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SEER FROMEAST
DECAIES UNREST
* IND OPPRESSION

Umversa| Peace Necessary to
Lastmg Ad]ustment of
Problem S .1

To .tha' Cantral ﬁr:'lmrmmn tnr a
Durable Peace:.

! sestemed .ones who nre nmneer-:

t among | the well: wiehars nt (he

i: . wnrhl 6f humanity

f' Thv lntlorw \cmch ye <em. durmp

thé owar were net . received, but
1916, h.xq

Q- ¥

APt il

etter. dated - Febroary 11,
just . come-tn hind:
and - immediately
an-answer iz he-.
ingwritten;  Your:
intention dnet‘r\'ps
a thesusand :
praises, . eeause - -
youlare s, serving,
the warld of hu<'
manity,:and- this
ig - condueive  to
the hxppms\-w .md .
welfare of all-
This ‘recent . wuar
has proved lo‘lh‘ﬁ
warld andi the
people that war is .
-':o‘mruc'.innl while I
Iniversal Ireace is ; ;
rofgtruction: - wap  Aodul-Baha
[ 18 death while peace is-life; war is
rapacity ami “binod-thirstiness while
neaee is haneficence aml humaneness:
witr s an appurtesance of .the world
| of nature while.peace is of the faun-
fdation of 1he religion of God: war.is
i darknoss lumn sdarkness whila, peace !
is  Heavenly i Light:. war is the do.’
stroyer: of  the  edifice of - mankind
‘while jeacw is the everlasting life of |
the “nrlﬂ of “humanity: war is fike!
a devouring welf while Peace is like
‘the angels “of Heaven: war i$ the
strucgle for: exisience while pearcs s
‘mutual aid . and  cn-operation ameng
the" peaples . af _the world “and. thol
citige . 0f . the ‘gond pleasure - of tho‘
True One in' the Heavenly Realm.” \:
Therd {8 not-ona.soul whase con-’
srience dnas not uwtif\' that in this!
iday there iz’ nn.mare- fmportant mat-
‘tey in the world than.that of Univer-
sual Poarce.  Fvery just one hears wit--
ness o0 thi and “adores that es-
érmed Assembly hecause its-aim: is
[That this - darkness may be changed
inta lizht, this hlood-thirstiness inte
‘kindness. this, torment into bliss; this’
{hazdship jnto case and . this: enmity
'ﬂ!‘-d hatred “into fellowship ‘and love,
!Thcr(-rnrv the effort. of . thme cs-
[ RS :
I
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teemed souls is-worthy of praise and
commegdation. T

But the wise souls who are aware
or the essential relationships emanat-.
ing from the realities of things con-
sider that one gingle marter cannot
by_jtself influence the human reality
ps it-ousht and £hould, for until the
minds of men become united, no im-
portant matier can be accomplished.
At present Umversal Feace is a mat-
1or of great importancs, byt umty
o1 conscience 18 essential, do that the
foundation of this mattor may bhe-
come secure, its establishment finn

.. and its odifice strong.

“-. and outierts were nov as

Therofore 13is Halinass, Baha'o’llah,
fifty vears agn, expounded this ques-
1ien of Universal Peace at a time
when he was contined in the fortress
of Aeca and was wronged and im-
vrisoned. He wrote about this im-’
portant matter of Universal Peace 10
all the great saverejzns of the world,
and established i1 among his friends
ir. the Orient. The horizon of the
was in utter darkness, nations:
ved the utmest hatred and en-
towards cach other, religions
ed tor each other's blood, and it
wne darkness upon darkness. At
such a ume Jiis Heliness Baha'ollah
shone forth like the sun from the.
horizon of the East and illumined
Persin with the lights of these teach-
inps=.

Aamnng his teackings wag the dec-:
Iaration of Universal Paace. Teople
r* Qifferent nations, religions and
=ects who tollowed him.came together;
<6 such an extent that remarkable
Fatherings were instituted consisting|
of 1he various nations. and relizions’
of the East. Every soul who entered |
these gatherings saw hut one nation,

are-1eaching, oné pathway, one or-
der, farthe teachings of His Holineas
Raha'r'llah wvere not limited 1o the
establishment  of - ITniversal Peace,
Thev  embraced - manv.. teachings
awhich supplemented and suppoert

that ot Universal Peaca,

Amone theee teachings war the in-
dependent nvesueation of realily £0

“1hat the werld of humanity may be
saved from the darkness of imitation
and attain-to the truth: may tear off
andscast away this ragged and out-
grovwn garment of -.one thouseand:
vears ago and may put on.the robe
wavan in the utmost purity 2nd-holi-
ness in the loam nf raality, As reality:
iz one and cannot admit of multi-

therefore different opinions
must ulimately hecome fused into
one. - )

