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 ABDUL-BAHA

True Happiness, Wisdom and
Progress. The Dawn of
Knowledge.

Before taking up the leading events
which tollowed the declaration of The
Manifestiation, let us aguin refer to one
of the Bible passages quoted in our first
talk, viz, Micah 1:2, 3—as follows:
“liear, all ye pcople; hearken, O earth,
and all that therein fs: and let the Lord
God be witness against yow, the Lard
from His Holy Temple. Tor, behoid, the
Lord cometh forth out of His place, and
will come down, gnd tread upon the high
places of the earth.,” Observe, the com-
mand is here for ali the people 10 henr,
for all the earth to hearken. The com-
mand is nnt addressed to the Jew only,
or to the Christian, or any of the other
religlous sects, who are looking for the
coming of their Promised One; but is
addressed to the people of all the na-
tions and religions; hence the One who
ippears And puts forth the claim of
divinity must, of necessity, show forth
all the characteristics, qualities amd at-
tribiites of God: be able to furnish
proofs which can he verlfied from the
text bnoks of all religions (of divine orl-
gin); and possess the power of drawing
all hearts together, and, by the convin-
cing evidence of His claim unite them
into one harmonious whole. To accom-
plish  this miraculous undertaking,
thoughtful minds are agreed, would in-
deed require the specinl  power and
actial presence of the Mighty One Him-
self, and the text just quoted coniirms
this belief, as it plainly states, * ¢« + =
let the Lord God be witness against you,
the Lord from His Ioly Temple. For.
behold, the Lord cometh forth out of His
place, and wil come down, and tread
upon the hikh places of tho earth.”

It is needless to say, all the predic-
tions of the Bab concerning “Him whom
God would manifest” have, in every par-
tcular, been completely fulfilled, and
the alvine characteristics, nuallties and
attributes of the Blessed Perfection fully
manifested in the person of Baha'o'llah.

That such a great teacher was nceded
In this age of diversified doctrines,
creeds, fuds and “Isms"—what honest.
thoughtful person wiil deny? Mankind
left to his own wll), and following the
dictates of human desire, passion and
lust, has ever arrfved at an alienated
conditlon from His Lord; thus neccessi-
tating a manifestation of God 10 re-
claim him and teach him the way of
right living; and foreseeing the coundi-
tions which would obtain in the latter
days, He declared through Christ and
the prophets, that the Lord of the Vine-
vard would come Himselt and “make
the crooked things straight™; “He whose
rgoing forth has been from of old from
everlasting”—the word ‘that was in the
beginning, the word that was with God,
the word that was God, the same word
would he made tlesh and dwell amang
us.—~(John, 1st Chap.)...

The followers of Baha'o'llah claim and
helieve He was that Word manifested In
the flesh: and that 21t the prnphecies|
relating to tho advent of the Lord of
Hosts have (in Him) beon fulfilled to
the letter, supporting thelr clitim with'
the most convinelng proofs. But the
greatest of ali proofs are the words, and
the waorks, the purity and perfection of
the beautitul life of Ruha'o'llah Him-
self. That He way the Divine Mani-
festation promised, who would appear
In the latter days, notwithstanding the
rulers of—"The people thit walked in
darkness whn saw the great light, they
that dwell in the land of the shadow of
death and upon whom the light shined”
—as recorded {n the second verse of the
3th chapter of Isaiah—failed to recog-
nize “Him whom God would manfest,”
as declared by the Bab: hut on the con-
trary, heing led hy that flagrant spirit
of hatred and matice, which found plens-
ure and satisfaction only in persecuting
and killing the Bab and His faithful fol-
lowers, they flashed the malevolent ar-
rows of thelr bitter enmity against Him,
and for & number of months consigned
Him, bound in chains, to the inclosed
gloom of solitude and prison walls. But
these extremeo measures of torture, op-
pression "and persecution @id not stop
the spread of Iis HHeavenly teachings;
but, on the contrary, served only as a
power{ul reflector to spread the Light
more brilllantly, which Light has al-
ready reached the uttermost paris of the
earth. To follow Him in dew:ll from
Teheran to the Holy City, or even to
relate but a very few of the wonderful
things we have to tell, would indeed be
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| In this ik is simply to give some lead-

N \
mare than human mind could absorh at
vne hearing.

