V.  Bahá’í calendar and festivals[footnoteRef:1] [1: 	From The Bahá’í World, 1930–1932, vol. 4, pp. 248–256; The Bahá’í World, 1932–1934, vol. 5, pp. 360–368; & The Bahá’í World, 1934–1936, vol. 6, pp. 418–425.  All dates are Gregorian CE or Islamic AH.  Transcription has been revised to reflect Arabic or Persian sources, without the Iṣfahání dialect or the Persian bias.  Other sources have been used supplement or to correct some information.—M.W.T.] 

1.  Foreword
By Dr. J. E. Esslemont
From Bahá’u’lláh and the New Era
Among different peoples and at different times many different methods have been adopted for the measurement of time and fixing of dates, and several different calendars are still in daily use, e.g., the Gregorian in Western Europe, the Julian in many countries of Eastern Europe, the Hebrew among the Jews, and the Muhammadan in Muslim countries.
The Báb signalized the importance of the dispensation which He came to herald, by inaugurating a new calendar.  In this, as in the Gregorian Calendar, the lunar month is abandoned and the solar year is adopted.
The Bahá’í year consists of 19 months of 19 days each (i.e., 361 days), with the addition of certain “intercalary days” (four in ordinary and five in leap years) between the eighteenth and nineteenth months in order to adjust the calendar to the solar year.  The Báb named the months after the attributes of God.  The Bahá’í New Year, like the ancient Persian New Year, is astronomically fixed, commencing at the March equinox (20 or 21 March), and the Bahá’í era commences with the year of the Báb’s declaration (i.e., CE 1844, AH 1260).
In the not far distant future it will be necessary that all peoples in the world agree on a common calendar.
It seems, therefore, fitting that the new age of unity should have a new calendar free from the objections and associations which make each of the older calendars unacceptable to large sections of the world’s population, and it is difficult to see how any other arrangement could exceed in simplicity and convenience that proposed by the Báb.
2.  Baha’i Feasts, anniversaries and days of fasting
Feast of Riḍván (Declaration of Bahá’u’lláh), 20 or 21 April–1 or 2 May 1863.
Feast of Naw-Rúz (New Year), 20, 21, or 22 March.
Declaration of the Báb, 23 or 24 May 1844.
Day of the Covenant, 25 or 26 November.
Birth of Bahá’u’lláh, 12 November 1817.
Birth of the Báb, 20 October 1819.
Birth of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 23 May 1844.
Ascension of Bahá’u’lláh, 29 May 1892.
Martyrdom of the Báb, 9 July 1850.
Ascension of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, 28 November 1921.
Fasting season lasts 19 days beginning with the first day of the month of ‘Alá, 1 or 2 March—the feast of Naw-Rúz follows immediately after.


3.  Additional material gleaned from Nabíl’s Narrative (Vol. II), regarding the Bahá’í Calendar
The Badí‘ Calendar (Bahá’í Calendar) has been taken by me from the “Kitáb-i-Asmá’”, one of the works written by the Báb.  As I have observed in these days that certain believers are inclined to regard the year in which Bahá’u’lláh departed from Baghdád to Constantinople as marking the beginning of the Badí‘ Calendar, I have requested Mírzá Áqá Ján, the amanuensis of Bahá’u’lláh, to ascertain His will and desire concerning this matter.  Bahá’u’lláh answered and said:  ‘The year sixty AH (CE 1844), the year of the Declaration of the Báb, must be regarded as the beginning of the Badí‘ Calendar.’  The Declaration of the Báb took place on the evening preceding the fifth day of Jumádá al-’Awwal, of the year AH 1260.  It has been ordained that the solar calendar be followed, and that the vernal Equinox, the day of Naw-Rúz, be regarded as the New Year’s Day of the Badí‘ Calendar.  The year sixty, in which the fifth day of Jumádá al-’Awwal coincided with the sixty-fifth day after Naw-Rúz, has accordingly been regarded as the first year of the Badí‘ Calendar.  As in that year, the day of Naw-Rúz, the vernal Equinox, preceded by sixty-six days the date of the Declaration of the Báb, I have therefore, throughout my history, regarded the Naw-Rúz of the year sixty-one AH (the Naw-Rúz immediately following the Declaration of the Báb) as the first Naw-Rúz of the Badí‘ Calendar.  I have accordingly considered the Naw-Rúz of this present year, the year AH 1306, which is the 47th solar year after the Declaration of the Báb, as the 46th Naw-Rúz of the Badí‘ Calendar.
Soon after Bahá’u’lláh had left the fortress of ‘Akká and was dwelling in the house of Malik, in that city, He commanded me to transcribe the text of the Badí‘ Calendar and to instruct the believers in its details.  On the very day in which I received His command, I composed, in verse and prose, an exposition of the main features of that Calendar and presented it to Him.  The versified copy, being now unavailable, I am herein transcribing the version in prose.  The days of the week are named as follows:
	Days
	Arabic Name
	English Name
	Translation

