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ABDUL-BAHA

True Happiness, Wisdom and
Progress. The Dawn of
Knowledge.

In our last Talk we referred to this
same parage, calling your attention to
the fact that three distincy periods were
mentioned In that chapter, viz.: Time,
times and an half; on thousand two
hundred and ninety days; and the one
thousand three hundred and five and
thirty days. The first referred to the
time the Bab would uppear, wilch ilg-
ures 1544; the second period. which is
found In the 1lth verse, refers to Ba-
ha'oflah, the Manifestation—and which
reads as follows: “And from the time
thitt the daily sacrifice shall be taken
away, and the abomination that maketh
desuvliate set up, thero shall be u thou-
suand two hundred and ninety days.”

The time of the dafly racrifice refers to
the Jewish eacrifice. They had o daily
werifice, a weekiy, menthiy and yearly
siucritice.  This sacriflce was taken away
from Jerdsnlem in the time of Titus,
who took the city amd destroyed the
temple; which had- been destroved be-
fore and had been rebuilt. When this
event happened, although they could not
worship In the city itself, still they se-
cretly  observed the daily sacrifice
throughout Syria. Later they had the
opportunity of re-entering Jerus:lem:
and although they could not rebuild the
temple, they observed their dally sacri-
1ico.in secret in the city. Now this con-
Unucd until Islum arose, which was In
the year A. D. 622, fifteen vears after
the rite of Islam, its Omar entered Je-
rusiiem, destroyed the daily  sacrifice
and completely degraded the Jews. by
making a1 compict with the Archbishop
agihinst the Jews; so that they would
not be permitted to remain, of to wor-
ship, in Syria, This wus the time when
Omar (Mohammedan Caliph) built the
Mohammedan Temple on the site of the
Jewish Temple (Temple of Solomon).

The angel toid Daniel that from the
time the dajly sacrifice should be taken
away, and the abomination of desolution
set up, would bLe 1,200 days, and 1,290
days, reduced to our time, equals 1,251
plus 622 plus 15, cquals 158S; the year
mentioned In Danfel when all these
things should be finished. In that same
vear, which s equal to the Megira 1305,
the Sullun gave Baha'o’liah freedom to
go outside the city walli™and His first
act, when given His Hberly. was to go
to Zion—Mount Carmel~and pitch His
tent, where he recefveg those who sought
Him; teuaching, counseling and advising
all who calied upon 1lim, for spiritual
enlightcniment; thus fulllling the proph-
cey in Danlel and also In Isaiah 2:2, 3—
“And it shali come to puss In the Jast
days that the mountain of the lLord's
house shall be established in the top
of the tnountains, and sliall be exalted
ihbove all hills; and all natlons shall
flow unte it. And many people shall go
and say, Come ve, and let us go up to
the mountain of the Lord, to the house
of the God of Jacoh: and He wiil teach
us of His wuys, and we will walk in His
paths; for out of Zion shall go forth the
luw, and the word of the Lord from Je-
rusitlem.”

The Blessed Perfection married and
ralsed a family, who accompanied liim
in His exile. In our next Talk we will
have occaslon to speak more fully con-
cerning the different branches, especially
of the Greatest Branch—He who had
branched from the Ancient Root—and
the prophecies In the Bible referring to
Him, ¢

In 1§92 Baha'o'llah pasged away; and
19 vears before, prohpesied the dute of
His departure. He wrote many volumes
which shall soon be translated into the
different languages, for the world to
read; nand left behind written laws and
ordinances, to guide the pcople; and
which ere long shall rule and govern the
inhabitants of the earth.

The following quotatiocns from Hig pre-
cepts in the Hidden Words wlll gerve
to show the beauty and purity of His
wonderful expression;

“0Q Friends! ‘

"Plant not but Hcwers of Love In
the garden of the mind; and wlthdm{:
not thine hand from holding to t!

Nightlnga.li of Aﬂec‘Uon and Yearnini

I el .

s world with joy and fragrance.

Hsteem the companjonship of the fust;
but withdraw hoth thy mind and thy
hand from the friendship of the wicked.

"0, 'Son of the Soil!

“The wise among the peopla are those
who speak not unless they tind a listen-
er; as the cup-bearcr never offers n
cup unless he finds onc desiring it, and
48 the lover, who, unless he has attained
to the Beanty of the Beloved, never cries
out from the depth of his =oul. There-
fore, ¥e¢ also should sow the gralns of
Knowledge and Wisdom in the holy
gronnd of tho mind. and conceal them
there until the Hyucinth of Divine Wis-
dom springs up in thine heart, and not
in the cluy.”

(0, My Servant!

“Shake off the feliers of worldly pos-
sessic ny, and free thyself from the prison
of Seclf. Seize the opportunity, because
theu shalt never sce this time agaln, nor
shalt thou find & similar opportunity.”

0, Fmigrants!

“The tongie is specially for Commem-
orgtion: . »hute it not with slander. If
ya be canquered by (lery passion, ocoupy
Fourself with  mentioning  your own
faults, and not with slandering My crea-
tures: bhecauge every one is more con-
reious of and letter informed of his
IWn soul than of’ the souls of My serv-
ants*

This—an oxXtruct from a Tablet:

“Defile noi the tongue with cursing or
the cxeecration of any one, and guard
the eve from that which is not seemly—
Be not a cause of grief, much less of
strife and sedition. It {s hoped that ve
will he nurtured in the shade of the
Lotus tree of Diivine Grace, and practice
that which God desireth, Ye are all
leaves of one tree and drops of one
seqa.” i

“0, Friends!

“Consort sith all the people of th
If there
be to you i word or cssence whereof
others than yYou a:re devold, communioato'
it and sbow it forth in the lunguage of
alfectien and kindness: If it be receh'cd]

iand be effective, the object ig attained:
and if not, leave it to hin, and with re-
sard to him. denl not harshly, but pray.
The lungunge of love i8 the lodestone of
hedrts and the foml of the goul: it stands
in the relation of ideas 1o words, and is
an horlzon for the shining of the Sun of
Wisdom and Knowledge.”

Baha'o'llah says in His Books:

“Is It possible that . reasonable tman
would make a declaratinon rendering him
rldiculous o evervhody, unless that
min were sustalned by God? They have
mude conjectures that I have had in
view the immortalizing of My Name, hut
s It pusisble one uncertain of MHving un-
tii the morrow would work for nothing
but his giory? 1 have alwa)s seen the
sword hanging over my head, If God
ought to punish you bhecause you have
believed in Me, from what motive would
He have refrained from punishing you
for your previous bellef? Give your
nroofs, YWhat are the proofs that make
you believe in God teday? and what are
the proofs which make you refuse to lm-I
lleve jn Me?" -
(To ba continued.) \
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