I.ike the time of Christ—"Ha (Christ
spake (o them as they were able to henl
"—1, e.. as they were able to grasp am
underztand the things He had to tel}
concerning the Kingdom., Owur purpose

ing facts and proofs. Then, to those
who desire to hear more, we shall be
most happy to gratify their wish at any
stiuted time tipun which we can mutually
auree,

Haha'ollah, most generally alluded to
hy Belicvers as the “Manifestation” or
“Rlessed Perfection,” was barn In Te-
heran In the yesr A, DL 18IT; and de-
clare)l Himselt, ag hefore mentjonsd, to
s notable tollowelrs in the yoar 1862,
In 1852 He was Imprisaned in Toheren
four months, and all His person .« p ap-,
erty conliscated. After His release from|
the prizon He was sent to  Bagdad,
Wherr Dhe remulned twelve years, from
thenee He 'was gent to Constantinorls
under a military escort: after a fow
months' stay at the latter placeo lle wits
Sent. tn Adrianople. AL Adrinnopln he
was kept about Hve yeurs, after which
thine He wus exiled to Aere, n senport in
Syria on  the Mediterrand wy, ayvrivines
there on Aux. 31, 1868, Aer (of AKdus:
is A penal colony in the -~ <. don ol
the Sublime Porte, the sultar, ~ Pur-
Key., It Ig sitnated, as deso,ibad in
Psalms 4§:2—"Beautiful for sttuntion, the
Joy of the svhole earth, is Mount Zinn,
on the sides of the north, the Chyy of
the great King.” *“On the sides of the
north"—1, e, on the opposita side of.
the Harbor of HMalfa (Syrin) faclng.
Mount Carmel: in the center you might
say of the land of praphecies and DI-
vine Manifestations,

letween the yvears 18684 and 1868 Tab-
lets were sent out by Ei-Baha, through
speclal carriers, to the crowned heads
of all nations; to the pore of Rome and
other noted dignitaries; notifving them
that their Lord had come, and inviting
them to partake of His great Supper;
thus lternlly fulfilling the prophecy of
Christ, expresesd In the parable of tho
great supper, Luke 14th Chapter, begin-
ning at the 1ith verse—"And when one
of them that sat at meat with Him
heard these things, He said unto Him,
Hlessed is he that shall eat bread in
the kingdomn of God"”-—meaning material
and spiritual bread.  (16th  verse)—
“Then said He unto him, A certain man
mado a great supper, and bade many:
And sent hix servant at supper time to
say to them that were bidden, Come;
for all things are now ready. And they
all with one consent began to mike ex-
cuse. The first sald unto him, 1 have
bought a piece of ground, and 1 must
neodds go and see it: 1 pray thes have
me excused. And another saild, I have
bought five yoke of oxen, nand [ go to
prove them: I pray thee have me ex-
cused., And another said, I ave married
a wife, and therefore 1 cannot come,”
ete,, etc.—material consideration of this
ephemeral life heing to them of greater
importance than that which is eternal.
Just here iet us call your attention to
the fact that the land, five yoke of oxen
and wlife, mentioned in these verses,
have a deep sigmificance (In & symbolic
sense) which can he explained in order.
As a matter of course, nearly all these
invitations were treated with sitent con-
tempt by the recipients.

The President of the United Stntes re-
ceived a most wonderful Tablet, a eopy
of which {8 in our possession.

Tho emperor of France anade the re-
ceipt of his first Tnblet an occasion of
|zreal. swelling words. That Tabilet alone
is a sufficient proof of the divinity of
the Blessed Ferfection. It was revealed
"when Napoleon 111 was so powerful that
he kaid, “On this Globe | am the one
God.”" In such a time, the second Tablet
was sent himn, amd its centents published
iover the world, For his sncers, the
Blessed Perfcction told him In this lat-
ter Tablet thiat he would lose his king-
dom and he himself dle in exile, It was
! published two years before the prophecy
icame to pass,. The follawing {s an ex-
|lrnct from that remarkable Tablet,
which can be found in the Jaurnal of the
| Royal Asiatic Society:
i “Because of what thou hast done, af-
fairs shall be changed in thy kingdom,
and the empire shall depart from thy
‘hands ns a punishment for thine action.
‘Thou shailt find thyself in manifest Joss,
and commotfon shall seize the peaple;
then, unless thou arlseth to assist in
this matter, and followest the Spirit in
this straight way—thy glory hath made
thee proud—hy My 1fe: verily, it shall
1ot endure. hut shall pass away, unless
thou takest hold of this firm rope. We
have seen humiliation bhastening after
thee while thott art of those who slept.” |
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