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Modern Press Promoter of

Racial Strife, Says Locke

More than 300 persons, representa~
tive of the most influential elements
of both rixces in Chirago, crowded
into the d!ning room of the City club,
3153 Plymouth Ct.,, Tuesday hight to
hear Prof. Alain Locke of Howard
university discourse on “Jome lte-
cent Gains in Race Relatlons™ It

was the oceasion of the 11th annual
banquet and report of the Chicago
Urban league.

Prof. Locks, whose hook, “The New
Negro,” published 1wa years ago, is
st one of the most widely dis-
cussed works of literature, stressed
in his talk the apathy of the modern
press toward the hetinr contributions
of the Race as compared with its
eqagern2ss to roadeasy the most un-
complimentary and unpleasant side.

“Our newspapers.” he safd, “are
largely responsible for the low estl-
mate with which the Negro Is greeted
wherever he turns. 1t ix our duty to
bring aboutr a change of aititude on
the part of the presx, It {s not the
progress of the Negro that s crent-
ing a problem: the Neorn is pro-
greasing in spite of all efforts to stop
him, notwithstanding all reports to
the contrary. It is recognitlon of
Negro progress that is Immediately
at stake.” . :

Some Recent Gains

Speaking Jirectly of some recent
fmins, rof, Lovke cited four notable
incidents {nn the health programs that
have been Instituted throughout the
country to lower the high death rate:
the Industrial survey as conducted by
the Urban leazue throughout the
country: the allemipt to meet the
housing problem in urhan communi-
ties throuxh the co-operative apart-
ment S¥stem, ns js being tnaugurated
by Rockefeller in New York, aml a
$174.000 community house recently
erected in Canton, Ohio, and which
he pointed out as a step in the right
direction for all Urban leagues.

Speaking of the Industrial survey
tnade by the Urban leaxue in Chi-
cagro, Dr. Locke criticized it as heing
“amateurish,” but excused this cou-
dition on the basis of the nurrow
budget with whick this hody has ta
operate.  He puked a little fun at
some of Chieagos whites, who are
directiy responsible for the hectic
real estate prollem in this city,

“Negroes of Chicagn have heen
eriticized for living in some fin
homes which they are unable to keep
up 1o thelr original standard. This
condition, if it exi was muade pos-
sible throuzh the 1 {nsanity of
some of the property owners, who

hastened to take flight at the ap-
proach of a1 dark brother”

In his guiet. sechoiarly manner Dr.
Lociie also chided white triends of
the Race about their indiffivrence in
the fiace of sv mueh adverse eriticlsm
of the Race. "If we can get soecialled
friends of the Nezro o propagate
thelr apinions with as much omhusi-!
asm as our enemies spread theirg |
against us, we will be congributing a
great force toward lacial betier-
ment.'”

Business Session

Elbridgze Hancroft Pierce, president
of the Urban league, acted as chalr- |
man of the meeting and introduced |
Dir. Locke. In the business session’
mmmaedintely preceding the speukineg
i, M. O. Boustiell, chairman of the
nominating committee, prosented al
report askin: tor the re-election “of
the following members of the board
of trustees: Editor Robert 8. Ab-’
bLott, Atterney Eurl B. Dickerson.!
Aiss  Mary Pomerav Green, Miss
Muary  Rozet  Smith, Hornce J
Bridges, Mrs, Btile Fountain, Harry
Fugene Kelly, Dr. Bousefield, Juduze
Albert B. Gieorge and Mrs. James .|
Jawson. Iie unlso reported that Mre
George Meace was elected to fill the
unexpirid terin of Levi Southe, and’
Alfred K. Stern to fiil the term of
W, C. Graves, and recommendes] the'
eletion of Dr, Charles M. Thompson |
to fill the term of Walter J. Greene-
baum. All reommenduations  were
adonted by the hody.

Judze Albert B Genrge made the
report of the finance committte in
place of Attorney Eari B, Dickerson.
who was out of the city. The assem-
bly was enthusiastic over the report
of A. L. Foster, executive seeretary
of the Chicazo branch, who told of
snie nf the work of his orvanization.
The T. Theodore Tavlor mtirtet ren-
dered thres musienl selectiones,
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