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ABDUL-BAHA 
True Happiness, Wisdom and 

Progress. The Dawn of 
Knowledge. 

THE REAL TRUTH 

To comprehend -the real import of 
these words, we have only to recall the 
subsequent stirring events in’ France, 
in the year 1870, which doubtless are 
fresh in the memory of all. Up to the 
middle of the year 1870, no crowned 
head felt the dignitied assurance of royal 
safety and security as did the Emperor 
ve Fiance. Sapuiwon ii oeievea nim-e 

self and his klngdom to be impregnable: 
but to quote the words of a French 
historian, no greater delusion ever found 
repose in the breast of royalty. - 

Regarding this particular time, Suth- 
erland Menzies, in his history uf lrance 
from the earliest time tu 1880, says: 

“In these days a dictatorship can only 
he temporary. Napoleon Ii] knew it 
well, and at the same moment that he 
took possession of the throne, he had 
promised that liberty shotld gne day 
crown the new political editlee, After 
Solferino (N. B.—His great victary over 
Francis Joseph of Austria, 18A%), he 
mediated bringing it back to French In- 
stitutions, to which it was recalled py 
the increasing contlidence and Prosperity 
of the country" “in the midst of this 
prophecy and these hopes, a storm sud- 
denly arose under which the cinpire 
foundered and France was precipitated 
into an ubyss of grief and misery,”"—the 
war against Prussia, July, 1870. 
Two years before this, he, the Em- 

peror, received these words of warning 
from the Blessed Perfection: but he 
heeded them not, and as n result, the 
humiliation that he told him wus has- 
tening after him. overtook him before 
the end of 1870. In July of that year, 
the world was suddenly startled by the 
amiuzing announcement that Prussia, tr 
that day considered, in the eyes of the 
world, an insignificant nation, had the 
hoidness and temerity, single-handed, tno 
declire wor against the great warlike 
nation of France: a natton which only 
a little over half a century before, made 
all Europe tremble. and her aliied ar- 
mies quake with fear and dread. Nat- 
withstanding, Prussian demanded = the 
Provinces_of Alsuce.and Lorraine, and 
served France with wotiee that if her 
Genands were not complied with forth- 
with, she would sieze them by farce of 
arms; dignified France, intoxlested with 
the flattering memories of past victories, 
achieved through =the prowess and 
greatness of her military standing, 
scorned thelr presumption, and to the 
surprise of the world, Prussin called to 
arms 1,500,000 trained men tu enforce 
her demands: the most formidable mr- 
chinery of war that the world hus seen. 

Napoleon marshalled the proud arniy 
of Vratice ta meet his fae but alas' 
“humiliation was hastening after him." 
The terrifle shot and shell of the de- 
termined Prussian threw the valiant 
columns of France into hetpless confu- 
sion and disorder, and like reapers in 
the harvest tield, the sturdy suldiers 
of His Teutonic: Majesty mowed dows 
the proud armies of Mrance like crass. 
Such tremendous shiughter was never 
before heard of, in the space ef time in 
whien the engagements lasted hetween 
these two nations. War was declared 
in July (1870), and by the Guh of Au- 
Bust, Weilssenburg, Retchshofen and 
Forbach had fallen, before.the crushing 
advance :f the deadly foe. tim Septem- 
ber 2nd, the Emperer capitulated at 
Sedan: Marshal Raznine at Metz, octe- 
ber 24th. Following this. Strasheure 
succumbed after a short but sharp bam- 
bardment:; then, the order was given hy 
the victorious commander of the Prus- 
sian forces, to.marel te Paris. ere a 
last determined resistance was made: 
but in spite nf their courage, igainst 
disciplined and victorious soldiers, the 
provincial armies were crushed: and 
when. after 131 days of siese, after a 
month's’ bombardment, famfne forced 
Paris to lower the drawhridkes of her 
forts, In uncanditional Surrender, noth- 
ing more remained-hut to submit to the 
law of the conqueror; and thus the 
glory of the proud Emperor and, the 
sreatness of his kingdom faded a ay. 
dke snowflakes hefore the melting Bays 
of a summer sun. - After the blood@fand 
arnage uf the Invading army ‘had /; 
ided, the subjects of the Emperor: 
eized with a violent commotion, 
esulted In the overthrow of th Le 

archy, and the establishment of a re- 
poblies; which form of vovernment has 
lasted up to the present day, Finally, 
he sought refuge in England, where he 
died cin exile) shortly after; as fore- 
told hy the Blessed Perfection. 

The facts connected with the down- 
fall of the last monarch of France, and 
the disruption of his klnedom, should 
he sufficient ta awaken any thoughtfol 

mind toa realization of the preat day 
in which we are living; the day which 
has witnessed the Lord of Hosts among 
us, 

The Franco-Prussian war was the 
shortest. sharpest amd) mast decisive to 
he found in the annals of history. And 
Why? Because the Lord of Hosts de- 
chired “humiliation was hastening after 
the Emperar; that his empire would de- 
part from him; that commotion should 
Seize the people, unless he arose to as- 
sist in the cause of the righteaus and 
follow the spirit in the right way: that 
Nis glory liad made bind proud: but it 
-Should not endure, but should pass away, 
taless he.moved to take hold of the 
firm rope." 

The Shah of Persian received a most 
wonderful tahlet, dealing with the re- 
ligious rights and liberties of the peo- 
ple. The messenger who delivered it 
was selzed by the raeval guards and put 
fo death tn the most tiendish manner. 
While if ts not claimed that the act was 
in compliance with the command of the 
Sharh, nevertheless Ilis Mighness did not 
Interfere to prevent the extreme cruel- 
ties inflleted, which ended in a slow and 
tortuous death. It is a remarkable co- 
incidence that both the Shah of Persia 
and the Sultan of Turkey, under whose 
respecuive rules these barharous perse- 
entions were sanctioned, should both be 
suddenly cut off hy the hand of an as- 
fassin. The Sultan und several of his 
cabinet ministers were murdered, as you 
know, while holding a cabinet meeting, 
nhout the clove of the Turko-Russian 
war in Sth, and the Shatin the spring 
of 1896, in the midst of his jubilee cele- 
brations, The latter event must be 

fresh In the memory of all, as our dally. 
napers gave tull and graphic accounts 
of the tragic affnir. 

The Queen of England condescended 
to send a polite reply to the effert that, 
“if he were God, nothing contd over- | 
threw him or his teachings, but if he. 
were not, he would come to naught": or 
wards ta that effect. In reply the 
Btessed Perfection assured her that she 
would enjoy a long and = pwosperaus 
reign; and we all know that this has 
heen fully veritled, as na crowned head 
of England reigned so long as Queen 
Victoria, 
“advanced as she hag during the past 
thirty Years; her populattyun has been 
doubled, and her territory almost 
trebied. These are facts which can be 
had from statistics. It is also remark- 
able that the Czar of Ruasia should: be 
the trst to call a peace conference of 
all the nations. 

Regarding the prophecics concerning 
the place and time of the Lord's cam- 
ing. we shall at this present time quote 
a few passages to show thut the events 
we hive so far reluted are in exact ac- 
cord with the Scriptures. We read in 
Hlosen, chapter 2, verse 15: “And } will 
give her her vineyards from thenee, and 
the valley of Achor for & dour of hope: 
and she shall sing there, as in the days 
of her youth, and as in the day when 
she came up out of the land of Meypt.” 
And in Isniah 65:10: “Ang sharon shall 
he a fold of Mocks, and the valley of 
Achor a place for the herds to lic dawn 
in. fur ny people that have seught me.” 

Continued next week. 
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