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Presents Open Letter 
to Senate From 

Writers League 
" WASHINGTON, D. C., May 4.—Senator Robert F. Wagner, 
Democrat, of New York, presented to the senate last Saturday 
an open letter addressed to the congress of the United States 

by the Writers League Against Lynching. urging immediate 
passage of the Costigan-Wagner anti-lynching bill. 
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The letter is as follows: 
“The Costigan-Wagner anti-Iynch- 

Ing bill is now before you for consid- 
erntion in the senate, and the Ford 
hin, which is identical, is before the 
house of representatives. 

_ “We, the undersigned writers. pub- 
ieists and editors of the United 
States, take Unis means of urging im- 
mediate passage of this lerislation, 
which has been decizred constitu- 
tienal by Charles H. Tuttle. former 
United States attorney for the south- 
«en district of New York, and other 
eminent lawyers, whose opinions are 
apart of the official record. 

“For too long has America been 
held up to shame and = ridicule 
throushout the world hecause of the 
unrestrained activities of iInwiless 
inobs Which have Ivnched and even 
turned human beings at tho stzke. 
-imong the victims have been not 
only men, but women, and even chil- 
airen, Five thousand anid fifty-three 

- Wwnehings have discraced our coun- 
wy since 1882; 1.438 of these vic- 
thas have been white and 94 of them 
have been women. 

State Fails to Act 
“The argument that the majority 

‘of Iynchings are in punishment far 
rape has Jong since been expluded by 
impartial? examination of the facts,! 
which reveals that less than one- 
sith of these victims have even becn 
sivcused of sex offenses. No part of 
eur country has been immune te this 
+rime and the evil is spreading with 
ilarming rapidity. State cevern- 

“s. taenus have clearly and unmistakably 
manitested their unwillingness or 
treir inability to prevent Ivnehines 
or punish ivnchers, A calenin obtiza- 
tion, therefore, resis upon the fed- 

eral government speedily to enact 
this legislation into law." 

The letter was signed by VLouls 
Adamic, Gertrude Atherton, Faith 
Baldwin. Mary —. Beard. Robert 
Benchiey. Stephen Vincent LBenct, 
Bruco Bliven, Herschel Brickell, Van 
Wrek Brooks, Struthers Burt, Er- 
skine Calewell, Henry & Canby, 
Mare Connelly, Countee Cullen, Bab- 
cette Deutsch, J, 4 Dillard, Edward 
Denohoe, Theodore Dreiser, Abraham 
Epstein, Clifton Fadiman, Edna Fer- 
ber, Arthur Davisun Ficke, Dorothy 
Canfield Fisher, E. Franktin Frazier, | 
Cc. Hartley Grattan, Harold K. Guinz- ° 
burg, Louls M. Hacker. Harry Han- 
sen, Jessie Fauset Harris, Arthur 
Garfield Hays, Robert Herrick, 
Sheila Hibben, B. W. Huebsch, Ines 
Haynes Irwin, Georgia Douglas John. ! 
son, Jaines Weldon Johnson, Freda 
Kirchwey, Alfred A. Knopf, Joseph 
Wood Kruteh. Suzanne La Follette 
Wiliam Ellery Leonard. Newman 
Levy, Sinclair Lewis, Alain Locke, 
Robert Morss Lovett, Lenore G. Muar- 
shall, Annie Nathan Alever, George 
Nilburn, Ruth Comfort Mitchell, : 
Christopher Morley, Lewis Mumford, | 
Georse Jean Nathan, Robert Nathan, 
WL OW, Norton, Mary White Oving- 
ton. Gretta Talmer, William DPiekens, 
Ruth Pickering, A. &, Matt, Lorine 
Pruette, Elmer Rice. Lola Ride, 
Charles Edward Russell, George *. 
Schuyler, Evetyn Scott, Upton sin- 
clair, Georse Soule, J. FE. Spingarn, 
Renjamin stolberg, Phil Strong. Ruth 
Doren. Carl Van Vechten, O<wald 
Garrison Villard. Edward Wasser- 

[| iisten Woodward and W. E. Wood- 
man, Walter Whtie, Hay Wilkins, 

ward. 
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