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“WHAT IS

PART

To know the manifsstation of God
means to love Him. One ls impossible
without ths other, Accvording  to
Baha'u'llah, the purpose of man's fre-
ation {5 that he may know tod and
adore Him. He says In one of his
tablets: “The 'cause of the creation
of ail coniingent beings has been luve.
as it tm sald In the well-known tradl-
tion, ‘I was a hidden treasurve and
loved tp be known; therefore 1 created
the creation In order to be known.'’

And in the “[idden® Words” He
says: *O son of existence! Love me,
that I may love thee. If thou lovest
me not, my lova can never reach thee.
Know this, O_servant.

“Q Son of the Hihgest Sight! T have
placed in thee a Spirtt from Me that
thou mightest be My lover. TWhy hast
thou forsaken Me and sought to love
another?"

To be God's lover! That is the nole
object of life for the Bahal. To have
God as his closest companion and mest
intimate friend. his Peerless Belm;ed;
in Whose Presence is fullness of jor.
And to love God means to love every-
thing and evervbody, for all are of
God. The real Bahal will be the per-
fect lover. He will love every one
with a pure heart, fervently. lie will
hate no one. He will despise no one,
for he will have learned tu see the,
Face of the Baioved In every face anid
to find Hls traces everywhere. Hiz
love will know np limit of sect, nation,

class or race. Baha'wllah says: “lIn
former ages it hath besn sald: ‘To
love ona's native land s falth” But

the Tongus of Grandeur hath sald in
the da¥ of this manifostation: ‘Ulery
fs not hix who loves his country, but
glory is his who loves his kind.!"—
*Tablet of the World.”

Ang again: “Blessed 18 ha who pre-

fers his hrother Dbefors himself: siuch
an nme {s of the people of Baha.'-—|
“Words of Paradise,” |

Andul-Baha telis us we must ba "as
one soul Iy many bodies, for the more,
we Inve cach other the nearer we shall.
be 1n 130d." Fo a Christlan minister,
he said; “*All the prophers were sent,
all the hnoks wera revealed, that the!
law of love might be promntad, * .
Let us have love and mare lova, & love
that meits all opposition, a love that
conquers all foes, a love that sweeps
away all barrlers, a love that abounds,
fn charity, large-heartadners, tolerance’
and nobie striving: a love that tri-
winphs over all obrtacles: a boundless,
an frresistible, a swaeping lovel”

Agmain he savs: “Fvery soul of the
beloved ones must love the others and
withhold not his possesslons and lfe
from them, and hy all means he must:
endeavor 10 make the others jovous
and happy. Rut these others must also
ba disinterested and  self-sacrificing.
Thus may this runrise flond the hori-
2nn8, this melndy gladden and make
happy all the people, this divine rem-
edy become the panaces for every dis-
casa, this spirit of truth become the
cause of life for every soul’

Imptles Severance

Devntlon to God Impliss also mever-
anea {rom everything that is not of
God—severance, that s, from all self-
Ish and worldly and, even other-world-
ty, destres, The path of Lod may le

thraugh riches or poverty, health or
siekness; through palace or dungenn.
roge  garden  or  torture chamber.

Whichever it be. the Bahai will learn
to aceept hizx lot with "radiant acqui-
escenfe.”  Severance dnes not mean
stolid indifference tn one’s surround-
ings nr passive resignation to eviy con-
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ditions; nor dnes it mean desplsing the
ood things which tind has ¢reated.

he irue Bahai will not he eallous, hor
rpathetic, nor ascetic. He will find
abundant {nterest, abundan: work and
abundant joy in the path of «od, but
he wili not deviate one hair's lrreadth
from that path in pursait of pleasure
nor hanker after anything thar God!
has denled him. When a man becomes
8 Bahal, Gnd's will hecomes his will;
for tn be at variance with God is the
one thing he cannot endure. In the
path nf God no terrars can appall, na
troubles dismay him. The light of love
Irradiates his  darkest davys, trans-
mutes suffering into_joy and martyr-
dom 1tse)! into an ecstacy of blizs. Lifa
Is lifted to the herofr plane and death
tecomes a glad adventure. Baba'u'ul.
lah says;

“He that hath tn hix heart even less
than a mustard seed of love for any.
thing hesides Me, verlly he cannot en-
ter My kingdom.

O sun of humanity! It thon lovest
Me, turn away from thyself: if My wilj
thou seekert, regard not ihine own.
that thou mayest die in Me and 1 live
in thee.

“O My servant! Free thyself from
the fetters of this world and escave
from the vprison of =elf. Apbreclate
the value of time, for thou shalt
naver ase it again, nor shaht thou
find a like opporwnity.” — “Hidden

Words."
Means Obedience

Devotlan tn  God means implich
obedlence 1o MHis revealed commands,
even when the reason for these com-
mands is nnt understood. ‘The sailoy
implicitly obeys his captain’s ovders,
even when he doas not know the rea-
son for them; but his Accepance of
authority s nnt blind. He knows fuill
well that the captrin has served
proofs of compelence ax a navigator.
Were it not =0, he would be foolish
indeed tn serve under him. So the
Bahal must {implicitly ohey the (Cap-
taln of his salvation. but he will he
foolish indeed if he has not first as-
rertained that this Captain has given
ample prnofs of trusiworthiness. Hav-
ing reaceived such proofs, however, to
refuse obedlence would be even greater
folly, for only by [ntelligent and open-
eved ohbedlence to the Wise Master
can we Teap the henefitx of His wis-
dom and acquire this wisdom for nur-
sefves. RBe the captain never sa wise,
it none of the crew nbey him, how
shail the ship reach its port or the
catlors learn the art of navigatiop”
Christ ciearly polnted our that obedi-
fnca I8 the path of knowladge. e
safd: "My doctrine is not Mine, but
His that sent me. If any man will do
His will, he shall know of the deririne.

whether it bhe of (od _or whether 1
speak nf Myself,—St. John vii, §6-i7,
So Raha'u’llah says: *FFaith in God

and the knowledge of liim cannnt be
fully atiained except * * * 1)y prac-
ticing  all -that He hath commanded
and all that is revealed In the Book
from the Pen of Glory.”—"Tablet of
Tajallivat.”

Imyplicit obedienca iz not a popular
viriue in these democratic days. and
indeed entire submission to the will of
any mere man would he disastrous. But
the unity of humanlty can bLe attalned
only by complets harmony of eavh aml
all with the Divine Will, Unless that
Wil be eclearky revealed and men
ahandon all other leaders ik obey the
Divine Messenger, then  conflict and
strife wifl g0 on and men wili continue
to oppnse each other, to devote a lurge
part of their energy to frustrating the
offortx of thielr brother men instead of
working harmoniously together for the
glary of God and the common gnod.

(To Be Continued.)
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