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ABDUL-BAHA

True'Happiness, Wisdom and
Progress. The Dawn of !
Knowledge. |

Man and Nature,

Observe the kingdom of genesis and
examine carcfully the ercated abjects,
and we dizcover the order of creation,
Take the ferocious animals which are
not to be seen in thefr earliest child-
hood, even in the later days of their
lives but rarcly; take for our consldera-
tlon the plm 15 part of the great creas
tion, and w& will find ay are subjects
of a universal Inw, a law which is most
complete, most perfect, which ¢an not
be surpassed.  That §s why & great
philosopher, & very wise nman, has de-
clured thus: “There fg no great or
more perfect system in the realm of gen-
esis than that which already extsts*
The materialist or athefst states that
this symmetry, thig perfect order, the
composition. this decomposition, thig
existence, this non-existence, are all the
exlzencies of mature. It (% nature that
governs and rules over all human belngs,
and all existing objects, 2ll phenomenal
objecls are ciptives of thig nature, even
man i3 an exigency of pature. When we
fludy carcfully we find ihat this phe-
nomenal helng, or this worlg, is subject
to an exnct oider. It |5 ypdepr law, a
universal Jaw, but the question arises as
to whether or not thig order, this per-
fect symmetry which exists [n nature, {3
caused or is duc to nature fitself, or
whether jt ts due to g divine rule. The
materiallsts declare that jt 45 gn ex-
Igency of nature for the rain to fall
upon the ground, and that §¢ it were not
for-the rain, nature woyrq not become
verdant; that if the goyg shall cause n
{ downpour, if the sun ghgy send forth its
heat nnd light (Drovideg the earth be
nossessed of capaclly), gt 5~ ymngesibye
not to conceive vegetation under these
conditions. ~Thefore plant yire 35 syb-
Ject to nature—it is g slgn of nature.
The fire has no naturg) nroperty—the
1 function of conflagration or burning; fire

burns. Inasmuch 28 the nagyre of fire,
therefore, is burning, ye, cannot con-
celve of fire without ftg burning, In re-
sponse to thesc statemeptg we say, ace
cording to these premises, the aonelusion
arrived at is that natyre 1s the ruler:
nature Is the governor, for oy virtues or
perfections are oxigencies of this nature,
as pature of necessity mygy 1o ypa pup
Ing force in all thingg,
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exigency of this nature, 1s but a member
thereof, and nature §s the whole.

Man Is possessed of certaln virtues of
which nature s dispossessed. Man is
possessed of volition, of which nature is
vold. TFor instance, an oxigency of the
sun is the giving of light, It §s forced;
it cannot do otherwise; it has a radiant
Hght, but it Is not volitionnl, An exi~
gency of nature, with regard to thls
force known as cleetrieity, is that it ghall
llumine when In this form. It cannot
Kive light; it cannot force its light; it has
no volition of its own. An exigency of
property of water {s humidity. Water
cannot be conceived without humidity.
It is not volitional. Likewise, all prop-
erties of nature are inherent and natural
—not volitional. Hence it ts stated philo-
sophleally that nature Is vold of volition
and void of innate perception, and in
this wwe agree with the materialfst,

(Continued next week.)
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