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IN NEAR RIOT

Boy Wins First Cash
Prize of $500

‘A protested decision by
the judges for the second na-
tidoal oratorical contest given
by ‘the board of education of
the Improved Benevalent Pro-
tective Order of Elks of the
World caused a pear riot at
the. Eighth Regiment armory
shortly after midnight Monday
when it was announced that
Miss Alma Maxey, a 16-year~
old freshman student of Clark
uxii'\'ersity. ‘Atlanta, Ga., was'

~awarded second prize over
Miss Margaret Long of Hot.
Springs, Ark., sixth place win-
ner.
urte o diveetion ot Tiens, Tonce
Scott prevented a large demonstra-

tion by the crowd of more than
3.099 persony.

. “Raw” Degision

Afen and women, dissaiisfied with
the . judges’ deciston, rushed to the
platform and branded the oMicials
as. having been unfair to the Arkan-
aas girl, “You cheated the girl"
some sald. “Robbers! Thieves!™
otBers ahouted. Some even went-
1ag enough to say that the girt was
dealt  vnfairly with Dbecsguse the
complexion of her skin was dark.
]\yss Nann{s Burroughs, head of the
National Training School for Girls,
w4s one among the number wWho
payticipated in the demonstration.

Besides winning a $1,000 scholar.
ship te college, Miss Afaxey's prive
earries with it a cash award of $200.
Miss Long will also receive a $1,000
ecaolarship and $50 in cash.

. Bey Wins First Prize
Joseph C. Woddy, a 17-year-old
'.tﬂppomon student of the Parker
Grade high school, Alexandria, Va.,
experienced little diMculty winning
the: first prize of $500 in cash. He
won the favor of the judges and the
addlence. Miss Rutk Hood of Terre:
Biluvte, Ind., won third prise: Miss:
Edna Burke, Washington, D. C.,
fourth: Miss Anastasia Bceott, Des
Meines, Yowa, fifth, and Miss Long,
oixth, i
The eight contestants were sur-
vicals of the prelimmary contests in-
wiich mere than (U0 buys and girls
participated. Each spoke on “The
Cdnstitutional Righta of the American ;
Nixro." Their time was limited to
19. minutes and the five judges, Mra.
Maudelle Bousfield, principal of the
Xeith school, Judge Willlam Harri-
son, Benator Adelbert H. Roberts, |
Theron B. Watkins, Kansas City,:
Mo, and Judge Edward Henry ol'!
Phiindeiphia, were neattered in vari-
ous’ sactions of the aymory. .
- The judges were ordered to pass
' &n both the composition and delivery
of the speeches, allowing 80 per cent
for ‘each. In the case of Misa Long,
several officials attributed her fall-
ure.to win over Miss Maxey to ex-

ceedingly poor composition.

. Program Gets Under Way
With Oscar DePriest, committee-
man from the Third ward, acting as
. tnaster of ceremonies, the program
got under way at 9:30 o'clock, after
e - musical selection by a mixed
chorys directed by Mme. Myrtie
Tyree and prayer by M. T. Balley.
Miss Burke spoke nrst, followed
by Miss Long. Miss Hood took the
- platform third; Waddy, fourth; Miss
. Gladys Helght of Rankin, Pa., fifth;
Miss Scott, sixth; Misas Alice Ball,
Aontgomery, Ala., seventh, and Miss
Makey, eighth.
&he program was interspersed with
muslical numbers o)y John Green,
. Mme. Anita Pattl Brown and the
: ¢chborus. Prior tp the announcement
. of, the contest winner, Grand Exalted
. Ruler J. Flnley Wilson made a brlef
: but. interesting talk. He was also
the. reciplent of a gold Elk emblem,
the gift of several temples and
marching clubs. Judge Hueaton was
. al§q_presented with a wrist watch
" by, .Daughter Ruler Berry. It was
. the- gift of Warden, Golden Rod and
+ Heliotrope temples.”
i These oratoricnl contests were in-
. mygurated by the 1iks grand lodge
. in, Cleveland, Ohlo, upon the recom-
mendations of the grand exalted
! ruler, J. Finley Wilson, in 192G, and
. since then have been held. The last
" contest was held In Washington, the
winner heing Miss Ruth >Matthews
- of. Washington, D, C,

- Purpose of Contests

The purposc of these contesta is
to' encourage the youth to strive for
general education, hut more particu-
Jarly to have' a full understanding
ofi the Constitution of the United
Statde by which he is governed. In
keeping with this purpose, Commis-
sloner of Education Hueston, ot Gary,
Ind., to whom was assigned the di-
rection of these contests, sclected
the.Constitution of the United States
avith special rofercnce to the 13th,
14h and 15th amendments, as the
general subject for discyssion.

Afembers af the board of education
inglude Grand_ Exalted Ruler J. Fin-
tey « Wilson. Grand Daughter Ruler
EVa G. Berry, Grand Secrctary Geo,
¥, Bates, and Grund Secretary of
Temple Emma V. Kelly,

Birand trustees: John [t Marshall,
chairman grand trustee hoard: R. E,
Pharrow, secretary; 1), T. Caldwell,
Rebert R, Church, Juhn W. Duncan.
Gfand commissioner of education,
Judge W. C. Hueston; assistant
grand commissioner of education,
Mypa. Lethia C. Fleming.
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