And among_the teachings of His
Holinese Baha'A'ilah_is the oneness
af the world of humanfty: that all
human beincs are the sheep.of God
and He is the kind Shepherd. "This
Shepherd 15 kind 10 311 the sheep. be-
rause He created them ail, trained]

~zhem, provided for them and pro-
treted them. There is no doudbt that
1he Shepherd is kind to all sheep and
shauid there he amone these sheep
icnorary ones. . they. muft he edu-
~ated; if there be children, they must
b trained until they reach maturity:
if *here be sick ones, they must be
cured. . There must be no hatred and
enmity. for ar by 8 kind phveician

“thege iznorant. sick ones should be
1roated.

And amnng the teachings of His
Holiness Raha™»liah is, that religion
must. be the rause ef fellowship and
lowe. 1€ 4t becomet the canse of es-
trangzemant then it-s not needed,. for
relicion is like 8 remady: it aggra-
vates the disease then it becomes

Toast-

gis

And among The teachings of Baha'-
o'flah i, that relizion must be in
conformity with science and reason,

- &~ that it may influence the hearts of
men, The foundation must be solid
. and must not consist of imitations.

And among the teachings of Baha'-
oTah is, that religious, racial. politi-
ral, economic and patriotic prejudices
destrov the edifice of humanity. ASs
long-as these prejudices prevafl, the
warld of humanity will not have rest,
For a Terind of six thousand vears
history infarms us ahoutthe world of
humanity, During thesa gix thousand
vears the world of humanity has not
been free from war, strife, murder
ard blnnd-thirstiness. In everv pe-

. Tind war has been waged in one
“rauriry or annther and that war was
due 1o -either religious prejudice, va-
cial prefudice. political prejudics or
patrintic preiudice.. Tt has therefore
bhren ascortained and praved that all
preifudices  are  desuuctdve  of  the
human #difire. Az Jongc as These prej-
ndices parsist. the struggle {ar ex-
iFrtence must remain dominant. and
- blrodthirstiness and rapacity con-
tinue, Therefore, even 35 was the
casge in the past, the world of human-
itv cannot Le . saved from the darl-
ness of nature and cannet attiin jl-
Jumination except throuch the aban-
danment of preindices and the acqui-
sition of the morals of the Kingdom.

It this prejudice and #nmity are on

account of relicion (consider that), re-

ship, otherwise it is froltless. Ang f
this ‘prajudice be the prejudtce of na-
tonality “(censider that). all mankind
are of one nation; all have sprung frem
The tree of Adam. and-Adam is the root
of the 4o That tree’is an- and all
these nations_ara ke branches, while
the individuals of humanily ara” like
leaves.  linssoms and fruits  thereof.
Then the estahlishment of varions na-
tions and the consequent sheddine of

humanity result from human tgnorance
and selfich .anotives, )
Ag 10 the patriotie prejudten, thig s
aleo due 10 absohite ignorance, for the
wurface of the ¢arth is one native land.
Every one can live in any &poat. on tae
terrestrial glohe . Therefore all 1ne
world is man's hirthplace, These houn<
darirs and outlats huve hinrn gevizsed py
wan. In the creation, snch boundaries
ag ; siened. Furope
1£ one continent, Asia is one continwat,
Africa’is ona conuinent. Ausrralla is one
<ccntinent, but_some of 1he souls Tro
personal motives-and seltich {nteres
have divided aach ons.of three conti-
nents zng constdered a_ ¢or1ain part as
their awn counity. God has €61-up no
frontior Letwaen -France and Germany;
_they are continuous. Yea. in the firet
eonturies, selfish souls for the promo-
. tien of thefr own interssts, have as-
“gizmed houndaries and outlets and have
day ‘bw_ day attached more mmportance
10 these until this led 1o intense en-
mity, ltacAshed:-and rapacity in subse-
quent copturies. In-the same way this
will continne indefinitély. ana i1 this
conceptian of patrintism remains lim-
1teq within a certain circle it will. be
The primary cause of The vorld's e
£ruction . Xo wise and | just peraon.
will aclnowiaipe these imazinary  dis-
Every iimited area which we
oailour nartive country wWe.regard as
our moaber-land,  whereas 1the terres
riad ghobe Cis.the mother-land of al,
and ot anv siricte] area. In short,
{or & w odavs we live.on this earth
and ¢vemually wa are Luried.in at; i is
our eternal temb - Is 1t worth:-while
that we shonld ~tzace in hloodshed and.
1ear one another 1o pieces for this
eternal 1omt”™ Nay, far from it, neithe;
oo f= Ged pleased with such ecanauet nor
wauld Any xate man xpprove of it
Consider!  The  blessed. antmats en-
Fags 1N D PATIONe quarrels.  They are
in tha utmast Tellowsip with one an-
ather and five together in harmony.
For example, if a dove from the East
and 1 dove fram the West, a aave from
the Worth und dove from the South
chanre tn art at the same time. n
ona  spet, the madiately  arseciate
{n harmony. 84 it 1= with 41t Ine hicserd:

