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ROBERT SENGSTACKE ABBOTf, LL. B.
(From a Drawing by Henry Brown, Staff Artist) § .
__ Brought his people out of the land of bondage and has kept up a continual fight for their

“freedom for the past twenty-five years. He has caused more people to leave the South-
land and escape the Jim Crow laws than any other person since the days of Abe Lincoln.

A GREATER CHICAGO DEFENDER
To the Public: |

(From Issue of Feb. 2, 1918)

The Chicago Defender is preparing to give the reading public a greater papér than it is
now publishing. A full 1t-page, up-to-date newspaper, carrying a full page of news in-
teresting to women, two of sports, theatrical news, a column for children, fashions, a good
live editorial page, cartoons excelled by none, pictorial history of world events pertaining to
ihe Race, a soldiers’ page, and a regular page on the war, written by a Defender reporter
who will be with the troops. :

We will attempt something new, also set a precedent for journals, by sending one of
OUR REPORTERS with the boys “over there” in France and by giving to the public its
FIRST 16-PAGE WEEKLY paper issued every week instead of on Christmas and during
business-hoosting campaigns. .

It must be conceded that we have not only excelled in the field of journalism, but
have always been in the lead in matters of public import, ihe first to speak out fearlessly
and truthfully in-the interest of the peopie without regard to whom it hurts. -

We wait only upon Washington and 'the proposed zone system. If satisfactory we will
start at once; only adverse legislation will keep us from our aims.

Def \\érite your friends in your home town to have them get their city in.on the bigger
efender.

Due notice will be given thn we intend running the first issue of the Greater Defender

We wish to thank the public'for their loyal support in the past, and promise them that
The Chicago Defender shall continue to be “The World's Greatest Weekly” in the future,
striving its utmost to serve all the people, both black and white. :

B : : ROBERT 8..ABBOTT,
g ; . Sole Owner and Publisher.

Reproduced with permiséion of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Editor Robt. S. Abbott’s Story of

- Early Struggl

es and Success of

of The World’s Greatest Weekly

By ROBERT S. ABBOTT

Editor. Owner and Founder of The Chicago Defender

vears of its existence.

It is not unseemly that I, as the founder, owner and edi-§

tor, should be gratified in the

good it has done and in the purpose it has served. It is difficult
to review the past 25 years of this institution and separate its
growth and progress from the difficulties and trying experi-

ences which were the problems

My preparation, for the
newspaper business had its
inception in my home town
in Savannah, Ga., through
my connection with the
Savannah Tribune, Jonathan
Stern, and Cookkoow and
Seaman, both newspaper pub-
lishers, and the latter school-
mates of my father, gave me
an opportunity as a reporter to
learn something of the busi-

ness. , .

"It was with these concerns that
learncd the importance and .em-~
braced the desire to own and control
a newsp .per of my own, This idea
was accentuated at Hampton Insti-
tute through studies and contact
while studying printing. Upon grad-
uating from that institution I wended
my way West, entering the Kent Cuol-
lege of Law of this city, graduating
in 1900, but I soon learncd .that the
Iegal business was not as prolific for
a beginner as 1 had thought., I soon
decided to return to the pursuit of
my first studles and enter the fleld
of “journalism.

In orde~ to carry out the ideas of
establishing the kind of newspaper
I had in mind, it was necessary to
give conslderable_ study and thought
to the mapping out of the plan for
tire successful carrying out of the
project. Hence, I spent ten years
working in various printing establish-
ments and newspaper concerns of
this ecity. I had reached a definite
conclusion after a survey of the
shortcomin~« of the various news-
pa 2ars  published by our group
throughout the country that o paper
properly managed, giving to the peo-
ple the infoermation which they de-
sired, would pay.

) First Edition

The first edition of The Chicago
Defender appe:aved May §, 1903, is-
sued from 3159 State St. Like all
new enterprises it had its obstacles
and difficulties, Its founder was
without money and without sympathy
from those whose interest he sought
to serve. I soon learned that the
reading public had to be educated and
trained to the importance of having
2 news aper that they would not he
ashamed to unfold and review its
pages either in public or private.

