
Bahais Bring Unity Message to Convention: Oneness of Mankind and ... 
The Chicago Defender (National edition) (1921-1967); May 5, 1923; 

ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Chicago Defender 

Bahais Bring 

Unity Message 

to Convention 

Oneness of Mankind and Re- 

ligion Stressed as Factors 

in Universal Peace Plan 

If you tell a disciple of the Banal 
faith that vou would like ta become 
a Bahai and ask him bow about it, 
heli tell you he’s not sure that you 
cun he one. They hesttite .to be sure 
wbaut themselves or about others, 
Supreme sacrifice, martyrdom, has, 
so far, been the unly sure sign of the 

Bahai, sO 
_sceording to that test, there have 

heen .some 20.000 Bahais in different 
parts of the world, men and Women 
who have braved death for this 
Hroad conviction, —. 

Such was tha note sounded at the 
recent Bahai convention held at the 
Anditoriin hotel. Pirerims from the 
Far East and the Far Wesrc made 
their way to Chicago to confer upon 
and study the tenchings of Abdul 
Haha, the famous Persian philoso- 
pher, who interpreted the teachings 
of Raha "CHah. These teachings are 
or an all-emcompassing unity—unity 
ot mankind, unity of religion—the 
one in all. the aff in one, 

The Eahai faith is called the unt- 
versal religion. [ts adherents see in 
it the only means to universal peace 
and happiness. ] 
Saturday evening the feast of the 

ttidurn was observed at the hotel, 
this murking the day from the year! 
i432 when Baha ‘UNah first pro- 
chimed the new faith and himself 
as its Jedder. That was the day, the 
“Ist of April, when the enemies of 
Saha “Ullah both langhed ang wept; 
that was. the day when the friends 
ef Raha "Uiah both Jaughed and 
wept. In the morning the enemies 
laughed and the friends wept; In the 
gfterneon the friends Jaughea, ihe 
enemies wept. For on that day, the 
day Ris banishment from Pakdad 
wns to commence, he came into his 

own, rising above his enemies and 

bringing courage to his followers. 

Hie labored until 1892 when the 
work was taken up bw Abdul Baha, 
who carried ft an until ist sear the 
time of his death, Today the center 
of the Dahab cause and the guardian 
ow its unity is Shoght Effendi, the 
grandson of Abd Baha. - 

This vear the message Is brought 
to) Ttnhais of America by Jenahi 

Fasel Mawzandiarani, celebrated phi- 
leaopher of Teheran, Persia, and by 
Riot Ml EL Shirdzioof Kirachi uni- 
versity, India, Se , 
Monday night” Louis Gregory of 

Washington spoke on tha “Oneness 
ov Missifigind . 
“Humanity. he dechired, “is one 

in oritin and one in destiny, A. sin-. 
gle human heady is the collective cen- 
ter of wi the universe, havin in it 
every cloment knewn, The oneness 
of tuankind in practical Hire require. 

superhuman free for its demon- 
strittion, one being driven ta the con- 
aursion that men ocannor ba united 
on this lower plane.g The animal 
world In which we live Ss a world of 
screed, darkness and exploitation.’ 
-Coancluding his address, he ex- 

wlained: “The nineteenth century 
was a period of time during which 
men shonk off slavery the world over 
and began t§ enjoy the fruits of free- 
dom; the twentieth century in which 
We are now living points ta hope. 
happiness, higher aspirations and 
victory.” 

inhais recognize nor deny no sects, 
Eahaistn implies thoroushgoing unt- 
fiCation, brond enough to include all 
recets, races, colors, nations and 
shades of opinion. Better than that. 
those who claim to he in the service 
are strong enough to exert that su- 
perhuman strensth required for a 
practicul working out of their theory 
ar unity... 
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