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ABDUL-BAHA

True Happiness, Wisdom and
Progress. The Dawn of
Knowledge.

(Continued from last week.)

The "herds™ und “flocks” in prophecy
refer to people, as shawn In Ezekliei
34:30, as follows: “And ye my fluck,
the flock of my pasture, are men, and
I am your God, saith the Lord God.”
Accordingly Achor §s to be i duor of
hope for the people of God; a place for
His people to lic down in, who have
dillgently sought Him; where they may
rest in a reul, true knowledge of God;
and through which door shall go forth
the uplifting word to the uttermost purts
of the earth. (N. B—This Is the samo
Acre mentioned in history, that Richard
Coeur de Lion, king of England, with
tiiy French allies, besteged for two years
from A. D, 1187, during the holy wars of
the Crusade. I was at this same Acre
where Napoleon Bonaparte met his rex)
defeat in 179% A, D
his sayings: “The slightest circum-
slances produce the preatest events,"
said Napoleon. “Had St. Jean d' Acre
fallen, 1 should have changed the face
of the world:” and agaln, “The fate of
the cast luy in that small own.”

In that obscure but rem:rkable place
the triumphant march of the remowned
infidel, who hoped to rute the world, was
checked; there, indeed, and not at Wu-
terloo, as generally suposed, was his
lofty amblition crushed and all hope of
realizing his cherished dream destroyed,
And there, too, in the next century, was
the Glortous Standard of God raised to
wave in the breeze of justice, love and
universal pence, over the people of all
the earth. ‘Inftdelity. armayed in all the
glory of grandeur of Imperial Great-
nesy, nourished by popuiar admiration
and the widespread flutteries of like ay-
plrants, encouraged by milltary success,
and supported by national enthusiasm,
and tho most formidable army the world

had ever seen, met with its daownafull at}

Acre. And the spirit of the Great God,
arrayed in the modesty and stinplicity
of spiritual atiire, lJowlness, meekness
and humility, oppressed and persecuted
by kings and princes, misrepresented,
maligned and villified by national ani-
mosity, and the widespread antagonism
of the most diversificd army of creeds,
doctrines, fads and isms the world has
ever scen, urose at Achor, te shine forth
in all the fullness of its splendor, grand-
eur and magnificence, and to rettect its
brilliant rays of transcendent light, to
enlighien and uplift humanity, through
the Chosen Miyror, the Prisoner and
Exile, the Aspersed and Dersecuted
Buha'o'llah.

Many wonder why He, who is all pow-
erful both in heaven and on carth, should
tolerate the wrongs imposcd upon Him
when by the utterance of a single word
He could stop it. In answer tu thls, we
can only remind you that He was to
come 3 the “Prince of Peace”; and
coming as such, He must under al} ¢ir-
cumstances show forth corresponding
qualities and attributes; in faet, the
greal sign by which the Prince wonld
be known would be by the manifesta-
tlon of these very quaulities and uttri-
butes. And as the tree is known by
fts fruits, we know that Baha was that
Prince,” by his qualities and attributes;
for to those who reviled Him, he reviled
not aguin: He loved them that hated
Him; did good to them that despitefully
used Him: and laid the foundation for
the attainment of knowledge and xel-
ence, the like of which is not 1o be ’3'\‘-
tained 1n all the colleges and libraries of
the world.

In the 24th Chatper of Matt., Christ
speaking of these dayvs, sald:  “Behold,
1 have told you hefore. Wherefore if
they shall say unto you, Rehold, He is
in the desert; go not furth: behold, He
is in the sccret chambers; helieve it not.
For as the lighining cometh vut of the
cast, and shineth cven untn the west,
s0 shall also the coming of the Son
of man bhe. Ior wheresvever the car-
cass i, there wilt the eables he gathered
together.,” liecre Christ reminds us that
He shull come from the East. Asx the
matterial Sun rises in the kast, to light
the physical world, so also the Sun of
Truth will rise In the LEast, to shine
forth its spiirtual lght, and “where-
soever the earcirss fx, there will the
eagles he gathered together.” The sec-
ond Chapter of Daniel also gives us o
nndedstand that he will appear in Per-
sia” (the East). And the word of God.
19:38, emphatically declared, “And I will
destroy from thence Lhe king and: the
princes, saith the Lord.”

At the time of this propheey FElam
formed a parg of Persii (as may he geen
by referring to the Bible Atlas) ! ex-
tending from above the head waters of
the Perslun Guif, to its western boun-
dary; that section of territory which
taday takes in tha capital clty, TehWeran,
the place where Baha'e'llah. The (reat
Prince, The Manifestation of Gucl., tirst
appeared.
Prophet Daniel was given his wohder-
ful vision, confirming the ahove plroph-
ecy of Jeremiah, in the most emyphatic
and convircing manner, giving thiz ex-
act place and date of tho beginning of
the New Dispeneation, where, and when,
He would set His Throne, ns recorded
in the 8th Chapter of Daniel, 2hd, 13th
and 14th verses. “And Ifsaw in a vision:
and it came to pass, when I saw, that 1
was at Shushan in the ce, which is
in the Province of Elam;"” Mgnje] 8:2)—
*“In the Palace of Shush- ~Shuban, 1.
e, the Capltal City of ' And
is it not somewhat ‘\c,m
Baha'o'llah declared H* '™
ital City of the Persi
day? Verses 13 and
Daniel, refer to th:
coming. In this »
agked that certair
should be that: hif
the ‘ost be trodd:
apswered: “Twe
hundrec%- days; th?

. as recorded amongl.

The same spot where thel'

be cleansed.” This propheey dates from
the twentieth year of the reign of Arta-
xehxes; that is to #ay, in the year 299
of the foundition of Rome, or 456 vears
before Christ; thus 2300 minus 456
equals 18447 or vice versa, 1844 plus 436
equals 2300. By flgures we are brought
to the year 1544 of our era, or the Year
1260 of the Hegira of the Prophet Mo-
hammes], whose Calipll succesors con-
quered, and have occuried, to this day,
the Holy Land, and, troden the IHoly;
City under fuot forty and -two mouths
1260 years,

The Sth and 8th Chapters of Daniel ayj
wonderfnl chapters, containing proph
cles of the first and second comlng,«f
Christ. Teo explain them fully het
would occupy too much time and spa}.
but some timme in the fature the aut'T
hopes he may have that pleasure. /]

Christ did not glve any date Him/if,
but when asked the question refé ed
them to Daniel. Matt. 24:3—"And a.He
sut upon the mount of Olives, the gci-

ples came unto Him privately, ing;
Tell us, when shall thege thi he?
and what shall be the sign of Tly com-

ing, and of the end of the world] After
cautioning them about certain decepn-
tions, which would be employe, to de-
celve the people, and ageinst wich they
were to be gearded, He refers them (o]
Daniel for their answer, 12th Chapter,
11th Yerse, ws follows: (Mat. 24:15),
“When ye therefore shall see {1e abomi-
nation of desclation, spoken o by Dan-
icl the Praphet, stand in the holy piace
(whoso readeth, let him unde-stand).”
N (Continued next weef.)
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