In establishing this kind of paper
and to secure the co-ordinated jnter-
est of the people in general, it was
‘necessary to cast about and discover
a method whereby this might be
jdone. Therefore I determined to
open up a4 new fleld of journalism and
to bring about a medium of communi-

suceess it has attained, in the

of the founder and owner,

pendence eould only be secured by
nard and laborious struggle.

The extending of the circulation of
the Defender throughout the south-
ern states and the beginning of our
people to loarn something of their
own business and activity soon be-
came i mennce to the staid traditions
of the white South in keeping our
group in ignorance. It was then that
we encountered strenuous ooposition
from those -vho desired to keep our
people in peonage under the system
which had existed in the South since
the Civil. war. - This opposition be-~
came so strong in numerous cities of
the S uth the-Defender had to be
practically bootlegged .to its readers.
In one city in ‘Alabama a judge fined
one of our agents $200 and gave him
six months In jail for selling Tie
Chicago Defender on the streets,

While the circulation was increas-
ing by leaps and bounds and the ad-
vertising business was growing ex-
tensive, yet within the Institution
itself a financial Qeficit was giving
me conslderable worry and concern.
The struggle to manage all the de-
rartments of the concern, which had
extended its activities in so many
fields, had reached the point where
help in the management of it was
necessary. I decided to look around
for a man competent to take over
the task. .

In 1925 T decided definitely to find
some one who could help me carry
the' respongibility which had for so
many years been borne by me alone.
My attention was directed to Attor-
rey Nathan K, MeGill, whom 1 had
known for years, then a practicing
lawyer.in Florida, and who had foi-
merly held the position as secretary
to the late Rufus M. Tobey (while)
of Boston, the founder of the Boston
Floati- ¢ hospital. Mr, Tobey was a
man of vast means and spent 2 ¢on-
siderable portion of his wealth in
alleviating the wants and misery ot
others. Mr. McGil), for years, was
his confidential man and held by him
and his family in the highest esteem.

After some persuasion on  my
part Mr. MeGill agreed to give up
his interest in Florida and come to
Chicago and In April of that year
the management of my paper was
turned over to him. He soon discov«
ered that my affairs were in very bad
shape a.d began at once to re-
adjust my business. 'This readjust-
ment period rvequired a thorough
study of the ills which had previously
affected my business and he made the
necessary changes from time to time
in its personnel and management that
has since redounded to is-improve-
~ment and success.

Meets Real Test
| In the nineteenth year of the Da-

cation whereby people in the differ-
ent states would know what was
going on and being accomplished in
thelr Dbusiness, t':r ecivic and re-
liglous activities throughout the
country. .

To accomplish this it was neces-
sary to establish methods - of com-
munication through agents and writ-
ers in the various states of the Union.
This resulted in the organization of
a complete train of events from week
to week and i« large volume of cor-
respondence and. the creating of a
uniform method of conduct in the
handling of the paper,

5y this process of journalism the
Detender svon hecime i durenn of
Information. People in various parts
of the South would write us asking
aid in the location of their friends
whom they had not seen or heard of |
for twenty-tive and thirty years. A
case in point, a family located in a
sn !l "own in Georgia had been sep- |
arated durving slavery. A brother,!
right after the Civil war, came North '
and settled in Boston. Another mem-:
ber of the family migrated to Cali- |
fornia and a sister to Alabama.’
Through the Defender they were able -
to learn of each other's whereabouts
anl held their reunion forty years
afterwnris in the city of Boston.
These incidents are too numerous to
mention where this paper has been
the instrup.ent in bringing tozethe.
relatives and fricnds who had lost |
track of each-other for years. ‘

