A Century of Progress | 
By LOUIS G. GREGORY 

The people of this second American city and what fs in many 
ways one of the world’s greatest cities are at present proving 
a faith, vision and courage that are wondrous and admirable. 
They feel that it is due their great municipal corporation to 
fittingly celebrate the century anniversary of its birth. -For- 
this purpose they have arranged the second World’s Fair within - 
the vast 40 vears. 

This bears the name of A Century 
of Progress exposition. It seems on 
the face of things not their fault, but 
rather thelr misfortune, that its date 
should coincide with such difficult 
tlhnes, Even in times of prosperity 
such large undertakings rarely defray 
their expenses. 

Therefore this attempt in the face 
of such n dearth of means fs worthy 
of all culogy and admiration. It fs a 
plengant surprise to find so good a 
beginning. The tnterest and attend- 
ance to date have been very satisfac- 
tory. What in brief compass can be 
said of so big an undertaking? It 
seems by lony odds the greatest ef- 
fort of its kind ever made. This !3 
due as much to the evolution of civ- 
flizntion as to the virtues of its spon- 
sors. In area and volume it is im-_| 
mense. Should you enter Chicago by: 
the Michigan Central railroad from 
the direction of Detroit, be sure to 
sit on the right side of the tratn. 
There you will observe its marvelous 
ensemble of color and form stretcli- 
ing for six miles along the take front. 
You will thus gain the first and a 
lasting iden of ita magnificence. This 
will deepen with an exploration of 
the grounds wlth all their wonders. 
Ringling Brothers Circus is adver- 
tised as the freatest show on earth. 
In comparison with this it would 
hardly be a nickel movie. 

This exposition is a circus, a uni- 
versity, an Institute of technology, an 
amusement park, 2 museum of net- 
ural history and a city of consider- 
able size all In one. Should you add 
Harvard university. the Massachu- 
setts institute of technology, Tus- 
kepee institute, some great industriai 
plant and Coney Island together and 
multiply that sum by perhaps two or 
three, you may form some idea of itx 
iilmensions. Or !f your childish 
dream of fairyland with its cives, 
sylphs and gnomes could be multi- 
pied by a hundred thousand, perhaps 
you could pleture In your mind's eye 
this «reat fairyland of American lfe. 
Yet these are but the hasty impres- : 
sions of a traveler which in the ab- 
sence of scienulfic measurements may 
by exnegernted. Yet they may be at 
least useful fn conveying the impres- 
sion of vastness in enterprise. 

BUILDINGS GIVE A 
DIVERSITY OF COLORS 

The many hundreds of buildings in: 
eolor and forn are as varied as the 

‘chromes, tints and shades of nature, 
yet containing the spirit of unity and 

harmony withal. The attendants, 
guards and workmen are as polite 
und deferential ag Frenchmen and 
many of them seem ulready as busy 
as bees, Their leader und the presi- 
dent of the exposition [s Rufus 
Dawes, one of two brothers of the 
more fanious Gen, Charles Duwes, 
banker, former vice president and 
former ambassador. ‘rhe latter is 
named as one of the ruunders, and . 
Is doubtless the power behind the 
throne. The Dawes brothers all have 
the reputation for breadth . and 
progressiveness and freedom from 
racial prejudice. The general smukes 
ltkea General Grint and swears like a 
pirate, when riled. _But for all that 
he {s a jolly good fellow, The Col- 
ored and others who ure his nelgh- 
bors in Evanston appear to think him 
adorable. He gives people @ squure 
deal and lives above the llfttleness 
of prejudice. The plea of the Col- 
ored people that all visitors to the 
ureat fair should be courteously 
treated appears to have won results. 
As fur as observation gocs we can 
see no signs of discrimination be- 
cause of color in service, 

