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“COUNCILMAN FLEMING INDICTED ON GRAFT CHARGE 

INDICTED 

CILMAN 
FLEMING 10 

ON TRIAL 
Accused by Policeman 

of Taking Bribe 

HON. THOMAS FLEMING 
_ . Cleveland, Ohio. Jan. 23.— 

Cleveland, Ohio, is astir over the i] Ti W. FI 

charges of soliciting a bribe brought Counei man : tomas W. blem- 
against Councilman Thomas W. ing will be tried on the charge 

Fleming by Walter Ochme, a wets of soliciting a bribe on Monday 
. c . 

Cee ee eee, or Tuesday of next week. This 
and surrendered himself at the 

Sheriff's office to fight the allega- announcement came from As- 

tions later in court, signment Commissioner Ed- 

ward Vondrake. 
Fleming appeared In the old court- 

house late Monday, soon after word 

reached him that he had been In- 

dicted by tha grand jury. He pleaded 

net guflty and, demanded an early 

trial, 

Fleming was indicted by the coun- 
ty grand jury after Walter Ochme, 
crippled polleeman, testified he paid 
the counellman $200 fur legislation 
enucted by vouneil te reimburse 
Vehme for medical bits far treat. 
nent of Injuries in service, 

Bond war fixed at 31.00 by Com- 
mon Fleas Judge Samuel ‘TT. Kramer, 
presiding in = criminal court. The 
bond was signed by J. C. Hudson, 
2203 FE. 40th St. real estate nperatar, 
Ho listed a four-family jrouse at 2311 
E, fid St. vadued at 242.000. on which 
there are mortguges of 25.300. 
Gehme Went hefore the grand jury 

on Miller’s request. He’ wus there 
nearly an hour. 

Issue Subpoenss 

Subpoenas then were issued for C. 
C¢. Curtis. manager of the West end 
branch of the Cleveland Trast com- 
rkhiny, Lorain Ave. and W. 88th Su. 
Where the check for $200 was drawa 
for Fleming, accurding ta Oehme, ind 

Fred Brewer, 3265 WW. 98th St. 

Vehme's relative, who sccompanicad 
him to the hank the day ther soid 
they alrew the check for Fleming, 

Curdis prought with him the check 
alleged to have heen given Fleming. 
Ochine suld he personally presented 
the check to Fleming at the Eiks’ 
club on B. ioth st. 

Mrs. Margaret Oehme, the crippled 
polleematn's WHe. wha ogisn aecom- 
punied him te the bank, was not 
summiumed ty Miller. Ie deemed her 
testiineny unnecessary at present. 

Informed of the grand jury’s ac- 
tlon, Fleming said: 

“The action of the grand jury was 
2 terrible shume Toam absolutely 
innocent.” 
Hehme’s affidavit savs he ap- 

preached Fleming to obtain for him 
relinbursement for mener paid in 
dectar, hospital and other expenses 
engendered for injuries sustained in 
servieo, He sets farth that Mlemins 
intradueed an erdinance and ohtained 
for him 1.700, and thereafter de- 
manded of hiny 2200 

Paid By Check 

Oehme saiva he paid the $206 in a 
ebheck drawn an the Cleveland Trust 
canpany. Lorain Ave. am) Wl Ysth 
stoand handed the cheek persunulls 
te Fleming. The $205) represented, 
he sald. 2 cansiterction for Flem- 
ing’s services In obtaining the $1,700 
through the ordinance and for tntra- 
duction of another ordinance for a 
remainder of $254 in ills, 
The crippled patrelman'’s wife, Mrs. 