“anima's anAd hirde Rur the farocieus |
animais as soofl as they st attack
and ficht with each arher. tear ench |
other 10 piecws and it is impossible tor |
them to live peaceably togeiner in oae!

=

apot. They are all unsociable and flerce,
savage and combative tfighters.
tegarding tha sconomie prejudice, it
i5 apparent thet whenever the ties be-
tween nations bécome strensthened and
the axchange. of cpmmodities accel-
~rated, and any ecrmomic principle 1s
established in one country, it will ulti-
mately affect the other courgefcs and.
universat henefits will raesult.  Then
why this prejudice?
... A8 to the political prejudlce, the poi-
icy of God must be followed and it is
indispuwable thay the policy of God is
greater than human policy. We must
follow e Divine-pelicy and that ap-
plies alike to all individuals. - He treats:
all jndividuals. alike: no distinction is
made, apd that 15 the toundation of
the Divine Religions.

And_among the teachings of His -
ness Baha'o'llab is the origination of
one language that may he gpread uni-
Yergally among the people. Thnis teaon-
ing waos-revealed from the pen.of His
Holiness Baha'o’llah in onler that tnis
univergal language may ellminate ms-
understandings from among mankind.

And among the reachings-of Hiz Hoili-
ness Baha'o'llah is the unity of -women |
and men. The world of humanity has
1wo wings—one is women and the other’
men. Not until both wings are equally
developed can the hird fly. - Should ane
wing remain weak. flicht is tmpossttie.
Not until the world of women bacomes
equal 1o the world of men in the ae-
quisition of virtues and perfections. can
success and prosperity be attained- as
they oughit to be. i

And among the teachings-of Raha-
‘o'llah - is veoluntary sharing . of-one’s
property with others among mankind..
This voluntary sharing is greater than
equality and consists in this, that man
should not prefer himself 1o others. but
rather should sacrifice htis life and prop-
erty for-others. DRut this shoutd not ne
introduced by coercion so that it bhe-
comes a law anda man Is compelied to
follow it.  Nav. rather.man should vol-
untarily and of his own choice sacrifive
his property and life for others, and
spend willingly for the poer. just as-is
done in Porsia among the Danais.

And among the teachings of His Holi-
ness Baha'o’llah is man's freedom, that
through the ideal Fowsr he should be
free “and emancijated - from the  cap-
uvity af " the werld of narare; {ar as long
AR man ir captive to nature he is a fe-
rocjons animal, as the strugtle for ex-
istence iz one of the axizencies of the
world of naturs. This mutier-af struus
gle for. existence is the 1ountaln-nead
of all calamitics and is tne supresmne
aflliction,

And among the teachinge of Eana-
'o’llah ts that religion is 2 mighty bul-
wark:-..1f the edifice of religton shakes
and tetters, .commotion and chaos wait
ensue ‘and’ the.order of things will be
utterly upset., for in the world of man-
kind there are two safeguards that pro-
tect man from wrong doing. ‘- One is the
law which punishes the. criminal:. but
the law prevents only the manitest|
erime snd not  the concealed sing
whereas the ideal safeguard, namety.
the religion of God. prevepnts both the
manifest und the concealed erime. trains
men, edurates ir orals, compels the adop-
tion of virtues and is the all-inclusive
power which guaraniees the relicliy of
the world of mankind.. But by relipion
is meant that which is ascertained by
investigation and not that ‘which 1s
based on mere tmitation, the founda-
tion of Divine Religions and not human
imitationF.

