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Cleveland in “Revolt’” QOver Indictment

OHIO REVOLTS
OVER CASE OF
TOM FLEMING

Citizens Give Moral
Aid to Leader

By ORMOND A, FORTE

Cleveland. Ohio. Feb. 1.—~0ut
of the momentary chaos that
followed the surprising indict-
ment of Councilman Thomas
W, Fleming on the charge of
soliciting a bribe from former
City Detective Walter Ochme
has sprung a new aud vigorous
spirit of racial unity such as'
this city has never before wit-'

" tiessed.

This rpirit Ieaped into being ut a
miummoth mass meeting held laxt,
Sunday afternveon at Mt Zion Con-
#regational t mple, when more than!
J000 persons, representing i cicarly !
dedined cross section of the commu- ;
nity, overfloned the chureh auditoris !
um in a4 rave demonstration to ex-
pre<s  their contidence In Flaniag,
and te serve notice on the newly-
<lected Democtalic county prosccutor,
Ly T. Miller, that the Race wall
Lrovk no humbug in the coming trial.

Friequla and admirers were there;
Doelitdeal erories and fellow councll- |
een—veme and Geerge; leading men
G the padplt ok bur; political ope |
ponents of Fleming—men and women !
Who had fouzht him tooith and nail
in recent campatons, hut whe de-]
spite political differences save thrown
themselves  unirorervedly  inte  the
light on the side of the Indicted
leader: .

All Join in Expressions

And what a sight it was: Demo-
ey, Garveyites, with flash of uni-
fortne; black-coated divines; Repub-
Heans of overy nminute degree  of
porty  tealtv——rock-vibled  regular:,
Lacksliders and  independents — ali

juisting in a united expression of faith
in the hunor, tntegrity and Lizh moral
prinaiples of Thomag W, I"leming,

Bev, G ¢ Adler, pastur of Zion
HIll Bapdst church, who recenuly
supported  th: Demoecratic coumy
j rosecutur under whuose dircction the
indictinent was drawn, sounded the
keyuaote «f the meeting when he de-
clared that, "We dhl not wiant the
case trie] in the newspapers without
sudee or _jl'r_v"—-urin: the jualic to
withheld judgment until all the facis
roe presented in open court,

And 2 supperting nttery of speak-
ers, amons whom were Jane 12, Hun-
ter 2 the Phyliis Wheatley; Rev.
A, Doston I'rince, Rev., €, K. Gran-
num, Councilmin Dire 12, J. Gregg,
Hon, John P, Green and other Jocal
aders joined in lauding the public
vcareer of Fleming and demanding
fair nlay in the newspapers and in the!
Courts. !

There is infinitely more than the
subject of a newspaper story in thls
demonstration by our people af their
Leliel in the imezrity of one of their |
own who s under tive, [Its si::utﬂ-!
cance, deep and pojnted, has lelt us:
a)] in Clevelund somewhat bewildered ’
at tha marvel of {= happeping—once!

Ilut somenow, deep down in our
hearts the conviction lurka that m|
Cleveland in this newer doy it may |
yet happen—twice!

=

Changes Charge

Cleveland, Ohio, Yeh, 1. —Couneil- .
man Thonus W, Fleming: tor the seve
ond time within i week was indicted
by Cuyabega county grand jury
Moenday enr Jnrses growing out of
ullegations by Walter Ochine, orip-
pled fursier city deteetive, thar the
vounciitnan accepted $200 from hiovin
veturn for intveducing legislaton inte
the councll to pay Oehme's doctor
bill,  The new indictment charges
Fleming with sdliviting and acecpungg
a brite, where the orizinal indlciment
charged him only with soliciting a
bribs,

Hardly had the indictment been ve-
trned when Flomibtur appeared at the
old courthouse, accampanicd by his
wite, Mrs, Lethin Flesing, prominent
clubewarpan and politicsl worker, and
Lis attornevs. He walked swiftly into
I'residing Criminal Judge Kramer's
private  room  sfter attemptings  to
evitdes reporterg and photographers.
13+ was  arraigmed  in the judge's
chamber, pleaded not guilty to the
rew indictment and was released on
500 prersonal property bund, signed
by Mrs, Fleming.,

The new indictment was arked by
County Prosecutor Ray T, Miller tne-
vause he polnted ant the =irongest
evide nee against Councilian Fleming
is the cheek alieped to have been ne-
coepted o pavmeny for Introatucing
the § tion for Oelume,  The prin-
vipial evidence against the council
man s that he “aceespted” rmather
than ssolidied” the alleged bLribe.

lemdd authoritles are of .the onin-
en that Attarney George W, Spnoner,
wefenes counsel  mighit have heaten
the eriging) inidetment on & motion.

& crzuine that the cheek constituted
tttle if gus evidence to show Fleming
Ay soticited the money even if it
was proven that the check setved the
1urpose Oehme «Jdeelares it Jdid.
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