	1st
	Jalál
	Saturday
	Glory

	2nd
	Jamál
	Sunday
	Beauty

	3rd
	Kamál
	Monday
	Perfection

	4th
	Fiḍál
	Tuesday
	Grace

	5th
	‘Idál
	Wednesday
	Justice

	6th
	Istijlál
	Thursday
	Majesty

	7th
	Istiqlál
	Friday
	Independence


The names of the months, which are the same as the days of each month, are as follows:
	
	
	
	First day when Naw-Rúz is:

	Month
	Arabic Name
	Translation
	20 March
	21 March

	1
	Bahá
	Splendor
	20 March
	21 March

	2
	Jalál
	Glory
	8 April
	9 April

	3
	Jamál
	Beauty
	27 April
	28 April

	4
	‘Aẓamat
	Grandeur
	16 May
	17 May

	5
	Núr
	Light
	4 June
	5 June

	6
	Raḥmat
	Mercy
	23 June
	24 June

	7
	Kalimát
	Words
	12 July
	13 July

	8
	Kamál
	Perfection
	31 July
	1 August

	9
	Asmá’
	Names
	19 August
	20 August

	10
	‘Izzat
	Might
	7 September
	8 September

	11
	Mashíyyat
	Will
	26 September
	27 September




[Illustration]
Map showing Travels of the Báb and Bahá’u’lláh.
(Designed by J. F. Clevenger, Washington, DC.)



	
	
	
	First day when Naw-Rúz is:

	Month
	Arabic Name
	Translation
	20 March
	21 March

	12
	‘Ilm
	Knowledge
	15 October
	16 October

	13
	Qudrat
	Power
	3 November
	4 November

	14
	Qawl
	Speech
	22 November
	23 November

	15
	Masá’il
	Questions
	11 December
	12 December

	16
	Sharaf
	Honour
	30 December
	31 December

	17
	Sulṭán
	Sovereignty
	18 January
	19 January

	18
	Mulk
	Dominion
	6 February
	7 February

	19
	‘Alá
	Loftiness
	1 March
	2 March


Ayyám-i-Há’ (Intercalary Days) vary within 25 February to 1 March inclusive four in ordinary and five in leap years.
The first day of each month is thus the day of Bahá, and the last day of each month the day of ‘Alá’.
The Bab has regarded the solar year, of 365 days, 5 hours, and fifty odd minutes, as consisting of 19 months of 19 days each, with the addition of certain intercalary days.  He has named the New Year’s Day, which is the Day of Naw-Rúz, the day of Bahá, of the month of Bahá.  He has ordained the month of ‘Ala’ to be the month of fasting, and has decreed that the Day of Naw-Rúz should mark the termination of that period.  As the Bab did not specifically define the place for the four days and the fraction of a day in the Badí‘ Calendar, the people of the Bayán were at a loss as to how they should regard them.  The revelation of the Kitáb-i-Aqdas in the city of ‘Akká resolved this problem and settled the issue.  Bahá’u’lláh designated those days as the “Ayyám-i-Há’” and ordained that they should immediately precede the month of ‘Ala’, which is the month of fasting.  He enjoined upon His followers to devote these days to feasting, rejoicing, and charity.  Immediately upon the termination of these intercalary days, Bahá’u’lláh ordained the month of fasting to begin.  I have heard it stated that some of the people of the Bayán, the followers of Mírzá Yaḥyá, have regarded these intercalary days as coming immediately after the month of ‘Alá’, thus terminating their fast five days before the day of Naw-Rúz.  This, notwithstanding the explicit text of the Bayán which states that the day of Naw-Rúz must needs be the first day of the month of Bahá, and must follow immediately after the last day of the month of ‘Alá’.  Others, aware of this contradiction, have started their fasting on the fifth day of the month of ‘Alá’, and included the intercalary days within the period of fasting.
Every fourth year the number of the intercalary days is raised from four to five.  The day of Naw-Rúz falls on the 21st of March only if the vernal Equinox precedes the setting of the sun on that day.  Should the vernal Equinox take place after sunset, Naw-Rúz will have to be celebrated on the 20 March.
The Báb has, moreover, in His writings, revealed in the Arabic tongue, divided the years following the date of His Revelation, into cycles of nineteen years each.  The names of the years in each cycle are as follows:
	1.  Alif
	A
	 8.  Júd
	Generosity
	14.  Wahháb
	Bountiful