And among the teachings of Baha-
‘¢'llah ig that although material civili-
zation .ig one of the means for the
procrass of the world of mankind. vet
until it hecomes combined with Divine
tivilization, tha desired result. whichis
the frlicity of mankind, will not he at-
tained. “orgider! These hattleshins
that reduce a city to ruins within. the
sTace of an hour aQ‘A the result of mare-
rial civilization: likewise tne Krupp
Funs, the dauser rifles, dynamite, sub-
marines. torpedo boats, armed aircraft
and . hombing aeéroplanes—atl these
wrapons-.of war arse the malignant
fruits of material civilization, 1l -
terfal clvilization’ been combined with
Divine civilization these fiery weapons
would never have heen Invented. Nayv,
rather, human energy would have heen
whollv davotad to useful inventtons and |
would- have heern concentrated on
raiseworthy discoveries. Matarial civ-
i’!izatim\ is like a lamp-glass.  Divine
pivilization is the lamp itself and tha
rlass without the light is dark. Mate-
ria} eivilization is like the badv. No
matter how infinitely graceful, alegant
and beautiful it may. be, it is dead,
Divine civilizatinn s like the spirit, and
the hady gots its life from the. spint.
ntherwise it beeomes a corpse. Tt has
thus been tmnads evident that the werld
pf mankind is lifeless, and without this
light the world of mankind 1s In unar
darkness. For the world of nature is an
animal. world. T'ntil man is born again
from the -world of nature. that is to
say., hecomes detached from the world
of nature, he is essentially an animal.
and it is the teachings-of God which
convert this animal inte a numan soul.

And ameng the teachings of “Baha-
‘e'liah is the promotion i education,
Evervy ¢hild must be instructed in sei-
ences as much as is neeessary. If 1ne
parents are able in provide the ox-
penses of this education, it is aill right.
piherwise the community must provide
t\;’ﬁdmvans for the teaching of that
child, e

'and amone the teachings of His Holid
ness Raha'o'llah is jurtice _and right.
Tntil these are realized on the plane of
existence, all things shall be in dis-
order and remain imperfect. The worw”
of mankind is a world. of oppression
and cruelty and a vealm of aggresston
and _error.

In fine, such teachings are numerons.
Thera manifold. principles, which con.
stitute the greatest hasis for the fe-
licitv of mankind ind are of the boun-
ties of the Merciful, must. be added 1o
the matter of Universal Peace-and com-
hined with it. so that: results. may .ac-
rrue.  Otherwise the realization of Unt..
versal Peace thy itrell) in the world ef
manking ie diffieult. As the teachings of
His Holiness ltaha'o'llah are comlined
with-Universal Prace. they are lke a
rabls providid with avery Kind at fresh
and delictous food. Every som can und.
at that table of ~Infipite Lounty, wnat
which he degires, 17 the questien is re-
stricted 1o Universal Peace..glone, the
remarkable results which are ‘expected
anAd desired will not Lea attained, The
scope of Lniversal Peace must Le siuch
that all the ¢ammunitieg and religiong
mar find their highest wish realizee In
ito- At
Holinesz . Raha'ellah ara such rhat all
the communities of the world, whather
religious, political or ethical., ancient or
medern,. find in the teachings of Baha-
‘o'llah the exproszion of -their highest
oy 2l

ish.

Yor example, the people of reitmons
find. in the tsachings ot Hig Holiness
iha’eliah, the establishment of Unj.
versal Relimion——a  relicion that per-
foctly conforms with nresent enhditions,
whirh_in reality effects the immediate
eure of the incurable disease, which' re-
lieves every pain and bestows the in-
fakible antidate for_overy potson. - For
i we wish 10 ATrange and ormanize e
world of mankind in accardanee with
e present . relicious - imitae and
thrrabe ta establish the faleity of e
world of mankind, it is tmpossinie and
impracucable—{or axample, the enforee-
ment of the laws af the Old Testament
{Taurat) and aiso of the other relig-
ions in:_aceordance with the present-
imitations. = Bat the cssential hiasis of

a1l the Divine Baligions which pértains |

1o the virtnes of tHe awarld of manind
and is tue foundation of tha weifare of
the wnarld of man. is faund the teach -
ings of His Ho'tness Raha’o'Nan In-4ne
most Derfect presentation,

Stmilarly. with: regard (o the peoples
wha <lamoer for freedom: the moderate
freedem which gruvarantees the welfare
of thewnrld of nkind and matntains
and  preserves the universat ralation-
Tips. is frund-in (s fullest prawer and
nsifn in the teachines of His Holi-
ness Baba’o’liah, . .

Sa with repard 1o poliuiza: parties:

present_the. teachings of Hisl.

that which is the greatest policy direct

ing the weorld of mankind, nay, rather,
the Pivine poliey; is found in the teach-
ings of HNis Holinéss  Laha'o’ltah.