In this big show may be found al- 
most every helpful and elevating in- 
fluence und ideal, It is on a miuch 
higher plane than that of 40 years 
ago, Those who look for cleanliness 
will find it. Here stands the great 
Hall of Science, where both industrial 
and scientific organizations unfold 
their treasures of research, relief and 
educationp. Here, too, is the Hall of 
the Social Sclences with its stury uf 
man’s rise, the totem pole, Maya tem- 
ple, Indian villages and other won- 
ders. Here may also be seen the 
Haviine Oil giant thermometer, the 
atlantic and Pacific carnival, with 
fits beautiful music and human-iike 
marionettes, Various foreign nations 
such as China, Italy, Great Britain, 
Norway. Morecco and Denmark have 
their buildings. as has also the Amer- 
ican government, with its various ad- 
ministrative departments and the 
court and displeys of states, The 
Food and Agriculture building, the 
Hall of Rellgion and General Motors 
building, in the last of which the 
sightgeer can see the crude raw miate- 
rial entering the factory, can trace 

it all its way until it becomes a mo- 
tor car in which he mity ride awsy: ° 
these and altogether about 56 other 
free shows when once one fs within 
the gates, seem far cleverer and more 
wonderful than chapters from the 
Arablan Nights. It is hard to k:n- 
agine 2 better investment for 5% 
cents! For amusements one may 
hobnob with animals that lived on 
earth millions of years ago, view them 
as alive and full of action and hear 
the startling din of the bellowings 
and howls. There are reproductions 
of Belztum and other foreign lands, 
the midway and {ts bizarre attrac- 
tions and the towering sky-ride. 

AND NOW A TOUCH 

OF THE DEEPER SHADES 

Of spectal interest to Colored peo- 
ple is the display of the Negro re- 
public of Santo Dumingo, which 
graces this great exposition with 2 
Memorial bridge in honor of the 

igreat discoverer of America, Chrig- 
topher Columbus, There is also in 
the entertainment section the Oid 
Plantation show, in which 50 Colored 
entertainers, carefully selected, with 

‘a brass band, comedians, singers and 
: Cancers, buth have and give a festive 
time. But the special interest in this 
direction Js found in the interiur de- 
partment of the government's exhibit, 
where that national Institution. iow - 
ard university, is a unique dispity. 

‘Ik is a small movie which reveals big 
‘things, In the past. present and fu- 
ture. The beginnings. growth and ex- 
pansion through the building pro- 
fram which began in 1923, descrip- 
tions of the 11 departments with stu- 
cents in different fields of concentra- 
tlon and research; the athletic field, 
brary, campus boys’ glee club, girls’ 
glee club, cuts of the great founder, 
Gen. O. O. Howard. and the present 
executive, Dr. MW. Johnson, 2nd a 
vision of the future so that it wil 
become the truly national university 
of all America. Be sure to sea what 
inspires so much hope. : 

It is a fine investment In education 
to see this big show. It Is almost the 
equivalent of a trip abruad, combined 
with a visit to many American citles. 
There {s much to eat. from’ “hot’ 
dogs.” which only a prize-fighter or 
an oStrich can digest, to @ course 
dinner, all politely served at low cust. 
This is in part due to the laws ‘of 
illinols, which forbids discrimination 
in public places and partly to the 
vigilance of the local Race peopie, 
who, led by The Chicago Defender, 
have waged a stirring battle for equal 
rights. 

The American’s way of turning 
everything he can Into a joke some- 
times fills the foreigner with sore 
amazement. An Englishman said: 
“And those Americans asked me if f 
would have a hot doggie. But I told 
them that under no circumstances 
would I eat a doggie, either hot or 
cold!” . abs 

If you reach Chicago now you wilt 
have a2 warm reception In more ways 
than one. It Is a perfect inferno of 
heat, the hottest June since official 
records have been kept. But, of 
course, this will not last! When col- 
lege boys Were swapping Hes, one 
used to relate a tradition of its being 
so hot in his town that the chickens 
had to be fed on cracked !ce to pre- 
vent them from laying hard-botlted 
eggs. At any rate we shall soon be 
en rottte to New Hampshire, if God 
he pleased. a 
Thea girl stood on the burning deck, 

But for her fate you need no 
. grieve! o 

Enlike her more phlegmatic brother, 
She had the common sense to 

leave! 
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