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IA  PARKER WOOL

Founder of Fred Douglass}
|

Center Passes Away
After Short Illness

By Miss Lillian Chapman

Womnn's position in society as pro-
mater of commerce. education, philan-
thropy and religton is of modern origin,
being a product of evolution. ler
worth as i moulder of sentiment and
xense of justice s seen In the many
avenuey now bheing operated by women,
with no one more etticient or conscien-
tious than Mrs. Celia Parker Woolley,

She was a native of Coldwater,
Mich., where she received an early
cdacation, later entering the ministry
of the Unitarian faith, She was pastor
of churches In Chieago and Geneviw
As 2 leader of ehticat culture, her
watchword was equitl opportunity and
Justice: her prayer for tife uplife of
humanity was, *“I'hy will ha done.” As
& teacher of divine truth, her Keynote
was love,

Mrx, Woaolley's work was not limited
to church life, hut sought expression
In literary attninments, where her rare
nhility ar 2 menius of thought caused
her to rank as one of the bright lights
of the Northwest, Her volumes,
:‘Roger flunt,” “l.ove and Theology,”
A Girl  Graduate”  “The Western
Slope.” and more recently “The Angel
at the Gute” has cavrced much com-
ment.  Her -contributions to the dally
Press on matters of vital issues have
regulted in correct action on the part
of thoxe who lacked sufficlent data.
‘The constant ealls from churches, clubs
and student hodies for . lectures of a
8ociglogicn] niture will acquaint us
With the value of her wise counsel.

Mrs Woolley an Organizer
As an urganizer Mrs. Woolley's int-
tlative instlnct wns most keen. She
was an assoclute founder of the Chi-
cago \Woman's clud, the largest and
most {ntlucntial similar bedy of women
on this continent, now numbering more
than twelve hundred. At the Forty-
second annual celebration, on the 20th
day of I'ebruary. she was to have taken
Part or the program, but was pre-
vented rrom doing so by ill health. Rhe
played her part in the art and literary
depariment.  The Chicago Political
Faquality league had @ viluable mem-
her in Mrs. Woolley, who always
taught the woman's suffrage cause
with a spiritual zeal. A quarter of a
entury past, at the Columbian Expo-
tion in our World's Fair, Mrs, Wool-
v, with the co-operation of Dr. Jenkin
wd Jones, of the Abrabam Lincoln
-~eater, organtzed the Religlous Con-
sress.’ This was called by the Parlla-
ment of the World's Religions at the
Jair gnd now known as the League of
Religlous Fellowship. In this hody of
-xeligigus thinkers one spirit prevalls,
!!m: f fellowship, service and worship.
“or inl Years sha served as presi-
dent f the Woman's Western Unita-
rm:n (pnference.

F_.o der of Fred Douglass Center
“f{cr latest achievement, the Freder-
fck, Douglass Center, was organized
fourteen years ago in the home of
Judge E. O. Brown, when a hundred of
thg best representatives of both races
wera called to divcuss the advisability
of such an institution. 1ts ohjects are:

“To promote i just and amicable re-
lation between white and Cotored
people,’ .

“To. remave the disabilities from
which the Jatter-suifer in their civil,

C and Initustrial*tife.

‘ncourage equal oppartunity, e
ive of race, ¢olor or obler arbl-
listinctions.
establish . center of friendly
Iness and influence, in which to
needful jnformation, and for
cg-operation to the ends of
nging and a higher citizenship.”
pyeseitt igcation, at 3032 Wabash
ue, . three-story structure, was

‘hased for $5,500 and is paid for.

opening of the center took place
2, 1905, with an annual member-
of one.dollar.

e- propaganda work was of the
_importance to Mrs. Woolley, for

s there.she caused the vemoval of '

ulties which caused Colored people
ffer injustice. The work was done
gh the press, platform and pulpit,
ragssociation  with
an's club*was a great source for
ing “justice,” as she so fre-
ty had 'ot;:c;nslnn to mention.
£ sMainy “Kindred Organizations
“TPractical *- activitica in connection
with boys’ and girls’ classes, woman's
slubs .and Red Cross units are in
harget of Dr. Mary F. Waring. Our
ffiltatlon svith kindred organizations
‘aces -our cases for charity and legal
dress, in the hands of those making a
eclalty of such matters. The sum-
avrwstudentst 1 ycials are a reunion of
eichent and pu)ils coming to study in
ur city\institutigns, Each year classes
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are sent to us by teachers of sociology
for our additlonal information as re-
lated to the center principles.

Our platform is an open forum for
discussion of vital subjecty along civic,
educatlonal, soclal and religious lines..
The leading minda of the ity have ap-
peared on our programs to lavigh thelr
wealth ¢f thought tn a worthy cause.
Musical programs are a leading fea-
ture. Ars. Woolley wns always fear-
less &nd loyal in the discharge of her
sacred trust, serving a humanitarian
cnlise with a devotion that only a con-
secrated  conscience could bestow,
Hmw often have we heard her while
nddressing the wealth and culture of
the city say, “Uncle Tom and Aunt
"hloe do not bother us much, for they,
keep thelr place:” Dbyt swhen the
younger family moves in next door to
you, sending thelr children to the sume
school with yours, keeps an automo-
blle and dresses equally as well as
yourselves, that causes the difficulty.
“It is the progressive Negro with an
education and owns property that
causes uneasiness among the less In-
formed. [ wonder when the white man
will emancipate himself and treat all
people with the justice due all Amer-
fecun citizens, promoting the cause of
un_untinished democracy.”

Since one of the center's strongest
principles is co-operation, its combina-
tion with the Chigago Branch of the
Urban league was made less than a
month ago when the latter accepted

united headquarters with us. The
combination is proving beneficial to
both organizations. -

Death a Shook

Mrs. Waoolley never enjoyed robust
health, her declining years causing a
generul failing of health, resulting in a
complete breakdown after an illness of
three weeks. Her death was a sur-
prise to many. Saturday at noon the
charlot came to ilie door and with the
words, "Mother, I am coming,” passed
quletly to the reward she so richly
deserved. She is survived by a de-
voted husband, Dr. 1. 1. Woolley, and
a digtant cousin. of Toledo, Ohio, The
funeral services were conducted from
the Abraham ILincoln Center, svhere
she wns a member of All Souls’ church,
Monday, and in charge of Dr. Ronea
Morse Mann. In touching words Dr.
Mann gave expression of our apprecia-
tion for the geeat life that was called
from among us. her service to the
workd as a humanitarian being ot un-
matched worth: for it was the volce
of all the peuple, Qod himselt couid
wnt give us another Mrs. Woolley.”
1ter work us intercessor for a rising
group of .Amerleay citizenshlp was
cemphasized and made plain that it
was appreciated by the beneticiary.
The entire world has lost a friend.:
The large floral designs from individ-:
ualy and cluby gave evidence of thelr
loving devotion to one who lived for
others and not seltishly. The music:
was in charge of Yrof. George Ger-
ner's Polyphonic Choral Union, whose
swaet voices were beautiful and gave
tone to the occasinn,

A large memorial service is planned,
to be conducted by Idr. Jenkin Lloyd
Jones, when he returpns to the clty
after a spring vacatlon, At this time
a lurger expression of Mrs, Woolloy's
lite and work will be conducted on a
large margin. B




