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Fleming Found Guilty; Gives
Up Seat in Cleveland Council

RBERY CHARGE UPHELD
BY JURORY VERDIGT;
WILL APPEAL GASE

By ORMOND A. FORTE

Cleveland. Ohio, Feb. 15.—The conviction of Councilman
i Thomas W. Fleming by a jury in criminal court last Friday on
. the charge of having accepted a $200 bribe from Walter Oehme
: (white). former city detective, concludes the last chapter of a
'maliciously conceived plot to wreck_the career of a populm
lcivic leader and curb the growing influence of our group in
local city government. - The political maneuvering that set the
-stage for the conviction of Fleming is believed to be the natura)
resuit of the chagrin and hewilderment evideuced In certain
anti-Race quarters after the last municipal election. when local
menners o1 our group, unaer
intricate voting plan of propor-
‘ional represeutation. furnished
an interesting paradox by elect-
ing three Race councilmen out

of a total of 25.

Fieming. vetorun of the council and
powerful member of the most linport-
any vouncilt eommittees, was selected
for slaughiter—ithe conspiracy which
resylted in his downfall being made
poscible through the dastardly mach-
inations of a white man whom Flem-
ing had befriended.

Ochme Criticised

Waiter Qelime, crippled and dis-
vase radden, ol Wi bis brother-m-
law testitied ~he would not believe
bim under oath.” is the central tg-
Uty areund whom the charge against
rivming was trumied up.

Slenmts indietmient was rushed

thrairgh overnight by County 1'ruse-
cuter dtay T, Miller, Demvcerat, after
Ochame had signed an aifidavit pre-
ptedd in the oftice of i local daly
papor, caarging the admittedly prow.
orinl Republican  cwunciluan with
Laving soticited and aceepted a bribe
fur usitgy hus influcnge to pass legis-
satiog beneticlal 1o Oeiiime.
3 puper tenediately liunched it
catmpaigh  of  villitication against
Fianing and his pohitival allies, the
like of waich Clevelutild had never
Withersed —Using every subtle bLit ol
projusianda necessary e meelse the
publiv mind against  the indicied
leader. .

Jr was in an sdnosphere charged
with  suvit puisened  publicity  that
Flemling s rusiicd to triai before
Judge Craig Mebride, assigned here
fromn Hillsboro,

- Check Exhibited

©f the testimony given at the five.
duy trial, ft s highly perlinent o
tiote that Ochuie's sty of Fleming's
aeceltuance of the cexhibited 2wy
Citeck-—eighl months alter the first
ordinunce was passad and more than
w Yeur before the introduction of the
sevend arditionce to reinburse vehime
fur medical bills—was not substanti-
iated by any witness, but, on the con-
trary, Fleming's claim thut he had
cashed tie check for Uehine, retain-
i $39 as the balazce of a tee due
him for jegal services, was supported
by twe reputable withesses, Assistang
I'Wlice Proseeutor Lawrence O. Payne
and D, E. AL Balley,

It wis further ottered in evidence
that Flemmg Jdid pepresent Qehme in
such legal action as would wuarrant
the churzing of 5 Jee for such
teunit, Commoen Pleas Judze Ruhl
testifyitis that Fleming Jdid represent
Uchue in a contemps proveedings in
his eourt =ome thme in 1926,

Fieming's  attorneys, George W,
Speoner and selmo . Glenn, lattled
every inch o the way to intruduce
estiniony  to siow  that  Oehme's
teputation was not of the kind to
warrang the jury's belief in his testi-
mony. bhut the judue blocked every
atiempt on their part, sustaining the
uvbijections of the county prosecutor,

Seat Is Vacant

Despiie the favorable testimony of
A long e of character witnesses 1
fenz!l ot Fleming, smoeng whom were
ihe wayer, the Jdirecter of public
suiety, ity Clerk Thepas, common
s Judges and the vice president
1e tndun Trust company, the jury
areefded] the version of Uclithe as o
the transuction and jound Fleming
suiliy of accepting st bribe, although
they acquitted hitm of the charge ot
having sulicited the bribe.

The story of Fleming's bacl-to-
1he-wal) fizht for vindicution remitlns
tu be written,

_And yet, biv «ome kingd of miracle—
induced doubtlessivy by the hitherio
untdemished record of the convicted
councilinnn for almost two deciades
G public service—Thomus Wallace
Fleming, private citizen, retuins ihe
vonfidence of an ineredible number of
Cletecland’« vitizens:

Consensus of opinlon among in-
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GONVIGTED

THOMAS W. FLEMING
For many years an outstanding
figure in the city council of Cleve-
land, Ohio, who was found guilty
{ast week of accepting graft money.
He has resigned his council seat,
but has not yet been sentenced.

Fleming Is
Convicted;
Quits Post

(Continued from Page 1)

Muential citizens of Clevelanwd Uving
in the 11th wand und the Third dis-
trict, % that Assistaut Police Prose-
cytor Lawrenee Q. 'avie is the log-
feal suvvesser 1o the seat in the eity
councf! made vacant by the resigna-
tien of Thomas W, Fleming, follow-
Ing his conviction here Friday upon
the charge of aceepiing o birlbe,
Fleming’s resignation was presenied
Saturday moerning, the Sth, in o let-
ter addrested tu the clty council, in
which e dechired himself 1o o the
victim of a censpuacy and sn unholy,
catmpalgn of prejudice. He stated
thatl hix senre of the titness of things
cansed han 10 el that he should no
Jonger sit as i member of the council
until he had completeiy cstablished
hiz Inocence,

1vlor to Fleming's reshmation, lit-
e op no theugitt had been given to
Lanng i sticeessar to his seat o the
city  councdl, although the peenalty
dn the Law tixes tor the ofiettse of
L been found guilty car
ri«-l i it remeval o ooy, 1rac-
il ery ene had heen willing to
stand hy Fleming until lesal ~teps o
declare him innocent hied been com-
Pletely exhausted,

Wife Mentianed
Ouly ot few persons had underiaken

y express any  views s lo what
would e done ju the event Conncil-
man Fleming siould <hoose o re-
sign. Those who did express them-
selvos gnerely dndicated that M,
Lathia . Fleming, his wile” should
Lie ashed 1o lake Ly seat in the coun-
il I however, Mk, Fleming should
ot care aceept, their next thought
was of Jawrefice O, Payvne, the hirlle
liant” )eung  prosecuter  connected
with the city Inw deparunent.

Nuw that Fleming hus vesigned
and Mrs, Fleming secms reluctant to
take his place in -the city council,
utvne's e iy beings |-us!xo.l foor-
ward  freefy by infhaential  grouns
throuzhout the 17th ward. in \\imh
he resides, and ovep the entire Third |
district, 1 whieh  Flomimr we
electedd,  Ttayne has for tite just live
years served us an assisuinr chy
prosecuter. During that time be has
net only received hiigh commendution
upun his work {n thar office ' from:
judzes and others under whom and-
with whom he has worked, hut he
has  steadily zained in popnlarity
throughout the chy, Tayne is head
of the Duouglass 1tepublican club and
the Leanuel T, Boyvdston Lezion post,
s well a8 a member of various other
«rgunizations and  clubs about the
city.
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