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" ABDUL-BAHA

True Happiness, Wisdom and
Progress. The Dawn of
Knowledge.

BENEFITS OF GOD TO MAN.

God nlone ordereth all things and is all
powerful, Why then does He send trials
to His servants?

The trials of man are of two kinds: (a)
The consequences of his own actions. If
a Mman eats too much he ruing his diges-
tion. 1If he takes polson he pecomes It
or dles. If a person gambles he will
lone his money. If he drinks too much he
will lose hiy equilllbrium, A}l these suf-
ferings are caused by the man himselr,
and it is quite clear, therefore, thut cer-
tnin sorrows are the results of our own
decds. (h) Other sufferings there arc
which come upon the falthful of God.
Congider the great sorrows endured by
Christ and by His apostles. ‘Those who
suffer most attain the greatest perfec-
tionr, Those who declare a wish to suf-
fer much for Christ's sake must prove
their sincerity, ‘Fhose who proclnim their
longing to muke great sacrifices can
prove thelr truth only by their deeds.
Job proved the fidellty of hls love for
God by being faithful through his great
adversfty, as well a8 during the pros-
perity of his life. The apostles of Christ
who steadfastly bore all their trlals and
sufferings—did they not prove their faith-
fulness?  Wag not their endurance the
best proof?

These griefs are now ended,

Calaphas and Peter,

Calaphas lived a comfortable and happy
Hfe, while Peter’s life was full of sor-
row aud trlal. Which of these two is the
wore to he envied? Assuredly we should
chooge the present state of Peter, for he
npossesses immertal MHfe, whilst Calaphas
hay won cternal shame, The trials of
Peter tested his fidellty. Tests are bene-
fits from God, for which we should thank
Him, Griefs and sorrows do not come to
us by chance, They arc sent to us by the
divine mercy for our own perfecting.

While a man is happy he may forget
his god: but when grlef comes and sor-
rows overwhelm him, then will he re-
memher his Father who is in heaven and
whe s uable to dellver himm from his
humiliations,

Men who suffer not attain no perfec-
tion. The plant most pruned by the gar-
deners is that one which, when the sum-
mer comes, will have the most beautiful
blossoms and the most abundant fruit.

Chastened for His Good.

The aborer cuts up the carth with his
plow, and from that earth comes the rich
and plentiful barvest. The more 3 man
is chastened the greater is the harvest of
spiritual virtwes shown forth hy him, A
soldier 1x no good general until he has
been in the front of the ticrcest bhattle
and has received the deepest wounds.

The prayer of the prophets of CGod
hay always been and stil fs: *Oh, God!
| long ta lay down my life in the path to
Thee! | desire to shed iny blood for
Thee, and to make the supreme sieri-
fice.”

When 2 man has found the joy of life
in one place he returns to that same
spot to find more joy. When a man has
found gold in & mine he returns again to
that mine to dig for more gold.

This shows the internal force and
man, and the power of vital energy which
natural instinet which God has given to
i born in him.

The West has always received spir-
itunl enlightenment from the Iast. The
Soni of the Kingdom is first heard in the
East, but in the West the greater volume
of sound bhursts upon the llstening ears.

Christ's Teachings Spread.

The Lord Christ arose as a lright
star fn the eastern sky. but the light of
Hig teaching shone more perfectly in the |
West, where His influence has taken |
root more firmnly and Hi¢ cause has
apread to a greater degree than in the
land of His birth,

The sound of the song of Christ has
echoed over all the lands of the western
world and entered the heatts of its people,

The people of the West are firm, and
the foundations on which they build are
of rock. They are steadfagt, and do not
casily forpet

The West is like a strong, sturdy plant
~—when the rain falls gently upon it to
glve it nourishment, and the sun shines !
upon i, then does it blossom in due time
and bring forth good f{rult. 1t §a a
long time since the sun of Truth, mir-
rored forth by the Lord Chriat, has shed
fts radiance upon the West, for the face
of God has been veiled by the sin and
forgetfuiness of man,

Holy Spirit Speaks.

But, now again, pralse be to God, the
Holy Spirit speaks anew to the world!
The constellation of love and wisdom and
power {8 once more shining from the di-
vine horizon to give joy to all who turn
thelr faces to the Light of God. Bnha-
‘o’llah has rent the vell of prejudice and
superstition which was stifiing the souls
of men. Iet us pray to God that the
breath of the Holy Spirit may again glve
hope and refreshment to the people,
, awakening in them a desire to do the will
of God. May heart and soul be verifled
 in every man; so will they all rejolce
. in a new birth.

Then ghall humanity put on.a new gar-
ment in the radiance of the love of God,
and it shall he the dawn of a new
creation, Then will the mercy of the
most merciful be showered upon all man-
kind and they wil arise to a new lfe,

My earnest desire §s that you wlll al
strive and work for thia glorlous end:
that vou will be faithful and loving work-
ers in the bullding of the new apiritual
civilization; the eclect of God, in willing
Joyful obedience carrying out His supreme
design, Success ia truly at hand, for the
flag of divinity has been ralsed aloft and
the sun of righteousness of God appear-
eth upon the horizon in the sight of all
men.

(Continued next weck.)

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