White South Stirred
In the midst of 1!1!51tremendous‘

multiplying a:d. my struggles and !
labors: becoming more stupendous,
with no one to give me a helping
hand or advice and with most of my
friends advising me to abandon the
newspap - field and secure myself a
Job clse lrere. ¥ refused to be dls-
couraged and continued on. I was
often unable to secure tor myself the
proper and ordinary accomniodations
of life, yet 1 determined that inde-

task mv diffeulties were continually |

fender’s existence the life of the in-
stitution was put to its test. It was a
question of whether or not it would
survive the attacks from within and
without. I discovered that a vicious
conspiracy existed fostered by lhe\
people whom I had considered my |
most intimate friends wiw had cune
spired not only to destroy the De- |
fender as an institution but also
to bring about my death, This
was to me a severe shock. When
this was brought to my attention
there was no one to whom I eould go
and confide: no one to whom I ¢ould |
unbosom these dastardly attempts
to destroy my life, and feel that L sad
their confidence and sympathy.

It had developed that seme prom-

inent physiciany hadl been secured
wiin  ere to lend their aid in this
isinister conspirary to have me de-
Iclared incompetent to run my own
business and put in an institution
for th: insane. In connectioh there-
with several lawyers had been en-
waged for the purpose of legalizing
tl.>» actions of these conspirators in
their effort to destroy both me and
| the Deferder, Ti..is movement was so
w 1l organized that people within my
employ were giving out secret in-
{formation concerning my affdirs to
laid and abet in : -y destruction.
' There were instan:es ~whore mat-
(ters cancerning my business were be-
ing adjudicated in the courts; waen
Irepresentitives of these diabolical
conspirators would be present with
lcourt rejorters taking down all the
legal transactions that they ‘'might by
‘some hook or crook find something
in those proceedings that might ald
lin destroying both me and my busi- |
ness, These depredators went so far |
and were so well organized that peo- |
ple wer: told hy telephone to keep
their wives and familiés away from
the Defender office.

The primary causes or reasons for the celebration of an an-
niversary of an institution are to review its past, check upon its
accomplishments, and recount its achievements. In this edition of
The Chicago. Defender the various departments are collaborating
reviewing its past and trying to determine, if possible, at least
some of the things for which it has fought as an institution in the 25

actions and affairs within my plant.
{ could never receive a caller or
transact any sort of business within
the walls of my office that those bent
upon my destruction were not muade
aware of the fuct almost immediately
after it happened.

Concerns with whom I had busi-
neéss relations were called on the
phone from time to time and told
that my concern was impaired and
its destruction was inevitable. These
are some of the things that I had to
contend with in' my struggle to' main-
tain this Institution and bring it to
its present position, R

The Defender, now located in ft
permanent hone, ovcupies a building
seventy-tive by one hundred twenty-
five feet, two storics high,Nocated at
3435 Indiana Ave., with every faeility
used in the-operition of a madern
newspaper, Its .various departments’
are manned ‘by competent heads and
eapable assistants. ... The A Defender
prides itse]f on  being able to say
that it has never mentloned in disre-
spect any other newspaper in the
twenty-five years of Its existence.
The Defender employs one hundred
and ten people, filteensof whom are
women, the others members of Loth

races.
Fought For ldeals

This enterprise has constantly,
since its early existence, fought foy
advanced ideas and ideals. It was
the first to contend for the advance-
‘ment of police officers of our group
from patrolmen to sergeants and
lieutenants. We have fought for the
‘Droper organization of the fire de-
partments and the advancement and
distribution of men, not by races,
but according to merits..We were the
first to fight and avocate our rights
for a judge on the municipal court
bench, For years we urged the im-
portance of members of our group
being elected to the city council,
| Notwithstanding the remarkable
service rendered by Congressman
Aartin B, Madden, long before his
death, we urged that 2 member of
our group should be elected congress-
. man  from the Iirst congressionad
district.

