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The Principal Cause That Led to the Civil War and 

Freeing of the Slaves and How Their Education Dur- 
ing the Past Fifty Years Is to Lead io UNITY. 

By THOMAS MAXWELL 

The principal cause that led to the Civil 
War and freeing of the slaves: In the 
yeur 1817, a son was born in Nur (menn- 

ng Nebt) near Teheran, Persha He was 
of ancient royal Hneage, a son of an ex- 

vizier. From his youth although unedu- 
cated, wus held in high regard. 

As one having authority. 
clared himself as God. Between the years 
1864 and 1868 he sent messages by spectal 
courfer to all the rulers und = crowned 
heads of the world, saying who and what 
hoe was. ‘To Queen YVictorin he sent a 
beautiful message, ta which she replied “If 
he were Goad nothing could overthrow 
him or his teachings, but If he were not 
he would come to naught.” In reply he 
wrote saying she Would have a long and 
giorious reign, and no crowned head of 
England reigned as long as Queen Victo- 
Fla, 

To the President of the United States 
(Abraham Lincoln) he sent a most won- 
derful message, as follows: 

A Tablet to America. 

O rulers of Amerlea and presidents of 
the republic therein: Harken to the 

atrains of the dove on the branch of eter- 

nity, whieh are vocal with the melody of, 
“There is no God but me, the everlasting, 
the forgiver, the generous.” 

Adorn the temple of dom{nion with the 
embrokiered garment of justice and vir- 
tue, and {ts head with the diadem of the 
celebration of your Lord, the Creator of 
the heavens and the earth; thus doth 
the day-spring of the names command you 
on the part of the all-knowlng and wise. 

The promised one hath appeared tn this 
exulted station. whereat smiled the 
mouths of existence, of both the seen 
and the unseen. 

O people, avail yourselves of the day of 
God; verily, to meet Him is indeed better 
unto you than that upon Which the sun 
risecth, were ye of those who know. 

O concourse of statesmen, harken unto 
that voice which is raised from the day- 

spring of greatness that “there is no God 
but me, the speaker, the all-knowing." 

Aasist with the hands of justice the 
broken-hearted (oppressed) and crush the 
great oppressors with the scourges of the 

commands of your Lord, the powerful, the 
wise. 

The war was started, the emancipation 
proclamation was {ssucd, the war ended 
with the slaves freed. Then came the 
beginning of the education of the Negro. 
In the 50 years since the freedom of the 
slaves, no reece throughout the world 
has made the progress that has been 
made by the Negro. <As 6§0- years 
ago being as a class’ uwuneduented, 
today they stand as shining lights as to 
what education in 50 years will do. The 
arts, sciences, music, Hterature and med- 
icine. Look at the difference where their 
former masters after 3,000 yeurs of edu- 
ention have stood still, if anything, have 
gone backward. Where the former slave 
has steadily advanced, and now on unedu- 
cated Negro is a rarity. It is through 
thelr untiring efforts that we have a new 
South, through the cultivation of the 
8round and education. It is thelr efforts 
that have made it, not the former slave- 
holder. During the past 50 years their 
advancement in education js only to pre- 

pare them for what Is thelr just dues, 
having earned al! but unity. Now the 
time Is ripe to Hft the color ban, and for 
all to proclaim unity of the races. 

in 1844 there was a son born to this 
son of the ex-vizler. Who Is called Ab- 
dul Baha (Servant of God}, who in 1912 
spoke at Hull House as follows regarding 
the colored race: J wish to discuss for 
you a philosophic subject, a subject of 
divine philosophy, which is abtuse in Its 
nature, and I want your closest atten- 

tion for its consideration. Now the ques- 
tlon of the colored and the white Is one 
In Which both, as regards the material, 
&re one and there are certain pointe of 
distinction. These points of contact are 
numerous, for the colored and white are 
both human of body, and both have what 
's known az the body vegetative, both 
have the tangible properties. Thes?: are 
the points of partnership. It has barome 
evident, therefore, that the points of \con- 
tact between the two are four, both\are 

IIe spoke : 