Likewize with regard to“the partv of
“wquality”* which seeks the solution ol
the economic problems: unul now atl |
rroposed solutiens have proved Impruc-:
ticable axcept the economic proposals
[ in the teachings of His Heliness Baha-
*o'llah which are practicable and cause
no distress to soclety.

So with the other parties: when. ve
lcok deeply into this matter, ve will dis-
cover that the highvst. sims of those
parties are found in thé teachings of
Baha’o'llah. These teachings - consti-
tute the ali-inclusive power among all
men and are practicable; But-there a.=
some teachinzs of ‘the past, such as
thonse of the Taurat. which cannot he
carri~d out at the prosent day. It is the
sameé with nmher religions and the tenets
of the varieus sectz and the different
parties. - : v

For example, the -guestion of Uni-
versal Peace. about which His Hollness
Daha'o’'llab savs that the Supicme Tri-
bural must established: although the
League of Natiops has h2en brought
inte oxisyence. véet it is incapable of es-
tablishing Universal P'eace. But the Su-
preme Tribunal which His. Holiness
Baha'a'llah has deseribed ~will: fuliill
this sacred.task with the utmost might
and power. And his plan is this! that
the national assemblies of each coun-
try and nation—that is-t¢ say parlia-
ments—should €lect two or three per-
sons who are the choicest men ‘of -that
nation, and are well informed concern-
ling international taws and the relations
i between governments and aware of the
. ssential needs of the world of human-
llt}'— in_this day. ' The waimber of these
| represéntatives should be in proportinn
|10 the numbar of inhabitants of that
country. The election of these souls.
i who are choesen by the-national assem-
“bly, that is, the partiament, must be
i confirmed Ly - the upper house, the con-
gress and - the cabinet and alse by-the
ipresident or monarch s0 INESe persons
muav he the elected ones of all the nation
and the sovernment. From among thess
people the members of the Supreme Tri-
bunal-will be elected. and all mankind
will thus have a share therein, for ev-
.ery one af these delegates 1s fuiy rep-
resentative of his nation. . When. the
Suprems- Tribunal gives z.ruling on any
{nternational question, either. unani-
mously or by majority rule, there.wiif
no longer be any pretext for the Plaine-
+iff or ground of ahjection for the de-
f-ndant. In case any of tne govern-
-ments or nations, in the execution. of
theirrefutahle decision of the Supreme
Tribunat;--ba neégligant or dflatorv. tha
rest of the nations will rise up. against
it because all thé governments and na-
ticns of the world are:the supporiers
of this Supreme Tribunal... Consider
what a firm foundation this is! "But by
a4 limited -and restricted League tne
purnose will not be realized as it ougnt
and should.  This is the trnth about the
.situation, ‘'which. has been xrateq,

Consider how powerful are the teach-
inzs of “His Hrliness Raha’o’llah. At
a time when- His Holiness was in the
prison af Acco and was under the re-
strictions and threats.of twa blood-
thirsty kiges, notwithstanding this fact
his teachings gpread with all pewer in
Persia and other contnias. Should any
weaching. or any principle. or any com-
niunity fall under the threar of a pow-
erful and . bLloodthirsty monarch it will
"be annihilated within a short space of
time. At present for fifty years Ihe
Rahaic in Persia and most regions have
hean under sévere restrictions and. the
threat of sword and-spear.  Thousands
aof souls have miven th2ir lives in the
arana of sacrifice and _have fallen as
victims under the swords af oppression
and cruelty. Thousands of esteemed.
families hava been uprooted. and - de-
stroyed.  Thousands of chiliren hape
teen made fatherless.  Thousands of
fathers have been hereft of their sons.
Tnousands of mothers have wept anl
tamantad for their bays whio nave been
heheaded. ANl this | oppressien  and
cruelty, rapacity and - binodthirstiness
did not hinder or prévent wna spredda of
the teachings of Raha'slah.- Thev
spread more ard more every day. and
power and might herame more  evi-

dent.