Our fizht for Jarger and hetter
facilities for the education and ag-
| vancement of vur peopie has Lruyght
about ' permanent improvements of
educational facllities and condi-
tions for our people throughout the
entire country. Better buildings and
impreved training of teachers and
'professors have been the direct result
of a quarter of -a century of oup
lahots along that line,
| The World. war created in this
country., as well as in other coun-
tries. a new condition and awakening
of all races and people. During tlas
struggle the attention of our group
had been directed to the greater
fields of activily, carryving with |t
Iarger earning capacities in - the
North, East and West. Hence, the
migration set in. They were answer-
ing the cull of the Defender to.settle
themselves and families in different
parts of the country where their
rights and liberties were not ham-
pered to the same extent as they
were fn the South. As a result of
this they begun leaving the South
in large numbers, The benefits of
tl 's migration fs clearly evidenced
in the properties they have obtained
and the better facilities for the edu-
cation of their children.

This history of business Institu-
tions owned and wuderited by oure
zroup shows uy that they Legin to de-
cline in less than twenty years. No
specific institution need be referved
to, Assuming that tire vending publi
is intelligently informed, the mere
stntement sustalns itself. The Chi-
cago Defender, beginning in its in-
fancy, with its editor and publisher
horrowing a quarter from his land-
wdy, has stood the test of twenty
five years with an enormous invest-
ment in machinery and equipment
and a steadily growing income ol ove,
five per cent upon the investment.

It i3 of ° terest to note that the
areat struggle going on the world
over by various racial groups to ob-
tnin a larger and greater rreede:
of thought and actlon seemingly have
followed jn the wake of the fizht
carrjed on for human freedom by this
paper. This was indeed noticeuble
to me in my visit to England. The
refusal of certain accommodations
in English Thospitality to me was
evidence of the fact that my propa-
zanda for the advancement of the
man ‘“farthest down” had attracted
the attention of the English govern-
ment. The Chicago Defender is read
in nearly all civilized countries and
it is not far fetched to say that the
ficht now going on in India brought
about by the Inhumanity of the Brit-
tsh salt tax, whieh is being strern.

They had stool-pigeons planted in
my officc—people whom 1 had em-
ployed and had thought were loyal to
me—whose johs were to inform the
conspirators on the cutside of all my

ously opposed by M. K. Gandhi, the
foremost leader of Indian 8
had its inceptinn in- our fi<ht
the freedom of - the *“submerged
tenth.” - : - .

MY MESSAGE

EFORE | started on my hite’s work

—journalism—1 was counseled by
my beloved father that a good newspaper
was one of the best instruments of serv-
ice and one of the strongest weapons ever
to be used in defense of a racle which was
tizenship rights. For 25
vears 1 have hearkened to the sacred ad-
vice of my father, and have endeavored

deprived of its ¢

to give expression to my love for him, my
Race and humanity through the columns

of THE CHICAGO DEFENDER.

I have

heen accused of red journalism, of insin-

cerity of incompetence, of not owning
The Chicago Defender, but in spite of -all
adversities for 25 vears I have faithfully
and diligently striven to make known and
alleviate the suffering of my people.
have endeavored to bring to the atten-
tion of the reading public all the inhuman

treatment, discrimination, segregation,
disfranchisement, peonage and all other
injustices directed at my people. 1 have
not vielded to sentiment nor to the wishes
of the pacifist, but have endeavored. by
the help of God, to serve aright as He
gave me the ability to see the right. And.
at the end of 25 years, I rejoice in the con-
solation and satisfaction which follows a
successful pursuit in the task undertaken
and the principles espoused. These are
some of the contributions of THE CHI-

CAGO DEFENDER in its 25 years of e

of man. This 1s
message.

May 5. 1930.

25th an

{

istence and service to humanity. And
now, thank God, the day is coming, yea.
the dayis almost‘.helte,;w_héh every. land,.
“from orient to occident, from pole to pole.
from mountain to sliore, and from the
shore to the farthest isle of the sounding
sea, at last, will-throw off the voke of
doubt, forget the biased conception of
human rights, and join in glad acclaim
by helping to usher in the glad era of an
enlightened civilization and the univer-
sal acknowledgment of the brotherhood

niversary