In 1862 he de- | 

material, human, both the same as the 
vegetable, have that property augmenta- 
tive, both as the animal, have the tangi- 
ble senses, and both are endowed with {n- 
teligence. And as regards you here in 
this country, there is another point of {m- 
portance, namely, patriotism. That is com- 
mon to both, and from the standpoint 
of language, you share that both of you 
speak the same tongue. and you have in 

common the same civilization. And now, 
with theso numerous points of partner- 
ship or contact and the one potnt uf alt- 
ference, which $s of the least Importance, 
that of color, are you going to allow this 
lenst of differences, namely, that of colar, 
to separate you? All the five senses and 

tangible properties of man, you shire, As 
Ttegards Intelligence, you are bath en- 

dowed therewith. Patriotism is common 

to both, From the point of language there 
Is a point of contact. Your civilization 
ja one and the same. From the stand- 
point of religion you are one and the 
same. One point of distinction, and 
that is color. Is it meet, Is it becoming, 
with all these points of contact, for this 
least point of distinction or difference, 
should thera be any separation or difrer- 
ence? Indeed not. God Is not pleased. 
nor is any Intelligent man pleased. Nor 
fa any reasonable man willing to have 
any difference because of that. But there 
is need of a great, powerful agent which 
ean overcome all these prejudices, A pow- 
et Which nothing in the world can with- 
stand, and which may overcome all other 
powers, and that power is the love of 
God, which power can overcome all forces. 
and I hope that that one power may erad- 
feate this one point of difference and may 
unite you all, go that hereafter thero 

shall be no distinction. His Hotiness, 
Baha ‘O'llah, has proclaimed to the world 
the oneness of the world of humanity. 
He has declared that the difference jn col- 
or in the human kingdom fs similar to 
the differences of the flowers, the varie- 
gated flowers in a garden. If you enter 
a garden, you will see yellow fiowers, 
white flowers, black, varlegated flowers, 
the red flower for example, In the utmost 
of dellcacy and beauty, radiant, and each 
one through difference lends charm to 
the other. Hence this difference in the 
human Kingdom is similar to that. If 
you Were ushered into a garden whero 
oll the flowers were of the same hue or 
edlor, how monotonous it would bet 

Therefore, He has said that the va- 
rious colors of the human kind, one white, 
one black, one yellow, one red, lend a 
harmony of color and beauty to the 
whole. Therefore, all must aassoclate with 
one another, even as flowers consort har- 
montously together In o given garden. 

Part of address by Abdul Baha at the 
fourth annual conference, the National As- 

sociation for the Advancement of Col- 
ored People, Handle Hall, Chicago, April 
30, 1912, God has stated in the Bible, the 
Old Testament. “We have created man 
in our image and Hkeness.” This state- 
ment Indicates the fact that man In some 
particular is of the image and IMkeness 
of God; therefore, every man who Is {m- 
bued with the divine qualitles, who re- 
veals the heavenly perfections and heav- 

enly morals, who is an expression of the 
‘praiseworthy attributes, fdeat fn nature, 

Is verily an image and Ukeness of God, 
If a man should possess wealth, can we 
call him an image and likeness of God? 
Or is human honor the criterion where- 
by he can be called the (mage of God? 
Or can we apply the color test as a eri- 
terlon, and say such and such an one js 
colored with a certain hue and he fs, 
therefore jn the image of God? Can we 
say, for example, a man who Js green in 
hue is an image of God? Or can we 
make another distinction, saying that one 
“who Is white is any more an image of: 
God? Is simply tho white color a crl- | 
terlon whereby man ts to be judged? And: 
shall: we make a sweeping statement Ike. 
that? Or is it reasonable for us to choose! 
the dark color: supposing we say a cal- | 
ored man js, after all, the Image and like- 
neas, just because of his color, or the: 
red-skinned man, shall he he the image: 

‘and Iikeness of God? Or shall we de-' 
‘clare the yellow race to be a creation, and 
| therefore on image and likeness of God?’ 
‘Hence we come to the conclusion that’ 
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‘Sothys aré of no infpoltanss tes orsfare 
aceldenta] {n nature. hat ‘whichis "en 
sential is the humanithrian’ aspedt,“:SAnd 
that [gs the manifestation of divine vir- 