It may bs thal some foolish. perawn
among the Persians will athx his na-ue
to tha-conténts of the Tablets of iiis
Holincss Raha-o’lah or to tha axplana-
tinns zfven in the lotters (Tablets) of
JAbdul-Baha and send. it o that os-
teemed Assembiv. Yo nust be aware
of this fact, for any Porsizn whn seexs
fame or has some other [nrention~wys
take the entire contents of the Tahlets
of His Holiness Baha’s’llat and publish
them in his own name or ir that of his
eommunity, just as happened at the
Universal Races Congress in. Landon be-
fare the war,. A Persian tesk the sub-®
stance nf thea Epistles of His Holiness
Paha‘o'llah, entered-that Congress, gave
them forth in his owrn‘name and puh-
{ished them, whereas the wording was
exartly that of His Holiness Baha'o'ah.
Spme surh sonls have gons to Europ?.
and have causad confusion in the minds
af the penple of Eurone and have dis-
turbed the thoughts of seme Oricntal-
ists... . T= must bear thi= fact in mind,
for not a. word of thesa teachinzs. was
heard In Persia befor~ the appearance
of Raha'n'llah. “Investizate this matter
s that it may_hecome ta wvou evident
and manifest.  Some soulsate ke par-
mots.  They learn any notas which they
may hear. and sing it but they them:
selves are unawar2. of what thay utter.
There is a sect in Persia -ar presunt
mards up ~f a faw gnuls who are_ called
‘Rahig, whn elaim to f{nilowers of Fis
1inliness_ the Babh. whercas they are
niterly wnaware of His Holthess.. Thev
have some secrel teachinzs which are
antirely  opposed To- the -1eachings ol
Naha'o'Nah and in Parsia. pecple know
ihis - Rut when these souls-.¢ome to
Eurnps they conceal thelr own teach-
ings and utter those of His Hollness
Raha'o'llah. for ~they Eknow that the
teachings -of His Holinass BRaha'o’llah
-are powerful and they therefore declare
‘publicly those teachings of Raha’e'llah
in thelr ewn name: As.to their.secret
| teachingf, they_say that they are taken
from the Book of ‘Revan. and the Bonk
of Bevan is from His Holiness tha Bab.
When wve get hold of the trauslation of
the Book of Bevan. which has..been
transizied -in Persia. ve -will discover
the 1ruth that the teachinzs of Rahu-
‘o'llah are utterly opposéd to the teach-7
Lings. of thiz sect. Rewdre lest ve dis-
szard this fact. Should ve desire
_ipvestinate the matter further, enquwe
fremm Persing.. 3 K
- In fine, W travaling and journey-
1mg throughout the world, wnerever one
finds - eAnstruction, it . is-the result of
fellowship. and love. whlle averything
that is in roin shows the effect of -en-
mity and hatred, - Notwithstanding this,
the world of humanity has natr hecome
aware and hag not awakenea rrom tae
‘slesp of heedlessness.  Again it encages
in ‘differences.. in disputes and wrang-

i =it may set up ranks of war’
“and mar¥ run-inand fro in the arena of
battle and strife

y . i
So it 15 vith e

d-to_ e universs
“and. its corruntion, exisrence .and non-:
Cexigtance.  Fuvery contingent being s
“made up of different and numercus éle~;
"ments amt the existence .ot evervthing
a result of ¢omnosition. - That is ta!
when . hetwaen simple elements a
Fampogition takes plice a hetng artses; -
‘the creatjon of lhieings comes-about - in.
this wav. ~And when that compasttion !
is upsrt, it ig followed by decamposi-
tion, the atoments disintegrare. ansd that
Lacames annihitated. That s 1
he annihilation of everyining con-
v2 in the decomposition and the sen-
apption of gloments:  Thererore avery
union and aalor of leaves. of flowers
and of fruits, cach will contribnte ta
‘the, beauty and charm of the athers,
and will make an admirable 2arden and
will appsar. in the utmast lovelinoss,
freshneas and. sweetness.  Likewisa,
when difference and-variety of thourhts,
forms. opinions. characters and .marals
af tha world of mankind come-unasr tne
ceantrel af ane Surreme Power that- jn-
ca of compngition: amome the z

e

&

o4

£ is the cause of life. while dlssu-!

me
clativn and separation 1s tne cause of |

~ all the

death:-- In short, attraction- and har-
mony of things arve the cause of the
meduczion of troits and - useldl vesulis,
while repulsion and inharmony of things
are the cause of distrubance and anni-
hilation; -~ From- harmony and:-attrac-
tion, all living: contingent Lewngs. such
as plant. ‘animai and man, are realized,
and from. inharmony.and repulsion. qe-
sets "in- and anikilation. vecomes