	2.  Bá’
	B
	 9.  Bahá
	Splendour
	15.  Widád
	Affection

	3.  Ab
	Father
	10.  Ḥubb
	Love
	16.  Badí‘
	Beginning

	4.  Dál
	D
	11.  Bahháj
	Delightful
	17.  Bahíy
	Luminous

	5.  Báb
	Gate
	12.  Jawáb
	Answer
	18.  Abhá
	Most luminous

	6.  Wáw
	W/V
	13.  Aḥad
	Single
	19.  Wáḥíd
	Unity

	7.  Abad
	Eternity
	
	
	
	




[Illustration]
Map showing section of route followed by Bahá’u’lláh on His journey from Baghdád to Constantinople.


Each cycle of nineteen years is called Wáḥid.  Nineteen cycles constitute a period called Kull-i-Shay’.[footnoteRef:2]  The numerical value of the word Wáḥid is 19, that of Kull-i-Shay’ is 361.  Wáḥid signifies unity, and is symbolic of the unity of God. [2: 	Nominative Arabic Kullu Shay’in.] 

The Báb has, moreover, stated that this system of His is dependent upon the acceptance and good-pleasure of “Him Whom God shall make manifest.”  One word from Him would suffice either to establish it for all time, or to annul it forever.
For instance, the date of the 21 April 1930, which is the first day of Riḍván, and which according to the Kitáb-i-Aqdas must coincide with the “thirteenth day of the second Bahá’í month”, and which fell this year (1930) on Monday, would, according to the system of the Badí‘ Calendar, be described as follows:
“The day of Kamál, the day of Qudrat, of the month of Jalál, of the year Bahháj, of the fifth Waḥid, of the first Kull-i-Shay’.”
5.  Historical data gleaned from Nabíl’s Narrative regarding Bahá’u’lláh
	Location, dates
	Works revealed
	Houses occupied

	A.  Baghdád
Arrival latter part Jumádá ath-Thání, 1269 (12 March-10 April 1853)
Departure for Sulaymáníyya on 12 Rajab 1270 (Wednesday, 10 April 1854)
	Lawḥ-i-Kullu’ṭ-Ṭa’ám (“Tablet of All Food”)

	House of Ḥájí ‘Alí-Madad (in old Baghdád)

	B.  Sulaymáníyya
Before reaching Sulaymáníyyih, He lived for a time on the Sar-Galú mountain.
During His absence from Baghdád His family transferred their residence from House of Ḥájí ‘Alí Madad to that of Sulaymán-i-Ghannám.
Nabíl arrived at Baghdád 6 months after Bahá’u’lláh’s departure for Sulaymáníyyih.
	Prayers
Qaṣídah al-Warqá’íya (“Ode of the Dove”)
Sáqí-Az-Ghayb-i-Baqá’ (“The Cupbearer of the Invisible Eternity”)
	House of Ḥájí ‘Alí-Madad (in old Baghdád)
House of Sulaymán-i-Ghannám

	C.  Baghdád
Arrived from Sulaymáníyyih on 12 Rajab 1272 (Wednesday, 19 March 1856)
	Tafsír al-Ḥurúfát al-Muqaṭṭa’ih (“Interpretation of the Isolated Letters”)
Ṣaḥífiy-i-Shaṭṭíyya (“Epistle of the River”)
Haft-Wádí (Seven Valleys)
	House of Sulaymán-i-Ghannám





	Location, dates
	Works revealed
	Houses occupied

	C.  Baghdád (continued)
12 Rajab 1272 (Wednesday, 19 March 1856) until departure for Constantinople, 3 Dhi’l-Qa‘da 1279 (first day of Riḍván) (Wednesday afternoon, 22 April CE 1863)
	Subḥána-Rabbíya’l-A‘lá (“Praise to the Exalted Lord”)
Shikkar Shikan Shawand (“Sweet Scented Being”)
Tafsír-i-Hú (“Commentary on ‘He is’”)
Lawḥ-i-Ḥúriyya (“Tablet of the Maiden”)
Kitáb-i-Íqán
Kalimát-i-Maknúna (“The Hidden Words”)
Subḥána-Rabbíya’l-A‘lá (“Praise to the Exalted Lord”)
Lawḥ-i-Shikar Shavand (“Tablet to the Sweet Scented Being”)
Ḥúr-i-‘Ujáb (“The Wondrous Maiden”)
Hallah Hallah Yá Bishárát (“Hallelujah, Hallelujah, O Glad-Tidings”)
Lawḥ-i-Ghulámu’l-Khuld (“Tablet of the Eternal Youth”)
Az-Bágh-i-Iláhí (“From the Garden of Holiness”)
Báz-Áv-u-Bidih-Jámí (“Return and grant a chalice”)
	House of Sulaymán-i-Ghannám

