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Plav Life

“Ilaye of Nugre Life selected and
edited Ly Alddn Locke uand Mont-
gomery  Gregory, Published  hy
Harper & rothers, 49 E. 33d St.,
New York city. Price $5.

In this hook 20 plays are gathered
together, all deallng with Negro life.
Among them ure well known pleces
of literature., Fugene O'Nelll's “Em-
neror Jones,"” Ridgeley ‘Torrence's
“The Rider of Dreams.” aunl
Green's “In Abrabam's Bosogm.” while
rubbing ethows with these dramatists
dre & group of Nepro writers, Wilis
Richardson, Fulalic  Spence, John
Mattheus and others. The hook ends
with a chronology of the Negro the-
ater and a hibllography of XNegro
drama. And {f these two editors,
one Oxford, the other ILirvarl, lack
at times In uccuracy—for example,
Ellen Terry s described as plaving
with Ira Aldridge in 1933—they huve
made n most readable volume and
one typical of present-day Negro
drama,

It i3 hard on the dramtist, white
or Colored, who tinds his play in the
pages hetween Euxene O'Neill's “The
Dreamy Kid” and “The Emperor
Jones Who can compete with the
driving power of this tirst of Amer-
fcan dramatists? Nor s it casy to
bear comparison with such delicate,
half humorous, more than half pa-
thetie plays as Yuaul Green's “The
No 'Count Boy" and Ridgeley Tor-
rence's “The Rider of Dreams.” To
me, the writers in this volume who
fare best in such compauny are those
who have been least ambitious in
thelr themes. “Ilumes” by Georgia
Douglas .Johnson, the plumes are
those that wave at the funcral, and
Eulalie Spence’s gay bit of larlem
in “The Starter.” are sgimple, true
pletureq Willis Richardson's “ianjo™
in in the volume, a play that uacts
very well, and Frank Wilson's “Sugar
Cane.”  Wilson §s now winning vee
nown as an actor in “Porgy. Two
of the plays ave laid In Africa. There
are 20 piuys In all, the most of them
gloomy—they could not Le modern
and he anvthing else—the plays by
Negroes a litule less given to pictur-
ing a thwarted race than the plavs
LY whites. Altogether n fine group.

The books leails one to reminis-
cence, The Washington Square Play-
ers, precursors of the Theater Guild,
saw the value of Negro materinl and
used it once {n a short play concern-
ing the flight of a criminal and his
capture, The XNeighhorhood play-
house hesides  producing, as  Mr.
Gregory notices, Angelina Grimbke's
“Rachel,” gave “The Noose” hy
Trucy Mygatt. Thisx was a straight-
forward bhit of propaganda reganding
a aouthern lynching with the church
organ playing hymns while the mur-
der went on. The Yortnightly Play-
ers gave Rosalle Jones' "The Vietim,”
a powerful piclure of the quadroon
with her white and Colared lovers.
One attemnpt was made in New York
after another until success came at
Iast at the Provincetown with Gilpin
in “The Emperer Jones.” Kince then
Negro themes have been in demand.
note Belasco's vulgar but entertain-
Ing play of “Lulu Belle,” untll today
New York's greatest  theater is
crowded night after night while a
Negro company interprets Du Bose
Heyward's poetie story of “Porgy”
and hls nelghbors in Cat Fish Row.
The elitnax has been reached. Or is
tt, perhaps, only the heginning?

Jim Tully, author of “Circus Pa-
rade,” published by Alvert & Charles
RBonl, New York, has just received
the follnwing letter from Dennis T,
Moore of Waterhury, Conn., as i re-
sult of hix engerness to procure a
copy of “Circus l'arade” {rom the
local library: °

Dear Sir: | managed to beg a
copy of “Beggars of Life” and steal
a copy of “Jarnegan.,” but was un-
able by either procedure to obtain
your (,Yircun Parade,” so turned to
the library as a last resort. The
inclosed is the result. lsn't it im-
mense? Honestly, if the thing
were not sa damned ludicrous I'd
bawl with rage. As it is, it's funny
enough to deserve a place in Henry
Mencken's “Americana.” X

What amazes me most of all is
the fact that a copy of “Jurgen™
and “Leaves of Grass" repose in
this same library. Very truly yours,

DENNIS T. MOORE.

“This is the inelosed regat Trom the
Library on Mr. Moorex inogtiries:
“Aemorandum  concerningz Tully's
Cireus arade.'—Tuliy's writings are
pot sultable for circulation from
public library except perhaps in &t
very Jarge city. It ix our understand-
ing that this particulur bhook is not
unlike others in general character.
It hus already met with trouble in
Boston. which, though not to he
taken tno seriously, does at least in-
dirate that it is not a book which
could he placed on open shelves for
general circulation,

“Where book funds are decidedly
fimited, as they ure in the Bronzon
libeary, it scems (v be uinwise to get
Lonks which ecannot be placed on
apen shelves and which circulate as
a rtile only (o twa or three persons
who happen to know we have them.

“LINDSEY BROWN,
*Librarian Stilas Bronson Library.”

“The Story of Philosophy,” by Wil
Durant, i8 now in its second 100.000.
The book was relensed on May 29,
1926,

During the week just closed 9,135
coples of “The Story of Philosophy”
were wold, The high mark for a dally
total was achieved on Monday, Dec.
4. when orders for 3,600 copies were
received at the oflice of the publish-
ors, Simons & Schuster, Ine, 37 W,
atth 8t New York.

These unprecedented sales figures
—all the more slgnificant for a §
hook-—strengthened the premler po-
s{tion of the Book on the best seller
list from coast to coast. In most of
the large cities Wil Durant's book
not only headed the best sellers in the
field of general literature, but defi-
nitely outsold even the leading fice
tion best sellers:. -
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