Margaret Orhme, swore that she was 
present during a conversation he- 
tween her husband andl PMleming and 
heard Fleming tell Qehme that it 
world cost him sume money for the 
ordinance that was intreducved and 
for the one that war te be introduced 
for the additional €454. “Bean't for- 
set Tom Flening,” she quotes Fiem- 
‘ne as telling her hushand. 
Mrs, Oehme sald she ohtained the 

money from QOehme'’s vrandfather, 
ind the next day went with her hus- 
sand to procure an ollicial check. 
The ordinance—7.424—was intro- 

fuced May 23, 1927, by Fleming. It 
Was entitled “To reimburse Walter 
Qehme §1,54965 for injuuries inc- 
Itred in the discharge of his duties.” 
ft was passed fv eftw council July 5, 
997, A second ordinance, bearing 
Fleming’s name, was Introduced. 
Funds were trunsferred to the sufety 
Jepartment to meet this expense of 
'354. 

Injur ' im 1922 

Gehme told his story after he be- 
‘came angered by renuirks of Fleming - 
‘owing the cgunci] meeting Mon- 
fav night. Gehme has been attend! 
ne meetines }cping to set action on. 
vis request for more‘ald. ite said he. 
oh) Fleming he could not live on the 
387.50 monthly pension allowed him 
ind also obtain medical treatment. 
“Aw. you're just one of those fel- | 

ows who always want more,” Oehme 
wid Fleming told hin. | 
Tuesday was Oehme's 34th birth | 

lay anniversary. He joined the po- | 
fee force In 1917. He suffered his 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Indict Councilman Fleming 

as Cop Cites Bribe Charge 

(Continued from Page 1) 

injuries In 1982 and was npensioned 

in 1928, 
Fleming Was vehement in his de-: 

nial of Oehme's charges. : 

“[T da not know huw Ovhme ceonld 
make such a statement concerning 
the acceptance of mones by me frum 
a crippled officer for wid 1 gave him 
{In petting compensation from the 
city. Fleming sald. 

“[ just couldn't do anything Wke 
that. I don’t know ansthing about 
a check. 

“[ have done everxthing To could 
for Oehme. I introduced three dif- 
ferent ordinances te aid him tn get- 
ting additional pay. An ordinance 
under my name now ix in the hands 
of safety Director Barry, providing 
full pay for all policemen |= permua- 
nentiy disnbled while on duty. I 
davt thidtk any poiiceman, under 
similar cunditions, ever hins received 
as much compensation as Gehme. 
and It came about through my ef- 
forts. 

Knew Oehme 10 Years 

“When T talked ta him at council 
meeting Monday nicht - didn’t say 
anything that should have offended 
him. T juse told him that in his 
crippled condition he shauld not at- 
tend ‘every council meeting, 

“EL have known Walter Oehme for 
10 years. T knew him before he was 
crippled. YT wanted to do all T could 
for him. Oehme's charges certainty 
came as nm surprise to me, PF don’t 
see how he could make such a state- 
ment. Anybody that knows me 

knows that I wouldn’t do anything 
Hike that." ‘ 

Fleming dented ever receiving a. 
cent from Ochme. 

“If he thinks he's got a check, let: 
him produce it." Fleming said, “tt: 
I get a check mv name Woukl be on: 
the back ef it. Yes, Jet Alm produce ! 
the check." 
Oehme ‘is In such condition he can- 

not straighten his legs at the knee. 
or raixe his hands above his shoul- ; 
ders, His wife is compelled to dress | 
him, eut his food and otherwise care | 
fur him. Physicians have told him: 
his only relief would be a warm cli- i 
mate and Injections of sulphur into j; 
his blood, | 
Oehme was injured in a_ terrific | 

struggle with John (Fats) Ertin, a | 
dope addict. Erlin was sent to “get” | 
Oehme after the iatter, working in: 
the “Roaring Third™ precinct, had ! 
threatened to arrest every min found 
drunk in the speakeasy In which Er- ! 
lin worked. | 

| 

| 
1 

Erlin slugged Oehme from behind. 
Oehme arose and battered Erlin to 
the sidewalk, Erlin kicked Oehme 
In the stomach. Then Oeme smiushed 
his knee against the curb, He 
knocked Erlin unconscious and he 
died from his injuries, QOehme, after 
staying on duty awhile, was sent to 
City hospital. 
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