	Short stay in Mazra‘iy-i-Vashshásh during above period to celebrate Náw-Rúz, 1 Shawwál 1279 (Sunday 22 March 1863) ended with departure on 5 Shawwál 1279 (Thursday, 26 March 1863)
	Lawḥ-i-Malláḥu’l-Quds (“Tablet of the Holy Mariner”) (5 Shawwál 1279; 26 March 1863)
	(Once a field on the northern outskirts of Baghdád.  It is now the neighbourhood of al-Washshásh.)

	Arrival at Garden of Najíbiyya (Garden of Riḍván), 3 Dhú al-Qa‘da 1279 (22 April 1863)
Arrival of Bahá’u’lláh’s Family at Garden of Riḍván on eighth day after first of Riḍván.
Departure from Garden of Riḍván for Constantinople last day of Riḍván on 14 Dhú al-Qa‘da 1279 (at noon on Sunday, 3 May 1863)
	Súriy-i-Sabr (“Tablet of Patience”) revealed on first day of Riḍván
	(Garden of Riḍván)

	Firayját (arrived early afternoon, 14 Dhi’l-Qa’da 1279 (Sunday, 3 May 1863))—stayed seven days.
	
	(Firayját is about 5 km ENW of the Garden of Riḍván)



	Firayját
	Márdín

	Judaydah
	Diyár-Bakr (Diyabakir)

	Dilí-‘Abbás, near al-Muqdádiyah
	Ma‘dan-Mis

	Qarah Tabbah
	Khárpút (stayed 2 0r 4 days)

	Ṣaláḥiyyah (Kifrí,) (stayed 2 nights)
	Ma‘dan-Nuqra (Keban)

	Dúst-Khurmátú (Ṭuz Khurmát)
	Dilík-Tásh (Kangal)

	Táwuq
	Sívás

	Khárpút (stayed 2 or 3 days)
	Túqát (Tokat)

	Irbíl (Erbil)
	Amásiyá (stayed 2 days)

	By the river Záb (near Kalak)
	Iláhiyya[footnoteRef:3] (Kavak) (last overland day) Lawḥ-i-Hawdaj (or Lawḥ-i-Sámṣún, [3: 	Kavak (“poplar tree”) was a spiritually significant stop—the last resting place before Bahá’u’lláh’s embarkation at Sámsún—the Persians named it Iláhíya to emphasise the sacredness of the journey rather than the literal Turkish toponym.] 


	Barṭ Alláh (Barṭalla)
	“Tablet of the Howdah”) was revealed.  Last overland journey day.

	al-Máwṣil (Mosul) (stayed 3 days)
	Sámsún (Black Sea port) (stayed 7 days)

	Zákhú (Zakho)
	Sailed about sunset on a Turkish steamer for Constantinople

	Jazára ibn ‘Umar (Cizre)
	Sinope (now Sinop, Black Sea port).  Arrived next day about noon

	Niṣíbin (Nusaybin)
	and stayed a few hours.

	Ḥasan-Áqá
	Anyábulí (Inebolu) (arrived next day)





	Location, dates
	Works revealed
	Houses occupied
	Duration

	D.  Constantinople (now Istanbul)
Arrival at noon on 1 Rabí‘ al-’Awwal 1280
(Sunday, 16 August 1863)
Sea voyage from Sámsún: 3 days
Constantinople to Adrianople:  12 days
	Subḥánika-Yá-Hú (“Praised be Thou, O He!”)
Lawḥ-i-‘Abdu’l-‘Azíz-Va-Vukalá (“Tablet to ‘Abdu’l-‘Azíz and ministers”)
	House of Shamsí Big (near the mosque of Khirqiy-i-Sharíf)
House of Vísí Páshá (3-storey,
near Sulṭán Muḥammad
Mosque)
	1 month

3 months



1.  Kúchik-Chakmachí (Küçükçekmece) (3 hours from Constantinople—spent one night)
2.  Búyúk-Chakmachí (Büyükçekmece) (arrived about noon)
3.  Salvarí (Silivri)  4.  Birkás (Lüleburgaz)  5.  Bábá-Ískí (Babaeski)