{tues and that is the ‘merciful bettowals. 
That is the eternal life. That ‘is the 
baptism through the Holy Spirft. ‘“There- 
fore, Jet it be known that color is of no 
impertance. Man, who {s the image and 
likeness of God, who is the manifestation 
of the bestowals of God, is acceptable at 
the threshold of God, whatever be his col- 
or. Let him be blue In color, or white, or 
green, or brown, that matters not. Man 
fs not-to be pronounced man simply be- 
cause of bodily attributes. Man is to 
be judged according to his intellizence 
and to his spirit. Becenuse he jis to be 
judged according to spirit and intelligence, 
therefore, Jet that be the only criterion. 
That Is the image of God. If man's tem- 
perament ia white, If hig heart be white, 
let his outer skin be binck; if his heart 
be binck and his temperament be black, 
let him be blonde, it Js of no importance. 
Therefore, of all Jmportance ts the char- 
acter of the heart. The heart which ts 
brighter, In the estimation of God is 
dearer. Inasmuch as God has endowed 
man With this bestowal, such a favor, that 
he 18 called the image of God, this 1s tru- 
ly a great station. And thts great sta- 
tlon is not to be sacrificed for color's sake. 

From the Hidden Words by 
'O "Liah: 

O children of men: Do ye know why 
we created ye from one clay? That no 
one should glorify himself over the other. 
Be ye ever mindful of how ye were creat- 
ed. Since we created ye all from the 
sxame substance, ye must be as one soul, 
walking with the same feet, eating with 
one mouth and Hying In one land, that yeu 
may manifest with your being and by your 
deeds and actions the signs of unity and 
the spirit of oneness. This is my coun- 
sel to ye, O people of Ughts. Therefore, 
follow it that ye may attain the fruits 
of holfness from the tree of mnfghe and 
power, 

Baha 

The national government ts at fault for 
not having unity before this, in not enfor- 
cing the liws that were passed to protect 
the colored population. The change in the 
Constitution giving them all tte privi- 
leges they were entitled te. It Is now 
up to the navonal govermnent tw enforce 
those laws so that there will be unity of 
the races. Then It would be in this coun- 
try as deserlbed by LEzckicl 36-24: “For 
1 willl take you from among the heathen, 
am) gather you out of all countries, and 
will bring you into your own Jand.”" With 
wi} the handicaps thrown around the race, 
the world can see thelr progress, If the 
U. S. cannot. 

Ts this country going before the na- 

tions of the world to sue for a world 
peace? How will it look to the other nna- 
tions, Where we have here  §8,000,000 
against 12,060,000, when wo should be 
one we are divided. And for why? 

Simply color. When we are at! ereated 
by the same God and from tho same clay. 
“We desire but the good of the world and 
the happiness of nations; that ali natieas 
should become one In falth and all men 
as brothers; that the bonds of affection 

and unity between the sons of men should 

be strengthened; that diversity of — re- 
Ugton should cease. And differences of 
race be annulled, What harm fs there {n 

this? Yet, so it shall be. These frujtiess 
strifes. These ruinous wars shall pass 
away and the most great peace shall 
come. Is not this that which Christ fore- 
told? Yet do we see your kings and rul- 
ers lavishing thelr treasures more free- 
ly on the means for the destruction of 

the human race than that on which would 
conduce to the happiness of mankind. 
These strifes and this bloodshed and djs: 
cord must céase, and all men be as onet 
kindred and one family. 

Let not a man glory in this that he 
roves his country. Let him rather glory 
in this, that he loves his kind.“ Baha 
’O ‘Liah (Glory of God). 

O thou who‘art waiting, 

Tarry no longer,” far He has come; 

Behold His temple; 

The glory dwelling therein, 

It is the ancient glory 

With a new manifestation, 

PRAYER: | 
O thou kind God; to me thou art Kinder 

than myself, and thy love is more obun- 
dant and more ancient. Whenever I am 
reminded of thy bestowals I am made 
happy and hopeful. If 1 have been agi-. 
tated T-obtain the ease of heart nnd soul. | 
If i am slck, I gain eternal health. if I 
am disloyal, I become Joyal If L have 
been hopeless, 1 become hdpeful. O thou, : 
Lord of the Kingdom: cause thou the re- 

jotcing of my heart; empower my weak 

spirit and strengthen my exhausted | 
nerves. THumine thou my eves: suffer my | 
ears to becorne hearing, so that I may 
harken to the music of the Kingdom and 
attain to the joy and happiness everlast- | 
Ing. Verlly, thou art the generous, the 
giver and the kind.—Abdul Baha. 
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