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OHIO REVOLTS 
OVER CASE St 
TOM FLEMING 

Citizens Give Moral 

Aid to Leader 

By ORMOND A. FORTE 

Cleveland. Ohio, Feb. 1.—-Out 

of the momentary chaos that 

followed the surprising indict- 

ment of Councilman Thomas 

W. Fleming on the charge of 

soliciting a bribe from former 

City Detective Walter Oechme 

has sprung a new and vigorous 

spirit of racial unity such as 
this city has never before wit-/ 

' nessed. 
This spirit leaped inte being at a 

Mammoth mass meeting held last. 
Sunday afterncen at Miu Zion Con-: 
eregational tome, when mere than! 
3.0600 persons, representing a clearly ! 

ahetined cross section af the cummiu- ; 

Mtv, overfluwed the church auditori- | 

um in a rare detunstration tu ex- 

press their cuntidence in Fleming, 

and le serve netice on the newly- 

alected Democratic cuunty prosecutor, 

Ray T. Miller, that the Race wall 

brouy no humbug in the coming trial 

Frieula and admirers were there; 
Pebltieal cronies and fellow council- 
lhen—Gregy und George; leading men . 
Of the pupa ami bur; political ope | 
ponents «of Fleining—men and wemen ! 
who had fought him tosia und nail 
in rerent campaigns, bur whe de- } 
spite political difcrences have threwn 
themvelves unreservedly dintu the 
light on the side of the Indicted 
leader: . 

All Join in Expressions 
And what a sight it was: Pemo- 

eras, Garveyites, with flush of unt- 
ferme: black-ceuted divines; Repub- 
Means of every minute degree of 
perty  fealty—rock-ribbed = orezulur:, 
backsliders und iudcpendents — all 
juising in a unfted expressian of faith 
ain the hunur, tntegrity and high mural 
prinaples of Thomag W, Fleming. 

liev, CL oC) Aller, paster of Zion 
Hill Bapust chureh, who recently 
tupported ths Democratic county 
prosecutor utder Whose direction the 
indictinent Was drawn, sounded the 
keruote of the meeting when he de- 
elured that, "We did nat want the 
case trie] in the newspapers without 
sides or jrery°—uring Une puwic to 
Withhold judgment until all the facts 
ree presented in open court, 

And 2 suppertinyg battery of speak. 
era, umony Whom were Jane FE, Hun- 
ter af the Phyliss Wheatley; Rev. 
A, Toston Prince, Rey. @, RK. Gran- 
num, @ounciimin [tr 1. J. Grers, 
Hon, Juhn FP) Green and other Jocal 
ieaders joined in lauding the public 
eureer of Fleming and demanding 
fair play in the newspapers and in the: 
courts, ! 

There is infinitely mere than the 
subject of a newspaper stervy in this 
demenstration by our people af their t 
teller in the imecrity of one of their 
own Who is under tire. [ts xiecniti- | 
cance, deep and pulnted, has lett us! 
alin Qlevelind scanewhat hewllderes] | 
at the marvel of ite huppening—onee! - 

ut somenew, depp duwn in our 
hearts the conviction Turks that m1 
Cleveland in this newer dav it may. 
yet happen—twice? 
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Changes Charge 

Clevelund, Ohio, Peh, J.—Cauncil- . 
mun Thomas Wy Flenidng tor the seve 
ond qviine within a week was indicted 
by Cuyabesa  onunty grand jury 
Monday en charces growing out of 
allegations by Walter Qehine, erlpe 
pled fermer city detective. that the 
councilman vecepied §20u from hin m 
return for intveducing legislatiun inte 
the ceuncil to pay Oehme’s doctor 
hi, The new fadictment charges 
Fleming with soliciting and accepung 
a bribe, where the original indlcunent 
charged him only with soliciting a 
brits, 

Yardiy had the indietinent been re- 
turned when Flomitug appeared at ube 
old courthouse, accanpamnied by bis 
wite, Mrs, Lethin Fleming, prominent 
elubwoingn amd polities? worker, and 
Lis atternevs. He walked swiftly into 
Presiding Criminal Judge Kramer's 
private room oofter attempting: ta 
evade reporters and photographers, 

We was arraigned in the judge's 
chamber, pleaded not guilty ta) the 
new indictment and wag released on 
£300 personal property bund, signed 
by Mrs, Fleming. 

The new indictment was asked by 
Cuunty Prosecutor Ray T. Miller bee 
cause he polured aut the strangest 
evidence against Councilman Flemtns 
is the cheek abeged to hive been ac- 

cepted oo paextuent for Introducing 
the Jezislation for Oehme, The prin- 
cipal evidence agafust the council- 
mat is that he “acespted™ rather 
tnan “soliddied” the allezed bribe. 

Lees) authorities gre of the enin- 
mn that Attorney George W, Spooner, 

sefengs counsel night have beaten 
the erigina) inidetment on a motion, 

go cveuing that the check constituted 
tittle if gag evidence to show Fleming 
manuals soticited the money even if it 
was preven that the check served the 
purpose Oehme leclares it did. 
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