	Location, dates
	Works revealed
	Houses occupied
	Duration

	D.  Adrianople (now Edirne)
Arrival 1 Rajab 1280 (on Saturday, 12 December 1863)
Length of stay:  4 years, 8 months, 22 days.
Sea voyage from Sámsún: 3 days
Constantinople to Adrianople:  12 days
Length of overland journey from Constantinople to Adrianople: 12 days.
Departure from Adrianople on 22 Rabí‘u’th-Thání 1285 (Wednesday, 12 August 1868)
	Súrat al-Aṣḥáb (Surah of the Companions”)
Lawḥ-i-Ḥajj I (Tablet of Pilgrimage to Shíráz)
Lawḥ-i-Ḥajj II (Tablet of Pilgrimage to Baghdád)
Kitáb-i-Badí‘ (“The Wondrous or Unique Book”)
Súriy-i-Mulúk (Tablet of the Kings)
Súriy-i-Amr (“Surah of Command”)
Súriy-i-Damm (“The Tablet of Blood”)
Alwáḥ-i-Laylatu’l-Quds	“Tablets of the Holy Night”
Munájátháy-i-Ṣiyám	“Prayers for Fasting”
Lawḥ-i-Sayyáḥ (“Tablet of the Traveller”)
Lawḥ-i-Nápulyún III (First “Tablet to Napoleon III”
Lawḥ-i-Sulṭán (“Tablet to the Sháh of Persia”)
Lawḥ-i-Nuqṭih (“Tablet of the Point”)
	1.  Khán-i-‘Aráb
(caravanserai, two-storey, near house of ‘Izzat-Áqá)
2.  House in Murádayya quarter, near Takyiy-i-Mawlawí
3.  House in Murádiyya quarter, near house #2
4.  Khániy-i-Amru’lláh (several storeys, near Sulṭán-Salím Mosque)
5.  House of Riḍá Big
6.  House of Amru’lláh
(3-storey, north of Sulṭán-Salím Mosque)
7.  House of ‘Izzat-Áqá
	3 nights


1 week

6 months

6 months


1 year
3 months?
11 months



1.  Uzún-Kuprí (Uzunköprü)
2.  Káshání (Keşan) (arrived about noon.  Lawḥ-i-Ra’ís [Tablet of the Ruler] was revealed)
3.  Gallipoli (Gelibolu) (length of journey from Adrianople to Gallipoli about 4 days)
(after a few days’ stay sailed before noon in Austrian steamer for Alexandria, Egypt)
4.  Madellí (Mytilíni or Mytilene) (arrived about sunset—left at night)
5.  Smyrna (Izmir) (stayed 2 days, left at night)
6.  Alexandria (arrived in the morning, trans-shipped and left at night for Haifa)
7.  Port Said (arrived morning, left same day at night)
8.  Jaffa (Yafo, Yáfá) (left at midnight)
9.  Haifa (arrived in the morning, landed and after a few hours left on a sailing vessel for ‘Akká)



	Location, dates
	Works revealed
	Houses occupied
	Duration

	E.  ‘Akká
Arrival on Monday, 12 Jumádá al-’Awwal 1285 (31 August 1868)
Purest Branch died on 23 Rabí‘ al-’Awwal 1287 (Thursday, 23 June 1870)
Bahá’u’lláh passed away 2 Dhú al-Qa‘da 1309 (29 May 1892)
	al-Kitáb al-Aqdas
Lawḥ-i-Nápulyún III (Second “Tablet to Napoleon III”
Lawḥ-i-Malika (“Tablet to the Queen” of England
Lawḥ-i-Malik-i-Rús (“Tablet to the Czar Alexander III”)
Súriy-i-Haykal (“Tablet of the Temple”)
Lawḥ-i-Burhán (“Tablet of the Proof”)
Lawḥ-i-Ru’yá (“Tablet of the Vision”)
Lawḥ-i-ibn-i-Dhi’b (“The Epistle to the Son of the Wolf”)
Lawḥ-i-Páp (“Tablet to the Pope”)
	1.  Army barracks


2.  House of Malik
3.  House in Manṣúr Khawwám (opposite #2)
4.  House of Rábi‘a
5.  House of ‘Údí Khammár
6.  House of ‘Abbúd (east of #5, joined 1873 and both called the house of ‘Abbúd)
al-Kitáb al-Aqdas revealed c. 1873)
7.  House of Mazra‘ah
8.  Mansion at Bahjí
	2 years, 2 months 5 days
3 months
2 or 3 months
4 months
2 years
4 years




c. 2 years
1879–29 May 1892
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