5t. Therefore whatever is -the
catse-of harmony. sitracton and umon
ameng ‘men; {s the-lite of the world of
humanity, -and. whatever is the’ cause
of difference, of repulsion: and or sep-
arationis .the cause “of.the death of
mankind. And when thou passzesy oy a
garden wherein  vegetabte . teds..and
plants, flowers ‘and fragrant herbs are
all combined se as to form 2 harmonious
whole this is an- evidence that this plan-
tation and this rase garaen nave been
cultivated and arranged.by -the care ot
a perfect gardener, while -when thou
seest a garden in disorder. lacking ar-
rangement and canfused, this Indlcates
that it has heen depriv
a skillful gardener. na
nothing -but a mass of weeds.
therefore been made evident H 3
lowship and harmony. ar~ indicative. of |
the training by the real Educator, while:
separation and dispersion prove .wild«
ness and deprivation of Divine Trawn-
mgooee

Should any one objact that. stnce tne
communities and nations and races and
peoples of the worlkd hieve different. 1or-
malities. customs, tastes, témperaments;
morals, varied thoughts, minds and
opinions, it is therefore impossitle. for
ideal unity to be made manifest and
cnmplete union amonyg. men w Le real-
ized, we say that differences are of two
kinds:  One leads to destruction, and
that is like the difference between war-
ring peopies and competing nations who
destroy ongé another. uproot each other's
families, do awany. with rest and com-
for and eongace In iioodshed oot ra-
pacity. That is Wameworthy, But the
other differ-nce”consists -in  variation.
This is perfection rself and the causeof
the appearance of Nivina lwunty. Jon-|
sider the flowers of the rose: garden.
Although they aure of different Kinds.
various colors and diverse forms and
appearances. vet .as - they drink from
one. water;-are swaved by one Vlreeze
and grow by the.warmth and light of
one sun, this variation. and. this differ-
ence cause each to enhance.ina -heauly
and splendor: of the others.” The -atf-
ferchees  in - manners, i customs,-an
habits, in thoughts. opinions and . in
temperaments is the cause of the adorn-
ment of the world of mankind.. This 1s
praisewnrthy.  Likewise ahis difference
and -variation, like the dimerence aud
variation-of - tha parts and members of
the human Lody. are the cause or-tne
appearasnce of hifauty and  perfection.
As these different parts.ana members
are under the control of the:dommant
spirit. and the spirit permeates-all.tne
organs and members and rules ali tae
arteries and vains, this difference and
this variatign strengthens ove and har-
mony and this multiplicity 1s the greas-
esp-ail to unity. If in a garden the
flowers-and fragrant herbs. the " blos-
soms and {riuws. the leaves, branchuesy
and trees are ofoane kind, of one formn
of one color and  of oneé arrangement.
there is no beauly or Sweetness, but
when there is variety in tne world ot
onen2ss they will appear and be dis-
played in the maost perfect glory. heaury.
exaltation and perfection, Today noth-
ing Lue the power of the Word of Qod
which -ancompasses the realities. of
hitigg.. can. bring the thougnts, . ine
minds. the hearts and the spirits under
the shade of One_Tree, He is the Po-
tent in all things, the Vivilter or sows.
the Freserver and the Conrroller of tne
world ‘of mankind.. Praise be. 10 God.
in this day the light of the Word of .God
has .shoné forth upon all regions, and:
from all -sects, communities. nattous,
tribes, peoples. religions and denomi-
pations, souls have wathered under the
shadow of the Word of Oneness and
have in-‘the meost intimate fellowship
united and harmontzed! :

Soma time ago;. during the war, a
ietter (Tablet) was writien regardiag
the teachings of His iioliness Baha-
"o'ilal: which may approprialely-ve ap-
pended to this epistie: RE

TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA
He is Goot °

O people of the world!

Thé dawn of the Sun-of Realty is as~
suredly . for-.the . tHununatian _of ihe
world and the manifestation of “mercy.
the assembiage. of the family pf
Adam. results and - fruitg--are praise-
worthy 2nd the holyv bestowal§-of every
hounty are ahundant. It is an abSolute
mercy and a compler bounty, the iu-
mination of the world, fellowship and
larmony. love and union: nay, rather.
mercifuiness and oneness, the elimina-
tian "of discord and the unity. of whom-
soever are'on the earth in the utmost of
freedom  and - dignity. - The ‘Blessed
Peaury (Raha‘ollah):sald: *°All are the
fruits of one tree and the.leaves of one
hranch.” He likened the world ot ex-
istence to one wree and all the souls to
leaves, hlossoms and froits. . Therefore.
branches, leaves hlossoms and
fruits musgt be in the utmost of fresh-
ness. and the bringing  about of this
delicacy and swalINess depends . upon
unien and_friendship. Therefore they
must assist each- other -with all - thair
power and seek everlasting life. - Thus
the friends of .God must manifest the
marcy of the Compassionata-Lord in the
world of existénce and must show forth
the hounty- of the visible and invisible
King.. They must “purity: thelr. sight
and icok upon mankind as the leaves,
Ltossoms and fruits of the tres of crea-
fion, and must always be thinking of
deing zood to soma one, of lnve, consid-
eratinn, affectlon  and -assistance 1o
somehody.:  They. must see nn enewy
and count no one at£-an il wisher. Ther
must consider every. one-on the earth
as a friend: resard the strapgar as an
intimate, and the alien as a companinn,

