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SIGMAS CLOSE
16TH CONGLAVE
NNEW YORR

Fraternity Now Has
3,500 Members

By CLEVELAND G. ALLEN

New York, Jan. 3.—The 1i5th
national conclave of the Phi
Beta Sigma fraternity, which
was held here from Dec. 27 to
30, was formally welcomed to
the city at exercises held at the
Mother Zion A. ALl E. church
ost The.. - cvening.

A large gathering, made up of vise
iting delegates from every section of
the country, was present and heard
what college fraternities can do t0-
ward keeping alive the ideals fom
which they should stand.

“Educatior is the power to think,
analvze and observe” was the keya
note sounded in the address of wel«
come of Hon. M. Strassburger, wha
represented Mayor Walker in extends
iniz welcame to the delegntes to New,
York. Ile said that the college fra=«
ternities should stand {or the highest
idenls in education and should have
respect for thouzht and fdea. Mz,
Strasshurger praised the Phi Beta
Sigmt {raternity for what it had ac-
complished and for having In its
membership same of the prominent
men of the Tace. The speaker ra-
ferred tn the influence of Booker T.
Washington nn his life.

C. P. Johnson Presides

C. . Johngon prsided. He said
that the Pai Beta Sicma fraternity
hezun 16 years azo at Howard uni-
versity. He said that since then 34
chapters have heen establishad, wirh
it memberspip of L5006, Other arl-
drosses of welcome were made by
John T. Doles in bhenaif of the Epe
=ilop &izma and Attorney Lavelle in
hohalf of the Kappa Beta Sigma and
the Alpha Deltn chapter.

The response to the addresses of
weleome wag made hy Attorney Ar-
thur W. Mitchell of Chicawe, national
president of the fraterpity, .

The acting  hosts. the FEpsilon
Sfema. Kappa Dea Sicma and Alpba
Delta chapters, have made fine pro-
vizions vor the entertainment nf the
visiting deolegates. and the couven-
tion promises to be nng nf the most
notable gatherings of the Sizmas.
The convention ig being attended hy
upward of 60 delecates from visiting
chapters, togzether with delegates
from the local chapters entertainingz
the conventinn,

The husiness sessions were held in
the main bullding of New York City
enllege. The opening business so<-
sion had te do with reports of the
credentials committee, appointment
of committees. reports of chapters
.and memorial services.

On Friday evening the formal
dance was held in the Alhambra balle
room. On Saturday morning reportd
were made by the national presi-
dents, vice presidents, the secretary-
treasarer and editnr-in-chief,

Interfraternal Smoker

On Saturday evening the feature
of the convention wus the interfran-
ternal smokKer, which was held at 222
W, 145th St. The national presi-
dent, Arthur W, Mitchell, presided.
Greetings to the visiting delezates
on behalf of other fraternities were
made by Willlam K. Saunders and
King Fdwards for the Alpha Phl Al-
vha, Tohn E. Nail and Charles Calliep
for the Kappa Alpha =i, fGeorge E.
Hall and George W. Reid for the
Omega Paf Phi. and a special greet-
ing Iw Raymond Pace Alexander »f
the National Par associntion. Ree
sponses tn the addresses were maile
for the Sizma fraternity bv De. Alain
Tocke of Moward university, A, Yo
Holsey of Tuskeger institute and
Praf, Montoomery Gregory of At~
lantic City, N. T,

On Sunday morning the delezatex
were entertained at bhreakfuist at the
sanitarium of D, Wrizht in Newar',
N. L The breakfast was follawed by
# pilerimage to pluces of historic in~
terest,

In the afternoon the annual public
masz meetine of the conclave was
helid at the Abyssinia Baptist church,

The principal sddress was deliv-
ered] by Dr, Carter (1. Wondson. ed-
itor and publisher of the Journal of
Negroe History, A large gathering
was present.

At 5 o'elock the delesates were en-
tertained at tea at Mme. Walker's
studio,  The session on  Monday
morning had to ¢o with the continu-
ation of reports and the election of
eflicers, the names of whom will ha
mentioned In the Defender next week.
Tn the eveniny the concluve closed
with the formal banquet given at
the Bamboo inn,

The presidents of the loeal chape
ters entertalning the convention are:
Epsilon Sigma, &, D, King: Kappa
Peta Sicnu, Leonunl C. Lashley, and
Alpha Delta, .\, C. Norwon.
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