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ROBERT §. ABBOTT, 69,
A CHICAGO PUBLISHER

Negro Newspaper Founder Was
on Permanent Fair Board

Special to THE NEW, YorRK TIMES.

CHICAGO, Feb. 29—Robert Seng-
stacke Abbott, founder and pub-
lisher of The Chicago Defender,
Negro weekly newspaper, died to-
day in his home here after an ill-
ness of several months.

Mr. Abbott was born sixty—nme
years ago in Savannah, Ga., and at-
tended Claflin University, Orange-
burg, 8. C., and the Hampton (Va.)
Institute, where he learned the
printer’'s trade. He was graduated
from the Kent Law School in Chi-
cago,. practiced law for a year and
in 1905 founded The Defender.

In 1919 he wasg appointed to Gov-
ernor Frank Lowden’s race rela-
tions commission and in 1935 be-
came a member of the board of
commissioners of the proposed per-
manent Chicago fair.

He was honored at a testimonial
dinner two years ago which was at-
tended by -Governor Horner  and
Profegssor Ernest Burgess of the
University of Chicago.
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