fioy must: not be baund by any tier
nav. rather, thay should be free from
avéry hond, Tn this day the one who is
favored in the threshoid of zrandeur
is the-ona. whe offers the cup of faith-
fulpess and. bestows the pearl of «ift
to ‘tha snemies; even to the [alien op-
pressor lends a helping hand. and con-
siders every hitter foe as an affection-
ate friend, T

hese are -the commands nf..the
Biegsl Beauty. these are the counsels.
of  the Createst Nama.. O ye dear
friends® . The world is ensaged in war
apd strugele, and mankind is-in the
utmest conflict ard danger. . The dark-
ness of “unfaithfulness nas: enshrouded

the earth and the illumination of fattn-
f1lness has hecomg?concealed. - All na-
tions  and tribes af “the -werld have

claws anwi-are warring
and fightine with each.other. “The ed:-
fice of man is shattered. Thousands.ef
amilies are wandering - disconsclate |
Thousands af thousands of souls are be-
smeared . with dust and blootd in. the
arena of Lattle and siruggle every
and the. teat of hapiness and lile
overthrown. .. The praminent men: be-
come commanders and boast of blood-
shed and  glory in-destruction.  One
savs:- ‘1 have severed with my sword
the necke of a nation,” and-one: 1
Rave feveled a kiamdom 1o the Sdust™
and annther: I have overthrown tae
foundation of a government’” This is
the piveot around which the pride. ‘ana
glory of munkind are revolvinz. In all
regions, friendship and. uprichtness are
denounced- and reconciliation and re-
card for trath are despsed. The herzld
of peace, reformation. love and recoa-
ciliation is the Religion.af the Blessed
Reauty which has pitched -its tent on
the apex -of the world and proclaimed
jite snmmonns to the neopla. - =0

“Then, ¢V ve friends ot GoAdl  Appre-
cinte the value of this precions Revela-
tion. move and act {n accordance with
it and walk in the straight path . and
the right way: Show it to the people.
Paise the melody of the Kingdom and
spread abroad the:teachings and ordi-
nances of the loving Mord “so that the
world may . hecome another. world, the
Adarkened earth- may hecome “fllumined
and the dead body of the peopie’’'may
obtain -ew life. - Grery sout may seek
everlasting lite through the breath ef
the Merciful.  Life in this mortal world
will- quickly come to an end, and this
earthily.glory. wealth, comfort and hap-
piness will-snon vanish and be no maore.
Symmon ve the people 1o God ang cail
the sonls to the manners and conduet
of the Supreme Concourse. To . thn
srphans be ve kind fathers and: to the
unfortunate a refuge and shelter:.Ta
the phor he a treagure of .wealth. and-
to the sick a remedy and healing. Be
a heiper of every onressed one, the pro--
tectar of every destitute one, he ve ever
mindrul to serve any soul of mankind.
Attachi no_impertance to self-seeking,
re-jectinn. arrngance, appression and en-
mity. Heed them'not. Deal in the con-
trary. way, Re kind in.truth. not aniy
in appearance and outwardly. - Every
soul of the friends of God must.con-
séntrate his mind on- this, that he may.
manifest the merey of - God and  the
Leunty, of the Forgiving One. He must
A0 anmd ta ey sonl whemn he envonn-
ters and render henefit to him. becom-
ing the cause of improving the merais
anfl correcting the thoughts sn that the
licht of gmwidance.may shine forth and
the bounty of His Holiness the Merciful
One may encompass. Love js light in
whatsoever house. it may shine-and en-
i’ ix darknesg in whatsoever - %bhod?
it, dwetl, t

O friends of God! Strive ve so that
this darkness may he utterly dispelted
and the Hidden JMystery may he re-
vealéd.and the realities of things made
evident and. manifest.

¢Sipned)  ABDUL-BAHA - ABRAS.
“Tranglated by Shoghi ' Rabhani, -bir.
Zia M. Ragdadi; Mirza Lotfullah Hakim.
Dr. J. E. Esslemant.

"~ Haifa, Dalestine. Dec. 17, 1918, %

sharpened thei
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