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SEN. WAGNER IN NEW PLEA FOR ANTI-LYNCH BILL
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Presents Open Letter
“to Senate From
Writers League

e .-

" WASHINGTON, 1. C., May

‘The Jetter is as follows:

*The Costigan-Wagner anti-Iynch-

irg bill is now beforo you for consid-
~ration in the schate, and the Ford
hill, which is identical, is before the
Louse of represcntatives.
. *\We, the undersigned writers. pub-
Yieists and editors of the United
Ftates, tako this means ot urging im-
mediate passage of this leglslation,
which bas been decirred constitu-
1ional by Charles H. Tuttle, former
1'nited States attorney for the south-
«rn district of New York, and other
«minent jawyers, whose opinions are
a part of the officlal record.

“For too long has America been
Yeld up to shame and ridicule
throushout the world hecause vf the
unrestrained activities of Inwless
inobs which have lynched and even
twrned human bheings at tho stake.
Simong the victims have Ieen not
oaly men. but women, and even chil-
<iren, Five thousand and fifty-thres

- lvnechings have discraced our coun-
wy since 1882; 1.i38 of there vie-
Thns have been white and 94 of them
have been wontern.

Stats Fails to Act

“The argument that ithe majority
‘of Iynchinge are in punishment for
rape has long since bheen expioded by

:mpartiat examination of the Jasts,!

=vhich reveals that less than one-
=ixth of these victims have even becen
arcused of sex offenses. No part of
«ur country has been immune to this
s rime and the evil is spreading with
L dlarming  rapidity, State  govern-
¢ - muenls have clearly and ummistakably
ranifested  their unwillingness  or
tieir inadbility ta prevent Ivnehincs
or punish lynchers. A solemn obiixn-
1:on. therefore, resix upon the fed-
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Democrat, of New York, presented to the senate last Saturday
an open letter addressed to the congress of the United States
by the Writers League Against Lynching. urging immediate
passage of the Costigan-Wagner auti-lynching bill.

<

4. —Senator Robert F. Wagner,

cral government speedily to enact
this legislation into law.”

The letter was sigmed by Louls
Adamic, Gertrude Atherton, Faith
Baldwin, Mary T©X. Beard, Robert
Benchiey. Stephen Vincent Benet,
Bruco Bliven, Herschel Brickell, Van
Wyek Brooks, Struthers Burt, Er-
skine 'Calawell, Henry &, Canby,
Marc Connelly, Countee Cullen, Bab-
ctte Deutsch, J. M. Dillard, Edward
Denolioe, Theodore Dreiser, Abraham
Epstein, Clifton Fadiman, Edna Fer-
ber, Arthur Davisun Ficke, Dorothy
Canfield Fisher. E. Franklin Frazer, |
C. Hartley Grattan, Harold XK. Guinz-
burg, Louis M. Hacker, Harry Han-
sen, Jessie Yauset Harrls, Arthur
Garfield HMHays, Robert Herrick,
Sheila Hibben, B. W, MHucbsch, Ines
Haynes Irwin, Georgia Douglas John-
=on, James \Weldon Johnson, 1reda
Kirchwey, Alfred A. Knopf, Joseph
Woeod Kruteh, Suzanne La Follette.
Williamy Ellery Leonard. Newman

Levy, Sinclair Lewis, Alain Locke,
tobert Morss Lovett, Lenore G. Mars |
shall, Annie Natban Jllever, George |
Niflburn, Ruth <Comfort Mitciwell, -
Christopher Morley, Lewis Atumford, |
Georee Jean Nathian, Robert Nuathan,
I W, YW, Xorton, Mary White Qving-
ton. Gretta I'almwer, Willinm Dlokens,
Huth Plickering, AL 8, Patt, Lorine
Pruette, Flmer Rice. Lola Ridge,
Charles 12dward Russell, George S
Schuyler, Evelyn Scott, Upton ¥in-
clair, Georse Soule, J. FE. Spingam,
Nenjamin Stolberg, Thil Strong, Ruth
Doren. Carl Van Vechten, O«wald
Garrison Villard. Edward Wasser-
mian, Walter Whtie, Koy Wilkins,
"llr_lt\.n Woodward and W. E, Wood-
W,
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